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^Account of the late DisrxritBANCts in London. 



AN A& ef Parliament having i 
paiTed in the laft Seffion, 
repealing certain, reftriclions on the 
Roman ' Catholics, caufed many 
apprehensions* amongft many well-. 1 
meaning Proteilants ■*. An attempt 
to grant a funilar favour to the Ro- 
man Catholics in Scotland, had been 

* Abftraft of the Aft, intituled, « An 
Aft for relieving his Majerty's fubjefts pro* 
felling the Popim religion^ from certain pe- 
nalties and difabiliries impofed on them by an 
aft made in the eleventh and twelfth years 
of the reign of King William the Third, in- 
tituled, An Aft for the further preventing 
the Growth of Popery.** 

The. p'rr amble recites, that it U expedient 
to repeal certain provifions in the Aft of 
King William ; and the claufes repealed are 
as folio* t 

«« That fo much of the faid Aft si re- 
lates to the apprehending, taking, or profe- 
euting of Popim BiJhops, Priefta, or Jefiitt ; ' 
and alfo fo much of the faid Aft as fnbjefts 
Popiih Bifhop*, Priefts or Jefuits, and Pa- 
Jiifts, or perfons profej&og the Popiih reli-. 
gion, and keeping fchools, or taking upon 
therafelves the education or government or 
boarding of youth, whljrn thie realm, or the 
dominions' thereto belonging, to perpetual 
imprlfojimcnt j and ahofo much ofth&Uii . 
A&** difables perfons educated in the Popim 
religion, or profefling the fame, under tlic 
eircumftances therein mentioned, to inherit 
or take by defcent, devife, or limitation, in 
pofleffion, reverfion,or remainder, any landi, 
tenements, or hereditaments* within the 
kingdom of England, dominion of Walet, 
and town of Berwick ufcon Tweed, and gives; 
Vol. X, 



reiifted in that 'country witb great 
violence ; the dnob; had rifen in fe- 
veral places and polled down the 
houfes of feveral Roman Catholics* < 
Thefe violences £6 alarmed the Ro- > 
man Catholics in Scotland, that they' 
begged the laws relating to them, ia 
Scotland, might hot be altered* Lord 

to the next ef kin, Wing a Proteftant, • 
right to have and enjoy fuch lands, ten*- , 
mentf^ and hereditaments ; and alfo fo much 
of the faid Aft as dtfablei Papifts, or perfons 
profefling the Popim religion, to purchafe 
any manors, lands, profit* out of lands, te*. 
ntmentt, rent*, terms, or hereditaments, 
within the kingdom of England, dominion . 
of, Wales, or town of Berwick upon Tweed, ' 
and makes void all and lingular eftatea, terxnt* 
and other interefts or f refits* whatfoever out 
ofJand*, to be made, fuftercd* or donr» 
frpm and after the. day therein mentioned, to 
or for the ufe or behoof of any fuch perfon or 
perfons, or upon any truftor confidence, me- 
diately or immediately, for the relief of a£y 
fuch perfon or perfons * (hall be, * and the 
fame, and every clsufe and mattter and thing 
herein before mentioned, is and are hereby 
repealed. 

** And be it enafted by the authority afore- 
faWi That every perfon* or perfoni having or 
claiming any landf,. tenements, or heredi- 
taments, under titles noc hitherto litigated, . 
though derived ftom any defcent, devife^ 
limitation, or purchafe, /hall have, take, 
hold, and enjoy the fame, as if the faid Aft, 
or any thing therein contained, hfad not beeA • 
mode $ any thing in the f*H Aft contained 
to the coaUary no^witaAaoding* *«.*■ ... . , V 

Lord 
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George Gordon was at the head of an 
A£bciation, which was called the 
Proteflant Affociation, which animat- 
ed this refiftance, and at length ob- 
tained fuccefs. 

This fuccefs in Scotland is faid to 
have given birth to a fimilar Aflbci- 
ation in London, for the fame pur- 
pofe, that is, for preventing the in- 
creafe of Popery. This Aflbciation 
was alfo called the Proteflant Aftbci r 
ation, and Lord George Gordon was 
chofen Prefident of it. The firft 
object of this Aflbciation, after a 
Committee had been chofen, was to 
draw up and prefent a petition to 
the Hottfe of Commons, requeffcng 
a repeal of the above Aft. 

The alarm which had been given 
by that Aft had readied to feveral 
parts of the kingdom, and petitions 
to the fame purpofe came from many 
of them, moft of which were pre- 
fented to the Houfe by Lord George 
Gordon, No notice was taken of 
any of thefe matters by Government. 
The Committee of the Proteflant 
Aflbciation " frequeritlymet andprb- 
ce'ede'd as they thought proper. The 
petition was publicly advertifed to 
be figfted by all thqfe who approved : 
of k. In May, 1780, Lord George 
Gordon published the following ad- 
rertifement : 
'Protestant Association. 

* This is to give notice* That in 
compliance with' a petition addrefled » 
to' the Prefident, the Committee 
,jiave reJplved that there ihall be 
another general meeting of the Pro- J 
teflanc*: before the London petition 
h pre&nted to the Houfe of Com- 
nienn'. " li - \'^ 

. " The petition will not be pre^ 
fenced this week, but will be kept 
till towards the elofe of this Seffion 
of Parliament, to give time for fimi- ; 
lar petitions from 'btfier parts of '[ 
England, Wales, and Scotland, to' 
be prefented before*.*** 

:" A1I> the t<rue.;friends of Great 
Sxiwin, -'and. ef civil and religious J 



Hberty, artrexhorted to unite in fup- 
port of the Proteflant interefl before 
it was too late ; for unanimity and 
iirmnefs in that glorious caufe can 
alone proteft us from the dangerous 
confederacy of Popijb powers* If we 
unite, like one man, for the honour 
of God, and the liberties of the 
people, we may yet experience the 
blefling of Divine Providence on th.'s 
kingdom, and Jove and confidence 
may again be reftored amongft bre- 
thren. But if we continue ob (tin ate 
in errors, and fpread idolatry and 
corruption through the land, we have 
nothing to expect but dtvifon among 
the people* diftraftion in the Senate, 
and dtfeontent in our camps* <with all 
the other calamities attendant crt thoft 
nations «wJbom God has delivered over 1 
to arbitrary power and defpotifm* 

G. Gordon, Prefident. 
Wellbeek-ftreet* London* May 8. 

■" %* Thofe of London and its' 
environs who wiih the repeal of the 
late Popifh Bill, are defired to figa 
the Proteflant Petition, which they 
may have accefs to at the Prefidenrs* . 
houfe in WcIIbeck-ftreet, every day 
before four o'clock." 

On the 29th of May, in purfuance 
of a public advertifement, there was 
a meeting of the Proteflant Aflb- 
ciation, at Coachmakers Hall. At, 
half paft fix o'clock in the evening, 
the Hall was quite full, and exceed- 
ingly crowded ; Lord George Gor- 
don took the chair exactly at feven, 
and addrefled the meeting for near 
half an hour ; his Lordfhip obferved, 
that the Popifti Bill was carried 
though both Houses of Parliament 
with fuch amazing rapidity, that the 
people had not time to form an op- 
position, or to make themfelves ac- 
quainted with the pernicious corife- 
quences that muft attend its paffing; 
irito a law ; that the indulgence 
given to Popery, by the repeal of 
the aft of William the Third, was 
inconfiilent with the principles of 
of the' Revolution, had a tendency' 

t» 
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to endanger the fuccefHon in the 
Houfe of Hanover, and threatened 
definition to the civil and religious 
liberty of this country. His Lord • 
fhip read an extract from a Popifh 
Catechifm, lately publifhed (he faid) 
by a Popifh Printer, in London, 
and difperfed among the ignorant 
and unthinking part of the commu- 
nity ; likewife an indulgence, grant- 
ed by the Pope, this prefent year, 
to his Holy Catholic fubje&s, and 
faints in this Heretic Country ; and 
from thefe publications his Lordfhip 
bid the people form an idea of the 
•rapid and alarming progrefs. that 
Popery was making in this Kingdom; 
and the only way to flop it was by 
going in a firm, manly, and refolute 
manner to the Houfe, and fhew their 
reprefentatives, that they were de» 
termined to preferve their religious 
freedom with their lives, That, for 
his part, he would run all hazards 
with the people ; and if the people 
were too lukewarm to run all hazards 
with him, when their confeience and 
their country call them forth, they 
might get another Prefident, for he 
would tell them candidly, that he 
was not a lukewarm man himfelf, 
and that if they meant to fpend their 
time in mock debate and idle oppo- 
lition, they might get another leader. 
This fpeech was received with the 
loudeft acclamations of applaufe, and 
his Lordihip then moved the follow- 
ing refolution : " That the whole 
body of the Proteftant Aflbciation do 
attend in St. George's Fields, on 
Friday next, at ten o'clock in the 
morning, to accompany his Lord- 
fhip to the Houfe of Commons, on 
the delivery of the Proteftant petk 
tion," which was earned unani- N 
moufly, with repeated burfls of ap- 
plaufe. His Lordfhip then inform- 
ed them, that if lefs than twenty 
thoufand of his fellow citiv*ns at- 
tended him on that day, he would 
not prefent their petition; and for 
the better observance of order, he' 



moved, that they fhould arrange 
themfelves in four divifions ; the, 
Proteflants of the city of London 
on the right, thofe of the city of 
Weftminfter on the left, the borough 
of Southwark third, and the people 
of Scotland, refident in London and 
its environs, to form the laft divi- 
lion ; and that they might know 
their friends from their enemies, he 
added, that every Teal Proteftant, 
and friend of the petition, fhould 
come with blue cockades in their 
hats. In confequence of this, the 
following advertifement was pub* 
lifhed the next day ; 

Protestant Association, 

" Whereas no hall in London cas* 
contain twenty thoufand men* 

" Refolve4 That this Aflociu 
tion do meet on Friday next in St* 
George's Fields, at ten o'clock in 
the morning, to confider of the moft 
prudent and refpectful manner of 
attending their petition, which will 
be prefented the fame day to the 
Houfe of Commons. 

" Refolved, for the fake of good 
order and regularity, That this Af- 
fociation, on coming to the ground, 
do feparate themfelves into four 
diltinct divifions, viz. the Loudon* 
divifion, riie Wefhninfter^ diyilion, 
the Southwark divifion, a$4 the 
Scotch diviiion* 

«' Refolye4, Tljat the tpitfoa 
divifion da take place upon the right; 
of the ground towards Southward,, 
the Weflminfter.diyifion fecond, the 
Southwark divifion thir4, and. the 
Scotch divifion uppn. the. left, ail 
wearing bl up cockades in their hats, ; 
xp di^Unguifh themfelves from the" 
Papiils, and tfiofe who. approve of 
the late, A& in favour of Popery. 

"Refolved, That the Magistrates, 
of London, Wefhninfter, and South, 
wark, are requeued to attend, that 
their preferice may overawe and con-, 
troul any riotous or evil-minded per-, 
foas n who may wjjh t^ dulurli, the. 
legal and peaceable deportment, of.- 
B 2 his 
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his Majefty's Proteftant fubje&s. 
' " By Order of the Aflbciation, 

G. Gordon, Pfefident," 

London* May 29. 

Accordingly on the 2d of June 
(Friday) a prodigious coneourfe of 
, people artembled in St. George's 
Fields, where, notwithftanding the 
heat (for it was a very hot day) they 
patiently waited for their leader. 
About eleven o'clock Lord George 
Gordon came— they received him 
with great acclamations. He march- 
ed them in four different bodies, ac- 
cording to their four divifions of 
London, Weftminiler, Southwark, 
and Scotland, three or four times 
round St. George's Fields, . after 
which his Lordflup left them, pro- 
ceeding in his carriage over Weft- 
minfter- bridge, to the Houfe of 
Commons. 

The Committee, with feveral 
Other members of the Society, went 
the fame way; the reft took their 
Toute over London-bridge, march- 
ing through Cornhill, Cheapfide, 
&c. towards Weftminfter, following 
their refpec"tive banners, on which 
was written the name of the divifion, 
with the words " No Popery," &c. 

* In St. George's fields, previous 
to the march, a perfon was employed 
to tack together the different flcins, 
figned by the petitioners, compoiing 

* very large roll, which was carried 
on a man's head. When they came 
towards Charing-crofs, they were 
joined by frelh numbers, fome on 
horfeback and in coaches, who pro- 
ceeded with them to the Houfe. As 
they parted by the churches, they 
gave them three cheers. The Ad- 
miralty was alfo faluted by them as 
they parted ; and by the time they 
came to New Palace-yard, the com- 
pany which parted over Weftminfter- 

' bridge having joined them, their 
numbers where fo large, the Old 
Palace-yard, with Weftmihfter-hal.l, 
and all the avenues, about both 
Houfes of Parliament, were filled 
with them. 



In this fituation they waited the. 
arrival of the Members of both 
Houfes, many of whom were very 
roughly treated by them, in their 
way to the Houfe. Among thefe, 
their principal vengeance fell upon 
the Peers, particularly on the Arch- 
bifhop of York, whofe carriage they 
flopped, and greatly infulted him ; 
the Lord Prefident, whom they 
feized, joftled, and kicked his legs-; 
Lord Mansfield, whom they Hopped, 
and reviled to his face ; Lord Stor- 
mont, whofe carriage they took 
porteffion of for near half an hour, 
getting upon the box, wheels, tak- 
ing liberties with his Lordfhip's per- 
fon, but a gentleman jumped into, 
the carriage, and prevailed upon the 
populace to defift. The Duke of 
Northumberland was alfo roughly 
treated, and loft his watch. Lord 
Bofton was treated with great feve- 
rity, and with great difficulty was 
refcued. The Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, with the Bifhops of Lincoln 
and Litchfield, met with nearly the 
like treatment, the former having 
the wheels of his carriage torn oft\ 
and efcaping himfelf with difficulty^ 
The Archbifhop's wig was 'pulled 
about, and his gown torn. Be- 
fides thefe, the Lords Hilliborough 
and Townfhend (who were together 
in the fame carriage) with Lord 
Willoughby de Broke, and Lord 
Aihburnham, were roughly handled, 
the two farmer fofing their bags, 
and the two latter being buffetted 
about for fome time. Lord St. John 
and Lord Dudley received likewife 
ftrong marks of the rioters refent- 
ment. 

Of the Houfe of Commons, Mr. 
Strahan and Wellbore Ellis, Efq. 
experienced a deal of rough treat- 
ment. The former had his carriage 
damaged, and the laft mentioned 
gentleman was purfued to the Guild- 
hall, Weftminfter, the windows of 
which the populace broke, and then 
getting at the object of their purfuit, 

treated 
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treated him with much, roughnefs. 
Lord Trentham likewife received a 
good deal of infult. 

Such of the members of cither 
Houfe as were acceptable to them, 
were received with three cheers : 
among thefe were the Dukes of 
Glouceiier, Devonftiire, Richmond, 
and Roxborough; the Earl of Shel- 
burne, Lord Camden, Bifhop of 
Peterborough, Aldermen Hayley, 
Bull, &c. 

The Chaplain to the Houfe came 
to the top of the gallery in the Houfe 
of Commons, and in a pathetic 
manner exhorted the people to fave 
themfelves and their families from 
deflruttion, and to reflect that they 
were injuring their caufe by their 
irregular behaviour. 

To quell this riotous proceeding, 
Lord Mahon harangued the mob 
from the leads of the Houfe of Peers. 
Several other members made the 
moll laudable exertions, but all in 
vain ; for when Lord North came, 
it was with difficulty he was per- 
mitted to pafs up ihars, where he 
was flopped by feveral of the mem- 
bers of the Aflbciation, and obliged 
to pledge his word, that he would 
fupport the Protellant caufe, as con- 
ducted by Lord George Qordon. 
Lord Geo. Germain too, on his ar- 
rival, was muchhifledandgroancdat, 
and porter thrown in his face. Many 
other members were fworn to fup- 
port the caufe. 

The behaviour of Lord George 
Gordon was very extraordinary. He 
came out of the Houfe of Commons 
feveral times to the top of the gallery 
^ftairs, whence he harangued the peo- 
ple, and let them know the bad fuc- 
cefs their petition was like to meet 
with. He told them firfl, that it 
was propofed to take it into confi- 
deration on Tuefday in a Committee 
of the Houfe, but that he did not 
like delays, for the Parliament might 
be prorogued by that time. 

He ca;re again, and Taid he favv 



little reafon to hope redrefs from &• 
decifions of Parliament — that they ' 
fhould meet again — that they ought 
not to defpair, but to put their truifr 
in Providence. 

He came a third time, and faid» 
" Gentlemen, the alarm has gone. 
forth for many miles round the city* 
You have got a very good Prince, 
who, as foon as he mall hear the 
alarm has feized fuch a number of 
men, will no doubt fend down pri- 
vate orders to his Minifters to enforce 
the prayer of the petition." 

Alderman Sawbridge and others 
endeavoured to perfuade the people 
to clear the lobby, but to no pur- 
pofe ; and about nine o'clock dif- 
ferent Members conjured them in. 
the mofl earneft and pathetic manner 
to difperfe, informing them at the 
fame time of their (Lnger, and of 
the refolution that was taken to fend 
for the Guards. The young gea- 
tleman, the Affiflant to the Chap- 
lain of the Houfe of Commons, ad- 
dreiTed them, but was anfwered with. 
curfes, and Lord George Gordon 
for ever ! 

The greateft part of the day the. 
attention of the Houfe of Commons 
had been taken up in debates con- 
cerning the mob. When they hid 
obtained fome degree of order, Lord 
George introduced his bufiaefs, with 
informing them, that he had before 
him a petition figned by near one 
hundred and twenty thoufand of hit- 
Majefly's Protellant fubje&s, praying 
" A Repeal of the Ad pafled the 
lafl fcflion in favour of the Roman 
Catholics," and moved to have the 
faid petition brought up, Mr. Al- 
derman Bull feconded the motion, 
and leave was accordingly given* 

Having brought up the petition, 
his Lordmip then moved to have it 
taken into immediate confederation, 
and was again feconded by Mr. Al- 
derman Bull. After fome debate 
the Houfe divided, and their ap- 
peared fix for the petition, and one- 
hundred 
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londred and ninety-two againft it. 
Soon after this the Houfe adjourned 
to June 6. Many of the petitioners 
thought this adjournment very im- 
politic, as by it the petition was left 
in fufpence, which they confidered 
An ill omen. 

About nine o'clock a party of 
fcorfe and foot arrived ; the former 
:cf which were drawn up in Palace- 
Yard, the latter lined all the avenues 
to the Houfe, and a Captain's guard 
Was ftationed in the Court of Re- 
queues. Juftice Addington then, 
after receiving a falute of hifles, at 
the head of the horfe, allured the 
people that his difpofition towards 
them was perfectly amicable ; as a 
p*oof of which, he declared he 
would order the horfe away, if they 
would give him their honour that 
they would difperfe. This fucceeded, 
&e cavalry galloped off, and up- 
wards of foe hundred of the peti- 
tioners, giving the Magiftrate three 
cheers, retired very quietly. 

But in the night they collected in 
different parties, and in different 
parts of the town. About eleven 
erne partv a/Tembled at the Romim 
Chapel behind the Sardinian Mini- 
fter's Houfe, in Lincoln's-Inn Fields ; 
they broke open the doors of the 
chapel, tore up the feats, altar, &c. 
ami brought them into the ftreet, 
where they made a fire of them, and 
burned every moveable they could 
And ; among which was a fine pic- 
ture, valued at two thoufand pounds. 
Another party committed the like 
outrage at another Romim Chapel, 
fituated behind the houfe of the Ba- 
varian Minifler, in Golden-fquare. 
In this chapel, or in fome of the 
apartments belonging to it, they are 
fcid to have found large quantities 
of tea, and other dry goods, fup- 
pofed to have been fmuggled. Thefe 
reports encreafed their refentment. 
If it be true, that any foreign Mini- 
ver has made »fe of his privilege to 
fe infamous a purpofe, the outrages 



of one fide axe at leaft, equalled by 
the bafenefs of the other. 

The Guards were fent for to both 
chefe chapels, but came too late to 
prevent the deftruftion of their 
contents. However, twelve of the 
rioters were feized, and the reft dif- 
perfed. 

Saturday* June 3. The twelve 
perfons who had been feized,' were 
brought before the Juitices Wright 
and Addington, in Bow-ftreet, when, * 
after a long examination, they were 
committed. The principal witnefat 
againil the prifoners was Mr. Rainf- 
forth, the King's tallow-chandler, 
of Clare- ftreet, Clare-market, who 
fwore, that on the alarm of the fire, 
he, with fome friends, went to 
Duke-ftreet, and there feeing the 
danger, came back, and called the 
guards from Somerfet-houfe ; when 
headed by peace-officers, they pro- 
ceeded to the chapel, and there fe- 
cured all they found within. Mr. 
Rainsforth alio gave the particulars 
of feveral flrirmifhes in fecuring 
? them. Mr. Maberley alfb fwore to 
"fecuring fome others, and Mr. 
Clarke of Bow-ftreet, to taking the 
principal aftors in deftroying the 
chapel. Six of them were commit- 
ted to Newgate. 

There was no difturbance this day.^ 
But next day, 

Sunday, June 4, The mob col- 
lected again, and afTembled in and 
about Moorfields, where a Romiflt 
cbajjel had been lately built, and ad-. . 
joining to it was a Romim fchool, 
&c. thefe they forced open, and 
brought all the benches, furniture, 
&c. &c. into the ftreet, and there 
burned them. The military were 
fent for, and were prefent, but having 
no orders to aft, they were fpefta- 
tors. The Lord-Mayor was alfo 
prefent with part of the civil power* 
but did not venture to interfere. 
Among the fpectators were Lord 
Beauchamp, Hon. Edward Foley, 
&c. Lord Beauchampcomplained of 

the 
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tile Lord-Mayor*! inactivity on this 
fcccafion ; and on the 9th of June, in 
the evening, the Lord-Mayor was 
cited before the Privy Council, to 
anfwer the complaint. The defence 
he made was unworthy the character 
of the Chief Magiftrate of the me- 
tropolis. The fenfe of it was, that 
Jbis timidity was fo great, he was 
afraid death would be his portion if 
he had interfered. 

Monday, Jun? 5. This day the 
populace were very riotous in 
Ropemalcers-alley, Moorfields ; they 
continued to burn every thing they 
could find in the Chapel, School- 
houfe, and dwelling-houfes belong- 
ing to the Roman Catholic people ; 
they took every piece of wood they 
could find, and burned it, the roof 
of the buildings not efcaping. They 
pulled down a houfe belonging to a 
Ft oman Catholic School-mafter in 
Moorfields in about one hour, which, 
when done, Tome thoufands went to 
a Popifh fchool, in Charles-Square, 
Hoxton. Guards were placed at the 
Sardinian and Bavarian Ambafladors 
chapels, night and day. 

At half paft four o'clock in the 
afternoon, notice was given to the 
Lord Mayor, that fome thoufands of 
people were again aflembled near 
Moorfields, whereupon his Lord(hip, 
attended by proper officers, went 
there to read the Riot Act, but a 
party of horfe and foot guards were 
fent for, which came immediately, 
to protect his Lordftiip from being 
infultec^by the populace. 
» The perfons taken up on fiifpi- 
cibn of being concerned in the riots, 
j&c. at the Sardinian and Bavarian 
AmbafTadors chapels, laft ' Friday 
night, were finally examined before 
the Magiftrates in Bow-flrtet, and 
-one Bund, a foreigner, being proved 
by feveral witncfles to have been 
feen coming out of the Bavarian 
Ambaflador's chapel in Warwick- 
ftreet, whilft it was inflames, and 
an altar cloth, caljed an Anttpen* 



diutny and a door belonging to thai 
faid AmbafTador, being found in 
the prifoner's lodgings, he was com* 
mitted for trial, and the parties 
bound to give evidence in the C'our* 
of King's Bench. 

A large party of the guards at- 
tended in Bow-ftreet during the 
above examinations, which continued 
from ten in the morning till half 
after three in the afternoon. 

This evening the populace at- 
tacked Mr. Rainsforth's houfe, in 
Clare-ftreet, ranfacked it from top 
to bottom, and threw his ftock of 
candles, bags of cotton, furniture/ 
&c. into the ftreet, and fet them oa '. 
fire in different piles. 

About half paft ten another party - 
collected before the houfe of Mr. 
Maberley, in Little Queen-ftreet, 
Lincoln 's-Inn-Fields, which they 
demoliihed, both before and behind, 
in like manner, deftroying a fine 
front lately erected to his fhop. 

Between twelve and one o'clock a, 
large number of people aflembled 
before Sir George Savile's houfe in 
Leicefter-Fields, and after breaking 
all the windows, they foon Grip- 
ped it of its moft valuable fur- 
niture, which they piled up, and., 
burnt before the door. On the ar- 
rival of a party of the horfe grena- 
dier guards they difperfed. 

Another number of people affem- 
blea^ri Charies-fquare, Hoxton, and' 
approaAed Mr. Bridgewater's Aca- 
demy; they charged him with being 
a'Papift ? He anfwered that be was v 
a Protectant, not a Papift. But you '. 
teach the children delivered to your - 
care the Popifh tenets? He an- 
fwered, I teach the children the Old 
and New Teftament, agreeable to 
the principles of the Church of 
England, as by law eftablifhed. 
They then aiked Mr. Bridgewater if 
he was willing that fix or feven of 
them mould go through his houfe in 
a peaceable manner ? He anfwered 
Yes. Seven men did go into every 
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fOom in his houfe ; they committed 
lio outrage, but behaved in a fober, 
quiet, and orderly manner. 

This evening a Court of Alder- 
men was haftily called for the pur- 
pofe of taking into confideration 
what mould be done to quell the pre*-, 
fent tumults in Ropemakers-alley, 
Moorfields, but there not being a fuf~ 
£cient number of Aldermen prefent, 
a fummons was ordered to be iflued 
for the Aldermen to meet on the 
next morning at nine ' o'clock 
preci&ly, and to order all the 
■conftables of their ward to be in' 
CSuildhall at the fame time, which 
was accordingly done, and the Lord- 
Mayor acquainted the Court that he 
liad received two letters from the 
Lords Stormont and KiJIiborough, 
Secretaries of State, requiring his" 
Lordfhip to take fuch methods to 
quiet the difturbance and prevent 
niifchief being done as may be molt 
adviieable : his Lordfhip further ac- 
quainted the Court, that he had at- 
tended with what civil power he could 
collect, for the purpofe of preventing 
the outrages which were threatened 
by the populace, but that he could 
not allay their fury, that the chapel 
was demolifhed, and feveral houfes 
alfo, fuppofed to be inhabited by 
Roman Catholics ; he therefore de- 
fired the afliftance of the Court in 
protecting the quiet of the city, and 
prevention of any future tumults, 
&c. 

After a debate, the Marfhals at- 
tending were called in, and ordered to 
provide two large bodies of con- 
stables in addition to the ward con- 
ftables, and to place one divifion on 
the fpot where the riot happened, 
and the other in fuch convenient place 
hat they might be in readinefs (if 
tccafion called) to give their affiftance 
o preferve the peace, and that they 
to relieved every fix hours. 
bcTuefday, June 6. ^ This morning 
the following advertifement appeared, 
n all the morning newfpapers : 



PftOTHSTANT AsSOCIAf 10 ff i 

Whereas many riotous perfons on 
Friday lafl, after the petition of this 
Aflbciation was prefented to the Hch ' 
nourable the Houf^ of Commons, 
did tumultuoufly flop the pafTage to 
both Houfes of parliament, and 
grofsly infulted the perfons of many 
of the Members ; and ' afterward* 
proceeded with violence to deflroy • 
the chapels belonging to foreign Am- 
bafTadors (fo facrcd to all countries) . 
to the great breach of the peace, the 
disturbance of private perfons and 
families, and to the difgrace of the 
bell of caufes. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That all 
true Proteflants be requefled to mew 
their attachment to their bell interefl 
by a legal and peaceable deportment, 
as all unconflitutional proceedings, 
in fo goo^l a caufe, can only tend to 
prevent the Members of the Legis- 
lature from paying due attention to 
the united prayers of the Proteflant 
Petition. 

By order of the Committee, 

G. Gordon, President*. 

London, "June 5, 1780. 

And this morning the following 
Proclamation appeared : 
By the King. 
A Proclamation* 
George R. 

Whereas it has been reprefented to 
Us, that a great number of perfons, 
in confequence of advertifements or 
hand-bills inciting them thereto, did, ' 
on Friday laft, the 2d of this inftant 
June, afremble in a riotous and tu-* 
multuous manner in St. George's- 
fields, in the county of Surry, from 
whence they proceeded in feveral 
bodies to Palace-yard, Weflminfter, 
furrounded both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and pofTefTed themfelves of the 
avenues to the fame, (the faid Houfes . 
of Parliament being then fitting,) 
where they continued in a riotous and 
tumultuous manner* committing 
great outrages and violence agamlt 
feveral of our fubjedb, and feloni- 
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pufly taking money from them; 
after which, in the evening of the 
fame day, they infulted and attacked' 
the houfes of fome of the public 
Minifters of foreign Princes and 
States, refiding at our Court, and 
broke into, fpoiled, and fet fire to 
chapels, which in every civilized 
country are allowed to fuch public 
Minifters for the free exercife of the 
religion of their country, to the 
great fcandal and offence of all truly 
pious and good Proteftants; We, 
therefore, in order that the reproach 
of fo frantic and atrocious an out- 
rage againft the precepts of religion, 
as well as the obligations of all laws, 
may not remain a difgrace to Our 
kingdom* but may be confined to the 
authors, abettors, and perpetrators of 
the faid outrage, and that they may 
be brought to fpeedy and condign 
puniihment, and that fuch dangerous 
and wicked practices may hereafter 
be prevented, have thought fit/ by 
and with the advice of our Privy 
Council, to publifh and declare Our 
refolution to put the laws in force 
againft fuch offences : and we do 
hereby enjoin and require all Juftices 
of the Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bai- 
liffs, Conftables, and all other our 
loving iubjecls, to be aiding and af- 
fifting to the utmoft of their power 
in fupprefTmg fuch illegal and tumul- 
tuous afTemblies, and in detecting, 
apprehending, and bringing to juf- 
tice the perfons concerned in aflem- 
bling or inftigating the fame, and 
guilty of any of the violences above- 
mentioned : And for the better de- 
tection of the perfons who were con- 
cerned in the outrages committed at 
the boufes of the faid Public Miniitew* 
We are gracioufly pleafed to pro- 
mife, that if any perfon fhall difepver 
any other perfon or perfons who, di 



may be profecuted for the fame, 
fuch difcoverer mall have and re- 
ceive, as a reward upon conviction 
of fuch offender or offenders, the 
fum of Five Hundred Pounds, and 
alfo our gracious pardon for the faid 
offence, in cafe the perfon making 
/ucb difcovery fhall himfelf be liable 
to be profecuted for the fame, except 
the perfon who firft broke into, or 
began to pull down or fet fire to the 
* faid chapels. And the CommifSoner* 
for executing the office of Treafurer 
or" our Exchequer, are hereby re- 
quired to make payment of the faid 
rewards accordingly. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the 5th day of June, 1780, in 
the twentieth year of our reign. 
s GOD fave the KING. 



The number of perfons who a£. 
fembled this day in the environs 
of the Parliament Houfe (Parlia- 
ment having on Friday laft ad- 
journed to this day) was the greateft 
ever known. They did not, as be- 
fore, regularly aflemble in St. 
George's Fields, but came in fe- 
parate parties, at different times, 
and by feveral ways. About half 
paft one o'clock, feveral parties of 
light horfe were flationed near the 
Parliament Houfe, and the avenues 
leading to the Houfe of Commons 
were lined with the foot guards ; the 
doors of Weftminfter-hall were (hut, 
and it was with great difficulty that 
any members could get admittance 
to the Houfe ; the carriages of fuch 
members as did not think themfelve* 
obnoxious, were marked on the pan- 
ned *' No Popery, arid the mem- 
ber's name." About three o'clock, 
Lord Sandwich attempted to go 
down to the Houfe, but could get 



reclly or indirectly/ were concerned^ no farther than the corner of Bridge- 
in pulling down, or beginning to ftreet, when the pooulace attacked 

him, and infifted on his turning back, 

which his Lordlhip refufing, the 

windows of his chariot were broke, 

Q and 



pull down, or in fetting fire to the 
chapel of any Public Minifter, fo as 
that the perfon or perfons difcovered 
*' Vol, X< 
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and feveral ftontfs thrown at him. 
Colonel Smith, attended by Juf- 
tice Hyde, and a party of light horfe, 
refcued his Lordfhip, and efcorted 
Hmfafe to the Admiralty. Mr. 
Hyde appeared active with the mili- 
tary, during the whole day ; and a 
potion having got' among the mob, 
that he had made ufe of fome harfh 
cxpreflions refpe&ing them, he was 
one of the nrft fufferers, in this 
night's mifchief, 

. About four o'clock, about two 
hundred members got into the 
Houfe ; Lord George Gordon was 
qbferved,. , by Colonel Herbert, to 
have a bjue cockade in his hat, which 
the Colonel, in an angry tone, de- 
fired him to take out, or he would 
o acrofs the Houfe and take it out 
kr him. Lord George complied. 
Pour refolutions were agreed to, viz, 
l ft. That it was a breach of privi- 
lege to interrupt the members com- 
ing to the Houfe. . id. That the 
King be defired to make good the 
damages, to the Foreign Minifters by 
deftroying their chapels. 3. That 
the Attorney-general be ordered to 
profecute the rioters. 4th. That 
the Houfe will take the Proteftant 
petition into confideration when the 
tiunults have fubfided. And then 
adjourned to the 8th. 

The mob which furrounded the 
Parliament Houfe this, day, and fill- 
ed all the ftreets leading to it, 
did not coniiil of the fame perfons 
who attended the petition on Friday 
laft: many of thofe were orderly 
people; but the mob of this day, 
which had been flrengthened during 
the afternoon, by large parties arm- 
ed with flicks, bludgeons, &c. and 
carrying flags, were, indifputably, 
fcnothtr fet of people. The mob 
this day, confifted almoft wholly of 
men and boys of the loweft rank. 

When the Houfe of Commons 
was up, Lord George Gordon came 
out, and informed the populace 
what had been done in the Houfe ; 
Ijoon which they took the horfes- 



from his carriage, and drew him off 
in great triumph. The foldiers were 
occafionally infulted, but they be- 
haved remarkably fteady and quiet. 
Nothing further being expetted from' 
Parliament, and Lord George Gor- 
don gone, the remainder of the mob 
went away. 

Early in the evening, a party 
of them went to Juftice Hyde's 
houfe, in St. Martin Vfttreet, Lei- 
cefter-fields, which they broke open, 
and having taken out all the furni- 
ture, they burned it in the ftreet ; 
thus every moveable in the houfe was 
totally deftroyed, and the houfe re- 
duced to the bare walls. A party of 
the guards were fen,t for, but they 
did not arrive time enough to fave 
any thing. 

In the courfe of the afternoon, a fort 
of notice was brought to Mn Aker- 
man, the jailor of Newgate, that the 
jail would be forced open, if the 
rioters confined in it were not re- 
leafed, when applied for, at a cer- 
tain hour. Mr. Akerman made the 
proper perfons acquainted with this 
itrange mefTage, but it does not feem 
to have met with fufficient notice j 
for about feven o'clock in the even- 
ing, a large party of the mob afTem- 
bled at Newgate, and, after knock- 
ing at Mr. Akerman's door, peremp* 
torily demanded the perfons who had 
been committed. to Newgate, on the 
charge of being concerned in fome 
of the late riots. Mr. Akerman told 
thofe who put the queftion, to him, 
" That they muft be aware, it was 
a queftion which he could not anfwer 
to their fatisfattion, and as it was his 
wifh to do his duty without offend- 
ing any perfon, he hoped they would 
not reduce him to the neceflity of re, 
fufmg their requeft." The perfons 
affembled before the door, imme- 
diately proceeded to ftrip the houfe 
of all the furniture, which they piled 
up againft the prifon door, and fet 
fire to it ; they alfo fet fire to Mr, 
Akerman's houfe, which was entirely 
confumed, and at length they got 
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the rioters out of the prifon, and 
Carried them off in triumph. Mr. 
Akerman and -his family were oblig- 
ed to make their efcape over the top 
of the jail. 

All the prifoners were fet at liber- 
ty, to the number of about three 
hundred ; among whom were four 
under feritence of death. The whole 
infide of the jail was entirely con- 
fumed ; and what feemed impregna- 
ble to a regular military force, was 
performed in a fhort time by a furi- 
ous rabble* The civil power were 
fent for, and fome military, but the 
magiftrates thought this force not 
fufficient to encounter the mob, and 
therefore did not difturb them. This 
exploit raifed the formidable idea of 
the mob to fuch a height, that the 
whole metropolis were in an inftant 
ftruck with terror and panick. 

About half paft eleven o'clock, 
the fame party, reinforced and urged 
by the prifoners from Newgate, went 
to New-prifon, Clerkenwell, and 
infifted on a releafe of the prifoners * 
they foon broke open the wicket 
door, and brought (havings in order 
to fet fire to the prifon, but fome of 
them reflecting that the ftreet being 
narrow, the flames might hurt the 
innocent neighbourhood, they de- 
fifted, and with pickaxes broke open 
the gates, and got the prifoners out. 

They then went to Clerkenwell 
Bridewell, but the keeper opening 
the doors, no mifchief enfued. 

From the moment that the great 
number * of prifoners were let loofe, 
the fpirit of the depredations took a 
different turn. Religion was no 
longer the fubject of refentment ; 
the gaols, the police, and plunder 
were the only objects. Sir John 
Fielding had for many years been an 
acting Magiftrate, arid many of the 
prifoners, in the feveral gaols, had 
Been committed by him, and his af- 
fociate Magiftfates. The common 
JufHce-office in Bow-ftreet became, 
ef courfe, a very natural object of 
revenge^ containing the depositions, 



charges, fecyagainft them. A party 
appeared before the hOufe about 
midnight, and inftantly breaking in 
feized upon evfery room, the back 
and front offices, &c. all the furni- 
ture, papers, drawers, &c. &c. were 
brought into the ftreef, and three 
fires being made of them, every part 
Was totally confumed. 

Another party went to Lord Mans* 
fleM's, in Bloomfbury-fquare, which 
they deftroyed in the fame man^- 
ner. All the furniture they brought 
into the ftreet, arid bfirrit it. All 
his Lordfhip's papers, and fine 
library of books, fhartd the fam* 
fate. Alfd his pictures, and every 
moveable in his houfe. After which 
the houfe itfelf was fet on fire. A 
party of the guards came, and fired 
among the mob feveral times, but 
could not prevent the conflagration. 
A few were killed, and feveral were 
wounded, but they did not difper/e 
till thedeftruction was compleated. A 
party of the mob went ofFwith an in*, 
tention to deftroy his Lordfhip's houfe 
at Caen-wood, but the Northumber* 
land militia being quartered in the 
neighbourhood of it, viz. at Finchley, 
Highgate, &c. and information be* 
ing given of the defign, the militi* 
marched to its protection, and being 
there bafore the mob, the defign 
was fruftrated. 

After the deftruction of Sir John 
Fielding's houfe, the fame party or 
another went to the houfe of Mr* 
Coxe, in Great Queen-'ftreet, brew- 
er, and deftroyed his furniture, and 
every moveable in his houfe, which 
they brought out into the ftreet and 
there burned the whole. Thehoufesof 
•MefTrs. Fofter, near Great Turnftile, 
Holborn, of Mr. Doughty, in De- 
vonfhire-fireet, of Mr. MoHoy* near 
Moorfields, of Mr. Lyon* in Bun- 
hilUrow, of Mr. Charlton, in Cole- 
man-ftreet, and of a pawnbroker, in 
Golden-Square, were all deftroyed 
in the fame manner, being faid to be. 
Roman Catholics, though it is more 
than probable that the hope of 
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plunder was a greater ftimulation 
than religion, in thefe depredations. 
In the early part of the night, a 
part of the mob attempted to force 
their way into Downing-flxeet, where 
Lord North lived, but were pre- 
vented by a party of the guards. 

Wtdnefday, June 7 > The guards 
having been found infuificient in 
number to defend the various parts 
of the metropolis, all the troops and 
militia within thirty miles were fent 
for, and yefterday, and this da/, fe- 
veral corps arrived. Before the end 
of the week, there were at leaft 
twenty thoufand troops in London, 
who were placed, as they came in, 
at the different places fuppofed to 
be moll in danger. The Bank, Ex- 
change, Poft Office, Guildhall, Inns 
pf Court, v &c. &c. and in many 
private houfes. A ftrong guard was 
placed at Buckingham Houfe for 
the protection of his Majefty. The 
guards were encamped in St. James's 
Park, the marching regiments and 
militia were encamped in Hyde 
Park. 

This day the Houfe of Commons 
jnet at twelve o'clock, and infiantly 
adjourned to their 19th. 

Notwithstanding the formidable 
appearance of the military, who were 
pouring into the town on every fide, 
the mob continued, even during the 
day time, in different parties. At 
one o'clock this day a party of them 
.went to the Fleet prifon, and de- 
manded the gates to be opened, 
which the keepers were obliged to 
do, or they would have fet fire to it. 
They were then proceeding to de- 
molifh the prifon, but the prifoners 
^expoffulating with them, and begg- 
ing that they would give them tune 
to remove their goods, they readily 
.condefcended, and gave them until 
• evening for that purpofe ; in confe- 
quence of which the prifoners re- 
moved z\\ the furniture, &c. 

Agreeable to the notice given, the 
mob aiTembled before the prifon in 
jthe evening, and having fet fire to 



different apartments Jn it, the whole 
was entirely confumed. 

From hence they went to Mr. 
Langdale's houfe at Holborn-bridge, 
a capital diftiller, (in the neighbour- 
hood) and notwitnftanding his en- 
treaties they forced open the houfe, 
fhipped it, and burned the whole 
houfe, furniture, and large ftock of 
liquors. The flames communicated 
to a number of adjacent houfes, all 
which were alfo confumed. Mr. 
Langdale had a large warehoufe of 
liquors, higher up in Holborn, and 
a new dwelling-houfe near Bernard's 
Inn, a party of the mob went there, 
and burned them alfo. Mr. Lang* 
dale's lofs was moderately eftimated 
at 6o,oooL . He was a Roman Ca- 
tholic. 

Another party of the mob went t© 
the King's-bench prifon, the prifon- 
ers in which were permitted to go 
out and remove their effects, after 
which the prifon was burned. They 
next went to deftroy and bum the 
toll-gates and houfes at the foot of 
Blackfriars-bridge, which they com- 
pleatly effected. During "thefe ope- 
rations, feveral parties of the mili- 
tia came to prevent thefe depreda- 
tions. The Northumberland mili- 
tia behaved extremely well at Mr, 
Langdale's ; they were not impetu- 
ous, but properly fpirited. They 
.fired feveral times and many were 
killed, and had not this corps been 
prefent, the conflagration would 
have been very extenfive. They 
difperfed the rioters. At Black* 
friars-bridge another party of mi- 
litia came not indeed time enough 
to fave any thing, but the mob not 
being gone,, they were fired upoa 
and many were killed there alfo. 
Others were purfued down the bridge- 
flairs, and driven into the river. 

Another party of the mob, who 
had affembled in the Eaft part of the 
city, where they had committed fe- 
veral outrages, and burnt fomc 
houfes in Rotherhithe, Whitec>ofs* 
ftret, Houndfditch, &c. proceeded 
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into the" city, and coming down 
Threadneedle-ftreet, with an intent 
to make an attack on the Bank, were 
met, before they reached the Bank, 
by a party of foidiers> who had been 
Rationed there to protect the Bank, 
and who fired upon them, killed fe- 
veral, and drove the reft back. 
This was the mod ferious circum- 
ftance in the whole riot. Many 
perfons were alarmed for the fafety 
of the Bank, as foon as the prifons 
were broke open ; and therefore a 
ftrong body of troops, with cannon, 
were early polled there for its pre- 
fervation ; but had the mob gone to 
the Bank immediately from New- 

fate, the confequence might have 
een dreadful ; the public credit, 
wealth, and government of this coun- 
try lay at a moll imminent hazard. 

A Court of Common-Council was 
held late this evening, when the 
Lord-Mayor acquainted them, that 
the caufe of calling them together 
was the tumults that exifted in the 
city, defiring to have their advke 
therein. The King's Proclamation 
and feveral letters from the Secreta- 
ries of State were read. The Court 
unanimoufly came to the following 
refolutions: That the Sheriffs of 
London be defired to raife the Pvjfe 
Comifatus immediately, and to pur- 
fue, with the Lord-Mayor and other 
Magiftrates of this city, the moft ef- 
fectual legal means for reftoring the 
public peace. That the thanks of 
,the Court be given to the Military 
Affdciation, for the offer of their fer- 
vices to reftore the peace of this city, 
and that it be recommended to the 
Sheriffs of this city to accept their 
offer. That the Sheriffs of London 
be requefted to take the military 
force under their command* and en- 
deavour particularfy to proteel the 
Manfion-houfe, Guildhall, Bank of 
England, or any other place that is 
in Sanger. That the thanks of this 
Court be given to the officers of the 
inilitia of ^the city of London, for 
ihe volunfiff/ offer of their fervices, 



and that they be requefted to pi*f 
themfelves under the direclioa of 
the Sheriff* of London,. 

Thurfday y June 3. This mom* 
:ng the following Proclamation ap- 
peared : 

By the King, 
A Proclamation, 
George R. 

Whereas a great number of diA 
orderly perfons have aflembled them- 
felves together in a riotous and tu- 
multuous manner, and have beea 
guilty of many ads of treafon and re* 
bellion, having made an aflault oa 
the gaol of Newgate, fet loofe thfe 
prifoners confined therein, and fet 
fire to and deftroyed the faid prifon : 
and whereas houfes are now pulling 
down in feveral parts of our cities of 
London and Weftminfter, and liber- 
ties thereof, and fires kindled for 
confuming the materials and furni- 
ture of the fame, whereby it is be- 
come abfolutely neceflary to ufe the 
molt effectual means to quiet fuca 
diflurbances, topreferve the lives ani 
properties of individuals, and t« re* 
(lore the peace of the country ; We* 
therefore, taking the fame into our 
molt ferious confideration, have 
thought fit, by and with the advice 
of our Privy Council, to ifTue this 
our Royal Proclamation, hereby 
-ftriclly charging and exhorting all 
our loving fubje6te to preferve th« 
peace, and to keep themfelves, their 
fervants, and apprentices, quietly 
within their refpe&ive dwellings, to 
the end that all well-difpofed per- 
fons may avoid thofe mifchiefs which 
the continuance of fuch riotous pro- 
ceedings may bring upon the guilty 3 
and as it is neceflary, from the cir- 
cumftances before-mentioned, to em- 
ploy the military force, which we 
are, by law, entrufted with for the 
Immediate fuppreffion of fuch rebel* 
lious and traiterous attempts, now 
"making againft the peace and dig- 
nity ofour Crown, and the fafety of 
the lives and properties of oar lab- 
je&s, we have therefore Lined the 
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»oft direct and effectual orders 10 
all our officers, by an immediate ex- 
ertion of their utmoil force, to re- 
prefs the fame, of which all perfons 
are to take notice. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the feventh day of June, one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty, in 
the twentieth year of our feign. 
God fave the King I 
The Privy Council met laft night 
to confider of the dimirbances ; it 
was propofed to put the capital un- 
der martial law. All the lawyers 
were for it, except Judge Gould ; he 
oppofed it with a manly firmnefs, 
that was afterwards applauded by the 
whole town in the warmed and moft 
affectionate terms. His arguments 
changed the intention of the Coun- 
cil, who thereupon iiTued the above 
Proclamation. ' 

" Adjutant-General's Office, 7th 
June, 1780. 
"ORDERS. 
u In obedience to an order of the 
King's Council, 

. " The military to act without 
waiting for directions from the civil 
magiftrates, and to ufe force for dif- 
perfing the illegal and tumultuous 
ailemblies of the people. 

" Wm, Amherst, Adjutant- 
General." 
A great number of horfe were or- 
dered to patrole the ilreets day and 
night. Troops were lodged in every 
place of expected danger. The Tem- 
ple, Inns of Court, &c. were defend- 
ed by troops, who having a difcre- 
tionary power to fire as they faw fit, 
the following handbill was this day 
diflributcd ; 

" Whereas a great number of dis- 
orderly perfons have aiTembled them- ; 
felves together in a riotous and tu- 
multuous manner, and have been 
fuilty of many acts of treafon and re- 
ellion, whereby it is become abfo- 
lutely neceflary to ufe the mofl effec- 
tual methods to quiet fuch diilurh- 
ances, to preferve the property of 
individuals, and to reftore the peace 



of the country : this public notice is- 
therefore given, to advife and ex- 
hort all peaceable fubjects to keep 
themfelves quietly in their own 
houfes, left they ihould fuffer with, 
the guilty. 

4€ It is hoped all parents and maf- 
ters of families will contribute as 
much as lies in their power to the 
obfervance of this notice, by giving 
ilrict orders to their children and fer- 
vants not to ftir from home." 

This day pafled without any fur- 
ther difturbances. But though the 
military were certainly of great ufe 
in flopping thefe horrid outrages, the 
inhabitants began to think of arming 
themfelves in defence of their pro- 
perty. 

Several of the rioters were taken 
up this day in different places. Many 
were found drunk upon the ruins of 
Mr. Langdale's houfe and at New- 
gate, with the liquors found at both 
places ; others were found fecreted 
in feveral obfeure parts. One of the 
condemned felons was found and 
hanVed, by order of the Sheriffs, at 
the Poultry Compter. The various 
particulars of the many apprehen- 
sions, commitments, &c. to the Sa- 
voy, Poultry, a.id fuch other jails 
as had not been deftroved, we fhall 
omit relating, as the trials of the cri- 
minals contain the whole of that bu- 
fmefs. The apprehenfions continued 
for many days. And from this day 
the riots were totally at an end. 
The Courts of juftice were again 
opened; and the tradefmen, many 
of whofe (hops and warehouses had 
been fhut, refumed the exercife of 
their feveral occupations. 

Friday > June 9. This day the fok 
lowing Proclamation appeared : 
By the King. 
A Proclamation. 
Georce R. 
Whereas a great number of disor- 
derly perfons have for feveral days 
pall affcmblcd themfelves together, 
in a riotous and tumultuous manner, 
and have been guilty of many acts of 

trealba; 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 15 ) 



treafon, rebellion, and felony, hav- 
ing formed defigns to break open and 
deilroy the gaols and prifons, and to 
let loofe theprifoners confined there- 
in, and having a&ually broke into 
and fet on fire the gaol of Newgate, 
the King's Bench prifon, and the 
prifon of the Fleet, and releafed the 
prifoners, and made attempts on 
other gaols and prifons in and about 
this metropolis ; and having fet fire 
to and pulled down the dwelling- 
houfes of divers of our peaceable fup- 
jedts, and alfo fet fire to, burnt and 
detrroyed the materials thereof, and 
the furniture and other effects found 
therein ; and alfo taken money from 
divers of our fu ejects : we therefore, 
taking the fame into our moll ferious 
confideration, have thought fit, by 
and with the advice of our Privy 
Council, to publifh and declare our 
refolution, that the authors, abet- 
tors, and perpetrators of the faid of- 
fences be profecuted as expeditioufly 
as may be, according to the due 
courfe of law ; and we do hereby en- 
join and require all Juftices of the 
Peace, Sheriffs, Mayors, Bailiffs, 
Cohflables, and all other our loving 
fubje&s, to be aiding and afllfting to 
the utmoft of their power, in detect- 
ing, apprehending, and bringing to 
juiUce the faid offenders. And we 
are gracioufly pleafcd topromife, that 
if any perfon mall diicover any other 
perfon or perfbns who are guilty of 
any of the faid offences, fo as that the 
perfon or perfons difcovered may be 
■profecuted for the fame, fuch difco- 
^verer mail have and receive, as a re- 
ward, upon conviction of fuch offen- 
der or offenders, the fum of FIFTY 
POUNDS, and alfo our gracious 
pardon for the faid offence, in cafe 
the perfon making fuch difcovery 
ihall himfelf be liable to be profecut- 
ed for the fame ; and the Commif- 
fioncrs for executing the office of 
Treafurer of the Exchequer are here- 
by required to make payment ac- 
cordingly of the (aid rewards. 

Given at our Court at St. James's, 
the ninth day of June, one tfioufaud 



feven hundred and eighty, in th« 
twentieth year of our reign. 
God fave the King. 

The foldiers continued at their fe- 
veral polls in different parts of the 
town ; and more troops were all day 
coming in, but every thing remained 
quiet. 

Saturday y June 10. All quiet a$ 
before; the foldiers continuing to 
patrole the ftreets, and manyperfona 
taken up. , 

A Mr. W. Moore, who had pub- 
lifhed fome former papers, entitled 
Whifperer, Scourge, &c. diftributed 
at the houfe he occupied in Fleet- 
ftreet, fome inflammatory handbills, 
announcing a new paper, entitled 
the Thunderer, refpecldng the late 
riots ; he was apprehended by a party 
of foldiers, and committed. 

About five o'clock irrthe afternoon 
of this day, Lord George Gordon 
was apprehended at his houfe in 
Welbeclc-ftreet, and put under a 
guard of horfe, who conducted hi* 
Lordftrip to the horfe-guards, where 
in the evening he underwent a ftiort 
examination, and was committed to 
the Tower, a clofe prifoner, on a 
charge of treafbn and treasonable 
practices. He was efcorted to the 
Tower about ten p'clock at night, 
by a ftrong party of light-horfe, &c 
There were no disturbances. 

The confufion produced a reconci- 
liation between the King and his two 
brothers, who both made a tenderof 
their fervices. The King faw them 
both for the firft time fince their mar- 
riages ; but their Ducheffes were not 
included in the etiquette of the 
Court. 

The following was publifhed as the 
return of the killed and wounded : .: 
By the militia and 1 , M 7 

guards — J 10 H killed 

Light Horfe — ioi J 
Died in Hofpitals 75 

' 285 
Prifoners now under cure 75 

458 
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-Tfct number of prisoners fet at li- 
tierty from the feveral jails exceeded 
two thoufand. 

[For a recapitulation, with rt- 
parks, f<e pagi 64.] 

ftefell&wingplan *was agreed upon in 
the City. 
The Alderman or deputy of each 
■Ward, and the feveral houfekeepers 
and gentlemen being met, that they 
form themfelves into four divifions by 
Wliotr ; each divifion , with their 
irms to watch by rotation. That 
lioufekeepexs ^and gentlemen not on 
guard have their arms ready pre- 
pared; to proceed on beat of drum, 
with tj^eir arms to the head-quarters 
jpf the ward. That patroles be fent 
about tfee ward, in order to keep a 
watch over alehoufes and other dif- 
prderly- places ; ajfo to prevent peo- 
pie's flanding fHJl and collecting ; (to 
jpear badges, huzza, or illuminate) 
|o commit thofe who cannot give a 
good account of themfelves, and take 
Jjosri them their weapons, Sec, To 
"have intelligence eftabliihed with the 
jfteighbouring wards, and with the 
Manfipn-houfe ; and to have the fame 
intelligence f with the military, if 
judged necef&ry, and a watch-word 
for the night, -fettled among the 
commanders for the whole. To re* 
Commend hpufekeepers, parents, and 
mailers to keep their fervants, chil- 
dren and workmen at home, during 
the night ;* to prevent their being 
mixed with, or countenancing the 
guilty by their numbers. To report 
every morning the proceeding of each 
.ward to the, Lord Mayor, at the 
Manfion-houfe ; that juffc informa- 
tion may be had, on which to found 
mpafures for the benefit of the whole. 
I much approve of the above plan. 

B. Kennet, Mayor. 
Manfion-houfe, June 9, 1780. 

Col. Twiileton, who commanded 
the King's troops in the city, trans- 
mitted a copy of the above plan 10 
Lord Amherft, who, thereupon, fent 
to Colonel Twifleton the following 
letter: 



WhiteJjal!) June 12, 178a, 
Sir, 

I have received the favour of your 
letter of this date, with the feveral 
paper inclofe'd; If, in the printed 
paper with the Lord-Mayor's name 
annexed, firelocks are meant by the 
words " at'/'/ h their arms,*' in the 
fcril article of the paper, I wholly 
difapprove of that intention ; no 
perfon can bear arms in this country 
but under officers having the King's 
Cornmiflion. 

The inhabitants of the borough 
of Southwark, thofe of the parifh of 
Covent-Garden, and of fome other 
parifties, have formed themfelves into 
very ufeful, and, at the fame time, 
unexceptionable 'aflbciations, and if 
Something of the fame kind was 
adopted in the city, . there is no 
doubt but' much ufe and great fe- 
curity would arife therefrom, but 
the ufing of fire arms is improper, 
unneceffary, and cannot be approved.. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. 
Amherst. 

Copy of another Utter from Lorj 
Jmherfl to Colonel Twijleto*. 

Whitehall, June 13, 1780. 
Sir., 
- I received the favour of your letter 
■of this date, on the *fubje& of the in- 
habitants of the city being permitted 
to carry arms, and I cannot fay more 
on the general fubject than I men- 
tioned in my letter to you of yefter- 
day's date, which was a clear difap^ 
probation of that part of the Lord- 
Mayor's plan which regards the 
arms. 

If, therefore, any arms are found 
in the hands of perfons, except they 
are of the city militia, or are perfons 
anthorifed by the King to be armed* 
you will pleafe to order the arms to 
be delivered up to you, to be fafely 
kept until farther order. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Amherst. 

Li cxttntnt- colonel Twjletou. 
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In the laft vclqntt, page 337, ii in- 
jtrted the preamble to the Report of 
a Conjxi/u/ion, or Form of Govern* 
menti for the Ctinmonwialtb of 
Maffachufetts, <we have* Jinc'e thai 
publication, had the good fo r tun$ to 
obtain a temple at copy of 'that Re* 
port, and n^<w lay the remainder of 
it before our readers, 

The frame &f Government* 
The people inhabiting the terri- 
tory heretofore called the province of 
Maflachufetts Bay, -do hereby fo- 
lemnly and mutually agree with cacfi 
Other, to form themfelves into a 
free, fovereign, and independent 
body-politic or State, by the, na*me of 
The Commonwealth of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

In the Government of the Com- 
monwealth of Maflachufetts' the 
legislative, executive, and judicial 
power mall be placed in feparate &e- : 
partments, to the end that it might 
be a Government of laws, and not 
of men. ' 
The Legijlaturt 3 or General Ccnrt. * 
Art. I. The department of legif- 
ktion mall be formed by two 
branches, a Senate and Hbu/e of Re- 
■prefentdth-jfs ; each of which mall 
have a negative on the other. 

They fhall afTemble once, on the 
laft Wednefday in May, and at fuch* 
other times as they fhall judge ne- : 
ceffary, tvery year ; and fhall be 
ftiled, The General Court of 
Massachusetts. 

And the firft Magiftrate fliall have 
a negative upon all the laws — that 
he may have power to preferve the 
independence of the 1 executive and 
judicial departments. 

II. The General Court fhall for- 
ever have full power and authority 
to erect and conftitute Judicatories 
and Courts of Record, or ot\\et 
Courts, to be held in the name of 
the Commonwealth, * . the hearing* 
trying, ahd determin vig of all man- 
ner of crimes,' offences, pleas, pro- 
cefles, plaints, adtions, matters, 
Can fes, and things, whatsoever, 

VtL.X. 
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ariflng or happening . within th? 
Commonwealth, or between or con- 
cerning perfons inhabiting, or read- 
ing, pr^ brought within the\ j%j£ i 
whether the fa'me be criminal /or 'ci- 
vil, of whether the faid crimes be ca-J 
pit 41 or riot capital, and whetheY lh£ 
faid pleas be fed, jperfonal, or mixt ; 
and for the awarding and making 
cut of execution thereupon i to 
which Courts and Judicatories ate- 
hereby given .arid granted full'powejf 
anfaumoHry //from time to time, to 
adminirfer 't&tfr^ or' . affirmations' for 
the better "difcovery of truth! m, any 
matter in controve'rfy or depen'dirig 
before thelh.' " " *" ' v'r* 

. ' HI. And ' f&ttef, ''fall pbh&b 
authority are Kerferby glve'n a*nd grant- 
ed to' the faid GtKeral (Court, ffoin 
time t6 tinie"; tb' make, ordain, jarfd 
eftablifh all jnanner of wholeipin£ 
aii^rtaibn&b'ie orderV," JaWi/fta'iutes, 
and ordinance^ direftrons' 'att# 4, in- 
ftrudlions either 1 ,witn .penalties ''of 
without ; {& iPthe fame bFnotVe- 
pugnant or Contrary to this 1 ConftU 
Virion^ a? they* Mm judge to. # be for 
the jjobd afld ^etfare of * tfcs^Cmn- 
momveafth, \nd for the gov^rnhiefet 
and*ordering thereof, 'and of tftfeltibj 
je&s of the fame, and for tfte bece£ 
fary fupport alfrd/ defence of the ^Go- 
vernment thereb'f; "and ^to name £n& 
fettle annually, or provide, byiixetl 
laws, for the namirig arid fettmijg/aSf 
civil officers within the faid Cdm:^ 
monwealth ; fiich officers excepted^ 
the election and conftitn t tion 'of 
whom are not hereafter 'in this form 
of Government dthervvife provided 
for ; and to fet fofth the feveral du-; 
ties, powers and limits of the feve- 
ral civil and military officers of this 
Commonwealth, and the forms of 
fuch oaths as fhall be refpecYively ad-[ 
miniftered unto' them for the execu- 
tion of their feveral offices and 
places, fo as the fame be not repug- 
nant or contrary to this Conftitu- 
tiort ; and alfo to impofe fines, 



mul&s, imprlfonments, and other 
punifhments.; and to impofe and 
D levy 
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levy proportional and reafonableaf- 
feflments, rates, and taxes,, upon the 
perfons of all the inhabitants of and 
residents within the faid Common- 
wealth, and upon all eftates within 
the Came : to be tfTued and difpofed 
of by warrant, under the hand of the 
Governor for this Commonwealth 
for the time being, with the ad- 
vice and confent of the Council, for 
the public fervice, in the-neceiTary 
defence and fupport of the Govern- 
ment of the faid Commonwealth, 
and the protection and prefervation 
of the fubjedts thereof, according to 
fuch afts as are or lhall be in force 
within the fame ; and to difpofe of 
matters an<t things whereby they 
may be religionlly, peaceably, and 
dvxDy governed, protected, and de- 
fended. 

And that public aflfeffinents may 
be made with equality, there fhall be 
a valuation of eftates within the 
Commonwealth taken anew once in 
every ten yean at the lealt. 

I. There fhall be annually elected 
by the freeholders and other inhabi- 
tants of this Commonwealth, quali- 
fied as in this Cbnftitution is provid- 
ed, forty perfons to be Counfcllors 
and Senators for the year enfuing 
their election, tobechofen in and by 
the inhabitants of the diftricts into 
which the Commonwealth may from 
time to time be divided by the Ge- 
neral Court for that purpofe : and 
tjie General Court, in aligning the 
numbers to be elected by the refpec- 

♦ tive diftricts, fhall govern them- 
JeTves by the proportion of the pub- 
lic taxes paiii by the Cud diftnets ; 
and timely make known to the in- 
habitants of the Commonwealth the 
limits of each diftrict, and the num- 
ber' of Counfellors and Senators to 
Be chofen therein ; ., provided that 
the number of fuch diftricts ihall be 
never more than fixteen, nor lefs 

-than ten. 

And the feveral counties in this 
Commonwealth, fhall, Until the Ge- 



neral Court fhall determine it necef- 
fary to alter faid diftricts, be diftricts 
for the choice of Counfellors and 
Senators (except that the counties 
of Dukes-county and Nantucket 
mall form one diftrict for that pur- 
pose) and lhall elect the following 
number for Counfellors and Sena- 
tors, viz. 

Suffolk 6 York z- 

E/Tex 6 Dukes-county & 

Middlefex 5 Nantucket t 

Hampfhire 4 Worcefter 5 

Plymouth 3 Cumberland 1 

Barnftable 1 Lincojn 1 

Briftol " 3 Berkfliire 2 

II, The Senate fhall be the firft 
branch of the Legiflature ^ and the 
Senators fhall be chofen in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz. there fhall be a 
meeting on the firft Monday in April 
annually, for ever, of the inhabitants 
of all the towns in the feveral coun- 
ties of this Commonwealth, to be 
^called by the Selectmen, and warn- 
ed, in due courfe of law, at leafl 
feven days before the. firft Monday 
in April, for the purpofe of electing 
perfons "to be Senators and Counfel- 
lors : and at fuch meetings every 
male perfon of twenty-one years of 
age and upwards, refident in fuch 
towns one year next preceding the 
annual election of Senators, having 
a freehold eftate within the Com- 
monwealth, of the annual income of 
three pounds, or other real or perfon- 
al eftate of the value of fixty pounds, 
fhall have a right to give in his vote 
for the Senators for the diftrict. 

The Selectmen of the feveral 
towns mail prefide at £uch meetings, 
and fhall be under oath, as well as 
the Town-clerk, to prefide impar- 
tially, according to their beft fkill 
and judgment ; and to make a juft 
and true return. 

The Selectman fhall receive the 
votes of all the inhabitants of fuch 
towns qualified to vote for Senators, 
and fhall fort and count them in 
open town-meeting, and in pre fence 
of the Tcwn-clerk, who fhair make , 

a fair 
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a fair record * in prefence of the Se- 
lectmen, and in open town-meeting, 
of the name of every perfon voted 
for, and of the number of votes 
againft his name ; and a fair copy of 
this record fhall be attested by the 
Selectmen and the Town-clerk, and 
fhall be fealed up, directed to the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth for 
the time being, with a fuperfcrip- 
tion, exprefilng the purport of the 
contents thereof* aha delivered by 
the Town-clerk of fuch towns, to 
the Sheriff of the county in which 
fuch town lies, thirty days at lead 
before the laft Wednefday in May 
annually ; or fr fhall be delivered in- 
to the Secretary's office feventeen 
days at leaft before the faid laft Wed- 
nefday in May ; and the Sheriff of 
each county ihall deliver all fuch 
certificates, by him received, into 
the Secretary's office feventeen days 
before the laid laft Wednefday in 
May f 

And the inhabitants of plantations 
unincorporated, <rualified as this 
Conftitution provides, who are or 
fhall be empowered and required to 
aflefs taxes upon themfelves toward 
the fupport of Government, fhall 
have the fame privilege of voting 
for Counfellors and Senators in the 
plantations where they refide, as 
town inhabitant have in their re- 
fpeftive towns ; and the plantation 
meetings for that purpofe fhall be 
held annually on the fame firft Mon- 
day- in April, .af fudv place in the 
plantations refpect;vely, as the AfTef- 
fors thereof ft}ali direct; which Af- 
feflbrs fhall ^ave like authority for 
notifying the electors, collecting and 
returning the votes, as the Selectmen 
and Town-clerks have in ^eir feve- 
ral towns by this Qonftitution. And 
all other perfons living in, places un- 
incorporated, (qualified as aforefaid) 
who fhall be aflefjfed to (he fappp** 
of .Government by the AfTeuon; of 
an adjacent town, fhall have the 
privilege of ^giving in their votes % 



Counfellors and Senators, in the 
town where they fhall be afTefTed, 
and be notified of the place of meet-' 
iag by the Selectmen of the town 
where they fhall be afTefTed for that 
purpofe accordingly. 

III. And that there may be a due 
convention of Senators on the laft 
Wednefday in May annually, the 
Governor, with five rff die Council, 
for the time being, fhall, as foon as 
may be, examine the returned copies 
of fuch records ; and fourteen days . 
before the faid day he fhall iffue his 
fummons to fuch perfons as fhall 
appear to be chofen oy a majority of 
voters, to attend on that day and; 
take their feats accordingly : pro* 
vided, neverthelefs, that tor the rrrft 
year die faid returned copies fhall be 
examined by the Prefident and five 
of die Council of the former Confu- 
tation of Government ; and tip faid 
Prefident ft*all, in like manner, ifTue 
his fummons to the perfons (a elect- 
ed, that they may take their feats as 
aforefaid. 

IV. The Senate, however, fhall 
be die finaj Judge of the elections* 
returns, and qualifications of their 
own Members ; and fhall, on the 
faid laft Wednefday in May annual- 
ly, determine and declare who are 
elected by each diftrict, to be Sena- 
tors, by a majority of votes : and in 
cafe there fhall not appear to be the 
full number of Senators returned 
elected by a majority of votes for any 
diftrict, the deficiency fhall be fup- 
plied in the following manner, vizi 
the \fembers of the Houfe of Re- 

Srefehtatives, and fuch Senators ai 
jail be' declared e!e#ed, fhall take 
the names of twice the number of 
Senator* wanting, from thofe who 
fhall be found to have the highetf 
number of votes in fuch diftrict, and 
not elected ; and out of thefe fhktj 
elect, by ballot, a number of Sena- 
tors, fufficient to fill uj>. the vacancie 
in fuch diftrict: and in this manner 
all fuch vacancies fhall Jie filled up : in 
D % ever/ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



r 20 r 



every difrrjct of the Commonwealth ; . 
AV& in lilce manner all vacancies in 
tjie. Senate, arifing by death, remo- 
val out of the State, or ptherwife^ 
fhall be fupplied as Toon as may be 
sfterfuch vacancies fhall happen. 
-. V. Provided, neverthelefs, t that np, 
perfon fhall be capable .of. being 
elected as a Senatpr jpjj° is "not of the 
ChrlfHan religion^ t and feifed 'in his 
own right of. a fxfehold wittiin tjus 
Comruonweajtly of the value of 
three hundred "pounds at leafl, t aful 
-who has not* been an inhabitant ofv 
this Gommonweath for the fpace of 
feven years, three of which immedi- 
ately preceding his'clettion, and in, 
the district for, which t he^fhall be" 
chofen. .... [ 

VJ. The Senate /h^Il^ve power 
to adjourn themfejve$ij)rbvule4 fue^ 
adjournments do not* exceedtwo days 
at a time. 

VII. The Senate fhaH, chufe its 
own President, appoint its own offi- 
cers, and determine it's own rules q( 
proceedings. ',".,/" 

VIII. The Senate fhall ..be/ a 
Court with full authority to hear and 
determine all impeachments made 
by the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
againft any officer or officers of the 
Commonwealth, for mifconduct and 
mal-adminiflration in' their offices. 
JJut previous to the trial of every im- 
peachment,, the Members of the 
Senate fhall reflectively be fworn, 
truly and impartially to try and de-| 
termine the charge in ^qjiefoon, ac- 
cording 'to evidence^ "Tneir judg- 
men t, however, fhaJJ hot extend fur- 
&er : than to removal Trogi, jpffice, 
and dif^ualif^adon tp'hokl p.r enjoy 
any/plafe of "honour^pr tru^or^o-' 
fit, under this Common'^e^tTu $xii 
the party Fo convicted, \ fhall be, n*e-| 
yerthelefs, liable to'^i&'naent, tj-iaj,' 
judgment, and pWi{hm,e;it, accord 
ing to the laws of the Iap<i. ' " ■.* " -* 

tioufe of ' Reprcfentariva, 
";L, There fhall be'in theUeglfl^- 
ture pf this * Commonwealth, a re- 



prefentation of the people, annually' 
elected, and founded in equality. 

II. And in order to provide for a 
reprefentation of the citizens of this 
Commonwealth, founded upon the 
principle of equality, every corpo- 
rate towri, containing one. hundred 
and fifty rateable polls, may elect 
one Reprefentative : every corporate 
town, containing three hundred and 
feven'ty-five rateable polls', may elect 
nvb Reprefentatives :' every corpo- 
rate town, containing fix hundred 
rateable ^>oll$, may ; fclcct three Re- 
prefentatives ; aria proceeding in 
that. manner,' making, two hundred 
ar\d twcnty-f.vc rateable polls the 
mean increafing number 'for every 
additional ReprefentativeV 
* "And 'forever hereafter the leafl 
number^ of 'rateable polls neceffary 
to entitle a corporate town to elect 
one Reprefentative, when' increafed 
by the addition of a number equal 
to half the faid leafl number fhall be 
the nieari increafmg number of rate- 
able polls for every additional. Re-, 
prcfentative any corporate towh mny 
elect. 

And to prevent hereafter the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives from be- 
coming imweildy and incapable of 
debating and deliberating by the 
great additions it would continually 
receive from the increafing fettle- 
ment and population of this Com- 
monwealth, nocorp'oratetown, fhall, 
frdm and after the year of our Lord 
one. thoufand* feven hundred and 
ninety, be entitled to elect one Re- 
prefentative/ uhlefs it fhall contain 
t,vvo hundred rateable polls ; nor to 
elect two .Reprefentatives., unlefs it 
ih^ll contain five hundred rateable 
pojJsV npr to eleft three Rcpfefenta- 
cives*, uhlefs 'it .fhall contain eight 
^uhdrei' rateable polls and'fopro- 
dfedijig'ih that manner, making, by 
&c 4 lkto&fa\d rule, "threfe hundred 
ratedbie'poifs, the meHn ,{ mcreafing' 
nUm^ficf- eVery^Uditkirial Repr'e-: 
{&tative.* : And** every » tenth year, 
' • from 
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from and after the faid year of our 
txttd one^thoufand feven hundred 
and' ninety, and until fuch time as 
the » number of .Reprefentatives, 
which may ' be . clewed' for this 
Commonwealth", , fhall not exceed; 
the 'number of two hundred, the 
leanVnumberpf rateable polh, whiclv 
■tt 'that time any corporate town 
muftlcontain to entitle it r to elect oner 
Reprefentative, ' 'fhall' be' iricreafed 
by the addition of fifty; 'and the 
leaft number aforefaid, thns'irrcreaf- 
ed by the faid addition, (Kail be*' the 
number of rateable polls any cprpo- 
jate town mult contain to entitle it 
to elect one RepfefentatTve : and the 
number of Reprefentatives any cor- 
porate town may elect fhall be regu- 
lated accordingly by the rules afore- 
faid. 

The freeholders and other inha- 
bitants of this Commonwealth, qua- 
lified to vote for Reprefentatives, 
living in corporate towns, which fe- 
verally ihall contain a Iefs number of 
rateable polls than is neceflary to 
entitle them reflectively to elect 
one Reprefentative, ihall, neverthe- 
# lefs, have a right to affociate with 
fome town or towns adjoining, for 
the election of Reprefentatives ; and 
in fuch cafes the voters thus united, 
fhall tyave a right to elect the fame 
number of Reprefentatives as they 
would have done were they inhabi- 
tants of one corporate town ; which 
Reprefentatives may be elected out 
of either of the aflbciated towns in- 
differently : and the Legiflature ihall 
from time to time determine what*' 
towns' Ihall thus affociate, 'the man- 
ner of the aflbejation, and the 
.method and manner of 'calling and 
conducting the meetings of the aftb- 
ciated' *?6whs for the 'election of 
Reprefentatives." ' - . \ 

' III. The Members of, the Houfg 
of Reprefentatives fhall be choferf 
by written votes ; "and- no perform 
fhall be qualified, or eligible, tq hex 
Member of the fai-j ' Hbc'fe, unlefsf 



he be of the Chriftian religion, and* 
for one year at leaft next preceding 
his election fhall have been an inha- 
bitant of, and have been feifed in 
his own right of a freehold of the 
value of one hundred pounds, within' 
the town or towns he ihall be chofen 
to reprefent ; and he fhall ceafe to 
reprefent the faid town or towns,' 
immediately On his ceafing to be a 
a freeholder within the fame. 

IV. Every male perfoh, being 
twenty- one years of age, and refi- 
dent in any one particular town ia 
this Commonwealth for the fpace of 
one year next preceding, having a 
freehold eftate within the fame town, 
or". the annual income of three 
pounds, or other eftate real or per- 
fonal, 6r mixt, of the value of iixtr 
pounds, *fhall have a right to vote ia 
the choice of a Reprefentative or 
Reprefentatives, for the faid town, or 
for the towns united as aforefaid. 

V. The Members of the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives fhall be chofea 
annually in the month of May, ten 
days at leaft before the laft Wednef* 
day of that month, from among the 
wifeft, moft prudent, and virtuous of 
the fre|holders. 

VI. 'The Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives fhall be the Grand Inqueft of 
this Commonwealth ; and all im- 
peachments made by them, fhall be 
heard, and tried by the Senate. 

VII. All money-bills fhall origi- 
nate in the Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives ; but the Senate may propofe 
or. concur with amendments, as on 
other bills. 

^ VIII. The Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives fhall have power to adjourn 
themfelvcs ; provided fuch adjourn- 
ment fhall nop exceed two days at a 
time. : \ 

< l^t. Not lefs than fix'ty Members 
of the. Houjfe of" Reprefentatives, 
mail con ftitute a quorum' 'for doing 
bufirieft: * 

X. The Houfj* of Reprefentatives^ 

fhall chufe their own Speaker, ap- 

-.*■*"•■ point* 
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jpoint their own officers, and fettle 
the rules and orders of proceeding in 
their own Houfe: they fhall have 
authority to punifh by imprifonment 
every perfon who fliall be guilty of 
difrefpect to the Houfe, in its pre- 
fence, by any diforderly or con- 
temptuous behaviour ; or by threat- 
ening or ill-treating any of its 
Members ; or, in a word, by ob- 
Jbrudting its deliberations ; every 
perfon guilty of a breach of its pri- 
vileges, in making arrets for debts, 
or by ajflaultihg one of its Members 
daring his attendance at any SejQIon, 
tar on the road, whether he be going 
to the Houfe or returning home ; in 
af&njting any one of its officers, or 
ia difturmng him in the execution 
of any order, or procedure of the 
Koufe ; in aftaulting or troubling. 
any witnefs or other, perfon, ordered 
to attend the Houfe, in his way in 
going or returning, or in refcuing 
any perfon arretted by order of the 
poufe. 

XL The Senate IhaTI haye the 
ferae powers in the like cafes ; and 
the Governor and Council fhall 
kave the fame authority to punifh in 
Bee cafes. Provided that no im- 
prifonment on the warrant or order 
<rf" the Governor,- Council, Senate, 
cr Houfe of Reprefentatives, for 
cither of the above-defcribed oiFenc- 
es, be for a term exceeding thirty 
days. 

Executive Power. 
Governor, 
, Art. I. There (hall be a fupreme 
executive Magifbate, who fhall be 
fHled, The Governor of the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts; and whofe title (hall be — 
His Excellency. 

II. The Governor fhall bechofen 
annually; and no perfon fhall be 
eligible to this office, unlefs, at the 
time of his election, he fhall have 
been an inhabitant of this Common- 
wealth for feven years next preced- 
ing ; and unlefs he fhall at the fames 
time be feized in his own right of a 



freehold within the Commonwealth, 
of the value of One Thoufand 
Pounds ; and unlefs he ihall be of 
the Chriftian religion* 

III. Thofe perfons who fhall be 
qualified to vote for Senators and 
Reprefentatives, within the feveraj 
towns of this Commonwealth* mall, 
at a meeting to be called for thaif 
purpofe, on the firft Monday in 
-April annually, give in their votes 
for a Governor to the Selectmen 
whp fhall prefide at fuch meetings,; 
and the Town-clerk, in the prefence, 
and with the affi fiance of the Se- 
leclmen^ fhall, in open town-meeting, 
fort and count the votes, and form 
a lift of the perfons voted for, with 
the number of votes for each per- 
fon againft his name ; and fhall make 
a fair record of the fame in the 
town books, and a public decla- 
ration thereof in the faid meeting, 
and fhall, in the prefence of the in* 
habitants, &al up copies of the laid 
lift, attefted by him and the Select- 
men, andtranfmit the fame to the 
Sheriff of the county thirty, days a$ 
leaft before the laft Wednefday in 
May ; or fhall caufe returns of tho 
fame to tje made to the office of the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth fe- 
venteen days at leaft before the faid 
day, who fhall lay the fame before. 
the Senate and the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives, on the laft Wednefday \n 
May, to be by them examined ; an<4 . 
in cafe of an election by a majority 
of votes through the Commonwealth* 
the choice fhall be by them declared 
and publifhed : but if no perfon fhaU 
have a majority of votes, the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives fhall, by ballot^ 
eleel two out of four perfons who 
had the higheft number of votes, if 
fo many fhall have been voted for, 
but if otherwife, out of the number 
voted for; and,.. make return to the 
Senate of the- two perfons j[b elected; 
on which the Senate fhall proceed by 
ballot to elecl one, who fhall be de- 
clared Governor, 

|V. Tbe perfon chofen, Goyernor^ 
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and accepting the truft, ft>al!, in the 
prefence of the two Houfes, and be- 
fore he proceeds to execute the duties 
of his office, make and fubfcribe the 
following declaration, and take the 
following oaths, to be adminiftered 
by the Prefidentof the Senate : viz. 
I, A. B. being declared duly elect- 
ed Governor of the Commonwealth 
of MafTachufetts, do now declare, 
that I believe and profefs the Chrif-j 
dan religion, from a firm perfuafion 
of its truth ; and that I am feized 
and poflefTed in my own right of the 
property required by law, as one qua- 
lification for that office. 
' I, A. B. do folemmly rwear; that I 
oear faith and tree allegiance to the 
Commonwealth of Maflachufetts ; 
that I will faithfully and impartially 
difcharge and perform all the duties 
incumbent on me as a Governor of 
this Commonwealth, according to 
the beft of my abilities and under- 
ftanding, agreeably to tke rules and 
regulations of the Conftitution ; and 
that I will not attempt or confent to 
a violation thereof. So help me 
GOD. 

V. The Governor fhall have au- 
thority, from time to time, at his dis- 
cretion, to aflemble and call together 
the Counfellors of this Common- 
wealth for the time being; and the 
Governor, with the faid Counfellors, 
or five of them at leaft, fhall and 
may, from time to time, hold and 
keep a Council, for the ordering and 
directing the affairs of the Common- 
wealth according to law. 

VI. The Governor, with advice 
of Council, fhall have full power and 
authority, in therecefs of the Gene- 
ral Court, to prorogue the fame from 
time to time, not exceeding ninety 
days in any one recefe of the faid 
Court; and during the ffeflion of the 
faid Court, to adjourn or prorogue it . 
to any time the two Houfes fhall de- 
fire, and to difTolve the fame at their 
requeft, or on the We4nefday next 
preceding thelaftWednefdayin May; 



and to call it together (boner than ike 
time to which it maybe adjourned or 
prorogued, if the welfare of the 
Commonwealthfhall require the fame. 

VII. In cafes of difagreement be- 
tween the two Houfes, with regard 
to the time of adjournment or pro- 
rogation, the Governor, with advice 
©ithe-Gouncil; fhafl have a right to 
adjourn or prorogue the General 
Court, as he fhall determine the 
public good fhall require. 

VIII. Th<* Governor of this Com- 
monwealth, for -the time being, fhall 
be the Commander in Chief of the 
army and navy, and of all the mili- 
tary forces of the State, by fea and 
land; and fhall have full power by 
himfelf, or by any chief commander, 
or other officer or officers to be ap- 
pointed by him from time to time, 
to train, inftrucl, exercife, and go- 
vern the militia and navy ;, and, for/ 
the fpecial defence and fafety of the 
Commonwealth, to alfiemble in mar- 
tial array, and put in warlike poihire, 
the inhabitants thereof, afcd to lead 
and conduct them, andwith them to 
encounter, expulfe, repel, reiift, and 
purfue, by force of arms, as well by 
fea as by land, within or without the 
fimifs of this Commonwealth ; and 
alfo to kill, flay, deftroy, and con- 
quer, by all fitting ways, enterprizes, 
and means vvhatfoever, aH and every 
fuch perfon and perfons as fhall, at 
any time hereafter, in a h'oftHe man- 
ner attempt, or enterprize the de- 
ftru&ion, invafion, detriment, or an- 
noyance of this Commonwealth ; and 
to ufe' and exercife, over the army 
and navy, and over the militia in ac- 
tual fcrvice, the law martial, in time 
of war, invafion, or rebellion, as oc- 
casion fhall neceffarily require ; and 
alfo* from time to time to erect forts,' 
and to fortify any place or places 
within the faid Commonwealth, and. 
and the fame to furaifh with all ne- 
ceffary ammunition, provifions, and 
ftores of war, for offence or defence ; 
and fo commit from time to time the 

cuftody 
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$ullc4y£n5i government of tjie^fame 
to fuch perfon or perfons as to .him 
ihall feem meet: and, in times of 
emergency, the faid forts ancj forti 7 
fications to demolifh at his difcration ; 
and to tafce and furprize, by all- ways 
and means ;whatfoever, all ancl/jverj* 
fuch perfon or .perfons, t with ; theic 
ihips, arms, ammunition^ and otfier 
gpofls, as fh.aH, ^.a.hoftile manner^ 
invade, or attempt the invading,~con- 
<juering, or annoying this Common- 
wealtji $iJtnd v vn,fin£, > that the, Qo 
Ternor bk intrufte^ with all other 
powers incident; tt^jthe oifices pf , Cap-; 
tain- General,' a-n^ Commander in 
Chief, and Admiral, to be^xercifed 
agreeably to tl>e rules and regulations 
of the £6nftitution, and the laws of 
the land, ^ . " . * ■ g 

Provided, ;that the faid Governor 
mall not at any time hereafter, ^y 
virtue of any. power by this Confu- 
tation granted, or hereafter to be 
granted to him^ l$y the Legiflature^ 
tranfport any of.tfie inhabitants , of 
this Comnjonweakl}, or oblige them 
\o march out of the limits of the 
fame, rwithout their freehand volun- 
tary confeni, or the confent of the 
General Court; nor grant commif- 
iions for exerctfing the law martial 
upon any of the inhabitants .tof this 
Commonwealth, without the advice 
aid t confent. of the Council of the 
iamc. 

IX. The power of pardoning of- 
fences, except fuch perfons as may be 
convicled of before the Senate by.an 
impeachment of tike Houfe, mall be 
in the Governor, by and with the 
advice of the Council: but no char- 
ter of pardon, granted by the Gover- 
nor, with advice of the Council, 
before conviction, ihall avail the par- 
ty pleading the fame, notwkhftand^ 
ing any general or particular ex- 
preffions contained therein, defcrip- 
tive of the offence or offences intended 
to be pardoned. 

X. All judicial officers, the At- 
torney-General, the Solicitor-Gene- 



ral, all Sheriff^ t Coroners, Regifters 
of Probate, and Regiflers of Marir 
time Courts, fhall^e nominated arid 
appointed by the Governor, by and 
with the advice, and confent of the 
Council; and every fuch nornjiiation 
mail be .made by the Governor,' and 
made at leaft feven dayj prior to fucFi 
appointir^ent./j". . , . ',!,*, .'.'„'■ 

,XI. All officers of the militia ih all 
be appointed *b^ the. Governor,, with 
the advice aict.coniHt of the' Coun- 
cil ; he Hrfl nominating them fey^n 
days^atdeaft before the appointment. 

XIL All monieslball be jMue.cl but 
of the treafurv; of this Cpmmon-i 
wealth, aad dilppfed of by> warrant 
undejr the^l^x^oCthe . Governor., Fcr 
the time being, AyitH the advice and 
confent. of the Council^ for the ne- 
cefTary defence^at^lfupport \ot. tn'e 
Commonweal th/^arid for the protect 
tion and prefervatiori of the 'inhabi- 
tants thereof, agreeably to the a£ts 
and refolves or" the General CoiirU 

XIII. AH public boards, the Com- 
miffary general, all fuperin tending 
officers of publk magazines and ftores 
Belonging to this Commonwealth, 
and all commanding officers of*" forts 
and garrifons within the fame, Ihall 
once, in'three months officially, and 
without requifition, and at pther 
times, when required by the Govern 
nor, deliver to him an account of* 
all goods, ilores, provisions, ammu- 
nition, cannon with their appendages^ 
and fmall arms with their accoutre- 
ments, and of all other public pro- 
perty whatever, under their care re^ 
fpectively; diftinguifhing the quan- 
tity, number, quality, and kind of 
each, as particularly as may be ; to- 
gether with the condition of fuch 
fort, and garrifons : and the faid com- 
manding officer fhall exhibit to the 
Governor, when required by him, 
true and exaft plans of fuch forts, 
and of the land and fea, or harbour 
or harbours adjacent. 

And the faid Boards, and all pub- 
lic officers, ihall communicate to the 
Governor 
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Governor, as foon as may be -after 
receiving the fame, all letters,, dif- 
patches, and intelligences, of fc pub- 
lic nature, which mail be directed to 
them refpe&ivefy* 

XIV. And to prevent an undue 
Influence in this Commonwealth^ 
which the firft magiftrate thereof may 
acquire, by the long pofTeffiOTi of the 
important powers and truil of that 
office, as alfo to ftimul ate others to 
qualify themfelves for thefervice of 
the public in the highcft ftations, no 
man ihall be eligible as Governor of 
this Commonwealth, more than five 
years in any fevcn years. 

XV. As the public good requires, 
that the Governor mould not be under 
the undue influence of any of the 
member* of the General Court, by -a 
dependence on them for his fopport, 
that he fhould, in all cafes, act with 
freedom for: the benefit of the pub- 
lic--~that he fhould not hare his at- 
tention neceiTarily diverted from that 
object to his private concerns— and 
that he mould maintain the dignity of. 
the Cmmonwealth in the character 
of its Chief Magiftrate — it is necef-, 
fary that he fhould have an honour- 
able ftated falary, of a fixed and 
permanent value, amply fufficient for 
thofe purpofes, and eftabKfhed by 
Handing laws r andit fhall be among 
the firft a&s of the General Court, 
after the commencement of this 
Conftitution, to eftablifh fuch falary 
by law accordingly. 

Permanent and honourable fahries 
fhall alfo be eftablifhed by law for the 
JnfHces of theSuperior Court. 

And if it fhall be found, that any 
of the falaries aforefaid, fo eftablifh- 
ed, are insufficient, they fhall, from 
time to time, be enlarged, as the Ge- 
neral Court fhall think proper. 
Lieut enant- governor , * and the after- 
t aiming the 'value of the money, 
mentioned in this Conftitution, at 
qualifications to office, &^. 

I. There fhall be annually elected 
Vol. X. 



a Lieutenant-Governor of the Com* 
mqn wealth of MafTachufetts, whqfe 
title fhall be- — Hts Honovr— 
and who mail be qualified, in point 
of religion, property, and refiaertce j 
in the Commonwealth, in the fame' 
manner with the Governor. He j 
fhall be< chbfen en the feme day, in' 
the fame manner, and by the fame 
perfons. The return of the' vote* 
for this officer, and the declaration of 
his election, fhall be in die fame 
manner : and if no one perfon fhall 
be found to have a majority of vbtes> • 
the vacancy {Trail be filled ,by the 
Senate and Houfe jof Reprefenta** 
tives, in the fame manner as the 
Governor is to be elected, in eafe no' 
one perfon has a majority of the 
votes of the people to be Governor. "■ 

II. The Lieutenant-governor fhall 
always be ex officio, a Member, and, 
in the abfence of the Governor, 
Prefident of the Council. 

III. Whenever the Chair of the. 
Governor fhall be vacant, by reafbn 
of his death or abfehce from the 
Commonwealth, or otherwife, the 
Lieutenant-governor, fpr the time 
being, fhall, during fuch vacancy, 
have and exercife all the powers and* 
authorities, which, by this Confti- 
tution, jhe Governor is vefled with, 
when perfonally prefent* 

IV. The refpeelive values, align- 
ed by the feveral articles of xh\4 
Conftitution, to the property necef- 
fary to qualify the fubjefts of this 
Commonwealth to be elettors, and. 
alfo to be elected into feveral offices, 
for the holding of which fuch qua- 
lifications are required, fhall always 
be computed in filver at the rate of 
fix /hillings and eight pence per 
ounce. 

V* And it fhall be in the power 
of the Legiflature, from time to time, 
- to increafe fuch qualifications of the 
perfons to be elected to offices, as 
the circumfhnces of the Common- 
wealth fhall require. 
E , Council 
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CtunitU and the Manner of fettling 

Elections by the Legijlature ; Oaths 

to be taken, tSJV. 

I. There fhall be a Council for 
advifing the Governor in the execu- 
tive part of government, to confnl 
of nine perfons, befides the Lieu- 
tenant - governor, whom the Go- 
vernor, for the time being, fhall 
have full power and authority, from 
time to time, at his difcretion, to 
aflemble and call together. And 
the Governor, with the faid Coun- 
fellors, or five of them at leaft, (hall 
and may, from time to time, hold 
and keep a Council, for the ordering 
and directing the affairs of the Com- 
monwealth, according to the laws of 
the land. 

. II. Nine Counfellors fhall, out of 
the perfons returned for Counfellors 
and Senators, be annually chofen, ,on 
the lafl Wednefday in May, by the 
joint ballot of the Senators and Re- 
prefentatives affembled in one room. 
The feats of the perfons, thus elected 
into the Council, and accepting the 
truft fhall be vacated in the Senate ; 
and in this manner the number of Se- 
nators fhall be reduced to thirty-one. 

III. The Counfellors, in the civil 
arrangements of the Commonwealth, 
fhall have rank next after the Lieu- 
tenant-governor. * 
* IV. Not more than two Counfel- 
lors fhall be chofen out.oij" anyone 
difirift of this Commonwealth. 

V. The refolution^ and advice of 
the Council fhall.be recorded in a 
regifter, and fignedbythe members 
prefent; and this record may be 
called for at any time.by either HoUfe 
of the Legiflature ; and any member 
of the Qouncil may infert his opinion 
contrary to the refoiutionx>f the ma- 
jority. 

VI. Whenever the office of the 
Governor and Lieutenant r governor 
fiiall be vacant, byreafon of4eath, 
abfence, or otherwife, then the 
Council, or the major part of them, 
fhall, during fuch vacancy, have full 
ppwqr and authority to do, and e£- 



' ecute> all and every fuch afts, matters 
and* things, as the Governor or thf 
Lieutenant-governor might or could, 
by virtue of this Conftitution, do or 
execute, if they, or either of them, 
were perfonally prefent. 

VII. And whereas the elections 
appointed to be made by this Confti- 
fhtution, on the lafl Wednefday in 
May,. annually, by the two Haufes 
of the Legiflature, may not be com- 
pleted on that day, the faid elections 
may be adjourned from day to day, 
until the fame fhall be completed*. 
And the order of elections fhall be as 
follows: the vacancies in the, Senate, 
if any, fhall firfl be filled up, the 
Governor and Lieutenant-governor 
fhall then be elected ; provided these 
fhall be no choice of them by the 
people ; and afterwards the two 
IJoufes (hall proceed to the election 
of the Council; 

V11L The Lieutenant-Governor, 
Counfellors, Senators, and'hwmbers 
of the Houfe of Representatives, 
fhall, before they enter on the ex* 
ecution of their refpeftive offices, 
make and fubferibe the fame de- 
claration, and take the fame oath, 
(mutatis mutandis J which the Go- 
vernor is directed by this Conftitu- 
tion to make, fubferibe and take. 
-. And every perfon appointed to any 
civil or military office of this Com* 
mon wealth, fhall, previous: to his 
entering, on the execution of his of- 
fice, make and fubferibe the follow- 
ing declaration, (mutatis mutandis J 

viz.; — - ■ ? r 

■I, A. B. being appointed 
do now.4ecJate, that I believe and 
profefe the Chriftian religion, from 
a firm perfuafionof the truth thereof. 
r.And fie fhall likewife take an oath 
of the form following, (mutatis mu* 
tandis ) .viz. — . ' . ... J 

I f A.JB. do iblemnly fwear, that 
I .will bear faith, and true allegiance 
* to the Commonwealth of MafTachu- 
fetts ; that I will faithfully and im- 
partially difcharge, and perform all 
the duties incumbent 0n.me.a3. 

aCCOrd- 
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according to the beft of my abilities 
and underftanding, agreeably to the 
rules and regulations of the Cbnftitu- 
tion ; and that I will not attempt, 
or confent to, a vioIation\hereof. So 
help me GOD. 

Provided notwithstanding, that 
any perfon, fo appointed, who has 
confcientious fcruples relative to tak- 
ing oaths, may bq admitted to make 
a folemn affirmation, under the pains 
and penalties of perjury, to the truth 
of the matters, contained in the form 
of the faid oath, inftead of taking 
the fame. 

Secretary, T'rea/urer, Commiffary, &c, 
I. The Secretary, Treafurer and Re- 
ceiver-general, and the Commiflary- 
general, Notaries Public, and Naval 
Officers, mall be chofen annually, 
by joint ballot of the Senators and 
Reprefentatives in one room. And 
that the citizens of this Common- 
wealth may be afTured, from time to 
time, that the monies remaining in 
the public Treafury, upon the fettle- 
ment and liquidation of the public 
accounts, are their property, no maa 
mall be elegible as* Treafurer and 
Receiver-general more than five 
years fucceflively. 

' II. The records of the Common- 
wealth mall be kept in the office of 
the Secrerary, who mall attend the 
Governor and Council, the Senate 
and Houfe of Reprefentatives, in 
perfon, or by his deputies, as they 
ftall refpe&ively require. 

* Judiciary Power* 

■•'Art. 'I. The tenure, that all cony- 
miffion officers by law hold in the if 
offices, ihall be exprefled in their re-, 
fpe&ive commiffions. All judicial 
officers, duly appointed, commiffion- 
ed and fworn, mall hold their -offices 
during good behaviour : Provided 
neverthelefs, the Governor, with 
confent of the Council, may remove 
them upon the addrefsofbothHoufes 
of the Legiflature ; and all other oft 
ficers, appointed by the Governor 
and CotinciJ, mall fy)ld their offices 
during pleafure, 



II. No Juftice of the Superior 
Court of Judicature 1 , Court of Affize, 
and General Gaol Delivery, mail 
have a feat in the Senate, or Houfe 
of Reprefentatives. 

III. The Senate, neverthelefs/ 'as 
well as the Governor and Council, 
fhall have authority to require the 
opinions of the J udges upon impor- 
tant queftions of law, and upon 
folemn occafions. 

IV. In order that the people may 
not fuffer from the long continuance 
in place of any Juftice of the Peace, 
who fhall fail of difcharging the im- 
portant duties of his office, with abi- 
lity or fidelity, all commiffions of 
Juflices of the Peace fhall expire, 
and become void, in the term of 
feven years, from their refpeftive 
dates ; and upon the expiration of 
any commiffion, the Governor and 
Council may, if necefTary, renew 
fuch commiffions, . or appoint ano- 
ther perfon, as fhall moft conduce 
to the well-being of the Common- 
wealth, -"' '* 

V. The Judges of probate of 
wills, and for granting letters of ad- 
miniftration, fhall hold their courts 
at fuch place or places, on fixed days, 
as the convenience of the people fhaH 
require.. And the Legiflature fhaJl* 
from time to time, hereafter appoint 
fucK times and places; until whicft 
appointments,' the faid* courts fhaJJ 
be holden at the times and places, 
which the refpeclive Judges fhall 
direcl. 

Vl t - All caufes of marriage, di- 
vorce and alimony, fhall be deter r ' 
mined by the Senate ; and all appeals 
from the Judges-, of Probate fhall be 
heard and'detefmtned by the Govern- 
orand Council, unril {he Legiflature 
fhall,* bylaw, make other provifion. 
Delegates to Convrefs, CommiJJioners \ 
■ WrHs, Iridiamcntn CSV. Cojtfir- 
. mation of Laws.— Habeas Gvfyut 9 

•—and ena&ing* Style, - - . - * 

Art.' I/"Th<? delegates of thiV 
Commonwealth to the Congrefs of 
the United States of America, fhall, 

£2 ca . -^ 



C »« ) 



on the fecond Wednefday of Novem- 
ber*- if the General Court be then 
fitting, &r on the fecond Wednefday 
• of the feffion next after, be ele&ed 
annually, by joint ballot of the 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tiyos; afTembled together in one 
Toom. Xfeey Hiall have commiffions 
under the hand of the Governor, 
^nd. under the great feal of the Com- 
monwealth ; but may be recalled at 
anytime within the year, and others 
chcfen and commifiioned, in the 
fame manner, in their (lead, 

II. All commiifions ihall be in the 
name oftl^e Commonwealth of Maf- 
fachutetts, figned by the Governor, 
gnd attefted by the Secretary, or his 
Deputy; and have the great feal of 
,$he Commonwealth aifixed thereto, 

AH writ*, lifting out of the 
Clerk's office, in any of the courts of 
law, ihal} be in the name of the 
Commonwealth of tylafTachufetts. 
They ihall be under the feal of the 
court, from whence they iflue. 
They fhall bear teft of the Chief 
Juftice, or firft, or fenior Juftice of 
the court to which they ihall be>e- 
turnahk, and be figned by the clerk 
pf fuch court. 

IV. AH indiftments, prefent- 
jnents, and informations, ihall con- 
clude, **againft the peace of the 
Commonwealth, and the dignity of 
|he fame." 

V, All the ftatute laws of the 
Province, Colony, or State of Mafla- 
Chufetts-Bay, the common law,; and 
all fuch parts of the Ijngliih or Bri? 
fiih ftatutes, as have been adopted, 
iifed and approved in the fai4 Pro^ 
yince, Colony or State, and ufijally 
pra&ifed on in the courts of law, 
fhail uiil remain and be in full force, 
iintii altered or repealed hy the. Le T 
£iilature; fuch parts. only excepted, 
as are repugnant to the rights and 
liberties contained in t¥s Conftir 
fufion, 

Vl f The privilege and benefit of 
&e w*« tf&a^ew Corou*, ihall to 



enjoyed in this Commonwealth, in 
the moJl free, eafy, cheap,- expedi- 
tions, and ample manner ; and mall 
not be fufpended by the Legiflature, 
except" upon the mod urgent and 
prelfing occafions, and for a ihort 
and limitted time. 

VII. The enacting ftyle, in makn 
ing and pafling all ads, ftatutes and 
laws, ihall be — " Be it ena&ed by 
" his Excellency the Governor, the 
" Senate, and Houfe of Reprefen- 
" tatives, in General Court afTem- 
" bled, and by the authority of the 
«* fame,"— Or,. " By his Honour 
" the Lieutenant-governor," &e, 
or, " The Honourable the Coun* 
** <dl," #c. as the cafe may be. 

*Thc %Jni*verJity at Cambridge, ami 
encouragement of literature^ C5V. 

The University. 
Whereas our wife and pious an- 
ceflors, fo early as the year one 
thoufand fix hundred and thirty-fix, 
laid the foundation of Harvard^Col- 
lege, in which Univerfity many per- 
fonsof great eminence, have, by the 
blefling of God, been initiated in 
thofe arts and fciences, which quali- 
fied them for public employments, 
both in Church and State : and 
whereas the encouragement of arts 
and fciences, and all good literature, 
tends to the honour of God, the ad* 
vantage of the Chriftian religion, 
and the great benefit of this, and 
the other United States of America^ 
it is declared, that the President 
and Fellows of Harvard- 
College, in their corporate capa- 
city, and their fuccoifors in that ca^ 
parity, their officers, and fervants, 
ihall have, hold, ufe, exercife, and 
enjoy all the powers, authorities^ 
rights, liberties, privileges, immu- 
nities, and franchifes, which they 
now have, or are entitled to have, 
hold, ufe, exercife, and enjoy ; an4 
the fame are hereby ratified an4 
confirmed unto them, the faid Pre T( 
fident and fellows of Harvard* 
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College, and to their faeceflbrs, and 
to their officers and fervants, refpe- 
cively, forever. 

II. And whereas there have been 
at fundry times, by divers perfons, 
gifts, grants, devifesof houfes, lands, 
tenements, goods, chattels, legacies, 
and conveyances, heretofore made, 
cither to Harvard-College, in Cam- 
bridge, in New-England, or to the 
President and Fellows of Harvard- 
College, 'or to the faid College, by 
fome other defcription, under feve- 
ral Charters fucceflively : It is 
declared, That all the faid gifts, 
grants, devifes, legacies, and con- 
veyances, are hereby forever con- 
firmed unto the Prefident and Fel- 
lows of Harvard-College, and to 
their fucceftors, in the capacity 
aforefaid, according to the true in- 
tent and meaning of the donor or 
donors, grantor or grantors, devifor 
or devifors. 

III. And whereas by an aft of the 
General Court of the Colony of 
MafTachufetts-Bay, paned in the 
year one thoufand fix hundred and 
Jbrty-two, the Governor and Depu- 
ty-governor, for the time being, and 
all the Magiltrates of that jurisdic- 
tion, were, with the Prefident, and a 
number of the Clergy, in the faid 
aft defcribed, conftituted the Over- 
feers of Harvard- College ; • and it 
being neceffary, in this new Consti- 
tution of Government, to afcertain 
who ihall be deemed fucceflors to the 
faid Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
and Magiltrates; It is declared, 
That the Governor, Lieutenant- 
governor, Council* and' Senate, of 
this Commonwealth, are, and mail 
be deemed, their fuccefTors; who, 
with the Prefident of Harvard-Col- 
lege, for the time being, together 
with the Miniflers of the congrega- 
tional churches, in the (owns of 
Cambridge, Watertown, Charles- 
Town, Boflon, Roxbury, and Dor- 
chefter, mentioned in the faid aft, 
ftjall be, and hereby are, vefied with 



all the powers and authority belong- 
ing, t>r in any way appertaining-^) 
the Overfeers of Harvard-College ; 
Provided, that nothing herein ihall 
be conftrued to prevent the Legifla- 
ture of this Commonwealth from 
making fuch alterations in the Go- 
vernment of the faid University, as 
fhall be conducive to its advantage, 
and the intereft of th« republic of 
letters, in as full a manner as might 
have been done by the Legislature 
of ihe province of the MafTachufetts 
Bay. 
The encouragement of literature* &c. 

Wifdom send knowledge, as well 
as virtue, diffufed generally among 
the body of the people, being ne- 
ceffary for the prefervation of their 
rights and liberties; and at ttefe 
depend on fpreading the opportuni- 
ties and advantages of education m 
the various parts of the country, and 
among the different orders of the 
people, it fhall be the duty of Legis- 
lators and Magiltrates, in all future 
periods of this Commonwealth, to 
cherifh the interefts of literature and 
the fciences, and all Seminaries «f 
them, efpecially the Univerfity at 
Cambridge, public fchools, and 
grammar fcAools in the towns; to 
encourage private fockties and pub- 
lic inftitutions, rewards and immu- 
nities, for the promotion of agricul- 
ture, arts, fciences, commerce, trades, 
manufactures, and a natural hiitory 
of the country ; to countenance and 
inculcate the principles of humanity 
and general benevolence, public and 
private charity, induftry and frugal 
lity, honefty and punctuality in their 
dealings, finceritv, good humour, 
and all Jbcial afeftions, and gene- 
rous fentiments, among the people. 
Continuance of Outers, <tfev 

To the end there may be no 
failure of juitice,. or danger arife tft 
the Commonwealth, from' a change 
of the form of Government, all on- 
cers, civil and military, holding 
commimons under the Government 

and 
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and people of Maffachofetts*Ba£, in 
New England, 'and all other officers 
of the faid 'Government and people 
at the time this Conftitution mall 
take effect, fhall have, Jiold, *ufe, 
cxercife, and enjoy, all the powers 
and authority to them granted or 
committed, until other perfonstfiall 
be appointed in their ftead : and all 
Courts of Law fliall proceed in the 
execution of thebilfmefs of their re- 
fpective departments; and all the 
executive and legiflative officers, 
todies, and powers, {hall continue 
. ia foil force, in the enjoyment and 
cxercifeof all their trufts> employ- 
aoent and authority, untir the Gene- 
ral Court, and the ftfpreme and ex- 
ecutive oflicers^ under this Conftitu- 
toon, are- defignated, 'and invefted 
with their respective trufts, powers, 
and attthority* * 



* have conftantly exerted in the cznCc 
of your country, and for the prefer- 
vatio'rt of the alliance by which it is 
connected with France." 



Paris, April $ 9 1780- The Sieur 
Adams, who has been appointed by 
lite Congieft of the United States of 
America, taaffift at the conferences, 
in cafe of any negotiation for peace 
between the belligerent powers, is 
lately arrived here, and has had the 
honour of being preftnted to the 
-King and Royal Family, and moft 
-gracioaily received. 
Exlrafi of a Utter from MonfieUr de 
t Vergeknus, Mini/fer of State for 
v foreign affairs, to Mr. J. Adam's, 
: dated Paris, Feb.zi, 1780. * 
-. 4C Though you are not at prefent 
inverted with any public character in 
.France, I wifh you to be perfuaded 
that the; confideration and efteem 
^rMck:yo*^have»jttftly acquired are 
not in the Jeaft.dimimfhed; and I 
flatter iny&lf, . Sir, that you will not 
deprive me t)f : tthe pleafure of afluring 
yoa of it in* perfon, and likewife' of 
acquainting youi-wkh the favourable 
lentunenu.;with'which his Majefty 
honours you. Thefeare the effect of 
the King's peculiar- approbation ^of 
your cQnduft, - during your commif- 
io« in France, and of the zeal you. 



From the Bofion Independent Chronicle 



of dpril 6, 17,80. 
rhe Unii 



The United States having been, 
driven fnto this juft and neceffary war, 
at a time when no regular civil go- 
vernments were eftablttfied, of fuf- 
iicient energy to'enforce the collec- 
tion of taxes, or to provide funds 
•for the redemption of fuch' bills of 
credit as their necefTities obliged them 
to iffue : and before the powers of 
Europe were fufficientlyconvihcedc}f 
thejuftice of their caufe,* or of the 
probable event of the controverfy, 
to afford them aid or credit ; in coir- 
fequence of which their bills increaf- 
ing in quantity beyond the Aim ne- 
ceffary for the purpofe of a circu- 
lating medium, and wanting at 
the fame time fpecific funds to reft on 
for their redemption, they have feen 
them daily finlc in value, notwith- 
-ftanding every effort that has been 
made to fupport the fame, infomuch 
that they are now patted, by com- 
mon confent, in moft parts of the 
United' States, at leaft thirty-nine 
fortieths below their nominal value, 
and ftill remain in a ftateof depre- 
ciation, whereby the community fuf- 
fers great injuries, the public finances 
are dragged, and the neceffity of dif- 
pofition for the defence of the coun- 
try are much impeded and perplex- 
ed : and as effectually to remedy thefe 
evils, for which purpofe the United 
States are now become competent, 
their independence being well affur- 
ed, their civil governments eftabllih- 
ed and vigorous, -and the fpirit of 
their citizens ardent for exertion, it 
is neceffary fpeedily to reduce the . 
quantity of paper medium in circula- 
tion, and to eftablifh and appropriate 
funds that Jhall enfure the punctual 
redemption of the bills : therefore, 
Resolved, That the feveral States 
continue 
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continue to bring into the Continen- 
tal Treafury, by taxeis of otherwife, 
their full quotas of fifteen millions of . 
dollars monthly, as affigried them; - 
by the refolution of the 7th of Octo- 
ber, 1779, a claufe in the refolve of , 
the 23d of February laft, for relin- , 
quifhing two thirds of the faid quo- > 
tas to the contrary notwithftanding. 
And that the States be further call- 
ed on to make provifion for conti- 
nuing to bring into the faid Trea- 
fury their like quotas monthly, to 
the month of April, 1 781, inclusive. , 
That filver and gold be received in 
payment of the faid quotas, at the . 
rate of one Spanifh milled dollar in 
lieu of forty dollars of the bills now 
in circulation. 

That the faid bills, as paid in, ex- 
cept for the months of January and 
February paft, which may be ne- 
ceffary for the difcharge of pail con- 
tracts, be not iffued, but deftroyed. 

That as faft.as the faid bills fhall 
be brought in to be deftroyed, and 
the fund fhall be eftablifhed as here- 
after mentioned for the other bills, 
other bills be iffued, not to exceed, 
on any account, one twentieth part 
of the nominal furri of the bills .-. 
brought in to be deftroyed. 

That, the bills which (hall be iffu- 
ed be redeemable in fpecie, within 
fix years after the prefent, and bear 
an intereft at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum, to be paid alfo in fpecie, 
at .the redemption of the bills, or, 
at the ele&ion of the Jiolder, annu- 
ally, at the prefent Continental Loa4- 
Offices, in fterling bills of exchange, 
drawn by the United £fates qn theft 
Commiffioners in Europe, at four 
ihillings ; and fixjpence fterling ,per 
dollar. 

That the faid new bills Jffue on - 
funds of individual States, for the 
jmrpofe eftablifhed, and be.ugned by 
perfons appointed by thsm ; and that 
ihe faith of the United .States be al- 
fo pledged for the payment of the . 
faid bills, in cafe any State on whofc . 



funds' they fhall be emitted, mould, 
by the events of war, be tendered in- "< 
capable to redeem them ; which un- ' ; 
decking of the United States, and , 
that of drawing, bilk, of exchange 
for payment of intereft as aforesaid, ' 
fhal^ be | indorfed on . Ithe bills .to be 
emitted* -and figned J>y a Commif- 1 
fioner, to be appointed by Congrefs 
for tMt purpofe. :-. r ^, .- 

•That the face of the bills to b©- - 
emitted read as follows^ vii, . 

The poffeftor of this bill.fliall be ; 
paid .",,■.. . .*■ 

Spanifh milled rdollars, bythejii 
day of December, 1786; with inter- : 
eft in lilfce*money, at the rat^ of- five ; 
per cent, j>er annum, by the State 
of ., according, to an : 

aft of the legiflature of the faid State, 
of the day of » 1 780. , 

And the endorfement fhall be as 
follows, viz. 

The United States ihfure the paj- ; 
ment of the within bill, and will . 
draw bills of .exchange for? the in- 
tereft annually, if demanded, ac- ■ 
cording to .a refolution of. Cosgrefc ,, 
of the eighteenth day, 1780.. . . " 

That the faid new .bills ihall be . 
ftruck under the dire&km of the 1 
Board of Treafury, in 4ue propoo- - 
tion to each. State, according^ their 1 
faid monthly quotas, and lodged m 
the Continental >Loan patera m the 
refpecltive. Stated where .the: Gonv- . 
miflionersrto /be appoinijed* ( by t Cor*- « 
grefs, in'conjunclion.with.&ch pen-. - 
ions as- the refpecliv* States .appoi at, 
fhall attend the figning of„the faid A 
bills, which fhafl be -compkated no j 
faftcr than <in the aforefaid propor- 
tion of one ,to twenty, of tlve t othtir i 
bills brought in *to b* deftroyed? and 
which fhall be lodged for .thas-pUr- 1 
pofein:thei*iid.Loan-:Qfhcfis/ ;.;.- /" 

That as 1 the faid new bills are 
figned»nd ( o>mpleatedWthe States rer 
fpe&iydlwon* whofe funds /litct iflue, : 
receive Tix tenths of theft* j a net that 
the, remainder be fubject to;. the or* 
den of. the United States; «n4*-*re.- 
■ ■•■ i .* ; v." . . :\.rjditei 



Digitized by 



Googk 



(3* ) 



dited to die States on whofe funds 
they are iflued, the accounts where- 
of fhall , be adjufUd agreeably to the 
refolution of the 6th of Octo- 
ber, 1779. 

That the faid new bills be re- 
ceivable in the payment of the faid 
monthly quotas,-at the fame rate as 
aforefaid of fpecie, the intereft there- 
on to be compleated to the refpective 
States, to the day the payment be- 
comes due. 

That the refpective States be 
charged with fuch parts of the in- 
tereft on their faid bills as ihall be 
paid l>y the United States in bills of 
exchange, and the account thereof 
fhall be adjufted, agreeable to the 
refolution aforefaid of October 6, 

That whenever intereft on the 
bills to be emitted fhall be paid, 
prior to this redemption, fuch bills 
mall be thereupon exchanged for 
others of the like tenor K to bear date 
from the expiration of the year for 
which fuch intereft is paid. 

That the feveral States be called 
en to provide funds for their quotas 
of the faid near bills, to be fo pro- 
ductive as to fink or redeem orieTixth 
part of them annually, after the firft 
day of January next. 

That nothing in the foregoing re- 
folution fhall be conftrued to afcertain 
the proportions of the expences in- 
curred by the war, wjiich each State, 
on final adjuftment, ought to be 
charged with; or to exclude the 
claims of any State to have the prices 
at which different States have fur- 
nifhed fupplies for the army here- 
after taken into confideration and 
equitably adjufted. 

That the foregoing refblutions, 
with a letter from the Prefident, be 
difpatched to the executive' of the 
feveral States, and that titty be re^ 
quefted to call their AfTemblies, if 
not already convened, as fpeedily a* 
poffible, to take them into immedi- 
ate confideration, to eftablifh ample 



and certain funds for the purpofe« 
therein mentioned, and to take every 
other meafure neceflary to carry the 
fame into full and vigorous effect, 
and that they tranfmit their acts for 
that purpofe to Congrefs without 
delay, 

March 20, 1780. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the States to revife their laws 
enacted purfuant to a fornjer refo- 
lution of Congrefs, making the Con- 
tinental bills of credit a tender dif- 
charge of debts and contracts, and to 
amend the fame in fuch a manner aif 
they fhall judge moft conducive to 
juftice, in the prefent flate of the 
paper currency : and that it be fur- \ 
ther recommended, that the faid 
laws be enacted in fuch manner 
that no perfon may take unjuft ad- 
vantage to defeat the good purpofes 
of this refolution, by availing them-" . 
ielves of the notice thereof, before 
the pafling of the feveral acts. 
March 21, 1780. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to the Governments of the fe- 
veral States to fufpend making the 
appointments of officers in their re- 
fpective files, except where the Com- 
mander in Chief, or commanding 
officer in the fouthern department, 
fhall deem fuch appointments in- 
difpenfibly neceflary. 

Extract from the minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 
True copy, Atteft. 

John Avery,, Dep. Secretary, 

From the London Gazette 
N Extraordinary. 

Aimiralty-Officu May 25. 
Captain Uvedale, late Commander 
of his Majefty's fhip Ajax, and Cap- 
tain Bazely, of his Majefty*s fhip the 
Pegafus, arrived late laft night with 
difpatches from Sir George Brydges 
Rodney, Bart. Commander in Chief 
of his Majefty's fhips' at the Leeward 
Iflands, to Mr. Stephens, giving the 
following account of the defeat of 

the 
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the French fleet, under tlie command 

of the Comte de Guichen. 

Extrafi of a letter from Sir George 

BRVDGES &ODNEY, to Mr* 

Stephens, dated Sandwich, eff 

Fori Royal Bay, Martinique, April 

26, 1780. * 

Since acquainting their Lordfhips 
pf my arrival at Barbadoes and St. 
Lucia, and taking upon me the 
command of his Majefty's mips on 
this ftation, the enemy, who had pa- 
raded for feveral days before St. Lu- 
cia with twenty-five fhips of the 
line and eight frigates, full of troops, 
and were in hopes of furprizing the 
ifland, were difappointed in their 
views, by the good difpofition of the 
troops made by General Vaughan, 
and of the fhips by Rear Admiral 
Parker. They retired into Fort 
Royal Bay a few hours before my ar- 
rival at Gros Iflet Bay on the 27th 
of March. 

As fbon as the fleet could poflibly 
be got ready, I determined to return 
their viiit, and offer them battle ; 
and accordingly on the 2d of April 
proceeded with the whole fleet off 
Fort Royal Bay, where, for two 
days, I offered the enemy battle ; 
the fleet being near enough to count 
all their guns, and at times within 
random fhot of fome of their forts. 
Monfieur de Guichen, notwithitand- 
ing his fuperior number, chofe to 
remain in port. J thought it moft 
proper for his Majefty's fervice to 
leave a fquadrpn of copper-bottomed 
fhips to watch the motions of the 
enemy, and to give me timely notice 
fhould they attempt to fail. With 
the other I anchored in Gros Iflet 
Bay, ready at. a moment's warning 
to cut or flip, in order to purfue or 
engage the enemy, fhould they leave 
fort Royal Bay, 

In this fituation both fleets re- 
mained till the 15th inftant, when 
the enemy with their, whole force 
put to £ea in the middle of the 
night j immediate notice of which 



being given me, I followed them, 
and naving looked into Fprt Royal 
Bay, and the road of Si, Pierre's, 
on the 1 6th we got fight of theni 
about eight leagues to leeward of 
the Pearl Rock. A general, chace 
to the north weft followed ; and at 
five in the evening we plainly difco- 
vered that they confiftrd of'23 fail 
of the line, one 50 gun fhip, three 
frigates, a lugger and cutter. When, 
night came on I formed the fleet in 
line of battle a-head, and ordered 
the Venus and Greyhound frigates 
to keep between his Majefty's and 
the enemy's fleets, to watch their 
motions, which was admirably well 
attended to by that good and vete- 
ran officer Capt. Ferguflbn. 

The manoeuvres of the enemy^ 
made during the night, indicated a 
wifh to avoid battle, which I was de- 
termined they fhould not, and there- 
fore counteracted all their motions, ' 

At day light in the morning of 
the 17th, we faw, the enemy diftin&ly 
beginning to form the Jine a-hea'a 
at two cables length diftance. At 
45 minutes after fix I gave notice by 
public fignal, that my intention was 
to attack the enemy's rear with my 
whole force; which fignal was an- 
fwered ^by every fhip in the fleet. 
At feven A. M. perceiving the fleet 
too much extended, I made the fig- 
nal for the line of battle at one 
cable's length afunder only. 

At 30 minutes after eight, A. M f 
I made a fignal for a line of battle 
a-breaft, each fhip bearing from the 
other N. by W. and 3. by E, and 
bore down upon the enemy. This 
fignal was penetrated by them, whti 
difcovered my intention, wore, ami 
formed a line of battle on the other 
tack; 'I immediately made a fignal 
to haul the wind, and form the Kne 
of battle a-head ; at nine A. M, 
made the fignal for the line oT 
battle a-head, at two cables length 
on the larboard tack. 

The different movements of the 

£ enemj 
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enemy obliged roe to be, vejy attentive, 
and wa$ch every opportunity that of- 
fered of attacking them to advantage. 
The manoeuvres made by his Ma- 
jefty's fleet will appear to their Lord- 
mips by th e minutes of the fignals 
made before and' during tjie acqon, 
At eleyen A, M. I made the fignal to 
prepare for battle, to convince the 
whole fleet I was determined to bring 
the enemy to an engagement. At 50 
minutes after eleven A- M f I made 
fhe fignal for every ihip to bear 
down and fleer for her oppofite in 
the enemy's line, agreeable to the 
21ft article of the additional 
fighting inftrudHons. At 55 mi- 
nutes paft eleven A. M. I made the 
fignal for battle- A few minutes 
^fter, the fignal that it was my in- 
dention to engage clofe, and, of 
fourfe, the Admiral's fhip to be the 
example, A few minutes before 
t>ne P. M. one of the headmoft mips 
began the action., At one p. M. 
the Sandwich in the center, v after 
having received feveral fires from the 
enemy, began to engage. Perceiv- 
ing feveral of our fhips engaging at 
a diftance, I repeated the fignal for a 
$Iofe action. The action in the cen- 
ter continued till 15 minutes paft 
four P. M. when Monf. Gujchen, 
jn the Couronne, in which they had 
mounted 90 guns, the Triumphant 
and Fendant, after engaging the 
enemy for an hour and an half, bore 
away. The fuperiority of the fire 
from the Sandwich, and the gallant 
behaviour of the officers and men, 
enabled her to fuftain fo unequal a 
Combat ; though, before attacked 
by them, fhe had beat three fhips out 
of their line of battle, had entirely 
broke it, and was to leeward of the 
tvake of the French Admiral, 

Attheconclufloh of the battle the 
enemy might ^e faid to be compleati 
}y beat ; \>u\. fuch . was the diftance 
of the van and the- rear from- the 
center, and the crippled condition of 
levenjl mips," particularly the Sand- 
^ich> who, for twenty-four hotirs, 



was with difficulty kept above water, 
that it wasimpoffible to purfue them! 
that night without the greateft dis- 
advantage: however, every endea- 
vour was ufed to put the fleet in 6r- 
tfer : and I have the pleafure to ac- 
quaint their Lordfhips, that on the 
20th we again got flghjt of the ene- 
my's fleet, and for three fucceflivi 
days purfued them, but without ef- 
fect. They ufing every endeavour 
poflible to avoid a fecond action, 
and endeavoured to pufh for Fort 
Royal, Martinique. We cut them 
off: to prevent the rifque of another 
acliori, they took fhelter under Gua-1 
daloupe. v 

As I found it was in vain to fol- 
low them with his Majefty's fleet in 
the condition they were in, and 
every motion of the enemy indicat- 
ing their intention of getting to Fort 
Royal Bay, Martinique, where alone 
they could repair their mattered 
fleet, I thought the only chance we 
had of fringing them again to ac-f 
tion was to be off Fort Royal before 
them; where the' fleet under my 
command now is, in daily expefta* 
tioh of 'their arrival, I have dif- 
patched frigates to windward and 
to leeward of every ifland, to give 
me notice of their approach. 

Admiral Parker acquaints me 
that feveral of the enemy's van were 
greatly difabled, and forced to bear 
away; his own fhip was damaged, 1 
and the main-maft in great danger, i 

I canhot conclude without ac- 
quainting their Lordfhips, that the 
French Admiral,' who" appeared to 
me to be a'brive and gallant officer, 
had the honour to be nobly' fupport- 
ed during the whole action. 
' Captain Uvedale of his Majefty's 
fhip Ajax, whofe health won't per- 
mit him to remain in this -country; 
and Captain Bazely, of the Pegafus, 
are charged with my difpatches, and 
will acquaint their Lordfhips with 
every particular they may wifh to 
know, Inclofed I fend a lift x>£ the 
killed and wounded, 

LIN.I} 
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I N E of B A T T L E, 

On the day tfafiion, April 17, 1780. 
The Sterling Caflle to lead with the ftarboarji tack, and the Magnificent 



frith the larboard tack. 

Rear* Admiral Parker's divifiom 



Guns, 

64 

74 

74 



Men. 

500 
600 
600 



Sterling Caflle, Capt; Carketf 

Ajax, — Capt. Uv'edale — 

Elizabeth, Hon. Capt. Maitland 

Princefs Royal, Admiral Parker 7 

Capt, Harmool J 
Albion, — • Capt. Bowye'r *-* 

Terrible, — * Capt. Douglas 

Trident, -~ Capt. Molloy — 

Greyhound frigate. 

Sir George Brydges Rodney, Bart. Commander in Chief, his diviiion* 



90 

74 
74 
64 



770 

60O 
600 
500 



Grafton, — 

Yarmouth, 

Cornwall, 

Sandwich, 



Commodore Collingwood 
Capt. Newnham 
Capt. Bateman 
Capt. Edwards 



}. 



Suffolk, 

Boyne* 

Vigilant, 



Vengeance, -*- 



I 



74 
64 
74 



Sir George Brydges Rodney, 

Bart. 
Capt. Young 
Capt. Crefpin * • ■ 

Capt. Cotton > 

Capt. Sir G. Home 
Venus, (to repeat lignals) Deal Caflle, Pegafus frigates 

Rear Admiral Rowley's diviffan* 
Commodore Hotham 1 
Capt* Holloway J 

Capt. Affleck ■ >■ ■ ■ 

Capt. Houlton ■ ■■ 



617 

560 
60O 



96 752 



74 
68 

— _ 64 



Aledway, . — — 
Montagu, — 
Conqueror, — 

Intrepid* — 

Magnificent, — 
Andromeda frigate. 



Rear Admiral Rowley \ 

Capt. Watfon \ 

Hon. Capt. H. St, John 

Capt. Elphinitone — — 

Centurion to afliit the rear in cafe of need. 

G. B. RODNEY* 



74 
60 
74 
74 
64 
74 



60O 
520 

500 



617. 

420 

600 



617 

500 
000 



Lift nf killed and nvounded In the en* 
gagement 'with the French fleet , on 
the 17th of April, 1780. 
Ships. 

Sterling Caflle 

Ajax — 

Elizabeth 

Princefs Royal 

Albion •— 

Terrible 

Trident — 

Grafton — 

"Yarmouth'-' 



Killed. 


Wound. 


4 


34 


4 


'3 


9 


J 5 


5 


14 


3 


2 



2 
5 



26 

30 

*5 



Cornwall — 
Sandwich — 
Suftblk — — 
Boyne — 
Vigilant —— * 
Vengeance — 
Medway * 
Montagu — 
Conqueror 
Intrepid — *- 

Magnificent •* 



21 
1? 



i 

2 

9 

13 

7 
1 



49 

5 1 
12 

2 
6 

2 

26 
36 

9 

io> 



f z 



Total 



*20 



353 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( & ) 



Officer* killed. 
Hon. Capt. St. John, of the In- 
ttepi<i; Lieut, Deacon, ift Lieut, 
of ditto; Lieut. Hooper, 2d. Lieut, 
of ditto; Mr. Dam, aDaniihLieut.. 
of ditto. Lieut, Monckton, of the 
Sandwich. Lieut. Wigmore, of the 
Medway. 

Officers ivtunded. 
Captain Houlton, of the Monta- 
gu ; Hon. Alexander Cochrane, 4th 
Lieut, of ditto. Capt. Carey, of 
the marines. Capt. Ogle, of the 
87th regiment, doing duty on board. 
Capt.; Newnham, of the Grafton ; 
Lieut. Steward, 3d Lieut, of ditto. 
Lieut. Edward Smith, of the Sand- 
wich^ Lieut. Harriott (marines) 
of the Elizabeth. Gunner of the 
Intrepid. 

GT B. RODNEY. 
ExtraB of a letter from the Honour- 
able Major-general V a uchan, 
Commander in- Chief ofi bis Ma- 
jefty*s forces in the Leeward and 
Caribbee IJlands, to Lord George 
GERMA'iNjiatti St, Lucia, April 
25, 1780. 

Intelligence having been received 
of. the French fleet moving from 
Fort Royal, Sir George Rodney im- 
mediately put to fea ; and as open- 
ings might offer of viewing the ene- 
my's iflands, affoiding the troops 
fuch fupport as they might require, 
or*' of contributing in any meafure to 
the fervice, I accompanied him in 
the Sandwich, which bore -the mod 
diftinguifbed mare in the aftion that 
happened on the 17th inftant. No 
Ihip could have been led on with 
more gallantry, or- do the annals of 
the navy record a greater character 
than Sir George iupported, in fet* 
tiag the nobleft of examples : but to 
attempt his praife would be detradU 
ing from his merit, which furpafles 
•I^Iaufe. 

•. Lieutenant-colonel Mufgrave*B 
very ill Hate of health has induced 
him to apply for leave to go to Eu- 
rope for its recovery ; as he has been 



long in this country, intimately ac- 
quainted with every tranfaftion that 
has happened, and can give your 
Lordihip the fulleft information, I 
beg leave to refer to him for other 
particulars : he has acted as Quar- 
ter-mafler-general, and always dif- 
tinguilhed himfelf in every line of 
fervice fo highly, that I lincerely re- 
gret the occafion of his quitting this 
ifland. 

Your Lordihip will allow me to 
add, that the height of my ambition 
will be the opportunity of promot- 
ing his Majefty's fervice, to which 
all my endeavours fhall be exerted. 

From the Pennsylvania Journal* 
Philadelphia, April %, 1780. 
A copy of the following confidential 
letter, to Lord Gioug* Germain, 
nvas taken, <witb a number of ether 
difpatchei, and duplicates of dif- 
patches, from t c iV Henry Clin- 
ton, oh board a packet , by one of 
our Eaftern privateers. Our <ve£el 
had the addrefs to appear as a New* 
Tork prixmeer, *t HI foe gained her 
purpofe. 

[Private, No. 15.] 
Savannah, in Georgia , Jan* 3<^ 
1780. 
My Lord, 
I had the honour to addrefi your 
Lordfhip in my official capacity, on 
the 30th December ult, dated at 
New- York, in -which I v gave a fpecial 
detail of the regiments and corps then 
embarked, referring you for the naval 
operation and force to Admiral Ar- 
buthnot's difpatch. 

From the time I was honoured with 
your Lprdfhip's inflruftions to evacu- 
ate Rhode liland, and to condenfe 
and diipofe of the King's troops, on 
fuch a fcale as would afford the mot 
fubftantial protection to New- York, 
and fuch of its dependencies, as might 
be held confidently .with the force to 
be, withdrawn, for the propofed South* 
ern operations, 'till the moment of 
embarkation, no opportunity what- 

cy«f 
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ever has offered itfelf to ftrike any 
part of the enemy, or even to ven- 
ture upon any incariion that promifed 
advantage fuperior to the rifque. 
Befides, as I communicated in my 
laft, the violent demonftrations of the 
rebels, which threatened a determined 
attack of the pofl at New-York, in 
conjunction with a large naval and 
land armament under Count d'Ef- 
taing, then directing itfelf againfl 
the garrifon at Savannah, neceflarily 
turned our whole endeavours to de- 
feat fo alarming a combination. 

The regular troops under General 
Wafhington, amounted at this period 
to iixteen thoufand men, to which is 
, to be added, the army commanded 
by General Sullivan, then on its re- 
turn from a fuccefsful expedition 
againA our Indian allies, and but very 
little diminiflied by the campaign. 
This gave him a force of twenty 
thoufand effectives : but your Lord- 
flrip will be able to form a more per- 
fect judgment of our meafures, when 
.you combine with this army the mi- 
litia of Pennfylvania, New Jerfey, 
New-York, Connecticut, and Maf. 
fachufetts, which were ready to be 
drawn together on the ihorteft notice, 
and whofe fpirits were peculiarly ex- 
alted at this crifis, from the profpe& 
of a city full of wealth, and devoted 
to plunder; and by the flattering 
idea of ending the war by its cap- 
tare. 

Not a moment was to be loll in 
fuch a critical conjuncture ; for every 
moment' was important, and expected 
to come with the account of d'Ef- 
taing's appearance before our har- 
bour. The works at Brooklyn, and 
On Governor's Ifland were enlarged 
and improved, new work* were erect- 
ed at the watering place, and Sandy 
Hook; the King's battery at New- 
York was repaired, and mounted 
with heavy ordnance ; and places 
marked Out; and : defences provided to 
'cover the fhipping along the Sound. 
Theie preparations -employed the 



whole labour of Ac anhy; and I 
cannot but obferve in addition to 
what I have faid in my official letter, 
the general readinefs in moil of the 
refugees, to accelerate thefe import- 
ant objects. 

I flatter myfelf, after this etramou 
ration, your Lordmip will concur Ut 
the impracticability for effaying any 
thing againfl the enemy. Warning* 
ton remained in his faftneflfes at the 
Highlands, and fo polled, as to uft 
the Hudfon to the greateft advan* 
tage, in making his impreffion on 
our left ; while every advantage o£ 
water was alfo in his power by the 
Sound, and under protection of the 
French fleet, expofed us to the mofk 
perplexing embarraiTments. Avail- 
able in fo many points, and every 
inftant expecting d'Eftaing, we had 
but time to look towards, and take 
meafures for, our own defence, and 
the occafion required us to put for- 
ward our beft exertions, 

I do not reckon, my Lord, among 
the lefier misfortunes of the lali year, 
the operations of d'Eftaing on the 
American coaft j the vafl: relief there* 
by given to the Rebel trade, and the 
injury which it brought upon oar's ; 
tlje impreffion it carried home «o the 
minds of the people, of our loft do* 
minion of the fea, and the difpo- 
fxtion of the French, to -give them 
every affifbnee reconcileable with the. 
general objects of the war, to com* 
pleat our ruin on the Continent ; the 
reduction of the King's force in 
Georgia, by the combined operations 
in that quarter, and its con%q«ent 
eflefts, for although our brave gar- 
rifon efcaped, yet a greater detach- 
ment from New- York became in* 
difpenfible, than was at firft intended, 
and necefTarily placed it in a con> 
dition, much below your Lordfliip , » 
expectations ; the expence it has ac* 
cumulated by the iinking of mips to 
obftruct the- entrance into that har- 
bour, and the raifing of new works, 
and improving of old ones, wjiick 

will 
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trill be ufelefs, untefs an army; as 
large as was then at New-York, 
ihould be kept there for its defence. 
Thefe confiderations, my Lord, while 
they fill me with the utmoft morti- 
fication, will convey to your Lord- 

' ihip the caufes that delayed fo long 
the entrance on the execution of a 
plan, with which I have the honour 
to be entrusted. 

In the official letter, of the 25 th 
Inftant, you will find a detail of the 
diftrefTed -and fhattered ftate of the 
fleet, by a fucceffion of the moft fe- 
vere ftorms. I enumerated the fe- 
deral tranfports with troops taken by 
the enemy, as far as they had come 
to my knowledge, with our lofles in 
ltore-fhips, horfes, cavalry, and the 
military apparel, abfolutely eflential 
to the enterprize againft Charles- 
town ; but a very few of the miffing 
VefTels have arrived fince. 
* By this laft misfortune our affairs 
are not only deranged, but nearly at 
a ftand. PrefTed by my inclination 
to go forward ; IHmulated by the 
danger which hangs over the Floridas 
to advert to their prote&ion; un- 
willing to divide a force, in its pre- 
fent fituation incompetent to the ori- 
ginal purpofe ; diftradled between 
calls the moft urgent; our numbers 
decreafmgby the unhealthinefs of the 

, climate, even while I am writing to 

rourLordfhip. In fuch fituation, can 
, my Lord, but exprefs myfelf feel- 
ingly ? and I truft your fympathy is 
not to be the only confolation I am to 
expedl from my country. Hitherto a 
train of incidents peculiar, and be- 
yond human foreught, have fet in 
againft the arms of my Royal maf- 
«er; but as they were beyond our 
foreknowledge, no precaution of ours 
could have counteracted them. It is 
this whkh will be our apology for 
what we have not done, and I flatter 
myfelf, that when we come to adl, we 
fhall want none,- for what we mall do. 
But to be in a capacity to proceed on 
the original plan, I have difpatched a 



packet-boat to New-Yorki with a de- 
mand on that garrifon, of which the 
inclofed is a copy. Your Lordfhip 
will perceive that the fuccour of men 
only is made provifional. I hefitated 
onthe meafure I have taken, I hefitat- 
ed between the danger to which Ne<w- 
Tork would he expofed, and the ne- 
cefiity for profecuting the views of* 
government, in fuch a manner, as to 
give them a moral certainty of fuc- 
cefs ; and I cannot but perfuade my- 
felf, that my decifionon this matter 
will meet the fanction of your fen r 
timents. 'Till the refult of this dift 
patch is felt, I fear left every move 
we fhall make fhould fall fhort of the 
original purpofe, and in this cafe, 
every move will be a real misfortune 9 
and yet, unhappily as we arecircum- 
ftanced, it appears of the utmoft ex- 
pediency, that we fhould do fome- 
thing ; that we ihould approach 
Charles-town, and either make ayW- 
den attack upon the place* or wait 
favourable conj unctures in its vicini^ 
ty: we are preparing for this purpofe, 
and with every poffible expedition, 
for every day raifes frefh bars to our 
expectations. My advices from all 
quarters ferve only to confirm what I 
forefaw previous to our landing iu 
this province. We no longer refit 
upon our firft foundation. Our bad 
fortune has offered Carolina leifure 
to think, and to adapt itfelf to the 
degree and nature of the danger with 
which it was threatened. It has re- 
ceived aids from North Carolina* 
Reinforcements of cavalry have alfo 
arrived from Gen. Wafhington, and 
other reinforcements are alfo on their 
march. Lincoln has been induftrious 
and fuccefsful in putting Charles- 
town in the belt pofture of defence : 
a very refpe&able line of abbatis is 
nearly compleated. The advanced . 
ditch is enfiladed on the right and 
left by 24 pounders, and its fcarp is 
defended by fallen trees, the trunk* 
of which are obliquely funk into the 
earth in the manner of a fraife work, 
1 The 
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The profiles of the batteries are of 
the firft rate, and the whole formida- 
ble by its artillery. The approach 
on either fide of the neck will be 
oppofed by a number of armed vef- 
fels and moveable batteries, capable 
of giving us extreme annoyance. A 
defcent on the fouthern fide of the 
town can only be attempted in flat- 
bottomed boats, and in the face of a 
numerous artillery, and 'without any 
hn cur part, to cover the debarkation, 
•when we have forced the pafles of 
jAihley-river, and formed the fiege. 
-a— Thefe are but a few of the ob- 
ilruclions we muft encounter in aland 
attack :*but mould we fucceed in de- 
ftroyingthe naval flrength within the 
bar, we mall have little to apprehend 
from thofe. The garrifon in this 
cafe muft evacuate the town or be- 
come prifoners. The naval force of 
the harbour confifls of four Conti- 
nental frigates, two French armed 
fhips, two provincial mips, and fix 
armed veflels, moft of which are 
mounted with heavy cannon. Now, 
my Lord, the Continental frigates 
only, within diftance for defending 
the bar, are at leaft formidable, u 
not fuperior, to any naval force that 
can be brought againfl them. Your 
Lordfhip is well informed that no- 
thing larger than frigates can enter 
with their guns on'board, and' even 
frigates muft approach fmgly, and be 
fuccefllvely fubject fof a considerable 
time to the broadfides which will rake 
them fore and aft, whilft the leaft 
falfe movement is fumcient to throw 
them on the breakers. 
' This, my Lord, is but an incom- 
plete, fpecification of the change in 
their circumitances. The policy 
which you fo much* dreaded, is at 
length embraced by South Carolina. 
The pe~dple feem to have got over 
their Vain apprehenfions, and have 
fefolved on making foldiers of a pro- 
portion of their working negroes; 
They now perceive that their fears onr 
this hea<l were vifionary, or founded 



on the deftruftive principle of felf 
intereft, which yielas even lefs than 
the widow's mite with reluctance. 
They are now convinced that a fa-* 
perior influence in the officer will, in 
every conjuncture, be the fame over 
men of a black colour, as over thofe 
of a different complexion. Nay, 
that this influence will have a greater 
fcope, as the intellects of thofe it 
directs have been deprived of the ad- 
vantages of improvement* That there 
are no better reafons for prefuming 
that the negroes would be averfefrom 
refuming their old employments in 
the field, than that the men who com- 
pofed the American army would not, 
at the conclufion of the war, return'" 
to their former occupations. That 
while the black foldiers would aug- 
ment the military flrength of the 
rebel ftate, they at the fame tune 
would guard the allegiance of thofe 
that remained on the farms ; and fir 
far from leading to their defertion, 
that they would ftand as an infur- 
mountable barrier between them and 
us. That the blacks on the plan- 
tations wouId;be flattered by feeing a 
part of their brethren fharing in the 
dangers and honours of the whites; 
and that while this would ferve to re-' 
concile thofe at home to their fix- 
ation, it wouI4 form thofe who were 
to become foldiers to the fentiments of 
their country, by interefting them in 
the foil, which they were called out tor 
defend. Thus, my Lord, are we de- 
prived of another principal fupport ; 
but you maybe a/fured, that all and 
each of thefe fentiments have been 
feverally and feparately combated, 
and that all and every- means have 
been practifed againfl what has hap. 
pened, and that necefilty more than 
the reafoning of our enemy, has forc- 
ed the meafure upon Carolina. There 
are moments which will operate tothtf 
good of a community, notwithstand- 
ing the utmoft policy to the contrary. 
* ' Under the prefent circumftances of 
thk people, even the hft of Charles- 
town 



Digitized by 



Googk 



'( 40 5 



(Own vifiQb^it iaccmMerzbly affed the 
fxovince. In this cafe, we mould 
enly have gained a healthy iituation 
for an unhealthy one, or a place 
^here we might fpend the hot months 
with leait interruption. If we can- 
not, my Lord, deftroy the fpirit and 
icfource of the province, by extend- 
ing ourfejves to the utmoffc limits of 
your Lordfhip's initruftions, we fhall 
vcomplifb. nothing fubftantial for 
Great Britain. The . ftrength of 
North Carolina* and the neighbour- 
ing provinces, will 'keep gathering 
jpund us> 'till we mall become con- 
temptible in the eyes of Europe, or 
fall an eafy prey to a combined ope- 
ration. In thefe my confidential 
communications, I would hope to be 
considered as only difcharging a part 
of my duty to tie ftate ; I may re- 
gret* I may lament; but Hill it be- 
comes a fervant of his Majefty, and 
4D tngliihrnan, not to mifreprefent. 

It ls.neceflary, my Lord, that I 
fiiould attach to the fiate of rebel af- 
feursy transmitted in my confidential 
fctter of Ja£ t September, [No. 14.] 
jay observations fince that period 
&ywn to the prefent ; the amount of 
»yinformation does not leave a doubt 
but that Wamington's army, altho' 
cnrmbling away by the expiration of 
the terms of jfervice of his oldeft and 
fceft ibldiers, will be vigoroufly re- 
ipuited. Orders, administration may 
jely upon it, have iflued from Con- 
erefs fpr the filling up and complet- 
ing the quantities apportioned on the 
different States, and which I do my- 
felf the honour to inclofe. And I 
fear, that the rebels will not leave a 
fingle expedient untried to eiFecl this 
bonnet They find themfelves im- 
pelkd.by the moft powerful motives 
IK) be in a condition to force us from 
the continent, or in a capacity to cope v 
With the King's army now acting in. 
America, when joined by the fuccours 
which may be expected from Europe.: 
Experience has taught them the pre- 
caiioafnefe of that fit,uaUQn % which 



is without any fuperipr army* forit* 
fuppprt. And I am obliged to fay of 
theft people t that when they have once 
afcertained their true policy^ none art 
mare obfiinatt in the purfuit* Calcu- 
lating, my Lord, upon this and my 
preceding information, it is that I da 
not think a lefs number of troop* 
fhould be fent for the objects, than 
what I have before fpecified- But 
fhould no reinforcements be fent, and 
fhould a naval armament co-operate 
with the Americans, under the cir- 
cumftances I have defcribed, your 
Lordlhip at leaft will have had pre- 
cluiions of the refult. 

I fhould be wanting to my civil 
commiffion, in clofing this letter, with- 
out a few reflections on the prefent 
ftate of the money of America. Eve- 
ry day teaches me the futility of cal- 
culations founded on its failure. No 
experiments fuggefted by your Lord- 
fhip ; f ,no ajjijlance that could he drawn 
from the power of gold, cr the arts of 
count erf citings have beenleftunattemft- 
ed. But ftill the currency, like the 
widow's cruize of oil, lias not failed 
the Congrefs. My hopes onthis. head, 
I muft acknowledge, were much high-» 
er, twelve months fmce than to day. 
With the appearance of an enormous 
quantity, flill it is all the debt which 
the people have to ftruggle with: 
and in this view, and when compared 
with that of other nations, it Jhrinks 
into a very ine&rtfiderable fum* The 
people begin to be fenfible of this; 
but on tke other hand, all men, even 
the friends' of the Britifh Govern-, 
fnent, reiiding in the Rebel States m 
would be immenfe fufferers, did the; 
money fall to the ground without a 
fubftitute. The different afts of the 
States, which made it a lawful ten- 
der, forced it into every pocket. The 
continuance of the war; the almoft 
total difappearanceof fpecie, arid the 
necefTuy there was for employing fome 
medium for trade, or auxiliary, in the 
way of barter, affifted further in ita, 
general promulgation, tiH at length 
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every individual found it his interest, 
fe clofely connected with its. Value, 
that it is candidly my fentinunt* no ef~ 
forts of ours can make it lefs. If it 
ls'to bedeftroyed at all, it can only be 
by Congrefs ; and in this cafe, it will 
undoubtedly be fucceeded by fbme 
fubftitute more valuable and perma- 
nent. I (hall, neverthelefs, my Lord, 
continue,- while I have the honour to 
command in America, afliduous in 
the application of thofe means en- 
trufted to my care; if they cannot 
work its deftruftion, yet they embar- 
♦rafs Government, and make the car- 
rying on the war more precarious, 
burdenfome, and lefs energetic. 
I have the honour to be, 
With every for timent of refpect, 
My Lord, yourLordilup's 
Moil obedient and very 
*-■ *■ Humble, fcrvant, 
"' -H. Clinton* 
To the Right Hon. Lord G'eorg? 
' GtrnMbi^ one ofhisMajefty's 
* ' ' principal Secrttarie*of. State. 

* i ■. ■ ■ » -■ il», 

From the London Gazet-te Ex- 

] THAOR'OINAHY.. 
Whitehall^ Junt 15, 1780. 
This morning the Earl of Lin- 
coln, Aid de Camp tohis Excellency 
General Sir Henry Clinton, Knight 
t)f* the Bath, arrived at this office 
with thfe' following difpatch for the 
Right Honourable Lord George *. 
* Germain 3 

G6arJes>r<D<w*, May 13, 1780* 
-My* Lord,. 

T* will"; hot trouble your Lordflup - 
with a t epetitiOn ; of the delays and : 
difficulties which protracted ferious . 
operation uniil the z^rhof March, 
''on** which day the. landing on 
-'l^rtesr-'rovn Nikck wasrfefted* y f 
- * k Bj this time a^ciepea was formed ; <• 
3 ike ^xtetifar Iwd pafled t^bar; ; agid . 
"i nsd' tie effernM oaffiftande of .offi- - 
:,t *efs 'ArtdfeafiieWof the:Royal Navy 
;"for my *oberaii<tae^ . I war alio 
-^ngthewU'wirJr ' the corps : from* 
•'Georgia,' 'unddr Brigaditx*gene4'al^ 
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Patttrfon, which, through a country 
. interfered with rivers, and re^te/op 
more difficult by heavy rains, haji 
advanced, not . unpptofed, in ... ,tl*e 
4>aoe of twelve days from Savannah 
to Afeiey fiivtr. .. : 

The paflageof Afhley, under the 
conduct of Capt; Elphinftone, an4 
hy the good: feme* of the o^fiers 
and failors of the ieet, wia. acepjn- 
plUhed with drder ani e^peditipn, 
ami' without refi&aacc ont tt$ part of 
the enemy* 

The day fucceeding it the arn>y 
moved toward* Charles-Town, and 
on the night bf'thelfirft of Apgii 
broke ground wkhin 800 yards of 
the rebel works. I ; •• ■ , >- ,. t ■> ■ 

By the 8th our guns wefe -mount- 
ed in battery ; and I bad the&tis&c- 
' tton to fee the Admiral pafe/into 
Charles-Town harbor, With the 
fucceft his conduct 4eferved, though 
under a very heavy, fife from Sulli- 
van's Ifland. .• - 1 

At this period we judged k ad* 
vifeable to fend the inclosed Am« 
mona to the place, which^eturaed 
the aufwer I have the honour to 
tranfmit w;th it* . . * , ••; 

The batteries were opened ike 
next day* From their effect w* 
foon obferved the nre of the enemy** 
advanced works to abate confider- 
ably ; the attention of the enginfeejs, 
and diligence of the troops but In- 
creating as they proceeded, A fe- 
-cond parallel was; completedon tjie 
1 9th of April; and fccure approache* 
opened to it. We were now within 
450 yards of the place. . 

Mv Communications had hitherto 

required, the greateft attention* 

Tjjey had been . chofen from Perre- 

neau's landing in gtoho River acrofs 

>tae Wappoo^ and by fmajl inlefs, 

learing only a mile of ,land carriage 

i-intothe part of Aflilcy River oppo- 

fite our camp. ..•*'. v : 

i\ ' [Works for the protection of die 

fibres filbd; Ihipping in Stpno^ ojj^ts 

4m f :t!he co^muttfettioB, and/fe>iiral 
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redoubts and batteries ton Afhlcy, 

were the labours' neceffary to give 

fccurity in fo important a point. 

1 The prefence.of the fleet in the 

harbour relieving me from apprehen- 

'iion on that part, and the Admiral 

'taking to himfelf the defence of 

Fort johnfon, I was able to detach 

1400 men under Lieutenant-colonel 

• Webfter, of the 33d regiment, ■ to 
'break in upon the enemy's remain- 
ing communication with the coun- 
try. ; 

Our fuccefs but for this meafure 
would have been incomplete, as I 

-had reafon to fear a naval force 
could not be got into Cooper's {liver, 

-nor confequently the place to be to* 

- tally invefted. 

Your Lordihip will bbferve, that 
Colonel Webfter had, in « the execu- 

- tion of his orders, rivers to crofs, 
-and other difficult operations to ef- 
fect, in prefenceof a very fuperior 

■* cavalry, which might harrafs him 

- much. It was, therefore, of the ut- 

• noft importance to flrike at this 
^ corps, and, as fuddenly as poffible^ 

to feize the principal pafles of the 
country. 

The furprixe and defeat of the 

: collecled cavalry and militia of the 
rebels, and the pofleffin^ Biggin's 

. Bridge over Cooper, by Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton with the horfc, the 

- legion, and Major Fergufon's de- 
vtachment, gave the command of the 
i country to Colonel Webfter, threw 

- into his hands great fupplies of pro- 
vision, and enabled him to take a 

' poft near the head of Wandoo River, 

• forbidding by land all farther accefs 
to the town from Cooper to the. in- , 
land navigation. An armed naval 
force which the Admiral fent into , 
Servec Bay, and another Rationed in . 

- Spencer's Inlet, compleated the in- - 
veftiture to the fea. • 

A confiderable reinforcement join- - 
; : iag me from New- York the iftth of 
^ April, I immediately -lengthened . 
^ the corps beyond Cooper River, 



.which, thus aUgrhented, I requefted 
Lieutenant-general Earl Cornwallis 
to take under his command. 

On the 6th of May, the third pa- 
rallel was compleated clofe to the 
edge of the rebel canal, and a.fap 
carried to the dam, which contained 
its water on the right, by which 
means a great part was drained to 
the bottom. . 

We could now form j ufter opinions 
of the defences pf the town towards 
the land, which, extended in a chain 
of redoubts, lines, and batteries, 
, from Artiley to Cooper. In front of 
either flank of the works, fwamps, 
which the canal connects, ooze to 
each river; betwixt thefe impedi- 
ments and the place arc two rows of 
abbatis, various other obftra&ions 
and a double picketted ditch; a 
horn-work of mafonry, which, dur 
ing the fiege, the enemy clofed as a 
kind of citadel, ftrengthened the 
center of the line and the gate, 
where the fame natural defences 
were not found as near the water : 
eighty pieces of cannon or mortars 
were mounted in the extent of thefe 
lines. , 

On the 6th of May our batteries 
were ready in the third'parallel. 

New and very forcible motives 
now prevailed to induce the place to 
capitulate* Admiral Arbuthnot had 
landed a forte of feamen and marines 
on Sullivan's ifland, under Captain 
Hudfon, to whom, on the threat 
that ftiips fhould batter the fort; the 
garrifon delivered themfelves. upon 
terms. 

Lieutenant-general Earl Corn- 
wallis had been no Iefi fuccefsful in 
the country. The cavalry under 
Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton had a- 
gain the good fortune which conduct 
and gallantry deferve, and overtook 
at the Santee a body of jiorie the 
enemy had, with infinite difficulty , 
colleded together. They were moft 
>tpiritedly charged*,, and, defeated. 
Moil of the" riders fled to the moraf- 

fes, 
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fesi or threw themfelvet into the 
rives, from whence few have extri- 
cated themfelves. Fifty or fixty men 
were killed or taken, and every horfe 
of the corps, with the arms and ap-» 
pointments, fell into onr hands. 

Although, in a fecond correfpon- 
dence which the enemy foliated, 1 
they had fhewn in their propofals for 
a furrender far too extenfive preten- 
tions, the Admiral and myfclf could 
not refrain from attempting once 
more to avert the cruel extremity 
o/ a florin. In this renewal of 
treaty, however, we d}d not find 
their indifcretion much abated, 

The batteries of the third parallel 
were therefore opened, and a mani- 
feft fuperiority of fire foon obtained ; 
the corps of Yagers acting as markf- 
men, were on tfis occaijon. extreme- 
ly ufeful. 

Under this fire we gained the 
counterfcarp of the outwork which 
flanked the canal, the canal itfelf 
was oafled, and work carried on to- 
wards the ditch of the place, 

The 1 1 th, General itincoln fen{ 
to us his acquiescence in t,he terms 
he had two days before objected to. 
Whatever fevere Juftice might dic- 
tate on fuch an occafipn, we nefolved 
not to prefs to unconditional fub- 
miffion a reduced army, whom we 
hoped clemency might yet reconcile 
to us. The articles of capitulation 
were therefore figned, fuch as I have 
the honour to inclofe them. 

On the 15th, Major-general £ef- 
lie took pofTeffion of the town. 

There a*e taken, feven General 
Officers, a Commodore, ten conti- 
nental regiments, and three batta- 
lions of artillery^ together with town 
and country militia, French, and 
Teamen, ma^e about fix thoufand 
men in arxn,s. The Titular, Depu- 
ty-governor^ Council, and Civil Of* 
ficers, are alfo prifoners. 

Four {Hgates and feveral armed 
veflels, with a great number of boats, 
have likewife fallen into our poflef* 



fion, and about four hundred piece* 
of cannon. t 

Of the' garrifon, artillery* an4 
ftores, your Lordfhip will have, a* 
perfed returns as I fhali be able to 
collecl. 

I have yet, my Lord, to add to 
this letter, the expreffions of grati- 
tude I owe to the army, whofe- cou- 
rage and toil have given me fuccef*,. 

I have moft warmly to thank 
lieutenant-general Earl Cornwall!*, 
Major-generals Leflie, Huyhe, and 
Kofborth, ^d Brigadier-general 
Patterfon, for their animated af- 
fiftance. 

T truft I do not flatter myfelf 
vainly, that the good fervices doling 
the fiege, of the ameers arid ibldjer^ 
of the Royal Artillery, of Captain 
JUphinftone, and the officer* and 
feamen of the Royal Navy ferving 
with us on fhore, of the corps of en- 
gineers, of the officers and foidiersjoi' 
every corps, Britiih and tjeffiaa, aa4 
particularly the Yager detachment, 
will receive his Majefty's gracfe*** 
approbation-. 

~ I have! efpecfoliy to exprefs my 
obligation ^0 Lieutenaat*colonel 
Webfter, and the corps which acle4 
under him; And J have to give the 
-grtateft praUe-to Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton and the. cavalry, for their 
4:oada£, - bravery, and eminent Ser- 
vices, 

•lint (0 M*jo r Moncrfcff* the cpm- 
ttumding engineer* who planned, 
and with the affiftance of fuch ca- 
pable officers under him,- conducted 
the fiege with fo much judgment, 
intrepidity, and laborious attention, 
I with to render a tribute of the very 
higheft appkufe, and moft perma- 
nent gratitude; perfuadrd^ that far 
more flattering commendations than 
I can beftow wiU not fail to crown 
fuch rare merit, * : 

Y^ur Lordfhip has feen how great 

a Atare Admiral Arbuthnot and the 

- fleet have had in every meafure. I 

can add, that had we been necefi- 

Gl . ~ . tated 

.1 
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t ited to make an aiTault, J am per- 
iuaded a very . conspicuous part 
would have been taken by die mips, 
to favourui at that important aifis. 
I have the honour to fend your 
Lor-dfiiip returnstof our lofs. 
I have the honour* to be f &c. 

Hi Glxnton. 
fat-urn of the killed and wounded of 
the troops under the command' of 
hit Excellency •General Sir He n lb V 
Clinton, froml the dtbmrkatioH 
in South Carolina the \uh of 
February, ■: te\ tin fur rends* ■■• of 
Charles-Town the \ttk ofMaj* 
f ; -'■ "i MritifiL " ' , , 
' feoyal artillery. 5 rank and file 
lulled J 7 4 tto wounded. 
: i ft battalion of light infantry. 
8 rank and file killed ; - 1 Serjeant, 
17 ranka*d fik wcKmded. 

' ad 'battalion ditto. 1 1 rank and 
file killed; 1 Lieutenant/ iz rank 
and file wounded. . * 

Detachment of ditto. 3 rank 
$nd file killed ; ^.ditto wounded* • 
lit battalion grenadiers, j §er r 
jeaht> *4 Taoic and file, killed; 2 
Lieutenants, j Serjeant, \$ rank 
and file wounded. * . / 

> id battalion ditto; 10 rank and 
fife killed; 1 Lieutenant, u rank 
'an&ftie wounded. ( 
- ^tfu- r rank, and file , killed ; 2 
ditto wounded. 

r "*3d; 4 ranh<and file mounded. 
<ty4i fr.iMnk.and file killed} 2 
-ditt&wouftdwAxt . 
*• » 6id> ' > x rank and file killedv: 
i-' 651k ^'rank ai*d file/ wounded.. 
. 64th. *t rank and file wounded. 
\ 71ft; ffEalftgns, 6 rank and.fije 
killed ; j> * ;! Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 
14 rank anid file-wounded, 
'■ *»•■'•:' German. 

'■*■< Yagers. 7 rank and file kiljed; 
14 ditto wounded. • 

Linfing. 2 rank and file killed; 
7 ditto wounded. 

Lengerck. 1 rank and file kil- 
led ; ic ditto wounded- 

Schuler. 3 rank and fd$ killed ; 
18 ditto wounded. 



Graff. 2 rank and file killed \ 
2 Lieutenants, 8 rank .and file 
wounded. r. t V" ' 

Hoyne. 5 rank and file wounded. 
Provincial* >.,,-.? - 

. New York volunteers. 2 rank 
and file killed ; j oattp wounded. . 

Britifh legion. 5 rank and fil£ 
killed ; 9 ditto wounded. 

South Carolina rbyalifts. '3'r^hly 
and file wounded, .]*\ 

Ferfcufon's corps. 5 rank arid Jtlf 
wounoed. 

Total, Britijb, German, and jFV£- 

<uincial. 

2 Enfigns, 1 Serjeant, 73 rank 

and file lulled ; 1 Captain, 7 Lieu.- 

tenants, 2 Serjeants, 179 rank and 

file wounded. ■ . '* 

' Officers killed. 

71ft regiment. Enfigns M*Gre- 
gor, Enfign Cameron. , " : '\- 

Officers 'wounded* . : . r , ' ,. . 
2 2d regiment grenadier compairy^ 
Lieutenant White. 

33d ditto. Lieutenant Sever/ 
Azd ditto. ' Lieutenant Grant. 
64th ditto, tight infantry. Lieu* 
tenant Freeman. , ' 

' j lit regiment. Capt/ M'Leod, 
Lieutenant Wilfon. , 
. Grafif's .grenadier^. Lieutenant 
Frietfon,. Lieutenant OethahfjL : . ..' 
H. Clinton. 

Jdmiralty-Qffice p JJune i£, \:%0. 
His Majefty's flxm.the' Perfeus, 
commanded bv the Koi;i Keith^EI- 
phinftone, /arfiviecfjate-.-Ull. night ^t 
Spithead, frpm Carles' 7 Towiy in 
South-Carolina, j^om'\\ hence fye 
failed die 17th of laftinori'th, having 
iOn board r Sir... Andfew Hammond, 
who came tc this oihee this 'forenoon, 
iWith abetter from Mce-adrhiralAr* 
buthnot, to Mr. Stevens, of which' 
. the following is a copy : '..'/,, ) 
Roebuck, eff Charles- J own, Xtaj ?4, 
"1780, 7 " 

Sir, . " -' t . . . 

. I have the fatisfa&ion to acquaint 
you, for the information of my Lords 
Commiffioners of the Admiralty, thnt 
Charle^'Towoj 
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Charles-town, with all its dependen- 
cies, the (hipping in the'harbbur, 
and the' army under General Lin* 
coin, has Turrendered to his Ma- 
jefty's arms, , 

My laft letters, by a Dutch fhip 
bound to Amfterdam, which failed 
the 16th of February, will have iiv- 
formed you of my departure from 
New- York, and my arrival off Sa- 
vannah, with a fquadron'of his Ma- 
tefty J s mips, efcorting a confiderable 
body of troops under the command 
of Sir Henry Clinton. 

Moft of the miffing mips having 
arrived, no time was loft in profe- 
cnting the intended expedition, I 
ftiifted my flag from the Europe to 
this ihip ; and the tranfports having 
j-epaired their damages fuilained cm 
the paflage, I proceeded with* the 
Reel, on the ioth of February, to 
^orth Edifto, the place of debarka- 
tion previoufly agreed upon. Our 
paflage thither was favourable and 
foeecfy; and although it required 
time to have the bar explored, and 
the channel marked, the trarifpofts 
all entered the harbour the next day; 
'and the army took poiTeflion of John's 
^fland, without oppoiition, 
•'' The GencilY having made a re- 
quifitfbnfpr heavy cannon, and adeS- 
tachment of feanten from the fleer, 
the latter were put under the corii- 
•tnand of Captain* Elphinftone and 
Colour Evans, and the guns for-, 
ivaro^d to the army as foon as they 
"could' be' collected from the 4ine of 
battle- mins^ which the bad weather 
t 'had forced^ from their anchor^ 

Preparations were" next made fbr 
paffing the* fouadron over Charles- ' 
tbwnT»ax[ \vhere the high water 
faring tides there, is only nineteen 
feet water. The guns, prdvilTOti and 
'water were takenout of the Renown, 
Roebuck', and Rofi\ulu5j to ligTiten 
thent ; aud we lay ifv that fituatioh on 
the* open coafl in the' winter feafOn 
if the year, e*pofed'to the infults of 
tte, enemy for iix'teen dayr, before an 



opportunify offered of going into dft 
harbour, which was cfte&ed without 
any accident, on the 20th of March; 
notwithftanding the enemy'* galleyi 
continually attempted to prevent our 
boats from founding the channel. 

I enclofe a lift of the rebel naval 
force, which, at this time, made aa 
appearance of difputing the paffagfc 
up the river, at the narrow pafs, be- 
tween Sullivan's iiland and the mid r 
die ground, having moored that 
mips and galleys in a pofttion to 
make a raking fire as we approached 
Fort Moultrie ; but on the fquadron 
arriving near the bar, and anchoring 
on the infide, they abandoned that 
idea, retired to the town, andchan£- 
ed their plan of defence. The BrV 
cole, Notre Dame, Queen of France^ 
Truite, and General Moultrie fr£. 

fates, witht feveral merchant ftiipt; 
tted with chevaux de frize on their 
decks, were funk in the channel be- 
tween the town and Shute's Folly* 
a boom was extended acrofs, corn- " 
pofed of cables, chains, and fpart, 
fecured by the ftiip's mafts, and <&- 
fended from the town by ftrong bat- 
teries of pimento logs, in which weffe 
mounted upwards of forty pieces "if 
heavy cannon, ** 

- Every thing being in readinefi fifc* 
xroffing the army over the AfltlSy 
river, the boats of the fleet, with rife 
flat boats, under the command of 
Capt." Elphinftone and Capt. ErsA 
of the Raifonable, the whole arm^. 
with the artillery and (lores neceflary 
for the fiege, were landed undi 
cover of the galleys, on the town 
fide, with aftonifliing expedition. 

As foon as the army began to efe& 
their batteries ^ again ft the town,*- C 
took the firft favourable opportunity 
to pafs Sullivan's Ifland, upon whtcm 
there is a fe-ong fort and batteries, 
the chief defence of the harbour*? 
accordingly I weighed at one o'clock 
On the 9th ulL with the Roebuck 
Richmond, Roirittltfc, Blonde, Vir- 
ginia, Raleigh, and Sandwich aft** 
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*A 4bipt the JftenoWn bringing up 
Ac rear? and,, paffing through a fe- 
*Cfe fire, anchored 10 about two 
luwar^y under James Ifland, with the 
lot* of twenty-feven feamen killed 
«ni wounded- The Richmond's 
|brr tpp-ma.ft was /hot away, and the 
Ihip* in general fuftained damage in 
thvir mails and riggiflg; however, 
jtp'x , iTKKeriaHy in their, hulls : but 
jflb;; Aoetus tranfport, having on 
$>ca^l a few naval fteres, grounded 
*rkhin gun-fliotifof Sullivan's Ifland, 
»n<i received ,fo,.much damage, that 
fflw'was pbliged to-be abandoned and 
Jbumu 

. having fta&med fhips ana* armed 
.vefejs off ,the different inlets, upon 
Ae ooaft, and the town being now 
»e«rfy jnvefted, attempts w;$re made 
JO pifs a- naval farce into .Cooper 
jriwer # .by Hog's I04tfd, (the main 
channel being rendered impra&ica- 
hk) and finall veflTeis to carry, heavy 
£09$ were fitted for that iervice: 
in: on being found the enemy had 
jf\b funk yejfeJvin t>at channel, and 
J& entrance was defended by the 
.works on SuHivan-'s Ifland and 
Mount Pleafar.t, it was refolved to 
4ttpofij& them pf the latter, by the 
Jetnten of the fleet ;. and, in the 
»ean time, to arm the fmall veflels 
that had been taken by Lord Corn- 
«vra!fis in jhe Wandoo river, 

far this purpofe a brigade of five 
Kan^red feamen and marines was 
/ormed from the fquadron, and un- 
der the command of the Captains 
HadJon, Orde, and Gambier, land- 
>ed at day-break, on the zolh, at 
Monet PLeafant ;>. where, receiving 
information that the rebels were 
abandoning their redoubt at Lem- 
prics Point, (an advantageous poft 
pn Cooper River) they marched 
.frith a view of cutting off their rear, 
♦m, oa a near approach, found the 
fearrikrn had efcaped In vefTel? to 
Charles town ; but their fudde* ap- 
jtearince prevented the rebels from 
^a/rjin- eff their cannon and itores, 

* Oauited 



or from , deftroylnjj their works, 
^bout the fame time, a Majorat 
Captain, and fome other commif- 
fioned and non-commlflioned officers, 
with eighty privates, were made 
priforters by the guard-boats of the 
fleet, in retiring to the town. 

Captain Hudfon being relieved in 
his poll by Colonel Fergufon, re- 
turned to the fort at Mount Pleafast, 
which, being in the neighbourhood 
of Fort Sullivan, brought us in de- 
ferters daily, from whom I fcatnt 
very favourable accounts of its garri- 
fon ; I therefore formed a plan to 
attack it, which mould not interfere 
with the important operations the 
army were carrying on, and which 
now became every day more and 
more critical. 

The attention of the rebels, I 
ipund, had been chiefly directed to 
ihe fouth and eaft f>des of the fort, 
which were moft ©pen to attack ; 
bat the weft .face; and north-weft 
ba&on, I difcoyeflff, had been neg- 
k&ed, I therefore determined to at- 
tempt tocarry the fort by ftorm, un- 
der cover of the fire from the fliips 
of the fquadron. The Captain* 
Hudfon and Gambier, and Captain 
J£nowIes, agents for tranfports, with 
two hundred feamen and marines, 
embarked in the boats pf the fqua- 
dron, injthe night of the 4th initant, 
#ud palling by the fort unobferved, 
landed before day-light, and took 
pofteflion of a redoubt on die .eaft 
end of the ifland ; whilil other boats 
were preparing to xarry over the 
fame number of feamen and marines 
•from Mount Pkafant, under the 
.command of Captain, Qrd?- On the 
whole being ready , and the (hip* 
only waiting for the tyJs- to begin 
the ^attack, the fort was, Summoned 
by Captain Hudfon, w^ga, after a 
little confideration, thje gar^ifon fur* 
rendered themfclves prisoners of war. 
A copy of the capitulation*, and the 
return of prifoners and ftiores, ac- 
company this letter. 

Tho 

tc be fent. * 
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The reduction ,of the city followed 
'four days after ; f6r the preparations 
to ftorm it in every part being ift 
great forwardnefs, and the mips 
ready to move to the aftault, the 
town was ftirhnioned on the 9th, by 
his Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, 
to furrender; terms were in confe- 
quence propofed, and the inclofed 
capitulation figned by the General 
and myfelf, the 10th inftant^ 

I have commiflioned the rebel and 
French frigates, in the King's fer- 
vice, and Tiave given the command 
of them to officers of long fervice, 
and acknowledged merit. 

The conduct of Sir Andrew Ha- 
mond, of the Roebuck, who bears 
this difpatch to you, deferves parti* 
4 cular mention ; whether in the great 
line of fervice, or in the detail of du- 
ty, he has been ever ready, forward, 
and animated. The Captains Hud- 
fen, Orde, Gambier, Elphinftone, 
and Evans, have difiinguilhed them- 
felves particularly on fhore ; and the 
officers and feamen who have ferved 
with them on this cccafion, have 
obferved the moft perfcS difcipline. 

Our whole lofs in the mips end 
galleys, and the batteries on more, is 
. twenty-three feamen killed, and 
* twenty-eight wounded ; among the 
1 latter is Lieutenant Bowers of the 
Europe ; but in fair way of re- 
covery. 

The fleet has endeavoured moft 
heartily and eflfe£lually to co-operate 
with the army in every pofnble in- 
fiance; and the moft perfect, harmony 
has fubftfred between us. 

Ijuftadd, that rebel privateering 
has recently received a fevere check ,- 
the Iris and Galatea having lately, 
in the fpace often days, taken nine 
privateers, (two of which were ihips 
of twenty guns, and none lefs than 
fctteen) and eight hundred feamen. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
M. AiiCthhot, 



A lift tf Rthd Shift tfWtr r&K 

cr deftroye4*i**tk$ barbimr ^ 

Cbnrtts-to+vn < • 

The Brico1e> pierced for 6o» 
mounting 44'gdna, twenty-four wil 
eighteen pounders, funk, her Cape 
tain, ofncert>"atxi company prifoner* 
— The Truite, 16 twelve plunder** 
funk, her Captain, A?c. prife&cvs*~* 
Queen of France, 28 nine pounders, 
funk, ditto. — General MoaUrie,2d 
fix pounders, funk, ditto*,— *Nc:r» 
Darae (brig) 16 ditto, funk, ditto* 
Providence, 32 guns, eighteen an4 
twelve pounders,' taken, Captain, 
officers, and company prilbners.-^— 
"Bttfton, of the fame force, taken** 
ditto. — Ranger, 20 fix pounder*, 
taken, ditto, 

Freecb Sbfpf, 

^'Avanture, : 26 : nirie and fix 
pounders, commanded by the Sicur 
-dcBrulor, Lieutenant de Vaxefcsa, 

taken, ditto. PolaCre, 16 Ax 

pounders, taken. — ^-Some emntf 
brigs lying at the 1 wharfs, with other 
fmall vdfels, were alfo taken, witk 
foxu armed galleys. 

M. Arbuthnot. 
' Fort Moultrie, on Sullivan's Inland, 
May 7, 1710. 
A return of tk: garrifon ofFert W«rA 

trie, made prifoners of *war by >« 

brigade of feamen and ma>-i r :*$ B 

csmmandsd by C*ptainrf{vo&>X 9 

Gambier, and Kx6wt£s, of *»% 

royal navy. 

Continental csmnijfionrd officers.*-* 
Lieutenant-colopel, 1 ; captains, }; 
lieutenants*, 4; non^cotnmii£o*rt4 
and privates, no. 

Militia.-— Captains, 2; lieute- 
nants, 7 ; non - commitiionci iftd 
privates, 91. 

(Signed) ChaI Hudson 

A return of ordnance and otbtr Jt~*ts 
, taken on Fort Mo*lt*i* 9 tn S*Ui~ 

'vaniljland, by the naval £ri £ uMt 

May tbt 7tb, I?3o, 

Iron Ordnance, 

Twenty four -pounders 9, eightfra 
pounders 7. twelve pounder* 14>, 

ta-Lt 
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pine poundV* $, :■ fix founders a, 
four pounoers 4, xnortar of ten 
inches 1 » Total of iron ordnance 41 . 
Round fat. 
T\venty-fc>ur;pounders 539, eigh- 
teen pounder? 613, twelve pounders 
£90, nine pounders 1334, ** x p ouna V 
exs 264, four pounders 369* Total 
-of round. ihot 3809. 

Bar Jbot. 
* Twenty-four pounders 50, eigh- 
teen pounders 47, twelve pounders 
4z, nine pounders 9. Total of bar 
#ot 148. ^ 

Grape foot. 
Twenty-four pounders %z, eigh- 
teen pounders 50, twelve pounders 
42, nine pounders 50. Total of 
grape (hot 224. 

Cannifler Jbot. 
% Twelve pounders 1 3, nine pound- 
ers 56, fix pounders 30, four potfnd- 
„ers 34. Total of cannifler (hot 133. 
Ten-inch (hells 120. Six-inch 
(hells 32. Lint (locks 54. Barrels 
-of powder 46. Worms, ladles, and 
.fpunges.193. Lanthorns 10. Hand- 
fpilces 256- Flannel cartridges, for 
. field pieces, 98. Mufquet cartridges 
Jj£32. Beds fpare 35. Coins fpare 
. 39* Stand of arms 520. Cartridg- 
es filled 2706. Blank cartridges 
VI994. Port fires 250, Spare fufes 
300. Hand granadoes 120. Bits 
f and prickers 80. , Reams of papers, 
-Tubes fpare 100. Spare gun car- 
* riages 9.* Barrels of turpentine 40. 
3 waggons. 1 fling cart for great, 
, guns. 1 gin. 1 ditto fall and 
..flings. 1 water engine. 3 coils .of 
rope, (four inches.) 

(Signed) Cha. E(udsoji. 
\: A Copy. M. Arbuthnot. 

Supplement to /& London Gazette 

Extraordinary, 
Copy of the fummons fent to Major- 
, : general Lin col n 7 the xoih of 
April, 1780. i 

Camp t before Cbarles* < te t Ufn\ April 
10, 1780. 
Sir. IJenry Clinton, K. B. Gene- 



ral andCommwderjn Chief t 9U11* 
Majefty's forces in the colonies lying 
on the Atlantic, from Nova Sotfffa, 
&C&C. ind Vice-admiral Arbuth- 
not, Commander*, hi , Chief of his 
Majeiiy's mips,*, &c. in North Ame- 
rica, '&c..&c. regretting the ^effUj- 
Tion of blood, and the diftrafes 
which muft now commence, deem, 
it confonant to humanity to warn 
the town and gajrifon of Charles- 
Town of the havock and defolatibh 
with which they are threatened from 
the formidable force furrounding 
them by land and fea. An alterna- 
tive is offered at this hour to the iri- 
habitants of faving their lives and 
property (contained in the town) or 
of abiding by the fatal cohfequen&s 
of a can nonade and ftorm. 

Should the place in a fallacious 
fecurity, or its Commander in a war)* 
ton indifference to the fate of its in- 
habitants, delay "the. furrenddr, or 
fhould public ltores br'fhijiprng be 
, deftroyed, the refentment of an ex- 
.afperated foldiery may intervene j 
but the fame mild and companionate 
offer can never be renewed. / ' 

The refpe&ive Commanders^ wtio 
hereby fummon the town, io "' noc 
apprehend fo rafh a. part as 'fur- 
ther refiftance will" be taken; but 
rather that the gates will be opened, 
and themfelves received with a de- 
gree of confidence which \vill fore- 
bode further reconciliation. ' 
(Signed) H. ClintOn- 

' M.' Arbuthnot. 

Copy ef a letter from Major- general 
Lincoln to General Sir Kenrt 
Clinton and Pice- Admiral Ar- 
buthnot,' dated £haTltt-¥wfot t 
April to , 178©. l - '\ '. ■ • m 

Gentlemen, 
I have received your fummons^of 
this date. Sixty days have paited 
fmce it lias been known that your in- 
tentions' againft this town were 4, hof- 
tUe, in which time has been afforded 
to abandon it ; but duty ind incli- 

nation 
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nation point to the propriety of fup* 
porting it to the Lift extremity. 

I have the honour to be, &c* 
(Signed) B. Lincoln, 
Commanding in the South 
department. 
C°Py of a t eiUr f rofn &* r Henry 

Clinton to Major-genera/ Lin- 
coln, dated camp before Charier* 

town, May 8, I780. 
Sir, 

Circumftanced as J now am, with 
refpect to the place inverted, huma- 
nity only can induce me to lay with- 
in your reach the terms I had deter- 
mined mould not again be proffered. 

The fall of Fort Sullivan, the de- 
ftru&ion on the 6th inftant of what 
remained of your cavalry, the criti- 
cal period to which our approaches 
againft the town have brought us, 
mark this as the term of your hopes 
of fuccour, (could you ever have 
framed any) and as an hour beyond 
which rciiJhince is temerity. 

By this laft Aimmons, therefore, I 
threw to your charge whatever vin- 
dictive fcverity exafperated foldicrs 
may inflict on the unhappy people 
whom you devote, by pcricvering in 
a fruidefs defence. 

IJhaJl expect your anfwer until 
eight o'clock, when hoftilities will 
commence again, unlefs the town be 
rurrendered. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. ClinTon, 
^ In confequence of this letter, ar- 
ticles of capitulation were propbfeo! 
by Major-general Lincoln, and an- 
fwered by their Excellencies General 
Sir Henry Clinton, Knifeht of the 
Bath, and Vice-Acfmital Arbuthnot ; 
which anfwers being deemed by Mr.. 
Lincoln to bd inadmiflible, he pro- 
pofed* that other articles, which he 
then fent, might be acceded to. • 
Thofe articles were rejected by Sir 
Henry Clinton and Vice-Admiral 
Arbuthnot j and, on th6 nth of 
May Major-general Lincoln wrote 
the following letter j 

Vox. X. 



Copy of a Utter from Major-Mnirlit 
Lincoln to G Merit Sir HenrV 
Clinton, ddteJ Charles- town, 
May II, I7&0. .""*" 

Sir, • * ;"; 

The fame motives of humanity 
which inclined you to propofe ' ar- 
ticles- of capitulation to this garrifon 
induced me to offer thofe I had the 
honour of fending you on the 8th 

inftant.-' They then appeared to 

me fuch as I might proffer and you 
receive with honour to both parties. 
Your exceptions" to. them, as they 
principally Concerned the militia and 
citizens, I then conceived were fuch 
•as could not be concurred with ; 
but a recent application from th6fe 
people, wherein they exprefs a wifc- 
lingnefs to comply with them, anii 
a wiih ort my part .to'leffen' as much 
as may be the diftreiTes of War to in- 
dividuals, lead me now to offer you 
my acceptance of them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) B. Lincoln.' 

His Excellency Sif Henry Clinton. ( \ 

Copy of a telitr front ,: Sfr ■ 'Henrt* 
Clinton 40 major-general L 1 k - 
COLN, dated camp before Charles* 
town, May li t 1780; 

Sir, 
When you rejected the favourable 
terms which were di&ated by an 
earneft defire to prevent the effufion 
of blood, and interpofed articles that 
were wholly inadmjuTible, both th4 
Admiral and myfelf were of opinioti 
that the furrender of the town at 
difcretioh was the only condition that 
fhould afterwards be t attended to 5 
but as the motives which then in- 
duced them are ftill prevalent, Ino\tf 
inform you that the terms then offer- 
ed will ftill be granted* 

A copy of the articles mail be fent 
for your ratification as foon as they 
can be prepared; and immediate]/ 
after they are exchanged, a detach- 
ment of grenadiers will be fent td 
take pofleiGoh of the horn worktop-" 
H pofiw 
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* jppjlte your: main gate* Every ar- 
rangement which may conduce to 
good order in occupying the town, 
'ihall be fettled before noon to-mor- 
row, and at that time your garrifon 
will march out. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) H. Clinton, 

Major-gtneral Lincoln* 

South Carolina. 

Articles of capitulation between 
their Excellencies Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, Knight of the Bath, General 
and Commander in Chief of his 
Majefty's forces in the feveral pro- 
vinces and Colonies on the Atlantic, 
from Nova Scotia to Weft Florida 
Incluiive, Mariot Arbuthnot, Efq. 
Vice-Admiral of the Blue, and 
Commander U Chief of all his Ma- 
jefty's ihips and veiTels in North 
America, and Major-general Benja- 
min Lincoln, commanding in Chief 
in the town and harbour of Charles- 
town. 

, Article I. That all a£ls of hoftility 
and work ihall ceafe between the be- 
fiegers *nd the beiieged, until the 
articles' of capitulation ihall ;be 
agreed on, iigned, and executed, or 
colledlively reje&ed. 

Anfnucr. All acts of hoftility and 
work ihall ceafe, until the articles 
of capitulation arc finally agreed to 
or rejected. 

Art. II. The town and Fortifica- 
tions ihall be furrendered to the 
Commander in Chief of the Britifh 
forces, fuch as they now ftand. 

A* fiver. The town and fortifica- 
tions, with the flapping at the 
wharfs, artillery, and all other pub- 
lic ftores whatfoever, ihall be furren- 
dered in their prefent ftate, to the 
Commanders of the inverting forces ; 
proper- officers ihall attend from the 
refpective departments to receive 
them. 

Art. III. The Continental troops 
4nd failors, with their baggage, ihall 
fce conducted to a. place to be agreed 



on, where they will remain prifoners 
of war until exchanged. While pri- 
foners they ihall be fupplied with 
good and wholefome provifions in 
fuch quantity as is ferved out to the 
troops of his Britannick Majefty. 

Anftwer. Granted. 

Art, IV. The militia now in 
garrifQn ihall be permitted to re- 
turn to their refpeclive homes, and 
be fecured in their perfons and 
property. 

Artjiver. The militia now in 
garrifon ihall be permitted to return 
to their refpective homes as prifoners 
on parole ; which parole, as long as 
they obferve, ihall fecure them from 
being molefted in their property by 
the Britiih troops. 

Art. V. The fick and wounded 
ihall be countinued under the care 
of their own Surgeons, and be, fup- 
plied with medicines, and fuch ne- 
ceiTaries as are allowed to the Britiih 
hofpitals. 

Anfwer. G ranted. 

Art. VI. The officers of the 
army and navy ihall keep their. 
horfes, fwords, piftols, and baggage, 
which ihall not be fearched, and 
retain their fervants. 

Anfver* Granted, except with 
refped to the horfes, which will not. 
be allowed to go out of town, but 
may be difpofed of by a perfon left 
from each corps for that purpofe. 

Art. VII. The garrifon ihall, 
at au hour appointed, march out 
with ihouldercd arms, drums beat- 
ing, and colours flying, to a place to 
be agreed on, where they will pile 
their arms. 

Anfomr. The whole garrifoa: 
mall, at an hour to be appointed, 
march out of the town to the ground 
between the works of the place and 
the canal, where they will depofit 
their arms. The drums are not to- 
beat a Britiih march, or colours to- 
be uncafed. 

Art. VIIL That the Prencn 

Confiil, his houfe, papers, and other 

movoabte 
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moveable property, fhall be protect- 
ed and untouched, and a proper 
time granted to him for retiring to 
any place that may afterwards be 
agreed upon between him and the 
Commander in Chief of the Britifh 
forces. 

Anfwtr* Agreed, with this re- 
fhi&ion, that he is to eonfider him- 
felf as a prifoner on parole. 

Art. IX. That the citizens matt 
be protected in their perfons and. 
properties. 

Anfojtr. All civil officers, and 
the citizens who have borne arm* 
during the fiege, muft be prisoners 
on parole ; and, with refpect to their 
property in the city, fhall have the 
fame terms as are granted to the 
militia; and all other perfons now 
in the town, not defcnbed in this 
or other article, are notwithftand- 
ir.g underftood to be prifoners on 
parole. 

Art. X. That a twelvemonth's 
time be allowed all Tuch as do not 
chufe to continue under the Britim ' 
government to difpofe of their ef- 
fects, real and perfonal, in the State, 
without any moleftation whatever, 
or to remove fuch part thereof as, 
taey chufe, as well as' themielves 
and families ; and that, during that 
time, they or any of them may have 
it at their option to refide occa- 
fionally in town or country. 
^ Jn/hver. The difcuifionof this ar* 
tide of courfe cannot poffibly be en- 
tered into at prefent. 

Art. XI. That the fame yrotec- ; 
tion to their> per&as and properties, 
and the feme time for the removal 
of their efo&Sj, be give* to the fab- 
jefts of France and Spain, as are re- 
quired, for the citilens in the pre- 
ceding article. 

Axfwtr. The foveas of France 

• and Spain fhall Have *hc fame termt 

as are granted to the French ConfuK' 

Art. XII. That a veflel be per- ; 
nutted to £0 to Philadelphia with" 



the Generate difpatches, which are* 

not to be opened. 
Jnfwer. Granted; and a pro-' 

per veflel with a flag will be provide 

ed for that purpofe. 
. All public papers and records muft 

be carefully prefetved, and faithfuHy 

delivered to fuch perfons as fhall be 

appointed to receive them. 

Done in Charles-town, 

May 12, 1780. 8. Lincoln. 

Done in camp before Charles- 
town, May 12, 1780. 

(Signed) H. Clinton, 

•M. Arbutknot. 

Return of ordnance, arms /and ammu- 
nition in Charles to*wn, nvben fur* 
rendered to bis Excellency &> Hi n- 
rt Clinton, Knight of the Bath 9 
Commander in ChsifofbisMajeflfs 
forca, tyc. &?r. May 14, 1780. 

Or4nance mounted on carriages ai\d 
beds with fide arms, &c. 
Brafs Guns. 
One fix pounder — 17 four ditto— 

3 three ditto. 

Brafs Mortars 
One ten inch — 1 nine- inch three 

quarters — 1 feven inch one quarter; ; 

3 five inch and half— 3 four inch 

and half— 1 eight inch brafs howit* 

zer. 

Iron Guns. 
Twelve twenty-fix pounders — 12 ' 

twenty-four ditto— 29 eighteen ditto 

— 79 twelve ditto — 70 nine ditto*— L 

27 fix ditto— ^44 four ditto— 6 three 

liialfpound fwivels — 2 carronades, 

four pounders, 

! Shot, round loofe. 
Forty twenty-fix pounders — 6*6 

twenty-four ditto — ^249 eighteen 

ditto— 312© twelve dkto— 2089 nine 

ditto— 500 fix ditto — 700 four ditto ' 

—|oo three ditto.^ 4 

Cafe fixed nxkb powder. 
- Three thbufend two hundred and 

thirty-fix four pounders — 10S three 

ditto — 410 two ditto. 

Shifts, empty. 
Ninety ten iftch— 96 nine ditto, 
.£1 ■ 

three 
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ibfit-yppxttxt— } 5© eight d|tto— .3^ 
fevea ditto, three £uarter ( s.-T-4Q nx 
dij:tp, three quar ter^Trr-2 & five ditto 
and! half— j 09 four djuto ani half«r 
212 hand granadoes^ ipced. 

$£g/, § ra f$ Q?*d cafe* .unfix td* 

^ Fifteen twenty -four pounders— 96 ; 

eighteen ditto^^p. twelve dtfto**- 

897 nine iitto-r-r-zi^ four ditto — . 

mufquct mot z$$ff* . -. 

Double beaded* 

Eighty-fix eightesaipoundeis-rT---- 
209 twelve ditto— r4Q pur ditto— .55 
fpunges, witH Jfayfs ahd rammer 
heads, of fosts— ^209 ladles with 
Hayes , &c.. of.fortSrrrZl wadhooj^s , 
with fiaves^ &c, . \ , ^.. ■ ■ . , 
, t fc - w , Handfyifyq.* > 

One Jmu^ed .and twegty-sine 
common— 41 iron ajqw-kayexs — $0 
ipil^es vyith Aa>ryf, 
;.,. Cartridges,, <fia$nel filled* 

Two jtundiefl, 33d .twenty, nine 
pounders — 8 jfeux pquuders. 
~ .: '.'-$&*?> tap$K filled* 

One hundred and fixty - three - 
twenty-four pounders— 422 eighteen 
ditto^-455, twelve ditto— 671 nine 
ditto— 20 four ditto — 100 three ditto - 
—25,550 mufquet, cartridges filled 
with ball — ■ 7796 carabine dijto— *2 
carriages — fpare four pounders— 71 
cutlaues— 3 gun triangle, with block 
complete^— 14 Jantbof as, common ; 
nfatch-flow, 2 cwi-7-376 barrels of . 
powdei: corne4TT^7<P°^ er "^ orns ' 

. Paper, Cfrtw 4iHt \Mfty* : 
Two*huudr$d %o$twenty twenty- - 
four pounders— 941 eightpenidiuo-r , 
800 twelve d^ttro 1 — ,999 nine ditto — 
400 fix ditto^ 1009 four di^to— 350 
three ditto-r-fi^ -do%ea, po,rt fires---; 
270 tin tubes filled— rrr^QOQ <*ittq. 
«Wty..' —--.v. 

French Minuets* ; 

EightahunAed .and fbrty-feven in 
ftore-^45.6^de]iye,re j 4 at theabkms. 
•^15 ftands^of regimen t#l colours, , * 
(^ Large quantities ©fclQ.ui^uet 
cartridges, armv . ^4 other fmall 
articles, not inclii4<4i fc <h«! above 
Kt«w i the flattered fjtuatioij ef tbe 



t 



different kes not admitting' of eol- 
lecling them in fo fhort a time. A 
more exa£l account will be given as 
fqcm ajspoffible.' 
•,;■ Abfir'aft *f Ordnance* 
Brafs-gupas , - ." - 21 
Mortars - O/ 

. JJowitiers -.,.,- 1 
. Iron guns : - _-' 280 

Total 3,11 
Befides the or4aancs taken in Fort 
Moultrie, Lampries, Mount Plea- 
fant, and on board the vefleh, a- 
raounting in the whole to eighty or 
ninety pieces ; : and one ten inch 
mortar. 

(Signed) Pet** Traill?, 

Major, commanding the 
Royal Artillery. 



The -following is ajketck of the Jitua- 
t't^on of affairs in South Carolina* 
as communicated by Colonel Job* 
Lawrence* 

" The Britifh army, faid to be e 
under the command of Sir Henry, 
Clinton, are diftrihuted on Port 
RoyaLifland, John's-ifland, Stono- 
ferry ,and a detachment, laft nighty 
upon James-ifland. Head quarters 
are at Fenwick's houfe, on John's 
ifland. Four of their galleys have 
been feen between John and James- 
iflands; the number of troops not 
known, fuppofed to be much dimi- 
niihed fmce 4;he embarkation at 
New- York, About twelve deferters 
from the fleet and army have come 
to£harles-town, and as many, pri- 
foyers taken by our light horfe; 
different deferters ftojm fleet and 
arjny agree, in reporting, very heavy 
loiTas at fea. Three mips plunder 
e<^*many difmaftcd».one brig, two 
ihips, taken and brought inta. 
Q^fieS^Own; a^ brig "carried into 
iHofith; Carolina^ Qnt of the de~ 
fei^s,. informs, that thirteen fatf 
Wffe-loli on the rocks of Burmuda. 
TJiere is, undoubtedly, fome grand 
impediments the enemv's progrefs. 
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AH their h'Grfes perifhed at fea, and 
much of their furniture was captured. 
Three days ago paffed by Charles- 
town bar, in a hard gale of wind, 
a*fixty-four gun fhip, a frigate, and 
fome tFanfpQits. Thefe may be 
gone to .New-York for further fup- 
-plies ; but all is conjecture. Near 
fhe bar of Charles-town daily appear 
a frigate and other fhips of war, re- 
connoitering and blocking up the 
^arbour of Charles-town. We have 
four Continental frigates, two French 
armed fhips, two State armed mips, 
fix other armed veflels, fome of them 
carrying very heavy cannon. The 
enemy^s delay has afforded an oppor- 
tunity for flrengthening the lines of 
Charles- town, which will be in 
pretty good order to-morrow. The 
number of men within the lines uncer* 
t*in % hut by far too few for defending 
*works of near three miles in circum- 
ference, tfpecially confidering many of 
them to be citizens and unaceufiomed 
t a. the fatigues pf a befieged garrifon % 
and many of the Continental treops 
half naked*— Reinforcements are ex- 
pected — General Hagan is within a 
few miles — The Virginia troops are 
fomeiuhere ! — — AJjiftame from that 
fifier fate has been expefied thefe 

eighteen months, General Moultrie 

is forming a camp at Bacon-bridge, 
where he has about five hundred 
horfe, being horfe .of this State, 
Baylor's and Bland's, of Virginia. 
General Williamfon is encamped at 
AuguHU— a thoufand men are ex- 
p$£ted from his brigade. General 
Hichardfon and Colouel-Caphew, are 
raifing the militia at and about 
Camden. At this moment our efcape 
depends on further delay on the 
enemy's part. Two or three weeks 
more will make this garrifon ftrong ; 
thjs inhabitants, cin general, are in 
good fpirits. Compet«nt judges fay, 
tl^t Sir JJenry Clinton will then 
have caufe to repent his enterprize; 
This affords encouragement, but 
yveutt in war are uncertain, and if* 



we do not receive aftfifttice, die nut. 
intelligence may be quite contrary. 
Hafien the Virginian troops, if y$u 
meet them. 

Charles-town, Fib. J. I*.'* 

25, 1780. 

ExtraB of a letter fr$m Charlu- 
tonvn, March 1 3. 
" As to news, we can tell you fit- 
tie more than the public papers do* 
The Englifh are ftiU on John's and 
James's-iflands, and the main, be* 
tween Afhley-ferry and Wappoo* 
creek. Night before laft, they 
raifed a fix gun battery on the right 
hand, at the mouth or the creek, at 
Mr. — Fenwick's ftore, oppoute 
Cummins's - point : they had one 
thirty-two pounder, brafs, mounted. 
By day-light, our two galleys and a 
briganune went vtp to fire upoa 
them ; what damage they did wc 
cannot tell ; but the Notre Dana* 
brigantine received a (hot by her 
main chains, that beat in two of her 
knees, and they have all come doroi 
again. The night before two Eng- 
lifh galleys got orer the bar, bat 
were obliged to cut and run, leaving 
their two flags on the buoys of then: 
anchors, one at each edge of the 
bar, for a direction to the others to 
come in by ; they are lightening the 
Roebuck and another, ftven fail in 
alii they fortify every place, and 
leave guards. My opinion is, that 
they mean to fortify Charks-towrt- 
neck about the Quarter-houfe. If 
they are permitted to do that, they 

, will ftarve us out. We expect troops 
from Virginia and North CaroKtta." 
W-ittiamfturghi in Virginia, April g.' 
.On the 5th ult. was hanged" at. 
CharIes>town, South Carolina, Col. 
Hamilton Ballendine, for drawing 

•draughts of the town and fbrtiika- 
tions. He was taken by a piquet* 
guard/ which General Lincoln had 
fent out that night to Stono, as he 

i-wajs making his way to the enemy; 
and when he was hailed by the t 

guard* 
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guard, his dnfwer was, "' Colonel 
Hamilton Ballendine." The guard 
told him that would not do, and 
carried him to the Commander of 
the piquet ; upon which he pulled 
out of his pocket the draughts. The 
officer told him he was miftaken, 
and had him carried to General 
Lincoln, who ordered him for exe- 
cution. 

. Ne<w Londsn, Ofieber 1 1 . It is 
laid that a plan for the enfuing cam- 
paign formed by the Britifh cabinet, 
has in fome meafure tranfpired.. 
They are to eftablim ftrong garrifons 
in Quebec, Halifax, New York, and 
the places adjacent; to make tho 
molt vigorous effort to reduce South 
Carolina ; to form a ftrong barrier 
in North Carolina, to prevent any 
meafure of the Americans from the 
northward ; to poflefs themfelves of 
the eftablifhmentof the Spaniards at 
New Orleans and on the banks of 
the Mifliflippi ; and having effected 
this, to bend their force againft the 
French and Spanifh Weil-India 
Illands. They mean to embody the 
loyal Americans, and leave part for 
the defence of thefe countries, and 
carry the reft againft the common 
enemy. The force for thefe feveral 
operations will be compleated by the 
frftof June next, to thirty battalions 
of 750 men each. The -guards and 
eight regiments of Britilh will be 
left at New York. 

New York, April 19. The foK 
lowing is published from good au- 
thority. — *« Upon Saturday Jail, the 
j;th inftant, a cavalry detachment 
of about 120 men, compofed of the 
17th dragoons, Queen's Ranger 
HuiTars, Diemar's HufTars, and 
Lieut. Stuart's volunteers, drawn 
from Staten-ifland, with a body of 
312 infantry, compofed of 12 Ya- 
gers, 150 men of the regiment of 
Bene, 100 men of the regiment of- 
Mirbach, and 50 men of the loyal 
American regiment, drawn from 
York-ifland; the whole under th^ 



command of Major Du Buy of the 
regiment of Bofe, were landed in the 
Jeriies, the cavalry near the extremity 
of Bergen Neck, the infantry near 
Fort Lee, forming a junction in the 
Englifh neighbourhood, the whole 
detachment proceeded to the New 
Bridge upon Hackinfac, whkh they 
reached between two and three 
o'clock in the morning of the 16th, 
having fallen in with a rebel patrole 
at (hat place, under the command of 
ah officer who was taken prifoner 
with three of his men, the others 
making their efcape ; continuing 
their march to Paramus, Major Do 
Buy came in fight of the church a 
little after day-break, and finding 
the rebels had fallen back to Hop- 
pers-town, he kept on his march 'till 
difcovered by a picquet pofted at the 
bridge upon Saddle-creek, who 
giving their fire, were inftantly ' 
charged by the advanced guard of 
cavalry, and the greateft part of 
them either killed or tafcen pri- • 
foners, 

** The cavalry were immediately 
directed to pufh forward to Hop- 
per's, which they foon reached, and 
fpiritedry attacking a fuperior body . 
of infantry, in connected canton- . 
vinents, carried feveral houfos, before^ 
the infantry, who made every poflible 
exertion, could reach the place of 
action, at which, however, they ar- 
rived in time to compleat the object 
of the incurfion. 

" In retiring, fmall parties of mi- * 
litia,. with a few of their troops, 
who had been upo» other duties, 
kept hovering round the detachment 
in different directions, and although 
unable to make any imprelion, they 
incommoded the march of the troops, ■ 
by a coaftant fcattered fire from dif- 
ferent quarters, but with little effect, j 
although they continued their at- 
tempts to the place of embarkation, 
viz. Fort Lee, at which the infan- 
try arrived between three *nd four! 
o'clock in, the aftetaooa, the cavalry. 

taking. 
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.taking the fame route by which they 
advanced ; eight deferters.with their 
arms joined the detachment early in 
the morning. 

" Encomiums upon the behavi- 
our of the troops are not neceflary, 
although merited ; it is fufficient to 
obferve, that the expedition was 
well, conducted, and executed' as 
may ever be expected from good 
troops, led by officers of knowledge 
aud experience. 
*' Return oftbe killed \ wounded and 

miffing if the troops at the affair at 

Jfofper's-tcwttj the i6tb tuft. 

** 17th light dragoons, 1 horfe 
killed, 3 rank and file wounded, 1 
horfe wounded. 

" Queen's ranger buffers. 3 rank 
and file killed, 3 horfes killed, 1 rank 
and file wounded, 2 horfes wounded. 

" Dicmar's huffer*. 2 rank and 
file wounded, 1 horfe wounded. 

" Staten Ifland volunteers. 2 . 
rank 'and file wounded. 

" Vagers. 1 wounded. — Mir- 
bach, 1 killed, 11 rank and file 
wounded. — Bofe. 2 killed, 1 fer- 
jeant, 5 rank and file wounded. 

'" Loyal Americans. 1 killed, 5 
wounded. 

" Total." 7 rank and file killed, 
4 horfes killed, two ferjeants wound- 
ed, 29 rank and file wounded, 4 
horfes wounded. 

" Two wounded men left behind 
are included in the above return ; 
many of the wounded are doing, 
their duty. . 
" Return of the killed, wounded, and" 

prifoners of the rebel detachment t 

at Hopp9* y s-To'wn, upon the xbth 

inflant* * 

'* Killed 40; wounded, left be- 
hind, believed about 10. Taken 
prifouers, of whom many arc wcftind- 
ed, 51 ; exclufive of the officers, of 
whom one was killed upon thefpot; 
the Major, who commanded, and 
another officer left badly wounded ; 
two Captains, two Lieutenants, and 
two Eniigns, taken prifoners." 



Yefterday arrived in our harbour 
the brigantine Macaroni, command- 
ed by ■ — Patter fon, belonging 

to Mr. Blair M'Lanachan, of Phi- 
ladelphia. She mounts 14 guns, i* 
a perfect beauty, and was taken by 
his Majefty's fhip Delight, Captain 
Inglis. And 

Laft night arrived the floop 1 

of 14 guns, likewife from Philadel- 
phia, another prize to the Delight* 
There were twenty-two privateers or 
letters of marque vefTels at Philadel- 
phia, the beginning of this month, 
the above are two of the number. 
, Laft Saturday a brig privateer, of 
8 guns, and 52 men, was driven oa 
fliore about harf a mile from the 
light-houfe at Sandy Hook, by his 
Majefty's lhip Galatea, Captain 
Reed, the crew are prifohers, and 
the veflel .will probably be faved. 
The fame day was driven on fliore, at 
Deal Beach, twelve miles off the 
Hook, another privateer brig, by 
his Majeily's fhip Vulture, Captain 
Sutherland ; the above are from 
Rhode Ifland, one called the Rattle- 
Snake, and the other the Black 
Snake, they failed in company with 
two privateer floops. 

By the fhip George, from Jamaica, 
we are informed, that a body of 
troops, with fome flaps of war, had 
failed from there on another enter- 
prize againft the Spaniards, in 
which, it is faid, they are to be 
joined by the Mufquito Indians. 

. Yeiterday arrived the fchooner 
Lovely Bet, Capt. Charles M'Don- 
ald, in ten days from Bermuda, by 
whom we learn, that the Crown 
galley, from London for Georgia, a 
very valuable veffel, laden with 
ftores, accoutrements for 300 cava!- * 
ry, 50 pieces of cannon, &c. after 
having been taken by the Ranger 
privateer, of Baltimore, was happily 
retaken by MefTrs. Goodrich and 
Sneddon'^ brig the Hammond. 

Captain Kidd has taken a fine 
brigantine laden with tobacco; . 
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the above arc both carried into 
Bermuda* 

Likewife a febooner laden with 
tobacco, from James^river, was fent 
into the fame port by the Whalebone 
privateer. . , 

The inhabitants on the Suique- 
hanna have been lately much alarm- 
xd. by z/pring <viftt from the Indians, 
who hav<v v qn this fide Wyoming, 
kilj^i^^aliJerfons, burned a num- 
be^fl^&ies; and carried off eight 
prifo^rsr r . 

The privateer (loop Nichol, Capt. 
ftichol, arrived here laft Wednef- 
day i fhe left Savannah on the 30th 
©f March. The following parti- 
culars were faid to have been re- 
ceived at that place from Charles- 
town, dated the 26th ult. viz. Bri- 
gadier-general Patterfon had joined 
the Commander in Chief, who had 
crofted Aihley-fcrry ; the Renown, 
Romulus, and Roebuck men of war, 
with a number of Britiih frigates, 
had taken their ftations within the 
bar. It was faid, the rebels had fent 
a flag with overtures for a furrender 
of the city upon certain conditions ; 
they were found inadmiflible, and it 
was thought the town and its nume- 
rous garrifcn were perfectly inverted 
by the royal army. His Majefty's 
fhip Loyalift, with the Active and 
Jean merchantmen were fafe arrived 
from this port, as were 39 fail of 
vefTels from England, but laft from 
the Weil-Indies, under convoy of 
tHe Iris, Hydra, and Virginia men 
of war. 

His Majefty's ihip Europe, was in 
Beaufort-harbour, moored in perfect 
fafety. 

.JVWTVi, April 26, On the 
28th -of March laft, General Prevoft 
received intelligence that a body of 
Americans had crofted the Ogechee- 
river, within twenty miles of Savan- 
nah, . and had plundered and burnt 
the buildings on the plantations of 
Sir Jan*es Wright and feveral others, 
and as the General knew the fitu- 



ition of the ground, he ordered fi\*ty 
men from the firft battalion of Ge- 
neral de Lancey's, who marched im- 
mediately, under the command of 
Captain Conklin ; crofled the Oge- 
chee, and prefentiy difcovered the 
enemy, who no fooner faw his Ma- 
jefty's troops advancing up the caufe- 
way, than they fattened a gate that 
was acrofs it (a fwamp being on the 
right and left) and fired through the 
bars on the advancing troops. Cap- 
tain Conklin had but juft time to- 
order his men to charge upon the 
enemy, when he received their firft 
fire, which brought him to the 
ground. Captain Conklin defired 
Lieutenant Rooney to take the com- 
mand, who was likewife wounded at 
the enemy's fecond fire ; the com- 
mand then devolved to Enfign Sup- 
ple, who bravely charged and routed 
the enemy. The enemy had fix 
men killed, the reft mounted their 
horfes (which were held by negroes 
while they engaged) and rode off*. 
Enfign Supple hearing that there 
were three hundred of the enemy not 
far from him, very prudently re- 
croned the river, and arrived in town 
with his detachment, not having a 
man killed, and bringing in the 
wounded Capt. Conklin and Lieu- 
tenant Rooney ; the former died the 
next evening, the Iatter's wound is 
very flight. One private was mor- 
tally wounded, and four others it is 
thought will recover. 

On Monday morning arrived at 
Sandy Hook, a fleet of near fifty 
fail of veflcls from* Georgia, under 
convoy of his Majefty's mips Dela- 
ware and Iris, confifting of Cork 
victuallers, and the following ihips 
from England (all by the way of the 
Weft-Indies) viz. the Trelawney, 
Moore ; the Refolution, Welch ; 
the Hope, Smith ; the Peggy, Ar- 
not; and the Smaragda, Byrne. 

By letters, and other accounts 

from gentlemen arrived in this fleet, 

wc have collected the following par- 

ticuiars : 
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titulars : That a vcflel with dis- 
patches for the Commander in Chief, 
and letters from England dated as 
Jate as the 19th of January > had ar- 
rived at headquarters in feven weeks, 
but that the letters from New-York 
havfrg been put on board the Adlive, 
Captain Quarme i*( formerly the RoFe 
Bud) me was, oiuher paflage hither, 
attacked and taken'by. the Pickering 
.privateer* o£*. twenty-two fix and 
nine pounders ;' Captain Qtfarrae 
took care to finicall the letters before 
the Active itruck* 

Letters had been .received by Sir 
James Wright, from Gov. Tonyn, 
with the following important infor- 
mation: That .he # had, by exprefs 
-from Gov/ Chefter, of Penfacola, 
intelligence that a fleet with three 
.thoufand Spanifh troops, on their 
.pafTage from' Havannah to New 
Orleans, had met with a fevere gale 
of wind, which occafioned many of 
their veffels to founder, and feven 
hundred Spanifh foldiers were drown- 
ed ; on the arrival of the armament, 
3t New Orleans, a defcent was made 
upon Mobile, where' General John 
-Campbell, commander of his Ma- 
jefly's troops in Weft Florida, fud- 
denly fell upon, and totally routed 
their whole army. 

Two Spanifh frigates and n num- 
ber of tranfpom were fhipwrecked in 
the {torm. • 

The fleet that arrived here yef- 
terday left Ghsfrles-town bar on the 
. 8th of this month, on whicli day Vice- 
Admiral Arfcmthnot, in his MajeftyV 
fhip Roebuck of 44 guns, with the 
Renown of 50 guns, and the Romu- 
lus of 44 gahSj and feven frigates* 
-viz»-Le Blond, 32 guns; Richmond, 
%i guns; Raleigh 32 guns; Vir- 
ginia, 32 guns, Perfeus, 20 guns; 
Camilla, 20 guns; Germaine, 16 
guns ; and feveral gallies, with a 
.topgallant breeze and a drizzling 
• rain, without fuftaining any material 
injur)' from their fire, pa/led all the 
batteries oa/.SullivanVifland. On 
. Vol., X. 



the fixth, his Excellency General Sir 
Henry Clinton having, withfearcely 
the lofs of a man, advanced the army 
within gun-mot of the enemy's ab- 
batis, th« town was completely in- 
verted, and, as the firing which had 
been continued very brifkly from the 
town entirely ceafed about twelve 
o'clock, in the night of the 8th in- 
ftant, it was prcfumed the place had 
then been furrendered to the Com- 
mander in Chief, as Mr, Lincoln 
had defired that the private property 
and the inhabitants might be flapped 
off for the Well-Indies, on condition 
of his furrendering the town, and 
marching his garnfon out with the 
honours of war; an ^overture that 
met with contempt. We have the 
mortification to find that the Earl of 
- Caithnefs, as his Lordfhip was pro- 
ceeding upon fervice over Afliley- 
river, was unfortunately mot through 
the body, by a fkulking party of the 
enemy, but happily the gallant peer 
was left in a fair way of recovery. 
The Britifh and Hcflian troops were 
in high health, and fo were the lhips 
companies, enjoying every neceflary 
and comfort of life. 

His Majefly's fhip Rainbow, with 
her convoy* confifting of the fecond 
embarkation of troops for South Ca- 
rolina, was fpoke with by the Dela- 
ware and Iris, on the 1 3th inftant, 
in latitude 36, the wind continuing 
fo favourable, as to afford a tolerable 
. afTurance of their arrival at Charles- 
town on the 1 6th inftant. 

Upon the night of the 21ft inft. 
a detachment of provincial troops, 
under the command of Lieutenant- 
colonel Laurence, embarked at San- 
dy Hook, upon an expedition againft 
an American pofl at Squan ; after 
being detained a week at the Light - 
houfe by contrary winds, having a 
favourable paflage, Colonel Laurence 
landed at midnight, and marched 
immediately for the cantonment of 
the enemy, which he foon reached, 
but was much mortified in finding 

I the 
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the poft had been withdrawn the 
morning of the zoth, a Lieutenant, 
Serjeant, and four or five privace 
men excepted, who were made prU 
foners ; nothing further remaining 
to be done, the detachment re-em- 
barked, and returned to Sandy- 
Hook the 2zd inftant. 

On Sunday afternoon the 23d 
infh a patrole of a Corporal and fix 
men were taken prifoners bf a de- 
tachment of the mounted Weft 
Chefter refugees, near Williams's- 
bridge, upon the Brunx river. 
By bit Excellency } suit Robert- 
son, E/q . Captain-general and 
Governor in Chief, in and over 
the province of Ne*w-T*crk, and 
the ttrrifriu depending therein in 
America, Chancellor and Vice- 
jtdiniral of the fame, and Major* 
general of his Majefty's forces* 

A Proclamation. 
The King having been gracioufly 
pleafed to honour me with the care 
of a province, where, in a longre- 
fidence, I have contracted an efteem 
for fome, and an affection for, many 
of its inhabitants, I proceed with 
great pleafure to announce his be- 
nevolent intentions. 

It is his Majeily's > wifh, by the 
revival of the civil authority, to 
prove to all the colonies and provin- 
ces, that it is not hii defign to go- 
vern America by military law, but 
that iltey are to enjoy ail the benefits 
of a local lcgiflation, and their former 
Conllitution. 

To tkis end I have brought out 
the Royal appointments for' forming 
the Council, artd fupplying the, 
places of Lieutenant-governor and 
Chief juiHce. And, in concurrence 
with the Commander in Chief Of 
the Britilh forces, who is alfo his 
Majeily's CommhTioner for ieftoring 
peace to the colonies, I fhati, As 
fpeedilyas the public exigencies will 
permit, give orders for opening the 
Courts ot I udicature, and convening 
the 'A.flembly $ and in general pro- 



ceed to the execution of the powers 
repofed in me for the free courfe and 
complete re-eliabliihment, both of 
the legiflative andexecutiveauthorityi. 

I take great fatisrattion in the am- 
ticipation of that happy day, when 
relations, friends, and fellow-citi- 
zens, having difmiffed their gloomy 
apprehensions, lhall re-embrace each 
other, and return to the offices, plea- 
fures, and employments of peace. 
Your country, wiil then participate' 
with your ancient privileges in an ex- 
tenfive commerce, and be exempted 
from all taxations not impofed by 
yourielves 

Until I meet yon regularly in 
General Aflembly^ for the reftoring 
of mutual confidence, and the re- 
medying of private as well as public 
evils, I pledge myftlf to men of all 
dalles, in every part of the province, 
that it is the companionate defire of 
your Sovereign, and of the parent 
country, to unite in affection as in 
intereft, with the colonies planted 
by her hand, and which have long 
flourifhed under her care, — that the 
fuggeftions of her intention to im- 
pair their rights and privileges, are 
the arts of malice and faction, — and 
that every infinuation made by the 
domeflic enemies of Great Britain, 
of her being difpofed to abandon 
the provinces to internal anarchy, 
and the mifchiefs of their jarring 
ihterefts and claims, or to the 
fraudulent and ambitious views of 
foreign, Popiih, and arbitrary powers, 
(of whom your fathers had a wife 
and virtuous jealoufy) is equally 
falfe and malicious. 

Happy herfelf, uader a Conftitu- 
tion which is the envy send admira- 
tion of furrounding nations, (he 
wiihes to include, in one comprehen- 
five fyftem offelirity, all the branch- 
es of a flock intimately connected 
by the ties of language, manners, 
laws, cuitoms, habits, intcreiis, reli* 
4 gion, and blood. 

I lament, with the ingenuous 
. t^oufand* 
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thoufanda of America, who are ir- 
reconcilable to the unnatural repa- 
ration, fo inaufpicious to yourfelve* 
as well as all the reft of your fettow- 
fubjecls in the other quarters of the 
world, that the-few who have found 
means to acquire a fway in the ma- 
nagement of your aflfrirs, have been 
averfe to every uniting fyliem of po- 
licy, and ftudiouflyfhunned the paths 
to harmony and peace. 
* But it is not my aim to call them 
to a hopelefs and mortifying review 
of their conduct. Can they want 
evidence at this day, of the detefta- 
tion of their rneafures, by an encreafr 
ing majority of their own country- 
men? And having every thing to 
fear from their exhaufted patience, I 
warn them to defift from any future 
Attempts to refrain and feduce the 
loyalty of others, and wifely to pro- 
vide againft their refentment, by 
ftgaali^ing themfelves, as heretofore 
in exciting, fo now in doling the 
fcene of their intolerable calamities. 
And I hereby give the ftrongeft af- 
furances of effectual countenance, 

Jjrotec^ion, and fupport, of all per- 
bi\s who avaiU themfelves of the 
Proclamation iffued by his Excellency 
Sir Henry Clinton, dated at James- 
i/land, the third day of March. 

Lefs inclined to reproach than to- 
conciliate, to aggravate than to for- 
get, even the guilt of thofe, who, 
privy to the repeated calls of Great 
Britain to friendfhip, upon terms 
adequate to the defire and expecta- 
tion of their conliituents, yet never- 
thelefs forbore to reveal them, that 
they might, with the greater eale, 
prefe the ancient enmity of foreign 
foes, to the aid of their own ambi- 
tion and avarice, I exhort th$m to 
feek an early refuge in the abundant 
clemency of the. Crown, from the 
perils to which tl^ey have expofcd 
themfelves, by mcafn;es fraudulent- 
ly concerted and tyrannically on- 
forced, ancj affording, by the com- > 
plicated miferi.es they have brought 
upon their- country, and the mighty 



ruin (lill impending, irreiiftible evi- 
dence of the folly and malignancy of 
the councils, by which its affairs 
have been conducted. 

Towards the rcdreffine the disor- 
ders arifing from the loft or want of 
Charters, I recommend. it, to ajl con- 
cerned, to apply, without delay, in 
the ordinary courfe, for Charters, 
which (hall be granted . as foon as 
civil authority takes place. 

As to the public books of records, 
fo important to your titles and eftates 
in all, parts of the colony, and for- 
merly lodged in the Secretary's of- 
fice, I understand that they were fe- 
parated from the reft, by the pro- 
vident circumfpe&ion of my prede- 
ceflbr, whofe merits are alcove my 
applaufe, and have often had yours ; 
and having been afterwards ient home 
for fafe cuftody, you may rely upon 
their being carefully preferved, and 
duly returned as foon as the public 
tranquility is reftored. 

From the Pennfy IvanU Packet , 
Jpril 6. 

" The General and field officers," 
Captains and fubal terns of the Ame- 
rican army, now in Philadelphia, af- 
fembled at the New, Tavern, by. 
previous notification^ given on the. 
jth of April, 1780, being deeply 
impreffed with, the importance of 
the prefent inchmeal, anxious to give 
energy, (jf> far as our confequence 
may ha^C &rce> to:the future opera- 
tions of Government, do declare to 
the world^ tj*t feelings; wifhes, and 
determination, of the military, in 
refolving, 

" That as, it » their duty, foitis 
their fixed and unalterable refolu- 
tion, to c'nrb the fpirit of infokmce 
and au dacity,, manifefted by the de- 
luded and difaffected $ a fpirit of 
refiftance which we cartnot but 
apprehend receives encouragement 
from the lenity of .Government, 
founded on principles of univcrfel 
liberty and benevolence. 

" To cflctt this falutary purpofe, 
1 z we 
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we do declare to our country, that 
we will not afTociate, qr hold com- 
munication with -any perfon or ^per- 
fons who have exhibited by their 
conduct an inimical dirpofition, or 
even lukewarmnefsj to the inde- 
pendence of America; nor with any* 
perfon who may give countenance or 
encouragement . to them, however 
reputable bis characler> or dignified 
his office, 

"' We do alfo declare, that we 
will hold any gentleman, bearing a 
military commiffion, who may at* 
tempt to contravene the object of 
this declaration in the fmalleft de- 
gree, as a proper object of contempt, 
and that we will, with alacrity, feize 
every opportunity of evidencing to 
the world our abhorrence of a con- 
duct fo derogatory to the dignity of 
the army. t 

Signed by order, 

Anthony Wayne, B. G. 

Walter Stewart, Col, l 

John Stewaat, Lt. Col. 

Hbnry Lee, Major. 
Philadelphia j 6th April, 1780. 

Bermuda, March 25. This day- 
Captain Kelley's company of grena- 
diers, confifting of no officers and 
men of the Royal garrifon battalion, 
marched into and took pofleflion of 
the new wooden barracks in Fort 
Clinton, on Globe-hill, which ef- 
fectually covers St. George's, the 
feat of Government : and when 
thefe difpatches came away, Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Commandant Don- 
kin was actually encamping with* 
the remainder of his regiment (for 
want of proper quarters) under the 
canaort of that important fortrefs. 

New-York, ' May 22. The priva^ 
teer ftiip Sir George Collier, Capt. 
M'Pherfon, arrived here from a 
cruize laft Tuefday, and brought in 
with him the floop Sally, Bowling 
Pool, iMafter; and fcliooner Swal- r 
low, Bofman, Matter, from Virginia, 
for France, &c. Sec. They were 



taken the 1 1 th irtftaut, cCthe Capes 
of Virginia, and were part of a fleet 
of nine fail under convoy of a fhip 
of 20 guns, a brig of 16, and one of 
1 2 guns. Captain M*Pherf(vn took 
a third prize out of ihe fleet, but ftie 
was retaken. . . 

, The Trumbull frigate, Captain 
Nicholfon, of 32 guns, 24 of which 
are. j2 pounders, and the MiiRin. 
privateer, of 20 guns, failed from 
New-London '.laft Friday woek, in, 
ordsr ro cruize off Sandy-Hook, in 
hopes of falling in withlus Majefty's 
(hips the .Galatea and Delight. 

The floop Retaliation, of 1 2 guns ; 
floop Congrefs,, of iz guns-;" and 
floop Hancock, of 14 guns, failed 
from New London^ three days before 
the Trumbull and * Miiflin* iu. order 
to cruize oft* Sandy. Hook .alfo. 
. The folio wing, privateers were fit- 
ting out at Ncwj. London, viz. a 
French {hip to carry 3b guns; Le. 
Defpenfer, of 16 ; floop Sally, 14; 
Young Cromwell, of ic ; tlie Hawke, 
of j 2, and two more fjoops. 

Nfw-Yark> Mayxy-.* Laft Friday 
night a party from King's-bridge, un- 
der, the command of Col. Howard of 
the guards, went out in order to Sur- 
prise a body of the rebels that were 
polled near Tarry-town, under the 
command of CoL Millan ; but before 
our troops reached the rebel quarters, 
they decamped; and on Colonel 
Howard's entering the houfe of a 
certain Colonel Hammond, he en- 
quired whether Millan had any no- 
tice of their approach, Hammond an- 
fwercd '* No, for if they had any 
notice of his coming, they ihould 
not. find him at home.*' The Co- 
iGnel with eight or ten more were 
brought off prifoners. 
; On the 5th inftant, a party of 
Lieutenant-colonel de Lancey's re- 
fugees, made an excurfion to Horfe- 
neck, where they took a Captain 
and rive privates; .and on Wednes- 
day the roth, near Byron river* they 
took nine privates. 

By 
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fy '}\M%* PaTTISQW, Efq. Major* 
general of bis Majejfy's forces. 
Commandant of AVtu-TVi, £s?<". 
tfc. &c. 

Proclamation. 
Whereas in ,cpnfequence of infor- 
mations I have ; r£ccived, that difco- 
veries have be^en made that various 
goods and merchandize, to a con- 
fiderable amount, have, of late, in 
violation of the eftablimed regula- 
tions, be$n conveyed from this city 
in a clandestine manner: I have, 
therefore, thought fit to iuue this 
Proc l a m a tion, hereby warning 
all peribns whatever againft putting 
on board any fhip, veflel, pilot-boat, 
or other fmali craft, goods or mer- 
chandize of any fort ; alfo all mas- 
ters or perfons having charge of mips, 
veflels, pilot-boats, or other fmajl 
crafts, againfl receiving on board 
any goods or merchandise, without 
permiffion from the offices appointed 
by Sir William Howe's Proclamation 
cfthe 17th July, 1777, and agree- 
able to the powers • and regulations 
therein contained. 

r And I do now hereby ftrictly for- 
bid all perfons from Shipping, or be- 
ing concerned in (hipping, or receiv- 
kg. on board any vefTcls, any goods 
or merchandize which are to be con- 
veyed to places not comprehended in 
the powers veiled in. the above-men- 
tioned offices, until permiffion is firil 
obtained from the office of police, or 
a fpecial licence granted for the fame 
by she Commandant. 

Any pcribn or perfons, who (hall 
be convicted before a court-martiaj, 
of haying acted contrary to the true. 
intent and meaning of this Proclama- 
tion, fhall be liable to fuch fines and 
penalties as the Court may adjudge, 
according to the nature of the of- 
fence, befides the forfeiture of the 
\goods ; of which one half of the n,et 
proceeds wijl be applied to the city 
funds, and the other half given as a 
juft reward to the pcrfon or perfons 
who (hall, by giving the proper infor- 



mation; bring to light' fuch unwar« 
rantable practices. 

Given under my hand, in the city 
of New- York, the fixteenth day of 
May, in the year of our Lord, one 
thoufand feven hundred and eighty, 
and in the twentieth year of his Ma- 
jeity's reign. 

James Pattison. 

. , By command of the General, , 

John L. C. Roqme, Sect 

Ntrv-York t May 13, 
From the Chamber of Commerce. <* 
9*o bis Excellency James Robert- 
son, Efq, Captain-general and 
Governor in Chief of the Province 
of New -York, and territories there- 
on depending in America , Vice-ad'-* 
miralofthefame, and Major-gene- 
ral of his Majefty y s forces* ^ 
New-York, id May > I?8<V 
Sir, 

It is with great pleafure «*$ trait 
ourfelves of this firit general meeting 
of the Chamber of Commerce, firic^ 
your Excellency's arrival, to con- 
^gratulate you on that event, and 
with unfeigned fincerity to allure 
you, that it gives us, the higheft.fa- 
tisiadion to find our gracious Sove^ 
reign has been pleafed to intruft thq 
re-eftablifhing and fecuringthe hap- 
pinefs of this province to your Ex- 
cellency, who, we know to be not 
only perfectly well acquainted with: 
its real interefls, but capable and de- 
firous of promoting them. 

The recent inftance your Excel- 
lency has given of your attention to 
onr mercantile intereft, not only call* 
for our immediate acknpwledgmcnt*, 
but convinces us how £rmly we may- 
rely on your fupport. 

Both duty and inclination will 
therefore ftrongly excite our endea- 
vours to promote your Excellency's, 
happinefs ; nor fhall we efteem any 
means fo effectual as by chearfully 
contributing our affiftance to every ^ 
meafure that may be adopted for the 
public good. 

We 
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•" r W*rh*ve<he Jioneur to be your 
Excellency's moft* obedient humble 
ftrvatits, 

'-' By Order of the Chamber of ' 
Commerce, 

Isaac Low, Prefident. 
His Excellency's Anfwer*' 
Gentlemen, 
♦ I am much obliged by a mark of 
efteem from the Chamber of Com- 
aiterca, whofe opinions have ever 
been received with refpett, and fol- 
lowed with advantage ; — <luty and 
inclination make me wiftv trade to 
flourifh, a return of this will bring 
krtth it a return of happinefs to the 
Frovinte* Commerce, which en- 
larges the mind, and deflroys preju- 
dices, is ever favourable to freedom, 
Wki will not only fhew, but make the 
people feel, the bleflings of his Ma- 
ptity'i government, ft> that a truth 
well known in Britain will be ac- 
fc*awl#$fced all over America, that 
ti>e impbjtance and profperity of both 
Wdritrtes depends upon their union. 

Rtf|iecl^fo^ the body of merchants 
will not only make me attentive to 
Aeir advice, but receive it with gra- 
tkude, as their lights will prevent me 
from -miftakin^ the true intereib of 
imde. 

fe bit Excellency James Robert- 

'$o*, Ef$. Captain-general and Go- 

: Pernor in Chief of the Province of 

'■ New-Y*rk, and territories thereon 

depending in Ameipica, Vice-admiral 

ef the fame y and Major- general of 

bis iWajef?y y s forces. 

The Address 
{jf fundry gentlemen appointed by the 

Royal Jnftru&ions, to form the 

Council for the Province of Neiv- 

York. 

Deeply imprefled by fentiments of 
loyalty and gratitude to our moil 
gracious Sovereign, for his paternal 
affeclion and attention to the happi- 
nefs and interefts of his fubjecls in 
America, announced to ns by your 
Excellency's Proclamation, it is with 
the higheft faHsfa&Jon we congratu-. 



btte your Excellency td your appoint- 
rhent, to the care of a province, of 
which your long refidence has given 
you fo competent a knowledge, 
and where, the inhabitants are from 
experience, fo fen fible of the confi- 
dence they may repofe in your abili- 
ties, inclination, aod exertions to 
promote their happinefs. 

The ambitious and felf-kiterefted 
promoters of rebellion, to fupport 
their unauthorifed and perilous com- 
binations, with defigning, popilh, 
and arbitrary powers, have, by con- 
cealing and mifreprefenting the many 
generous and humane offers made by 
Great Britain, for reftoring public 
tranquility, brought on the inhabi- 
tants of this once happy country 4 
every evil they at firfl taught theittrtq 
dread. 

Their perfonal eftates are now 
wrefted from them by taxation, their* 
real ones funk to the par of their pa- 
per dollars, their commerce annihU 
la^ed, their civil rights and privi- 
leges trampled upon by Congrefs and 
Committee men, and their perfons* 
liable to be dragged into the iieJd ac 
all feafons to perform the duties of a,- 
foldier. 

- In the fympathy we feel for our 
fuffering country, nothing can be 
more grateful to us, than the bene- 
volence of the Proclamations ifTued 
by his Majefty's Commiflioner, and 
your Excellency, fo amply aiFording 
to the inhabitants of America, the 
means for extricating themfelves from 
their prefent diftrefles ; and whereby 
they are aflured, that Great Britain 
is ftill willing to reftore to the colo- 
nies, the benefits of local lcgiflation, 
with their . former constitutions, a 
participation in her extenfive com-, 
merce, and an exemption from all 
taxations not impofed by themfelvps. 

His Majefly's attention to the im- 
mediate happinefs of this province, 
by empowering your Excellency to 
embrace the earlieft opportunity, con- 
fident with the public exigencies, to 

open 
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open the courts of judicature, con- 
vene an aflembly, and completely re- 
eftablifh both the legiilative and exer 
cutive authority, will, we are con r 
vinced, roufe, and bring forward* 
every aid reauifite to enable your 
Excellency to fulfil his Majefly's moft 
gracious intentions. 

We moft chearfullr concur with 
ymir Excellency; in the applaufe fo 
juflly due to the merits of yourprede- 
ce/Ibr, under whofe administration 
this province, when connected with; 
and protected by Great Britain, ex- 
perienced uninterrupted feikity. 

From the firmeft principles of loy* 
alty and perfonal confidence in your 
Excellency, you may be allured, of 
our co-operating in every meafure 
conducive to the honour of the Crown, 
and the common profperity and inte* 
refts of our fellow-fnbje&s. 
Andrew Elliot, Hugh Wallace, 
Gh. W. Apthorp, Henry White, 
-William Smith, William Axtel. 

Hit Excilltncfs Anfwer* 

Gentlemen, 

The nomination of gentlemen for 
counfellors, with whom I have lived 
many years on the moft friendly foot- 
ing, was very pleafing to me. I 
knew that you were loyal and devot- 
ed to your King, and fulLof affec- 
tion for the people, I was therefore 
fure you would promote every mea~ 
fore tending to unite . their common 
iotereft. 

Advifeme then, how to make go* 
-vernment agreeable to thofe, whofe 
loyalty, firmnefs and fufreringv da- 
ferve every bleffing government can 
feeftow. And let us by example con- 
vince thofe whom mifreprefentation 
his mifjed, that a return to loyalty is 
tlie road to efcape tyranny, and enjoy 
freedom. 

Happily two recent events afford 
leflbns that may be bfcful to our 
friends and our enemies. The de- 
feat and capture of the Spaniih fleets, 
will prove, that however; numerous, 
Britain can humble the moft haughty 



and powerful [of* her vnAuifs. A*i£ 
the lively fpirit of gratitude Ireljmd 
breaches to Britain, wHl mow, that 
in a difpute between parents and 
children* where both mewx the +fc 
grandizement of the family, on a re-* 
conciliation, affection returns with ai| 
increafe of tenderness, • 
, Pbiiadtlpbia, May 3. By a gentle*, 
man wjie arrived yeftfirday afterftooq 
from. Northampton county, we hare 
the following intelligence, viz. On. 
Tuefday morning tlte 25th ult* Mr« 
JBenjamin Gilbert's houfe and mills, 
on the Mahonyy, about four miles 
from above Gnaden Hutten, twenty* 
eight mites from. Bethlehem, wer* 
burnt, and the Whole family, viz, 
Benjamin Gilbert and tuVwiie, with 
two daughters, arid a boy, Jefte Gitr 
bert, and his wife, lately married, 
Andrew Huger, a day-laboQrer, and 
two or three perfons going to thf 
mil] are either killed or carried offi 
Another fon of Mr. Gilbert, witl* 
his wife and child, who lived half a 
mile higher up the Creek, are alf<* 
miffing, and his houfe burnt. Sa T 
muel Dodfon's daughter going that 
morning to fetch fome meal, has not 
returned, and it is fuppofed (he fell 
into the hands of the murderers like T 
wife* The families around them 
were, ignorant of the whole until all 
was over ; they faw the fmoak, but 
as they knew Mr. Gilbert was clear- 
ing fome land, they fuppofed the fire 
was from that ; the barn was left, 
the horfes gone, one bull and one 
xow ftabbed, and half burnt, the 
other cattle running in the field; 
the report of but one gun was heard, 
•which, was in the houfe, a^nd dis- 
charged itfelf in the fire. — Daily re- 
porta of mifchief done by the lur 
,diani.. 

6unday laft arrived from MartinV- 
co, the Continental frigate Confede- 
racy, Capt. Harding, with whom 
came paflenger, William Bingham, 
Efq. Same day; arrived a French 
brig from Martinico, loaded with 
fait, brand v, dry goods, Sec. 

On 
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bk*thi diuP'of the late Difiurlancet. 
< There are Tome people who value 
themfelves Ort their fagacity an<f pe- 
netration, who difcover latent defigns 
in every cafuai occurrence, and myf- 
terioufly affigit to fome deep-laid 
fcheme, ev<?fcts which may fairly be 
deduced from very Ample and obvi- 
ous caiifes : 'of this clafs are thofe who 
attribute the late alarming riots "to 
French emtJfAries y French money/tO a 
fettled fcheme of the P rot eft ants, ox 
even to the "Roman Catholics them- 
felves, in order tocaft an odium on 
the Protectants. ■ Without recUrring 
to thefe ovep-refined fuggeftions, the 
Whole of the' late' disturbances may be 
clearly and natojally accounted for, 
on plain arid finrple grounds. On the 
day when the- multitude were con- 
vened in .St. George's Fields, v by 
Lord George Gordon's ■ advertile- 
inentj the//>fgY<? object of attention in 
the vaft concourfe of people then af- 
fembled, was, the danger which they 
apprehended threatened the Proteft- 
ant religion from the late encourage- 
ment given to Popery : this apprehen- 
fion of danger, not being removed 
Iby a favourable anfwer to their peti- 
tions, which they had been taught to 
expert, a very coftfidefable number 
attended on the Monday, their minds 
inflamed by thedifappointment, who 
ufed violence to the perfons of feveral 
Members *of either Houfe, (we do 
not enter into the merits of the cafe, 
we only mention facts) in order to In- 
timidate them into a compliance with 
their wifhes. A fecond difappoint- 
ment raifed their enthufiafm to a de- 
gree of rage which could not be cotv- 
trouled,— .The :'£rft objects of their 
iury therefore wer& very naturally the 
chapels, and places of worihip, where 
that religion was celebrated, which 
"they considered fo inimical to their 
intereih, and agamft which from 
their infancy, by reading the Book 
of Martyrs, and other legends of that 
nature, they had conceived a rooted 
and incurable averfion. The horrid 



ftories of racks, tortures, dungeon^ 
and Smithfield fires, roie to' their 
minds in colours of varied and aggra- 
vated horror. From destroying cha- 
pels, altars, fchooh, &c. their blind 
and ungovernable zeal urged them to 
demolifh the houfe of a gentleman, 
whofe upright conduct, unblemifhed 
integrity, whofe found -political prin- 
ciples, and firm attachment to the 
Britifn Conftitutionv render him' one 
of the moft; valuable characters in the 
Englifh nation, one of the fincercft 
friends to the people in the. Britim 
Parliament ; but he was unwarily 
made the inftrument of introducing 
the bill of which they complained, 
and that was fufficient to provoke 
their fevereft.'refentmehts* For thefe 
outrages, fome of their party were 
committed to Newgate : the releafe 
therefore of thefe their futferiitg 1 . com- 
panions was themext natural effort of 
their enthnfiarm ;/ and with theft 
companions, all the reft of the maU- 
faclors confined in that prifon, were 
likewife fct -at liberty : it was this 
latter fet of wretches who. were' the 
/ringleaders in 1 all the tumults that 
eniued : it was they* who having no- 
thing to hope, and every thing td 
fear, from the .laws and eftabliftied 
regulation* of civil fectety, burnt and 
deftroyed the gaols, lei Joofe their af- 
fociates, and directed their vengeance 
againftthe Judges, Juttices, the pub- 
lic law offices, and the inns of court: 
having thus, as they imagined, fecur- 
ed themfelves from all danger of legal 
commitment or of any fojfthle confine- 
ment, their plan was iadifcriminate 
(plunder; in profecution of. which 
dreadful plan, they proceeded from 
private houfes and individuals to st 
moft daring attempt on' the great re- 
pository of the national treafure, the 
Bank of England itfelf. Happily, by 
the rigorous exertions of the military, 
this attempt was fruftrated ; and 
peace and fafety have fucceeded the 
late fcenes of danger, blood, and 
conflagratien. 
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Report tftbe Sub-committee of Weft- 
minfter, appointed April 12, 1780, 
to take into conflagration all fuch 
matters relative to the eledion of 
Members of Parliament, as may 
promote the purpo/et of tbe prefent 
Affectation* 
Free Mafons Tavern , May 27, 1780. 
The Sub-committee having duly 
examined the various ftatutes of this 
realm, refpe&ing the election of mem- 
bers to ferve in the Commons' Houfe 
of Parliament, more particularly fuch 
as were enacted for the purpofe of 

fuarding againft the prevalence of 
ribery and corruption at elections, 

"and the operation of every other {pe- 
des of undue influence upon 1 the 
electors and elected; and reflecting 
upoji the inefficacy of thofe provi- 
fions with refpect to the prevention 
of evils, which threaten the final ex- 
tinction, of our liberties, are decided- 
ly of opinion, that no effectual re- 
formation of the abufes in queftion 
can take place, unlefs the people ex- 

' ercife their inherent and undoubted 
right of reviewing the whole plan of 
delegation, and, by recurring to the 
firft principles of our Conftitution, 
again eftablifh it upon its ancient 
foundations of equity and right rea- 
fbn. 

^ When error has obtained the fane- 
tion of time, it appears to the un- 
thinking mind under the femblance 
of truth ; and even men of reflection, 
who have formed a juft conception of 
its nature and its tendency, are in 
fuch circumftances alarmed with ap- 
prehenfions at the firft attempts ror 
its correction. However, as the con- 
sequences of error, in proportion to 
its magnitude and extent of opera- 

' tion, are manifeftly evil, and as con- 
ftitutional errors may therefore be 
fnppofed to be unavoidably produc- 
tive of national calamity, it is furely 
more prudent, in the proper feafon, ; 
to fubmit to the perhaps imaginary 
inconveniencies of a reformation, 
than to Aifpeud our exertions, an- 
til we are obliged to encounter thofe 
Vol, X. 



Accumulated mifeies, which an ob- 
ftinate perfeverance, in an acknow-, 
ledged courfe of error, muft derive 
upon both prince and people. 

The prevalence of evil in the pre* 
fent hour, proves the prevalence of 
error; and it does not require any 
extraordinary degree of fagacity in 
the politician and philosopher to dis- 
cover, that the primary error, ami 
the fruitful fource of the many evils 
which we feel, confifts in a departure 
from fundamental principles, in the 
prefent conftitution of the Commons' 
Houfe of Parliament; in confequenee 
of which, it is no longer obedient 
to the will, or fpeaks the language 
of the great constituent body of the 
people. 

Every application, therefore, for 

* tfye TedreTs of the prefent grievances 

of the nation, that (hall be made to 

a body of men, no longer under the 

' influence of their conftituents, but 

\on the contrary uniformly acting in 

fubferviency to the Views and interest 

of the crown, muft of neceffity be 

unfuccefsful ; and, from the natural 

effect of difappojntment upon the 

human mind, will probably impair 

the vigour of every future exertion. 

Application to the crown to fuf- 
pehd the exertions of its influence, 
or to repair the breaches made in 
that part of the conftitution, which 
was intended to be the bulwark of 
the people againft Its encroachments, 
prefiippofes fuch an ignorance of the 
principles, which, in certain circum- 

- fiances, are found invariably to ac- 

- t'uate the human heart, that one 
would be led to imagine the ufe of 

, argument would be luperfeded by 
the obvious abfurdity of the expe- 
dient. * 

pThe event of the experiment, fre- 
quently repeated, has confirmed the 
conclusion whkh right reafon would 

/4iave fuggefted ; ' and it now ftands a 
truth, recorded for the benefit of 
every future generation, that when 
the point in queftion is a redrefs of 
grievances, originating in oppreffion, 
K ©r 
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or a rtltitution of the rights and 
privileges of the people, millions 
fue in vain. 

To what earthly tribunal therefore 
mall an injured people have refbrt in 
this alarming moment, when a def- 
perate faction, in the midft of pub- 
lic calamity and diilrefs, has manir 

. fefted a determined purpofe of per- 
fevering in a line of conduct, which, 
if perfifted in, mufl inevitably end 
in the fubverfion of our liberties, and 

. the defolation of our ftate ? The fun 
of England's glory perhaps foon may 
fet to rife no more 1 

One hope Hill remains in the na- 
tive energy of the great collective 

. body of the people, the native energy 
o/ a race of men, who have always 
flood diflinguifhed in the annals of 
nations for every liberal fentiment, 
and every generous principle that 
can dignify our kind. 

The peaceful efforts of this mighty 
power, acting by committees freely 
chcfen, are fuificient, under the pro- 
vidence of Heaven, to re-eftablifh 

: the conflitution in its ancient vigour. 

, The public ftat;^, of affairs requires 
this exertion ; the public voice at 
length appears difpofed to bear its 
teftimony to this important truth, viz. 
That the reftoratien of the Comment* 
Houfe of Parliament to freedom aid 

, independency t by the interpofitian of the 
great colletii<ve body of the nation, is 
ejfentially necejfary to our exifience as 
a free people. 

. .. The- circumftances of the times, 
and the peculiar nature pf the means, 
which muft be employed for effecting 
our deliverance,' require, that tie 
propofed plan be exhibited complete 

J in all-its eflential forms; and that its 
various parts, being combined jh 

. ftrict and neceflary union ^ith^each 
other, be cftablUhed at. one ana\ti(ie 
fame moment of time. J'" 

When we cali our eyes upon. .t^ 
conduct of the prefent Commons? 

. Houfe of Parliament ; when we be- 
hold a majority of its members, "in 
defiance of our petitions, and their 



own foleran declaration, perfift ax 
encreafing the burdens of the people, 
and in a Itedfaffc purpofe of oppofing 
every meafure of redrefs y defponding 

. apprehenfions may for a time take 
place in the minds of the beft and 
braveft of our countrymen. Reflec- 
tion, however, will difclofe a more 
pleanng profpect arifmg from the 
very extremity of our diilrefs : mpqe 

. vigorous counfels, and an happy 

. unanimity will be the unavoidable- 
refult ; the alarm of the nobility fqr 
the very exigence of their prefent 
fplendid diftinctions will co-operate 
with the poignant feelings of the 

' people ; and every rank and defcrip- 
tion of men will feel the propriety, 
the neceflity of eflabli/hing that plan 
of parliamentary reformation, which 
holds forth our jt>eft, and indeed b*r 
only fecurity, -againit the all-devour - 
ing influence of the crown. 

Political truth, like the moral 
feelings of the foul, is plain and 
fimple ; it reepmmends itfelf power- 
fully to the general fentiment; an^, 
when unveiled in its intrinfic purity, 
will afluredly call forth the animated 
exertions of millions in its fupport. 

An equal reprefentation of the 
people in the great counfel of the 
nation, annual elections, and the 
universal right of fuifrage, appear 
Co reafonable to the natural feejings 
of mankind, that no fophifby can 
elude the force of the arguments 
which are urged in their favour ; 
and they are rights of fo tranfeendent 
a. nature, that in opppfition to the 
claim of the people to their enjoy- 

^ ment, the longeft period of prefcri|>- 
tion is pleaded in vain. They were 

w fubitantiaily enjoyed in the times of 
the immortal Alfred ; they were che- 
rifhed by the wifefl princes of . tjie 
Norman line ;.. they formed the grand 
palladium of our nation; they ought 
not to beefteemed thegrant of Royal 

I favour, nor were they at hrfl e^tort- 

*^ed by violence from the hand of 

. power i they are the birthright of 

Englishmen, their bejft inheritance, 

which, 
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which, without the complicated 
crimes of trcafon to their country, 
and injuflice to their pofterity, they 
cannot alienate or relign : they form 
that triple cord of ftrength, which 
alone can be relied on to hold, in 
times of tempeft, the vefTel of the 
ftate. 

With refpect to the expediency of 
reforming the reprefentation of this 
country, and of recurring to the 
conftitutional practice of annually 
electing the perfons fent to Parlia- 
ment, the Sub-committee obferve, 

That the General Meeting of the 
deputies, on the 17th of March, de- 
cided, in the affirmative, upon the 
propriety of thefe meafures, with 
unanimous voice ; that the Commit- 
tee, from ' which this body received 
its inftructions, have, with fimilar 
unanimity, given their fuffrages to 
the fame fentiment; and that the 
General Meeting of the inhabitants 
of Weftminfter, upon the 6th of 
April, declared, " That the people 
of England have, and always had, a 
dear, unalienable, indefeafibie right 
to an annual election of their repre- 
fentatives, as well as to *n adequate 
and equal reprefentation, founded up- 
on ftronger grounds than that of any 
aft or acts of Parliament ; and that 
the attainment of thefe important 
conftitutional objects is the moft ef- 
fectual expedient, for refloring and 
fecuring the independency of Par- 
liament." 

With regard to the reflitution of 
the univerfal right of fuffrage the 
Sub-committee conceive, that the 
reafonablenefs and expediency of the 
raeafure will probably be more ap- 
parent, if the full extent and magni- 
tude of thofe powers be confidered, 
which are entrufted to the reprefenta- 
tive by the constituent body. 

The doctrine, that reprefentation 
and taxation are infeparatye, is 
founded in truth; but the' indue 
preference that has been afforded to 
the rights of property, in various 



difcuflions of this fubject, has tended 
to keep out of fight other principles, 
, equally eflential to a juft conception 
of this queftion. 

A portion of the foil, a portion of 
its produce, may be wanting to many; 
but every man has an intereft in 
his life, his liberty, his kindred, and 
his country; and when laws affecting 
thefe are made by perfons, to whom 
he hath not delegated a power, each 
of thefe pofleflions, which are as fub- 
ftantial, as if, % like land or money, 
they were the objects of the fenfes, 
may be invaded, and probably would 
be invaded by thofe, who, being 
poflefled of property, the grand en- 
chantrefs of the world, would there- 
by be enabled more fuccefsfully to 
gratify that luft of defpotic power, 
which fo ftrongly characterizes the 
human heart. 

The exercife of the poor man's 
elective right is therefore eflential to 
his freedom ; and although, in or- 
dinary cafes, he may fometimes dif- 
pofe of his fuffrage without a proper 
regard to its importance, yet, when 
public calamity demonftrates, that 
public confidence has been abufed, 
the opportunity of rectifying the evil 
by a more judicious delegation will 
probably not be neglected. Com- 
mon fenfe will infrruct him, that his 
own and free unbiased voice, united 
with the voices of that numerous clafs 
of fellow citizens, who are his fellow 
fufferers at fucji a period, will pre- 
vail over the intereited oppofition of 
the tyrants of their fpecies, and final- 
ly eftablifh the real friends of huma- 
nity and of their* country in the feat, 
of power. 

It may alfo be obferved, that no 
confideration would have a ftronger 
tendency to generate proper fentl- 
ments of affection to the community, 
and more effectually recall the minds 
of the rifing generation from'a courfe 
of diflipation and attachment to un- 
worthy gratifications, than the per- 
ception of that fhare of political con- 

K z ibque:;ce, 
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iequence, which the restitution of the 
unhrerfal right of fufirage would 
afford* 

At a certain age all the male in- 
habitants of this kingdom, with a 
few exceptions, are iubjedfc to the 
obligation of ferving in the militia. 
Shall a man therefore be thought un- 
worthy of a fuffrage in the election 
of his reprefentative, and at the fame 
time ihall his fellow citizens intruft 
to his fidelity and courage whatever 
they hold dear ? Is it reafonable to 
deny to a citizen, when he has at- 
tained to maturity in his mental ca- 
pacity, the common privilege of a 
ireeman, the right of being govern- 
ed by laws, to which the alTent of 
himfelf or his reprefentative has been 
obtained, and at the fame time to 
avail ourfelves of his bodily ftrength ? 
Is it generous, is it politic, to treat 
him as an alien in the community; 
at the moment he may be ornamerit- 
ing it by the powers of his under- 
Handing, or defending it by his 
arms ? 

Urged by the force of thefe reflec- 
tions, your Sub-committee have con- 
sidered the points propofed to their 
deliberation in fheir full extent. 
They have examined the voluminous 
fyftem of laws relating to the fubjeft 
of parliamentary elections, and find 
themfelves under a neceffity of pro- 
nouncing the far greater part of them 
to be founded upon partial concep- 
tions, unjuft reftri&ions, and falfe 
meafures of expediency, which will 
not ftand the teft/when contrafted 
by the acknowledged principles of 
the conftitution of this country. 

More particularly, it appears to 
your Sub-committee, 

i. That through the joint opera- 
tion of the ilatute of disfranchife- 
ment, paffed in the eighth year of 
the reign of Henry VI. and the trien- 
nial bill of the fixth of William and 
Mary, which attempted to give the 
firft legal fanftton to the con tinuance 
•fthe fame Parliament beyond the 



period of a fingle feflion, the repre- 
sentation of the Commons of Eng- 
land is virtually annihilated ; and an 
inflitution, which was intended to 
be the people's defence againft ariilo- 
cratic domination, or regal defpo* ' 
tifm, is , now become an engine in 
the hands of the Minifter, to tax, 
opprefs, infult, and cnflave the peo- 
ple of this country. 

2. That the prefent inequality in 
the reprefentation in a great meafure 
originates in an arbitrary exercife of 
the royal prerogative, whereby, in 
oppofition to the cleareft principles 
of the conftitution, the crown pre- v 
fumed to authorize, at pleafure, cer- 
tain incorporated books to fend 
members to the Commons' Houfe of 
Parliament; the unfufpecling people 
of this country at the fame time not 
attending to the inequality, that 
from thence mult neceflarily take 
place in the reprefentation, to the 
frbftantial injury of themfelves, and. 
every fucceeding generation. 

That in confequence of the decay , 
of many of thefe corporations, and 
through the partiality >of the crown 
in various periods of our hiftory to 
its own tenants and dependants, 
there is at this time a degree of re- 
prefentation enjoyed by many bo- 
roughs of this kingdom, far exceed- 
ing the bounds of due proportion^ 
and too dangerous to the public free- 
dom to be longer endured. 

3. That more than feventy a&s of 
Parliament have been patted fince 
the Er& invafion of the liberties of 
Englifhmen in the reign of Henry 
VI. for the purpofe of regulating 
elections — that tumults and difor-i, 
ders, bribery, perjury, and falfe re- 
turns, with a long train of other at- 
tendant evils, have been multiplied, 
in proportion as the adts were mul- 
tiplied, which, under pretence of 
removing thefe evils, have in fad 
perpetuated them, and at the fame 
time have abolimed, and almoft 
obliterated the remembrance of the 

univerfa^ 
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oniverfal right of fufirage, which 
forms one of the moft important 
franchifes.of the Englifh people. 

4. That every attempt to banifh 
bribery and corruption, and undue 
influence, while the prefent reflric- 
tions of the right oflufFrage, and 
imperfect representation in a fepten- 
nial Parliament fhall " fubfift, would 
only be calculated to deceive and 
amufe the nation to its final de- 
duction. 

5. That inftead of adding to the 
number of pur flatutes by regulations 
incompetent to the purpofe propofed, 
reformation mould commence with 
tl« refcinding and aboliihing of the 
injurious acts and illegal cuftoms 
above mentioned : thus would the 
Conftitution, as if delivered from an 
oppreffive weight that impedes its 
exe?tions, recovers its energies; while 
the principles on which it is founded 
would fuggeft a fimple, practicable, 
and effectual plan for regulating 
thofe elections, on which our free- 
dom, our happinefs, and our very 
national exiftence mud depend. 

Governed by thefe confiderations, 
the Sub-committee have framed the 
following plan, in which they have 
made it their chief effort plainly to 
exprefs every material provifion for 
fecuring the free election of an inde- 
pendent Houfe of Parliament — they 
have iludioufly avoided entering into 
a detail — they have fuggefled to the 
bell of their ability a plan, founded 
upon conititutidnaJ principles, and 
the common rights of mankind — a 
plan expedient in our prefent cir- 
cumftances, and which may with fa- 
cility be carried into execution by 
the fpirited, yet pacific efforts of -the 
people; provided their breafts are 
informed with the "fame fentiments 



of public virtue, and ardent love of 
liberty, which have hitherto animat- 
ed the exertions of the Englifh 
nation. 
Plan for taking the fuffrages of 

the ptople, at the eledion of re- 

prefent at sites to ferve in Parlia* 

fnent. 

I. That each county be divided 
into as many diftricls as it is intitled 
to elect reprefentatives, each diftrict 
chufing one reprefentative» 

J I- That the divifion of the 
county into diflricts he conftituted ia 
fuch a manner, that each diftrict con- 
tain nearly an equal number of 
males competent to vote in elections ; 
regard being had, as much as may. 
be, to the parochial diviiions of the 
kingdom, fo that each divifion com- 
prehend a certain number of pa- 
rimes : and moreover, that each dif- 
trict receive its denomination from, 
the parifh containing the greatest 
number of electors. 

III. That the election of repre- 
fentatives to ferve in Parliament be 
held annually through England and 
Wales, upon the firft Tuefday in 
July : that the election commence 
between the hours of eight and 
eleven, and be finally clofed before 
fun-fet of the fame day. 

IV. That all the male inhabitant* 
of this country (aliens, minors, cri- 
minals, and infane perfons excepted) 
be admitted to vote at the election 
of reprefentatives, fubject only to 
the forms, provisions, and regula- 
tions fpecified in this report. 

V. That the'numher of reprefen- 
tatives, returned by the inhabitants 
of each county of England and 
Wales, be fettled for the term of. 
feven years next enfuing, according 
to the following fchedule, viz. 



That the county of Rutland, and the two Univerfities,. return 7 
each two reprefentatives ■ _ ■ , ., J 

The counties of Huntingdon and Weftmoreland, each three 
The county of Bedford, five — — — — 

Carried over 



2- 6 
3-6 
5— 5 



Berkfhire, 
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' / ' Brought over 17 

Berkfhire, Cumberland, Herefordmire, each fix 6 — 1£ 

Bucks, CamBridgefhire with Ely,. Hertfordihire, Dorfet, Not- 7 • 

. tinghamfiiire, Oxfordfhire., each fcvcn 3 ' ; 

Leicefterfoire ' — — •- S — * 8 

Stiflex, WarwicfefKire, Worcefterfhire, each nine — — 9 — 27 

Chefhire, Cornwall, Derbyfhire, Northamptonfhlrc, Salop, ? , 

Staftbrdfhir.e, each ten — — . y 

Hampfhire, Wilts, each eleven - _ ; n — 22 

Glouoeflcrihire, thirteen — - , — - — ' 13 — ij 

Eflex, Surry with Suuthwark, each fixteen ■ — 16 — 32 

Lincokifhire, Seventeen — ■ ■ 17 — 17 

Kent, Laacalhire, Somerfet, Suffolk, each eighteen — 18 — 72 
Durham bilhoprick with Northumberland, Devon, each twenty-one .21 — 42 

Norfolk, twenty-two ' — — .— 22 — 22 

Wales with Monmouth, thirty ■ ■ 30 — 30 

Middlefex with London and Weftmiufter, Forty-five ■ 45 — 45 

Yorkshire, forty-fix ' - ■ — ■ 46—46 



VI- That an exaft roll be kept of 
the male inhabitants competent to 
Tote in each parifh, continued down 
to the firft Tuefday in June; and 
that no perfon be pennittted to give 
Fis fuffrage, whofc name is not 
found in that roll. Th;tf this roll 
be delivered in upon oath of the 
Clergyman, Churchwardens, or other 
officers of the parifh, to the Church- 
wardens of that parifh of the diitrid 
where the poll is taken. 

VII. That the Sheriff, together 
■with all the Justices of the Peace, 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Magiftrates, 
form in each county a grand inqueft, 
for allotting the diftricls in due pro- 
portion to the male inhabitants com- 
petent to vote, and for denominating 
the fame ; and that fiich inqueft be 
finally fettled, and notice of the al- 
lotment given to each parifh com- 
prehended in the diftrift, within the 
term of ten days after the firil Tuef- 

-day in June. 

VIII. That the ele&ion of the 
reprefentatives of the people be made 
at the principal town or village of 
the diftricl. 

IX. That the poll of each diftrift 
be taken by ballot, under the con- 
dttcl of the Churchwardens of the 



Total 513 

parifh in the diftrift where the elec- 
tion is made. 

X. The Churchwardens of the 
diftrift, at the clofe of the poll, fhall 
declare the name of the perfon ele£U 
ed, and certify the fame to the 
Sheriff, in order to its being tranf- ' 
mitted to the Clerk of the Crown 
in Chancery. 

XI. That the annual feflion of 
Parliament fhall commence upon 
the fir ft Thurfday in November, 
unlefs Tome extraordinary event, or 
urgent national buiinefs, mould 
make it indisputably requifite for 
the Crown to affemble it before the 
ftated period. 

XII. That the-Seifion terminate 
upon the laft day of April, unlefs 
the national bufmefs mould be fooner 
difpatched; the Crown, neverthe- 
less, having the power to prolong 
the .feflion beyond the ftated period, 
if any urgent bufinefs remain un- 
finifhed ; in which cafe, the Parlia- 
ment may continue its fitting to the 
firft Tuefday in July. 

XIII. That all Members^ of the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliament, 
before taking their feats, declare 
upon oath, That they do not hold 
any office or emolument at the will 

of 
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t>f the Crown, or itsfervants, or any 
Lord of Parliament ; that they will 
.give due attendance to buiinefs, and 
.aft with all fidelity to the people in 
the difcharge of their important trult 

XIV. That all Members faring 
in Parliament be intltled to reafon- 
ahle wages, according to tbje whqlc- 
fome practice of antient times. "• 

XV. That all election caufes be 
finally decided by Jury before the 
Judges of Aflize. 

XVI. That every perfon, compe- 
tent to give his fufFrage as an elector, 

„be alfc efteemed qualified, to k 
elected to ferve Iris country in Par- 
liament, . •'. \ . . .,. 
Signed, by Qrder ; of the .Sub- 
committee, . ^^ ^ 

T. ^rand HaLtw, Chairman. 
.King's Arm* Tatvtrn^ Palace*¥and 9 

Westminster-Committee, 
Refolved, That the thanks of. the 
Committee be given to the Chair- 



re-choofing or rejecting him, onceri 
feven years, was by no means a bar- 
rier to the abufe or the trufl repofel 
in him,— feven years being almoJi 
equal to the worth of moft gentle- 
men's lives, — feven years, in a cor- 
rupt aflerably,/ Iprig enough to rivet 
any chains a defpotic Monarch, an! 
abandgned Admuiiftratipn, may im- 
pofe — in lefs* than "feven years, we 
have fcen the ruin of this once- 
happy, extended empire — a bank- 
rupt Treafury,. difcontcntea people, 
"and impaired Conftitqti«m. 

. As it was my principle to obey, lb 
I ever wlfhed to receive your inftruc- 
tions — this, yov,,*, wi$h .generality, 
.and a confidence in your representa- 
tive^ good, inte.nUons, have always 
'Reclined giving— a confidence the 
more flattering, as I have great rea- 
fon to think that the part I Lave 
taken, in thofe momentous measures* 
which have becii attended with fuck 
extenfive and ruinous conferences, 



man and Members of the Sub-cam- , did not meet your concurrence anj 

'approbation— this, as it enhances mv 
obUgatipns. to you,. Tenders it'more 
necefTary to explain' tho principles on 
which I acted ;. tp t you. will be leTt 
to determine, whether I ought to be 
conndered as that . .repreferitative 
, which your' flattering behaviour to 
me, at the laty general election, en- 
" r titled you to. ,- ■ 

Unknown to any one freeman of 
Ezit Retford, (at leaf* perfonally un- 
known) I was pitched on, by many of 
' your body, as. 4. fit' perfon to ftep be- 
. twixt you and* a tyranny which had, 
; by various arts, -for a long courfe of 
years, not Only, prevented the free 



. mittee, for the.,yery intelligent- r< 
port, made by |hem, relative to, the 
election of Members to ferve in the 
Commons' Houfe of Parliament. „ 
That the report of the Suh-com- 

. mittee be printed, 'and copies fent 

to the feveral Committees of ^e 

counties, cities, , and boroughs of 

this kingdom. ■'."', 

C.. JyJfox, Chairman. 



The following r'/_ an authentic copy 
-... °f a lttt £r f?W &? C E c I L W r a y , 

Bart, to hii confiiiuents •; , 
To the Bailiffs ^jHdtrjnen* and'&ur- 

geffet of Baft Retford ; 
- As from you, my confUiucnts, did choice of your'rl-prcfcntatives, but 
I receive my political exigence, to deprived you. of ievend more imme- 
you am I conftitutionaHy account- ^diate valuable perfonal rights. Ex- 
able for the manner, in which I have* Tcuic-me ;f I .fay, that to be fo called 
exercifed it. ", on, .to vindicate the rights of my 

It has eV'er been my opinion, that fellow-fubjecV, gave memoreplea- 
the reprefentative of a free , peopje fure, than even' the profpect of a 
was lender ^n obligation/ implied in feat in Parliament did— the latter is 
hiseledtion,'toobeythein{fructibn>of ' often in the reach of the molt cor- 



dis conflitue'nts-7-that their power cf rapt 



A- difibluie contractors, Ma- 
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tpbs, fubverters of the rights of 
mankind, and murderers— but to 
reftore liberty to the enflaved, is the 
lot of few— but let me not arrogate 
too much to myfelf ; I was only the 
inftrument, it was to your fteady 
perfeverance, to your manly endea- 
vours, that every pOffible fuccefs 
crowned your juft, your rightful 
wifties. . 

By the voice of a considerable ma- 
jority, I was elevated to my prefent 
diftinguifhed fituation,-yet ftill I, had 
not the concurrent Voices of your 
whole body — it was to time', and the 
manner 'in which I executed that 
trull, that at the iaii general elec- 
tion (one perfon Only excepted) there 
was not a diffentient voice to your 
continuation of *me in that honour- 
able ftation. 

But even in the laft Parliament, 
it was rather* a tribute paid to yotff 
opinion 'of my heart than of my 
Jiead,'that I received this mark of 
your approbation. My votes were 
often given Contrary to what I be- 
lieve your fehtiments would have 
wiihed they were— I will not enter 
into a defence of fych a multiplicity 
ofbufinefles as^ere there tranfa&ed 
—for fo'me years, I carefully tranf- 
1 minted to yon the ftate of thofe 
tranfaclions, nor did I difcontinue 
that practice, 'till, by the zealous 
endeavours of a few/ the right of the 
prefs, to acquaint the public with the 
tranfa&ions of their reprefentatives, 
was fully eftablilhed. Some few 
; features thqre are of a more ftriking 
appearance than theieft, which I 
will fhortly endeavour to explain 
and" account for. 

, It is perfectly well known to you 
that on my firft canvas, I wasrefufed 
ahyafllftance from the friends of the 
Admininration, and that I was 
oppofed by the gentlemen in the 
Oppofition. — This gave i$e the ad- 
ditional pleafure of being^ indebted 
to you for my fuccefs ; it left me 
alfq a freer agent, unfettered by 



either gratitude for Favours received 
from, or attachment to, particular 
men, even to thofe for whofe politi- 
cal principles I had for years enter- 
tained the higheft refpcft and reve- 
rence. Thus unfettered, I weighed 
every queflion trv its own intrinfic 
merit, to the beft of my undemand- 
ing. My decifion fbHowed my 
judgment, without the* feaft confi- 
deration to which fide of the Houfe 
fuch decifion would be agreeable. 

To fay that this decifion did not 
oftener concufr with the Minority 
than the Majority ivbuld be an of- 
fence to truth, .and a belying my 
principles. In the cafe of the Mid- 
alefex election; * in particular^niy 
opinion „ was perfectly decided * I 
confideVed the rights. oFt^e freehold- 
1 ers 6f that county is I would hare 
done ' the : rights of the freemen of 
Retford ; I fuf>ported their clajms, 
and in their perfons defended the 
rights of the electors of Great 
Britain. 

The claim of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, eftablifhed 'by that quelHoh, 
went to' this, " iftiat it was in the 
power of that Koufe, by a vote, to 
difqualify any perfon from being the 
choice of the efe&ors, to which per- 
fon, the Houfe, or indeed the Minl- 
fler (for fuch is the undue influence 
of the Crown* that the terms are 
fynonimous) ihall from caprice or 
intereft wifh to exclude* from a feat 
in Parliament,*V^I foy> by a vote ; 
for the law had made no fuch dif- 
qualification. If one branch of the 
Jegiflature could efFecl fuch a pur- 
pofe, it would at any time have been 
■* in the power of a corrupt, abandoned 
, Myiifter to have garbled the Houfe, 
by expelling a Meadows, a Bentintk, 
or a Savile ; to have, by fo doing, 
rendered them incapable, and to have 
over-ruled the wifhes of even the 
whole nation, who would naturally 
; look up to fuch men as their guar- 
• dian angels. The next itep would 
have naturally been to have put in 

others 
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others (as indeed they did in that 
very tranfaction) whom neither the 
voices. of the elector^, nor the opi- 
nions of the people, would have call- 
ed to fuch a ftation. 

In this tranfac^pn your fentiments 
were faid not to coincide with mine ; 
I do not accufe you— in common with 
many of the^bdt meaning men in the 
kingdom, you were influenced by 
arguments certainly fpecious, in my 

opinion, notconclufive however, 

you gave me credit fojr my intentions, 
though you d^itgproye my actions. 

In the fame Parliament, thofe acts 
which }n\ their * confequences have 
beeftfo ruinous to thft kingdom, alfo 
teofc their rife,, I mean the acts re- 
lating to America ; on that head my 
opinions have never varied — taught 
that this conftitution differed from all 
the world in this, that the people' 
were governed by laws confented to 
by their Reprefentatives, and that no 
perfon without fuch confent could 
impofe any taxes on them. This is 
the foundation-done of the conftitu- 
tion. Was fuch power lodged in 
thofe whofe feparate intereft might 
lead them to abufe it, it immediate- 
ly becomes tyranny, but when our 
Reprefentatives are not only the men 
of our choice, hut fo united in in- 
tereft, that they cannot tax the peo- 
ple without taxing themfelves, to 
fuch men, it may fafely be commit- 
ted, I mean to fuch uninfluenced by 
thofe means which the conftitution 
originally, and the incxeafed expen- 
diture of public money has impe- 
rceptibly lodged in the Crown. " ** 

America had been hnprudentty 
taxed by the ftamp aft— This had 
happened before I was in Parliament 
. —From the leifure of a country life, 
and a turn to the ftudy of conftitu- 
tional hiftory, I had on that event, 
with the utmoft affiduity, endeavour- 
ed to make myfelf mafter of the quef- 
tion on which I apprehended the 
whole turned* viz. " Has Great- 
Britain in her Parliament a right to 

Vol, X. 



impofe taxes, or Iegiflature For thofe 
branches of the empire, which have 
ho voice in the choice of its Repre- 
fentatives-, nor a common intereft 
with its members ? The refult was. 
a compleat conviction that (he had 
not— on this conviction, all my mea- 
Aires were founded — I never hefitated 
to declare my opinion, that fhe had 
no right to do either — but, that even 
if the right was doubtful, the exer- 
cife of it was (from the recent in- 
ftancc of the ftamp act) the laft de- 
gree of madnefs.*-That it required 
very little degree of forefight to fee 
that an immediate breach with Ame- 
rica muft be the firft confequence. 
Then the Houfe of JBourbon fmarting 
from the confequences of the laft war, 
and galled in pride by the'conceffions 
a't the peace, would iext take ad- 
vantage of this difunion — that this 
nation exhaufted by the enormous ex- 
pdnces of a war carried on at three 
thoufand miles diftance, and weaken- 
ed by the defection"of*its moft con- 
fiderable dependence, would by no 
means he a match for fuch enemies, 
and that what- began in America 
would end in Britain. 

I am aware that popular opinion 
joined the Minifter on the commence- 
ment of the American war. — The 
idea of fluffing a part of our enor- 
mous burthens on the lhoulders of 
the Americans, as it appeared juft to 
many, was convenient to all — No 
wonder then that the few whofe fen- 
timents differed* from \hofe of the 
multitude, were "made the butt of all 
nrfanner of obloquy and abufe. Yet ' 
ftai we perfifted^we defcribed, we 
deprecated the mifchievous confe- 
quences to this kingdom— we left no 
ftone unturned which the conftitution 
had intrufted us with to avert them. 
But, furely, by the decrees of Pro- 
vidence, tor no human endeavours 
could have involved us in fuch com- t 
plicated ruin, our weak voice was 
neither attended to by the Miniftry 
within, nor the people without— and 
L now, 
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now, too late, alas ! the eyes of the 
nation begin to open, when perhaps 
it would oehappmefs to have them 
clofed on thofe tranfa&ions for ever. 

Many perfons have accufed the 
Minority with encouraging the Ame- 
ricans to refillance — that if we could 
not agree in fentiment, we ought at 
leaft not to have oppofed the Minifter 
in his endeavours to coerce them. 
But I leave it to you, my conftituents, 
to fay what would in that cafe have 
been your language, when the pre- 
fent ruin had come on you, would 
you not, with propriety, have aflted, 
" Why did we fend you to Parlia- 
ment ? — Was it not to watch over the 
public welfare, to give notice of any 
danger you feared to the State, and 
to ufe your endeavours to prevent 
fuch danger ? ^fou have been either 
negligent or treacherous — when the 
evil has come upon us, you tell us, 
you forefaw it, and yet you trea- 
cheroufly endured it?" — The Mini- 
fler fuffered npthirig by our oppofi- 
tion — he never aflced for a ipldier 
but it was immediately granted him, 
for a fhip that was not built, nor for 
a guineathat was not raifed; if the 
war, in his hands, has not anfwered 
to the nations wifhes,, it mull be 
afcribed to other caufefe, and not the 
obftructions given to the wheels of 
government. 

Our oppofition could not be afcrib- 
ed to any finifter orTeififh views 
Did it entail expenees or ruin on the 
kingdom ? Was not our fituation in 
life equally ruined and JifSpated ? 
Did we court popularity ? To fup- 
port unpopular meafufes, could not 
bethe way to attaiifk— calumniated 
by the Minjfter, reviled by the peo-' 
j>le, unpopular with our coniHtuents, 
we fat down content with the recti- 
tude of our own hearts, and, with 
all thefe fins on our heads, were 
prematurely fent to a new election, 
in which probability feemed to deny 
us the futsre confidence of our 
electors. 



It was at this period that my own 
wifhes led me to that happy retire- 
ment which you had drawn me from 
—convinced in my own mind of my 
inutility to my country, and unhap- 
py that my fentiments had not met 
the concurrence of my conftituents, 
I exprefled my defire to be eafed of 
my burthen (for though it is an 
honourable one, yet the truft of the 
liberties and properties of millions is 
iHll a burthen)— The united felicita- 
tions of your corporation, communi- 
cated in'a manner the mod flattering^ 
to an independent fpirit, compelled 
me with gratitude to you, though - 
with reluctance to myfelf, to refume 
that fituation your favours had firft 
raifed me to. 

With the fame independent fpirit, 
on the fame conftitutional principles,, 
have E exercifed it— America has 
been the leading feature in this Par- 
liament — the fame unhappy meafures 
have been purfued, and the Wfchiefs 
we prophefied have even exceeded our 
fears — ruin, with hafty ftrides, ap- 
proaches us every where ! 

The increafed influence of the 
Crown — the lavifh expenditure of 
public money, have at length called 
on .the people at large to petition 
for redrefs. Thefe petitions Save 
my moft hearty concurrence and fup- 
port, yet even here am I not fo happy 
as, to meet your wifhes — if I am 
rightly informed, very few of the 
burgeffes of Eafl Retford exprefled 
their concurrence, by figning the 
county petition — you will allow that 
it mult be particularly irkfome and 
difagreeable, to be ever at variance 
in fentiment with my conftituents. ■ 
Yet even in this fituation I have the 
happinefs, the inward fatisfaftion to 
find myfelf again folicited to repre- 
sent you in the next Parliament. 

To fuch felicitations I can only 
fay, that as my duty to my country 
at large, and to you in particular, 
requires me not to defert your fervice 
in this critical hour of danger ; and 

yet 
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yet as my private affairs coincide 
with my wifhes, to return to my 
former happy iituation, I mull beg 
your permiffion to do fo ; but if it 
is your defire that I fliould once 
more become a public man, your 
commands fhall he obeyed fo far, as 
that I will, on the poll, offer myfelf 
to your choice. - I (hall take no com- 
mon electioneering fteps to folicit 
your votes, ileps which experience 
mews you, only tend to corrupt your 
morals, and ruin your fubftance ;— 
and fhould you, at fuch poll, prefer 
fome gentleman, more worthy of 
your favour, I Hull fincerely applaud 
myfelf on having been the inftru- 
ment which has given you that free- 
dom of choice, which, though it 
operates to my difadvantage, is the 
great, the genuine characterise of a 
Britilh freeman. 

Should, on the contrary, your fuf- 
frages again prefer me, 1 have the 
h'appinefs to think, that as my prin- 
ciples are fo well known to you, a 
perfeverance in them will be the 
trueit means of expreffing my grati- 
tude — but mould you at anv time 
entertain a diffatisfaclion of them, I 
give you my word *and honour, that 
on your expreffing it to me, I will 
take every meafure I can to give you 
(by a refignation of my feat) that 
coniUtutional power which ought to 
be the inherent right of the people 
of England — the free and frequent 
choice of their reprefentatives. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 
your moft devoted, obliged humble 
fervant, 

Cecil Wray. 
Zummtr-Cafthy May 10, 1780. 

From the London Gazette. 

Aamir alt > -Office, "July I, 1780, 
Zxtract of a hfierfrom Sir Geo ROB 
Brydges Rodney, Burt, to 
John Laforey, Efq. Commif- 

foner of bis Majefty's Navy at 
Antigua, dated on board t^e Sand- 
web, at fea, St. Lucia W. by N. 



about UnUagutt % May 16, iy to f 

And transmitted by tht Commijtontr 

to Mr. Stephens, in a letter 

dated the \yb. 
Sir, 

I have been this inftant favoured 
with your two letters of the 9th of 
this month, which found me about 
ten leagues to the windward of St. 
Lucia, turning after the enemy's 
fleet, in order to bring them to 
battle. 1 failed from Gros Met in 
queft of it fo long ago as Saturday 
fWnight, and have been in fight of 
them for ;his week pafL We have 
been feveral times to near, that an 
engagement feemed inevitable ; but 
they have, by the advantage of their 
windward ftation, and'the fuperiority 
of the failing of their mips, been 
able to avoid it till laft night, when 
the ran of our and the rear of their 
fleet came to action, as they paffed 
on different tacks. 

Had not the wind fallen off feve- 
ral points after I tacked, the laft 
manoeuvre I made had given me the 
wind of them, without which I find 
it will be impoffible to effect it. 

The Albion, (the leading fhip) 
from having feveral mips opon her, 
has had a good many men killed and 
wounded, but is not otherwife ma- 
terially hurt ; no more than Admiral 
Rowley, nor the three or four fhip* 
of his djvtfion wjiich were engaged. 
Several of the enemy's fhlps were 
fo roughly handled, that they" have 
taken themselves coafiderabfy to 
windward, and are now a; a diftance 
x>n our weather bow. ' . 
From the London Gazette 
Extraordinary, 
WbitebalL frfr c, i';8o. 

The following ietters from Sir 
Henry Clinton, Knight of the Bath, 
Commander in Chief of his Majef- 
ty's forces in North America, to the 
Right Honourable Lord George 
Germain, oneof his Majefty's Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State> were this 
day received by Lieutenant-colonel 

L 2 Bruce, 
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Bruce, one of Sir Henry Clinton's 
Aids du Camp, who arrived in the' 
Spilth Carolina packet. 
HeaJ Quarters 9 CbarUs-To*wn t South- 
Carolina, June 4, 1780, 
My Loud, 

I had the honour in my difpatch, 
No. 88, by the Earl of Lincoln, to 
communicate to your Lordfhip the 
furrender of Charles-Town. I am 
now able to give your Lordfhip a re- 
turn of the prifoners taken, amount- 
ing, as you will obferve, exclufive of 
near a thoufand failors in arms, to 
5618 men. 

I informed your Lordfhip, that 
Lieutenant-general Earl Cdrnwallis 
was to march up the north fide of 
Santee, whilft Another corps moved 
up the hither fhore of that river to- 
wards the diftridl of Ninety-fix. 
Thefe corps are in motion, as well 
as one up the Savannah river in 
Georgia. 

The troops immediately under his 
Lordfhip's command have prefTed fo 
effectually upon a body of the rebels 
which remained in the province, that 
the Earl, by detaching his corps of 
cavalry, and witK them the legion 
infantry (mounted) has compleated 
.the deftru&ion of every thing - in 
arms againft us in this province^ 

Lieutenant-colonel Tarleton head- 
ed this detachment, whofe celerity in 
performing a march of near an hun- 
dred miles in two days, was equal to 
the ardour with which they attacked 
the enemy. Thefe refufing the 
terms which were offered thera^ were 
charged and defeated, with the lofs 
of. one hundred and -f*yenty-two 
killed, and feme -taken, together 
with the remaining field artillery of 
thefouthem army,: tbeir colours, and 
baggage. ■. - ■ . ■-'* 

with the greateft pleafure I fur- 
ther report to your Lordfhip, that the 
inhabitants from every - quarter re- 
pair to the detachments of the army, 
and to this garrifon, to declare their 
allegiance to the King, and to offer 



their fervices, in arms, in fupport of ' 
his government. In many instances 
they have brought prifoners, their 
former oppreffors or leaders ; and I 
may venture to affert, that there are 
few men in South-Carolina, who are 
not either our prifoners, or in arms 
with us. 

I have alfo the fatisfa&ion to re- 
ceive correfponding accounts, that 
the loyalilb, in the back parts of 
North-Carolina are arming. I dare 
entertain hopes that Lord Cornwal- 
l's prefence on that frontier, and 
perhaps within ths province, will 
call back Its' inhabitants from their 
ftate of error arid difobedience. If 
a proper naval forcecan be collected, 
I purpofe Fending a fmall expedition 
into Cape fear river, to favour the 
revolution I look for higher in the 
country. 

I am, with the troops I could take^ 
quitting the harbour of Charles- 
Town, on my way to New-York, 
hoping no foreign armament can yet 
have reached the coaft," Or have been 
able to attempt any thing, in our 
abfence, againft that place. - v 

Lieutenant-colonel Bruce, my Aid 
de Camp, -will have the honour of 
prefenting thefe difpatches to your 
Lordfhip. He has r ferved with dif- 
tinclion during this whole war, and 
is well able to fatisfy your Lordfhip 
in any inquiries you may he pleafed 
to make concerning the late opera- 
tions in Carolina. ".- ■' ? 

Your Lordfhip will receive by 
Major-general Prevoft, who fails in a 
few days,' the account, from Earl 
Cornwallis of what fliall have occur- 
red to that time, ■ ' 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

* 1 ■" H. Cli-nion. 

Total of the rebel forces commanded by 
• Major-general LifCotN at the 

furrendtr of Char hs -Town, ' May 

IZf 1780, noivprrfonefjofivar. 

z Major-generals, : 5 brigadier- 
generals, 3 Majors of "Brigade, 16 
Colonels, 9 Lieutenant-colonels, z\ 
■<-■ .- y ..; • • Majors-^ 
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Majors, 145 Captains, 162 Lieute- 
nants, 41 Cornets or Enfigns, 1 Pay- 
mafler, 7 Adjutants, 6 Quarter-maf- 
ters, 18 Surgeons, 6 Mates, 322 Ser- 
jeants, 137 Drummers, 4710 rank 
and Hie. 

The above is a copy of a return 
figned by the Britifh CommiiTary of 
prifeners. 

John Andre, Deputy Adjutant- 
general. 

Romulus* off Charles-Town Bar, 
June 5, 1780. 

My Lord^ 

I have jufl received from Earl 
Cornwallis a letter, inclofing a more , 
particular report than had yet been 
received from Lieutenant-colonel 
Tarleton of the affair at Wacfaw. I 
have the honour to inclofe both, to- 
gether with a return of the killed 
and wounded, and of the artillery 
and other implements taken. 

Your Lorafhip will obferve, that 
the enemy's killed, wounded, and 
taken, exceed Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tarleton's numbers with which he 
attacked them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. Clinton, 

C OP Y. 

Campden, June 2, 1780, 
S 1 R, 

In my letter of the 30th of laft 
month, I inclofed a note from Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton, wrote in 
great hafte from the field of action, 
and I explained my reafons for fend- 
ing the detachment under his com- 
mand in purfuit of the enemy.^ 

I have now the honour of* traaf- 
mitting to you his account of the 
march and engagement, with the 
lofs on both fides. 

I can only "add the hfgheft enco- 
miums on the conduct of Lieutenant- 
colonel Tarleton.' It will give ine 
the moll ftnfible fatisfatftion to hear 
that your Excellency has been able 



to obtain for him fome diftinguUhed 
mark of his Majeity's favour* 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Cornwallis. 
Hit Excellency Sir Henry 

Clinton, K. B* cjfr. 

COPY. 
Wacfaw, May 30, 1780, 
My Lord, 

I have the honour to inform you, 
that yeiterdayat three o'clock, P. M. 
after a march of 105 miles in 54 
hours, with the corps of cavalry, the 
infantry of the legion, mounted on 
horfes, and a three-pounder, at 
Wacfaw, near the line which divides 
North from South-Carolina, the re- 
bel force, commanded by Colonel 
Buford, confifting of the n Virgi- 
nia and detachments of other regi-" 
ments, from the {ame province, with 
artillery, and fome cavalry, were 
brought to a&ion. 

After the fummons, in which 
terms fimilar to thofe accepted by 
Charles-Town were offered and po- 
fitively rejected, the action com- 
menced in a wood ; the attacks were . 
pointed at both flanks* the front, 
and referve by 270 cavalry and in- 
fantry blended; fc, and, at the fame 
inflant, all were equally vi&orious, 
few of the enemy efcaping, except 
the commanding officer by a preci- 
pitate flight on horfeback. 

It is above my ability to fay any 
thing in commendation of the bra- 
very and exertion of officers and men. 
I leave their merit to your Lordihip's 
confideration. 

I have the honour to be, Sec. 

■' Ban. Tarleton, 
Lt.-col; Oomm. Br. Legion. 
Lieut. ^gen* Earl Cornwallis* 

Return of rebels killed, weunded, and 
taken y in the affair at Wacfaw* 
the zgth of May* i;8o. 
I Lieutenant-colonel, 3 Captains, 
8 Subalterns, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quarter- 
mailer, 99 Serjeants, and rank and 
file, killed. 

$ Captains, 
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3 Captains, 5 Subalterns, 142* 
Serjeants and rank and file, wound- 
ed, unable to travel, and left on 
parole. 

2 Captains, 1 Subaltern, 50 Ser- 
jeants and rank and file, prifoners. 

Taken, $ (land of colours, 2 brafs 
fri-pournders, 2 royals, 2 waggons, 
with ammunition, 1 artillery forge 
cart, 55 barrels of powder, 26 wag- 
gons loaded with new clothing, arms, 
mufket cartridges, new cartridge 
boxes, flints, and camp equipage. 

(Signed) Ban. Tarlrton. 
Lt.-col. Comm. Br. Legion. 
Jtiturn of Britifo kHhd and wounded 

in the affair' at Wacfa<w y the Zjth 

ef May, 1780. 

Cavalry. 2 privates, i'i horfc^ 
killed; 1 Subaltern, 8 privates, 19 
horfes, wounded. 

Infantry. 2 Subalterns, 1 private, 
killed ; 3 privates, wounded. 

' N. B. "Lieutenant Patefchall, 17th 
dragoons, wounded ; Lieutenant 
Lauchlin M'Donald, of tte legion 
infantry* killed ; Enfign Campbell 
c€ the legion infantry, Terving with 
the cavalry, killed. 

(Signed) B. Tarleton, 

Lt.-col. Comm. B. L. 

Admiralty-Office, July 5, 17S0. 
ExtraS rf a letter from Admiral Sir 
Geo. Brydges Rodney, Bart. 
Commander in Chief of his Majef- 
tj*s Jhips at the Leeward I/lands, to 
Mr. Stephens, dated in Curlijle 
Bay, Barbado£s y May 31, 17 So, 
received this morning frotp Captain 
Man, if his Majefly's jhip the 
Cfr berus , wh a-'riued at Fal- 
mouth the zd inftant* 
Since my letter of the 26th of 
April from Fort Royal Bay, fent 
exprefs by the Pegafus, I mull defire 
you will pleafe to acquaint their 
Lordfhips, that after greatly alarm- 
ing the ifland of Martinique, whofe 
inhabitants had been made to be- 
lieve his Majefty's fleet had been 
defeated, but were foon convinced to 



the contrary, by its appearance be- 
fore that port, where it continued 
till the condition of many of the 
mips under my command, and the 
lee currents, rendered it necefTary 
for the fleet to anchor in Chocque 
Bay, St. Lucia, in order to put the 
wounded and fick men on fhore, and 
to water and refit the fleet ; frigates - 
having been detached both to wind- 
ward and to leeward of every ifland, 
in order to gain intelligence of the 
motions of the enemy, and timely 
notice of their approach towards 
Martinique, the only place they 
could refit at in thefe feas. 

Having landed the wounded and 
fick men, watered and refitted the 
fleet, on the 6th of May, upon hav- 
ing received intelligence of the ene- 
my's approach to windward of Mar- 
tinique, I put to fea with nineteen 
fail of the line, two fifty-gun fhips, 
and feveral frigates. 

From the 6th to the roth of May, 
the fleet continued turning to wind- 
ward between Martinique and St. 
Lucia, when we got fight of the 
French fleet, about three leagues to 
windward of us, Point Safine on 
Martinique then bearing N, N. E. 
five leagues ; Captain Affleck, in 
the Triumph, joining me the fame 
day. , 

The enemy's fleet confifled of 
twenty-three fail of the line, feven 
frigates., two floops, a cutter, and a 
lugger. Nothing could induce them 
to rifque a general action, though it 
was in their power daily* They 
made, at different times, motions 
which indicated a defire of engaging, 
but their refolution failed^ them 
when they drew near ; and as they 
failed far better than his Majefly's 
fleet, they with eafe could gain what 
they pleafed to windward. 

As they were fenfible of their ad- 
vantage in failing, it emholdened 
them to run greater rifyties, and 
approach nearer to his Majefty's. 
fhips, than they would ptherwife 

have 
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have done ; and for feveral days, 
about the hour of two in the after- 
noon, they bore down in a line of 
battle a-breaft, and brought the wind 
a little more than random foot 
diftance. 

As I watched every opportunity of 
gaining the wind, and forcing them 
to Rattle, the enemy, on my ordering 
the fleet to make a great deal of fail 
on the 15th, upon the Wind, had the 
vanity to think we were retiring, 
and with -a prefs of fail- approached 
us much nearer than ufual. I fuffer- 
ed them to enjoy the deception, and . 
their van lhip to approach a-breaft of 
my center ; when, by a lucky change 
of wind, perceiving I could weather 
the enemy, I made the fignal for the 
third in command (who then led the 
van) to tack with his fquadron, and . 
gain the wind of the enemy. The 
enemy's fleet inftantly wore, and fled - 
with a crowd of fail. 

His Majefty's fleet, by this ma- ; 
noeuvre had gained the wind, and 
would have forced the enemy to 
battle, had it not at once changed fix 
points when near the enemy, and 
enabled them to recover that advan- 
tage. However it did not enable 
them to weather his Majefty's fleet fa 
much, but the van, led by that good 
and gallant officer Captain Bowyer, 
about feven in the evening, reached 
their center, and was followed by 
Rear-Admiral Rowley's fquadron 
(who then led the van) the center 
and rear of his Majefty's fleet fol- 
lowing in order. 

As the enemy were under a prefs of 
fail, none but the van of his<Majefty^s • 
fleet ceuld come in for any marc of 
the action, without wafting his Ma- 
jefty's powder and ihot, the enemy 
wantonly expending a deal of theirs 
at fuch a alliance as to have no 
effeft. 

The Albion, Capt. Bowyer ,~and the 
Conqueror, ^ear-Admiral Rowley, 
were the fhips that fuftered mod in 
ttys re-encounter. But I am fare, 



fjom.the flackirefs of their Are, in 
companion 'to that of the van of hit 
Majefty's fleet, the enemy's rear,, 
mult have fuflered very confides 
ably f 

•The enemy kept an awful diftance 
till the 19th inltant, when I was in _ 
hopes that I mould have, weathered 
them, but had t the % mortification to 
be disappointed in thefe hopes : how- 
ever, as they were convinced that 
their rear could not efcape, they 
feemed to have taken arefolution of 
rifquing a, general one ; and when, 
their van had weathered us, they 
bore along our line ,. to windward, 
and began a heavy cannonade, but 
at fuch a diftance as to do little or 
no execution; however, their rear, 
could not efcape being clofely at- 
tacked by the mips of the van, then, 
led by Commodore Hotham ; and' 
with pleafure I can fay, that the fire 
of his Majefty's lhips was far fup-- 
ridr to that of .the enemy, who mutt 
have received great damage by the 
rencounter. 

" The Albion and Conqueror fuf- 
fered much in this laft attion, and 
feveral other fhips received confider- 
able damage; a lift of which, as 
likewife of the killed and wounded, 
I have the honour to indole. 

The purfuit of the enemy had led * 
us forty leagues directly to wind- 
ward of Martinico; and as the ene- 
my had flood to the northward with 
all the fail they could poflibly prefs, , 
and were ofttpf fight the 2|ft inft. 
the condition of his Majefty's fhips ' 
being fuch as not to allow a longer * 
fmrfiih, I fent the Conqueror, Corn*- 
wall, and Boyne, to St. Lucia, and- 
flood with the remainder of his Ma- 
jefty's fhips towards Barbados, in 
order to put the fick and wounded on 
more, and repair the fquadron. 

We anchored in Carlifle Bay on 
the 22d inft. where every difpatch 
poflible has been 'ufed both night and 
day in refitting, watering, and vic- 
tualling the fleet ; and I hope that 

ever/* 
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every thing will be in readineG to 
proceed to fea to-morrow, in queft 
of the Spanifli fleet, which Tailed 
from Cadiz the 28th of laft month ; 
intelligence of which has been 
brought me by the Cerberus, Capt. 
Man, who parted company with 
them on the 4th inft. in Iat. 3 1 . and 
a half, fleering W. S. W. 

The Brilliant and Rattlefnake 
ifoop have joined me fince, with the 
fame intelligence ; the latter from 
Commodore Johnftone. I fhall or- 
der them all back again to their 
Nations ; but cannot forbear expref- 
fing to their Lordihips my approba- 
tion of the merits of thofe officers, 
who thought it their duty to leave 
their ftation, and convey to me with 
fpeed, intelligence of fuch great im- 
portance. 

• I muft defireyou will pleafe to ac- 
quaint their Lordihips, that Monf. 
de Guichen and the French fleet 
have got, in a mattered condition, 
into Martinico; where their Lord- 
ihips, may be aflured, I mail keep a 
watchful eye over them ; and hope 
I mall have an opportunity of giving 
a good account pf the Spaniih fleet, 
bfcfore the French are in a condition 
to put to fea. 

4 lift of the killed and wounded on 
the l$th of May , 1780. 



Ships. Killed, i 


Woun 


Vigilant — — 3 


10 


Conqueror ' — z 


*3 


Cornwall — — 3 


5 




10 




Albion — — . 12 


62 



IOO 



Law, 



Total 2i 
Officer killed. 
Firft Lieutenant, William 
of the Cornwall. 

G. B. Rodney. 
A lift of the killed and wounded on 
the igtJb of May. 
Ships. Killed. Wound. 

Intrepid — 1 o 

Suffolk 1 21 

Triumph — — 4 14 v 



Ships. 
Vigilant 
Medway — 
Vengeance 
Magnificent 
Conqueror 
Albion — 
Terrible 
Cornwall 
Prefton — 



Kilted. Wound. 



9 

2 

3 
5 
3 

12 

3 
4' 
o 



5 
11 
16 
23 

10 

6k 

9 
10 

3 



Total 47 193 
Officers killed and <wnunded. 

Lieutenant Twyerofs, of the Tri- 
umph, wounded. 

Lieutenant Flight, 87th regiment, 
of the Magnificent, wounded. 

Captain Watfon, of the Conquer-* 
or, loft his arm, fince dead. 

Enfign Curry, 5th regiment, of 
the Albion, killed. 

Mr, Paven, Mafler of the Albion, 
wounded. 

Lieutenant Douglas, of the Corn- 
wall, loll his leg. 

G. B. Rodney, 

From the London Gazette. 
Copy of a letter from. General Sir 

Henry Clinton, K. B. t& 

Lord George Germain, dated 

Head - Quarters, Charles - To*wn t 

South-Carolina , June 3, 1780. 
My Lord, 

I have the honour to inclofe, for 
your Lordfhip's information, the 
copies of two Proclamations I have 
found it neceflary to ifTue as Com- 
mander in Chief, and the copy of a 
hand-bill which has been circulated 
amongft the inhabitants, and appears 
to have had a very good effect. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. Clinton. 
Hand -hill ijfutd after the- furrender 
of Charles-To<wn. 

When the Royal army arrived in 
South-Carolina, the Commander in 
Chief avoided, as much as poflible, 
every meafure which JJfcjght excite 
the loyal inhabitants tonfein favour 
of Government, and thus bring dan- 
ger and trouble upon themfelves, at 

a time 
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»time when the King's army, being 
employed in the reduction of Charles- 
Town, could not aflift or fecond 
their ftruggles. 

The blood of the loyalifts that had 
heen unhappily fhed, and the feveri- 
ties which had been infli&ed on them 
by the rebels, in confequence of the 
former fpirited but ill-timed infur- 
re&ions of the King's numerours 
friends on the back of both Caroli- 
nas, had already occafioned too much 
grief and regret to hi* Majefty and 
their fellow-fubjedb in Europe, for 
him wantonly to bring again into 
hazard the lives and happineft of 
men who deferve fo well of their 
country. 

But Charles-Town with its har- 
bour, and Fort Moultrie, being now 
reduced, and their garrifons, to the. 
amount of 6000 men, with all their 
arms, (lores, artillery, and fhips of 
war, being in poffeffion of his Ma- 
jefty's forces, the time is come when 
it is equally the intereft and duty of 
every good man to be in readinefs to 
join the King's troops, and ailifl them 
in eftablifhing juftice and liberty, 
and in reftonng and fecuring their 
own property, whenever they fhall 
march to fupport them againft the 
fmall rebel parties that ftill linger at 
a diftance in the province. 

After fo much diforder, violence, 
and oppreflion, the helping hand of 
every man is wanted to re-eftablifh 
peace and good government; and as 
the Commander in Chief wifhed not 
to draw the King's friends into dan- 
ger, when any doubt could remain 
of their fuccefs; fo now that that is 
certain, he trufts that one and all 
will heartily join, and, by a general, 
asmcurrence, give effect to fuch ne- 
cdTary meafures for that purpofe a?, 
from time to time, may be pointed 
out to them. And they mav reft 
affured, that everv^ means wi« be 
ufed to avoid giving them any 
trouble but what is neceffary to fe- 

Vot. X. 



cure to them peace, liberty, ' and 
profperity. 

In order to attain thefe . happy 
ends, it is the doty of all men, who 
wifh well to themfelves and their 
country, to be ready at a moment, 
with their arms, to regain their 
juft rights, and fupport the free 
Constitution of their forefathers, 
under which we all increafed and 
profpered. 

Tnofe who have families will form 
a militia to remain at home, and oc- 
cafionally to aflemble in their own 
difhifts, when required, under ofhV 
cers of their own chufing, for the 
maintenance of peace and good or- 
der. Thofe who have no families, 
and ctn conveniently be fpared for 
a time, it is hoped, will chearfully 
affift his Majefty's troops in driving- 
their rebel oppreflbrs, and all the 
miferies of war, far from the 
province. 

For this purpofe it is neceflary that 
the young men be ready to aflemble 
when required, and fexve with the 
King's troops for any fix month* of 
the enfuing twelve that may be 
found requifite, under proper regu- 
lations. They may chooie officers 
to each company to command them, 
and will be allowed, when on fervice, 
pay, ammunition, and provifions, in 
the fame manner as the troops. 
When they join the army, each man 
will be furnimed with a certificate, 
declaring, that he is only engaged 
to ferve as a militia man for the time 
fpecified ; that he is not to be 
marched beyond' Nor^h-Carolina 
and Georgia, and that when the 
time is out, he is freed from all 
claims whatever of military fervice, 
except the common and ufual militia 
duty where he lives. 

He will then have paid his debt to 
his country, and be entitled to enjoy 
undifturbed- that peace, liberty, and 
property at home, which he had 
contributed to fecure. 

M South- 
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So.t/THvCAjlOlINA. 

By his Excellency Sir Henry Clin-^ 
'■'■Ton, r Kni% hr of the Moft Honour- 
able.' Order of the: Rath* General* 
Commander in Chief \ of all his 
Majeftfs foreuMMxithin • the colonies 
.iljmg'o* the Atlantic Ocean, fkom 
-How-Scotia, to Weft-Florida in*' 

.:: . Prociauation. 
Whereas, notwithstanding the gra- 
cious offers, which have been made 
to receive to his Majefty's peace and 
prote&iori, with pardon and oblivion 
far their paft offences, all thofe his 
deluded and infatuated fubjecls, who 
ihould return to their duty, and a 
due obedience to the laws ; yet 
there are fome wicked and deft>erate 
men,* who, regardlefs of the ruin and 
mifery in f which the country will be 
involved, are Hill endeavouring to 
iapport the flame of rebellion, and, 
under pretence of authority derived 
ffom the late ufurped legiilatures, 
are attempting, by enormous fines, 
grievous imprhbnments, and fan- 
guinary punishments, to compel his 
Majefty*s faithful and. unwilling fub- 
je&s to ta^e up arms againft fis au- 
thority and government ; and it is 
therefore become neceiTary, as well' 
for the protection of .the loyal fub- 
jefts, as to procure the eflabiifhment 
of peace and good government in 
the country, to prevent, by the ter- 
ror of example, fuch enormous of- 
fences being committed in future ; I 
have therefore thought fit to ifliie 
this my Proclamation'to declare, that 
if any perfon mail hereafter ap- 
pear in arms, in order to prevent the 
eftaWifhment of his Majefty's Go- 
vernment in this country, or fhall^ 
under any pretence or authority 
whatfoever, attempt to compel any 
other perfon or perfons to do fo, or 
who mall hinder or intimidate, or 
attempt to hinder or intimidate^-thc 
King's faithful and loyal M>je&s 
from joining his forces, or otnerwifc 
performing thofe duties their allegi- 



ance requires, fuch perfon or peribfls 
fo offending fhall be treated with 
thatfeverity fo hardened and crimi- 
nal an obftinacy will deferve, and his 
or their eftates will fie immediately 
feized in order to be confiscated. 
And for the encouragement of the 
King's faithful and peaceable fub- 
jects, I do again afore them, that 
they (hall meet with effectual coun- * 
tenance, protection, and fupport ; 
and whenever the Situation or the 
country will permit of the reftoration 
of civil Government andpeace, they 
willy by the Commiffioners appointed 
by his Majefty for thatpurpofo, be 
reftored to the full pofleffion of that t 
liberty in their perfons and- property, * 
which they had before experienced 
under the Bririfh^Government. And 
that fo defirable an event may be the ■ 
more fpeedily accomplished, I do 
hereby, in his Majeuy's name, rc-> . 
quire and command all perfons 
whatfoever to be aiding and afftfting . 
to his forces, whenever they mail be 
required, in order to extirpate the 
rebellion, and thereby reftore peace 
and prosperity to this, at prefont, 
defolated and diffracted country. 

Given under my hand, at head- 
quarters, in Charles-Towrt, the 22d 
day of May, 1780. - r * 
(Signed) H. Clinton. • 

By his Excellency's command. 
(Signed) Nathaniel Philips* '* 
Afiifting Secretary. * 
(COPY) 
South-Carolina. 
By his Excellency Sir H e n r y Clin- 
ton, Knight of the Moft Honour* 
ahl$ Qrder of the Bath, Central 
and Commander in Chief of all his 
Majefty* s forces 'within the colonies ' 
lying on the Atlantic Otean f from • 
Nova Scotia to Weft-Florida in* l 
clufivty &c. fcfc- 

Proclamation. 

WWeas after the arrival of his 

Majefty's forces under my command 

in this province in February laft,- 

numbers of perfons were «*ade pri- 

foners 
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ioners by the army, or voluntarily 
furrendered themfelves as fuch, and 
fuch perfons were afterwards difmif- 
fed on their refpective paroles ; and 
whereas fmce the furrender of 
Charles-Town, and the defeats and 
difperfion of the rebel forces, it is 
become unneceflhry that fuch paroles 
fhould be any longer obferved ; and 
proper that all perfons mould take 
an a&ive part in fettling and fecur- 
jng his Majefty's Government, and 
delivering the country from that 
anarchy which for feme time part 
hath prevailed; I do therefore hTue 
this my Proclamation to declare, 
that all the inhabitants of this pro- 
vince, who are now prifoners upon 
parole and were not in the military 
line (thofe who were in Fort Moul- 
trie and Charles-Town at the times 
o'f their capitulation and furrender, 
or were then in a&ual confinement, 
excepted) that from and after the 
twentieth day of June inftant, they 
are freed and exempted from all fuch 
paroles, and may hold themfelves as 
reflored to all the rights and duties 
belongiugto citizens and inhabitants, 
_ And all perfons under the defcrip- 
tion before-mentioned, who mall af- 
terwards neglecl to return to their 
allegiance, and to his Majefty's Go- 
vernment, will be cqnfidcred as ene- 
mies and rebels to the fame, and 
treated accordingly. 

Given under my hand, at head- 
quarters in Charles-Town, "the 3d 
day of June, ?7^o, and in the 20th 
year of his Majefty's reign. 

(Signed) H. Clinton. 

By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) Peter RufiU ' 

Afflfting Secretary. 
To their Excellencies Sir f i E w R V 
Clinton, Knight of the Bath % 
General of his Majejfy's forces* 
WMariot Arb'uthnot, Efq, 
• Vice- Admiral of the Blue\ bis Ma^ 
jejh's Comrnijftontrr io re/lore peace 
and good government id the fede- 
ral coloniet in rebellion in North- 
America .* 



the bumhlt Aadrefs bf Sinters inhd* 
bitants of "* Charles-Town : 

The inhabitants of Charles-Town^ 
by the articles of capitulation, are 
declared prifoners* on parole ; but' We 
the under-written, having every rri* 
ducement to return to our alle£F- 
ance, and ardently hoping fpcecnly 
to be re-admitted to the character 
and condition of Britim fubjedV, 
take this opportunity /6f tendering t6 
your Excellencies^ our warmtft corit 
gratulations^eft the reftbratiort of 
this capifaTand province to their jxJ*- 
Jitical connection- with the Crown 
an4 Government of Great-Birjaln ; 
an event which will aoM luftre to. 
your ExcellencieaT djara&er>, and, 
we truft, entitle you 1 to the <m6JTdi£ 
tinguiming mark- of th£ RoVal' fa- 
vour.*. Ahhotfth^he*right:"of taxing 
America in J?2ffiament, excited -coil- 
iiderable ferments' in ^e minds, of 
the people of this r province, yet it 
may, with a rebgioW' ^fceVetice to 
truth, be affirmed,.- t^at they cfid.nbt 
entertain the mod cfiftarit tnoij^ht of 
diflblving the union that - fb' happify- 
fubfifled between them and their pa- 
rent country ; and when, in th'e'.pro- 
grefs of that fataf contrpverrV, the 
doctrines ■ of independency (whicfi 
originated in the more northern co- 
lonies) made its appearance amon^ 
us, our nature revolted a$ the idea; 
and we look"' bade with' the moid 
painful regret on thofe *§rorui»bris 
that- gave exiftence v .to a- power' of 
fubverting" a Conftfttrtidn, for which 
we always- had, ah<4 erer'Aalf retain, 
the moft profotenM' veneYa&onV.ana 
fubfiitutihjr in hs^ftead a: rank ^6no- 
Cracy, tfhich however carefully; idi- 
^fefted'fr? theory, on 11 being -reduted 
into A pra&ice, has exhibited . a ryffan 
of tyrannic domination, only 1 to/ be 
fbiin^ among the" uncivilkecl part of 
mankind, or in the hjftpry of the 
dartr-antf' barbarous* 'age$ 'of an- 
tiqtfft'y? u A " -' ' " ' ■ ^ "~ 

' We firicere!)r lament, that after, 
the repeal of j thufe -ftattrtesi *rhtcl 
gave rife to the troubles in America, 

M 2 tho 
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the overture* made by his Majefty's 
Cornmiffioners, from time to time, 
were not regarded by our late rulers. 
To this fatal inattention are to be 
attributed thofe calamities which 
have involved our country in a ftate 
of mifery and ruin, from which, 
however, we tmft, it will foon 
.emerge, by the wifdom and cle- 
mency of his Majefty's aufpicious 
Government, and the influence of 
prudential laws, adapted to the na- 
ture of the evils we labour under ; 
and that the people will be reftored 
to thofe privileges, in the enjoyment 
whereof their former felicity con- 
fiifc*L 

Animated with thefe hopes, we 
intreat your Excellencies interpofi- 
tion in afluring his Majefty, that we 
fhall glory in every occation of ma r 
nifeihng tfcat zeal and affection for 
his pcrfou and Government, with 
which gratitude can inspire a free 
and joyful people. 
Charles -Town, June c, 1780* 

[Signed by zio of the principal 
inhabitants. J 

Admiralty-Of[U*> July 8, 1780. 
The ioljowing is a copy of the 
articles of capitulation on the fur- 
render of Eort Moultrie, referred to 
in, but which were omitted to be 
fent with, Vice Admiral Arhuth- 
not's letter of the 14th of May laft, 
pufcliihed in the Gazette Extraor- 
dinary of the 15th of laft month. 
Articles of Capitulation f agreed on Be- 
tty ten Captain Charles Hud* 
son, Commander of his Maj/Jfy's 
jbip tie Richmond^ and Lieutenant* 
colonel SCQTT, Commandant of 
Fort Moultrie, on the furtenjer* qf 
that fort and ■ its dependencies, 
May 7,' 1780. 

Art. I. That the troops in gam- 
fon fhall be allowed to march oui; 
with the ufual honours of war,, and tq 
pile their arms outfide of the gate. 
, Art, II. That all the officers in 
garrison, as well continental as mi- 



litia, and the non-commiffioned offi- 
cers and privates of the militia, fhall 
be confidered as prifoners at war at 
large on their parole, until exchang- 
ed ; and be allowed, in the mean 
time, to refide with their families 
and friends, Charles-Town except- 
ed, as it is at prefent under fiege. 

Art. III. That the continental 
and militia officers be permitted to 
wear their fide arms. 

Art. IV. That the flaves and 
other property of every individual 
in garrifon be fecured to their re- 
fpective owners * that all fuch fla ves 
in garrifon, belonging to perfons out 
of it, be fecured to their refpettive 
owners in fuch manner as may be 
agreed upon between Captain Hud- 
fon and the commanding officer of 
the fort. 

Art. V. All property, flaves, &c. 
to be fecured to each individual of 
the garrifon ; fuch as is lodgeS in 
the fort for fecurity or otherwife, 
belonging to individuals, not of the 
garrifon, to be delivered up. - 

Art. VJ. That the fick have every 
neceflary accommodation, and all 
the continental private foldiers be 
treated' in a humane manner, and 
not rigoroufly * confined; every hu- 
manity to be ftiewn to both fick and 
well. 

Art. VII. The fort> artillery, 
arms, ammunition, anditores, of all 
kinds, Jo be delivered up to fuch 
officers and guard as Captain Hud- 
fon fjjall think proper to fend 
for that purpofe. 

Art. VIII. The garrifon to march 
out of the fort, and pile their arms 
early in the morning, in front of the 
Britifh forces, who will be drawn up 
before the entrance of the fort on 
the occasion. 

* (Signed) Charles Hudson, 
William S^ott,. 
* Lieut.-col.'ittreg. and Com, 
of Fort Moultrie. 

A Copy. -' ; ' 
M. Arbuthnot. 
-.':. ;.. s SovTHw 
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SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

By Sir Henry Clinton, Knight 
of the Bat b f General of bis Majefiy f s 
Farces, and Ma riot Arbuth- 
KOT> Effwre, Vice Admiral of tbe 
Blue, bit Majejty's Commiffiontrs to 
reflore Peace and good Government 
in the fe*ve*al (tetanies in Rebellion 
in N*rtb Am*rt*t, 

PROCLA MATION. 

His Majefty having been pleafed 
by his letters patent, under the 
Great Seal of Great-Britain, to ap- 
point .us to b(e his Commiffioners, to 
reftore the bleflmgs of peace and li- 
berty to the feveral Colonies in re- 
bellion in America, we do hereby 
make public his moll gracious inten- 
sions, and ra obedience to his com- 
mands, <do declare, to fuch of his 
deluded fubje&s, as have been per- 
verted £rom their duty by the factious 
arte ofVAlf-interefted and ambitious 
mfu, that they will ftill be received 
with mercy and forgivenefs, if they 
immediately return to their allegi- 
ance, and a due obedience to thofe 
laws and that Government which 
they formerly boafted was their J>eft 
birthright and nobleft inheritance, 
and upon a due experience of the 
fincerity of their profeffions, a full 
and free pardon will be granted for 
the treafonable offences which they 
have heretofore committed, in fuch 
manner and form as his Majefty's 
Commiliion doth direct, 

Neverthelefs, it is only to thofe, 
who, convinced of their errors, are 
firmly refolved to return to and fup- 
port that Government under which 
they were formerly fo happy and 
free, that thefe gracious offers are 
once more renewed, and • therefore 
thofe perfons are excepted, who, not- 
withftandjng their prefent hopelefs 
fituation, and re^gardlefs of the accu- 
mulating prefigure of the miferies of 
the people, which their infatuated 
cdndudk mull contribute to increafe, 
are neverthelefs ftill- fo hardened in 
their guilt, as to endeavour to keep 



alive the flame of rebellion in this 
province, which will otherwife foon 
be re-inflated in its former profpe- 
rity, fecurity, and peace. 

Nor can we at prefent refolve to 
extend the Royal clemency to thofe 
who are polluted with the blood of 
their fellow-citizens, moft wantonly 
and inhumanly fhed under the mock 
forms of juftice, becaufe they refufed 
fubmimwi to an ufurpation, which 
they abhprred, and would not oppofe 
that Government with which they 
deemed themfelves infeparably con- 
nected : And in order to gi/e quiet 
and content to the minds of his Ma- 
jefty's faithful and well-afFefted fnb- 
jeels, we do again aflure them, that 
they mall have effe&oal countenance, 
protection, and fupport, and, as foon 
as the fituation or the province wilj 
admit, the inhabitants will be re- 
in fta ted in the poftefton of all thole 
rights and immunities which they 
heretofore enjoyed under a free 
Britiih Government, exempt from 
taxation, except by their own legis- 
lature : And we do hereby call upon 
all his Majefty's faithful fubjecls, to 
be aiding with their endeavours, in 
order that a meafure fo conducive to 
their own happineis, and the welfare 
and profperity of the province, may 
be the more ipeedily and eafily at- 
tained. 

Given under our hands and feals, 
at Charles-Town, the firft day of 
June, in the twentieth year of his 
Majefty's reign, and in the year of 
our Lord, 17&0. 

. H. Clinton, 
M. Arbuthwot. 
By their Excellencies command, 

James Simpsom, Sec. 

From the London Gazette. 
Extras cf a letter from John Cal- 
ling, Efq, Governor of Jamaica* 
to the Right Honourable Lord 
George Germain, one of bit 
Majefty % $ Principal Secretaries of 
State, dated at gingjlon, Jamaica* 
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" Jmre 2, 1 780,' snti received hy the 
* ^Thynne facktt. 

^ I have the honour to congratulate 
your Lordlhip on the reduclion of 
the important fort and poft on the 
siver St. John, by a detachment of 
his Majefty*s troops- under the com- 
-*nand of Captain Pottbn of the 60th 
regiment. Suffice >it 'to fay, for I 
■fliall not take up your Lordfhip^s 
time with an uninterefting tedious, 
detail of triflings matters, that the 
ifert furrendered on the 29th of 
-April, that there were found in it 1 
iuaft mortar, - of five and an half 
inches, 20, pieces of brafs ordnance 
xlounted, befides fwivels, 10 or it 
von ditto difmounted, with a pro- 
portionable quantity of military 
ftores. 

Inclofed are copies of the capitu- 
lation, lift of prifofters, • and of the 
killed and wounded "before the fort. 
Extras of a letter from Captain 

Poljson to Governor Da ll in g^ 

dated St. John's Fort, April 30, 

1780. 

I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency, that; this caflle fnrrender- 
cd' to his Majefly's arms yefterday at 
&ve o'clock P. M. The terms of 
capitulation I now inclofe, which I 
fcopc will meet with your appro- 
bation. 

I have alfb the honour of fending 

S»r. Excellency, by Lieut. Thomas 
ounfey, the colours of the fort and 
©f the regiment, as well as returns of 
the cannon and ftores taken in it. 

When I came to Cape Gracios a 
Dios, there were not any Indians t« 
be feen ; fome villains there had 
taken the pains to perfuade them . 
that • the- Englifh army came to en- 
flave and fend them to Jamaica ; it 
was therefore fome time before any 
of thfcm ventured to come in, I 
took" the opportunity of fending 
fome fmall prefents by one of their 
people, who had ventured down to 
watch oar motions. He being ac- 
quainted with Mr. Campbell, was 



undeceived by him, aticF brought to 
me, which had the desired effect, a* 
•mftft of the tribes came ih very *foon 
after. * 

' * Your Excellency's fetters of March 
17, I received the' 20th of the fame 
month, as I entered' the' river St.> 
John's, r {hatr ever retain the mod 
grateful fenfe of ike fentiments you 
was therelrf pleafed to eXprefs for 
mV; and I am forry that the delays 
I met at the Cape,< and other places 
between that and the harbour of St. 
Johtf, from the want of craft,' an4 
the bacfcwardnefs ef the Indians iit 
coming out, prevented my operai- 
tions keeping pace with your Excel- 
lency's expectations. I howeve* 
hope you will do me the juftice to 
believe that no time was loft that 
could poiTibly have been faved, 
fituated as J was. It was the 3d of 
March before any Black River craft* 
arrived, and thofe were the on.Iyone» 
then provided. It is true the Indian 
Governor promifed me a great many, 
but when I came tp his country t there 
was not one ready ; and we got them 
at laft, with a great deal of difficulty. 
The Superintendant was entirely de- 
ceived by the Indians in the number 
of the craft and men, and ftill more 
fo in point of time. 

Captain Nelfon, then of the Hin^ 
chinbroke, came up with thirty-four 
feamen, one ferjeant, and twelve 
marines: I want words to exprefs 
the obligations I owe that gentle- 
man ; he was the fixft on every Ser- 
vice, whether by day or by night ; 
there was fcarcely a *gun fired but 
was pointed by him or Lieutenant 
I>efpard, chief engineer, who has 
exerted himfelf on every occafton : I 
am perfuaded if our mot had held 
out, we mould have had the fort a 
week fooner : as Captain Nelfon 
goes to Jamaica, he can inform your 
of every delay, and point of fervice, 
as, well as I could, for he knows my 
very thoughts. 

The bearer Lieutenant Mounfey 

can! 
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can '"Jnform yoyr E*cel!ericy of many 
things that may efcape my toemory ;• 
he is a very gcxld cdficc*y aftdj com- 
manded the party *I fent^to #eeon- 
smtre the look-out, and ,btgin the 
attack of it mincer* ^irith Captain* 
Defpard and : Captain Nelfori, wlto 
with his feamen volunteered that" 1 
duty. " -- >'^»*m'/ i ' * T 

[Txa'u SlAtld M. ] 
Anfwr of Colonel JtffeN PotSON, 
Commander in Chitf if his Rrttan* 
xic Majejty* * forces before Fort St, 
Juan, to the propofals of capitula- 
tion made by Don JUANDB AySSA, 
Governor thereof fbt his Catholic x 
Majefty, April 29, 1780* 
Article I. The garrifon mall be 
allowed the ufe of their batteaux, to 
tranfport themfelves where they mail 
think proper, and the term of foar 
days for the entire evacuation of the 
fort, 

Ahfwer. The garrifon of Fort St. 
Juan ftall furrender prifoners of war, 
and lhall b ( e con4fcfted to fome port 
{in my option) of. North America', 
' fubjecl: to the Grown of Spain, and 
ihall be furnifhed with veflels and 
provifions neceffary to the voyage, 
provided they engage their parole of 
honour not to bear arms againfl his 
Britannic Majefty unty an exchange 
of prifoners mail have taken place 
conformably to fu,ch cartel as is or 
may be eftablifhed between the two 
nations. 

II. . The garri&n mail march out 
with colours flying ; each man with 
a ball in his mouth, lighted matches, 
drums beating ; each foldicr ihall 
have twenty rounds, mufket, and 
fi^e arms, together with two pieces- 
of cannon (three pounders) with 
twenty rounds to each. 

Anf. The Britifh forces mull be 
put in pofTeflion of the principal 
gate of the fort between the hours of 
four and five in the afternoon, at 
which centinels mail be kept to pre- 
vent the Indians from committing 
any aft contrary to the rules of war 



or laws of humanity ; "and in favow 
of <■ the gallant defence which the 
Commandant has made; the garriftm : 
mail be allowed to march out with 
colours flying, drums^ beating,- light- 
ed, matches, muflcet, arid fifie arms, . 
wiffrtwo roimds to each man, to the 
foot ' of the glacis, ; o^pofite to the 
fouth front of the caftte, where the/ . 
fhatl pile up'thelr arms and Accoutre- ; 
merits, the officers' keeping their' 1 
fwOrds- Afterwards they fhall- re- 
turn' to the caftle. ,; 

III. Every office* and foldier, tn J 
evacuating the caftle, fhaB be allow- 
ed *o keep their effects; - baggage, ; 
money, and' whatever elfe may ac- ' 
tuaHy-belong to them. J _ * 

Anf. The officers' and ; foldiers - 
ihall be allowed to keep their bag- 
gage, and whatever money may ac- 
tually 'belong to them j bat every 
Have muft be detairied for the ufe : 
of his Britannic Majefty. 

IV. The prifoners made at the 
advanced poll on the idand of Ben- 

* tote Ihall be reftored. 

Anf. In cafe the garrifon Ihall ac-. 

cept the*terms of capitulation offered, ^ 
, the prifoners- made at the advanced 

port-on the ifland of Bentole mall be 
. included in it, provided, however, 
j that allflaves (hall abj>ertain of right 

to the King, my matter^ 
"V. The garrifon fhall be allowed 
. ten days' for ' the evacuation of the 

fort, taring whrclv time they fhall * 

not be molcfted by any perfon what- ■ 

foever. 

Anf. The garrifon fhall not be 

molciled by any perfon whatfoever, 

until theit arrival at the place 

appointed. 

VI. The garrifon- fhall be allowed 
the ufe of their own provifions. 

Anf. No other anfwer is neceffary 
to this article than that already given 
to the firfi. 

VII. The garrifon mall be allow- 
ed to carry with them all fuch orna- 
ments and eftetts as are neceffary to - 
their religion and mode of worfhip. 

AnC 
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. Anf. Granted in the fulleft fenfe* 

VHX; The Bririlh forces mall 

treat the garrifon with humanity and 

politeness, duties incumbent on all 

nations. 

Ari£ If is the charaaeriftk .of 
Britons to treat their prifoners whh 
humanity and politenefs* and I 
pledge my word to do my utmoft to 
keep the Mufquitos within the 
bounds of moderation. 

IX. Should any doubts arife in 
the preceding articles, they mall be 
explained in favour of the garrifon* 

Anf. As I do not mean to cavil, 
an anfwer to this article would be 
ufelefs. Immediately on being pot 
in pofleffion of the interior of the 
Art, and its dependencies, I will ap- 
point an officer, who fhall take 
charge of the military eheft, and 
likewife name Commiffaries to take 
account of all warlike (lores and 
provifions, artillery, flaves, and in 
general of every thing belonging to 
his Catholic Majefty. 

(Signed) John Polson, 
Colonel and Com. in Chief. 
Read-quarters % camp before St. 
Juan* April 29, 1780, 

Juan db Ayssa, 
Com. of the cafile of St. Juan. 
Lift of prifoners taken in the caftle of 
St. Johnny April 29, 1780. 
I Captain and Governor, 1 Lieu- 
tenant, 2 Sub-Lieutenants, 1 Cap- 
tain of engineers, I Chaplain, 1 
Surgeon, 3 Serjeants, 3 Drummers, 
9 Corporals, 17 folders of artillery, 
1 cadet, 31 Spaniih foldiers, 61 fol- 
diers of colour, 17 batteaux men, 6 
flaves, women and children, 3 male- 
factors, 17 women, 13 children, 1 
mafter carpenter, 1 carpenter, 1 
blackfmith, a mafons, 2$ wood 
cutters, l Corporal of ditto, 2 offi- 
cers and Chaplains fervants, 14 taken 
at the advance poft. 

(Signed) Juan de Ayssa, 

Governor* 

Return of the iil'ed and wounded at 

the taking if Lookout JJIand and 



the tajik of St. John's, April 

30, 1780. 

60th regiment. 1 rank and file 
killed % 1 Serjeant wounded. 

79th regiment. 2 rank and file 
killed ; 3 rank and file wounded. 

Loyal Iriih corps. 5 rank and 
file killed, 

Jamaica volunteers. 1 rank and 
file killed 1 % rank and Ale wounded. 

(Signed) John Polson, Col. 
commanding at the caftle^)f St. John's. 



Jamaica ff. 
to bis Excellency John Dallinc, 
Efy. Captain -general, Governor 
dnd Commander in Chief of tbis bis 
Majeftfs ijland of Jamaica* and 
other the territories thereon depend- 
ing in America^ Chancellor and 
Vice-admiral of the fame. 

The bumble Addrefs of the AJimhlj of 
Jamaica. 
May it pleafe your Excellency, 
We his Majefty's moft dutiful and 
loyal fubjeds, the Aflembly of Ja- 
maica, animated with the warmed 
zeal for his Majefty's perfon and go- 
vernment, and towards the fafety and 
profperity of this moft valuable and 
important ifland, beg leave humbly 
to reprefent to your Excellency, that 
the war having extended its opera- 
tions to the neighbouring iflands, we 
feel for ourfelves and our conftitu- 
ents the dangers that threaten them, 
and therefore humbly entreat your 
Excellency that the troops, or any of 
them now ftationed here for our pro. 
teclion and defence, or any of the 
white inhabitants, or people of co- 
' lour, be not fent off upon foreign 
expeditions, as the fending any of 
them upon fuch expeditions muft 
tend to endanger the fafety of this 
ifland from its foreign as well as in- 
tefline enemies. 

Pated the AfTembly this 20th day 
of April, 1780. 

S. W. Hajghton, Speaker. 
To 
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To which his Excellency was pleafed 

to return the following anfwer 2 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of 
the Affembly, 

It is far from being my prefent in- 
tention to lefTen the force now in this 
iiland ; and I have reafon to believe 
it will be very foon in my power to 
augment it. 

My only points of view are to 
obey the orders of my Sovereign, 
and be the guardian of that which he 
has committed to my charge* 

I therefore can but repeat wh%t I 
have already faid to you, that I truft 
niy poor endeavours will be ulti- 
mately found to have tended invari- 
ably to the prefervarion and profpe- 
rity of this valuable ifland. 

From the London Gazette. 
AdmiraUyOffce t July r8, 17S0. 
Extraa of a Utter from Admiral 
Geary, Commander in Chief of '4 
fquadron of bis Majefty's Jhips em- 
ployed to the *weftivard t to Mr, 
Stephen^ dated at jea the $tb 
infta?it. 

Monday the 3d inftant, the Mo- 
narch, being a-head on the look- 
out, at ten A. M. made the fignal 
for feeing a fleet of 25 fail J which 
judging to be a fquadron of the ene- 
my's (hips .of war, and that no time 
might be loft, I immediately ordered 
a general chace, which was continu- 
ed all that day. At five P. M. the 
* Monarch made the fignal to denote 
thattfie parted the fternmoft of the 
enemy's fhips without fecuring them, 
as foon afterwards did the Foudroy- 
ant, and fome others of the head- 
moil; fhips ; and at the fame time we' 
could plainly difcover from the Vic- 
tory's mall-head, that they were 
nearly up with the reft of the enemy's 
fhips. Soon after feven, a thick fog 
unfortunately came on, and I fhort- 
eued fail, in order to clofe with the 
fhips neareft me, fleering the fame 
courfe under an eafy fail until day- 
light the morning after. I withplea- 
Vol. X. 



fure acquaint their Lordfhips, that 
all the fhips have fmce rejoined me, 
except the Monarch and Defence, 
which I am informed were left in 
chaqe of the enemy's fhip of war, un- 
der whofe prote&ion the convoy had 
failed. 

The fleet which we chafed proves 
to be a convoy from Port au Prince, 
of between 25 and 30 fail, under 
convoy of the Fier of 50 guns, and 
a large fhip arme en fiuu , of which 
the veflels named in the inclofed have 
been captured ; and had it not been 
for the fudden coming on of the fog 
at the hour I have mentioned, it is 
my opinion that every fhip of then* 
would have bean taken. 
A lift of prizes taken the $tb of July, 
l?8c, by the fquadron under the 
command of Admiral Geary, 
bound from Port au Prince to Bour~ 
diaux and other forts of France, 
Brig Le Jeun Francois, by the 
Monarch. Ship Le Comte d'Eftaign, 
by ditto* Ship Le Hazard, by the 
Proferpinc. Polacre Eleonora, by 
the Ambufcade. Ship Maria Terefa, 
by the Diana. Ship Count d'Ar- 
gout, by the Canada. Ship Courier, 
by the Royal George* Polacre Cos- 
mopolite, by the Queen. Snow 
Voyageur, by the Foudroyaflt- Ship 
St. Bartholomew, by the Prince 
George. Ship (name unknown) by 
the Defence. Polacte Le Solitaire, 
by the Alfred. 

The above veflels are chiefly laden 
-with fugar, coffte, cotton and in- 
digo* Fran. Geary. 
1 ni-t- 1 — 

Madrid, Jung 10. The following 
is a copy of the Comte de Florida 
Blanca's anfwer to the memorial pre- 
fented by the Comte de Rechterea, 
relating to the vexatious treatment 
which the Dutch veflels underwent, 
notwithftanding the orders of his Ca^ 
tholic Majefty ; 
- ". Sir, 

*• The riioft pofitive orders have 
lately been difpXtched to the Com- 

N manders 
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mandcrs of his Majefty's men of wv r 
and of ihips fitted out Tor cruinng v 
for them to refrain., from giving the 
fmalleft. interruption to any vefTels 
bearing the Dutch flag, that they 
may meet with at fea, even if they; 
ihould be laden with effe&s belong-. 
ing ta the enemies ef his crown, pro- . 
vided that thofe effects are not fuch. 
as are by general treaties declared 
contraband in time of war. — An in- 
timation has alfo been given to the 
above-mentioned Commanders to be- 
have with all polTible civility and at- 
tention towards' the faid Dutch vef* 
fels, in the execution, of the royaf 
declaration of the 1 3 th of Iaft March r 
concerning the fbrtrefs of Gibraltar; 
to be underftood, neverthelefs, that 
all that has been determined upon 
by the ordonance in queftion, and 
thofe previous to it," fhall be execut- 
ed in the fulleft force againft thofe 
powers who have not made a declara- 
tion fimilar to that of their High 
Mightiness. As Jt'oTthe reft, in con-; 
fequenceof his Majefty's command, 
I have already informed the Vifcount 
de Herreria of this.brder; and I, at 
the fame time, communicate it to 
your Excellency, that if yon think 
proper you may tranfmit it to their 
High MightinefTes. 

Florida Slanca., 
AranjucXy June'^y 1780. t . j 
Madrid, June 2^ # Don Emanuel 
Gonzalez, Sub-lieutenant of the; 
iecond battalion, of the regiment^df 
Spanifh infantry, arrived ai Ara^- V 
juez the 15th inft. with difpatcheSj 
from Camp Marshal Don Bernard de 
Galvez, Governor of Louisiana, con- 
taining the agreeable news of.the ! 
Surrender of the Fort Mobile ^to ,hia 
Majeily's arms on the 1 4th of MarcS, 
l^ft. The following is Don Jofejpk 
Galvez's letter to the Secretary of 
State for the department of the In- 
dies : 

" Sir, v , ' : ' 

*M have the fathfaftion to.inferm 

you, that on the 14^ of this month/ 

after foijr days open entrenchment, 



the Cattle of Mobile, with a'garrifon 
of 300 men, 35 cannon, and eight 
pat.teraroes, furrenderec to the King's 
troops. 

" This capture coft its more men 
and time than we had imagined, a$ 
well on account of the advantageous, 
fituation of the fort, as that for four. 
months part the Englifh have fory- 
fced it confiderably, having made the 
parapet feven feet thicker than they 
were at the time they were in pofTef- 
fion of the French, The refinance 
was vigorous ; and what added to the 
merit of the enterprise, it was per- 
formed by troops who were fatigued, 
naked, and jull efcaped from lhip- 
wreck ; which is a circumflance *that 
deferves to be represented to his Ma- 
jefty, 

*' A report having been fpread at 
Penfacola, that we had been fhip- 
wrecked, and lo$ 700 men, General 
Campbell refolved to attack us by 
fea and land, with the greater!: part 
of his forces, and to "decide the 
fate of the whole province, for 
which purpofe he arrived at within 
nine/ leagues of our camp with 
1 100 men, and h^s vanguard was 
in fight before $nr entrenchment 
was opened, becaufe the greateft part 
of our boats having been lolfc, thofe 
which remained were fcarcely fum- 
oitnt for bringing us provifions, and 
t.1;? tranfport of the ammunition wa* 
carried oh very flpwly. 
, " I pray your Excellency to con- 
fid^r our fituation ; on the poi*t of 
a \yant of provision, with very little 
ammunition, iioq men in iight of 
uj, 300 in the fort, making in the 
whole 1400 men, a number equal to 
ours, and on their jide the, protection 
of the country and the fort. This* 
difagreeable fituation did not abate 
the eourage of onr troops ; on the 
contrary, neceffity gave them frefh 
courage ; they carried on the works 
of the entrenchment, cretted a bat- 
tery, and, attacked the fort; and it 
furrendered in fight of the van-guard 
or' the enemy and of Gen. Campbell, 

whs 
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tfrho'tftatented himfelf with looking 
at us for eight days, "and witneflirig 
the valour and constancy of our 
troops ; after which, having altered 
his refolution, he raifed his camp, 
and returned to Penfacola with his 
army. One of our detachments took 
a Captain and 20 fbldiers of his rear 
guard. 

Signed, 

Bernardo de Galvkz." 
Dated Mobile, March 20, 1780. 
A Journal of Don Bernardo de 

GaLvez, Brigadier of the Rzyhl 

armies. Governor of the province cf 

houijtana, and tntrufied hy his Ma- 
jefty with the expedition againft 

Fenfacola and Mobile, containing 

the occurrences therein* 
[Tranjiatedfrom the Madrid Gazette.*] 

On the 2d ot January, 1780, be- 
ing informed by the advices of the 
Captain-general of the ifland of Cu- 
ba, that the expedition from theHa- 
vannah ought to have already put to 
fea, notwithftanding its difpatch be- 
ing prevented by the engineer in fe- 
cona, Don Francifco XaA'ier de Na? 
vas, not fending advice, as he might 
have done in cafe any accident had 
happened. We haftene4 to obviate 
any delay in the ordinary correfpon- 
dence with the commanders of the 
troops in garrifon, and of the pofts 
in the province ; fo that on the 10th, 
at night, all thofe who were to em- 
bark were ordered to be ready the 
next day ; in the mean time I took 
every precaution that it might be 
done; I gave orders for ciAdl and mi- 
litary authority to Lieutenant-colo r 
nel Don Pedro Piernas, and gave the 
command of the divifion defnned for 
•the expedition to Colonel Don Gt- 
ronimo Giron, giving him liReM^- 
llruttions for his dire&ion, naming 
him alfo a fecond in command in tlus 
enterprize. 

On the nth of January, in the 
evening, reviewed the embarkation, 
and embarked the 2d battalion of the 
fegiinent oi Spain, 7 4$ of the regK 



ment of the' Yrlhde, 40 of that of 
Havannah, 141 of that of Louifiana, 
14 of the artillery, 26 carabineers, 
223 of the white militia, 107 mu- 
lattoes and nwftezos-, and 24 Haves 1 , 

prom the bad. weather I could not 
warrant the departure of the convoy 
(which confiftedof one merchant fri- 
gate, four fettees, a packet boat, 
two brigantines, the King's frigate 
El Volante, the galliot Vaienzuela, 
the privateer brig El Galvez, and 
the King's brig Koulican) till the 
•14th, when at nine in the morning 
we failed, and made eight leagues 
that day. 

On the 15th we lay to all day, that 
the troops might fettle themfelves in 
the beft manner. 

On the i*6th cleared the fand* t6 
leagues from the capital. 

On the 17th continued to twt> 
leagues and an half from the fouth- 
eaft pafs f 

Oh the 1 8th anchored at ten o'clock 
right before it. I immediately fent 
Don Juan de Riano, enfign of the 
fhip, to found and reconnoitre, that 
I might determine whether I could 
pafs there, or to the eaft. We /laid 
there till the 20th of January, when 
de Riano returned, and reported that 
the faid pafles were both of equal 
depth. By agreement with Don Luis 
Lorenzo de Terrazas, Lieutenant of 
the navy, charged with the command 
of the convoy, I determined for the 
Eaft channel, and found it neceffary 
tolighten fottie of the (hips as they 
■drew more, '• when loaden, thaji 
twelve feet water, which was the 
tfepth of the <ehannef . 
/ From the llftuhe convoy anchbr- 
•ed in the mWft'of the Lutra Pafs, 
"Where* We remained under fheker of 
-i little ifland tfl! the 27th, on ac- 
Xountof tfcd weather. Ontft'at-dajs 
fat-nine in the morWrfgj "the y°k n * e 
ifrigate made a figrtal tdr the fleejfc to 
weigh, whksh**M&5 obeyed; ^ and\air- 
^chorfi-d agam^ir^ f eM*diannci: 
V3n the'^Stfe the-' Whole coifvoy 
N 2 failed, 
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•failed, except one of the fcttees, 
which having miffed the wind, could 
not get in till the 4th of February. 

In the mean time (he made various 
effort* to get under fail, but could 
not effect it. 

On the $xk of February, having 
made twenty leagues, about night 
fall the horizon grew dark, and the 
weather foually, from the fouth- 
weft. Made lignal \Q lay to, with 
our heads offihore. 

In the night much wind, a hi^h 
fea, and ftonjis of thunder and hail, 
with a whirlwind, which kept us 
under a balance mizen. At eleven 
o'clock the wind coming round to, the 
call, which fortunately enabled us to 
get off the land, to which the fouth- 
wefl wind had driven us too much,. 

On the the 7th, in the morning, I 
obferved, that aotwithftandin& the 
roughnefs of the night, the convoy 
kept together; and the w^d keep- 
ing ftjll high, lay to,alI the day. 

On the gth, at day-break, met 
the brig Gajvez, in which I went, 
with only four {hips, two of which 
appeared to have been detained, with 
my brig, in preferving the reft of the 
convoy, which made much water. 

On t}je cjth, in the morning, the 
wind proving fair, made /}gnal for 
the cpnyoy to follow me with forced 
fail, and foon made the land joining- 
to JUq Perdido. Ar noon got 
a-breaft the Bay of Mobile ; faw the 
commanding frieate, w;th.four other* 
of the convoy, but the wind falling 
ftiort, could not join ; thenji until day* 
JbreaJ? next morning, - 

AVithin the channel^ wjiich gives 
entrance (o the Bay of Mobile, wail 
aveffel ? whicji we thought not to be 
a Spazuih {hip : we appearing to be 
of greater force than the Vplaote 1 fri- 
gate, -we made ready to attack her 
that night with the Valeuzjuek, wfro 



lante, who had obferved a boat ap- 
proach, cried out, Who's that ? when 
the boat coming nearer, was anfwer- 
ed in EngliJh, and then made off. 
Don Juan deRiano was fent after the 
boat in an armed launch ; he return- 
ed about nine o'clock with a fmail 
fmack that he took in the hay with 
five men and the mate, who informed 
us, that the veflel in the bay was a 
frigate that had failed from Penfa- 
cola fjvedays before, with fome mer- 
chant mips for Mobile, and (he had 
|6 guns mounted, though only 20 
men, Riano then attempted in the 
galliot, with three armed launches, 
to' attack the frigate ; but having the 
misfortune to ground the galliot three* 
times on the bar, he was obliged to 
quit the attempt, 

Oii the 10th, in the morning, the 
wind arofe very high at fouth-weft, 
with a very heavy fca, fo that we 
haftened to get into the bay for fecu- 
rity. The Volante frigate was the 
firit wlw got over the bar in &fety : 
(he was immediately followed by the 
Galvez brig, and both went with a 
defign to attack the,Engliifc frigate, 
whofe crew then finding us to be- 
enemies, ran her on a fand bank 
which was in the channel, and quit- 
ted her, The Commander of the 
Volante, without considering he had 
hex head to the wind, and that he 
Jiad already djfpatcjjed an experience d 
officer to trace out the paffage for the 
Ihip, ran upop the fame |>anJc, whiltf 
he was fecuririg the enfjgn :' the Gal- 
vez following, h,ad the fam£ fate, 
and with four other mips ran on the 
bank* The weather was fo b?4» that 
it was impoflible for us to affiffc each 
otV*. The Volante laboured ail 
day to get off, but could not, ^he 
Galvez brig remained afhore from 
noon 'till one o'clocjt the next morn- 
ing," when, with grert labour, fhe 



carried one 14 pounder in hey prow. Was gpt o&, greatly damaged 1 , maJ6- 

and'feyeral armed launches* ing nine inches -of water in an hour. 

Before we could be ready for that Of the other four mips, two got t)ft, 

work, one of thecentinehof the Vo- ^d the others remained a-ground, 

. , ' <><* • ..:,.- .:i. .... < r • *' ■ pegging 
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begging affiftance t6 fcve the crews 
and the troops. 

The nth, the weather continued 
fo bad that it was impoifible to aflift 
the ftranded {hips, being much afraid 
of incurring the fame danger. The 
whole of this day the Commander of 
the frigate employed the utmoft ef- 
forts to get her off, but without ef- 
fect 

The 12th, the weather permitting, 
we landed on a plain at the point of 
Mobile, the troops brought in the 
bilanders, which had got in without 
any accident ; at the end of which 
we got a little • clearer, and at the 
fame time providentially eiTcdled the 
fame from ihe other mips .that had 
got in. ' 

The fame day, at twilight, the 
troops and crew of the mips that were 
ftranded, got on more, with great 
rifque and fatigue ; after they had 
pafled two days and two nights in a 
continual danger of perifhing, with- 
out any power of being affifted. The 
fuccefs of this operation is due to 
Don Gil Wto Antonio Maxent, Com- 
mander of the Louifiana militia, who 
got off the people with the launches 
of the St. Vincente Ferrer, and the 
St. Francifcode Pablo, fcttees, which 
had happily got into the bay. The 
Volante, the weather permitting, 
attempted to lighten her cargo. 

The 13th, all the miffing fhips 
came iu fight, except the Koulican. 
In the evening the merchant frigate 
the Miferecordia, and the St. Salva- 
dor dc Orta brig got fafe in ; but 
the St, Rofario packet-boat, which 
ferved as an holpitaJ, endeavouring 
to make fan, had the misfortune to 
run afhore on the bar; and though 
the Captairj did all in his power to 
get her afloat, it proved in vain. At 
night, Iandej} the troops from the 
fhree above-mentioned mips; 

The 14th, day broke with the 
wind blowing hard at fouth-weft, 
rain, thunder, and lightning ; fo 
tha,t the ihips z-ground couM not be 



got off, and, except the people and 
a few things that were faved on ft 
fmall ifland, every thing elfe was 
loft. The Volante, which till then 
had hopes of being faved, filled with 
water up to her hatches, as did alfo 
the Englifh frigate. 

The icth, employed with the 
launches in getting afhore the provi- 
fions and other eftefts we could fave 
out of the branded fhips. 

The 1 6th, reviewed the troops in 
a defert plain, and found that there 
were about 800 men who had been 
fhip-wrecked, and could fave nothing 
but their perfons. The greateft part 
of them were naked, and much of 
the provifions, ammunition, and ar- 
tillery was loft.' In thefe circum- 
ftances we had no other hopes of fuc- 
cour, than to divide what arms we 
had. But l confided in the good dif- 
pofition of the troops, who, in the 
midil of the moft dreadful calamity, 
always preferred the fame ardour to 
attack the enemy; and taking the 
wreck of the loft veiTels, which was 
driven on ihore, made fcaling lad- 
ders of it to approach Mobile, and 
attempt to take the caftle by efcalade, 
fince our misfortune had deprived us 
of xhc materials for attempting a for- 
mal fiege. I ordered that the next 
day we mould re-embark the troops, 
leaving there only enough to guard 
the entrance of the Bay, by ere&ing 
a battery on the point which com- 
manded the mouth of it, and mount- 
ing thereon the Volante's guns. 

The 1 8th, embarked the troops. 

The 19th, at three o'clock in the 
evening, faw a fmall Inlander trying 
to get into the Bay ; at four, knew 
her for a Spaniard, and fent a pilot 
to bring her in'. The Captain came 
on more, and told me that he came 
from the Havannahy laden with fait 
for our ufe ; and failed in company 
w;th the King's frigate, EI Charu- 
bequin Caiman, the packet-boat St. 
Pio, the brigantines St. Terefa and 
*E1 -Rcnombrado, with fome troops of 

the 
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«fce regimenrof Navarre/ all of which 
were ieparated three days before in 
the great ftorm. 

The 20th, the weather was not fo 
favourable to go up the Bay -till 
eleven o'clock ; at that time faw 
£ve ihips fleering to us, which we 
ibend, at ' two* o'clock, to be the 
above-men,tioned mips, and a Cata- 
lan fettler. I therefore delayed to 
make fail, till thofe fnips were come 
in. At four in the evening they 
iappily arrived'; but the Catalan 
ftttler'not being able to get into 
their wake, lay to till rive o'clock, 
and fired three guns for a pilot : but 
tke wind being fouth weft, the tide 
againft her, and a very high fea> the 
fcttler wore, and was foon out of 
£ghu In the mean time the Cai- 
man frigate paired, with Colonel 
Don Geronimo Giron, and Don 
francifeo Xavicr, engineer in fecond, 
who gave me the difpatches from the 
Captain-general of Cuba. By the& 
I learned, that within a few days, if 
the weather would permit, the ex- 
pected expedition would fail from the 
Kavannah. 

The 2 1 ft, the day broke cloudy, 
with a ftrong wind at north-weft, 
which blew the whole day, fo that 
we could not*. fail for Mobile. To- 
wards night it changed to weft, with 
^reat violence, which lafted till the 
I2d, when it encreafed fo much, 
that the St. Salvador de Orta brig, 
the King's Bilander, the Terrible, 
the veftcf laden with, fuel, and a lit^ 
he fmack, having loft their anchors, 
were driven on ihore by the wind, 
and ftranded on the point of the bay. 
but without one pcrfon being loft. 
Thigfecond misfortune, which tend- 
ed to interrupt our defigns, produced 
*o other effect amongft the troops and 
mariners, than to rejoice, that they 
had learned by the f.rft accident to be 
accuftomed to conquer thefc kinds of 
difficulties 

The 23d, notwithftanding the 1 
grea^nefs of the labour to get oft* 



the*, ftranded mijfc, we faved the IlttTe 
fmack, and the Terrible, Bilander ; 
we alfo employed the launches \o 
tranfnort the people of the St. Sal- 
vador, and thofe who were in the 
Bilander; all this was done with 
great rifk arid fatigue, becaufe the 
iea was very rough, and the fhores 
were thick fet with rocks. . 

The 2 \ih 7 the wind being favour- 
able, made ilgnal for the Gaiman 
frigate (whofe commander, Don 
Miguel Goicochem, I had promoted 
to command .the convoy) to make 
fail. This was done by all the fhips, 
and got forward five leagues, at which 
dlftance the Gaiman flopped for want 
of water to go on. ^ The other veffeis 
went on the 25th, with proper pre- 
caution, unto the mouth of the river 
de los Peros, at three leagues dif-. 
tance from Mobile, and there came 
to anchor between eleven and twelve 
in the forenoon. 

I then ordered to land a part of the 
tight troops, under the command of 
Colonel Don Geronimo Giron, and 
the engineer Francifco de Navas. 
We reconnoitred the ground, and 
agreed to encamp on that fpot, hav- 
ing our left fupported by the bank of 
the fiid river, and demolished a 
hcufe belonging to Monf. Urban de 
Money, a Frenchman. Orders were 
given to continue to land the troops, 
and we found that all the mips had 
efcaped over the laft fhoals without 
any particular hurt. 

At that houfe we heard, that on 
the 23d, Colonel John Stuart, the 
Engliih commiflary for Indian affairs, 
had been there with a party, to with- 
draw aH the fmall craft of the inha- 
bitants of the bay; that another 
party of the Englifh had withdrawn 
all the whites and blacks of that na- 
tion, and obliged them to take arms ; 
that being animated at the news they 
had received by two men who had 
deferted from us, that we had had 
feven hundred men drowned, they 
had burnt and deftroyed the houfes 
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a&d cattle in the~neigbboufhoojl *>ft 
the fort. At midnight a negro came 
to us, who had eJpapei from the 
cattle that evening, who confirmed 
tjie above news, and that there, vvere 
only three hundred men in the fort. ; - 

The 26th, landed the reft pf the, 
troops and the provisions, and fent 
Enginneer Don Francifco de Navas, 
with a convoy, to -reconnoitre a pro- 
per place for a fecond encampment, 
and to land the artillery. 

The Valenzuela galliot, .under 
Don Louis de T^rrazas, got; up a-, 
breait the fort at a proper diitance, 
to fire a twenty-four pounder, from* 
whence he difcharged fome ffcot with- 
out being anfwered, 

The 27th finifhed the landing of 
the troops, and fent the . engineer 
again to reconnoitre, as he had not 
yetterday Found a. fit place for land-~ 
ing the artillery. :j 

'. The 28th, the engineer went early 
to mark out a camp in a more con- 
venient place at three quarters of a 
league diftance from the fori;, arid. 
Don Francifco Gehibert^ with fifty 
men, to make a road, arid place 
bridges over fome little bays. At 
nine in the morning flruck our camp* 
and tranfported thet^oops }n launches 
acrofs the rlver.de lojs Peros, and 
got to our fecond camp 9t four in the; 
evening. This day 'the galliot con* 
tinued to fire en ,i±c fotf, but the; 
enemy made no return. The launches 
employed in. carrying the remaining; 
things and proviftons from the firil tot 
the fecond carn,p. ( ... 

On the 29th, Colonel Dpn Gero-< 
nimo Giron wen,£ to reconnoitre the! 
fort, with an efcort of two companies 
of regulars, one of militia, and an* 
other of negroes and mulattos*,* 
They got on, by a wood, to a houfej 
within mufquet jfhot, when they: 
could remark nothing but the out- 
fide, and where they fc»und the fort 
fired at them with grape-fhot, but 
without doing them any damage. 
This day the galljpt gov much nearer,. 



and fired, winch was nnfwered by 
fevcral ihot, which carried awav fome? 
ojf her rigging, The launches em- 
ployed in bringing provifions, iron-' 
\|prk, and planks. Twenty Indians 
of the E 1^1 iih party/ with two of' 
their chiefs, came and requeued* 
friendship, whkht, after the ufual 
ceremonies, I granted, whM ttef 
r|majncd neuter. . 

- Mar. 1, Colonel Don Geronimo 
Giron reconnoitred the fort from the 
fame fpot as yeilerday, whence h«* 
qbferved feyeral houfes of the com- 
mon people wfjre "btirnt. I then fent ' 
^ientjenant Colonel Don Francifco' 
^oligtiy^ witli a drum and a flag* 
qT truce, with a letter, written ia 
French, dice&ed to.the commanding' 
officer, to the following purport ; 
/ : " Sir, 

.. " If the number of troops wit}* 
which I ihall inveit the fort did not 
greatly exceed thofe which yon havtf 
to defend it, I fhouldnor propofe ft* 
you to furrender; but the great in-: 
equality of ftrength puts us in"fach « 
ftate, that yon muifc either give it u{* 
immediately, or yon muft fufrer alt 
the calamities of war, if a ufelefs and 
obiKnate refiilance foouid irritate the* 
patience of my troops, already def^ 
perate with the fever&l misfortunes 
they have fufFered.. To-day I Mil 
be difpofed to a regular capitulation, 
conformable to the prefent tfircum- 
ftances; to-morrow 'perhaps, Sif, 
will leave you no. ether refonrce, but 
a^fruidefs repentance. 'for not having* 
accepted my. propofal in favour of - 
the un^rtunate men under my com- 
mand. . . . -* 
I have the honour to be 

your very humble - ■ 

and obedient fervant, > 

- • Berjtardo rj£ Galvez;^ 

FffW the ri<uer dehs Peros t ** 

March I, 1780. t 

; ^o. Dan Elias Durttfbrdk * 

. At four in the evening, Boligny 
returned with the -following anfwer^ 

" Sir, 
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" Sir, 

"I have the honour of your letter, 
in which you require me to furrender 
immediately the fort under my com- 
mand to your fuperior forces. I am 
convinced that the difference mili- 
tates in your favour ; but my troops 
are not therefore of opinion to yield 
to your propofal, much lefs am I ; 
ftnee, mould I give up the fort, I 
mould be looked upon as a traitor to 
my King and country. A juft love 
for thofe two refpeftable objefts. and 
my own honour, exacts that I mould 
not yield, until I find myfelf under 
the neceffity of fo doing, and am 
convinced by experience that all my 
refiftance is in vain. You* generofity 
of foul is well kilown to us, as is 
your kind treatment of thofe of my 
countrymen, as well officers as pri- 
vate*, who were your prifoners in the 
Miffiffippi. If I mould have the 
misfortune to add to the number, a 
heart filled with courage and gene- 
rofity is always the portion of thofe 
gallant men who fight for their King 
and country as objects of efteem, 
and not from a principle of revenge. 

Sir, I have the honour to be, with 
all due refpeft, your moft humble, 
and obedient fervant. 

Elias Durnford." 

7« Gemral Galvez* 

On the receipt of this anfwer, I 
oidered the camp to be moved next 
day, to a {pot chofen by the Engineer 
Navas, in the midway to where the 
battery was to be raifed. 

The 2d in the morning, w^ien the 
troops were ready for the march, one 
of the mliitia who had been on the 
look-out, took notice that lixty arm- 
ed men had fallied from the fort. 
On this, Colonel Giron fet out with 
a detachment of 200 men ; he re- 
turned at one o'clock, and reported, 
that on his being feen, they founded 
a retreat In the tort, and he obferved 
the men whd had fallied to return, 
(o that he only met with a brother of 



the CommifTary Stuart, whom he 
took prifoner. This bufinefs having 
hindered the removal of the camp, I 
repeated my orders to do it the next 
day, and took every neceuary means 
to undertake the landing of the ar- 
tillery. 

The 3d, at nine in the morning, 
we removed our camp, and pitched 
it at the diftance of 200 yards from 
the fort. Then we were employed 
all day in bringing ammunition, pro- 
vifions, and other neceflaries from 
the old camp. At night fent two 
parties above the fort, the one to 
cut off any troops that might faily 
out, and the other to colfeft what 
could be got out of the houfes that 
had been abandoned, but very little 
could be brought, fince the greatoft' 
part of them had been burnt. 

The 4th, continued to bring pro- 
viiions and ammunition into the 
camp, and drew two cannons of 18 
pound ball, with fo much fpirit, that 
they were drawn above half a league 
in only half an hour. 

The 15th, continued touring the 
artillery, and began to make &fcines. 
This day, in order to give'Ieave for 
fome perfons who had fheltered in the 
ca&le, to bring refreshments to their 
families, the En glim Governor and 
I had reciprocally a regale of wines, 
fowls, confections, and tobacco. At 
the fame time we treated on the 
means of preventing the total defo- 
lation of fome of the folk people, 
who had gone to the defence of th« 
fort» and who had already burnt 
many of their houfes. We thought 
it unreafonable, that fome wretched 
inhabitants, who had taken no part 
in the war, fhpuld be fubjefted to 
cruelty and (laughter. On my part, 
I afTured him, that my prifoners 
mould be treated as mildly as was in 
my power, with every refpec\ due to 
humanity ; and promifed that my 
fcouting parties mould not do the 
leaft damage to the dwelling that 
had been fitted up in the woods and 
ihrubberies, 
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fhrnbberies, for the reception of fick 
. and wounded. The Englifh Gover- 
nor, in acknowledgment of my pro- 
pofals, declared he would not fufrer 
' any more devaftation than was necef- 
fary for his defence, and that the 
greateft part of the houfes that had 
been burnt, was contrary to his po- 
fitive orders. 

The 6th, at day break, fent Colo- 
nel Giron and Engineer Navas, with 
a company of the grenadiers of 
Spain, a detachment of piquets and 
20 negroes, to mark out the -parallel 
and the fituation of the battery, 
which was done without being in- 
commoded by the fort. At ten 
o'clock, the Colonel found an empty 
houfe at the fide of the Bag, near to 
the camp, which he propofed to 
ferve for a ftore-houfe for provifions, 
and occupied it immediately. 

The 7th, the engineer, with a 
like efcort, raifed a platform between 
the camp and the fort. Continued 
our works, and a corporal and two 
foldiers of the Spanim regiment were 
grievoufly hurt by the unfeafonable 
fall of at tree, as it was cutting down. 
We learnt, by an intercepted letter, 
that the enemy expected a very con- 
fiderable fuccour from Penfacola, to 
prevent which, I fent Don Miguel 
Goicochea, Captain of the frigate, 
to difcover if they fhould chance to 
come by fea, and dispatched two 
parties on the look-out by land. 

The 8th, Engineer Navas went at 
flay-break to be certain whether the 
marks remained, where the trenches 
were to be traced out. He was fired 
upon by a' party from the fort, who 
were in ambufh, but we had only one 
man wounded. We returned the 
fire brifldy, and, we have fince learn- 
ed, the Englifh had one man killed, 
and a Captain and two men wound- 
ed ; finilhed tranfporting the artil- 
lery to the camps, and continued 
making fafcines. The Corporal and 
one of the foldiers, who were hurt by 
the fall of the tree, died this day ; at 

Vol. X, 



night fent two parties, one of a com- 
pany of piquets, and the other of 
twenty militia; both were ordered 
to lie in ambufh about the fort to cut 
off any party that might fally out. 

The 9th, the parties returned, de- 
claring there had been no fally. 
Finilhed the fafcines, and every 
thing necefTary for an attack. At 
night fall, after a fhort harangue, to 
a body of militia, in order to encou- 
rage them, 200 men, and 300 work- 
men, went to open the trenches. 
They worked with fuch alacrity, 
that by ten o'clock at night they 
were under cover, and erected an 
epaulement of fafcines to hide the 
work of the battery from the enemy. 
During the' whole night we were fo 
happy as not to be perceived. Our 
launches, who were Rationed at the 
end of the river, in the bay, inter- 
cepted two letters^ which confirmed 
the advice that a powerful fuccour 
was already very near; in confe- 
quence of which we took every ne- 
ceiTary precaution not to be furpriz- 
ed. At three ,in the morning 
mounted guard in the trenches. 

The 10th, relieved the trenches 
before day-break with 150 foldiers, 
and as many workmen, and endea- 
voured^© form the battery. The 
enemy then Bred fmartly with ball 
and grape (hot, carbines and muf. 
quets againft the epaulement, which 
nre lafted till eleven o'clock, and 
killed fix, and wounded Eve ; a- 
mongft the killed was Don Pedro 
Borell, Lieutenant of militia; and 
amongft the wounded was Don Luis 
Lorenzo de Terrezas, Lieutenant of 
the navy, who, having landed the 
cannon of the (hip he commanded, 
had defired, with his fecond, Don 
Juan Riano, to ferve as a volunteer 
during the fiege. On this account 
we ceafed to carry on the works till 
night, when there was left rifque. 
From this hour the fire of the cannon 
and mufquetry was much flower, with 
fome intervals ; that night it rained 
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fo violently, that we advanced very 
little in our battery and other works, 
although the fire was very flack on 
the attached front, therefore we . 
were fufpicious they would, under 
favour of the night, attempt an af- 
" fault on all the four fronts. 

The nth, before day-light, con- 
tinued our works to enlarge the 
trenches, to carry the artillery under 
cover, and worked to get the battery 
ready> that we might filence the fire 
of the fort. 

The two fcouting parties that had 
been fent out on the 7th returned 
back. Their Commanders ac- 
quainted me ; one, that having got 
at night to a place called Tenza, he 
obferved an encampment forming, 
which had about twenty tents pitch- 
ed, and they were fixing others ; that 
they had feveral fires, and that he 
thought they had above four hundred 
men. The other officer gave the 
fame intelligence, but with this dif- 
ference, that there were above fix 
- hundred men. On this news we re- 
inforced the guards, and took every 
precaution againft a furprize. 

The 12th, having finifhed the bat- 
tery, and fixed the cannon in the 
embrafures in the front, the time 
from day-break 'till ten o'clock was 
employed in getting ready the am- 
munition, and regulating every 
thing. At that hour we opened the 
battery with a brifk fire from 8 guns 
of 18 pound balls, and one of 24, 
and the enemy aniwered in the fame 
manner. . Ourfirr had the beii effect 
againfi the embrafures and parapets 
of the two forces we- attacked. 

The fire continued inceffantly on 
both fides 'till futi-ftt, when the 
enemy having one gun difmounted, 
and another overthrown, hoifted a 
white flag. Our lofs was one killed, 
an^-three wounded, and one cannon 
difmounte^}, by a ball from the ene- 
my* Ambttg the wounded were 
\Don Enrique Grimarefh, Captain of 
'the regiment of Navarre, Major of 



the trenches, and of the Louifiana 
militia ; and Don Enrique Defprez, 
Adjutant of the Commandant-ge- 
neral, 

An officer came there from the 
fort, defiring from the Governor 
that I mould alfo fend an officer as a 
hoftage, to fee that no works fhould 
be carried on either in the fort, or 
in our works, whilft we were treat- 
ing. I agreed, and fent a Lieute- 
nant of the regiment of Navarre ; 
and the Englifh officer brought me a 
letter from his Governor, in which 
he defired a fufpenfion of hoftilities 
'till feven o'clock the next morning, 
when he would fend me his propo- 
sals for furrendering the fort to his 
Majefty's arms. I acceded to this 
requeft under his exprefs word of 
honour that it was not to gain time 
for him to receive the fuccours he 
expected; nor to let the feamen and 
'inhabitants who had joined him to 
defend the fort, go out of it. 

The 13th, the Governor fent me 
very inadmiiTible terms, to which I 
would not accede. I gave him four 
hours time to determine on the cir- 
cumftances, that that night the fofTe 
fhould remain occupied by Spanifh 
troops, the port open, and we to 
have the keys of the barriers ; the 
breach, which was already acceffible, 
although with fome difficulty, and 
the place of arms, alfo, in the covert 
way j and I would ceafe 'till that 
time elapfed. 

I received feveral advices, as well 
from particular perfons, as from In- 
dians, that General Campbell was 
near with 1100 men, two field 
pieces, a howitzer, and fome Tala- 
puches Indians : I therefore doubled 
the guard in the trenches, planted a 
line of centinels along the fofle of 
the fort to give the moll immediate 
notice of whatever might happen ; 
and kept the troops all night under 
arms, having parties out every where 
to prevent a furprife. 
* The 14th, in the morning, having 
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f!gned tjie following articles of capi- 
tulation, J entered the fort, taking 
the following prifoners : 

Of the 6oth regiment. — i Cap- 
tain, 2 Lieutenants, i Enfign, 15 
Serjeants, 78 rank and file. 

Of the Maryland corps, — 1 Ser- 
jeant, 15 rank and file. 

Of the artillery. — 1 Corporal, 2 
foldiers. 

1 Workman, 2 Surgeons, 60 fea- 
men, 54 inhabitants, 51 armed Ne- 
groes, Total 284. 

I ordered the troops under arms, 
and gave them thanks, in the King's 
name, for the firmnefs they had fhewn 
in all the misfortunes they had fuffer- 
ed ; for the zeal, valour, and con- 
rtancy, they had hitherto fhewn on 
all oecafions ; and as a recompence 
for their labours, I offered them, in 
the Royal name, a third part of all 
tJieefFe&s found in the fort. 

I then fent two armed launches up 
the river to obferve the motions of 
General Qampbell. 

In the evening, I removed the 
camp under the cannon of the fort, 
and put all the ammunition and ftores 
we had in the park, trenches, and 
battery, into the magazines, but 
could only remove the 24 pounder. 
Employed alfo in taking inventories 
of every thing contained in the 
fort, and regulating the inclofed 
ordnance. 

Four mips came from New Or- 
leans with 130 of the militia, who 
had remained there for want of vef- 
fels when the expedition fet out ; in- 
cluding 26 Americans, and 27 mi- 
litia, who when the Koulkan brig 
got into the MifllfTippi were landed, 
to come the fooner by the lakes, 

The 15th, had advice that Gene- 
ral Campbell, having heard of the 
furrender of the fort, had refolved to 
retreat ; and was afiured that his 
force confifted of 1 100 regular troops, 
fome Indians, and cannon ; which 
proves, that in thefe critical circum- 
stances, with the Icait avtivity and 



vivacity in their works, they mud 
have delayed the giving up of the 
fort. 

The 1 6th, employed the troops in 
getting the cannon from the battery 
to the fort. 

The 17th, the launches that had 
been fent to watch the motions of 
General Campbell returned, with a 
Captain and 20 dragoons of the 
Englifh militia, which were taken 
prifoners at ten leagues diftance from 
Mobile. They alfo informed me, 
that General Campbell had gathered 
all the boats he could, and failed 
with his army for Penfacola, 

Fifty of the Englifh inhabitants 
took the oaths of fidelity. 

We found in the fort 36 new iron 
cannons of 12, 9, and 6 pound 
calibres, and 1 3 pateraroes, 7 half 
i*fed cannons, and 9 unserviceable, 
as much ball, grape (hot, and necef- 
fary utenfils, as were proper for the 
ufe of thefe pieces, 384 new^muf- 
quets, feveral Indian fowling pieces, 
200 quintals of powder, and other 
ftores. 

Bernardo de Galvez. 

Had not the General wanted time, 
he would have fent a lift of thofe of- 
ficers and individuals whom he is 
bound to recommend to the Royal 
confideration. He had not time, in 
this difpatch, to mention at large the 
particular merit of* Don Geronimc* 
de Giron, Colonel of the Prince's 
regiment, and fecond Commander in 
this expedition ; we can only /ay 
now, to remark in a manner worthy 
of the fervices of that officer, in the 
voyage and in the fhipwreck, that 
though his rank would not permit 
him to have the command at the at- 
tack of Mobile, that 6f Penfacola is . 
referved for him. Atthe fame time, 
an order is pafled, that the fc-oops 
may know him as^ Commander in 
Chief on that enterpr^fee, It wa^i 
him who directed from the begin- 
ning to the end, although his fingu- 
Inr modefty would hot permit hint 

o 2 , * ' . ■ M 



Digitized by 



Googk 



s 



t ioo ) 



to publifh the order, nor did the 
General take one ftep without con- 
futing him. He had the Satisfac- 
tion to approve whatever he propos- 
ed, and gives this teftimony of his 
prudence and talents in the whole of 
the aftion. 

Articles of Capitulation propofed by 
E^ias Durnford, Efq. Lieu? 
tenant -governor of the province of 
Weft Florida, Captain of engineers, 
And Commander of bis Britannic 
Majefty* s troops in fort Charlotte , 
in Mobile, granted by Signor Don 
Bernardo de Galvez, Knight 
Fenfioner of the Royal and diftin- 
guiped Order of Charles III. 
Infpeftor, Intendant and General 
Governor of the province of Lou- 
ijtana, General of this expedi- 
tion, &e* 

Article I. That the regular troops 
of this garrifon (hall be permitted to 
go to Penfacola, by the road of the 
river de los Perdidos, with their arms 
end their cartridges full, giving them 
an efcort for their baggage ; or they 
fliall be fent to that place by fea, 
without being fearched, as foon as 
can be convenient, allowing them fix 
days provifion for their journey. 
Anfwer. Refufed. 
Art. II. The firft article having 
been refufed, I afk that the troops 
ihall march out through the breach, 
drums beating, and with fixteen 
rounds in their cartridges ; that they 
ihall march along the fofle to the 
principal gate of the fort, and when 
got at fome diftance from the covered 
road, oppofite the breach, they fliall 
furrender their arms to thofe of his 
Catholic Majefty ; the Governor 
and officers mail keep their fwords, 
and (heir baggage and effects, with 
thofe belonging to the fbldiers, mall 
not be fearched. 
Anf, Granted, 

Art. Ill* The feamen, inhabi- 
tants, and workmen, fpecified in my 
lifts, fhall be free to retire to their 
dwellings, under the fame condi- 



tions granted to the inhabitants of 
the Natches, 

Anf. The feamen mail be kept 
the fame as the foldiers ; and the in- 
habitants who went into the fort, 
and took arms for its defence, mult 
furrender as prifoners of war : and in 
cafe Penfacola fhall be attacked, 
thefe inhabitants fhall (hare the fame 
fate ; that is to fay, if they took 
arms, and were made prifoners of 
war, they fhall continue fo, and fhall 
not enjoy their liberty : but if Pen- 
facola fhall not be attacked, they 
fhall be releafed within eight months ; 
but they mull fwearnotto bear arms 
during the war. The inhabitants 
who have not been in arms fhall en- 
joy the fame advantages granted, at 
the capitulation of Baton Rouge and 
Natches. 

Art. IV. The infirm and the 
wounded, who cannot be removed, 
fhall be removed as foon as their 
ficknefs and hurts will permit : they 
fhall be attended by our Phyficians 
and Surgeons, (hall have lodging, 
diet, and every afuflance gratis, at 
the fame time with the other troops 
and inhabitants. 

Anf. The fick and wounded (hall 
have the fame care with thofe of his 
Catholic Majefty's troops ; they fhall 
be attended by their own Phyficians 
and Surgeons : and his Britannic 
Majefty fhall pay all expences, ac- 
cording to the eftimates given by the 
Spanim CommifTary. When. they 
are well, they muft remain prifoners 
of war with the reft, and fhall be 
carried to join their refpe&ive com- 
panies. 

Art, V. Thofe inhabitants who 
depofited their effects in the fort, for 
better fecurity, fhall be allowed to 
colled them, and to difpofe of them 
as they fhall think moft convenient. 

Anf. All the effects found in 
the fort belong to his Catholic Ma- 
jefty. 

Art. VI. Thofe inhabitants who 

have afcited in the defence of the 

: ' - fort 
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fort (hall be treated as virtuous 
patriots. 

Anf. This is anfwered in the 
third article. 

Art. VII. Whatever goods of the 
inhabitants have been colle&ed dur- 
ing the fiege by his Catholic Majef- 
ty's troops, mall be reftored, or paid 
for, by virtue of the juftifying do- 
cuments which ihall be prefented. 

Anf. All cattle, killed for the 
fervicp and maintenance of his Ca- 
tholic Majefty?s forces, mall be paid 
for, on proof given that the owners 
had not taken arms, or were not in 
the condition of being treated as 
enemies. 

Art, VIII. Whatever deferters, 
of any nation whatfoever, (hall be 
found in the fort, they ihall be 
treated as the other troops, and not 
looked upon as enemies of State. 

Anf. All deferters found, ihall 
be treated as the other prifoners. 

Art. IX. The prifoners ihall have 
a daily . allowance of provifions till 
they are exchanged. 

Anf. The prifoners ihall have a 
daily allowance, at the expence of 
his Britannic Majefry, according as 
it fhall be rated in the eftimate of the 
Spanifti Commiffary. 

Art. X. The foldiers ihall not be 
permitted to feparate from the troop 
or company in which they are enrol- 
led, or go into any other fervice. 

Anf. The foldiers fhall be fo 
treated, that there ihall be no fufpi- 
cion of any defign to oblige them to 
quit their old fervice for any other ; 
but they fhall be free to engage in 
that of Spain, if they defire it, of 
their own free 1 will. 

Art. XI. The fort ihall be fur- 
rendered to the troops of his Catho- 
lic Majefly to-mcrrow the 14th inft. 
at ten o'clock in the morning. 

Anf, Granted. 

Elias Durnford. 
Fort Charlotte, at Mobile, 
March 13, 1780. 

Bernardo de Galvez. 
p«w^ at Mobile* March i$, 17 So. 



Additional article. The befieged ? 
fhall, bona fide, deliver to the Com- 
miflaries, appointed to receive them, 
all the ammunition, arms, artillery, - 
powder, provifions, and other effects, 
that exifl in the fort at the time of 
capitulation, without fpoiling or . 
concealing any thing. . „" . 

Bernardo de Galvez. 
Elias Durnford, 

By a return accompanying the 
above journal, we have had in the 
above expedition killed Don Pedro 
Borelle, Lieutenant of militia, and 
volunteer engineer; and 7 rank and 
file. 

Wounded, Don Enrique Grima- 
refh, Captain of the regiment of Na- 
varre, and Serjeant-major of the 
trenches ; Don Luis Ferrezas, Lieu- 
tenant of the navy ; Don Enrique 
Defpres, Captain of militia and Ad- 
jutant to the Major-general ; and 9 
rank and file. , 

Although the enemies mull have 
fuffered more in the defence of the 
fort, yet Don Bernardo de Galvez 
cannot as yet fend a correct account 
of their killed and wounded, as the 
Englifh have been very careful to 1 
conceal it. 



Tranjlation of M. De La Moth? 
PiQjr et'j account of an a Hi on <witb 
fome Englijh men of war, taken 
from the French paper, puhlijhed at 
Cape Francois, zSth March, 1780. 
We began to look impatiently for 
the fo long defired and expe&ed ar- 
rival of M. de la Mothe Piquet, 
Chef d'Efcadre, when on the 20th, 
a fignal from the beacon announced 
a number of mips, which could not 
get in that day, but were known to 
be merchant veflels, from Martinico; 
this was confirmed upon their arrival 
the next day. We learned from them 
that the Amphitrite frigate had been 
fent to Porto Rico, and that the 
King's mips had parted from the con- 
voy on Sunday the 19th, in order to 
give chace to fome of the enemy's 
men of war. The public wifh, warm- 
ed 
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ed from that moment for ah engage- 
ment, which it was imagined mull 
have been equally glorious as advan- 
tageous for us, becaufe it Was be- 
lieved that the force was nearly equal, 
and the French Admiral was fuffi- 
ciently known to encourage the moll 
ilattering hopes. , 

Thurfday the 23d the public curio- 
fity fed, buoyed up and augmented 
by the recital of all that had palTed 
at the windward iflands, was flatter- 
ed at the fight of feveral mips that 
came in the fame day ; they proved 
to be the Amphitrke frigate, with 
four Spanifh mips under her convoy. 

The 24th and 25th, the general 
folicitude and expectation redoubled 
in proporticr. to the delay, which 
was every where e::pi lined in the 
moil favourable manner, when at 
length, on Sunday morning, the 
zSxhy the fignals marked four of 
ours, or allies, mips of war, which 
came in the fame day, and proved to 
be his Majefty's {hips, -the Annibal, 
of 74 guns ; the Diadem, of 74 ; 
the Reflechi, of 64 ; and the Am- 
phion, of 56 guns, compofmg the 
fquadron of Monf. de la Mothe Pi- 
quet. 

Upon the evening of the fame day, 
an account of the aftion was fpread 
abroad, the authenticity of which is 
no otherwife afcertained than by the 
exact conformity which appears in all 
the copies we have feen ; the form 
and tenor is as follows : 

'* On Sunday the 19th of March, 
at eleven o'clock at night, La Grange 
bearing E. N. E. at feven leagues 
diftance, we clifcovered three Ihips 
making fignals to each other, upon 
which I ordered my lignal to he made 
for the fquadron to prepare for ac- 
tion, and for the merchant fnips to 
get to windward and crowd fail in or- 
der to get into port. 

•■' The 20th, at one o'clock in the 
morning, -perceiving- that thefe fliips 
were Handing to the N. W. I made 
the f gnal to chace, and at dny-brc,ak 



we clearly difcovered three large 
mips of war (the Lion, Briftol, and 
Janus) and two 6nall veflels (two 
privateers, the Gayton and — — ), 
we continued the chace with all fail 
fet, but as there was little wind, we 
could not come within cannon mot 
until five o'clock in the evening, and 
with the Annibal only, which This 
day had the advantage in failing 
over the other (hips of the fquadron ; 
I began although alone, to engage 
the three enemy's fhips until one 
o'clock in the morning, by which* 
time they had gained upon me a lit- 
tle, and I had got nearer to our 
lhips, particularly the Diademe and 
Reilechi, for the Amphion was ftill 
at a great diftance, the former was 
n?;n enough to fupportme by eleven 
o'clock and had fired feveral broad- 
fides upon the enemy. 

" At half paft four o'clock in the 
morning, the Diademe and my fhip 
began to renew the engagement, as 
alio the Reflechi, but the dead calm 
we then had was fo very unfortunate, 
that notwithftanding all our efforts 
to gain the weather gage of the ene- 
my, we could not fucceed, nor even 
get ileerage way, although we got 
out our oars to bring our guns to 
bear. The enemy's fhip, the Janus, 
rtearelt to us, being fmall and more 
eafily worked, lay upon our quarter, 
and afterwards under our ftern, from 
whence lhe did us confiderable da- 
mage ; I was wounded at this mo- 
ment by a Iangrage fhot of a pound 
weight, which itruck me on the 
breait, but happily was almoft fpent ; 
the wound has confined me to my 
bed ; the furgeons give me hopes, 
that it will not be attended with dan- 
gerous confequences. 

" A little breeze fpringing up, 
enabled us to ftand towards our own 
flaps, whs did all that was pofiible 
to come up to cover us, without 
which we mould have been furround- 
ed by, and in the midft of the ene- 
my's three lhips. The Reflechi was 

now 
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now near enough to fupport us, the 
Diademe and Amphiqn did not delay 
joining us, and engaging the enemy, 
who began to give way afrefh ; but 
a dead calm enfuing, prevented us 
from coming up. I took that oppor- 
tunity to repair my damage. My 
officers and crew, upon this, as well 
as every other occafion, fhewcd the 
greateft bravery. The calm conti- 
nued the remainder of the day, and 
as foon as the breeze permitted us to 
make fail, we began again to giye 
chace to the enemy. 

" The 2 2d, by day-break, we 
were within cannon-mot and an half 
diftance, with a frefh breeze at E. 
N. E. and I expetted to join them in 
an hour at fartheft, to renew the en- 
gagement, when we perceived four 
fhips in chace of us. I continued 
the purfuit, however, for fome time 
longer, in order the better to recon- 
noitre them ; but at half paft fix 
o'clock, three of them were difcover- 
ed to be (hips of war. This fuperio- 
rity of ftrength did not permit my 
continuing the chace, without ex- 
pofing to too great rifque the force 
confided to my combat, I made the 
fignal to my (hips to haul their wind, 
and I determined to make the belt of 
my way to the Cape. We were then 
off St. Nicholas Mole N. N. E. at 
ten leagues dillance. One of the 
enemy's (hips appeared to us to have 
been much damaged, having had her 
main topmall fhot away; and making 
water fall. If I have not been fortu- 
nate enough on this occafion to take 
any of the enemy's (hips, it was not 
my fault, nor that of my land or fea 
officers ; they are equally above all 
praife, and were inceflantly employed 
during the heat of the aftion to in- 
fpire the crew with a part of that va- 
lour which animates them." 

From this relation it mould feem, 
that the lot of M. de la Motbc Piquet 
*was always to encounter difficulties, 
and to be a r wed by fuperior forces : 
but this action, whatever may be the 



ijueofit, muft finally be productive 
of the mod advantageous confe- 
quences to the colony, and will deli- 
ver us for fome time from theprefence 
of the enemy upon our coafts ; it 
ought certainly to obtain for this 
Commander a new tribute of praife. 
The gout did not permit him to 
land immediately on his arrival, and 
thus concealed him from the applaufe 
of a numerous and grateful crowd, 
who confider it a duty, as well as a 
pleafure, to render juftice to his me- 
rit, and whofe fentiments for him are 
independent of the favours or caprice 
of fortune. 



From the Paris Gazette, July ir, 

1780. 
Fort Royal in Martinico, May z$. 

His Majefty's fquadron under the 
command of Count de Guichen, 
Lieutenant-general of the Naval Ar- 
mies, arrived at Fort Royal on the 
2 2d of March ; fome days were fpent 
in landing the troops, flores, and 
ammunition dellined for that colony, 
and to water the mips, and difpofe 
the convoy to carry fafely to St. Do- 
mingo the provifions and other ne- 
.ceflaries for the Leeward Iflands. 

The 1 2 th of April the troops de- 
figned to be employed in the naval 
expeditions were embarked with their 
oificers, and divided on board his 
Majefty's fhips and frigates. Thefe 
troops were draughted from the regi- 
ments Viennois, Champagne, Dil- 
lon, (Irifh) Touraine, Walfh, (Irifli) 
Auxerrois, and Enghien, the volun- 
teer Grangers of the marine, the re- 
giment of Martinico, the volunteers 
de Bouille, and the artillery compa- 
nies. The chief officers under the 
command of the Marquis de Bouille, 
were the Marquis de St. Simon, the 
Marquis de Chilleau, the Vifcount 
de Damas, the Marquis de Livarot, 
the Count de Canillae, and the 
Count de Tilly. 

The fleet failed from Fort Royal 
Bay on the 13 th of April, to protect 
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-a very confiderable convoy, that 
Count de Guichen had ordered to 
put to fea the night before, under 
the charge of the Fier, of 50 guns, 
Captain the Chevalier de Turpin de 
Breuil, and the Boudeufe frigate. 

The King's fleet was compofed of 
,32 fail ; that of the enemy's at an- 
chor at St. Lucia, was pretty nearly 
equal in number, but had the fupe- 
riority in - ftrength, by having two 
three-deckers, and more 74. gun 
fhips ; but it did not appear to Count 
Guichen a fuificient obftacle to at- 
tempt forming attacks again the ene- 
my's pofleffions . 

The Englifh fleet under the com- 
mand of Admiral Rodney, having 
made no motion to oppofe the paf- 
iing the* convoy to St. Domingo, 
Count de Guichen fleered to get to 
windward of Martinico, paffing by 
the canal of Domingo, but the con- 
trary currents were fo ftrong, that it 
Was two days before the fleet reached 
the canal ; fome fhips, however, had 
gained it, when on the x6th, at fe- 
•ven in the morning, the Iphegenie, 
.Capt. Count de Kerfaint, who was 
in the rear of the fleet made the fig- 
nal of feeing the Englifh fquadron, 
The Count de Guichen then made 
the fignals for rallying, and for the 
line of battle; and did all in his 
power to get near the enemy, who 
was to windward, which did not per- 
mit the Count to attack them fo loon 
.as he could have wifhed. He then 
crouded fail to gain the windward of 
the enemy, but it was not till the 
17th when Admiral Rodney refolved 
to accept the challenge, by bearing 
down on our line. At a quarter pail 
one in the afternoon* the action be-* 
gun between our van and their rear. 
The main of the enemy was yet at a 
diftance, and it was not till half an 
hour more that the fhips next a-head 
of Admiral Rodney began to Are on 
the Couronne, in which the Count 
de Guichen was. The French Ge- 
neral hoped the Engliih Admiral 



would meet him in the line, but he 
always kept a-ftern of the Couronne, 
which made the Count de Guichen 
imagine his defign was to cut off the 
French rear-guard. In effect, Admi- 
ral Rodney manoeuvred fo as to exe- 
cute that plan, and attempted to pafs 
through a great vacancy which the 
great yawing of the A&ionnaire of 64 
guns left in our line, and had already 
doubled one of our fhips, when Count 
de Guichen made fignal for the rear 
to tack with the wind a-flfirn, and 
came up in the fame moment to cut 
off himfelf the Engliih line : but Ad- 
miral Rodney did not give him time, 
and haflened to get back to his ila- 
tion, as foon as he faw Count de 
Guichen come up to attack him ; the 
French General did the fame and 
hauled down the fignal for the fleet 
to tack. 

The two fleet being then on the 
fame tack Count de Guichen then ' 
expe&ed the Englifh Admiral would, 
at length, engage him ; but that of- 
ficer, in the Sandwich of 98 guns, 
conflantly remained a littrle before the 
Palmier, Captain the Chevalier de 
Montrel, Count de Gtficheri's Tear 
fecond; and the Couronne could 
only bring part of her guns to bear 
on the Sandwich. The Sphynx, 
Captain the Count de Soolanges ; 
and the Arteikn, Capt. Chevalier de 
Peynier, were engaged with the two 
largeft mips of the enemy's line, one 
of which was the Princefs Royal of 
98 guns, and three decks, and flood 
fuch a fuperior fire with great fjrm- 
nefs for above an hour, till the Ro- 
bufle of 74, commanded by the 
Count de Grafle, Commodore of the 
blue fquadron, to which thofe two 
mips belonged, tacked, and came to 
their affiltance, and difengaged them. 

The Count de Guichen flattered 
himfelf that the action would become 
more decifive, but his leeward fitua- 
tion did not leave him any means of 
forcing the «nemy, who had folely 
the power of pufhing the battle on 
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With vigaur, or of Slackening it. The 
French. General's furprize was ex- 
treme, when at half pall four he faw 
Admiral Rodney fet his main fail, 
and havvl his wind, with his whale 
fleet. Half an hour after we faw the 
mizeh top-maft of the Sandwich, 
who appeared much damaged, to 
fall ; and then faw the Admiral's flag 
fliifted to another lhip* Our fleet 
kept out lights all night, and fired 
fignal guns. But at day-break of 
the 1 8th the enemy's fleet was out of 
fight, and appeared no more till the 
*9th, when we faw it to leeward* 

The Count de Guichen then re- 
folved to put the wounded alhore at 
Guadaloupe, which was done whilft 
the fleet continued under fail. 

On the 20th we faw the Englifh 
fleet to leeward of Guadaloupe. On 
the 2 1 ft and aid our fleet ftrove to 
bring on a fecond action, but^as the 
enemy feemed determined not to ac- 
cept it, our General, in concert with 
the Marquis de Bouille, refolved to 
beat up to windward of the iflands, 
by the north, of Guadaloupe, to at- 
tempt otKer expeditions, which ap- 
peared to be practicable. 

The enemy having already re- 
placed at St* Chriftopher's and An- 
tigua the garrifons which they had 
embarked for the enterprise they 
deftgned againft Grenada* The 
equality of Srength of the two fleets* 
and thofe regular fieges, which were 
neceflary for the conqueft of thefe 
iflands — the French General) there- 
fore, refolved to get up to Martinico, 
and after having gaffed by the chan- 
nel of St. Lucie, to attempt taking 
poll at Gros Iflet. 

Oa the 5 th of May the fleet came 
in fight ofMartinico. 

On the 7th the Marquis de Bouille 
went on board the Courageufe fri- 
gate, and 600 grenadiers were di- 
vided into four frigates ; at night- 
fall this light fquadron made fail for 
St. Lucie. The fleet followed the ^ 
frigates to get to the opening of the 
channel by day-break.. 
* Vox.. X. 



The 8th in the morning the Chaf- 
feur lugger, Capt. Chevalier de St. 
George, who led the van of this 
little fquadron, difcovercd the ene* 
my's fleet at aachor at Gros Iflet. 
We then quitted the defign of taking 
poft there, and got ready for action. 
The Count de Guichen then plied 
off and on in fight of the Englifh 
fleet, to engage them to quit the 
channel, and come to action as foon 
as they mould be at large. But Ad- 
miral Rodney did not come out* 
Our General thinking he could not 
incite him to it, brought up the 
whole fleet, and purfued him for 
three days, with the wind abaft. 
The fleets were then got to the fouth- 
ward of St. Lucie. The Count de 
Guichen then tacked to the north, 
with the wind at eaft j but the fol- 
. lowing day it fell off to the fouth- 
eaft, and fouth-fouth-eaft.-— * This 
change gave the enemy the advan- 
tage of the wind* without which 
they feemed determined not to ac- 
cept a battle) which would have been 
decifive if our fleet had been to wind- ' 
wardi 

This portion having, on the 15 th, 
brought the van of the enemy to 
windward of the French van, the 
Count de Guichen fuffered it to en- 

fage 1 and although night was near, 
e tacked the fleet, with the defign- 
of cutting off the enemy's van, or at 
leaft making it give way. This 
manoeuvre fucceeded, and a part of 
the two fleets engaged board and 
board. The action began at feven 
o'clock, but it was too late when 
the engaged mips were not able to 
continue it, to make the whole fleet 
wear; the nearnefs of the two lines 
rendered that manoeuvre too ha* 
.zardous, by the confufion that might 
follow, for either of the two fleets to 
rifque it. 

The Count de Guichen continued 
on the tack to the northward, to 
weather Martinico, until the 19th. 
If during that interval the enemy had 
crowded fail, and profittcd of the 
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changes of the wind, they might 
have got the wind of our fleet; but 
it appeared their defign was only to 
keep us in view, 

" On the 19th in the morning, the 
Englifh fleet was at South Weft half 
weft, about four or five leagues difc 
tant from our fleet. It then feemed 
willing to gain the wind of us, and 
crouded fail. We did not increafe 
our fail, to give the Englifh hopes of 
getting the wind, and thus engaging- 
us, as they had conftantly avoided 
an adtion when to leeward. At half 
paft two the Count de Guichen, fee- 
ing that then the enemy could not 
avoid a battle, except by giving way 
entirely, ordered his headmoft fhips 
to fteer fo as to pafs before the leader 
of the Englifh van, ; to bear on it,* 
and bring it to action. 

At half paft three the firing began 
between the two head-moft ihips of 
the two vans. ;l The Englifh were' 
forced to come up to leeward ; the 
a&ton then began to be general be* 
tween the two Tines, biit at half paft 1 
four the headmoft French fhips hav- 
ing gone more large in order to fight 
olofer, and the others having fol- 
lowed in their wakes, the General 1 
made the fignal to rally, and hold the 
wind, fo that they might come Up 
ail together, and form the line to 
windward of the enemy, if they had 
a defign to tack on our rear. 

At three quarters paft four, feveral 
Englifh fhips having tacked, and * 
coming full fail on th* Iail fhips of* 
our line, the Count de Guichen 
made the white fquadron tack all 
together, with the yind afore ; then * 
the blue fquadron tacked, and he 
let the white and blue fquadron hold 



their way, fome of whofe mips were 
ftill engaged. This order was fcarcely 
executed by the white fquadron, when 
nine of the Englifh fhips- wore and 
joined their- fquadrons. 

At half paft five o'clock, our fleet 

prcfented itfelf afreih in 'good order, 

*and the enemy's bearing d©wn t<? 

their 'leewardmoft fhips, got at length 

into a line. • 

At a quarter paft fix, the two fleets 
were ranged in two lines, nearly pa- 
rallel, about two gun-mot afundcr ; 
but during the night,, the Englifh, 
according to cuftom, bore away large, 
and, at day-break on the zcth, they 
were two leagues to leeward. They 
continued going large, ;andat half 
paft three in the afternoon we couldf 
only fee their top-mafts. The z'ift 
we had quite loft fight of them, and 
judging they were gone to St. Lucie, 
or Ba*adoes, the Count de Gui- 
chen made fail for Martinico. 

It appears that the enemy's van- 
guard was ' much hurt* News has 
come from St. Lucie that four of, 
their fhips got in almoft wrecks, and 
a fifty totally unfit for fervicc. The 
reft of the Engliin fleet retired to 
Barbadoes. 

The French fleet having no more 
than fix days water left, anchored on. 
the zzd at Fort Royal. 

The Count de vjuichen gives in- 
finite praife to the manner in which ' 
the ihips fought, and to each Cap* 
tain in particular ; alfo, the greateft 
encomiums on the conduct and' 
bravery of the ftafF officers of the 
fhips and troops ; alfo on the firro- 
nefs of the crews, which could be 
equalled only by that of thefokjiers 
on board, in all the three actions. 
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Battle of the French Fleet* 


: 


Blue and White Squadron, or Van* 


Le Deftia 


- 


- 74 Comte du Mait7 Goimpy 


Lfc Vengeur - 


- 


- 64 Chev. de Retz 


be' St. Michel - 


- 


- 60 d'Aymar 


Le Pluton 


- 


- 74 Ch. de la Marthonie 


Le Trioraphant - 


- 


So Comtede Sade, Commodore 



Le 
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Le SrmYer.1t n * 
Lc Solitaire - 
Le Citoyen 

Le Caton 
La Viftoire 
Le Fen dan t 
La Couronne 
Le Palmier 
J/Jndi«i 
L'Actionnairc 

J/Intrepide 

Le Triton 

Le Magn tuque 

Le Robuilc 

t>c Sphinx 

Le Dauphin Royal 

L'Artefien 

L'HercuIe - 

.La Refolue 

L'lphigenie 

La Courageufe 

La Medee 

La Genulle 

La Ceres, corvette 

Le Chafl'eur, louvre 

Le lively, cutter 
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- 74 Chev. de Glandevez 

- 64 Comte de Cice- Champion 

- 74 Marquis de Nieuil. 
If hit c SyusdrtM, er Maui Body* 

- 64 Le Comte de Framond 

- 74 Le Chev. d'Albert-Saint-HypoIlte 
% - - 74 Marq. de Vaudreuil 

- 8 j Comte de Guichen, Central 

- 74 Chev. dc Monteil 

- 64 Chev. de Balleroy 

- 64 1'Archantcl 
BUt Squadrvni or Rear Guard* 

- 74 Duplets- Parfcault 

- 64 De Boades 

- 74 Chevalier de Brach 

~ 74 Comte de GrafTe, Ccmmtdort 

- 64 Comte de Soulanges 

- 74 Mithon de Genouilly 

- 64 Chev, de Peynier 

- 74 Comte d'Amblimont 

FrtgAUt, 

- Chev. de Ponteves Gyen 

- Comte de Kerfaint 

- - Ch.dc la Rigaudiere 

- Marq* de Kergariou 
De la Villebrune 

r - Marq. de Tr aver fay 

- Ch. de Saint Georges 
Pommelee, 



1 1 Officer* killed, and 28 wounded, 

Subaltern omcers and foMiers, 59 killed, and 196 wounded. 

Of the crews of the different IhipSj 88 men killed, and 596 wounded. 

Total killed, j 5H. 

Ditto wounded t 820. 



The Crisis, No. \ Iff. 
Addrrjfcd So ihe People cf England 7 by 
the J at bur pf Common Senfe. 
The people of America by anti- 
cipating ciitrefa had fortified their 
minds again It every (pedes you could 
inijicL Th^y had refolved to aban- 
don their homes to refign them to 
dcilruc"Hon, and to feek'new fettje- 
ments rather than fubmit. Thus 
familiarized to misfortune, before it 
arrived, they boiv their portion with 
the le£ regret. The juftnefs of their 
cauie was % continued iource of con- 



folation, and the hope of final victory, 
whkJi never left them, ferved to 
lighten the load, and fwceten the 
cup allotted them to dpnk. 

But when their filtering mail be- 
come your\ and invafion be trans- 
ferred upon the invader?;, you will 
have neither their extended vvilder- 
11 eft to Hy to, their caufc tq comfort 
you, nor their hopes to reft on. 
D iltre fs with them was fharpened by 
no felf-rqlleftion. They had not 
brought It on themfelves. On the 
contrary, they had by every pro- 

P a c.eeding 



; 



Thia ililp was not in the fir ft action, as me was then repairing at Fort 
Rv ^m in the two offcc> , 
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eeeding endeavoured to avoid it, 
and had defcended even below the 
mark of congreffional character to 
prevent a war,. The, national hon- 
our or the advantages of indepen- 
dence were matters, which, at the 
commencement of the difpute, they 
had never ftudie'd, and it was only 
at the laft moment that the meafure 
was refolved on. Thus circum- 
ftanced, the/ naturally and confci- 
entioufly felt a dependence upon Pro- 
vidence. They had a clear preten- 
tion to it, and had they failed therein, 
infidelity hall gained a triumph. 

Eut your condition is the reverfe 
of theirs. Every thing you* fuffer, 
you have fought; nay, had you 
created mifchiefs on purpofe to in- 
herit them, you could not have fe- 
£ured your title by a firmer deed. 
The world awakens with no pity at 
your complaints. You felt none for 
others; you deierve none for your- 
felves. Nature does not intereft her^ 
felf in cafes like your's; but,*on 
the contrary, turns from them with 
diflike, and abandons them to pu- 
niftment. You may now present 
memorials to what Court you pleafe, 
but fo far as America is the object, 
none will Iiften. The policy of Eu- 
rope, and the propenfity there is in 
every mind to curb infulting am- 
bitioa, and bring cruelty to judg- 
ment, are unitedly againft you ; and 
where nature and intereft reinforces 
each other, the compact is too intw 
mate to be diffolved. 

Make .but the cafes of others your 
own, and your own theirs, and you 
will then have a clear idea of the 
whole. Had France acted towards 
her Colonies as you have done, you 
would have branded her with every 
epithet of abhorrence i and had you 
Irke her ftept in to fuccour a flrug- 
gling people, all Europe muft have 
echoed with your own applaufes. 
But entangled in the paffioii of dif- 
pute, you fee it not as you ought, 
and form-opinions thereon which fuit 
with no intereft but your own. You 



wonder America does not rife in 
union with you to impofe on herfelf 
a portion of your taxes, and reduce 
herfelf to unconditional fubmiflion. 
You are amazed that the Southern 
Powers of Europe do not aflift you in 
conquering a gjuntry which is after- 
ward to be turned againft themfelvesj 
and that the Northern ones do not 
contribute to reinftate you in Ame- 
rica, who already enjoy die market 
for naval ftores by this reparation. 
You feem furprized that Holland 
does not pour in her fuccours to 
maintain you miftrefs of the feas, 
when her own commerce is fuffering 
by your act of navigation, or that 
any country fhould ftudy her own 
interefts while your's is on the car- 
pet. 

That America is beyond the reach 
of conqueft, is a fact which expe- 
rience has fhewn, and time con- 
firmed ; and this admitted, what, I 
afk, is now the object in contention? 
If there be any honour in purfuing 
felf-deftruction with inflexible pa£ 
fion ; if national filicide be the per- 
fection of national glory, you may, 
with ail the pride ofcrhninal happi- 
ne*ft, expire unrivalled.' But when 
the tumult of war fhall ceafe, and 
the tempeft of prefent paflions be 
fucceeded by calm reflection, or when 
thofe *who furvive its fury, {hall 
fcarcely 'be able to discharge the 
intereft of the one, and no potfible 
remedy be left for the other ; idgas, 
far different to the prefent, will anfc, 
and embitter the remembrance of 
former follies. 'A mind difarmed of 
its rage, feels no 1 pleafnre in con- 
templating a frantic -quarrel. Sick- 
nefs of thought, thefure confequence 
of conduct like your's',- leaves no abi-J 
Hty for enjoyment, no relifh for re* 
fentment ; and though ; like a man 
in a* fit, you feel not the' injury of 
theftruggle, nor diftinguifl* between 
ftrength and difeafe, the weaknefs 
will neverthelefs be proportioned to 
the violence, and the fenfe of pain 
increafe with the recovery. 
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To what perfon, or to what fyftem 
of politics you owe your prefent flate 
of wretchednefs is a matter of total 
indifference to America. They have 
contributed, however unwillingly, 
,to fet her above thcmfelvcs ; and ihe, 
4n, the tranquility oftcongueft, re- 
signs the enquiry. The c$fe now is 
not f© properly who begun the war, 
as who continues it. That there are 
men in all countries to whom a flate 
' of war is a mine of wealth, is a faft 
never to be doubted. Characters 
like thefe naturally breed in' the pu- 
trefaction of diftempered times, and 
after fattening on* the difeafe, they 
perifh with it, or,' impregnated with 
the flench, retreat into obfcurity. 

But there are feveral erroneous 
notions to which you likewife owe a 
fhareof your misfortunes, and which, 
if continued, will only increafe your 
trouble and your lofies. An opinion 
hangs about the gentlemen of the 
minority, that America would relifh 
ineafures ttnder their adminiftration, 
which fhe would not from the prefent 
cabinet. On this rock Lord Chatham 
would have fplit, had he gained the 
helm ; and feveral of his furvi&rs 
are fleering the fame courfe. Such 
diflin&ions in the infancy of the ar- 
gument had fome degree of foun- 
dation, but they now ferve po other 
purpofe than to'lengthen out a war, 
in which the limits of the difpute 
being fixed by the fate of arms, and 
guaranteed by treaties, are not to be 
changed or altered by trivial circum- 
ftances. 

iThe miniftry and many of the 
minority facrifice their' time in dif- 
putirtgon aqueftion, with which they 
have nothing to do, namely, Whether 
America fhall be independent or 
not*?' Whereas the only queftion that 
can'come'un^er their determination, 
is,'* Yfaether drey tyill accede' to it or 
not? They confound a military ques- 
tion with a political one, and under- 
take to fupply by a vote, wh'at they 
loft by a battle. Sav, flic ihail not 



be independent, and it will fignify as 
much as if they voted againfl a de- 
cree of Fate ; or fay, that fhe (hall, 
and fhe will be no more independent 
than before. Queflions, which when 
determined, cannot be executed, 
1 ferve only to fhew the folly of dif- 
pute, and the weaknefs of difpu- 
tants. 

From a long habit of calling Ame- 
rica your own, you fuppofe her go- 
verned by the fame prejudices and 
conceits which govern yourfelves. 
Becaufe you have fet up a particular 
denomination of religion to the ex- 
clufion of all others, you imagine ihe 
mufl do the fame; and becaufe you 
have cheriihetwm unfociable narrow- 
nefs of mind, againft France and 
Spain, you fuppofe her alliance muft 
be defective in friendfhip. Copying 
her notionsjof the world from you, 
fhe formerly thought as you in- 
flrufted ; but now feeling herfelf 
free, and the prejudice removed, ihe 
thinks and adls upon a different 
fyftem. It frequently happens, that 
in proportion as we are taught to 
diflike perfons and countries not 
knowing why, we feel an ardour of 
efleem upon a removal of the miflake: 
it feems as if Something was to be 
made amends for, and we eagerly 
give in to every office of friendfhip, 
to atone for the injury of the error,. 

But perhaps there is fornething in 
the extent of countries, which among 
the generality of people, infenfibly 
communicates extenfion of the lni*d. 
The foul of an Iflander, in its native 
ftafe, feems bounded by the foggy 
confines of the water's edge, ancTall 
beyond affords to him matters only 
for profit or curiofity, not for friend- 
ship. His ifland is to him his world, 
arid fixed that his every thing centers 
In it ; while thofe, who are inhabit- 
ants of a continent, by caftingftheir 
eye over a large field, take in like- 
wife a larger intellectual circuit, and 
thus approaching nearer to an ac- 
quaintance with the univerfe, their 
r* ■■ ;'■' : ,: ! ' atmofphero 
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atmofphere of. thought is extended, - 
and their liberality 611$ a wider fpace. 
In fhort, our minds feem to be mea- 
fared by countries when we are men ; 
as they are by places, when we are 
children; and until fomething hap- 
pens to difentangle us from the pre- 
judice, we ferve under it without 
perceiving it. 

In addition to this, it may. be re- 
marked, that men who fhidy any 
univerfal fcience, the principles of 
which are univerfally known, or ad- 
mitted,- and applied without dif- 
tin&ion to die common benefit of all 
countries, 'obtain thereby a larger 
fhare of philanthrophy than thofe who 
only fludy national arttrand improve- 
ments. Natural philofophy, mathe- 
matics, and agronomy, carry the 
mind from the country to the creation, 
and give it a fitnefs fuited to the ex- 
tent. It was not Newtoft*s honour, 
' neither could it be his pride, that he 
was an Englishman ; but that he was 
a philofopher : the Heavens had libe- 
rated him from the prejudices of an 
ifland, and fcience had expanded his 
foul as boundlefs as his fludies. 



Boften, Jpril 24. According, .to 
fame paragraphs in the Loudon pa- 
pers, Congrefs is amvulfed—^ju 
paper currency is ftqpt — all America 
is in a mob — Washington is dead — : 
and the United States are gathering 
in a body to furrender themfelves to 
the mercy of General Clinton. 

Laft Monday died Mr. Chriftopher 
Monk, who has been long languim- 
ing of the wounds he received on the 
evening of the 5th of March, 1770 — 
an evening which will be ever me- 
morable for the moft wanton, and 
cruel maiTacre that ever difgraced 
human nature. Thofe who then 
fell, may be juftly ftiled the Martyrs 
in the caufe of America, whofe blood, 
Simulated their f.dlow - citizens to 
thofe glorious exertions, whereby two 
Eritifh regiments were driven out of 
fhis metropolis, and fuch a fpirit 



raifed through this and the other 
dates, as greatly contributed to the^ 
prefent independency of the Colo- 
nies. 

Nqrvricb, April 27, (hi Connecticut ) 
This year's campaign feems to be. 
draught with intcrcfling cvent|. ; 
When we, look to Europe, we there 
behold the contending parties be- 
coming more and more ferious in 
their determinations, Formidable 
preparations are making equally fo 
by Britain, as well as all the other 
belligerent powsrs. When we turn 
our eyes to the Weft India iflands, 
we there fee the fan^e dexterous game 
playing. Again, ^when we look to 
Gibraltar, we find that Britain in- 
tends to ufe her molt rlrenuous, efforts 
in keeping pofTeflion of that very 
important fortrefs; and on the other 
hand, Spain appears to be deter- 
mined to reduce it' under her do- 
minion. 

The United Provinces, during . 
the conteit, have- manifested a friendly, 
difpofition to thefe United States: 
on viewing the obligations they are 
under to the Engliih nation, and the 
termi of treaty entered into at the laft 
peace, the inference is plain thac they 
dp not mean to take an aclive part in 
favour of Britain, eUe they would - 
have done it before this time. The 
taking of fundry Dutch veffels, by 
the Englifh, of late, will pave the, 
way to fome happy overture,— The 
capital power of Ruma(notwithftand- - 
ing the boafts of Britain, that Sk 
would, at firft afking, lend her afTiit- 
ance to cruih the rebellious Ame- 
ricans) conducts herfelf in a manner ; 
highly foreboding a defire that Ame- 
rica may be rendered free and inde- 
pendent ; nay, it is fo manifeftly the 
intereft of all the European powers, 
to have fuch an event to take place, 
that we may juftly fay (as Lord. 
North wecpingly con/eft in theHoufe 
of Commons) Britain is left witkput,.: 
an ally The Carolinas wili>J>e the 
feat of war this furnmer. Perhaps $he. A 

enemy 
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enemy* may think it will deferve the 
name of an important achievement; 
by Tallying out in- parties upon our 
defenceless towns on the fea* coaft; 
but it would be well for them to re- 
member it is poifibltf that the ex- 
pence will not compenfate for the 
advantages that they may think to 
gain thereby. * 

At a General Affembly ofihp Governor 
and Company of the State ef Con- 
ne3itut % in America, bnldtn at 
Hartford (by fptcfal 'order of the 
Governor-) on the I yb day of 
t Aprils Anno D:n:ini, 1780 ; 
An A3 for efablijhing of public 
Credit^ and to provide for the exi- 
gencies of the State : 
Whereas his Excellency the Go- 
vernor has communicated to this. 
General Aflembly an Acl or Refolu- 
tion of the Honourable Congrefs of 
tlie United States, pa/Ted the iSth 
day of March, 1780, in the words ' 
following, that is to fay, ' 

" In Congress, March 13, 1780. 
" Thefe United States having 
been driven into this juft* and hecef- 
fary war, at a time when no regujar 
civil Governments were eftabliihed 
of fufficicnt energy to enforce the 
collection of taxes, 6r to provide 
funds for the redemption of fuch 
bills of credit as their necetfities 
obliged them to i flue, and before the 
powers of Europe were fufStiently 
convinced of (he jultice of their 
caufe, or of the probable event of 
•he controverfy, to afford them aid 
or credit. Inconfequence of which, 
their bills increafing in quantity 
beyond the fum neceflary for the 
purpofe of 2 circulating medium, 
and wanting, at the fame time, fpe- 
cific funds to reft on for their re- 
demption, they have feen them daily 
fink in value, notwithstanding every 
effort that has been made to fupport 
the fame ; infomuch, that they are 
now palled by common confent in 
moll parts of thefe United States, at 



lead' thirty-nine foftiethsi)elow their 4 * 
nominal value, and ftilt remain in 2 
ftate of depreciation, whereby the' 
community fatfers f great injuHJce, 
the public finances are deranged, and 
the'necclfary "difpofition r s for the de- 
fence of the country are much im- 
peded and perplexed : and as effec- 
tually "to remedy thefe evils, for 
tfhkh purpofe the United States are 
now become competent, their inde- 
pendence being well , aflured, their 
civil Government r" flab limed and vi- 
gorous, and the fpirit of their citizens' 
ardent for exertion; it is nece/Tary. 
fpeedily to reduce the quantity of 
the paper medium" in circulation, 
and to eftablifh and appropriate funds, 
that ihall enfure the punctual re- 
demption of the Bills/ 

" Therefore 

'"* Refolyed,\ /That the feveral 
States continue ; to bring into the. 
Continental Treafury, by taxes or 
other wife, their full quotas of fifteen 
millions of dollars, monthly, as af- 
figned them by the rcfolution of the 
7th of October, 1775, a claufein thc j 
refolve of the 23d of February la ft, \ 
for relinquiihing two-thirds of the 
faid quotas to the contrary notwith- ^ 
iftanding ; and that the States be fur- , 
ther called on to make provifion for ' 
continuing to bring into the faict 
Treafury their like quotas monthly, ' 
to the month of April, 1781, inr 
clu five. 

" That diver and gold be receiv- : 
able in payment of the faid quotas, 
at the rate of one Spanifh milled 
d6llar in lieu of forty dollar* of the" 
bills now in circulation. 

" That the faid bills as paid in, 
except for the months of January 
and February paft, which may be ne- 
ceflary for the difcharge of pafl 
contracts, be not re-IfTued, but de- 
ftroyed. 

" That as faft as the faid bills , 
mall be brought in to be deftroyed, 
' arid funds ihall be ^eflabtifhed as 
heaeafter mentioned for other bills. 

other 
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©ther bills be iffued, not to exceed, 
on any account, one twentieth part 
of the nominal fum of the bills 
brought in to be defboyed. 
m > " That the bills which fliall be 
afiued, be redeemable in fpecie, 
within fix years after the prcfent, and 
bear an intereft at the rate of five 
per cent, per annum, to be paid alfo 
in fpecie at the redemption of, the; 
bills, or at the election of the holder 
annually, at the refpective Conti- 
nental Loan-Offices, in fterling bills 
of exchange, drawn by the United 
States, or their Commiffioners in 
Europe, at four (hillings and fixpence 
fterling per dollar. 

" That the faid new bills ifTue oh 
the funds of individual States for 
that purpofe eftablifhed, and be 
figned by perfons appointed by them, 
and that the faith of the United 
States be alfo pledged for the pay- 
ment of the faid bills, in cafe any 
State on whofe funds they fhall be 
emitted, fhould, by the events of 
war, be rendered incapable to re- 
deem them ; which undertaking of 
the United States, and that of draw- 
ing bills of exchange for payment of 
intereft, as aforefaid, fhall be indors- 
ed on the bills to be emitted, and 
figned by a Commiffioner to be 
appointed' by Congrefs for that 
purpofe. 

" That the face of the bills to be 
emitted, read as follows, viz. 

," The pofleflbr of thii bill fhall 
be paid Spanifh milled dollars, 

by the thirty-firft day of December, 
1786, with an intereft in like money, 
at the rate of five per cent, per an- 
num, by the State of , ac- 
cording to the Aft of the Legiilature 
of the faid State, of the day 
of , 1780." 

" >And the indorfement fhall be 
as follows, viz. 

*' Thp United States enfure the 
payment of the within bill, and will 
draw bills of exchange for the inte- 
reft annually, if demanded, accord* 



ing to a resolution of Congrefs of 
the 18th day of March, 1780." 

" That the faid new bills fhall be 
ftruck under the direction of the 
Board of Treafury* in due proportion 
for each State,, according to- the faid 
monthly quotas, and lodged in the 
Continental Loan-Offices, in the re- 
fjje&ive States, where the Commif- 
femers to be appointed by Congrefs, 
in conjunction with fuch perfon as 
the refpe&ive States appoint, fhall 
attend the figning of the faid bills, 
which fhall be compleated no, falter 
than in the aforefaid proportion of 
orte to twenty of the other bills 
brought in to be deftroyed, and 
which fhall be lodged for that pur- 
pofe in the faid Loan-Offices. 

" That as the faid new bills are 
figned and compleated, the States, 
reflectively, on whofe funds they 
iflue, receive fix tenths of them, and 
that the remainder be fubjeel to the 
orders of the United States, and 
credited to the States on whofe funds 
they are iflued, the' accounts whereof 
fhall be adjuited agreeably to the 
resolution of the fixth of Oftober, 

1779- 

" That the faid new bills be; 
receivable in payment of the faid 
monthly quotas, at the fame rate as 
aforefaid of fpecie, the intereft there* 
on to be computed to th« refpeftive 
States, to the day the payment be* 
comes 4ge. 

" That the refpeftive States be 
charged with fuch parts of the in- 
tereft, on the faid bills, as fhall be 
paid by the United States in bills " 
of exchange, and she accounts there- 
of fhall be adjufted agreeably to the 
refolution aforefaid of the 6th of 
October, 1779- ' 

* c That whenever intereft on the 
bills to be emitted fhall be paid, 
prior to their redemption, fuch bills 
fhall be thereupon exchanged for 
other of the like tenor, to bear date 
from the expiration of the year, for 
which fuch intereft is paid-. 

" That 
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f *« That the feveral States be cal- 
led on to provide funds for their 
quotas of the faid new bills, to be fo 
productive as to fink or redeem one 
Jixth part of them annually after the 
firft day of January next. 

" That nbthing in the foregoing 
refblutions fhall be conftrued to ai* 
certain the proportions of the ex- 
pence incurred by the war, which 
each State, on a final adjuftment, 
ought to be charged with, or to ex- 
clude the claims of any State to have 
the prices at which different States 
have furnifhed fupplies for the army 
hereafter taken into confideration, 
and equitably adjufted. 

" That the foregoing refolutions, 
with a letter from the Prefident, be 
difpatched to the executive of the 
feveral States, and that they be 
requeued to call their Affemblies, if 
not already convened, as fpeedily 
as poffible, to take them into imme- 
diate confideratiort, to eftablifh ample 
and certain funds for the purpofes 
therein mentioned, and to take 
every other meafure to carry the 
fame into full and vigorous effeft, 
and that they tranfmit their afts for 
that purpofe to Congrefs without 
delay." 

And whereas, although this Af- 
fembly, at their feflion in January 
laft, did not then app-r&tend, as (ap- 
pears by their public act) that the 
bills of the common currency of the 
United States had depreciated mor6 
than twenty-nine thirtieths below 
the nominal value in this State, yet, 
as in the judgment of the Congrefs, 
tke mean difcount of the faid cur- 
rency within the United States was 
not, on the 1 8tb day of March laft, 
lefs than thirty-nine fortieths below 
the nominal value of the faid bills. 
This AfTembly do therefore approve 
of Congrefs having, afcertained the 
difcount of faid bills* upon the ge- 
neral principles mentioned in their 
faid aft. And whereas, this AfTem- 
bly are fully convinced of the expe- 

Vol. X. 



diency of having the faid bills called 
in and deftroyed, and alfo of the ne- 
ceffity of having the public credit 
eftablimed upon juft and permanent 
principles, * which this AfTembly are 
confident will be fully effefted, in 
cafe the meafores recommended by 
Congrefs to the feveral States fhall 
ber adopted by them. 

This AfTembly, confiding in the 
juftice of the United States, that the 
faid bills of public credit, rccom* 
mended by Congrefs, in their faid act 
of the 1 8th of March laft\ to be 
funded Upon the faith of this State, 
and redeemable according to the 
faid aft. And alfo that the 1 hills of 
the common currency* which Con- 
grefs, by their faid aft of the i8tti of 
March, referring to their aft of the 
7 th of October, 1779* have recom- 
mended to this State to call in and 
cancel, which requifitions of Con- 
grefs do, in thefe inftances, confti- 
Uite an over proportion of the com- 
mon debt belonging to this State, 
but wiiich Congrefs, in prefent cir- 
cumftances* have judged it neceflary 
td make ; but, as this AfTembly are 
fully perfuaded, that whatever great- 
er fliare* than a juft proportion of 
public burden, in thefe lnftamces fhall 
fee borne by this State, wiM hereafter 
be equitably confiderexl by Congrefs 

DO THEREFORE DECLARE, that 

they will, as faft as the circumftance* 
of this State will admit, call in and 
deliver to be deftroyed, fo many of 
the bills of the common currency of 
the United States* as Congrefs, by 
their faid aft of the 18th of March,, 
have requested this State to call in 
and cancel* And that this AfTembly 
will eftablifh and appropriate certain 
and fufficieiit funds to redeem the 
bills of public credit, which Con- 
g«fs, by their faid aft of the i&th 
of March* have requefted might be 
iffeted upon the faith aitfl authority 
of this State. 

Therefore, bt it tnaQed ; and it it 
en a fled by the Gcvernor* Council, and 

Q^ R ej> re/entativrs, 
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Repr$fentati*ueS) in General Court a/* 
fembledy and by the authority of the 
fame. That to redeem the bills of 
public credit, infpecie, -according to 
the terms of faid aft of Congress of 
the f 8 th of March lait ; which bills 
this aflembly hereby order to iflue, 
»pon the faith of this State, 'the fol- 
lowing funds be, and they hereby 
are eftablifhed and appropriated for 
the fole purpdfe of redeeming faid 
bills, according to the true intent 
and meaning of faid aft of Congrefs^ 
And therefore this aflembly grant 
that a tax be, and the fame is hereby 
granted, on the polls and rateable 
eftates of the inhabitants of thi9 
State, on the lift which fhall be 
brought into the General Aflembly 
in the year I780, of feveii-pence*, 
lawful money, on the pound payable 
$0 the Treafurer of this State, otx 
the 31ft day of December, .which, 
will be in the year of our Lord, 1781, 

And that five other taxes be, and 
the fame are hereby granted on 
the polls and rateable eftace of the* 
inhabitants of this State, of feven^ 
pence,, lawful money, on the pounds 
on each refpe&ive lift, which (hall 
be brought into the General Afl'embly 
of this State, in and from, the year 
1 78 1, to. the year 1785, inclusive. 
Each of which five lait mentioned 
taxes, (hall be paid yearly to the 
Treafurer of this State* on the 3 1 ft 
day of December, in every year, ixw 
and from the year .1782,- to the yeajs 
1786, inclufive. > 

Which rejpeftive : taxei /hall 1?Q 
paid in any o£ the bills of. public 
credit which fhall, and. by this ac\ 
are ordered: to- be iflued upon the 



faith of this State, or in bills which 
(hall iflue upon the faith, and under 
the authority of any of the United 
States, agreeable to faid aft of Con- 
grefs of the 18 th of March laft, or 
in Spanifh milled dollars, computing 
each dollar at fix millings lawful 
money, or in other lawful current 
coins of gold and filver in that pro- 
portion. And that the Treafurer be, 
and is hereby direfted, feafonably to 
iflue his warrants, to collect each of 
the aforefaid taxes, agreeable to this 
aft. 

That as fall as any of the faid 
bills, which mall iflue upon the faith 
of this ftate, fhall be collected by any 
pf faid taxes, and brought into the 
Treafury, they fhall be deflroye,d by 
fuch perfons as the General Aflembly 
of this State fhall appoint for that 
purpofe ; and that if any bills of 
public credit fhall be collected into 
the hands of the Treafurer, which 
have iflued npon the faith of any of 
the United States, agreeable to faid 
aft of Congrefs, it fhall be the duty 
of the Treafurer to exchange them 
for fuch bills of this State as afore- 
faid, which fhall be in pofleflion of 
any public Treafurer of any of the 
United States, and he fhall alfo ob- 
ferve any Other mode of exchange for 
the bill of this State, as aforefaid, 
as he fhall hereafter be direfted by 
the General Aflembly of this State. 

That all the fpecie," or fo much 
thereof as fhall be neceflary, which 
fhall be collected and paid to the 
Treafurer, in any of the faid taxes, 
be, and the fame is hereby appro- 
priated, to redeem the faid bills 
iflued upon the credit of this State* 



- * This tax, ♦remarkably low as it is for a country fo many years at war, 
will, at the-end' of fix years (the time limited by the law) overpay the pre- 
fect debt 0/ the State ef Connecticut, fifty thoufand pounds of their lawful 
money : -the tax is reaj&red flill lower by the mode of afleflment, for in. 
CpHnefticu> tfcey jto apt rate property as in others of the States, by ap- 
pointed afleflbrs, but by a method prefcribed bylaw, which is fo generally 
&vourabJo to the people, as to reduce the tax to* not more than a penny in 
$he pound upon -the r^al value of eftate?* 

as 
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as aforefaid, which fhall not orhcr- 
wife be collected into the .hands of 
the Treafurer, and deftroyed as 
aforefaid. And that the Treafurer 
of tins State be, and he is hereby di- 
rected to pay the fpecic, which fhall 
be fo collected, to the poffeflbrs of 
fuch bills, as fhall have iflucd as 
aforefaid, upon the credit of this 
State, whenever they fhall make ap- 
plication therefore, after the 31ft day 
of December, which fhall be in the 
year of our Lord, 1786. 

That William Pitkin, George " 
Wyllys, Benjamin Payne, Efquires, 
and Mr. William Lnwrsncc, be a 
Committee to %n faid bills in behalf 
of this State, and that none of faid 
bills be figned by lefs than two of 
the faid Committee. That it fhall 
be the duty of the faid Committee 
as faft as faid bills fr^all be figned and 
compleated, according to faid aft of 
Congrefs, to depofit fix tenths of 
them in the hands of the Treafurer 
of this State, for the ufe of this 
State, and to leave or depofit four 
tenths of faid bills in the hands of 
the LoanOrHcer of the Dnked States, 
in this State, to be fubject and liable 
to the draughts and orders of Con- 
grefs. And faid Committee are 
Hereby directed, that jn tranfacting 
faid bufinefs, they do not at any 
time leave, have, or depofit more 
of faid tjllls, compleated as afore- 
faid, than according to the above 
proportion, either in the . hands of 
/aid Treafurer or Loan Officer, as 
aforefaid, and that faid Committee 
take proper receipts of faid Treafurer 
and Loan Officer, for ail fuch bills as 
fhall be fo compleated and left and 



depofited with them, and lodge the. 
fame with the Secretary; and that 
the Treafurer be f and he is hereby 
directed to deliver and pay out fuch 
bills as mail be fo compleated and 
depofited with him, according to 
law. 

And be it further enafied by th$ 
authority afore/aid, That a tax be, 
and hereby is granted on the polls 
and rateable eftate of the inhabitants 
of this State, 'of twelve millings on 
the pound, in bills of the common 
currency of the United States, on 
the lift 1779, payable to the Trea- 
furer of this State, on the firft day of 
September next : and the Treafurer 
is hereby directed to iffue his war- 
rant to collect faid tax accordingly ; 
which bills, wren collected and paid 
into the hands of the Treafurer, fhall 
notre-ifTue, but fhall be deftroyed. 

Provided nevertbelefs* That any 
perfon charged in any taxes, for bills 
of the common currency of the* 
United States, fhall have liberty to 
difcharge the fame, by paying one 
fortieth part thereof in gold and 
filver coin, as aforefaid, or in birrs 
of public credit, which have or fhall * 
ifTue upon the faith of this, or any of 
the United States, agreeably to faid 
a<5 of Congrefs of the 18th pf March 
laft, or in any bills of public credit, - 
ifTued by virtue of an aft of the Ge- 
neral AfTembly of -this State, parted 
the fixth day of January laft, any law ' 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

And it is hereby further provident 
That if any perfon, po/Tefled of any 
of the^bills "of public credit, ordered- 
to be emitted By the General "AfTem-s- 
bly, at their Teifions in January laftfv 



t It is neceflary to inform the EngH(h reader, that the State of Connee- 
ticut, in order to put their paper money on a better footing, had emitted, - 
iipon the fdle credit of that State, a fum in dollars equal to thirty thoufahd * 
pounds Englifh, by an, act paffed in January, 1780; which erni/flcn, with * 
the afHitarice of a loan was meant toeftablifh the rate of depreciation for the * 
then circulating paper,^ at thirty for. one ; but the refohrtion C^ CohgVeft of** 
*he 18th of March, 1780, appearing before "this aft wenf into efftft, It was 



thought advifeable, as a roanife; 
tlys iqarx ^d recall the vn\h x /: 



idvnr/.age to the Srtttc g^r.rra'ry, to check 

Q^2 Will 
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will apply to the Treafurer of this 
ftate, to have fuch bills exchanged 
for bills of pabtfc credit, which by 
this aft are ordered to be iflued, upon 
the faith of this (late, agreeable to 
faid aft of Congrefs of the * 8 th of 
March, fuch perfon, fo applying. 
ihall have fuch bills exchanged ; and 
the Treafurer is hereby direfted to 
exchange the fame accordingly, when 
J>e {hall be furnifhed with faid bills. 

And the Treafurer is alfo hereby 
further direfted, that whenever he 
fhall receive by exchanges, taxes, or 
in any payment, any of faid bills, 
ordered to be emitted by faid Aft of 
Anembly of the 6th of January lalt, 
tl>at he do nod in any cafe re-iffue 
the fame, but retain them in his 
hands to \>e deftroyed*. 

Be it further enafttd hy the autho- 
rity afore/ai^f That fo much of an 
a£t of the -General Aflembly of this 
ftate, pafled at their feflion in Janu- 
ary laft, proposing to borrow on the 
credit of this (late, onemillion pounds 
of the bills of the common currency 
of the United States, be repealed, 
and the fame is hereby repealed, and 
made nu^Il and void. 

A true copy of record, examined by 
QloitGE Wvllys, Secretary. 

A Supplement to the Obfer*yations on 

the Juftifying Memorial off he Court 

of London. See Page %o\ of lafl 

volume (translated from the copy 

printed fy authority at Paris,) 

in the expofition of thefafts, which 

have forced his Majefty to make 

ale of reprifals, and to difplay his 

maritime forces againiV gngland, it . 

was not thought aeceflary to unfold 

the' whole detail of the imperious 

ac4 arbitrary conduct of the court of 

London, is the £aft Indies, where a 

profound peace, and the faith of 

treaties, ifcould have fecu|ed unto 

France the peaceable' enjoyment of 

her territorial ppifeifioas, and the 

•ommefcph had p*eferye4 in thofe 

climates. Jn the obfervatjons which 

contain an anfwer to the Juftifvin* 



Memorial of that Court, the vio- 
lences fince committed in that part 
of the globe upon all the French fet- 
tlements, invaded by the Englifh 
troops before any hostilities com- 
menced in Europe, could have been 
expofed to greater advantage. If 
thefe details have been neglected, i% 
has not proceeded from a perfuafion 
that they would no; offer a ftriking 
contrail between the pacific intentions 
of the Moft Chriftian King and the 
ambitious views of England. In 
faft, thefe repeated and offenfive 
afts at that period, evidently prove, 
that his Britannic Majefty did not 
caiife the French poffeflions to be at- 
tacked, until after a premeditated 
defign to begin the war; or, af- 
ter having been fully convincod 
that the King's patience and mode- 
ration could hold out no longer 
againft his repeated infractions, his 
indifcreet pretenfions, and his accu- 
mulated denials of juilice. But his 
Majefty, deceived until this moment 
by the fentimcnts of equity, of which 
he has given repeated proofs, did 
not attribute to premeditated orders 
of the Court of London, hoftilities 
which, perhaps, might have been 
hazarded by the agents of a Com- 
pany which reigneth arbitrarily in 
the Eail-Indies. He perfuaded him- 
felf that that Court would not avow 
the tranfaftions of her fubjefts, but 
in repairing (at leafl by a tardy dis- 
approving) fuch reprehenfible ex- 
cefles ; the King would even forbear 
to bring thejn now ta-the recollection 
of Europe, if fome particular reafons 
d{d not make it necefTary thus pub- 
licly tq expofe th,e conduct of Eng- 
land towards one of his officers, who 
formerly commanded at Cfyanderna- 
gor. 

This officer, forced to quit a place 
where the attack was unforefeen, an4 
the defence impoffible, tqok refuge 
under the protection of a Sovereign 
whom theEnglifharms.aodpolicYhave 
notfubdued. But the peace had been 
violated, Hofpitality was therefore nq 

' more 
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more refpefted. .The French Com- 
mander, a victim of feduttion, was 
taken with violence from an afylum, 
which neutrality fhould have render- 
ed facred ; and, in order to cover 
fuch a culpable violation with fome 
apparent formalities, it was attempt- 
ed to declare him a prifoner, and to 
make him fubjeft to all the laws 
which the war only impofes to dif- 
armed enemies, juft as if the efFe£t of 
an illegal transaction could be more 
lawful than its caufe, and mould not 
be included in the nullity which juf- 
t;ce and the law of nations and of 
war pronounce againft fo manifeft an 
ufurpation. When, by his Majefty's 
orders, fuch fcries of irregular pro- 
ceedings were laid before the Court 
of London, far from giving that im- 
mediate Satisfaction which might 
juftly be expected, no anfwer was 
given to the difpatches, though the 
receiving of them was acknowledged. 
This filence of the Court of Great 
Britain has, at laft, determined his 
Majeity to expofe this particular af- 
fair in the cleareit light, to juftify 
the order which he has given to the 
Sieur Chevalier not to quit his do- 
minions. 

A Utter from the Sjcur Le Hoc, one 
of the Chif CommiJJicnen tf the 
Board of Admiralty , authorised by 
his Majefty to correfpond *with the 
Ctmmijjittners appointed by the King 
of England, 

Verfmlks, February I, 1 780. 
Gentlemen, 
You have been informed of the 
reduction of Chandernagor, where 
Mr. Chevalier commanded for his, 
Majefty, I mall fay nothing here of 
tl>e epocha in which this unexpected 
invafion was undertaken, when not 
the Ieaft hoflility exifted between the 
two nations \ though this obferva- 
tion, which has been fully noticed by 
alj Europe, might give great weight 
to m^ complaints \ the force of my 
OthVf arguments reader ufelefs that re- 
(le^jipn, wfach woufu make me enter 



into a political difcuffion^ to which t ; 
am not authorized ; die affair of Mr/ 
Chevalier only is the fubject of my 

letter. 

. As. I am ignorant if, in the rela- 
tions, that have been fent to your 
Court upon that expedition, the facts, 
have been ftated with that truth due, 
to Sovereigns ; I {hall in a few words 
recall them to your memory; and 
fuch is the evidence they bear, that 
it would be difficult to refute it. 

The i-oth of July, 177B, a corps 
of Englifh troops, commanded by 
Colonel Dow, inverted the gardea 
named Garathy, where Mr. Cheva- 
lier refided. This Commander, being, 
perfonally purfued, endeavoured to f 
avoid falling into the hands of the/ 
King's enemies, who were now be-' 
come his; he efcaped, and after i 
eight days march amidft dangers, he 
quitted Bengal, and arrived in the, 
town of Catek, in the province of 
Orixa, dependent on the Raja Ma- 
ratta of Nagucpoor, and at the dis- 
tance of eighty leagues from Bengal. 
He was kindly received, by the' 
Governor of that province, was lodg- 
ed in the fort, and received aflur- 
ances of the Sovereign's protection. 
One Mr, Elliot, deputed by the 
Englifh, feduced the Governor by 
prefents, and intimidated him by 
threats ; about fix hundred thoufand 
roupees were the price of his infide- 
lity, which has fince been punifhed 
by his matter; and Mr. Chevalier 
was conducted to Calcutta. The 
Council tendered him an aft, by 
which he was to acknowledge him- 
felf a prifoner of war ; and to" engage 
on his word of honour not to return to 
the Eafl-Indies, nor beyond the Cape* 
of Good Hope, as long as the war 
fhould laft, even though he fliould 
be exchanged by a cartel between the 
tvyo Crowns. This imperious and in- 
folent. Act was rejected with all the 
difdain it merited : another was fub« 
ftituted, of which a copy is inclofed 
in thi« diipatch (under No. J.) The 
• * r ■' • letter 
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&*er of M*'. Ch^rilier (N©, 2.)' 
prfents the ftrohgeft objections a- 
gsahi that engagement, and the an-' 
fwerof the Council (No. 3.) cannot* 
invalidate their foliflity. TKe French 
Governor, had but this alternative^ 
Aher to remain many years at Cal-' 
cutta, ufelefs to 'his country and him-- 
fferf; under -the weight of a hard cap- 
trvity* or to fen an aft dictated by 
the moft revpItniginjufHce, to fub- 
mit to a law impofed by force, and* 
135 return to Europe, to reclaim there 
all the rights vi61ated by an engage- 
ment, of which the records or war 
Would not offer art example among 
civilized nations: This officer took 
tftb lail refoltttioti ; and my Sove- 
reign, by approving 'of his conduct, 
has. taken upon h'imferf to claim fatis- 
laftion for this aft of injuiucc. 

The Council of Calcutta avoid in 
their anfwer alt manner of explana- 
tion npon the events which are joined 
with the taking of Mr. Chevalier; 
Ivy putting this difcuflion out of the 
<peftro», : they content themfelves' 
•witk .trfmg this remarkable phrafe ; 
4t It is fafficient that you are prifo- 
ner in our hands, and that we give 
yoq the choice to remain fo, 01* to . 
procure your perfonal freedom on 
fikh terms as we fhall think fit to 
prefenbe.'* 

What a horrid abufe of power ! 
what fubvcrfion, Gentlemen, of all 
moral and political ideas ! I mould 
look upon myfelf as guilty of ne- 
glecting the confideration which great 
nations owe to one another, if I did 
ajialyfe this afTertion, advanced as a 
principle of which it would not be 
perjnitted to doubt. 
' It is not even now to be feared 
that your Court will be fatished with 
that too trivial anfwer, when a#Iaw- 
fol fatisfaftion is avoided ; that th» 
vouchers are not come to hand, and 
that the pofitive circumftanccs of that 
e^ent are not known :' the letter . 
even of the Council include an im- • 
plicit avowal "of 'all the foc\s con- 



tained hi Mr. Chevalier's letter. It 
is in vain they endeavour to lefTen, 
by exprcflions of the fbangefl def- 
potifm, thejuflice of a demand, of 
which they fee all its force, but with * 
which they cannot combat upon 
equal ground. 

I confider as an indifpntable fait, 
that Mr. Chevalier has been fold and 
delivered up in a neutral country, in 
confequence of a criminal treachery, * 
which no flate policy can juftify/ 
Certainly, if the Europeans were fo 
unfortunate as to have any of their 
Sovereigns commit fuch arbitrary 
violations, fuch afts of violence exer-' 
cifed in their States, would be made' 
known to all the powers, and they ' 
would obtain juftice or revenge. 
Yes, Gentlemen, thefe principles are 
common to all Sovereigns. If the 
Indian Prince had not declaimed that 
outrage, which he could neither fore* 
fee nor prevent ; if even (which we. 
are far from fuppofmg, as it is con- 
tradifted by fafts) he had connived ' 
at fo difhonourable an aftion, would 
not your Court have thought, that 
the rights of the Prince, whofe fub- 
jeft was become the viftim to the 
audacity of a corrupter, and the 
treachery of a Minifler, were annihi- 
lated by the very aft which confe* 
crated the audacity of the one, and 
the treachery of the other? Fmpre^ 
fcriptive and immutable rights are not 
deflroyed by war, which, though it 
fufpends' all other connections be,-* 
tween contending nations, yet never 
weakens that of honour, and rejects 
every aftion that is not founded or» 
fuch principles. 

You will obferve, Gentlemen, 
that the queilion I have the honour 
to propofe to you, is not to know, 
whether Mr. Chevalier might be 
judged free, or confidered as a pri- 
foner. You will alledge that his let- 
ter decides that queflion ; that it is 
to that letter only we muft have a re- 
cqurfe ; that an officer is a prifoner 
from ti;e moment he acknowledges 
*'* ■■' ■ ' himfdf 
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Jiimfetf to beTuch. But this anfwer 
would be but a fubtlety, which, be- 
ingapplied to an individual, tends 
only to make that reoJamation purely 
perfonal. it is not Mr. Chevalier 
who looks back to the engagement, 
which his fituation, and the violence 
exercifed on him, obliged him to 
make ; it is his Sovereign, who com- 
plains of a public offence given to one 
of Jus fubje&s, of an attempt againft 
his liberty, committed far from the 
eye of his Britannic Majefty, who, 
Undoubtedly, will difapprove a con- 
duel he never could prefcribe to, or 
countenance in, his Subalterns, who 
have tranfgrefled their power, and 
compromised the Royal authority. 
It is before the tribunal of all na* 
tions that this caufe mould be car- 
ried, if it were pofiible that my 
Court mould not obtain fatisfaftion. 
Yours, Gentlemen, ought eagerly to 
embrace this opportunity of proving 
the redlitude of your Sovereign's, fen- 
timents ; to confent to. the exchange 
of Mr. Chevalier, would be depriv- 
ing his Britannic Majefty of the 
means of publicly difavowing an a£t 
«f injuftice and oppreflion ; the re- 
fufal of which would naturally draw 
all the odium upon him. This con- 
fideration perfuades mc, that I mould 
have fpared myfelf all this trouble : 
I even fear you will reproach me 
with injuftice for thinking, what I 
have faid, neceflary to fupport fo na- 
tural a reclamation. 

I have the honour to be, with the 
moft diftinguilhed confideration, 
Gentlemen, 
Your very humble, &c, 
(No. I*) A paper jtgncd by Mr. 
Chevalier. 

Having been, as a fubject.of France 
taiade prifoner of war, by the autho- 
rity of the Governor-general and 
Council of Fort William, in Bengal, 
and having obtained my liberry upon 
my parole, not to ferve direc~tly nor 
mdire£Uy againft the King of Great 
Britain, the Englifh Eaii-fudu Com- 



pany, or their dependents, in an J 
hoftile manner whatever, offenjive j 
or defenfively, nor give intelligence* 
nor form any combinations, rtbr do 
any thing which may prejudice their 
iatereib, until I ihall be exchanged* 
or fet at liberty by a cartel or regular 
convention between the two crown* 
of France and Great-Britain ; I do 
folemnly give my word of honour to 
leave Bengal the i ft day of December 
next, and to depart for England 
with all convenient fpeed. 
Given at Fort- William, Ocl. 1,1778. 
(Signed) Chevamea. 

(No. 2.) Letter from Mr. Chevalier 
to the Council of Calcutta, dated 

oa. 1, 1778. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeable to your orders I am 
now come to Calcutta, and have 
thereby fulfilled my engagement* 
with Mr. Elliot at Catek. You no* 
declare me your prifoner; in that 
quality you detain me here, an! 
expert me to fign my parole in the 
form you prefcribe to me, and whick 
you have fent me, added to your 
letter of the 2d ult. Permit me to 
make fuch neceflary and indifpen- 
fible objections thereto as occur to 
me ; and I flatter myfelf you ^will 
find them fo well founded as to merit 
your approbation. 

Firfi objection. By what title can 
I be confidered as a prifoner of wa# 
to the Englifh nation ? f was not 
taken or flopped by Englifh forces; 
nor by any dependent on them. I 
was at Catek, which is near forty-fivi 
leagues diftant from Bengal, and be- 
longs to Maratte. It was the Go- 
vernor of that city, who, by the 
grofleft and moil fcandalous violatioa 
of all the rights of the protection and 
hofpitality he had granted me, and 
after having even affigned me a houfe 
within the fort for my lodging — it is 
him, I fay, who, feduced T>y the 
negociations with which you intrufted 
Mr. Elliot, delivered me into hi3 
hands. It is from hence clear, that 

I can 
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1 can at moft only be confidered as a, 
prifoner to the Governor of Maratte, 
and delivered into your hands from 
caufes better known to you than to 
me. Upon fuch a title, I cannot 
think of figning my parole as ten- 
dered by you, and you muft be con- 
vinced, that you have no juft right 
to demand it. 

Second ebjtSlion. Suppofmg, in 
opposition to the reafons deduced in 
the preceding objection, that I may 
be coniidered as your prifoner ; yet, 
Gentlemen, it will be neceflary, 
that you mould give me fufficient 
proof, that war was actually declared 
in Europe between France and Eng- 
land, and that it was in confequence 
of fuch pofitive declaration, that you 
took pofleffion of Chandernagor, and 
all the French eftablimments in Ben- 
gal, as well as of all the mips of that 
nation, which were then in, or have 
fince entered, the Ganges. I am in- 
formed, by different letters received 
from Europe, dated the end of April, 
and the beginning of May, that war 
was not at that time declared. You, 
however, aflured Mr. Hocquart, > 
Commandant in my abfence, in your 
letter of the nth of Julylaft, that 
the proclamation was read in London 
the 1 8th of March, and on the 30th 
of the fame month in Paris. This 
implies fo apparent a contradiction, 
that I cannot avoid demanding the 
cleareit explanation thereof, in order 
properly to regulate my conduct; 
lor, if you have committed thefe 
Jioftilities only on the ftrength of the 
political views, and private orders of 
your company alone, there can be no 
ground for treating me as a prifoner : 
1 cannot legally acknowledge my- 
felf as fuch ; fince it is certain, that 
before any one can Be confidered as 
a prifoner of war, it will be abfo- 
lutely neceflary to prove that war 
actually exifts. 

^hird objedion. Whatever might 
be the ftate of affairs, and though 
there were a moral certainty of a de- 



claration of war, yet' it would not 
be juflifiable in me to fign a parole 
in the terms you dictate ; becaufe 
they are entirely contrary to the law* 
of war adopted by all nations, and 
of which no example can be pro- 
duced. A moft interefting matter to 
me is a claufe in this parole, which 
is a moil/di(honourabIe attack on my 
reputation, and, were I to fign it, 
would give birth to fufpicions that 
would render me contemptible in the 
face of all nations, and in the face 
of my own country in particular. ! 
What, Gentlemen, can you expect, ! 
that after taking my paflage to Eng- 
land in one, of your company's fhips, 
I mould engage never to return to 
India, nor to the Eail of the Cape of 
Good Hope, fo long as the prefent 
hoftilities Jnall continue, even though 
I mould be exchanged ! What would 
my King and his Miniilers think of 
me, h t td I the misfortune to fubferibe 
to fuch conditions? What an inju- 
rious opinion would every mind 
entertain of me ! The very idea is 
fufficient to revolt a man of ho- 
nour. You certainly have not, 
Gentlemen, properly confidered this 
matter ; otherwife, I am well per- 
fuaded, you would never have made 
to me fuch a proportion. Beiides, 
fuch a condition, leaving what con- 
cerns myfelf out of the queftlon, 
would be abfolutely void in its na- 
ture 9 for, being once exchange^ I 
recover my primitive ftate, and again 
acquire the fame kind and the lame 
extenfion of liberty which I formerly 
enjoyed, equally with the fubject of 
Great-Britain, for whom I mall be 
exchanged* What, is the EngUfhman 
to enjoy thefe privileges, and I be 
denied them ? Is he permitted freely 
to ferve his country in any part of 
the world where his duty mall call 
him, while a Governor of France 
muft be denied the fame power \ lam 
perfuaded, Gentlemen, you perfectly 
fee the force of thefe reafons for not 
tfgning my parole. As to my perfon 

and 
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4hd life, they are irt your hands, and 
at your difpofal, but my honour is 
my own* and.no power can deprive 
me of it. See y then, "Gentlemen, 
the propofal I have to iriake, and 
the only condition ■& am permitted to 
iign, agreeably to the rules of war. 

When yoa havi given me- the nioft 
formal aflurances, that war is de* 
dared between the two crowns; if, 
without any regard to the manner in 
which I was arretted and delivered 
up at Catek, you perfitt- in confi- 
dering and treating me as a prisoner 
of war, as I have no tribunal to 
which I can appeal, and mult there- 
fore fubmit, th£n I confent to fign, 
according to cuftom, die following 
pure and fimple parole ; that is, I 
folemnly engage not to ferve, di- 
tecTJy nor indirectly, agaxnft his Bri* 
tannic Majefty, or the Englim Com-? 
pany, in any hoftite manner, either 
offensively or defenfively, nor to ^ivt 
intelligence, to form combinations 
or iritrigues ; nor, laftly, to fay any 
thing which may prejudice their in- 
tereft, fo long as the-preferit war 
bettveen France and England fhall 
continue* until I fhall be exchanged 
or fet at liberty by treaty between the 
two powers. This, Gentlemen, ii 
the only parole generally received 
among all nations, and among the 
military in Europe. 

I moreover referve to myfelf the 
advantages to be derived from a 
cartel, fuch as may be agreed on 
between the two crowns, refpefting 
prifoners of war, if any fuch there* 
he ; but if no fuch eveat has taken 
place, and the firft news we fhall 
receive fhall inform us of the re- 
iteration of peace, then I muft na- 
turally be reftored to the enjoyment 
of my full liberty, and the parole I 
may have figned become abfolutely 
null and void. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Chevalier. 

(No. 3.) Letter from the Council of 
Calcutta to Mr. C H E v A L I E R , 
dated Qa. !. 1778. 
Vol. X. 



Sir, 1 
We were this day honoured with 
your letter, and we have embraced 
this early opportunity offending you 
an anfwer thereto. We apprehend 
it is" riot our province to anfwer the 
different points' you have ftarted con- 
cerning the aftual exiftence of a war, 
or to enter into explanations of our 
eonducl, which* Is due only to thofe 
from whom we derive our authority. 
It is fafficient that you are a prifoner 
in our hands, and that we give you the 
choice of remaining fuch, or of pro- 
curing your perfonal freedom on fuch 
terms as we think proper to prefcribe. 
You will find thofe terms fpecified in 
ihe parole hereunto annexed, which 
we offer to be accepted and figned by 
ybui We have mferted the con- 
dition you propofed, and we readily 
atfniit your right to be exchanged or 
fet at liberty by a cartel, or by a re- 
gular convention between the two 
Courts of Great-Britain and France. 
We cannot give "up our intention of 
fen'ding you to England ; but, as 
we underftand you wiih to take that 
voyage in one of the company's fhips, 
we freely confent thereto, in confi- 
deration of the perfenal inconve- 
niences you will experience in quit- 
ting your abode at Garathy. We 
confent to give up the pofitive 
condition, which requires that you 
remain at Calcutta,* and leave it at 
your option, after you have figned 
the parole now tendered to you, 
to remain at Garathy or here, until 
the time fixed for your departure 
fhall arrive. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Warren, Hastings, 

R. Harwell, P. Francis, 

H. Wheler. 

Extras of a Letter \ written by Mr. 

Le Hoc, to the Commijftoners of 

the Court of 'London , April 30,1780, 

The fixation of Mr. Chevalier 

every day becomes more preffing, 

and the orders of the miniftry require, 

that I ftiould positively acquaint you 
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with the intentions of his Majefiy. 
My difpatches relative to this affair, 
have given your Court all the in* 
, formation neceuary whereon to found 
your judgment. Its filence to that 
{natter cannot but be confldered as 
an evident refufal to (et Mr. Che- 
valier at liberty, of which he has 
been deprived by a moft treacherous 
conduct and violence, which, inftead 
of being countenanced, deferves to 
be puniined. This officer, who has 
not left me unacquainted with the 
force of his perfonal engagement* 
which he entered into, while pro- 
tecting againft fuch injuftice and ty* 
ranny, was not the leis difpofed tg 
go to England ; but the King ha$ 
exprefsly forbidden him to quit hit 
dominions. It is to his orders only, 
that your Court moft attribute the 
flay of Mr. Chevalier in France, if 
y$u fhould ever affeft to consider it 
as a violation of his word of honour, 
of which you can make no advantage 
without , throwing into the oppofite 
fcale the oppreffive a&s which pre-. 
ceded it. 

Finally, Gentlemen, there is but, 
one judge, between contending na- 
tions, to which, foyereigns mould, 
fubmit, and that is ta the public 
voice, whicK his Majeftyhas always. 
confidently attended to, The vio-, 
lation of thefe rights has.beea made, 
public and- confirmed in India, and 
ihould be made . known and judged 
of in Europe. I have received, or-,' 
ders to caufe to be printed air the* 
pieces relative to the feizure of Mr. 
Chevalier, and'to the reclamation > 
of him by the Court of France. Thefe 
would have, been putylimed fome 
time fince, had not Mta Sprtine 
tliougln it his duty to ^ waif i fome 
time for your anfwer 7 which could, 
not be a long time deferred. 

I have the honour to be,.&c. 
Vgrbal pr&cefi made on board the Jhjp 

Sartine, dij'patched by the Govern- » 

mevt nf. Madras, to convey to . 
* France fuch of she Frtncb nafhn 



ms 4uere r made frifoiitrs in tht Eaft- 
Indies, amd fent to the Court pf 
London > *mtb tht follonmug di/*+ 
patches* Afaj J I, rfoo. 
This day, Monday the feft of 
May, one thftufand feven hundred 
and eighty, we, whofe names are 
hereunto fubftfibed, confifting of the 
principal officers and pajfengers of 
the French fhip Sartine, €apt. John 
Dalles, of about £ve hundred tons 
burthen, freighted by the Govern* 
ment of Madras, to carry to Fran w, 
in quality of a cartel fhip, M. de 
Beltecontbe and his lady, and parn 
of the principal officers of the garri- 
son of Pondicherry, being, at fire 
o'clock in the evening-, at five 
leagues to the South of Cape 6t. 
Vincent; on our pailage to MarftaU 
les, through the Straits of Gibral* 
tar, and being then under crowded 
ftil, we perceived a Urge fhip bear- 
ing down upon us. At fix o'clock, 
finding ourfelvcs but at a fhort dif- 
tance from them, we prepared to* 
fpeak to them , and accordingly fhort- 
ened fail. At half patt kt f tine faid 
fhip being very near us, hoifted. 
french cokmrs. W* then difplayed- 
cartel colours, with a guidon on our 
main-matf,. the Captain being de-. 
firous, by this diftinction, to acquaint 
them, thai we* had an officer of dr£- 
tinclion on board. The fhip conti- 
nued to approach us under French 
colours, to within pHtel'fhot. Every 
one on board came on the difterent 
parts of the deck, waiting to -fpeak 
to their countrymen^ with that im- 
patience natural to men who had 
been departed from India more than 
ten months. • The faid fhip, run- 
ning along-rfide of us, hauled down 
firench colours, hoifted thofe of the 
Englifh, and begaij to fire upon us; ; 
'Xke fij-ft fire appeared to us only. a-s a . 
proof of his colours, and no one was - 
iurpri7,ed at it ; but dm firft fire. was 
foon- fallowed by another of cafe-fhot 
and mufquetry. No one could con-* 
ceive what. could occafion a proceed- 
■i - ing 
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ing (o contra*? > to the tales of war. 
We fought, thafr theoilly means lo- 
llop their firing wpuld be to haul 
down our cojpurs, an4 the jew £uls 
we had landing, which did not pre 
vent them • continuing their n>e till 
they had dai&arged their whole 
hroadfide, after Ytjiich *hey ceafed. 
Unfortunately, Capt» John Dalies 
was killed, as ajfo *wo fohiiers of. the 
regimen^ of Pondicherry, befides* 
twelve otjie* perfeps,. more or lefs 
4ang«cou% woiuifded. Among thefe 
are M- Leonard a Major of the in- 
fantryj the (econd JVlafter had a, 
thigh mot off, and a Pajn}(h Tailor, * 
panengery his leg broken. Two 
ihot took place between wind and 
water, ai*d many have damaged the 
upper works j one w*uh4*d the 
**fcen»majt, and two Dtkrt damaged 
the mainHHaJ ; a twenty-four pound* 
er,, after having carried away part of 
tfce helm, entered the apartment of 
Mad. de Bellecombe, and fell at her 
feet ; another broke an aachor and 
cut £ cable, and our rigging in jpe» 
neral received gfeat injury. The. 
mip, having ceafed to. fire, hailed 
us to put out our longrboat $ but, 
feeing us not to expeditious as they 
wifhed, they manned {heir own boat, 
and fen( many omee?s on board us. 
As foonas th^y caja^en board, they 
expf eiTe4 the ubnoit afconiihraent on 
finding us a cartel ifcip, and pre- 
tended they bad cgfte wi?h an in*^ 
tent to man the gup t which they 
had nijjftaken for a n>an of war,: 
alledging, in fupport of this fnif*: 
ta4ie, reaibns the iqo& weak and 
feeble, and incapable of arguing the 
leail excufe fer fuch an extraardi* 
nary conduct in their Captain, for 
haying attacked a veifel under cartel . 
colours, which had pr4y two fignal ; 
guns ph board, which appeared (b. 
much the le& fufpieious, as fhe had 
not been careened, ,fo? three years, : 
and bore every appearance of having ' 
fuilained -a lojig Voyage, artd whofe 
hands appeared? ima^med in places 



themoftacpoitd; fudt were evident 
proofs of a charadehiUc mark of a 
cartel ihip* We learned, from the 
faid.oificeo, that their ihip is called 
tfee JUnrmey, of 50 guns, Captain 
George Home. Mr. Dechamps, 
who embarked with us at Madras, 
in the character of an Engttih Com- 
miiTary, immediately went on board 
the ihip of his nation, td Communi- 
cate, to the faid Captain our Com- 
imffion of cartel. Soon after, he 
fent us an English Surgeon > with 
everything neceflary for the afliftance 
of the wounded.- The condition of 
our ihip, from the injuries fhe had 
that day fuftained, being fufficiently 
proved, M*. Jfcohbeaud, 'the fecond 
m command, deftred the Englifh 
Captain to take u* under his protec- 
tion till the next day, and to fend 
us foch things as appeared nocefTary 
to repair our damages, Theie were 
fent us about eleven o'clock, and an 
officer accompanied them with* a let- 
ter from the Captain' to Mr. Belle- 
combe, in whicn he expreffed the 
greateix regret for what had happen* 
ed, afluring him, that he would give 
him every afliftaace be ihould ft and' 
in need of. Mr. Bellecombe here- 
upon tqld the officer who brought' 
the letter, that he would aniwer the* 
Captain's letter in a few hours, and' 
he begged of him to tell him, that' 
the fkuation of our veffel required 
his protection till the mornirig. 
Prefcntly after, the la£ boat came to 
inform us,, that the Captain could no- 
longer take us under his protection ; 
but toiire fignal guns, if we ihould* 
be\in diftreis, when the faid veflel 
parftied its route, ~ M. de Belle- 
combe, being informed, that the 
Hup*, every hour, -made fourteen,' 
inches wwe? in her hold more tharT 
ufuaJ, ordered Mt. Ronbeaud, the\p 
a£tual Captain of the Sartine, to" 
rnake all the fail he cculd for Cadi'/!, 
fotwhkh poitrnhirwind was favour- 
able, which ^as^ acebfflptifhed with 
all the precautions: neceffarv, as our 
R 1 ' rigging 
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rigging was cbnfideBahly; damaged,* 
and as we had received fhot betweem 
wind and water,, which could not 
properly be repaired in the night. ; 
In witnefs whereof, and to confirm 
the fame, we have figned tills verbal 
procefs, on board the faid veffel, the 
Sartine, on the day and year above-: 
written, 

(Signed) : - 

Lajare, Ronheaud, Venet, Couro- 
nat, Lahiftour, John Peyre, Smion, 
Ras, Stager, Ray, Epinaife % Ji 
Viand, Belhcombe, Gufmen, Dev, 
John Marn€*uille % L. Laurifton, the 
Count de Carron, Leonora, De Ja 
Vittelie, La Borderie, Cordemn, 
d'Hervillc* La FerirUrt, Moracin. 

Certified at Verfaiiles, a* agreeable, 
to the original, May 3;, 1780. 

(Signed). > > Le Hoc. 
4 letter written Jy the Sieur Le Hoc 
to the Judges of- the Admiralty 
Court of London, dated the 13/A of 
May, 1780. 

Gentlsmsn,. . 
If your Court had not accuftomed 
me, after that our correspondence 
has been authorized, by our reflec- 
tive Sovereigns, to receive no fatis- 
lactory anfwer to the complaints 
which ,1 am obliged to make, the 
King, my Matter, would have con- 
ceive^ that, refenting the conduct of 
Capt. George Home, of theRomney, 
towards the cartel fliip the Sartine, 
you would have been anxious to 
prevent my reclamation j and to offer* 
latisfattJQn- proportioned to the of-- 
fence, I intreat of you to forward . 
the letter, incloiod. in this difpatch, 
to the Lords of the Admiralty: 
their indignation and yours ought to 
equal that of all men who are ac* 
quainted with jhis atrocious pro* 
ceeding— it will imprint indelible 
disgrace on the nation that permits 
fo culpabje a violation of the laws of 
war. 

Already pvo flags of .truce, the 
one froni New-Voile, and the other 
ffom Senegal, haye keen taken by. 



your {Hips and Cafe-Jed rnto^EnglarToV 
Commaaded to reclaim them, in al- 
moft all my difpatches, I have only 1 
obtained vajgite" aflkrances of future* 
fatisfadUon : l have- liot ceafed to 
demand them, When, at the fame 
time, the Court of France 1 Has \x%n\ 
convinced that 'the principles ^of 
yours were too different from theirs, 
to hope for fatisfaftion from you.' 
On a review^ all the proceedings, 
we can only attribtttethem to an uni- 
form plan of condoft,^-^ conftant' 
defign to overleap all connderaitSfr 
— and to refpett none of : the laws 
which have befn ft*aifiet>*by the- 
honour aijd adoption of all warlike' 
nations. / ' 4 *-' * - : " <: 

' To attack a veflH^fiofe flag'of 
truce rettdeted her fatred, — to^ki^' 
men who Were idifarmed, affd^nqf 1 
believed themfelves to ^efe^upe in* 
the confidence of public fa£tn*^-t©' 
continue the fire of the great gurts; 
even after the colours were hauled 
down — is odious barbarity, and eon- r 
trary to all the laws of war. ' The 
refufal of the Englifh Captain to 
preferve the finking veflel to the 
morning, plainly demonftrates, that 
it was his previous determination to 
abandon her to rain ; and he added 
to the outrage, -by his flerile pity, 
and his tardy repentance; no doubt 
he hoped, that all knowledge of his 
c©ndu& would be buried in the 
deep, withthe victims of his cruelty. 
My Court* in demanding reftitution, 
reject this afflicting idea ; but I 
think it my duty to tranfmtt th« 
public clamours and 'abhorrence, to 
the Courr of London £ the more un- 
jult that it appears, the more it 
behoves you to refutfe the calumny 
. by giving all the fatisfaction in your 
power* With fuch principles, the 
enemies of my Sovereign may allure 
* themfelves of a melancholy advari- 
' tage o^er the aims of France-*the 
': fubjects of this country are not per- 
mitted to make ufe of reprifals fo 
-. c*uel ; and you will neither find in 

' {heir 
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royal mater?*, fentiments lb abhdr 
rent to humanity. The actual hoftt' 
Kties of our Court are teftimonies of 
the generofity of the Sovereign, and 
the following representation afford* 
a fignaT proor of it. 

By my difpatchof the *6thnof 
July, 1779*, I gave you, Gerftle- 
men, to-underftanoVthe withes of his 
Majefty, relative to the freedom of 
the Fifhery between the-two nations. 
It had been confidered contrary to 
humanity, and perhaps to reafon* 
alfo, to regard as- enemies, aclaf*' 
of peaceable fubjecls, fantrified by a 
fpecies of commerce, which tended 
to their own fubftftence, by contri- 
buting co that of their fellow-citi- 
zens. 

Your Court coldly retufed f to ac- • 
cede to this benevolent difpofition, 
in which, however, my royal m after 
hath ftill j>erfevered> No Englifh 
fiihing-veflels have been taken nnce 
that time ; or, at leaft, if any French 
corfair, through ignorance or teme- 
rity, hath acted in contradiction to 
the orders of his Majefty, the prizes 
have not been -judged legal by our 
Courts of Admiralty. It appears 
that the moderation of the Court of 
France opened the eyes of yours for 
a time to her true interefts ; and in- 
deed, notwithitanding the difference 
of difpofition which the Minifters of 
the two countries have ihewn, the 
fliips of your nation have refpected 
our filhing veffeis, except in fome 
iiiftances, 'which did not appear the 
refult of any hoftile intention. But 
the capture of four filhing veiTels, 



month, by a b over corfair, has bpetr 
too notorious, ^ahd KatH created -too 
great an alarm, not to merit the 
moft ferious attention. The King 
coiild give an order to the com- 
manders of his navjr to deftrqy your 
liming veffels* bn¥ theTe afts of ri- 
gour, as cruel'*** -they 1 «re' ufdefs, 
have, never been prefered to his 
Majefty by the Minifter of his ma- 
rine. It is your Court alone that 
Have rendered them rieceflary— it is' 
your Court alone that will merit the 
reproach, if thefe four French veiTelt' 
are not reftoredi J have expreFs- 
directions, Gentlemen, to ; reclaim' 
them, and to intreat yon to inform' 
me, if the kind of tacit convention! ' 
which has fubfifted hitherto with 
refpecl to the Filhery is ftill to con- 
tinue. Till I have the honour of 
your anfwer, no hoftility will be 
exercifed towards the Englifh filhing : 
veflels : the Km? is aware of the 
advantages which England will re- ; 
ceive from this declaration, and the 
precautions which (he may take in 
confequence of a promife va frankly 
made. 

I cannot conclude my letter with- 
out giving you an inftance of a con- 
trary behaviour. A French corfair 
had landed on the Ifle de Cers, and 
carried off fix of the inhabitants, la- 
bourers, whom me carried to Cher- 
bourg. The conduct of the captain 
has been cenfured, and the fix la- 
bourers have been carried back to 
their own country by a cartel (hip. 
It is with fuch dignity, Gentlemen, 
that my royal matter fights his ene- 
mies, . 



* See the letters that follow. 

f Extract f rom t ] ie fetter of the Admiralty-Court of London, dated the 
3d of September, 1779. **■ As to the Iaft paragraph in your letter, relative 
10 the liberty of all veflels employed in the Fifhery, we have laid the matter*. 
as. well as the letter to \^. I'AimTal de France, before the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty ; their Lord mips have anfwered; that the point has already been 
difcufled, aiicj his Majefty was not pleafpd to approve of fucji libertv-r-W*/ 
are therefore ordered to refute our confent to the propofal,** 
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^w?i awl that h« Miniver* fcc«|KL 
j^is endeavours; aa4 rul$ his wifhes. . 
, " J ^ve, the honour to be, with the 

, '. ^inoft pro&u^drefpeffc, 
; " fcentlejnc©, ,. 

Your moft obedient, &e, 

Le I-Toc, 

£xfrmB from * £eHw, varitun &j the 

$mr L& Hoc,/* *£f Judgu cfthe. 



h *k Uy* the c*&m*i«s «f war, 
hath drawn my .attention to that 
ctofs of my futons who are engaged 
in. the trade of. Fidung, and who 
have no other means of fubfiftencev 
i;Jg>W .thought *h*t the example 
which I will give my enemies, whe- 
qapitf* iiKly pofiefc. other principles 
than ihpft, fentijnente of humanity 



. rf4mirfltjrCf*rt of Ltntbn/July \$ r which-aninme* me^ will induce them 

- *779?* , to wnfrn^ to that indulgence and 

. I am aMb dueled to jranfmit to* liberty jyhich I wiih Jto give them, 

]po a letter of the £ing, .addrehed. I have therefore written this letter to 

to J4. l'Amifal de France, relative inform yos, that I have given order* 

tp the Fiftwry. This commerce,, tfl all. the commanders of my Ihips, 



abilrafted from ( all political intereft^ 
appears to merit the moft ferious, 
cpafiderauon* not only, on account 
ef its objec\ but aftb on account of 
tjie qondUion of the fubjecls^in both, 
the nations who are employed in it, 
and whom humanity will not permit 
its to loojc upon as enemies. I know 
not, Gentlemen,,whether it is to you , 
that I ought to addrefs myfelf on 
this fobjeft, and whether I may ex- 
pect to receive a fatisfa&ory anfwer. 
Ijut I muft inform tyoa^Uiat the King, 
Who never permits any occafion to. 
cfcape of exercifing his benevolence, 
and of moving, his moderation, has 
already given orders for fetting at , 
liberty a number of ranfomers of 
fiihingveflels taken by his fubje&s; _ 
although he knows that thofe of his 
Britannic- Majefiy have, feized many 
French vefleb of the fame kind. 
This conduft, contrary to that which 
t^e government of England ought 
to f have adopted, .after their know- 
ledge of this difppJition, will detejf- ' 
mine his Maje'fty to adopt the fame, 
principles that your Court feems to 
approve, and revoke the orders that 
he has given, in the hopes of a con- 
trary behaviour. I beg of you not 
to delay your anrVer on this fubjecl. 

' I havt the honour, to- be, &c. 
letter of the King to M. V Amifal de % 

- k France, /ate J June c, 1779. 

f My Coufm, the defire that I a> 
W»jB-haye had to foften, as much as 



a#d to the captains, and matters of aHi 
cojfairs, &c. not tp raoleft, unt3 
they have order? to that purpofe, the 
EfcgJifli Fifhers, and. not .to take, 
their vcflels, either loaded or un*. 
loaded, unlefs they carry offenfive 
weapons, and that my fubje&s are, 
convinced that they give fufpicioue 
intelligence to the mips of war of the, 
enemy. — Make my intentions knowa 
to the Officers of .the Admiralty, and 
to all thofe who are under your com- 
mand. r-This being all at prefen^, I 
pray God, my Coufin, to take you 
unto his holy keeping*, 

Done at Verfailles the. 5th of June, * 
*779* (Signed) Louis* 
.. (And under) De Sartjn**, .. 

mi ■ 111 i> 1 11 ■■ 1- ^ 

Frtm the London Gazette* 
4dmir alty -Office y Jufy 22, 1780/ 
Extra& of a letter from the Ho** 
Captain Waldeg&ave, of bU 
Majeftfs Jhip La Prudent*, /* 
Mr. Stephens, dated &pitbtad % 
July 18, 1780. 

On the 4th ioftant, , being on 4 
cruize with the Licorne in company, 
at ten o'clock, A. M. Cape Ortugal 
then baring South and by Weft, dif- 
tance 24 leagues, the Licorne made 
the fignaI;.for feeing a fail in the N. 
W. and a thick fog then difoerfing, 
we difcovered a large (hip bearing 
down to us: I immediately made the 
fignal to chace, foon after wlych, 
the chace hauling her w^nd^ being 

then 
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then only fnf miles diftance footn xtSy 
wc clearly difcoverfed her _to be a 
targe frigate, which, from he* 
conftru&ion, we concluded to be 
French. 

As we had light winds and calm*: 
the whole day, it was half pad' 
eleven, PL M. ere I found myfdf 
within dofepiftoi flfot of her. Thefig- 
nfilfc flie uiow made, both TOth rocket* 
and lights/ convincing me that fne- 
was an enemy, 1 immediately began 
to engage her ; and at half paft four,: 
A. M. fhehauled down her* coibtfr* 
to his Majefty's ihips La Pruriwitji 
afofd Licorne; 

She proved to be La Capriciedfi^ 
af French frigate, eight days -irbtfi: 
L 'Orient, pierced for 44 guns, bttt 
mounting' only 32 ; compleatetttf 
308 men. She was launched in 
March laft, meafured 1 100 tons, and 
was on* of the ineft frigates I ever 
faw. 

- I am very forry to fay, that tke 
condition of -the prize was ibchl^as 
their Lordfhijps may obferve from the 
report of th* furvey) as rendered it 
impracticable to efcort her to Eng- 
land. Indeed the very heavy lofs I 
had fuftained in the aft ion, and un- 
fortunately having 20 lick on fhoiu; , 
and many on board, madcitabfo— 
lately impoflible for me to give her 
the neceflary afliftance for that pur* - 
pofe ; I therefore, after removing 
the prifonerS, fether on fire. ' - 1 

Finding, from the condition «tf> 
my Ihip, die- ■utter iinpoflftility of 
executing my orders, I have'there:- 
fore given directions to Captain Ca^ 
degan, the Commander fof his Ma- 
jefty's (hip Licorne, to put them into • 
imemediate execution. 

Notwithstanding our feemfag ftf- 
periority, I hope] the return of the - 
-killed and wounded will fufficiently 
evince, that my officers and fhip's - 
company have acquitted themfclves ' 
in the moft gallant and fpirired than- 
ner. Indeed I feel it is Impoflible to 
do juftice to their merit*. , *" 

In juftice to Lieutenant Binks of 



the marines, Fititflr- beg leave to ob- 
ferve" to their Lordmips, that his 
p*rty behaved with the utmoft ftea-3 
dmefc and bravery,- keeping up a re- 
gular and cotfftant fire fre^n the he- 
ginning of the action, 'till neeeffity 
called them to the great guns, where 
they fhewed aa equal ftiare of fpiric 
and good order. 

But while I am thus giving thofc 
well-deferved encomiums to his Bri- 
tartttk Majefty's fubjefts, I fhould 
feel myfelf In honour bound to grve 
his enemies, on this occafion, rin£ 
njerits they ire ft* truly deferring*; 
did not theconitkion of their ihipv 
and the heavy lofs they have fuP 
Uiaaedf, fuffickhtly fpeak tkif prkife. 
I muft beghiave to' add; ; in hortofcr 
of M. de CherVal, who commanded 
L* Capriciettfe at the time flie fur- 
rendered, that the colours were not 
Kitttotfdowii 'till the Ihip had Ave 
feet water in her hold, i 

Monf.de Ranfeane and Monf.de 
Fontaine* the firfe and fecond Cip- 
tairis, both fell in the action ; huti : 
as to their farther lofs, we are as ye^ 
ignorant, being unacquainted with 
the number of prifoners on board the: 
Licorne; but, fr6m*a rough calcu- 
lation of their officers, they iritft 
have at leaft one hundred kiRed and 7 
wounded, ' 

It is with infinite concerh that F 
acquaint their Lord(hips, that Lien- 
tenant Ettlfon Hands foremoft on th«A 
lift of the wounded, having been le- ' 
vtrely bruised in the back, and his 
right arm Carried off by a ftiot. ' &> 
muft beg leave to recommend* hw* 
misfortone, and the great intrepidity " 
he Jhcwed during the action, to their* • 
Lordftiipf moft particular attention. 
A lift kf the^ killed and wounded 6** 

hoard Ms Majefifs flxp LaPr&* 

denfe. ^ '•>- •" ^ - - 

1" - MM. 

Mr- John Difmond, Mr. Richard 
Montgomery, -'M£ : Thomas* Eng- 
land, Mr. William. Difmond, Mid- 
fhipmen, 4. -^Seamen,* 12.— Marine, - 
1.— Total 17. :•■■.-.'.: 
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Winded. . 
Mr. Jofeph Ellifon, fecond Lieu- 
tenant, j.— Mr. William M'Carty, 
Midihipman, I. — -Seamen, 25. — 
Manner, 4.— Total 32. 

Since dead of their 'wounds. 
. Seamen, 2. — Marine, 1. — Total 
killed and wounded, 48. 
Li come* 
' 3 killed,— -7- wounded. 
I am, &c. 
'. William Wa^decrav** .1 
. Purfuant to an order from the- 
Honourable William Waldegrave,. 
Commander of* his -Majefty's fhip» 
La Pradente* of this day's date, to, 
us directed, we whofe ; names are 
under-, jne&^OBfed have been on board; 
tkepri^JVigateta^Japrieieufe, and. 
Ipve there laken atfltkt'and cateful. 
furvey on her, and find as follows,! 

Viz. , ..,.-• v ..,: ,.. r 

The, fore-mail wounded in feveral 
places, 

1%e foreLtop-mail over the fide. 

The main-maft laying fore and" 
aft t^e deck, being gone about tea: 
feet above the main-deck. 
. The mizen-mait ihot in feveral' 
places. 

The raizen-top-inaft the fame. 
-Jill her fpare yards and top-mails 
Tendered unferviceable with ihot. 

A number of mot-holes betwixt 
wind and water. 

Many other damages about the 
<hip, and when we left her, fix feet 
water in the hold. 

And we do declare we have made 
and taken this furvey with fuch care 
and' equity, that, if required we are 
ready to make oath to the ioipartia- . 
li$y of our proceeding. 

Given under our hands, on board 
ffce prize frigate La Capricieufe, at 
fea»t}us 6th of July, 1780. 

John Richardson, Carpenter. 
T^o. Spassratt, Carpenter. 

From the Lonpok Gazette, 
QvnjiantinopU) June 26. Accord- 
ing to letters from Bombay, dated 

March 25, and received, the 8th inft. ; 
the JEngljtfh EafMndia Company's 



army, under the command of Geri* 
Goddard, had taken every place to 
the northward of Surat, and to the 
fouthward of Amadabad, the capital 
of Guzzorat, which was taken by 
{term the 15th of February, with the 
lofs of about 100 men killed and 
wounded. Gen. Goddard was on 
his return to the fouthward, and was 
within a few miles of the Mahratta- 
armies ; .the Generals of which were 
making propofals of peace, and, as a 
preliminary^ had delivered up two 
£ngljih gentlemen, who had been in 
their hands for feveral months. 

Sir Edward Hughes was arrived 
wkh hisfquadrt>n at^Madrafs, and 
all the Eaft-India fleets, which failed 
from England in; March, and May, 
1779, werelikewife arrived in differ: 
re$t ports in India, not a {hip being 
miffing. 

. [Lajl year we had accounts from 
India of an expedition having been 
ftitt from Bengal, confiiting of fe- 
veral thoufand men, to attack the 
above city ; the march thither is 
above 900 miles, and icarcely - any 
roads. Thefe troops were to have 
been joined by a large reinforce- 
ment from Bombay, at an ap- 
pointed place, before they reached 
Poonah : from the former to the lat- 
ter place it is but 350 miles ; the 
Bombay army arrived firit, and think- 
ing themfelves ftrong enough to at- 
tack Poonah, would not wait the 
coming of thofe from Bengal, but 
immediately began to befiege it, were 
repuUed, a great {laughter made, and 
two hoftages were demanded for their 
keeping the peace in future. How- 
ever, they were refolved to try once 
more, with a larger force, and Gen. 
Goddard commanded the expedition 
againft this fortrefs (the only one re- 
maining in India in the intereft of 
France) which became an eafy con- 
queft, of infinite wealth and confe- 

Suence to the India Company, and 
le hoftages that Gen. Carnac had 
given for the enlargement of his ar- , 
my, in the preceding, campaign, 
were delivered up.] 
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A fummary account of the J? ill un~ 

Jinijhed <voyages y undertaken by or- 
. der of Government y in bis Majefty $ 

Jhips the Refolution and Difcovery, 

Compiled from all the* authentic 

papers hitherto ixt^nt* 

Captain James Cook was appoint- 
ed a Poft-captain in the navy on the 
9th of Auguft, 1775, immediately 
after his arrival from his fecond 
voyage round the world ; and in 
July, 1776, he failed again from 
Plymouth in command of the Refo- 
luticn, a frigate of 56 guns, accom- 
panied by Captain Charles Gierke, 
Matter and Commander, of the Dif- 
covery of 20 gunst The object of 
this expedition was, avowedly the 
examination of the North- Weil coait 
of America, with the relative fitua-. 
tion of that continent to the eaftcrn 
ccaft of AAil 9 and the exploring of a 
paflage from that quarter into Eu- 
rope, either by the North-Eaft or 
North-Welt. 

After a favourable paiTage, the 
two mips arrived at, the Cape of 
Good Hope, in the month of Octo- 
ber* At this place they made only 
the ftiort ftay neceifary for refrefti- 
ment, having taken their departure 
thence in the courfe of the fame 
month. 

Upon leaving the Cape of Good 
Hope, Captain Cook fleered for 
thofe iilands to the fouthward of 
that place, difcovered in January,, 
1772, b^y the French, under Meflrs. 
De Kerguelen and De St. Allouarn. 
Our navigator- had, in his. former 
voyage, attempted to make them, 
but was di&ppointed by means of 
tempeftuous weather. But upon this 
occafion he was more fuccefsful, and: 
fcqnd thenytQ confift of fome fmall 
low iilands, uninhabited, and with- 
out either mrub or tree, producing/ 
nothing but a few plants, and fome 
turtle. Their northern extremity is< 
. Vol. X. 



laid down in" S. lat. 48°, and E*, 
long. • 64 - 20. Leaving thefe 
iilands, he directed his courfe to. 
the coaft of New Holland. This 
he made and furveyed fcr the fpace^ 
of 400 leagues* afcertaining exactly 
that part, hitherto unexplored, which 
lies between the land difcovered by 
Nuyt, in 1627, *nd-that of Van 
Diemanj vifited by Captain Fur- 
neaux in the Adventure* From 
thence he proceeded to New Zea- 
land, where nothing material occur- 
red; It is probable that the exami-- 
nation of the Weft coaft of New 
Caledonia was the next object of 
our navigators, as we learn that they 
directed their courfe to the ifland of 
New Guinea* by which means they 
muft have patted New Caledonia in 
their route. However that may be, 
it is clear that Captain Cook be- 
llowed feme time upon the furvey of v 
New G uinea, exploring its fouthern. 
coaft, before unknown to Europeans, 
and fully afcertaining the fize, the 
fituation, and the form of the whole 
of that extenfive, and, in all proba- 
bility, valuable iiland. Upon this 
occaiion, he made many important 
difcoveries, which cannot yet be fa- 
tisfactorily known. One, however, 
has been mentioned, and that is a 
fmall ifland producing abundance of 
the true nutmeg, of which he 
brought away but a trifling quan** 
tity ; but with that attention which 
eharacterifed all his actions, he cauf- 
ed twelve of the young trees to be 
carefully taken up, which he carried 
to Otaheite, where he fuppofed they 
might be introdueed.with a profpect 
of fuccefs. 

We are not informed of the parti- 
culars of the courfe purfued by Cap- 
tain . Cook from New Guinea to 
Otaheite. We kaowj. however, that 
he arrived at this laft ifland in the 
month of Auguft, U777 ; and when 
. S ! :.' , ;•-.'! .. ' it 



* The longitude throughout the whole qf Uii9:sccDunt ,is calculated to 
the Eaft of the meridian of Greenwich. 
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it u confldered, that he had now 
employed nearly the fpace of ten 
months from his leaving the Cape of 
Good Hope, we may reafonably 
conclude, that his furveys and difco- 
veries have been numerous ; as it is 
certain, that, by following a direct 
courfe to Otaheite, he might, with- 
out fome intervening accident, have 
accomplifhed the parage in half the 
time. There is no reafon to doubt, 
but Captain Cook met with a recep- 
tion agreeable to his wifhes at his 
favourite ifland of Otaheite, as it. 
mttft be remembered, that he had 
now in his power to prefent to them 
their countryman Omiah in perfect 
health and contentment. We may 
fuppofe that our navigator enjoyed 
the highelt fatisfaftion in having an 
opportunity of affording the iflanders 
that proof of European faith which 
had no doubt been fomewhat called 
in queftion, by the untimely fate of 
two of their countrymen, who on 
former occafions had ventured to ac- 
company their European visitors: 
Auteroo, the companion of Bougan- 
ville, had fallen a facrifice to the 
finall-pox at the Cape of Good 
Hope, in his return from France to 
his native country ; and Tupia, the 
follower of Captain Cook in his firft 
voyage, was cut off by the malignant 
fever of Batavia, before he reached 
England. They were now, how- 
ever, made happy in the fight of the 
travelled, aocompliihedOmiah, who 
was received with fuch mingled ex- 
preiGons* of joy and furprize, as 
plainly denoted their flender expec- 
tation* of his return. But their fa* 
tisfaction was not limited to his re- 
turn* The toad of prefents which 
accompanied him had alfo iu efie£L 
Their aftonifhment is faid to have 
furpafled all defcription, when they 
beheld a hoxfe and a mare, a bull,- a 
cow, and fevrral other animals, 
which Captain Cook delivered to 
them ; nor can this be wondered at, 
when we reflect, that the hog r the 



dog* and the rat, were all the native 
quadrupedes of the ifland. Neither 
is it to be doubted, but their plea* 
fure muft have been increafed by 
hearing the explanation of their na- 
ture and ufes from their countryman. 
This it is faid he did to their full 
fatisfaction, and without exciting the 
fmalleft appearance of jealoufy on 
account of his fuperior riches or in- 
duction ; neither of which on his 
part prevented his difcovering the 
highetl delight at the fight of his 
native land. Since the laft voyage 
of Captain Cook, the Spaniards had 
vifited this ifland, at two different 
times. They had failed from Cal- 
lao, the feaport of Lima ; and thofe 
who arrived firft had made a conit- 
derable ftay, until they were joined 
by a fecond expedition, when they 
, altogether took their departure, a 
fhort time before the appearance of 
the Englifti fhips. It is affirmed, 
that they remained expreisly to fall 
in with Captain Cook, but whether 
with hoitile or liberal Views, as navi- 
gators, it does not appear. Ouf 
Commander is fuppofed to have had 
fome degree of partiality for this 
ifland ; out we cannot think that it 
was fuch as would have induced him. 
to make it his refidence fb long as he 
did, had riot the feafoh of the year 
pointed out its neceffity. He re- 
mained here until the month of De- 
cember, earlier than which, , it is 
certain he could not have attempted 
to profecute the difcoveries in the 
northern hemifphere beyond the 
tropic. 

Before Captain Cobk left Ota- 
heite, he took care ti> have planted 
thofe nutmeg trees which he had' 
brought from his new difcoveries btf 
the coaft of New Guinea, and which 
were at this time in perfect prefer- 
vation. He at the fame time en- 
joined fuch directions for their cul- 
tivation as may be productive Of fu- 
ture advantages. We learn, that 
during his flay at the iiland, "Captai* 
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Gook employed himfelf in the invef. 
tigation of feveral matters of the 
higheft importance, particularly the 
mode practifed by the natives in na- 
vigating their ivababs or veflels. 
This may be confldered by many as 
a matter of utility as well as of curi- 
ofity, leading to the determination 
of the great fpeculative point of the 
population of iflands far removed 
from continents. And if we can 
give credit to what has been made 
public, the refult of his refearchea 
mull have been highly fatisfactory. 
We are told, that he found the Ota- 
hdteans had the moft accurate idea 
of the motion of the heavenly bodies 
that could be defired from natural 
obfervation, and fuch as enabled 
them to regulate their courfes at fea 
as well in the night as in the day. 
If we add tp this circumftance, the 
radical Similarity f ife^ language 
to the other iflands in the South 
Seas, there will remain little doubt 
of the poffibility of their having all 
iflued from one cethmon origin. 

Having taken leave of Otaheite, 
the grand object of this expedition 
came immediately in view. Capt, 
Cook, therefore, directed his courfe 
to the northward ; but as the feafon 
was yet early, it feems he thought 
proper to employ fome time within 
the tropics before he proceeded di- 
rectly to the coaft of America. We 
accordingly find, that in E. long, 
ZOOy and about the latitude of the 
tropic, he -difcovered ?m ifland, to 
which he gave the name of Sand- 
wich. This he conceived to make 
only one of a cluiter of others ; but 
judging it then more expedient to 
avoid the delay necefTary for explor- 
ing them, ie purfued a courfe by 
which he/ reached the continent of 
America in the month of March, 
1778, ahput the 49^th degree of 
northern latitude; This Situation 
being upwards of 8£ degrees to the 
fouthward of the laft difcoveries of 
^he Spa^ards.with which we are ac* 



quainted, it is from thence evident 
that no pait of that extenfive coaft 
remains undiTcovered, although it is 
to be feared, not perfectly explored. 
This muft appear more clearly upon 
a comparifon of the laft voyages of 
the Spaniards with the prefent one 
of , the Englith navigators. It is 
undoubted that our information with 
refpect to the difcoveries of the for* 
mer nation is very imperfect ; how* 
ever, as holding immediate connec- 
tion with the fubject of this {ketch, 
they may, as far as known, be here 
pointed out in brief. 

The firft of the Spanifh expeditions 
to the northward, which we can give 
any credit to, was in 1769, when 
two veflels failed from Loretto, in 
the Gulf of California; but they 
advanced no farther than to the 
point of the Monte-Rey, in lat. 36* * 
In a fubfequent one, it feems they 
reached as far as Porto Trinidade, 
in lat. 41 degrees 7 feconds, But 
their principal expedition was under- 
taken by order of Don Francois 
Bucarelly-e*Urfova, an<J the com- 
mand given to Don Bruno de 
Heceta, in the. frigate San Carlos, 
accompanied by the floop Senhora 
and packet-boat Mexican*. They 
failed from St. Bias, in New Galicia, 
lat. 31 deg. 34 minutes, long. 24$ 
deg. 51 minutes, on the 13 th of 
March, 1775* After furveying the 
iflands of Socorro and Tres Marias, 
they, on the 10th of June follow- 
ing, made Porto Trinidade. From 
thence they advanced to Cape San 
Auguftin, in lat. 55 degrees, where 
they obferved large bays an$ great 
openings in the continent," which 
they were prevented ffom reconnoi- 
tring by the violence of the currents ; 
but where they found the return of 
the flood to take place once in every 
fix hours smd twelve minutes. After 
this, in lat. 55 degrees. 7 feconds, 
long. 2t6 degrees, 40 feconds, they 
difcovtred an excellent port, which 
they named San Bucraelly, At this 
S 2 place. 
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place they were prefentfed with an 
extenfive* view of the interior parts 
of "the country, which they found to 
abound in large vocalnos. One 
might now paufe to reflect on the 
furmife of the learned Dr. Robert- 
fon, with refpect to the reparation of 
the' two continents, by means of 
fome extraordinary convulfion' of 
nature. But it will be more con- 
fident with this relarion to reft fatis- 
ficd with obfervihg, that the fatts 
rnd appearances from whence fuch 
itff inference could be drawn are 
corroborated by every new difcovery 
made in that quarter of the globe. 
The oopofite continent of Ana has 
long been remarkable for its volca- 
rios ; " the intervening iflands, difco- 
vered-bythe Ruffians, do, one and 
alii contain more or lefs of them ; 
and we now iind that the coaff cf 
America, particularly at Porto San 
Bucarelly and -Cape "St. Elias pre- 
"fents the like 'appearances. It has 
been faid likewife, that the Spani- 
ards"' found the country .in this 
neighbourhood, a'rid in feveral other 
places on the coaft, well inhabited, 
and by a people hot only docile and 
humanized, but even in fome degree 
poliflied. To the fouthward of 
Porto S~n Bucarelly, at the diilance 
cf fix leagues, three fmall iflands 
were feen, to which they gave the 
name of San Carlos. The land 
made by Ifchirikow, in 1741, is 
generally laid down in lat. 56 deg. 
This part the Spajiiftv voyagers 
made and examined. Proceeding 
ilill northward, they, on the i"6th of 
Auguft, difcovered Cape~Engagno ; 
and the day following, about three 
leagues to the north of the Cape 
Porto Guadaloupe, fituated in lat. 
57 deg. 12 fee. long, 214 deg, 38 
i'ec. This port they found rather 
indifferent, Raving but one opening, 
which is to the fouth, and no an- 
chorage in lefs than 50 fathom water. 
They were, however, mere fortunate 
in their next day's difcovery, which 



was Porto dos Remedies. It is about 
two leagues to the northward of the 
former, has an exceeding good bot- 
tom, and is otherwife convenient. 
Having left this place immediately, 
they purfued their northern courfe 
until the 20th of the fame month, 
when they had fight of a cape land, 
in lat. 58 deg. 3 fee* which they 
concluded to be that of St. Elias; 
feen by Beering, in 1 741, and near 
to which he found a port, where he 
anchored for fome time. This cape 
terminated the prbgrefs of the Spa- 
niards, who now returned towards 
St. Bias, where they arrived the 20th 
cf October, 1775, after a long 
voyage of feven months and feven 
days. In their return, they made 
but few difcoveries. Thefe were 
principally Cape Mezars, in lat. 45 
deg. 50 fee. long. 228'deg. 45 fee. 
and Porto de la Bodega, fituated in 
lat, 30 deg. 18 fee. long. 229 deg. 
44 fee. This harbour, which was 
named after the Commander, e»f the 
Senhora, agrees fa -exactly in cha- 
racter and latitude with that of 
New Albion, vifited by SirFrancis 
Drake, in 1578, that there can re- 
main little doubt of its being the 
fame. It was found to be in every 
refpecl good arid comirtodious. Al- 
though the Spaniards ftudioufly con- 
ceal their tranfaftions in the quarter 
now defcribed, it is faid to be known 
that they have already eftablifhed fe- 
veral miflions, and attempted to 
form fome fettlements to the north 
of California. It is further faid, 
that thefe difcoveries are capable of 
fome immediate and confiderable 
benefits by the whale and other 
•fifheries, which they would a*mit of 
to a great extent. Having thus 
enumerated the moft material difco- 
veries of the Spanifh nation, we may 
be allowed to return to the fuppofi- 
tion, that they, as well as Captain 
Cook, have left much unexplored to 
the fouthward of that point in- which 
he made the coaft, W« have parti- 
cularly 
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oilarly to regret, that neither the 
bay difcovered by D'Aguilar, in 
J5C5, fuppofed to be in Lit. 43 deg. 
nor the opening faid to be found in 
3592, by Juan de Fuca, in lat. 47 
xteg. have come under their examina- 
tion ; the former is unquestionably 
an objed cf very considerable im- 
portance, as it is generally believed 
that into it is emptied the Oregon, 
or great river of the well, which, 
before pafiing into the South Sea by 
.the entrance of D'Aguilar, is laid 
down by the German charts as form- 
ing an immenfe bay of feveral . de- 
grees of extent. 

We now return to our Britifh na- 
vigator, who having fuftcred ccnfi- 
derably in his malls and rigging, 
-and fprang a leak in the Rcfolution, 
was under the neccflity of making 
for . a port to repair. . This it feems 
he was fortunate enough to fall in 
with. He accordingly rnopred his 
>/hip, and foon rendered Xcr fit for 
-the profecution of the voyage. This 
harbour may, from Captain Cook's 
fituation, be fuppofed to have been 
in fome of thofe openings feen by the 
Spaniards near Cape Augultine. 
Upon his departure from this place, 
it appears that he was, attacked with 
fuch violent ftorms, as totally pre- 
vented his ufually accuracy in the 
examination of the coafh This will 
Hot indeed be confidered as Appriz- 
ing, when we recollect that it mull 
now have been only the latter end 
of March or beginning of April, a 
feafon of the year in which tempeftu- 
ous weather may naturally be looked 
fo*in that northern latitude. Such, 
certainly, he was unfortunate enough 
to encounter, infomuch that he was 
again under the neceflity of betaking 
himfelf to a port, which he difcover- 
ed about lat. 58 deg.. %% feconds, 
and which agrees in every refpecl 
-with that given by Muller to the 
harbour in which Beering anchored, 
immediately to the north of Cape 
St. Elias- Having made fome re- 



pairs at this place, he failed along 
the coalt, and furveyed it with accu- 
racy. On this occafion it is faid; 
that he detected innumerable errors 
in the charts of the ■K.ufiians, which 
had very often milled; and might 
have proved fatal to him. Con- 
tinuing his courfe to the nortjiward, 
along an uninterrupted ccaft, he at 
length reached tliat point which had 
fo long been the object of fpeculation 
and refeareh, the extremes of the 
continents of Alia and 'America. 
Thefe, it was difcovered, were fe- 
parated by a narrow freight only, 
in which, and fomewhat to the 
northward, he found the fea to be 
of no confiderable depth. The par- 
ticular latitude and longitude of thefe 
extreme points have not yet been 
communicated to the public ; but if 
a conjecture may be allowed from his 
fubfequent courfe, and the latitude 
in which his progrefs to the Eaft was 
interrupted, we may be fuppofed to 
-be nearly accurate, in laying it down 
from the 65th to the 67th degree of 
latitude, and about the 20th degree 
cf eaflern longitude from Grecwich, 
in which fitustion the Stachtan 
Nitada, or great continent of Ame- 
rica, is laid down by Dr. Muty, but 
not in the general chart of the Ruf- 
fian dominions, publifhed by En-gel, 
who affigns to the extremity of Ame- 
-rrterica a pofition confiderably farther 
to' the weftwsrd and fouthward. 
The two oppofite continents where 
they fo nearly approximated, pre- 
fsnted to the eye nothing but a low 
and barren land. Having paired the 
ftrejght, therefore, he difcovered the 
American coalt extending in fuch a 
manner to the north-eafl, as induced 
him to fuppofe, that by continuing 
its direction, he might eifectuate that 
paflage towards Jludfon's on BafHn's 
Bay, which had been fo eagerly and 
unfuccefsfully fought after. But it 
would appear that our adventurer 
had been doomed to deftroy the fiv- 
tilhy of. fuch fuppofitiocs in this 

quarter. 
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-<soenef, as Ke Md In his former 
yoyages put an end to all ideas of a 
continent to the fouthward. He 
ferfevered in his purfuit until the 
middle of A uguft 1778, whenin*lat. 
70 deg. 4c feconds, and E. long. 
198 deg. he was fo obftru&ed by 
impenetrable ice, a* to be totally 
prevented from advancing, and o- 
oliged to form the refolution of re- 
turning. It is faid, that Captain 
Cook applied upon ,thi> occafion tfie 
opinion which he had all along con- 
-ceived of the neceflary proximity of 
£ continent of land for the produc- 
tion of thofe large ice fields, which, 
<pow in the Arctick, as formerly in 
*he Antarcjick region, interrupted 
his progrefs. But -as that opinion 
las been combated by his philofc- 
^phical companion, Mr. George Forr 
iter, we mail leave it to a future de- 
-cifion. It appears that it was hot 
without confiderable trouble and 
danger that lie was enabled to dif- 
ciltangle hunfelf, owing to the fud- 
ndennefs with which he was befet 
with the ice. , He neverfhelefs ac- 
compliihed it, and immediately took 
a weftern direction, in order to dis- 
cover the practicability of a pafiage 
to Europe by the coaft of Siberia, 
which he accordingly made, in lac. 
68 dcg. 55 feconds, long. 180 deg. 
30 feconds. Although this is not To 
'far tothe northward as the fuppofed 
promontory of the country of the 
. Tfchutki, it is yet higher than 
Beering, or any Ruffian navigator 
has hitherto reached, perhaps, ex- 
cepting Krenitzin, who undertook a 
voyage of difcovery in the year 1769, 
the account of which Coxe has juft 
made public. As far as we have 
carried our information, the Ruffians 
have never gone beyond lat. 67 deg. 
18 feconds, which is at leaft feven 
degrees to the fouthward of that pro- 
montory called Ifchukotifkoi, or 
Szlaginfki-nofs, round which no 
Ru&an veflel has ever yet failed. 
Jfar is it probable'tfrat even. Captain 



Cook has been able to reach it, zs 

we find that the fame obftades in- 
terrupted his advance to the weft as 
he had experienced on the coaft of 
America. He accordingly entered 
upon his return to the fouthward* 
and foon regained the itreight, which 
he pafled, and proceeded to 3 port 
in the ifland of Unalaihka, in the 
northern Archipelago, laid down by 
him in lat. 53 dcg. 55 feconds, long. 
ioz dcg t 30 feconds, where he an- 
chored, in the month of October, 
1778. He foon found, that -this 
iiland, as, alfo Umanak, and feveral 
others in its neighbourhood, had for 
feveral years held an intercourse 
with the continent of America, as 
well as of Aiia. At this very time 
Captain Cook met,with fome Ruffian 
traders from Kamchatka, to whom 
he configned a letter to the Admiral- 
ty in England, which has been fince 
received. The iflands in this new 
Archipelago have heen defcribed by 
the Ruffians as inhabited by an ig- 
norant and jealous people, unknown 
to Europeans before their difcoveries. 
They are withour government or . re- 
ligion. Their cloathing coniirfts en- 
tirely of furs. Their food, which 
they eat perfectly raw, is principally 
-fifh. This they go to fea for in 
haidars or boats, made of fea-dog's 
fkin. They allow of polygamy, and 
practife the exchange of their wives. 
They live in jurts, or cellars, and 
ufe dried grafs for their firing as well 
as for their bedding. Their wea- 
pons are bows, and arrows pointed 
with bone. Thefe iflands produce 
a variety of berries, with tie alder, 
the birch, . and the willow trees. It 
is not probable that fuch company 
could be very grateful to our adven- 
turers. Capt. Cook therefore, who 
was ever indefatigable in his purfuit 
of difcovery, finding the inclemency 
of the winter approach in this nor- 
thern climate, embraced the refold 
tion of employing that feafon in a 
more* temperate latitude.^ He ac- 
cordingly 
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'cordingly propofed to afcertain the 
nature of the land that he conceived 
to lie in the neighbourhood of Sand- 
wich iftand, which had been dis- 
covered in his route from Otaheite to 
the coaft of America. In this con- 
jeclure he was not disappointed.— 
He actually difcovered feveral other 
ifiands, in one of which, called by 
the natives O-why-hee, he found an 
exceeding good port, where he an- 
chored, about the beginning of De- 
cember 1778. The harbour has the 
name of Caraca-cofTa, and is fituated 
in lat. 22 dec. and about the longi- 
tude of Sandwich ifland, which lies 
in 200 deg. Eafh From the Situa- 
tion of thefe ifiands, it is _ highly 
probable, that they are the fame 
with that land generally laid down 
in pur maps as feen in 1597 by Men- 
dana, in his return from the Solomon 
ifiands to America, We learn that 
thefe new difcoveries of Capt. Cook 
were found to be inhabited by a very 
numerous and warlike people ; that 
they feemed to be of the fame kind 
and offspring as thofe of Otaheite, 
but in their manners approaching 
more nearly to the favages in the 
iflands of the northern Archipelago, 
or to the natives of Kamchatka : 
that in common with the latter, their 
covering confiib only in the fkins of 
large fifh, and that their food they 
always eat raw, and for the molt 
part in a ftate of putridity. We 
muft however fuppofe, tha.t this ac- 
count is not ftri&ly correct, as we 
find that they poffefs a fertility of 
foil, to which the Kamchatkans are 
ftfangers, and fuch as fupplied our 
navigators with the greateit abun- 
dance of plants, greens, and other 
refrefhmenw of the vegetable kind. 
They had befide, fuch a quantity of 
hbgs, as enabled them to aflift the (hips 
wtth that article of provifion. Nei- 
ther do we think that .the above 
companion will hold good, when we 
Jearn that they have arrived at a cer- 
tain ftate of government. It feems 



that in this refpeft, they are pretty 
much on a footing with the Society 
Ifles, having a Chief or a King to 
whom all appeals for juftice are 
made. Their difpofition for war 
may perhaps be fbmewhat ftronger, 
as they were found to carry their 
means of defence fo far as to have 
ftrong holds upon the eminences of 
their country, much in the manner 
of the Hippahs of the New Zea- 
landers, 

Upon thefirft arrival of our navi- 
gators, the inhabitants received then* 
with great friendfhip and cordiality; 
nay, it is faid, fhewed them a re- 
fpecl bordering upon adoration. 
They readily furnifhed them with 
the fupplies they flood in need of, 
and rendered their fituation perfectly 
comfortable for the fpace of two 
months that they took up their refi- 
dence among them. About the Be- 
ginning of February, 1779, Captain 
Cook being deiirons of returning to 
the northward, took leave of this 
place accordingly; but he had fcarce 
left the harbour, when a violent 
gale of wind fplit his foremait in 
fuch a manner as forced him back to 
repair it. It is probable that this 
unexpected return excited fome jea* 
loufy in the natives, as it appears that 
their conduct was now totally diffe- 
rent towards their vifitors : f&fpicion 
feemed te take place of hofpitality, 
and diihonefty of their former fide- 
lity. Notwithftanding this change 
in their manner, Captain Cook did 
not as yet entertain any apprehen- 
fions of them, and landed his car- 
penters and obiervatory £s ufaal. 
But their difpofition for theft now 
manifefted itfelf upon every occa* 
fioa ; k and at length, on the 13th ot 
February, in the evening, the cutter 
of the Difcovery was cut loofe from 
her cable, and carried away. The 
day following, Captain Cook randed 
with his Lieutenant and nine ma- 
rines, and proceeded immediately tm 
the reiidence of the Chief, to de- 
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aaand-juftice, and a reflitution of the 
beat. He was received by him with 
the ufual cordiality ; but perceived 
that the natives aiiembled upon thu 
©ccafion were far more numerous 
than ufual. They a,t thei»fame time 
difecvered fuch iaiufFerabfe marks of 
infolence, as induced him at laft to 
difcharge his fowling-piece at one of 
them. This nefrher Aid, or was 
meant to do anymifchief. Never- 
theless, a general commotion and 
attack enfued; in which, notwith- 
ftanding the fire and e*eai im\ of the 
marines, Captain Cook and four of 
Ks people were unhappily killed ! 
Thus ended the life of a man, highly 
refpe&able in private as in public 
life, and one to whom, perhaps, the 
geographical world owe greater obli- 
gations than to any other who ever 
preceded him. It was with difficulty 
that the Lieutenant and^the remain- 
ing marines, almoit all wounded, 
reached their mips, to tranfmit the 
accounts of this melancholy event. 

Capt. Clerke now took command 
of the Refolution, while that of the 
Difcovery devolved On Lieut. James 
Burney. Thefc gentlemen not fee- 
ing the Tmalleil probability ef re- 
venging the death of their much re- 
gretted countryman without great 
daughter, on account of the num- 
bers and defence of the natives, 
deemed it more judicious to take ad- 
vantage of the diipofition of the lat- 
ter for a reconciJiation, and to aft 
upen the de fen five until their re- 
pairs were compleated. Thefe they 
accomplished about the middle cf 
March, when they took a iecond 
leave of this fatal ifland, and bent 
their courfeonce mere to the north- 
ward. Captain Clerke's attention 
was now directed to the examination 
ct the iflands in the northern Archi- 
pelago ; bnt it was net long before 
his progrefs was interrupted by fuch 
violent weather, as greatly damaged 
bis mips, and rendered him under 
the neceffity, towards the end of 



Aprils of making for the RufSanr 
port of Awatiha, or St. Peter arid 
St. Paul* This place is fituated on 
the eaftcrn coail of Kamchatka, in 
lat. 51 deg, 30 feconds, long. 159 
deg. Upon his arrival, he was re- 
ceived by the Governor, Major 
Behm, with that pojicenefs, urba 
nity, and friendfhip, which do hon- 
our to himfelf and to his country. 
He afforded him every afliftance of 
provifion and refreshments in his 
power ; and fuch indeed feems to , 
have been their fiate, with refpeel tcr 
health and fupplies, that on the 8th 
of June, 1779, the date of the laft 
difpatches to the Admiralty, he was 
preparing to make another attempt 
to explore a northern paflage into 
Europe. This it is probable he will 
fearch for on the American coaft, in 
a latitude to the fouthward of Cape; 
Elias, as its impracticability to trie 
north of that point feems fully de- 
monstrated by their route of the for- 
mer year, when in the height of the 
fummer feafon they could neither 
proceed to the eaft or to the weft in 
any latitude beyond the ftreight that 
feparates the two continents. What 
courfe he may afterwards purfue, in 
cafe of his failure in the attempt he 
had in view, we know not. It has 
however been faid, that he then 
means ence more to vifit the ifland 
of Otaheke, and bring Omiah from 
thence to England, mould he be 
difpofed to accompany him. It is 
worthy of remark, that when the 
difpatches were tranfmitted from 
Kamchatka, the two ihips had only 
loft by ficknefs two perfons, one of 
whom was the furgeon of the Refo* 
lution ; one had been drowned from, 
the Difcovery ; and five had loft their 
lives at O-why-hee. It is certain, 
that the fate of fo worthy and cele- 
brated a character as Captain Cook, 
mull be truly lamented by every feeU 
ing mind, and every lover of fcieace$ 
but it is fome confolation that merit^ 
experience, and ability, were not ia 

tills 
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this expedition confined to him alone. 
Captain Gierke poflefles an ample 
fliare of all the three : and we may 
fuppofe, that having been for two 
voyages before the prefent, the com- 
panion of the Commander, he had 
not failed to imbibe his perfevering 
fpirit of difcovery. From thefe cir- 
cumftances it is hoped that this im- 
portant expedition will be brought to 
a happy and fatisfadtory conclufion. 
It is fomewhat fiirprizing^ that fome 
accounts of thefe two (hips were re- 
ceived at Peterfburgh from Kam- 
chatka, fo early as the month of 
November ; and even by the official, 
though circuitous route of the town 
of Irkutz, in Siberia, on the lake 
Baikal, Capt. Gierke's letters reach- 
ed the capital about the middle of 
December, which was only fix weeks 
after their date. Such a regularity 
and expedition of conveyance mark 
ftrongly the progrefs of civilization 
in the Ruffian empire. 

ExtraS of a letter from Exeter, 
Julyz6. 

*' Our Committee met at the 
CafUe in tlnVcity on the 7th inflant, 
and came to the following refolu- 
tions : 

** Refolved, That this Cdmmittee 
do declare their utmoft abhorrence of 
the late tumults, which have lately 
difgraced the capital of this empire, 
and earneftly hope and truft that 
tranquility and legal government 
will be fpeedily reftored j that the 
ill-founded apprehenfions of the un- 
informed may be removed, and that! 
the prudent and lenient hand of 
wholefome laws will fecure the Con- 
ftitution of this free country, both 
ecclefiaflical and civil. 
* ** Refolved, That our future en- 
deavours be exerted in a fteady per- 
feverance to attain that reform in the 
expenditure of the public money, 
which has been the great foundation 
of our affociation. That our opinion 
oil this point has received the addi- 
' Vol, X* 



tional teftimony of the Houfe of 
Commons ; and we feel too fenfibly 
that the failure in our full expecta- 
tions on that head is wholly owing 
to thar abttfe of which we complain ; 
namely^, tkat the' influence of the 
Crown, by the .means of its Mini- 
fters, has prevented that remedy to 
our diflreffe^ which every confide- 
ration calls upon the Legiflature to 
apply. 

" Refolved, That as we do not 
flatter ourfelves that the commiffion 
of accounts, appointed by the late 
act, promifes the public that effectual 
redrefs which it wifhes, that Mr. 
Burke be dcfired to prefent again, in 
the next feffion of Parliament, his 
bill " for the better regulation of his 
Majefty's civil eftablimmentj and of 
certain public offices; for the limita- 
tion of pen/Jons, and the fuppreffing 
of fundry ufelefs, expenfive, and in- 
convenient places, and for applying 
the monies faved thereby to the pub- 
lic fervice ;" and that the Chairman 
be requefted to write to Mr. Burke 
accordingly. 

*' Refolved, That the Chairman 
be requefted to fend a copy of thefe 
refolutions to the Chairmen of the 
feveral Committees of the counties of 
York, Gloucefter, Hertford, Dorfet, 
and of the city of Weftminfter. 

" Refolved, That John Hony- 
wood, Efq. be added to the Com- 
mittee. 

" Refolved, That the Committee 
do adjourn to the Thurfday in the 
next Michaelmas feffions-week, being 
the 5th day of October next, at this 
place, at eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon. 

Courtenay, Chairman.** 
ExtraS of a letter from Northampton, 
July 27. 

" On Tueklay laft the* adjourned ' 
general meeting of this county was 
held at the County-hall in the town, 
Benjamin Kidney, Efq* Sheriff, in 
the Chair, to receive the report of 
the representatives in Parliament, 

T upon 
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upon the inductions given to them 
on the 29th of January laft ; when 
the following refolutions were almoft 
unanimoufiy agreed to, not above 
two or three hands being held up 
againft them. 

" Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be returned to L. 
Knightly and T. Powys, Efqrs. for 
their upright and difinterefted con- 
duct in Parliament, in fupporting the 
plan of public ceconomy and reform 
recommended to ihem by the inflruc- 
tions of this county, on the 29th of 
January laft, which the Houfe of 
Commons, by their refolution of the 
6th of April, have declared to be 
their duty to provide. 

" Without entering into the caufes 
which prevented the 'Honourable 
Houfe from carrying into effect, by 
any fpecific meafure, that {alutary 
refolution, we are defirous in every 
proper method to exprefs our earneft 
wifhes that thefe important ends may 
be purfued, and obtained as foon as 
poffible, for the purpofe of introduc- 
ing frugality into the neceflary ex- 
pences of the public, and effecting 
fuch deduction of fuperfluous charges, 
as may encourage this over-burthen- 
ed country to lubmit with chearful- 
nefs to fuch impofitions as its well- 
underftoxxj interefts really require? at 
a time when the real burthens, great 
as they are, have fallen fo fhort of 
the object for which they were pro- 
vided ; and the encreafing difficulties 
demanding fo much greater expences, 
nothing can reconcile the country to 
them, but the conviction that they 
are faithfully applied to the fervices 
for which they were intended, and 
tlrat none are unneceflarily exempted 
-from burthens which bear too hard 
upon all, by rewards or emoluments 
difproportioned to their fervices. 



of promoting fo neceflary and Im- 
portant an object, which we fHall be 
ready to fupport by every conititu- 
tional method in our power." 

York Tavern, Auguft 2, 1780. 

At a numerous meeting of the 
Committee of Aflbciation, held this 
day, the feveral following refolutions 
were unanimoufly agreed to: . 

Refolved, That the Right Hon. 
'the Earl of Effingham, Charles Tur- 
ner, Efq. the Rev. Mr. Walker, 
John Anderfon, Efq. the Rev. Mr. 
Lawfon, W. J. JoJiffe, Efq. Wil- 
liam Wallace, Efq. William Penton, 
jun. Efq. and William Buck, Efq. 
be added to this Committee. 

Whereas from the late abominable 
outrages committed by the loweft 
clafs of the populace, in London, oc- 
cafion hath been taken, by perfons 
hoftile to the juft rights and freedom 
of the people, to defame the Aflb- 
ciation of this county, and of coun- 
ties and principal corporations of 
England, as being calculated to pro- 
duce fimilar acts of violence, not- 
withftanding the exprefs and folemn 
declaration of their purpofe to fup- 
port, by legal and facific methods* the 
proportions for a reform in the w> 
penditure of public money, and for a 
more equal reprefentation, and Jborten 
duration of Parliament. 

Refolved, That from whatever 
quarter thofe defamatory fuggeftions 
may have come, this Committee doth 
hold them in contempt, as mifrepre- 
fentations vainly contrived to intimi- 
date and deter the aflbciated bodies 
from the profecution of their juft. and 
neceflary plan of public reformation, 

Refolved, That notwithftanding 
the rejection of every material regu- 
lation propofed to Parliament, dur- 
ing the laft feflion, for introducing a 
more ceconomical management of the 



We therefore do adjourn, thts ^public revenues, and effecting a pro- 



meeting to Thurfday the 4th of Ja- 
nuary next, trufKng in the vigilance 
of our seprefentatives, that they wiH. 
be ready to feize every opportunity 



per diminution of the exceflive in- 
fluence of the Crown, in conformity 
to the wiflies of the people, and to 
the vote of Parliament itfelf, on the 

6th 
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6th of April laft, this Committee 
doth confide in the firmnefs and ener- 
gy of the nation, not doubting but 
their fteady perfeverance, in an or- 
derly and legal fupport of the mea- 
fures of their refpective Affociations, 
will, in due time, be found effectual 
to obtain a complete redrefs of thofe 
alarming evils; and alfo to correct 
t!ie inveterate abufes in the dura ion 
and representation of Parliament , 
which are the true origin ajid fource 
of all our national grievances. 

Refolved, That if on any future 
unhappy interruption of the public 
'peace, orders fliall be iffued to the 
military force to difarm peaceable 
fubjects, being Proteftants, under 
any pretence of example on prece- 
dent drawn from any order given to 
that effect during the late tumults in 
London, fuch orders ought not to be 
complied with, being contrary to the 
natural right of felf-defence, con- 
trary to the pofitive law of the land, 
and directly tendings the utter xuin 
of our liberties, by the introduction 
of a military government. 

Jlefolved, That the interference of 
the military for the fuppreffion of 
riots, not under the direction of the 
civil magtftrate, but at the difcretion 
of their commanding officer, is a dan- 
gerous deviation from the ufual and 
conftitutlonal practices during the 
reigns of the two firft Princes cf the 
Houfe of Hanover, which the moft 
urgent and evident neceflity alone 
can render excufable. 

Refolved, That however the order 
for the interference of the military 
at their difcretion for the fupprcflion 
of the late riots in the metropolis, 
may have been unavoidable, from the 
prefing circumftances of the cafe, 
viz. from the greatnefs of the danger, 
and the intimidation of the magi- 
flracy, from the due execution of 
their office in maintaining or- reftor* 
ing the public peace ; yet the exten- 
Jion of fimilar orders to the army in > 
other parts of the kingdom, where 



no prefling danger actually exifts, 
and where no reluctance in the ma- 
giftracy to perform their duty can be 
reafonably fufpected, cannot be de- 
fended on any real ground of necef- 
fity. 

Refolved, That it; is the deareft in- 
tereft of every prirate fubject, as well 
as. his bounden duty, by the law of 
the land, to exert himfelf according 
to his utmoft ability, to maintain 
the peace of the country, fo that 
good order may, without the aid or 
interpofition of any military force, v 
be effectually preferred within the. 
fame. 

Refolved, That this Committee 
doth moft earneftlv recommend to all 
fubftantial houfe-nplders to be ready 
and prepared, on the firft appearance 
of any riotou>commotions, to afilft 
in maintaining peace and good order, 
under the direction of the civil ma- 
giftrate. 

Refolved, That this Committee 
will, at a future meeting, proceed to 
a nomination of delegates to attend 
in London next winter, to commu- 
nicate with the delegates of other 
petitioning or aflbciated bodies, on 
the means of carrying into effect the 
objects of their petitions or aflbcia- 
tions. C. Wyvill, Chairman. 

Rev. Mr. Wytill, Chairman, 
Mr. Strickland, Rev. Mr. Mafon, 
Mr, Marriott, |Cev. Mr. Deajtry, 
Mr. P. Milnes, Mr. Lloyd, Sir R. 
Hildyard, Mr. Place, Mr. Mkkle- 
thwaite, Rev. Mr. Yarker, Mr. 
Croft, Mr. Crofc-,-jun. Mr Morritt, 
Rev. Mr. Comber, SirW. St. Quin* 
tin, Mr. C. St. Quintin, Mr. Hil* 
dyard, Mr. Courtney, Rev. Mr\ 
Cayley, Rey. Mr. Dixon, Mr. Raw* 
fon, Mr. Booth, Rev. Mr. Robin- 
ion, Mr. Baynes, Mr. Baynes, jun. 
Mr. Poljambe, Sir J. Norciiffe, Mr. 
S. Walker, Rev. Mr. Carver, Mr. 
Duncombe, Mr, J, S. Smith, Mr. 
Cradfclc* Mr. Edmunds, Mr. Took- 
er, Mr. Stovin, Earl of Effingham, 
L)r. Swainfton, Mr, Elfley, Rev. 
T * Mr* 
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MivZoucfc, Mr. L. -S. Lafcelles, 
Kev. F. Dodfworth, Mr. Cotton, 
Rev, Mr. Prefton, Mr. Dring, Mr. 
Hayes, Rev. Mr. Wilkinfon, Mr. 
Dixon, Mr. R. S. Milnes, Mr. * 
Shore, Mr. William "Jackfon, Mr. 
Athorpe, Mr. Mathews, jun. Sir 
John Coghul, Mr. James Milnes, 
jun. Mr. Bell. 

'The Committee of Aflbciation, 
which met on Wednesday at the 
York Tavern, was very numerous, 
and we are happy to fav, that the 
greateft unanimity prevailed in all 
their deliberations. 

York-Ta*vern t Auguft 3, 1780. 

At the adjourned meeting of the 
Committee of Aflbciation, 

Refolved, That as we do not flat- 
ter ourfelves that the commiffion of 
accounts, appointed by the late aft, 
promifes the public that effectual 
redrefs which it wifhes, Mr. Burke 
Jae defired to prefent again, in the 
next feffion of parliament, his bill 
€i for the better regulation of his 
Majefty's civil eitablifhment, and of 
certain public offices ; for the limita- 
tion of penfions, and the fuppreffing 
of fundry ufelefs, expenfive, and in- 
convenient places, and for applying 
the monies faved thereby to the pub- 
Iicfervice ;" and that die Chairman 
be requefted to write to Mr. Burke 
accordingly, 

< - • " C. WyyitL, Chairman. 

Yhe following letter was fent by Mr. 
WyviUL, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, to the Right Hon. the $arl t 

$f EFFINGJf>yM. 

\ " My Lord, 

*•* By order of the Committee of 
ACocia?ion, ; I have the honour to 
communicate to your Lordfhip the 
vote which admits you a Member of 
their body. 

^When the Committee firft met 
to deliberate On a plan for a Parlia- 
mentary reform, in order to give 
fecurity to our common liberty, they 
thought it ? in the earlier ftages of 



that bufinefs, improper to admit 
members of either Houfe of Parlia- 
ment, as well out of delicacy to the 
members themfelves, as from other 
obvious confiderations ; but now, 
when that plan has been maturely 
dige fled and fettled, fuch objections 
no longer fubfift, and therefore it is 
with the greater! pleafure that they 
admit your' Lordihip (who has al- 
ready honoured the Aflbciation with 
your fignature) to take a part in 
their deliberations. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
C. Wyvill, Chairman. 
York, Aug. 3. 

A ilmilar letter was fent to Charles 
Turner, Efq. 



New-York, June 21. Laft Satmv 
day, the 17th, his Excellency Ge- 
neral Sir Henry Clinton arrived here 
in perfect health, from Charles- 
town. 

New-York, June J 7. Lafl mght 
arrived at the watering-place Vice- * 
admiral Arbuthnot, in perfect health, 
from Charles-town, 

Philadelphia, June 17. Laft Wed- 
nefday evening arrived Lieutenant- 
colonel Ternant, with the following 
difpatches from Major-general Lin- 
coln to Congrefs : 

Charles -town. May 24, 1 780, 
"Sir, 
" The inclofed papers will'inform 
k Congrefs of each important circum- 
ftance which has occurred in this de- 
partment fince I did myfelf the ho- 
. nour to write to them on the 9th ult. 
by Mr. Cannon. 

" They will hereby obferve, that 
after every effort and exertion made 
. by a handful of brave troops, con- 
tending with numberlefs hardships 
and difficulties (to all which they 
moff chearfully fubmitted) we were 
reduced to the fad neceflity of treat- 
ing with Sir Henry Clinton, and ac- 
ceding to the terms of capitulation 
which accompany this letter. 

» IihaU 
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- *' I mall not at prefcnt go into a 
detail of the matter, as I expect to 
reach Congrefs before this : but 
ihonld I not, Lieutenant-colonel 
Ternant, who is the bearer of this 
letter, will be able to give a minute 
ftate of things : I mult beg leave 
therefore to refer Congrefs to that 
gentleman, and to afture them, that 
his fteady attention to duty, and zeal 
For the fervice, entitle him to every 
refpect. 

" I have the honour to.be, with 
the higheft regard and efteem, your 
Excellency's moll obedient fervant, 
fi. Lincoln. 

*< P. S. Lieutenant-colonel Ter- 
nant will be able to inform Congrefs 
what has caufed fo much delay in 
getting off the difpatches. 

Return of the killed and 'wounded 
during the fie ge. 

Killed, i Colonel, i Aid-de- 
camp, 6 Captains, 3 Lieutenants, 
1*0 Serjeants, 68 rank and file, con- 
tinentals — wounded, 1 Major, 2 
Captains, 5 Lieutenants, 18 Ser- 
jeants, and 1 14 rank and file, conti- 
nentals. 

The militia and failors, being in 
a different part of the town, fuffered 
no lofs. 

'Return of the continental troops^ pri- 
f oners of tvar, including Jick and 

wounded* 

Major-general Lincoln. 

Brigadiers : Moultrie, M'Intofh, 
Woodford, Scott, Du Pcrtail, Ho- 
gan. 

Colonels 9, Lieutenant-colonels 
14, Majors 15, Captains and Cap- 
tain-lieutenants 84, fecond Lieute- 
nants and Enfigns 32. 

Non-commiilioned officers 209, 
drums and fifes 140, rank and file 
1977. 

The number of deferters from our 
army r from the 29th of March to the 
1 2th of May, amounted only to 20. 

Pablifhed by order 0/ Congress, 

Charles Thomson, Secretary. 



An account of the operations of the royal 

army in jerfey. By a Briiijh Of* 
fcer. From the New -Tor A Gazette*. 

Elizabeth-town, June 20, 1780. 
On Tuefday the 6th in ft. the troops 
made their firft landing upon Eliza- 
beth-town meadows, and were crofted 
over by divifions in fucceffion from 
Staten-Ifland, with fome light artil- 
lery, taking their route by Elizabeth-* 
town and Connecticut Farms, towards 
Springfield. Dayton's regiment, re-. 
ceiving intimation of our approach, 
retired withprecipitation, as did alfo 
the other Jerfey regiments which 
compofe Maxwell's brigade, from 
their pofition near Camp's ; the mi- 
litia of the country, although inca- 
pable of making any fixed refiftance,- 
did their utmoft to incommode the 
troops upon their march, and collect- 
ing from different quarters, they af- 
fembled in fome force in the vicinity 
ofSpringfield,formingajuncl:ionwith 
the Jerfey brigade at that place, and 
it is faid that in the courfe of Wed-,: 
nefday the 7th inft. they were fup- 
ported by another brigade detached 
from Morris-town. 

The troops halted upon fome 
heights beyond Connecticut Farms, 
where they were ordered to take poft 
till fuch time as the remainder of the * 
artillery, the provifion and other 
waggons , with the corps which 
brought up the rear, joined the army. 
From this circumftance it is probable 
the enemy conceived, that whatever 
might have been the original plan, 
it was intended to penetrate no fur- 
ther. Increafing in numbers, they 
ufed every exertion in their power, 
in flying parties, to fire upon the ad- 
vanced picquets, and during the 
courfe of the day, they made different 
attacks upon a body of Jagers, which 
was advanced upon the Springfield- 
road ; this produced much firing 
upon both fides. 

During the courfe of the evening, 

it is reported that information was 

received from the fouthward, which 

rendered 
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tendered it expedient to defer the 
object in agitation, and about two 
tours afterwards the troops returned 
towards Elizabeth-town, without a 
, Angle mot being fired, taking poft 
upon the heights near the point. 

On Thuriday the 8th inft. the 
eneniv advanced in fome force to 
Elizabeth-town, and made an at- 
tack upon the 22d regiment, which 
was potted fome little diftance in 
firont of the line ; this regiment was 
ordered to fall back, and the enemy 
conceiving it was the rear-guard of 
the^army, they advanced with fome 
xapidity, but were focn checked, 
and retired with precipitation. 

The lofs fuitained during the 
courfe of this fervke is mcon- 
fcderable. 

Whilft the troops were advancing 
to Connecticut Farms, the enemy 
fired out of their honfes, agreeable 
to their ufual practice, from which 
cxreurnftance Mrs. Caldwell had the 
misfortune to be fhot by a random 
Iwlr; what heightened the fingula- 
rity of this lady's unhappy fate, is, 
that upon enquiry it appears, that 
the {hot was fired by the enemy, as 
it entered the fide of the houfe from 
their direction, and lodged in the 
wall nearefl to the troops, ^then ad- 
vancing. The manner in which 
they aggravate this unfortunate af- 
fair, in their publications, is of a 
piece with their uniform conduct. 
Whatever may be the humane wittier 
of the Commanders, httman nature 
at times, fteps over the barrier of 
<iifcipline, and men of judgment and 
candour, in the great fcale of politi- 
cal reafoning, do not wonder at re- 
currences, which their private feel- 
ings tfirink at ; fuch are the effects 
of inteftine divifions ; miferable is 
tKe fate of that country, which is the 
theatre of fuch a quarrej, and ac- 
eorfed is the man, or the tet of men, 
who, from motives of private lucre, 
ot inordinate ambition, have fanned 
? iUme, which, if they were wil- 



ling they are now perhaps unable to 

extmguiih. 

New-York 9 June 17. Vice-Ad- 
miral ArbuthnOt has made the fol- 
lowing changes and promotions in 
the Royal Navy; Captain Evans, 
late of the Raiionable, is appointed 
Commander of the Bofton, rebel 
frigate, of 28 guns, now named the 
Charles-town. Capt. Henry, late 
of the Vigilant and Fewer, to that 
of the Providence. Capt. Child, 
lite of the Pacific, to that of the 
Raifonable, of 64 guns, vice Capt. 
Evans. Edmond Bowers, Efq. firft 
Lieutenant of the Admiral's flag flrip 
the Europe, to that of the Ranger, 
of 18 guns ; ft>e is now named the 
Halifax.. Capt. Douglas, late Lieu- 
tenant of the Roebuck, is appointed 
acting Captain of the Rpebuck, vice 
Sir Andrew Hammond. 

The following troops cqmpofc the 
garrifon of Charles-town. 

Britifli. The Royal Eoglifll fu* 
iijeers, the 63 d and 64th regiments. 

HefTjan. The regiment of Dit- 
four, and regiment of Huyn. 

New Y*rk y June 1 4. Ext rae? from 
the frotef of Capt, Jotf N Coul- 
tha^d, of tie letter of marque 
Jhif Watt, Belonging to Liverpool^ 
that arrived he r e <wiib a cargo of 
merchandise on the 1 ith infant, 
€C On the ift day of June, being 
in latitude $$ deg. 54 min. N. and 
long. 66 deg. W. from the meridi- 
an of London, at ten o'clock, A. M. 
faw a large ihip under the lee bow, 
bearing N. W. by W. diftant about 
three or four miles, fuppo&d her to 
be a rebel veflel bound to France, 
and immediately bore down upon 
her. When me perceived we were 
(landing for her ihe hauled up her 
courfes and hove too. We then 
found her to be a frigate of 34. or 36 
guns, and full of men, and immedi- 
ately hoiiled our colours and fired a 
gun ; fne at the ftme time hoifled 
Saint George'* colours,' and fired a 
gun to leeward. We then took her 

for 
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fbr one of hw Majefry's cruizing fri - 
gates, and intended fpeaking to her ; 
but as foon as (he faw we were get- 
ting on her weather quarter, they 
filled their topfaife and Hood to the 
e aft ward. W« then fired five guns 
to bring her to, but fhe having a 
clean bottom, and we foul, and a 
cargo in, could not come up with 
her : therefore, finding it a folly to 
chace, fired two guns into her, and 
wore fhip to the weflward, at the 
fame time fhe fired one gun at us 
loaded with grape mot and round, 
and wore after us ; perceiving this, 
we immediately hauled up our courfes 
and hove too for her, fhe ftill kept 
Englilh colours flying, till fhe came 
within piftol fhot, on our weather 
quarter, fhe then hauled down Eng- 
fifh colours, and hoilted rebel co- 
lours ; upon which weinflantly gave 
her three cheers and a broadfide, fhe 
returned it, and we came along-fide 
one another, and for above fevcn 
glafTes engage4 yard arm and yard 
arm ; my officers and men behaved 
like true fons of Old England. 
While our braces were not fhot 
away, we box-hauled our fhip four 
different times, and raked .her 
through the flern, fhot away her 
main-topmaft, and main yard, and 
{nattered her hull, rigging, and fails 
very much. At laft all our braces 
and rigging were fhot away, and the 
two mips lay along-fide of one ano- 
ther right before the wind ; fhe then 
fhot a little a-head of us, got her 
forefail fet, and run, we gave her 
t'other broadfide and flood after her, 
fhe could only return us two guns* 
Not having a Handing fhroud, flay, 
or back-flay, our mails wounded 
through and through, our hull, rig* 
ging, and fails, cut to pieces, and 
being very leaky, from a number of 
fhot under water, only one pump fit 
to work, the other having been torn 
to pieces by a twelve pound fhot, 
after chafing her for eight hours, 
loft £ght, and made the bell of our 
way to this port. We had eleven 



men killed, two more cRed the 
next day, and v Seventy-nine wound* 
ed." . 

The New- York paper, of Juae 
21, contains the following para- 
graphs, relating to the above Eng- 
lifh fhip; 

" The gallant behaviour of Capt. 
Coulthard, and the crew of the 
Watt letter of marque, meets with 
univerfal applaufe. Major-general 
Pattifon, on the arrival of the fhip, 
with the utmoil politenefs and hu- 
manity, ordered the wounded men 
to be received into the general hof- 
pita!, where they have every atten- 
tion paid to them by Dr. Nooth, 
and the other gentlemen of the fa- 
culty. It being reprefented to Ad- 
miral Arbuthnot, that a matt of a 
fize large enough for the fhip Watt 
could not be purchafed in this city, 
his Excellency was fo obliging as to 
order one to be fpared out of the 
King's naval yard.; the Admiral 
has alfo exempted the crew from 
being imprefled, and was kind 
enough to fignify that every protec- 
tion and affiilance might be expe&ed 
from him. To thefe indulgent 
marks of attention may be added 
the uncommon fenfibility, admira- 
tion, and applaufe of the public. A 
very liberal fubfeription having been 
for the benefit of the wounded men, 
and for the purchafe of a piece of 
plate, which will be prefented to the 
highly meritorious and truly re- 
nowned Commander." 
Extrad of a letter, date J Mid diet own* 
May 23. 

" Governor Trumbull received 
an exprefs from General Warning- 
ton yefterday, defiring him to for- 
ward a large quantity of jirovifions 
to New-London immediately, as a 
fleet might be expected there in a 
few days, and this day another ex- 
prefs went through this town, with 
a packat for the Governor, wrote in 
French, fent from the fea-fide.'* 

Boftcn^ May 18. We are author^ 
ed to allure the public, that Captaia 

la 
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la Tpuche, Commander of his Moll 
Chriftian Majefty's frigate the Her- 
mione, foon after his arrival, fent a 
letter to the Council of this State, 
of which the following is a tranf- 
lation : 

" S I R, ' 

" It being 'tke- intention of his 
Majefty the King of France, that 
his fliips of war and frigates mould, 
upon all occafions, promote the fer- 
viceof the United States, I am fure 
I act in conformity to his pleafure in 
making to you, Sir, the offer of go- 
ing into the bay, with the frigate I 
command, in order to keep off, en- 
gage, or take, any Englifh privateer 
or frigate that may come to intercept 
the trade of this State. I mall ac- 
cordingly have the honour to fend, 
every morning, an officer from on 
board my fhip to the General Af- 
fembly, who mall have it in charge 
from me to receive your orders- I 
have thought there might be occa- 
ilons in which my fervices might be 
of ufe to thrs State, while I am 
waiting for the inftructions of his 
Excellency the Minifter Plenipoten- 
tiary of France. I cannot fufficiently 
exprefs, Sir, how great my fatisfac- 
tion will be in embracing fuch occa- 
fions, and in giving every proof of 
my attachment and entire devotion 
to the caufe of America. 

" J have the honour to be, &c." 
^The'Uon, Jeremiah Powell, Efa. 

Prefident of the Council of 

Maffachufetts-Bay* 

Extract of a letter, from Shippenf- 

burgh, in Pennfylvania, dated the 

zzd injlant* 

* c We had intelligence lad night, 
that the Indians have killed 25 per- 
fons on Yellow Creek, near Bedford ; 
Mr. Robert Chambers, jun. is faid 
to be amongft the flain. 

** The brave Colonel Broadhead, 
with a confiderable body of expert 
and other troops, is preparing for a 
fpeedy expedition againft thofe fa« 



vage enemies, who art laying waflfi 
the frontiers of Pennsylvania." 

Chatham, May 3. The favages, 
with Guy Johnfon at their head, 
have been very troublefome on our 
frontiers of late, and committed the 
greateft depredations and moft wan* 
ton cruelty on the Mohawk river j 
but as General Clinton is detached 
with his brigade to that quarter, wd 
hope Mr. Johnfon, with his Fndian 
tribe, will foon be reduced to their 
primitive obfcurity. 

Philade\phia> June 7. 

In General AJfembly of Pennfylvaniat 

IVednefday, May 31, 1780. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, 
the Houfe went into the election of 
two Delegates in Congrefs, when 
Jared Tngerfol and Timothy Mat-* 
lack were chofen by ballot, in addi- 
tion to John Armftrong, and James 
Searle, James M'Leane, and Frede- 
rick Muhlenburg. 

Thurfday, June I, 178c. 

Whereas the exigencies which 
may arife in a flate o? war, are fre- 
quently of a nature that require fuch 
fudden and extraordinary exertions, 
as are impoflible for the legiflative 
body to provide for by the ordinary 
courfe of law ; therefore, 

Refolved unanimoufly, That dur- 
ing the recefs of this Houfe, fhould 
the circumftances of the war make it 
neceflary, the Prefident or Vice* 
Prefident in Council be authorifed 
and empowered, to declare martial 
law, fo far as the fame may be con- 
ducive to the public fecurity, and to 
the fafety and defence of the good 
and faithful citizens of this Com- 
monwealth. 

Extract from the minutes, 

Thomas Pain&, 
Clerk of the General AiTembly. 
In Council, Philadelphia, Juntb% 
1780. 

Whereas in the the prefent ftate 

of public affairs, it may be neceflary 

to make extraordinary exertions for 

the fupply of the army, and fup- 

■* porting 
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porting other meafure's which may 
be adopted for the fafety and fecu- 
rity of the State in its freedom and 
independence ; and it will be juft 
and reasonable that, in the execu- 

* tion of fuch meafures, a difcrimina- 
tion mould be made between thofe 
who have manifefled their attach- 
ment to their country, in the prefent 
conteft with Great Britain, and 
thofe of a contrary chara&er ; where- 
upon, 

Refolved, That it be recom- 
mended to all perfons who have 
ihewn their allegiance to the State, 
by taking an oath or affirmation of 
fidelity to it, and of their abjuration 
of the King of Great Britain, to 
keep their certificates thereof ready 
to be produced on the (hortefl no- 
tice i and to all perfons who have 
loft their certificates, to obtain dupli- 
cates, or to give fuch aiTurances, fo 
as to obtain certificates, or they may 
be in danger of lofing the indulgence 
and diftinclion to which they are. 
juflly entitled. 

Extract from the minutes, 
T. Matlacic, Secretary. 
In CouweiL, Philadtlpbia, June 6 , 
1780. 

Whereas the refidence of the 
wives artd children of thofe perfons 
who have joined the enemy has at all 
times proved inconvenient to the 
public interefls, in confequence of 
the correfpondence and intercourse 
which had been eonftantly preferved ; 
and as it has become too dangerous 
to be longer permitted or conniv- 
ed at, 

Refolved, That public notice be 
given to fuch perfons, that they de- 
part this State within ten days ; and 
any of them remaining after that 
time, will not be deemed as entitled 
to any protection, but liable to be 
proceeded agaihft as enemies of the 
State, 

* Extract from the minutes, 

T. Matlack, Secretary. 

* Vol. X. , 



Fijb-KilU June t. We ate in- 
formed by a gentleman from Hack- 
infack, that on Tuefday morning, 
the j©th ult. about an hour before 
day, ^ three; or four hundred of the 
enemy made their appearance at the 1 
New Bridge, with Hefign, as is fup- 
pofed, to nirprize, & guard of militia > 
half of them forded the river about 
a mile above the bridge, the remain- 
der eroded it j but were difappoint- 
ed, as our guard received intelli- 
gence of th^ir -approach, and retired. 
The two dwifions of the enemy/ 
meeting near<the bridge, each fup- 
pofed the other to be the guard, be- 
gan the attack like true veterans, 
exchanged feveral mot, and proceed- 
ed to fixed bayonets, when they 
difcovered their miflake, and imme- 
diately retired, taking with them 
ten men dead, and feveral wounded. 

By the lateft intelligence from 
Schenectady, we are informed, that 
Sir John Johnfon, (who fliles him- 
felf Lieutenant-colonel, commanding 
the King's Royal Yorkers, in the 
paroles given to fome of the prifo- 
ners) on Lord's day evening, the 
2 1 ft ult. made his Aril appearance at 
Johnfon-hall, undiscovered by any 
but his -friends, who, no doubt, were 
in the fecret, — On Monday, about 
day-break, they began to burn all 
the houfes, except thofe of the 
Tories; beginning at Afton Put- 
nam's, below Tripe's-hill, and con- 
tinued burning to Anthony's Nofe, 
or Acker's houfe, except a few, 
which, by the vigilance of the 
people,' were put out after the ene- 
my had fet them on fire* There 
are burnt about thirty-three houfes 
and out-houfes, and a mill ; many 
cattle were killed in the field, and 
fixty or feventy fheep burnt in a 
barn. Eleven perfons were killed. 
Colonel Filher and his two brothers 
were killed and fcalped ; the Colo- 
nel went up flairs, and there de* 
fended himfelf, but being over- 

U powered, 
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powered* was \knocked down and 
Scalped; on which they plundered 
the houfe, fet it on fire, and then 
' went off. The Colonel revived a 
little, though he was left by the 
enemy for dead*, he pulled one of 
his dead brothers out of the houfe, 
then in flames ; the 1 other was coa- 
fumed in the houfe. It is faid the 
doctors have hopes that Col. Fifher 
will recover : his mother had a nar- 
row efcape for her life, being knocked 
on the head by an Indian. Captain 
Hanfen was killed by an Indian, who 
had formerly been ufed by him with 
kindnefs, and profefled mucn grati- 
tude. Old Mr. Fonda was cut in 
feveral parts of his head with a to- 
mahawk. Had it not been for the 
alertnefs of Major Van Vrank, pro- 
bably more would have been killed 
by their favage hands; he alarmed 
the people along the way to Caghna- 
waga, who by crofling the river fav- 
ed their lives. - Having done all the 
mifchief to the dittrefled inhabitants 
they poffibly could, they returned to 
Johnfon Hill in the afternoon, when 
Johnfon dug up his plate, and about 
fun down marched for the Scotch 
Hum, about four miles that evening. 
He has got fifteen or twenty of his 
negroes, who had been fold. Seve- 
ral of his tenants and others are gone 
with him. He has permitted fome 
of his prifoners to return on parole. 
His whole force when he landed at 
Crown Point, > is faid to be about 
'five hundred men, two hundred of 
them Britilh, part of his own regi- 
ment, and Indians. Captain Put- 
man and four men followed them in 
their retreat four days, on their way 
to Lake Champlain. He &w him 
twenty-four miles from Johnfon- 
Hall ; fome think they will take 
their route to* Ofwagarchie; but it 
feems ' probable, as they have not 
brovifion fufficient with them. His 
Excellency the Governor has col- 
lected a body of militia to intercept 
their way to Lake Champlain, A 
number have alfo marched from the 



New - Hampshire Grants, (at the 
fame purpoie : Col. Van Schaick, 
with eight hundred men, is in pur- 
fuh of him by the way of John's-town • 
We hear the enemy had their feet 
much fwelled by their long march ; 
and being greatly fatigued, it k 
hoped our people may come up with, 
and give a good account of the Lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

On the calling up of the ballots 
of the late election for Governor, 
his Excellency George Clinton, Efq. 
was found to have three thoufand 
two hundred and fixty-four more 
than any other candidate; 

Niw*York, June 10. By authen- 
tic intelligence from Albany, we 
learn, that Sir John johnfon, with 
a ftrong party in the neighbourhood 
of John's-town. He burnt feveral 
houfes on the banks of-the Mohaw 
river, between his own houfp and 
the village of Stonearabie, about 
the ixft and 2?dof May, and had a 
fltiriBifh, in which fome 'of the mi- 
litia were killed, and between 20 
and 30- taken prifoners. Among 
them were Col. Vifcher, and Jellis 
Fonda, and two brothers of each, 
with others* Fonda was a fenator of 
the government at Poughkeepne. 

We learn alfe from the Wall Kill, 
that there is another party under 
MelTrs. Butler and Brant, in the 
weftern parts of Ulfter county. - 

In confequence of feveral houfe* 
being lately burnt on the Mohawks 
river, by the Indians, under the 
command of Sir John Johnfon, a 
number of the inhabitants are .order-* 
ed up to that country, «nder the 
command of Gen. James Clinton,, 

Bofton, May 15* The public may 
rely that the following is a genuine 
letter froiri Colonel Campbell, who 
was fome time paft a pjifoner in this 
State, and who afterwards com- 
manded the Bricifh troops that firft 
took poft in Georgia, This letter 
was found in a prize lately brought 
in here, and we give it faithfully to 
our readers from the original. * 
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London, \$th January , 17S0. 
*' My dear Hugh, 
•* In my lift I informed you, that 
the defence of Savannah gave great 
fatisfadtion here, and it has had a 
very gjand effect upon the minds of 
the people, whofe spirits wete down, 
on account of the length of time 
which elapfed without any effort even 
to do good ; and though this was in 
fome meafure no more than a gallant 
defence, yet it made an impreifion 
almoft equal to what a victory would 
have done. The plan which is now 
underftood to be determined upon 
here for carrying on the war, is to 
take a certain number of pofts in 
America, in fuch away as to com- 
mand the trade of the country, and 
to have no other object in America 
than the maintaining thefe pofts, 
and the ruling of the trade by our 
fleets. The pofts faid * to be fixed 
up6n are Halifax, Penobfbot, New? 
York, Charles-town, Portfmouth in 
Virginia", Savannah, and ' St, Au- 
guftine ; to accomplifh which we 
imagine that you are now employed 
in 'taking Charles-town, aad efta- 
blifhing a poft at Portfmouth. Thefe 
objects being accomplifhed, we un- 
derftand 12,000. men are to be de- 
tached to the Weft-Indies, which ;s 
to be the active feat of the war 
againft the French and Spaniards, 
It is evident, tha; unlefs we can carry 
on an active and defenfive war againft 
them abroad, we can never fucceed 
or do well. Laft campaign we were 
all defenfive, and every thing went 
badly with us. I never^wifh to fee 
fuch another campaign. We will 
be anxious,- however, to know what 
our wife heads in America will think 
of this plan for the American war^ 
To be Jure, the more troops you 
can Jfpare from thence, to drub the 
coriinton enemies, the better ; yet 
I fear the number mentioned is 
more than you can give, after put- 
ting the pofts mentioned into a pro- 
per condition. * • 



1* We have had nothing new of 
any moment going on fince I wrote 
to you. Indeed Parliament has been 
adjourned all the time, which pre- 
vents our learning fo much as we 
otherwife do of the ftate operations. 

" It Js believed by many that 
there is an alliance formed between 
us and Ruflia, and I am inclined to 
believe that that either is the cafe, 
or that there is a treaty in forward- 
nef?. They can very well fpare us 
twenty fhips of the line, which would 
enable us to detach a greatiea force 
to the Weft-Indies ; indeed it would 
completely reftore us to the fupe- 
riority of the feas. There is nothing 
fettled yet between us and the Dutch 
about our right of frarching their 
mips. I expect our Court will per- 
fift* in thjis right, and I do not ima- 
gine the Dutch will choofc to go to 
war with us.— farewell, my dear boy, 
I am ever unalterably your's, 

A. Campbell." 

Li tut. qni Adjutant Hugh 
£amfbtll % xd battalion^ 
7iftreg. Gtorgia* 

New~Tork> Junt 1 . A little while 
ago a letter of marque was taken off 
Martinique, and among the papers 
found was a plan of operations, by 
which it appeared, that an attack 
was to have been made on St, Chrif- 
tophcr's. Upon this, orders were 
given by General Vaughan for the* 
55th regiment te be ready to embark 
at a moment's warning for; St. Kitt's. 
The Council and Aflcmbly addrefled 
his Excellency Qeneral Vaughan, 
tha,t he would fufrer the St. Kitt's 
regiment, to fray here; to which <he 
General replied, if they wouhi inftir* 
St. Kittys he would, 

New-Tor k, June 3. The new re- 
doubts near the Eaft-river, which the 
aflbciated and militia companies of 
the city, have been, with fuch laft-, 
ing credit to themfclves, employed 
in raifing, being now fl\ a very fatif- 
factory manner compleated on their 
part, Major-gefcerar Pattifoh returns 

U %' ; them 
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them his thanks for this frefh inftance 
he has received of their readinefs and 
good-will, to contribute their aid, in 
Forwarding the public fervice. 

. By order of the Commandant, 
Step, Adye, Aidde Camp. 
An account of the engagement between 

bis Majeji)'* Jbif Iris, Captain 

flawler, and a French frigate of 

36 guns. 

At 4 A. M. Tuefday, June 6, 
the Iris failed from Sandy-Hook ; at 
z P. M. fame day, fhe fell in with 
two privateer floops, one bore up to 
the Northward, which me chaced 
and run afhore on Long Ifland, 
where flie now lays a wreck. At half 
paft 4 A. M. Wednefday, chaced a 
brig privateer, as we fuppofed, to 
the Southward, at 6 left off chacing 
her, and chaced a floop and fchooner 
privateer to the northward. At half 
paft 7, faw a large fail on the lee- 
bow, fleering to the Welhvard, left 
off chacing the privateers, and chac- 
ed her. At 8 me tacked, and Hood 
towards the Iris, and foon after 
hoifted French colours. * At 20 mi- 
nutes before 9, crofled each other, 
and exchanged bnoadfides, bore up 
and continued, a clofe aftion under 
top-fails. At jo the French frigate 
fet her courfesj.tap-gallaut-fails, and 
and ftuddingrfails, . and made off. 
The Iris mad* what- fail fhe poffibly 
could after her, but all the running 
lagging being entirely {hot away,, 
her mails, yards, Tails, aid ftanding 
Tigging, being likewife much da- 
maged, prevented iter being able to 
fet' ftudding-faila r , by which the 
French frigate gained much ground 
of her. At 49 miautes paft j.p, faw 
another large fail a-head, which the 
Iris fuppofed was her confort, by the 
frigates firing a fignal gun, and tak- 
ing in her fore-top-gallant flpdding- 
feil, the Iris thought it prudent, m 
the mattered condition . flie was* in, 
to haul her wind to the Sonthward, 
at which time her fore-top-fail-yara 
brpke, The Iris had 7 men killed, 



and 9 wounded, one of which 11 
fincedead. She is fuppofed to be the 
Hermione, copper-bottomed French 
frigate, of 36 guns, from Bofton. ' 

Annapolis, May 26* 
ExtraQ of a letter from tf>e Congrefs 

to bis Excellency Governor Lee, 

May 11, 1780. 

[Circular,] 
" Sir, 

" The Congrefs have received 
authentic information, that his Moft 
ChrifHan Majefty is preparing to 
fend a powerful naval and land force, 
to fome part of the continent of 
North America. This force gene- 
roufly calculated either to produce a 
diverfion in our favour, or to for- 
ward the operation of our arms, by 
being directed to the fame objeft, 
may either, by our exertions, be. 
made the means of delivering our . 
country in the , courfe of the cam- 
paign from the , ravages of war, or 
being rendered ineffeftual, through 
our fupinenefs, ferve only to fully 
the reputation of our arms, to defeat 
the benevolent intention of our great 
ally, and to difgrace our confederacy 
in the eyes of Europe. 

" Every ftate, that reflefts upon 
the depreciation of the currency, and 
their own deficiency in the payment; 
of their taxes, mull peceffarily con- 
clude, that the Treafury is exhaufted. 
The military departments are at a 
(land for want of money to put them 
"in motion. The Congrefs have nq 
reipurces, but in your fpirit and vir«. 
tue ; upon this they confidently rely. 
You know the value of the prize for 
which, you contend, nor need you be 
Informed how much you are intei-eft- 
ed in a ipeedy termination of this 
diftreiung and expenfive war, 

^ But as the fmalleft disappoint- 
ment in the requiiitions they make, 
jnay he. attended with moft ferious 
conferences, they have, endea- . 
youred to limit their demands, as 
not to exceed your power to com- 
ply wi& them," 

Providence, ' 
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Providence, Maj zj. 
ExtraQ of a Utter from New : London> 
May 23. '. 

" Captain Champlin has juft ar- 
rived here in feventcen d^ys from 
Point Petre, Guadaloupe. He re- 
ports, as do feveral other mailers of 
ve/Tels, paflengers with him, that 
the French had much the beft in the 
late action off Dominica on the 16th 
ult. one of the Englilh ninety gun 
Jhips loft her foremaft, and feveral 
others were much difabled The 
French fleet kept the fea, and the 
Englilh put back to St. Lucia. The 
French landed their fick and wound- 
ed at BafTettere, Guadaloupe; they 
had fix thoufand troops on board. 
The 1 8th they wer? feen to wind- 
ward off Guadaloupe, faid to be 
bound to attack Barbadoes. Such 
of the Britilh fleet as were able to 
put to fea again* were on the 30th 
ieen to leeward." 

The Printer of the New-York 
Gazette, in his paper of June 3, 
rea/bning on the above article, fays, . 
*' The object of the Count de Gui- 
chen, Admiral of the French fleet, 
was to make a defcent on the ifland 
of Barbadoes, carrying feven thou- 
fand land forces on board twenty-five 
line of battle mips for that purpofe. 
The intention has, by Admiral Rod- 
ney, been defeated." 

New-Tori, May 26, Laft Mon- 
day afternoon Colonel Delancey with 
a party of refugees, made an incur- 
fion of about thirty miles into the 
enemy's country. The foot took 
poft at Byron Bridge, while the 
Horfe parted Sherwood's Bridge, and 
proceeded to Horfeneck, where a 
party of tl>e enemy were ftationed — 
they immediately attacked them, 
killed eight, took prifoners a Lieu- 
tenant, a Commiflary, a Mr. Knap, 
a Preftyterian Minifter, and thirty- 
fa rank and file, alfo deftroyed a* 
piece of* cannon. Lieutenant Knip, 
with a fmall detachment under his 
command, fix prifoners at another 



place; the lofs of the enemy would 
have been greater had it not be«i 
for a wood near where they lay, in 
which they took ftielter, and where 
Delancey's horfe could ad. The lofs 
the refugees' fuftained was Captain 
Fowler, a brave and gallant officer, 
who was killed where the piquet 
guard was polled, 

Fridmy, Aug. if. 
The following interefBng corre- 
fpondence, Between the King of 
Pruffia and the prefent Elector of 
Cologne, relative to the election 
of a Coadjutor or future fucceflbr, 
in the electorate of Cologne, in 
the bifhoprick of Mun^er, which 
came on the 16th of Auguft, has 
been communicated to us from 
gpod authority: 
A letter of the Ehfior of Cologne to 
the King of Pruffia, dated Auguftuf 
b ur &b* J une 9> 1780. 
** I received your Majefty's letter, 
dated the 30th of laft month, to* 
.gether with another, addrefled to 
the Chapter of Munfter. The En- 
voy yon Emminghanfa has likewife 
delivered to me the meflage your 
Majefty entrufted him with, relating 
to an intended election of a Coadju- 
tor in both my bifliopricks, and I 
have confidered of it with that per- 
fect confidence which I repofe in> 
your Majefty. The Court of Vienna 
has, without doubt, notified to your 
Majefty the wifh of our beloved the 
Archduke Maximilian, hitherto Co- 
adjutor of the Teutonic order, to be 
eftabliftied in a principality or elec - 
torate of the empire, and has amica- 
bly entreated your Majefty to lend 
Jiim your powerful afliflance. 

" The various fteps which hare 
been taken on this account, and 
which have been reprefented to me ; 
my fincere wifh to eftablifh, as much 
as in my power, the welfare of my 
fubjects; the kind and equitable re- 
queft made to me by the Imperial 
Court, in regard to Prince Maximi- 
lian, 
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lias, together with the particular 
confidence which I place in this 
Prince, who is endowed with fo many- 
eminent qualities* and which to my 
great fatisfaction, even my chapters 
and territories feem to place in him, 
iave induced me to refolve upon hav- 
ing a Ccoadjutor* Your Majefty, in 
your great judgment, will eaftly per- 
ceive, that theele&ion of this Prince, 
which I, upon mature deliberation, 
Lave refolved upon (arid which will 
take place, according to the ftricteft 
rules of a free election, to which I 
and the biihopricks are entitled, 
agreeable to the conftitution of the 
Roman empire) will not be attended 
with the leaft detriment to the peace 
and happinefs of this empire : on 
the contrary, I am perfuaded from 
frequent inftances recorded inhiftory, 
that princes, defcended from high 
and llluftrious- anceftors, when they 
fcave been chofen fovereigns of ec- 
de&aftkal principalities, have al* 
way*' promoted the peace and in- 
tereft of their dominions ; and I hope 
that mine, under fuch a fucceflbr, 
will derive the fame advantages ; 
especially as it is well known, that 
the Chapter and ftates are always 
confalted on matters of fo great im- 
portance, v 

4C I therefore hope your Majefty, 
according to your wonted magnani- 
mity and equity, which are known 
to all the world, will honour with 
your approbation my intentions, 
which in regard to the conftitution 
©f the empire, and the connexions 
with the neighbouring refpe&able 
powers, are inoffenfive ^and indif- 
ferent; and do juftice to thofe fenti- 
jaents of refpe&ful regard with 
which I am, &c. 

Maximi!iaw Frederick, 
Eleftor. 
Eh Pr*Jfi*n Majtftfs Jnfvoer to the 
Eltttor of Cologne* 

*• Your Electoral Grace has com- 
municated to us, in your letter, 
dated June >#, fome reafons which 



have determined you for an election 
of a Coadjutor in your biihopricks, 
in favour of the Archduke Maximi- 
lian, and which in your opinion, are 
fuch, as will procure, either our 
affeht to this intended election, or 
to make us indifferent about it. 
But we confefs that thefe arguments 
are of fuch a nature, that we cannot 
forbear to lay before your Electoral 
Grace, the following confidential 
declarations and remonftrances. We, 
at the fame time, moll earnef!Iy and 
fincerely recommend to your en- 
lightened and patriotic consideration, 
fome obfervations, which defervt 
your noble attention. 

i€ In the firft place, the Court of 
Vienna has not, as your Electoral 
Grace fuppofes, given us the leal! 
intimation of its intentions reflecting 
the Coadjutory of Cologne and Mun- 
fter, though it has been done to 
other courts and dates that are lefs 
interefted in it. We have no ob- 
jection to the election ; but we can- 
not be blamed if we are not indif- 
ferent about the perfon in whole 
hands and under whpfe government 
thefe biihopricks are. 

" We are Well acquainted with 
the eminent and illuftrious qualifica- 
tions of the Archduke Maximilian \ 
we alfo do not deny either him or 
the illuftrious Houfe of Auftria, any 
advantages which are confident with 
the welfare and the conititutioft of 
the German empire : but, it cannot^ 
efcape the penetration of your Elec- 
toral G/ace, how dangerous the 
confequences might be for the Ger- 
manic conftitution, to have the dig- 
nities of two electorates united in the 
Houfe of Auftria, and an arthbilhop- 
rick and a bilhop's fee in the p&foii 
of one of its princes. It would in- 
fluence the. affairs of the empire, and* 
ma£e thefe biihopricks too much de- 
pendent ; for they would be entirely 
governed by the meafuresof the Im- 
perial Court, and their intereft would 
be blended Stt ajl tinws with the 1 

view* 
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views of the Court of Vienna; they 
would be drawn into every feud and 
war, and into every political difpute, 
in which the Houfe of Aullria might 
take a part ; they would be concern- 
ed in all the broils of the Germanic 
body, as well as of all Europe ; and 
they wouid iofe all the confidence of 
the neighbouring States, being con- 
sidered as a province dependent on, 
and clofely connected with the Houfe 
of Auftria. 

" The true welfare, liberty, and 
independence of German epiicopal 
fees, on whofe prefervation the con- 
. ftitution of the German empire part- 
ly depends, require, that they ihould 
be governed by prelates, who, for 
themfelves, have no particular power 
or intereft, but what is derived from 
their biihopricks. We can appeal 
more to facts than to your Electoral 
Grace's reafons,, that thefe biihop- 
ricks haVfe been more benefitted by 
. thofe princes who were chofen from 
among their own capitulars, than 
from powerful and illuftrious fa- 
milies. 

" It is this which we, in tha pre- 
fent hiftance, wilh, expect, and 
think conducive, towards the wel- 
fare of thefe bifhopricks, and the 
whole Roman empire. 

" Our intentions and views, in 
this refpectj are pure and fincere; 
t we are far from recommending to 
the chapters a candidate, or to force 
one upon them. Whoever they 
fhould choofe out of their own body, 
mall be acceptable to us ; and if they 
choofe none, it will be equally a- 
greeable ; indeed it appears to us as 
if there was no neceffity for fuch an 
.election, fihce your Electoral Grace 
is not yet fo far advanced in years. 
In fliort, we have not the leaft in- 
tention of limiting the liberty of 
election; but if others mould think 
proper to do it, we mail protect the 
Chapters againft intrusions, thinking 
ourfclves in duty bound to act in this 
manner as one of the Electors and 



Princes of the empire, and being 
juftly entitled to take fuch a ftep, as 
one of the preftdents of the circle of 
the Lower Rhine and Weftphalia. 

" As far as we know it is again& 
the canonical law, the ftatutes of the 
Chapters? and epifcopal cauitulation, 
as well as againft our conftitution in 
church or ftate, that a fecular or any 
other power mould prefcribe, or re- 
commend, and thus obtrude a can- 
didate; or that votes mould be pro- 
cured by means that are diametri- 
cally oppofite to the laws of the 
church ; or. that a queitton, Whe- 
ther an election of a Coadjutor ought 
to take place ? fhould t>e decided , 
, without previoufiy afTembling the 
Chapter, The decifton of the Pppe, 
in 1763, -relating to the conteiUd 
election of a Biihop of Liege, fhews 
very clearly, that unlawful means of 
procuring votes make an election 
void* 

** Whenever a trefpafs againft the 
constitution of the Church or Chap- 
ter is committed, and an election is 
procured by a pretended majority, 
fuch an election would be, in itfelf, 
irregular and void, and thofe that 
. voted on the contrary fide, would be 
entitled to the aififtance and interpo- 
fition of the empire, and every pa- 
triotic prince that belongs tQ it— 
and what difagreeable confequences 
would not arife -from all this to your 
Electoral Grace, and to the bifhop- 
ricks and their fubjedfcs, which are 
entrufted to your care, and about 
whofe welfare you to very juftly feem 
to be concerned ? 

*' We therefore repeat it once 
more, and your Electoral Grace 
cannot. blame us for it, that, con- 
sidering the' fituation of our king- 
dom, and particularly of our terri- 
tories in the circle of Weftphalia, we 
can by no means be indifferent about 
the election of ,a Prince of fo power- 
ful a Houfe as that of Auftria. We, 
therefore, once more intreat you moft 
eameftly and iincerely, not to be y* 

too 
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* too great bafte in matters of fa much 
concern:, and rather to re-confider 
the bufinefs, ami prefer the welfare 
of the empire, and of your circle 
and -bifhopricks^ to all other confi- 
derations whatever ; to quiet the 

minds of us, and of other Princes 
who ire of the fame opinion with us, 
and to continue, as hitherto, in our 
friendly and neighbourly intercourfe. 
In hopes that you will approve of 
thefe fentiments, we remain, &c. 

F-RIDEMC." 

- Berlin, July 20, 1780. 

Declaration a/the King #/Den- 
muicW Norway, to the Courts 

^London, Verfailles, and Madrid. 

. Jfthe moft exact and perfect neu- 
trality, with the moft regular navi- 
gation, and the moft inviolable re- 
fpeft to treaties, could have kept 
free the commerce of the fubjecls of 
the King of Denmark and Norway, 
fiom the inroads of the powers with 
whom he is at peac£, free and inde- 
dendent, it would not be neceflary 

• to take measures to infure to his fub- 
jecls that liberty to which they have 

-th# moft incontrovertible right. The 
King of Denmark has always found- 
ed his- glory and his grandeur upon 
the efteem and confidence of other 
people. It has been his rule, from 
the beginning of his 1 reign, to teftify to 
all the powers, his friends, a conduct 
-the-moft capable of Convincing them 
of his pacific intentions, and of his 
defire to contribute to the general 
happtnefs of Europe* His proceed- 
ings have always been conformable 
to thefe principles, againft which 
nothing can be alledged j he has not, 
till now, addreffed himfelf, bur/ to 
the powers at war, to obtain a re- 
drefs of his griefs ; and he has never 
wanted moderation in his demands, 
nor acknowledgments when they 
have received the fuccefs they de- 
fended; but the neutral navigation 
hrs been too often molefted, and the 
moft innocent commerce of his fub- 



jects too frequently twaMec!, fo that 
the King finds himfelf obliged ta 
take proper meafures to aflure to 
himfelf and his allies, the fafetyef' 
commerce and navigation, and the 
maintenance of the infeparable rights 
of liberty and independence. If the 
duties of neutrality are facred, the 
law of nations has alfo his rights 
avowed by all impartial powers, eita- 
blifhed by cuftorn, and founded upon 
equity and reafon. A nation inde- 
pendent and neuter, docs not lofe by 
the war of others, the rights which 
fhe had before the war, becaufe peace 
exifts between her and all the belli- 
gerent powers. Without receiving 
or being obliged to follow the laws 
of either of them, fhe M allowed to 
follow, in all places (contraband ex- 
cepted) the traffic which fhe would 
have a right to do, if peace exifted 
with all Europe, as it exifts with her* 
The King pretends to nothing be- 
yond what the neutrality allows him* 
This is his rule and that of his peo- 
ple, and the King Cannot accord to 
the principle that a power at war has 
a right to interrupt the commerce of 
his fubjecls. He thinkstfSt due to 
himfelf, and his fubjefts, faithful 
obfervers of thefe rules, and to the 
powers at war themfelves, to declare 
to them the following principles, 
which he has always held, and which 
he will always avow and maintain, 
in concert with the Emprefs of all the 
Ruffias, whofe fentiments he finds 
entirely conformable with his own. 

I, That neutral veflelshave a right 
to navigate freely from port to port, 
even on the coafts of .the powers at 



war, 

IL That the effects of the fub]e& 
of the powers at war mall be fret m 
neutral vefTels, except fuch as are 
deemed contraband. 

IIL Thas nothing is to be under* 
ftood tinder the denominations of 
contraband, that . is not exprefsiy 
mentioned as fuch hi the third article 
-of his treaty of commerce with Great 

Britain, 
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Britain, m the year 1670, and the 
26th and 2/th articles of his treaty of 
commerce with Prance in the year 
1742, and the King will equally 
maintain thefe rules with thole 
powers with whom he has no treaty, 

IV. That he will look upon that 
as a fort blocked up, into which no 
veflel can enter without evident dan- 
ger, on account of veffels 0/ war Ra- 
tioned there, which form an effectual 
blockade. 

V. That thefe principles ferve for 
rules in procedure, and thatjufttce 
{hall be expeditioufly rendered, after 
the rules of the fea, conformable to 
treaty and ufage received. 

VI. His Majefty does not hefitate 
to declare, that he will maintain thefe 
principles, with the honour of his 
flag, and the liberty and indepen- 
dence of the commerce and naviga- 
tion of his fubjecls ; and that it is 
for this purpofe he has armed a part 
of his navy, although he is defirous 
to preferve, with all the powers at 
war, not only a good understanding, 
but all the friendfhip which the neu- 
trality can admit of. The King will 
never recede from thefe principles, 
unlefs he is forced to it ; he knows 
the duties and the obligations, he 
refpecls them as he does fris treaties, 
and defires no other than to main- 
tain them. His Majefty is perfuad- 
ed, that the belligerent powers wiil 
acknowledge the juftice of his mo- 
tives ; that they will be as averfe as 
himfelf to doing any thing that may 
opprefs the liberties of mankind, and 
that* they will give their orders to 
their Admiralty and to their officers, 
conformable to the principles above 
recited, which tend, to the general 
happinefs and intereft of all Europe. 

Copenhagen, July 8, 1780, 
The fallowing is /^/Declaration 

of tbt King of Sweden to tbt 

Jam* Court* 

Ever fince the beginning of the 
prefent war, the King has taken 
particular care to manifeft his inten- 

Vol. X. 



tions to all Europe. He impofed 
unto himfelf the law of a perfect 
neutrality ; he fulfilled all the duties 
thereof with the moft fcrqpulous ex- 
actitude ; and in confequence there- 
of, he thought liimfelf entitlad to 
all the prerogatives naturally apper- 
taining to the qualification of a 
fovereign perfectly neuter. But not* 
withstanding this, his commercial 
fubjecls have been obliged to claim 
his protection, and his Majefty has 
found himfelf under the neceffity to 
grant it to them. 

To effeet this, the King ordered 
laft year a certain number of men of 
war to be fitted out. He employed 
a part thereof on the coafts of his 
kingdom, and the reft ferved as con- 
voys for the Swedifh merchant fhips 
in the different feas which the com- 
merce of his fubjeets required them 
to navigate. He acquainted the fe- 
veral belligerent powers with thef« 
meafures, and was preparing to con- 
tinue the fame during the courfe. of 
this year, when other courts, who 
had likewife adopted a perfect neu- 
trality, communicated their fenti-. 
ments unto him, which the King 
found entirely conformable to his 
own, and tending to the fame ob- 

jea. 

The Emprefs of Ruflia caufed 2 
declaration to be delivered to the 
Courts of London, Verfailles, and 
Madrid, in which fhe acquainted 
them of her refolution to protect the 
commerce of her fubjecls, and to de- 
fend the univerfal rights and prero- 
gatives of neuter nations. This de- 
claration was founded upon fuchjuft 
principles of the law of nations and 
the fubfifting treaties, that it was 
impoflible to call them into queftion. 
The King found them entirely con- 
cordant with his own caufe, and with 
the treaty concluded in the year 
1666, between Sweden and France? 
and his Majefty could not forbear 
to acknowledge and to adopt the 
fame principles, not only with re- 

X gard 
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gardto thofe powers, with whom the 
faid treaties are in force, but alfo 
with regard to fuch others as are 
already engaged in the prefent war, 
or may be involved therein here- 
after, and with whom the King has 
no treaties to reclaim. It is the 
univerfal law, and when there are 
no particular engagements exifting, 
It becomes obligatory for all nations. 
In confequence thereof, the King 
declares hereby again, " That he 
will obferve the fame neutrality, 
and with the fame exactitude as he 
has hitherto done. He will enjoin 
all his fubjects, under rigorous pains, 
not to act in any manner, whatever, 
contrary to the duties which a ftrict 
neutrality impofes unto them ; but 
he will effectually protect their law- 
ful commerce, by all pofiible means, 
whenever they carry on the fame 
conformable to the principles here 
above mentioned." 



Explanation 'which the Court of 
Sweden has demanded*, relative to 
the propofal ^nvhich the Court rf 
Raffia has made her for the reci- 
procal protection and navigation of 
their fubjgfts. 

s I. How and in what manner a 

reciprocal protection and mutual af- 

fiflance fhall be given ? 

II. Whether each particular power 
fhall be obliged to protect the gene- 
ral commerce of the whole, or if in 
the mean time it may employ a part 
of its armament in the protection of 
its own particular commerce I 

III. If feveral of thefe combined 
fquadrons fhould meet, or, for ex- 
ample, one or more of their vefTels, 
what fhall be the rule of their, con- 
duct towards each other, and how far 
fhall the neutral protection extend ? 

IV. It feems efTential tp agree 
upon the manner in which reprefen-. 
Rations fhajl.be ma4e to the pow<era 
«t war, if, notwithstanding, our mea- 
sures, . their {hips of.war, or, armed- 



veffels, fhonld continue to interrupt 
our commerce in any manner * Mult 
thefe remonitrances be made in the 
general name of the united powers, 
or fhall each particular power plead 
its own caufe only ? 

V. Laftly, it appears eflentially 
neceflary to provide againft this pbf- 
fible event, where one of the united 
powers feeing itfelf driven to extre- 
mities againft any of the powers ac- 
tually at war, fhould claim the af- 
fiftance of the allies in this Conven- 
tion to do her juftice ; in what man- 
ner can this be belt concerted ? A 
circumftance which equally requires 
a ftipulation, that the reprifals in 
that cafe fhall not be at the will of 
fuch party injured, but that the 
common voice fhall deckle; other- 
wife an individual power might at 
its pleafure draw the reft againft 
their inclinations and interefts into 
difagreeable extremities, or break 
the whole league and reduce matters 
into their original ftate, which would 
render the whole fruitlefs- and of not 
effeft. 

Anfwer of the Court of Rujjia. 

I. As to the manner in which 
protection and mutual affiftance fhall 
be granted, it muft be fettled by a 
formal Convention, to which all the 
neutral powers will be invited, the 
principal end of which is, to infure 
a free navigation to the merchant 
fhips of all nations. Whenever fuch 
veffel fhall have proved from its pa T 
pers that it carries no contraband 
goods, the protection of a fquadron, 
or vefTels of war fhall be granted 
her, under whofe care fhe fhall put 
herfelf, and which fhall prevent her 
being interrupted. i*rora hence it 
follows, 

II. That each power muft concur 
in the general fecurity of commerce. 
In the mean time, the better to ac- 
complish this object, it will be ne- 
ceflary to fettle, by means of a fepa- 
rate article, the places and diftances 

which 
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which may be judged proper fo/ the 
ftation of each power. From that 
method will arife this advantage, 
that all the fquadrons of the allies 
will form a kind of chain, and be 
able to aflift each other ; the parti- 
cular arrangement to be confined 
only to the knowledge of the allies, 
though the Convention in all other 
points, will be communicated to thfc 
powers at war, accompanied with 
all the protections of a ftridl neu- 
trality. 

III. It is undoubtedly the' prin- 
ciple of a perfect equality, which 
mutt regulate this point. We mall 
follow the common mode with re- 

fard to fafety. In cafe the fqua- 
rons fhould meet and engage, the 
Commanders will conform to the 
ufages of the fea fervice, becaufe, as 
is obferved above, the reciprocal 
protection, under thefe conditions, 
Jhould be unlimited. 

IV. It feems expedient that the 
reprefentations mentioned in this ar- 
ticle be made by the party aggriev- 
ed ; and that the Miniflers of the 
other confederate powers fupport 
fhofe remonftrances in the moft for- 
cible and efficacious manner. 

V. We feel all the importance of 
this coniideration ; and, to render it 
clear, it is neceifary to diflinguifh 
the cafe. 

If any one of the allied powers 
fhonld fuffer itfelf to be drawn in 
by motives contrary to the dtabUfh* • 
ed f>rincip!es of a neutrality and 
perfed impartiality, mould injure its 
laws, or extend their bounds, it can- 
not certainly be expecled that thf 
others fhould efpoufe the quarrel j 
on the contrary, ftfch & condfici 
w6ald be decerned an abandoning the 
ties which unite them. But if the 
infalt offered to one of the allies 
ihould be hoftile to the principles 
adopted and announced in the face 
of all Europe, or mould be marked 
w^th the character of hatred and 



animofity, infpSred by refentment, 
thefe common meafures of the con- 
federacy, which have no other ten- 
dency than to make, in a precife and 
irrevocable manner, laws for the 
liberty of commerce, and the rights 
of etfery neutral nation, then it mall 
be held indifpenfiblc for the united 
powers to make a common caufe of 
it (at fea Only) without its being 
a ground-work for other operations, 
as thefe connections are purely ma- 
ritime, having no other objeel than 
naval commerce and navigation. 

From all that is faid above, it 
evidently refults, that the common 
will of all, founded upon the prin- 
ciples admitted and adopted by the 
contracting parties muft alone de- 
cide, and that it will always be the 
fixed bafts of the conduct and opera- 
tions of this union. Finally, we 
fhall obferve, that thefe Conven- 
tions fuppofe no other naval arma- 
ment than what (hall be conformable 
to circumftances, according as thofe 
fhall render them neceflary, or as 
may be agrefcd. It is probable that 
this agreement, once ratified and 
eflablimed, will be of the greateft 
conference ; and that the bellige- 
rent powers will find in it fufficient 
motives to perfuade them to refpeft 
the neutral flag, and prevent their 
provoking the refentment of a re- 
f}Ttec!able cbmtriunion, founded un- 
der the attfpkes of the moft evident 
juftice, lal^d thfc fole id£a of which is 
received with the uriiverfal applaufe 
of all khpatftal Europe. 

■ Ii 1 ' • l'ri • t 11* 

Si. J&mtfSt *Jmty 29. 

Yefterday the flight Hon, the Lord 
Mayor, the Aldermen, Sheriffs, and 
Common Council of the city of Lon- 
don, waited upon his Majefty (being 
Introduced- by the Earl- of Hertford, 
Lord ChatfiWrlain of his Majeftyjs 
houfhold) with the fallowing aefdrefs, 
whkh was read by Thomas Nugent, 
Efg. the Common. Serjeant : 

X ? v To 
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To the Kings Mod Exalltnt Majefty. 
Tbe bumble Addrefs of the Lord- 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of 

the City of London^ in Common 

Council ajjembled. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjects, the Lord-Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Commons of the city 
of London, in Common Council af- 
fcmbled, beg your Majefty's permif- 
fion humbly to approach the Throne, 
to exprefs our deteftatlon and abhor- 
rence of thofe dreadful acts of vio 
lence and outrage, which have lately 
been committed by a fet of abandon- 
ed and defperate men, who, in the 
profecution of their wicked purpofes, 
aftembled in fuch numbers as to over- 
whelm all civil authority, and render 
the exertions of the magiftrates inef- 
fectual. 

Thus circumftanced, nothing lefs 
than that armed force, with the di- 
rection of which your Majefty is con- 
flitutionally entrufted, could have 
xefcued us from the horrors with 
which we were furrounded ; that 
force your Majefty in your groat 
goodnefs was moft gracioufly pleafed 
to fend to our protection ; and by its 
happy interpofition our properties 
have been fecured from further de- 
predation, and peace and tranquility 
again reftored. — For this your Ma- 
5efty's paternal care fhewn to your 
ancient and loyal city of fcondon, wc 
fceg to prefent our moil fincere and 
grateful thanks ; and at the fame 
time we allure your "Majefty, tha$ 
every event which can poflibly add to 
the happinefs of any branch of your 
auguft family, or give additional 
luftre and dignity to your Crown, " 
will ever be received by us with the 
moft heart-felt farisfaction. 
Signed by order of Court* 

William Rjx. 

To which Addrefs his Majefty was 
pleafed to return $he following molt 
graciwis anfwer: 



I thank you for this dutiful and 
loyal Addrefs. 

Your deteftation of the late rebel- 
lious tumults, and the gratitude you 
exprefs for the meafures taken to 
fupprefs them, and to reftore the 
public tranquility, are highly agree- 
able to me. 

My concern for the welfare and 
profperity of the great metropolis of 
my kingdom makes me feel a parti- 
cular fatisfaction in the prevention 
of that deftruclion that threatened 
your properties, and in the re-eftab- 
liihment of legal order under which 
alone they can be fecured. 

They were all received very gra- 
cioufly, and had the honour tolcifs 
his Majefty's hand. 

Kennett, Mayor. 
A Common-Council holden in the 

Chamber of the Guildhall of the 

city of London, on Monday the 

24th day of July, 1780. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this Court be given to the 
officers and privates who have done 
duty in this city, for their exemplary 
conduct and ftrict attention to mili- 
tary difcipline during the late alarm- 
ing riots. Rix. 

Reafont nvby no Englijb.man Jbouid 

join in the dddrejfes ntrw fabricating 

infewr alp art sxf the kingdom, by tb$ 

friends of (be frefent Adminrftration* 

> 1. Becaufe Sir Henry Clinton was 

obliged to evacuate Rhode-Ifland, 

before he could mufter ftrength fuf- 

ficient to attack Charles-town ; fo 

that, in fact, the whole mighty mat* 

ter of triumph is, " A fea-port in 

one province has been exchanged fdt 

a fea T port in another," 

2. Becaufe the new taxes of the 
prefent year, amounting to 700,000!. 
a year, far exceed any advantage 
gained by this exchange, even if the 
whole province of South- Carolina 
had fubmitted ; which does not ap- 
pear to be the cafe, 

<$. Becaufe 
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3. Becaufe the additional taxes of 
700,0001. a year are a mortgage on 
the ertate of England equal to the 
land-rents of Devonshire ; and from 
the formidable French and Spanifh 
armaments lately fent to America 
and the Weil-Indies, it is highly 
probable the other events of this 
campaign may more than counter- 
balance this fuccefs ; in which cafe, 
Devon Ihire will have been mortgag- 
ed, for nothing, or perhaps for worfe 
than nothing. 

4. Becauie it is evident, that the 
influence of the Crown, which even 
the prefent Houfe of Commons has 
acknowledged to be excefiive, by the 
conqueft or America would become 
lincontroulable, and the King would 
be rendered as abfolute as any other 
defpotic Prince in Europe. 

" 5. Becaufe if the great interefts of 
the property and freedom of this na- 
tion were not exposed to certain ruin 
by the American war, yet no En- 
glifhman can in juftice or honour 
mpport a war to enforce ftibmiffion 
to meafures in America, which 
would reduce the people of that coun- 
try to a fine of bondage, which he 
Jiimfelf could not endure in England. 

6. Becaufe however neceflary the 
late interference of the army in Lon- 
don may have been, it forms a new 
precedent, moil dangerous to the 
laws and liberties of the kingdom. 

7. Becaufe the difcretionary orders 
given to the troops throughout Eng- 
land appear to be an innovation, not 
only contrary to the ufual and fafe 
practice obferved in the reigns of 
former Princes of the Houfe of Ha r 
nover, but alfo unfupported by any 
great and urgent necefltty, arifing 
from the fame fpirit of infurreclion 
manifefted by the populace, the fame 
timidity evidenced by the magiftrates 
in the kingdom at large, which fo 
unhappily gave occafion in the me- 
tropolis to the interference of the ar- 
my without the authority- of the civil 
jaagiftrate. - 



8. Becaufe it would be a fatal folly 
in the Englifti people, by their ap- 
plaufe of^ the late neceflary, but 
much-to-be-lamented ftretch of the 
prerogative in London, to tempt Mi- 
nifters, who feem to want no encou- 
ragement, lightly to repeat the ex- 
periment on lefs momentous occa- 
fions, and by inuring the nation to 
the interpofition of the army at dif- 
crttion, gradually to introduce a mi- 
litary government, to the utter and 
everlafting deftru6Uon of all our 
rights and privileges. 
Reafonj nvby ma Member cf the Cor- 
poration of Turk jhould join in the 
Jddreffes, He: 

1. Becauie the corporation, with 
great credit and honour to itfelf, 
took an early part in fupporting the 
petition to Parliament, which origi- 
nated in the county of York, and 
which has been adopted by a majo- 
rity of the kingdom of England, 
complaining of the profufion of Go- 
vernment, and the alarming increafe 
of the power of the Crown. 

2. Becaufe every attempt in Par- 
liament, by the friends of that peti- 
tion, to procure fatisfaclion to the 
people of England, has been baffled 
by the Minifter ; every motion tend- 
ing to correct profufion, and to re- 
duce the power of the Crown, by 
refcinding finecures, unmerited pen- 
fions, &c. has been negatived by 
him and his tools ; and inftead of a 
parliamentary enquiry into the pre- 
icnt enormous expences, a few gen- 
tlemen, named and paid by the Mi- 
nifter, and dependent upon him, are 
to report their opinions on the finan- 
cial conduct of their appointer. 

3. Becaufe, when the utmoft in- 
fluence of the Crown has been ex- 
erted to baffle the petitions of the 
people, it would be unwife in any 
corporation which joined in thofe juft 
and decent complaints, to promote 
meafures which muft unavoidably 
increafe that influence, and the other 
grievances complained of. 

4. Becaufe 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( '5* ) 



4- Becaufe it would be inconMent 
to exprefs at one time an alarm at 
the growing power of the Crown, 
and in a few months to compliment 
the Crown on the happy introduction 
of a military force acting throughout 
the kingdom, not under civil autho- 
rity, but at the difcretion of the 
commanding officer. 
£)tdu£i':on from the premifes addrcjftd 

to the Gentlenun of ibe Corporation 

cfTork. 

Gentlemen, It feems to follow 
from the foregoing obfervations, not 
that, as Englishmen and Members 
of the refpectable Corporation of 
York, you mould fit ftill and do no- 
thing ; for neutrality and paflive in- 
activity cannot be right in fuch times 
as the prefent ; but that as a majority 
of the freemen of York, have joined 
in the aiTociation to fupport the peti- 
tion, and to obtain Tome" reformation 
in Parliament itfelf, the members of 
the corporation mould feize the pre- 
fent opportunity to join their bre- 
thren, and fupport that laudable mea- 
sure in their corporate capacity. And 
if an application at St. James's 
fhould he thought nece/Tary, I truft 
it will be 

To Petition the Kino^ 

1. To endeavour to terminate this 
Jatal war, by opening a treaty with 
the Congrefs, and offering fuch rea- 
sonable terms of conciliation as may 
lie for the mutual advantage of Great 
Britain and America. 

2. To petition, That as juftice has 
done its item and fevere office of ca- 
pital and frequent execution on the 
eel uded rioters, without any appear- 
ance of oppofuion or commotion, and 
the public peace is effectually fecurcd 
fcy the armed aiTociation? in the me- 
tropolis, &c. the fears and apprehen- 
sions of the people may now be calm- 
ed by the tjifcontinu^nce of difcre- 
tionary orders to the vroops, when 
the neceflity no longer fabfiils, which 
alone could juftify that dangerous 
deviation from the faft and ccutiitu-* 



tional pradlice of his Majefty's royal 
progenitors. 



Several of the city wards having en- 
tered already into aflbciations t<% 
preferve the peace of the city, and 
to ftrengthen the hands of the civil 
power, your publishing the inclofed 
may be inftrumental in making it 
become more general. A. &• 

Aug. 4, 1780. 
Towlr-W^rd* Association, 

July 10, 1780. 
We, being inhabitants of Tower- 
ward, and impreffed with the danger 
to which the city has lately been ex- 
pofed, from the infufhxiency or want 
of proper exertion of the civil power, 
have formed a plan of aiTociation for 
the defence of the faid ward, and for 
the purpofe of ibrengthening the civil 
power (meaning to aflift, upon occa- 
iion, alfo in the city at large) fo that 
peace and good order may henceforth 
be effectually preferved therein, with* 
out the interpofition of the army; 
which the neceflity of the cafe has (to 
the difgrace of the city) too much 
juftified on a recent occafion ; and 
we have come to the following una- 
nimous refolutions for the regulations 
of our proceedings ; 

" L Refolved, That the Tower-. 
ward AiTociation meet on Monday 
and Thurfday in each week, at the 
place that is or ihall be appointed, at 
five o'clock in the afternoon, to learn 
the proper ufe of.arms, ftreet-fringj, , 
and various evolutions necefTary in 
action; and have a regular ferjeant 
and corporals continued for that pur- 
pofe until eight o'clock. That at 
feven o'clock their names be called 
over by roll ; and all abfentees, or 
fuch as fhall not come in their uni- 
form, with a mulket, bayonet, and 
accoutrements, be fubject to pay a 
fine of one (hilling to the treasurer. 
And that fo long as the military re- 
main upon duty on the prefentoccafiott 
in the city, the aiTociation do patrole, 
the ward tvery Monday ni^ht, and 
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as often as fliall be thought neceflary, 
headed by an officer of the London 
militia, who is to be furnifhed with 
the watch-word and counter-fign of 
the night from the Manfion-houfe. 

" IL Refolved, " That * * * * 
be chairman, and * * * treafurer tp 
this aiTociation ; who, with thirteen 
gentlemen, viz. * * * * * * 9 be a 
committee ; five whereof, including 
the chairman or treafurer to be a 
quorum* And the faid committee is 
hereby authorized, from time to time, 
to call a general meeting of the aflb- 
ciation, for making or for altering 
regulations, or other reafonable pur- 
pofes; and to correfpond or confer 
with committees of other wards, and 
to report their proceedings to the fuc- 
ceeding general meeting. 

.*• III. Refolved, That the aflbci- 
ation do^. on the firft Wednefday in 
every month, repair to the Artillery- 
ground (leave being firft obtained) 
there to learn the platoon exercife, 
&c. under the perfons they appoint 
for their officers, for and during the 
fame time as doth the London Attb- 
cjation ; fubject (at the difcretion of 
this aiTociation) whilft on the ground, 
to the command of the perfon com-v 
manding the London AfTociation. 
And in the fame manner they mail 
repair there or elfewhere, at any 
other time or times, as the Tower- 
ward AiTociation mail think proper. 
" IVY Refolved, That to promote 
alike ailbciation in the feveral wards 
of the city, and to prevent the taking 
any peribns out of their own wards, 
no perfon whatfoever be admitted 
into Tower- ward AfTociation, that is 
not an inhabitant of the faid ward ; 
unlefs the candidates come from 
wards that are too fmall to admit of 
feparate aJQbciations, or that have 
formed aflbciations that are excep- 
tionable. 

" V. Refolved, That the mode 
of election be by ballot, (when af- 
fembled on a general mufter day) and 
that no perfoja. be chofen or admitted 



into the affociations with !efs than th* 
fuffrages" of four-fifths of the aflbcia- 
tors then present. 

" VI. -Refolved, That an alarm- 
drum be kept at fome certain place, 
to be beat on any riot or alarm, by 
any perfon appointed by the com- 
mittee, or at the difcretion of any 
three aflociators near at hand ; and 
that upon fuch alarm every aflbciator 
mail immediately repair (properly ac- 
coutred) to the head-quarters, and 
when met, purfue fuch meafures as 
appear to them belt calculated for the 
prefervation of peace and good order ; 
fubmitting themfelves to the orders 
of the civil power, whom they are in- 
tended to fupport, and not to the mi- 
litary, whofe interference is meant to 
be rendered unneceflary by fuch af- 
fociation. 

" VIL Revived, That if any af- 
foajator wantonly difcharge his muf- 
ket in the ftreet, or any other part of 
the ward, fuch perfon {hall pay a fine 
of five millings into the treafurer'* 
hands. 

" VIII. Refolved, That each af- 
fociator fubferibe his name in a book 
(to be kept by the chairman) agree- 
ing to theferefolutions, or fuch other 
as hereafter may be made by a majo- 
rity at a general meeting, for the 
purpofe of aflifting and fupporting 
the civil power, according to law, in 
the prefervation of peace in the faid 
ward, againft all riots or tumults 
^ which may difturb the fame ; and for 
any other fervice that appears (to a 
majority at a general meeting) to be 
for the prefervation of the fame in 
any other ward, or in the city at 
large." 

From the London Gazette. 
Admiralty Office ', July 29, 1780. 

Commodore Johnftone, in his let- 
ter to Mr. Stephens, dated off Lif- 
bon the 7th inftant, gives an account 
of his Majefty's fhip the Romney, 
Captain Home, having, in the lati- 
tude of 45 deg. fallen in with and 

taken, 
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taken, after a ctofe action of half an 
hour, the Artois French frigate, of 
40 guns and 474 men, commanded 
by M. Le Febre ; in which action 
the Romney had three men wound- 
ed, the Artois nine men killed, and 
fixteen wounded, and the fails and 
rigging of both fhips much da- 
maged. 

The Romney was left in chace of 
a frigate when the prize parted with 
her ; and the Commodore likewife 
mentions, that the ^Eolus had, on 
the 24th of June, in company with 
two privateer cutters, taken the Eu- 
Jalie, of ifc guns and 100 men, 
bound from Bourdeaux to Pert au 
Prince, laden chiefly with wine and 
flour. 

Admiralty -Office, July 29, 1780. 

Ext' ad of a letter from Captain 

John Harvey, of his Majefty's 

jhip Panther, 10 Mr. Stephens, 

dat ed Gibraltar Bay , June 8 , 

1780. 

Nothing material has happened 
here necefiary for their Lordfhips 
information, fmce Commodore Elliot 
failed, till the 7th kftant, when, 
about one in the morning, his Ma- 
jefty's iliip Enterprize, whofe Cap- 
tain I directed to moor northward of 
the New Mole, to prevent any at- 
tack on our ihips and vefTels here, 
made the fignal of an enemy's ap- 
proach. Seven mips or vefTels were 
immediately perceived to be 1 fet on 
fire, and coming towards the New 
Mole. Some of thofe fire-fhips 
drove, and the others were, by the 
boats of the Enterprize, St. Fcrmin, 
and ordnance tranfports, all towed 
by two o'clock to the fouthward of 
the New Mole. The largeft went 
on fhore in Rofcia Bay. Four of 
them drifting towards the Panther,, 
lying off Rofcia, her boats were fent 
to grapple them, which they foon 
effected, and towed them on fhore. 
At half paft two, difcoyering two 
vefTels making towards the Panther, 
feveral guns, with round and grape 



fhQt were fired at them ; on which 
they were fet on fire. The boats, 
without difficulty, towed them clear ; 
one of them, a brig, got on fhore at 
Europa-point ; the other, a fhip, 
drove to Tea. Though the enemy 
had the moft favourable wind, wea- 
ther, &c. for their purpofe, you will 
pleafe to acquaint their Lordfhips 
not the leaft damage has been done 
to the fhipping, nor had we a fingle 
man hurt. A conftant fire from all 
the mips and the garrifon wa's kept 
up on the enemy's gallies and boats, 
which were very numerous, but the 
darknefs of the night prevented our 
difcoveringwhat execution was done. 
By what remains of the feveral vef- 
fels, and the fpecies of ftores and 
combuftibles unconfumed, it is evi- 
dent no labour or expence has been 
fpared in their equipment. The 
largeft fhip is about 117 feet in the 
keel, had two tier of ports, and was 
about the fize of a -50 gun fhip. 
One fhip appeared to be of about 
300 tons, another of about 200, four 
brigs, and two fmall vefTels. 

By the flames of the firefhips we 
obferved feveral fhips ftanding off" 
and on the entrance of the bay, 
which at day-light we found to be 
the Spaniih Rear-Admiral Barcello, 
in a imp of the line, with two fri- 
gates, and feveral xebeques and other 
armed vefTels. They failed in the 
night from Algezir, with a view of 
intercepting any fhip that might 
have been obliged to go out of the 
bay. A fhip of the line likewife 
failed the day before from that place 
to the eaflward, as is fuppofed with 
the fame defign. In the morning 
the Spanifh Admiral, with the fri- 
gates and xebeques, returned and 
anchored at Algezir, where he now 
remains. 

I cannot conclude my letter with- 
out requefting that you will be fur- 
ther pfeafed to inform their Lord- 
fhips, that the officers and company 
of his Majefty's fhip under my com- 

maud 
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mand behaved with the greateft 
fteadinefs and refolution, particular- 
ly the officers and people in the 
boats, who grappled and towed off 
the firefliips, notwithftanding the 
frequent explofions of (hells, &c. 
The behaviour of Capt. Leflie, the 
officers and company of his Majefty's 
fhip Enterprize, was equally exem- 
plary, not only for their vigilance 
in discovering and keeping a good 
fire on the enemy, which in a great 
meafure was the means of fruftrating 
their attempt, but likewife for the 
activity of their officers and people 
in the boats, towing off the firefliips, 
&c. Captain Falkener, of his Ma- 
jefty's floop St. Fermin, then lying 
in the Mole, likewife gave great a£ 
fiftance with his boats. The officers 
fuperintending, mailers and crews of 
the Dutton, Nottingham, Friend- 
ship, and Union ordnance tranfports, 
did great fervice, not only by keep- 
ing up a very fmart fire on the ene- 
my's gallies, &c. but alfo in fending 
their boats to affift in towing off the 
firefliips. 

Extras of a letter from Vice-Ad- 
miral Lord Shuldham to Mr. 
Stephens, dated Plymouth , July 
29, 1780. 

Th e Francois , a French brig, 
taken by Sir James Wallace, Cap- 
tain of his Majefty's Jhip the Non- 
fuch, arrived here this afternoon, and 
herewith 1 tranfmit you the intelli- 
gence given by the prize mafter on 
Board her. 

Intelligence* 
The Nonfuch being on a cruize 
the 14th inftant, about ten A. M. 
difcovered a fleet fleering to the 
Wefhvard, to which fhe gave chace, 
and on coming up, found it to be a 
convoy from Breft, bound to Nantz 
andBourdeaux, confifting of 22 fail, 
under the efcort of three frigates, la 
Bellone, Etourdie, and Lezard, the 
two former of 36 guns each, and the 
latter new pierced for*36 guju, but 
Vol, X. 



only 12 on board. As foon as the 
Nonfuch came near the convoy, they 
all pulhed for' the Loire,, but fhe 
foon after captured the Francois, 
another brig and a floop, and the 
Lezard getting a-ground on the 
Blanche Blank, was burnt the next 
morning by the boats of the Non- 
fuch, having firfl taken out a great 
part of her (lores, which confifted 
moftly of cordage, and unbent tne 
fails from her yards. At noon, on 
the 15 th, two fail were difcovered 
from the Nonfuch, in the weftem 
quarter, fuppofed from their appear* 
ance to be two frigates, on which 
fhe gave chace to them, and feparat- 
ed from the Francois. 

From the London Gazette. 
Admiralty-Office, Auguft 5, i"?8o. 
Sir James Wallace, Captain of 
his Majefty's fhip Nonfuch, in a 
letter to Mr, Stephens, dated at 
Falmouth the ift inftant, gives an 
account, that while his boats were 
employed in burning the frigate off 
the Loire, as mentioned in the 
laft Gazette, (which proved to 
be the Legere, inftead of the Le- 
zard) he obferved three fail to 
the N. W. making fignals to each; 
other, to which he immediately gave 
chace, and about midnight came up 
with and clofely engaged one of 
them ; that after a defence of more 
than two hours Jhe ftruck, and prov- 
ed to be La Belle Poule, mounted 
with 32 guns, 12 pounders, com- 
manded by the Chevalier Kergariou, 
and 275 men ; that the Captain 
and 24 men were killed, the fecond 
Captain, with feveral other officer* 
and men, to the amount of 50, were 
wounded ; and that the Nonfuch 
had three men killed, and tea 
wounded, two of them have fince 
died. 

The frigates which were in com- 
pany, but feparated, were L'Ami- 
able, of 32, eight pounders ; La 
Roflinolle, of 20 guns, fix pounders. 
Y Fr*m 
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from the London Gazette. 

Admiralty-Office* Augufi 12, 1780. 

ExtraSi of a tetter fruin Commodore 

Johnstone, dated on board his 

Majefiy 's jbip Romney , in the 

Tagus,the \^th of July, 1 7 80, to 

Mr, Stephens. 

His Majefty's ihip the Romney 
arrived here on the 8th of July, and 
brought in with her the Pearle, a 
French King's frigate, of 18 guns 
and 138 men, commanded by M~ 
le Chevalier de Breignou. 

The Romney had before fcnt in 
here the Artois, another French 
frigate of 40 guns and 460 men. 
The Artois was taken on the 1 ft of 
July off Cape Finifterre, after a 
iharp well-conducted aclion of forty- 
£ve minutes, which does honour 
both to Captain Home, and the 
ihip's company under his command. 
The Romney had two .men wound- 
ed ; the Artois had twenty killed 
and forty wounded. The Pearle 
was taken on the 6th, off Vigo, after 
a chace of five hours. 

The Artois is by far the fineft 
frigate I ever faw, carrying twenty- 
four, eighteen,, and nine pounders ; 
me is quite new, and bigger than 
the Romney in all her dimenfions, 
and is furnifhed with fuperabund- 
ance of all kind of ftores. She was 
fitted out by the province of Artois, 
and fupplied with officers and men 
by the King of France ; and thefe 
were in the receipt of pay both from 
the King and the county of Artois. 
She was commanded by a re- 
fpe&able experienced officer in the 
King's navy, Monf. Le Fabre, who 
had retired to his eft-ate, which is 
confiderable ; but upon being una- 
nimoufly recommended, by the coun- 
ty to this command, he had accepted 
.of it, and now ferved without any 
pay or emolument whatfoever; £0 
that the eyes of the public in France 
were very much turned upon the 
fuccefs of this fhip, being upon a 
new conltcu&ion, and a new load of 



eftablifhment, which was" calculated 
to induce the other counties to fol- 
low the example of Artois. 

From the Lon do n Gazette. 
Coyy of a letter from Captain Wil- 
liam Peer. Williams, of his 
Majefiy s Jhip Flora, to Mr, 
Stephens, dated at Falmouth, 
the i$tb of Augufi % 1780. 

S 1 R, 
I beg you will communicate to 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Ad- 
miralty the following particular*, 
which I have the pieafure of trans- 
mitting to you from this port, where 
contrary winds have obliged me to 
put in. 

On Thurfday the 10th inftant, at 
half paft four in the afternoon, 
Handing in under Ufhant, in quell 
of the fleet, the wind at that time 
about E. N. E. we difcovered, 
through the haze, a fquare-rigged 
veflel and a cutter under our lee, 
laying to with their heads to the 
northward, diftant from us about 
four miles ; whereupon we made 
fail, beat to quarters, and edged to- 
wards them* which the fhip per- 
ceiving, wore, hauled to the wind, 
backed her mizen topfail, and wait- 
ed our approach, the cutter working 
off and on. At ten minutes paft five 
we got a-breaft of her, and, within 
two cables length, upon mewing our 
colours, received her fire, which we 
inftantly returned, and continued 
brifkly on both fides for about an 
hour, gradually nearing each other; 
when our wheel being ihot away, 
our fhrouds,. back-flays, and running 
rigging much cut, we dropped on 
board of her, and continued the cn-f 
gagement in that pofition about fif- 
teen minutes; the enemy then de- 
ferring their great guns, attempted 
to board us, hut wece inftantly re- 
pulfed with lofs* Our people 
boarded them in return,, fword in 
hand, ftruck their colours, and in a 
fhort time took pofleffion of the fhip,^ 
which proved to be a French frigate* 

called 
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called La Nymphe, commanded by 
the Chevalier Du Remain, who 
died the fame evening of the wounds 
he received in the action. She is 
four years old, is copper-bottomed, 
mounts 32 guns, though pierced for 
40, and her complement confifted of 
291 men. She had been only four 
days out of Breft, and was employed 
upon reconnoitring fervice oiF that 
port. 

. Before I conclude my letter I beg 
leave to add, that my officers and 
people in general ihewed the greatefl 
coolnefs and intrepidity on this oc- 
cafion, and indeed merit more enco- 
miums than I can find words to ex*- 
prefs; their conduct will, I flatter 
myfelf, meet with their Lordfhips 
approbation, and recommend them 
(0 their future favour. 

I am, Sec. 

W. P. Williams. 
Return of killed and wounded, on 
hoard the Flora, 
Killed. 
Mr. Biffet, Midfhipman, 1 ; fea- 
njen, 6 ; marines, 2. — Killed 9. 
fVcunded. 
Mr. Creed, Matter, 1 ; feamen, 
13; marines*, 4. — Total killed and 
wounded, 27. 
Seamen lince dead,, 1 ; marines, 2. 
N. B. The Flora mounted 36 
guns, and had on board, when the 
action began, 259 men. 

On hoard La Nymphe* 
Killed. 
Firft Captain, fecond Ditto, firft 
Lieutenant, 3 ; other officers, fea- 
jaen, and marines, 6o t . — Killed 63. 
Wounded. 
The fecond Lieutenant, two offi- 
cers of marines, two volunteers, 5 ; 
other officers, feamen, and marines, 
6*3. — Total killed and wounded 
131, 

Admiralty -Office, Auguft 26, 1780. 
Copy of a letter from Captain Mac- 
' BRIDE, of his Majefy r s Jhip Bien- 
faifrnty to Mr. St pe hens, dated 
at ea 9 Augvft 13, 1780. 



Sir, 

I wrote to you, for the informa- 
tion of their Lordfhips, on my arri- 
val at Cork, the intelligence I had 
received, and the fteps f intended to 
take in confequence. The Charon 
arrived on the 1 ith inftant. I failed 
with the convoy the next day, hav- 
ing the Charon, Licorne, and Huf- 
far in company. As many of the 
convoy (till remained, I ordered the 
Licom? and Huflar to keep off the 
harbour's mouth to haiten them, 
whilfl the Bienfaifant and Charon 
lay to with thofe that were out. At 
day-light we had drove down as far 
as the Old Head of Kinfale, when 
I obferved a large fail in the fouth- 
ea& in chace of fome of the convoy ; 
he was foon chaced in turn, the 
Charon in company; the other two 
frigates were out of fight off Cork. 
About half part feven we came up 
with her. It is fomething fingular, 
that the action on both fides began 
with mufquetry ; he hoifled EnglifU 
colours and kept his fire : I deter- 
mined to do the fame : as we ranged 
within pifloC-fhot fome converfation 
pafled between us. In this mode 
we got fo far forward on his bow, 
that neither his bow or our quarter, 
guns would bear. Being certain 
what the ihip was, I then ordered 
the fmall arms on the poop to begin ; 
ilie returned it, and hoifted her 
proper colours. It was fome little 
time before I could regulate, my fail, 
and place my fhip : they had deter- 
mined to board us, and acted fo to 
favour the defign. It was a daring, 
though unfuccefsful attempt. After 
an hour and ten minutes fmart ac- 
tion, her rigging and fails cut to 
pieces, twenty-one men killed and 
thirty-five men wounded, fhe (truck, 
and proved to be the Count D'Artois, 
0^64 guns, upwards of 644. men, a 
private fhip of war, commanded by 
the CheValier Clonnrd, a Lieutenant 
dc Vaiflcaux, who is {lightly wound- 
ed. His brothers, the one a Colo- 

V. 2 ncl, 
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Kel, the other Colonel en fecond, in 
the Irifh legion of that name, are 
on board ; likewife a Lieutenant 
Perry, of the Monarch, and the 
people who were taken on board the 
Margaritta prize. The Bienfaifant 
had three killed, and twenty-two 
wounded ; furniture cut of courfe ; 
but the malls and yards not materi- 
ally injured. There was one man 
flightly wounded in the Charon. I 
brought to, to refit ; and the convoy 
of ninety-nine fail proceeded on with 
a very frefti and fair wind. The 
Licorne is in company. The fteady 
gallantry of my officers and men did 
them honour: I beg in particular 
to recommend my firft Lieutenant, 
Mr. Thomas Lewes, to their Lord- 
fhips notice. 

1 am, Sir, your moll obedient 
humble fervant, 

John Macbride. 



The following is an extract of a 
letter from the Sieur La Motte 
Tabourel, firft Lieutenant of 
the Royal frigate the Belle Poule t 
ivhich <was taken by Sir James 
Wallace, and carried into Fal- 
mouth the latter end of loft month) 
addrejfed to Monf S a r t l N E . 
On the 15 th, of July at 2 o'clock 
in the afternoon, we difcovered four 
vefTels. The fame day at five, being 
then four leagues to the S. S. E. of 
Crofie, the Rotiignol cutter that at- 
tended us, made fignal to the Belle 
Poule of fuperior force being nigh ; 
and a very little time after, the 
Chev. d'Qrleans, who had the com- 
mand of the cutter, gave intima- 
tion to the Chev. de Kergariou, that 
the veflel which they had juil difco- 
vered was a large fhip of war, of 
70 or 72 guns, which two days be- 
fore had taken two coafting vetfels, 
that had been retaken by our fri- 
gates. The Chev. de Kergariou 
gave orders to the Captain of the 
cutter to make the befl of his way, 
and to take refuge in the firil port 



he could arrive at. At fix the vef- 
fel which we had now ourfelves dif- 
covered to be a fhip of the line, ap- 
peared to be at no greater diftanca 
from the Belle Poule than about 
three leagues. We perceived that 
it approached fenfibly towards us, 
and that it had a manifeft fuperio- 
rity in failing. We threw our net- 
ting into the fea, and all the effects 
which we could fpare to eafe our 
weight. We fet our pumps a-going, 
and in fine put in practice every ex- 
pedient that experience had inform- 
ed us of, to mend our pace ; but all 
our efforts were ineffectual. — At 
half paft eleven the veflel arrived 
within cannon ihot of us, and we 
fired a chace gun. Every man on 
board was now ordered to his proper 
ftation, and our batteries were pre- 
pared for action. At 35 minutes 
after eleven, the enemy fired a fe- 
cond gun upon us ; at 40 minutes 
after eleven, our Captain gave orders 
to fire the retreat guns above and 
below, at the fame time command- 
ing the flag to be fixed : our defrgn 
in this was to diforder either their 
mails or yards, or to interrupt their 
manoeuvres. During this flying 
fight, which Iailed till half an hour 
after midnight, the enemy only fired 
a few of their guns : after this time, 
they had approached within muf- 
quet mot. Our Captain gave or- 
ders for us to hold ourfelves in rea- 
dinefs to fire a broadfide from the 
-battery and forecaftle, as foon as the 
enemy ihould fide to the larboard, 
which was accordingly done with 
great fuccefs : three vollies, which 
were fired upon the enemy with the 
greateft difpatch, deranged their up- 
per-works fo much, that they were 
obliged to draw back for a moment, 
and when they approached again, 
they began to play off their muique- 
try, which was greatly fuperior to 
ours, afcd was extremely well-fup- 
ported ; out poop and forecaffle 
being quite expofed, and our net 

work 
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work being thrown into the fea, pre- 
vented many of our men from en- 
gaging ; and as foon as they came 
along-fide of us, they fired feveral 
vollies, which our advantageous fitu- 
ation had prevented us from receiv- 
ing before ; and though our batte- 
ries were well fupplied without any 
lofs of time, and our gunners dis- 
played the utmoft bravery, often re- 
peating <vi<uc le Rot\ the enemy at 
length entirely difabled us from 
manoeuvring ; the fails of both vef- 
fels being fhrcwded, our Captain 
took the refolution of fending all the 
men that remained in the poop or 
forecaftle to the battery, till fortune 
fhould beftow a more favourable 
fituation. Our men only waited to 
be able to difcover the ihip, to renew 
their fire ; we continued on the lar- 
board tack for a quarter of an hour, 
during which time, the enemy pour- 
ed all their fire upon us. 

At a quarter paft two, our Cap- 
tain was mortally wounded, as he 
was pronouncing the expreflion he 
fo often repeated during the engage- 
ment, Courage, met Enfans, Courage / 
and had fcarce reached the Surgeon's 
worn when he expired. It was 
much againft his inclination that he 
was carried down, as he wifhed to 
have died on the forecaftle. * 

As foon as I was informed of the 
Captain's death, I went immediately 
on the poop, and took the com- 
mand. I encouraged the crew to 
continue as they had begun, and did 
all that lay in my power, by different 
manoeuvres, caufing the whipftaff of 
the rudder to be removed ftarboard 
and larboard, that the frigate might 
direct her larboard fide to the enemy, 
from whence our battery could moft 
annoy them. 

In this manner we fought for 
three quarters of an hour with the 
greateft eagernefs, the crew carneftly 
wifhing to revenge the death of their 
Captain. The enemy on their fide 
having redoubled their fire, and 



being provoked at our vain refin- 
ance, fired now only with a view of 
finking us, having called to us feve- 
ral times to ftrike. On a fudd&n a 
cry of We fink ! <wcfink! rofe from 
the cabin ; and the Surgeons, and 
the wounded that were under their 
care, came up between decks and 
into the battery. The mafter car- 
penter having furveyed the holes 
in the fhip, and finding them 
fo large as to admit the water 
of the thicknefs of a man's body, 
came to make his report to me 
on the poop, informing me that it 
was impoflible to repair the holes 
while the engagement continued. 

In this cruel fituation, when we 
could not promife ourfelves the 
fmalleft fuccefs againft a force fo 
much fuperior, the half of the can- 
non on our battery being dis- 
mounted, not one manoeuvre being 
within our poflible power of perform- 
ing, our malts and yards broken, 
our fails and rigging cut to pieces, 
above fixteen (hot in the body of our 
fhips, which had let fix feet water 
into our hold, our Upper-works de- 
ftroyed by bullets and cafe-fliot, and 
88 men totally difabled for action, I 
took, but not without infinite pain, 
under the influence of humanity 
only, the refolution of ftriking our 
flag. This was about three in the 
morning ; we had then four pumps 
going, which continued playing till 
the enemy came up to us, and took 
us in tow. 

The action continued, from firft to 
laft, from forty minutes after eleven, 
to three in the morning. All the 
marine officers, failors, and foldiers, 
behaved with the greateft courage ; 
their bravery was much encouragtd 
by the prefence of mind, and cool- 
nefs of our Captain, and the whole 
corps of officers. 

The following is a lift of the killed 
and wounded : 

Officers killed, 2 ; officers wounds 
ed, 6 ; common men, marine offi- 
cers, 
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ctrs, and mariners killed, 16 ; fol- 
tJiers of the regiment dc Breilb kil- 
led, 5 ; marine officers and mariners 
wounded, 25 ; foldier^ of the regi- 
ment de Brefle wounded, 14. — 
Total of the killed and wound- 
ei, 68. 

The vefTel which capture! us is 
tailed the Nonfuch, or $'<m6 Pareil, 
carrying 64 guns, and commanded 
by Sir James Wallace. I am, &c. 
La Motth Takourel. 



Ybs following extracts from the re- 
gtftry of the Court of Vice-Admi- 
ralty, are publijktd by particular 
defire of Mr* HaRRJSOn*. 
Jamaica^ In Cur. V'ue Admhis. 
M)tk May, 1780. 
On the copies of "the Governor's 
order of fufpenfion, and of the let- 
ters annexed (originals whereof are 
ready to be produced) I move your 
Honour, as Judge of the Vice-Ad- 
miralty of this ifland, that I may be 
** immediately reinftated in the of- 
£ce of Advocate-general, and per- 
muted to exercife the functions 
thereof as ufual ;" having been fui- 
pended from that office by the Go- 
vernor, " till his Majefty's plea- 
sure ihould be known :"— I commit- 
ted my caufe to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, who, with their ufual 
juftice, have inftantly, and, as I Hill 
truft, eificacioufly extended their 
protection to me. The Governor's 
appeal to the fame tribunal, fhews 
Jiim to have been well apprifed, that 
the exercife or notification of the 
King's pleafure, in the difp«fal of 
my office, is with their Lordfliips : 
their pleafure is regularly fignihed' 
t:> him, in the known and eftablifhrd 
courfe of their department ; and did 
his doubts on that fubjec~c require 
removal, or their powers want con- 
firmation, hs is told by the Secretary 
«f State for the American depart- 
ment, " ihat my office of Advocate- 
general is fobjecl to the pleafure of 
the Lords of the A*j:h:\i!m\ ;.\\d 



that I will have the fatisfa&ion of 
-hearing from their Lordihips that 
they have reftored me to that 
ilauon." 

Reiving on thefe credentials, I 
entertained not the leaft doubt but 
that the Governor would pay all due 
refpeel to their decifion, and ventur- 
ed even to hope, that with a chear- 
ful and reconciling temper he would 
anticipate any application on my 
pa;*t, by an immediate compliance 
with his orders. I foon found, how- 
ever, that I was indulging expecta- 
tions and hopes not likely to be gra- 
tified. The moment, therefore, I 
received my letters, I transmitted 
them to the Governor's Secretary, 
requeuing the favour of him to lay 
them before his Excellency j he loft 
no time in obliging me, and in fig- 
nifying his Excellency's pleafure 
thereupon. The failure of my ap- 
plication to the Governor, compels 
me to feek redrefs from your Ho- 
nour, in full confidence, Sir, that 
yoa will think the credit and inde- 
pendency of your Court concerned 
in granting it me. 

My reinilatement is now a matter 
not ex gratia* but ex debito juftitiee* 
When die grace was conferred, and, 
after fufpenfion, reftored fey the de- 
legates of the Crown (the Lords of 
the Admiralty) I little expected the 
right would be doubted by the. Go- 
vernor, and that I mould be driven 
to the necetfity of judicially refort- 
ing to your Honour, for a good and 
liege conduction of his Majefty's 
will and pleafure. 

Oh the appointment, by patent 
u'.ider the Admiralty-feal, of the 
Judge, Regifter, and MaHhall of 
this Conn, and on the like appoint- 
ment of the Advocate-general, all 
dominion of thofe offices is, I fub- 
mit, takon out of the Governor, and 
lodged with the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty. — After fuch. an arrangement, 
it is indifpenfible neceffity alone 
which can juftify ary intcrpofition of 
a Governor; 
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a Governor ; and if fuch neceffity 
be feigned, and the right of fufpen- 
fion exercifed without any charge or 
juft reafon whatever, the fufpenfion 
becomes an act of ufurpation, for 
which the law, I conceive, makes 
him both publicly and privately 
refponfible. If a Governor can 
not only fufpend and appoint, bnt 
refill the fuperior and relieving 
power by difobedience or delay, or 
elude it by a repeated fufpenfion and 
appointment, this Court initantly 
becomes dependent on a Governor's 
abfolute will and power. I admit, 
Sir, that there are directions which 
this Court is bound to receive, re- 
fpecl, and obey. The King, as ar- 
biter of war and peace, and of their 
incidental rights, is moil afiliredly 
empowered to inftruft the Judge of 
his Admiralty ; this neceilary branch 
of the prerogative is faved and con- 
firmed by all the prize ads ; but I 
conceive that his Majefty has referr- 
ed this right of instruction exclu- 
fively tohimfelf; that it is ufually 
fignified through the departments of 
the Secretaries of State, or the Lords 
of the Admiralty, and that it is not 
delegated to the Governor in any 
inftance whatever. 

On fome attempts ftriking, as was 
apprehended, at the rights and pri- 
vileges of my immediate predeceilbr, . 
the Lords of the Admiralty ordered 
the Judge to receive no libel that 
was not figned by the Advocate- 
general. This confideration alone 
makes it, I fubmit, a duty incum- 
bent on this Court to fee and deter- 
mine in whom the lawful execution 
of that office is veiled, otherwife its 
bufinefs will be totally ftopt, or, 
whatisworfe, diverted into an irre- 
gular channel, the juft prerogative 
of the Crown over-ruled, and the 
redrefs of the fubjeft defeated. Sit- 
ting as Judge in prize caufes, by 
virtue of a fpecial authority, you 
are held, in refpect both to perfons 



and things, to purfue that authority 
ftriftly, — I cannot, I will not, Sir, 
apprehend that you can have -any 
doubts or difficulties to encounter, 
or that any perfon will combat pre- 
tenfions fa well fupported ! fuch an 
attempt cannot be effected, without 
fubjecting this Court to mod ex- 
traordinary and undue influence, 
and inverting the reafonable and 
eilablifhed order of relative depart- 
ments. In a word, Sir, having been 
fufpended only " till his Majeity's 
pleafure mould be known," and it 
fully and ofncially appearing to be 
his Royal pleafure, that " I mould 
be immediately reinstated in my of- 
fice, and permitted to exercife the 
funclions thereof," I claim the bene- 
fit of his McjenVs favour fo graci- 
oufly bellowed upon me, and pray 
that the documents fuppcrting /hc}* 
claim may be filed and read, and 
that I may be admitted accord- 
ingly. 

T. Harrison. 
(COPY.) 
JJmira!ty-ojjice f $tb April \ 178c 

S J R,, 

" The Earl of Sandwich having 
laid before my Lords Commiffioners 
of the Admiralty your letter of the 
28th of January 1 ait, reprcfenting 
that General Bailing had fufpended 
you from the office of Advocate- 
general, and claiming his I.ordfhip'g 
protection ; I am commanded by 
their Lordfhips to acquaint you, 
that as the General has laid no 
charge againft you, nor given any 
other reafon for removing you from 
the faid office, than your having re- 
figned the office of Attorney-general, 
they have commanded me to fignify 
to his Excellency, that they cannot 
approve of the ftep he has taken, 
and that it is therefore their plca- 
furcthat you lhould ,be immediately 
reinstated in the office of Advocate- 
general, and permitted to exercife 
the functions thereof as ufual. 

I am, 
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I am, Sir, your moll humble 
fervant, 

(Signed) Ph. Stephens. 

Thomas Harrifon % Efq. Advocate- 
general for the Admiralty 6f 
"Jamaica. 

(By the pacquet.) 

Whitehall, $th April, 1780. 
Sir, 

I received your letters of the 28 th 
of January and of the 10th of Feh- 
iuary, with the various inclofures 
they contain. 

I am much concerned that any 
mifunderftanding ihould have hap- 
pened between die Governor and 
yourfelf, at a time when the utmoft' 
harmony and confidence is neceflary 
between all the officers of the Crown 
in their refpedlive departments. But 
as I am informed from the Gover- 
nor that you have refigned the of- 
fice of Attorney-general, which in- 
deed appears by your letter of the 
28th of January, it was my duty to 
lay the Governor's recommendation 
of a proper perfon to fucceed to that 
office before his Majefty, which re- 
commendation his Majefty has been 
gracioufly pleafed to accept. 

Your office of Advocate-general 
is- fubjeft to the pleafure of the 
Lords of the Admiralty, and you 
will have the fatisfadlion of learning 
from their Lordfhips, by this con- 
veyance, that they have reftored you 
to that itation. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

(Signed) Geo. Germain* 
Mr. Harrifon. 

S I R, May ltd, 1780. 

I have been honoured with the 
two inclofed letters from Lord George 
Germain and Philip Stephens, Efq. 
— I requeft the favour of you to lay 
them before the Governor, that I 
may be reinftated accordingly. Per- 
mit me to beg the return of them at 
your firft leifure* 



I am, Sir, with refpedl, your ob*_ 
dient fervant, 

(Signed) Tho. Harrison* 
Edward Barry , Efq. 

Kingfton, May zza*, 1780, 
S I R, 

1 had the honour of receiving 
your letter of yefterday's date, with 
two inclofures, by the conveyance of 
Mr. M'Lean, and loft rto time in 
laying them before his Excellency 
for his perufal. 

1 am now ordered to inform you, 
that whilft his Excellency has the 
honour of holding the reins of this 
Government, you can never aft in 
any public department whatever* 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
your very humble and obedient 
fervant, 

(Signed) Edward Barry, 
Secretary. 
Thomas Harrifon, Efq* 

Jamaica, IT. 
By his Excellency John Dallinc, 
Efquire, Captain- geoeral y Governor 
and Commander in Chief of hit 
Majefty^s ifland of Jamaica^ and 
the territories thereon depending in 
Anttrica, Chancellor and Vice Ad* 
miral of the fame. 
To Thomas Harrison, Efq. 
greeting. 
Whereas I have thought proper, 
for divers caufes and confiderations, 
to fufpend you from being any 
longer hi» Majefty's Advocate-gene- 
ral in this ifland, you are there- 
fore hereby ordered to furceafe the 
further exercife of the faid office, 
until his Majefty's pleafure ihall be 
known. 

Given under my hand and feal at 
arms, at Saint Jago de la Vega, 
the 25th day of January, in the 20th 
year of his Majefty's reign, annoq. 
domini. 1780.* 

(Signed) John Dallinc* 
By his Excellency's command, 
John Clements, Dep, Sec. 

At 
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*?/ a Court cf Vict* Admiralty , held at 
the town cf Saint Jago de la Vega, 
on Friday the fecond day of June, 
in the year of our Lord 1780, before 
the. Honourable John Buown- 
RIGO, fudge Surrogate and Com- 
mijafy of the faid Court. 
On the motion of Mr. Harrifon 
to be reinftated to the exercife of 
the office of Advocate-general non 
obftante a fufpenfion- of his "Excel- ' 
lency General Dalling, till his 
^Majefty's pleafure mould be known, 
now filed in this Court. His ho- 
nour the Judge was pleafed to de* 
clare as follows : "I have atten- 
tively confidered the feveral letters 
and papers filed by Mr. Harrifon, 
bat have not received any commands 
from the Lords Cornmiffioners of the 
Admiralty, nor has his Excellency 
the Governor done me the honour 
to communicate to me, whether he 
has received any directions relative 
to the reinftating of Mr, Harrifon 
in the office of the Advocate-gene- 
ral ; whenever fuch commands come 
officially to me, I (hall moft chear- 
fully obey them. At prefent, I am 
clearly of opinion, that I have no 
power to controul or take off his 
Excellency's fufpenfion, and am 
therefore Under the neceflity of 
denying the motion. ** 
Jamaica, ff. 

In Cur. Vice Admit iu 
June the ld % 1780. 
I Thomas Harrifon, duly appoint- 
ed Advocate-general of the Court of 
Vice-Admiralty of this ifland, by 
his Majefty*s letters patent, or com- 
miflion, tinder the feal of the High 
Court of Admiralty of England, 
bearing date the* zith day of Feb- 
ruarys 1774, having been on the^ 
* 25 th day of January, 1780, by his 
Excellency John Dalling, Efq. fuf- 
pended from the faid office of Ad- 
vocate-general " until his Majefty's 
pleafure ihould be known/' and 
having on the^cjth day of May laft, 
mfived upon the feveral documents 
Vox.. X. 



filed in the RegifterVoffice of tbla 
Court (the originals being produced 
and read) to be reflored to the ex- 
ercife of the faid office, by virtue 
of his Majefty's* pleafure, officially 
fignified and exprefled in fuch docu- * 
ments ; and fuch motion being re- 
fufed by John Brownrigg, Efq. fole 
Judge and Commiflary of this Court, 
do hereby proteil againft fuch refu-' 
fal, and againft any adl, matter, or 
proceeding whatever, from the day 
of the date hereof, being had, done, 
inftituted, and performed in this 
Court, in and Concerning the office' 
of Advocate-general, of this ifland, 
and theufe and exercife of any of the' 
right of the faid office of Advocate- , 
general, by or at the inftance of 
Hugh Lewis, Efq. or any other 
peribn pretending to be Advocate- 
general of this ifland. 

(Signed) Tho. Harrison, 

Vera Copia, Advocate-gen. 

HintonEast, Dep. Reg, 
Cur, Vice Admltis. 



The following extract of Minutes; 
from the private Journal of a Gen- 
tleman, who was on board Admi- 
ral Rod ney'j/«/, during the lati 
engagements with the French fleets 
is taken from the Barbadoes Gazette 
of the zyth May* 

The body of the fleet lying in 
Shore-bay, taking in water, ftores 
and provifions, and refitting the da- 
mage fuftained in the late action, in 
cxier to renew the battle the firft op* 
pqrtunity> and the Admiral having 
information the jth of this month, 
from one of the frigates cruizing for 
obfervation, -that the French fleet 
was feen about *ib leaguers to wind- 
ward of Point Saline, he made the 
fignal Forfailing, "when the fleet im- 
mediately got under way, having or- 
ders to hold - themfelves in'conftant 
readinefs for failing 'at the fhorce^ 
notice. The afternoon of the 9th, 
the enemy's fleet was feen bearing E. 
S. E, of our fleet, fix or fevca leagues 
Z diltant, 
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<Hftant, (landing to the fouthwarcr, 
/wirh the wind at E. Point Saline 
then bore due N. of our fleet, five 
leagues diftant, upon which the Ad- 
uriral made the fignal to prepare for 
battle, and when we were got con- 
fiderably nearer, the enemy, formed 
the line, ftill beating to windward, 
and endeavouring to get near enough 
toihe-enemy to force them to ac- 
tion, which they prevented by keep- 
ing clofe hauled to the wind, endea- 
vouring to avoid an engagement by 
alLmeans, and it is very unfortunate, 
that their fuperiority of failing in ge- 
neral, in a line, give them too much 
the option of diftarice. About fix on 
**he evening of the 15th the van of 
our fleet then upon the larboard tack, 
having got pretty clcfe to the enemy, 
the. Admiral made the fignal to pre- 
pare for battle, Capt. Bowyer, in the 
Albion, very gallantly led the van to 
aftion in a manner that does him 
much honour and credit, and about 
50 min. pafl 6, fetched the center of 
the enemy's line, and engaged each 
of their rear fhips as they pafled on 
the other tack, keeping up a very 
heavy and uninterrupted fire all the 
time. By reafon of a. violent fquall, 
with a fudden fhift of wind, but 
eight of our headmoft: mips, Admiral 
Rowley's divifton, could fetch any 
part of the enemr 's line ; the very 
heavy and conflant fire of the Albion, 
as well as the other fhips that got 
into action, kept upon the mips that 
pafled them, deferves great applaufe, 
and they muft have done the enemy 
conflderable damage. At 37 min. 
after feven the euem y 's rear pafled our 
fhips, when the action ceafed, and 
foon after the fhips that had engaged, 
joined the fleet, when we tacked and 
ftood the fame way with the enemy. 
The Albion and Magnificent appear- 
ed to have fuffered moft at this time, 
as being firft up, and pafTed a preat 
number of the French mips very- 
near, the other fhips , alfo fuffered, 
but it is to be hoped, from the very 



good fire they continually kept, thef 
have *hurt the enemy confiderably 
more. ■ . 

Nothing material happened from 
that time till the 19th, about one in 
the afternoon, in lat. i^deg. i8min. 
N. to wimlward of Martinico, when 
we, ftill in a line of battle, endea- 
vouring to get near enough to engage 
the enemy, and ftanding N. E« 
which was the point. they bore from 
us, with the wind at E.- S. .E-.faw 
them tack to the fouthward', and per- 
ceiving they could not weather the 
van of our fleet, then on^the larboard 
tack, the Admiral made the jignal 
to prepare for battle about 1.5, mi- 
nutes after two,., and a quarter of an- 
hour afterwards, the fignal for the 
rear to clofe*; aj minutes after three 
the enemy began to fire on our van, 
• which was led by Commodore 
Hotham in the Vengeance, whofe 
conduct and bravery on this,, as welL 
as on all former occaflons, r deferve 
the utmoft credit. In a few minute* 
afterwards, the Admiral' threw out 
the-general fignal for battle, and our 
van and center mips very fmartly 
engaged the whole of their line as- 
they pafTed on. the oppofite tack, 
fncceffively hauling their wind as 
they came a-breaft of the Sandwich, 
in the center, and thereby avoiding 
the fire of our. rear divifibn ; 50 
min; paft four, the Admiral made 
the fignal for the Admiral in the 
third pott (Rowley) juft then out of 
aftiorr with the van divifion to tack- 
and endeavour to gain the wind of 
the enemy; about fifteen minutes 
after five, their rear, having pafled 
our fhips, the firings ceafed, when- 
the Admiral made the fignal for the 
headmoft and weathermoft fhips to 
tack firft, and engage fuccef&vely as 
they came up witH tHe enemy, and 
at the fame rime hauling down the 
fignal for the line.- But finding it 
impafticable to renew the action up- 
on that plan, as the enemy kept well 
to windward, under a prefi of fail, 

' " and 
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and the wind very unfavourable for 
our purpofe, the Admiral about half 
pafl five, threw out the jfignal for a 
clofe line a-head again, when the 
fleet tacked together, {landing on 
the fame tack with the enemy, and 
kept in fight of them all night. 
They certainly muft have fuffered 
very confidently this time, as our 
Hups kept jup a very heavy and con- 
stant fire upon ihem as they pafTed, 
and feveral of their fhips appeared 
greatly difabled, three of them being 
obferved npt able to, keep the line. 
fJext morning the Admiral made the 
flgnal for weekly accounts with the 
itate and condition of the fhips ; at 
noon, lat. 14 deg. 58 min, N» 
formed the line north and fouth, the 
French fleet then bearing N. E. by 
E. of us, a great way oiF, and that 
cyening got quite out of fight, when 
the fignal for the line to haul dpwn, 
and all cruizers called in. Sunday 
morning the Conqueror, Boyne and 
Cornwall, being very leaky and 
much difabled in action, left the 
fleet, with the Fortune and Grey- 
hound frigates, fleering for St. 
Lucia, and the rejt of the fleet an- 
chored in Carlifle Bay, about two 
o'clock on Monday morning* 



Tranflation of an ^rret of the Su- : 
perior. Council of the "inland ©f 
Grenada and the Grenadines, for 
carrying into, execution the order 
of his Moil Chriitian Majefty, for 
abolifhing fha ofEce of Conferva- 
tors of the ejffates of Englifh Ab- 
{entees in the laid ifland. 
JLxtra8e4 frotft the Records of He 
Office ef the Superior Council of 
CrrtBMda fud its Dependencies, 
<t At the requifition of the At- 
torney-general, and he having been 
heard thereon, the Court has deter*, 
mined, that 'the Confervators are ' 
and fhall be abolifhed from tlje flat;e 
of the regiftering the two arrets of 
the King's Council of State, of the 
1 2th of December laft. i s It is there- 
fore ordained, that the managers an4 



representatives of the planters, which 
were under confervation, fhall be re* 
inflated in the htt management of 
the faid eftates by two CommifTaries 
of th* Court, in the prefence of the 
King's Attorney-general, an invent 
tory thereof being previoufly made 
by Monfieur Berdery, notary, whom 
the Court appoints for that purpofe. 
" As the ordinance of this govern- 
ment of the 7th of July, 1779, re-; 
giftercd in all the Courts of the co/ 
lony, eftablilhing confervation for* 
the eftates of Englifh Abfentees,: 
nwft remain in force until the ds.t^ 
of the regittering his Majefty's arret*' 
abolifhing the confervations ; the * 
Confervators, therefore, eftablifhen 1 ; 
by virtue of the faid ordinance; fhall : 
enjoy, until the ift of this inftarit,, 
the allowance of two and a half per ■' 
cent, in money or kind, upon all/ 
the productions, fales, crops, arid * 
rent, of the faid eftates and planta- ■'* 
tion, agreeable to the directions of ; 
the 1 8th" article of the faid" regula- 
tion ; and the amount of the faid 
allowance fhall be equally divided 
amongft the Confervators for each 
quarter. > 

■' Such of his Majefty's new 
>fcbjecl$ as are guardians of infants, 
who by the reth* article of the ordi- 
nance of this new government of the « 
3d of January, ij 80, refpe&ing con- > 
feryations, * were bound to render :hk-j 
nual accounts of the eftates -of the * 
infants of new fubjetts, the admini-' J 
ftration whereof Was* committed 'to ' 
them, fhalL be obKged *to tender* an - 
account of their* admin iftratkm to s 
the lit day of this mftant, before » 
two CommifTaries of the Court, in > 
the prefence of the King's Attorney- * * 
^general ; and there fhall be drawn 
Out. by the faid Mr. Berdery, notary, *** 
an inventory of all that may be re- 
maining in- 1 r the pofTeHion of the 
guardians 1 who "fhall continue their' 
adminiftrations, according to their 
ufages, and cuftoms, as, eftabliihed 
by the King's edifts. 

" And in order to carry the pre- 
2 2 ' lent 
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fcnt arret into execution, this Court 
has appointed Monfieur PrudhQmme 
and Monf. Oliver, AfTeflbrs for the 
Quarters of Fort Royal* Gouayve, 
and Grand Pauvre ; Me(T, Noel, and 
Butin.de Riquebourg* for the Quar- 
ters of Sateur and Marquis; and 
Mefl". Alesfen and J^oei for the 
Quarters of Maigrin. 

"And with refpeel tq. the Con - 
fervators in the.iflancl ofCarjacou, 
Union, Canaquan,;and other Gre- 
nadines, the Court has appointed, 
as Coramiifary :fifrr , the purpofes of 
the preient arrets Monfieur Olivier, 
Counsellor Afleiforj and ordains that 
the* accounts of the Confcrvators ihall 
1^0 remiEte4 to, him, in order that the 
communication thereof to the At- 
torney r gener,aJ 1 and the reportthere- 
on to, this- Court concerning the 
fame* may be made in due form. ■ 

" Andit is further or.dained, : that 
this arret. (hail be printed^publilhed, 
and poftejj up wfcere needful, under 
the dire^on^of the Attorney-general, 
who fhall\ teilify refpetfing the fame 
tq this Courts . . s ■ • 

*• Done in the Superior. Council 
; of the ifland of Grenada and its 
: dependencies, ttfris ,6th day of 

May, 17.80. :.:.;:':■ 
<Signed) Double, Regifler." 

Frpiti ffa Maryland Gazet/e* 
The Houfe of Delegatesioriginated 
a bill, by which it<wa$ 1 ena£led, that 
all the ■ property (djefct? excepted) 
of3ritiih fubjejfts, ; wihui this State, 
ihould be confifcated, "and veiled in 
the State, to : i>$ AWpakd; of :as the 
General Aflfem&y flwuld.dbecV J 
attended nthe, defcatei drntthe fenate, . 
©n<this very important* fubjeft,: and 
Jend y*>$ thie fubftance, to be infer t- 
ed, : for, the perufal and information 
of the public. / ( ..;ii -.A: : . -■..'. 

r A BrsT^NDEa. 

J)thaia on the bill for feizure and 

conjifcatipn of BrUifl> }**$&*$* in 

the Senate* April 14^x780; 

C. Caroll, of Gar; Thel refugee* 



ought to have a choice to (lay In 
Great-Britain, or to return to this 
State; a bare refidence there may 
not be of neceflity, but choice ; and 
it is conclufive teftimony that the- 
lefciflature of thisState did' not con- 
fider them as Britifh fubje&s, by im-* 
pofmg a treble tax on them, by the 
aclfor the better fecurity of govern- 
ment. The declaration of rights 
fecured all property acquired under 
the old government, which was not 
diflblved at the Revolution/ fo as -to) 
return to a (late of nature, and the 
property fo fecured cannot be taken 
fjrom the proprietors, without a 
breach of our declaration of rights. 
We have heard of the omnipotence 
of parliament, and know the abufe 
of it; but we are a legiflature limit- 
ed, and have; no power to 'excee^ 
the bounds prefcribed , by the Cott-i 
flitution and Bill of Rights, aftif it 
was happy for this-State, that 'the 
government , was limited. * Were it 
not the cafe, popular ambitious knen 
of, great abilities, taking the advan^ 
tage^ of thefe talents, would oyer.* 
throw and deftrny, the, freedom, 
rights, and liberties of- the go- 
vernment and people. Every conn- 
try- produces a .Cataline, but few' a 
Cato or a Brutus, On the eftabfiih-> 
mont'of -the Common-wealth of £ng-. 
land, (a cafe ftmilar to ours Y' the 
Royaliils were not confidered.. as 
aliens^ and ; that age was' inventive 
and fertile in expedients, for. railing 
money-; they heaped composition oft 
•compofitkm, but did not cbrrEfcate 
the property of their opponents. If 
Brkifl> j fubjec*ls have done any ac>, 
fuch'as -bearing anfts/ &t. you may 
deprive them of their property : if 
our ftibjedb have -done any fuch at% 
yoii jnafy punifh them as traitors. 
; At the Revolution* -in" ^hgf and,, 
what was done with the absentees at 
that time in Holland and other parts 
ofEnrope, and* even- with the inha- 
bitants of thefe States K they T ^cre 
ftot-coaftdered as aliens. 

it 
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ft may be faid, that it woald be 
abfurd that a Britifh fubjeft Ihould 
inherit here, becdufe of two allegi- 
ance; bat there is a local and na- 
tural allegiance, and theje is no ab- 
surdity in the pafition, when this 
diilindUon is fet up and attended to* 
Whea the French provinces were 
difannexed front England, in King 
John'* reign, the natives inherited 
in England* He quoted Bracton in 
iupport of this doctrine, but referred 
$o no particular part* Blackftone on 
alienage and allegiance was alfo 
d.uoted. And fuppofing them Bri- 
tish fubje&s, they acquired their 
prpjperjty. legally and conftitutionally,. 
•aM jherefpre onght to hold it. 

\Il^woijld be. impolitic to confifcate 
Brittfh property* becaufe he was fa- 
tis^e^. t^at : in the treaty of peace 
(£reatfc£f itain woitfd ftipulate for the 
T^oratiqn of the: property confifcat- 
ed, or/ a compepfation for iu That 
a^eritleman was appointed by Con'- 
grefs :to. enter inta a treaty of com- 
merce 'with Greai-Britaiii, and it 
w£$d be .extraordinary indeed, to 
open jt|ie treaty with a confifcation of 
their "property. He then alluded to 
a kt^ifro* 1 ^ ne °^ tne Dogates, 
in which it was faid, that France 
and Spain might think itreafonable; 
arid cd^ciuded^^that he would give 
up. tlte policy, of the meafure, but 
woutdLnot give up the Conftitution, 
and that no arguments ufed on the 
other fideof the quefhon (and much, 
had bee^ iaid and publifced on that 
fubje&i had convinced, him of his 
being m sua error, but the Senate 
might firike out aew, lights on the 

futyecl. j 

- Bar- Caroll then rofe and obferv* 
ed, tnait all lawspught to be found* 
ed in juftice, and that it would, be 
the higheftjnjuftice to confifcate the 
proipeyy of ithofe in QreatrBritain, 
for-the want of the fpirit of divina- 
tion. They were . ignorant of the 
declaration of independence, or that 
$helr ; rights, would- bo.afiedted by it* 



No time was given them to come in. 
The Hpufc olDelegates did not con- 
sider the proprietor as an alien, nor 
his eftate as forfeited, or they would 
not, in a bill originated by them 
fome femons ago have proceeded up* 
on the principle of making a pur- 
chafe from him of his eftate, or mak- 
ing a compenfation m lieit of it. 
The bill failed, becaufe they could not 
agree about the divifion of the fpoil ; 
ibrne were for making it a fund for 
the fupport of the Judges ; others 
for finking it in the jpockets of the 
land-holders. They did not confider 
Britifh fubje&s as aliens in the cafe of 
Pellet and Long, or they would not 
have continued the fuit on the 
docket* - . 

The bill for confifcation of Britifh 
property in the whole of it u unne- 
ceflary, or uncoitftitutional : if Bri- 
tifh fubjects are aliens, they cannot 
hold property in this date ; if they 
are not aliens, it would be a breach 
of the Conftitution to take their pro- 
perty from them. This affembly are 
not direr? legem , butahe. quemort, 
who are alien* and who hot, ought 
to be left to the Courts of Juftice. 
The Bill of Rights declares, that 
the legislative and judicial powers 
Ihould be kept feparate and diftinft. 
The bill declares Britiih fiibjecV 
aliens, which would; be an usurpa- 
tion of the j udicial power. He then 
obferved, that he had fworn allegi- 
ance to this State, which was not the 
earth, air, or elements, but the Con- 
ftitution, which would; not permit 
him to be a Judge and Law r maker. 

Mr. Thomas Stone then rofe, and 
obferved, That the bill for the 
feizure and confifcation of Britiih 
property, propofed by the Houfe of 
Delegates, wasagainft the prixfciple 
of reafon and-jufbee, and if confider- 
ed as founded on the declaration of 
independence, and that by confe- 
quence thereof, Britiih fubje&s be- 
come aliens, the bill muft fall, be- 
caufe no fuch inference can be 

drawn 
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•drawn from that aft, nor does the 
declaration fay, that fuch confe- 
quences fhould flow from it. 

The confequences are big with 
iniquity, .and injuftice ; -the charac- 
ters concerned in it would have re- 
volted at the idea, and the breafi: of 
every honeit man would have rejtjft- 
•ed it with indignation. What were 
the true principles of independence ? 
We were fubjefts of Great-Britain. 
The of that kingdom and the 

parliament thereof declared us rebels 
and out of their protection ; to fecure 
ourfelves againft their arbitrary and 
oppreffive meafures, y and to fecure 
right, property, ani liberty, were 
the true principles of the declaration 
of independence, and not to take 
property acquired before it. The 
Subjects of Great-Britain were * not 
informed of the declaratiomof inde- 
pendence ; no notice was given them 
of it* They were never heard or 
tried; and juftice reprobates the 
punilhment jpf perfons neither heard 
or tried. The juifice and propriety -, 
of a pofiticn is to be determined by 
the confequences that flow from it, 
and if by -a conltruftion of the de- 
claration of independence every man 
in Great-Britain became an alien, 
fome good men, and thofe pur 
friends, would be, deprived of in- 
heritable blood. I' don't underftand 
the doctrine of election ; what gives 
an election, but the fiaving property 
in the State r In what time muit. the 
election be made, and who is. to de- 
termine it ? If left to the courts of 
juftice, fome would be of on e^ opi- 
nion, and fome of another;* fome 
would oe of opinion that two months, 
others that fix months, and others 
that eighteen months, would; be fuffi- 
tient to mike an election. Juftke 
requires .that men, having property 
in this State, fhould have notke to 
come, in. "It is time to intcrppfe, . 
not_ to ileal a march on thein^ bu^,, 
to give' them notice to come and 
pofiai their property, or it ihould 



be confidered as derelift. IF any of 
the inhabitants of this State have re- 
ceived penfions, or aflifted in the 
war, fuch men would not come in, 
and ftand a trial. That he would 
agree to take all the profits of Britifh 
property, and appropriate them as 
a fund, and would fell it abfolutely, 
if they. do not come agreeable to no- 
tice, and hecome fubjefts. If we can 
deftroy rights, acquired before in- 
dependence, we can alfo take away 
rights Required under the aft for ex- 
tending privileges to fubjefts of the 
Xing of France, palled a day or twa 
ago ; and the fetfible and difcerning 
fubjefts of that nation will difcoyer^. 
that no confidence is to be placed in* 
the aft of the legiflature, extendine 
privileges to them, if a war mould 
unfortunately break out between 
thefe States and that nation. They 
will fay, that if the legiflature caa 
diveft the fubjefts of -Great- Britain 
of property fairly acquired, merely 
becaufe of a war between "the two 
nations, that they muil expecV'jq'', 
mare the fame fate. 

He then concluded, by obferving, 
that quit-i<fnfcs ought to be abolifhed, 
becaufe it was -an odious badge of 
flavery, inconfiftent with our free 
fituation, independence, and fafety, 
and that it always wounded his feel- 
ings as a freeman to pay them" urfder 
the old government, and that He' . 
would concur in any meafures found- . 
el opon the principles of molality* ; 
and juflicey. but the bill -fent by the 
Houfe of Delegates was incompatible 
with thefe principles, and that it con- : 
tai&ed a'conmdtftiort, in calling the 
property y which was the objeft iff it, 
Britifh property. 

R. Goidfborough obferved, that 
the bill wars defective, conceived ;n 
general terms, and that we were left 
to guefs who are Britifh fubjefts, 
Does it include thofe who left this 
State before the 19th of April, 
1775, the 14th of Auguft, 1775, or 
the declaration of independence on 

the 
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' the 4th of July, 1776 ? The Con- 
vention, that framed the Govern- 
ment,- are filent on this head.. The 
Legislature have declared, that thofe 
who left this State are fubje&s of 
this State. H by the declaration of 
independence Britiifrfubje&s became 
aliens, where did the eftate veil be- 
tween the declaration of independence 
arid the 14th of Auguft, 1776, when 
the Conftitution was framed ? The 
principles laid down by the writers 
onthe law of nature and nations, do 
not apply in the prefent inftance. 
The iubjects of an independent na- 
tion know the terms on which they 
purchafed and acquired property ; 
they purchafed fubjeft to the events 
of war; but Britifh fubjedts who 
acquired property here, did it agree- 
able to the Conftitution and laws 
under which they lived- For what 
caufe will you take* away the proper- 
ty qfabfentees ? Did they, by going 
away, infringe any law ? Their pro- 
perty was acquired legally, if they 
infringed, no law, when they went 
away, it would be an ex pojl fafto 
law,, and. is contrary to the declara- 
tion, of rights, to take their property 
away for that which was wot an in- 
fringement of any law. The bill, 
therefore,, eitablifhes an ex poji fafto 
law,, and confequently is contrary to 
the declaration o£ rights. It in- 
fringes the Conftitutioa in another 
inftance, which declares, that the 
legislative, executive, and judicial 
powers, mould be kept feparate and 
diitincl,. The Courts of law are to 
determine who are Britifh fubjedts. 
If we undertake it v we violate the 
Conftitution, which I am fworn not 
to violate. 

If we cannot carry on die war 
without Britiih property, our ene- 
mies, will foon know it and continue 
the war, and we muft foon yield. 
The Delegates fay, that a tax of 
iodl. continental, on every hundred 
pounds of actual property, will fink 

the old money in circulation, and 



defray the current expenccs of the* 
year. This, is but 40I. gold,' a mere- 
trifle. He would give one third, 
one half, nay the whole of his pro- 
perty, fooner than fail in the prefent 
conteit. There is no neceffity for 
Britiih property as a fund ; it cannot 
give credit co the money emitted on 
it, becaufe a man may fay, it will 
be* given up at the treaty of peace*. 
and is therefore precarious ; or a 
tax will be lard to make a compen- 
fatron to the value. We have funds 
enough ; taxes on luxuries would 
be an ample fund to fupport the new 
bills of credit. 



IRELAND. 

Royal Exchange, Dublin* 
Jug, 11, 17 So. 
At a General Meeting of the 

merchants and traders of this City*, 

convened this day by a public notice 

from the Committee of merchants, 

Mr. Travers Hartley in the 

Chair, 

The following rcfolutions were 
unanimouily agreed to : 

Refolved, That it is our fmcerc 
deilre, our ardent wifh, to prefcrvo 
that cordiality of affection between^ 
this country and Great Britain, fo* 
eflentially neceffary to the profperity 
of both kingdoms, and which can 
only have a firm foundation in mu^ 
tual intereft; and reciprocal liberality 
of fentiment. 

Refolved, That the alteration 
which the bill lately patted in the 
Hon. the Houfe of Commons, in 
Ireland, has, as we are credibly in- 
formed, fuffcred in Great Britain „ 
by a reduction of the additional' 
duty of 12s. per cwt. thereby laid 
on refined fugars, to 9*. 2d. per 
cwt. does therefore affed its with,* 
fenttble concern, as manifefily pro- 
ceeding from the moft narrow,' fbl- 
fifh, and illiberal principles. 

Refolved, Thar thofc' applica- ' 
tions which have efFecled this alte- 
ration in' Great Britain, have hot, ' 

in* 
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in our apprehenfion, had merely a 
view to the fupplying the confump- 
tion of this kingdom with fugar of 
the manufacture of Great Britain, 
but to prevent the e^tenfion of every 
other manufacture of this country, 
which might have been expected, in 
eonfequence of a free export to the 
Britifh fettlements and colonies in 
Africa, the Weft-Indies, and Ame- 
rica, and with the hopes of which 
we were led to amufe ourfelves. 

Refolved, That the firft men- 
tioned view of fupplying the con- 
fumption of this country with re- 
fined fugar of Britifh manufacture, 
is ungenerous and unequal, as the 
importation of refined fugar into 
Great Britain from Ireland, in com- 
mon with all other countries, is ef- 
fectually guarded agalnft by a pro- 
hibitory duty of 4I. 2s. 6d. per cwt. 

Refojved, That the latter more 
latent, but, we are confident, prin- 
cipal view of fruftrating the advan- 
tage fo pompoufly held out to us in 
a free trade to the Britifh colonies, 
by depriving us evea of our own 
market for raw fugar, the capital ar- 
ticle of return for our exports thither, 
is moft difingenuous and deceitful ; 
utterly inconfiftent with that can- 
dour, by which we know many of 
our Britifh fellow fubjedls are, and 
wifh them all to be honourably 
diftinguifhed. 

Refolved, That we ftill remain of 
opinion, that an additional duty of 
16s. yd. per cwt. on fugar in loaves, 
being three times tlie propofed ad- 
dition on the raw material, is necef- 
fcry to preferve our fugar refinery on 
the fame footing it has hitherto 
flood, not indeed a very firm one, as 
experience evinces the injurious com- 
petition it has frequently fuffered 
from imported refined fugar. 

Refolved, however, That we will 
not trouble the Hon, Houfe of Com- 
mons with any new application on 
this fubjedl, or attempt to unfettle 
a determination founded on atten- 



tive inveftigatlon, and- able deti* 
fion ; and which, though not torn- 
ing up ;o our idea, we received at 
the, time with the refpectful acq dies- 
fcence due to the folemn Tefuit *o£ 
their deliberations ; patiently wait- 
ing the operation of theduty of 1 *s* 
per cwt. until the enfuing feffion 1 of 
Parliament, againft which, time ex^ 
perience might add weight to our* 
opinion, or convince us of our 
error. 

Refolved, That we confider it de* 
rogatory to the dignity of the rew 
prefentatives in Parliament of the 
people of Ireland, .to admit a'fttppo^ 
fition of their determination beittg- 
fhaken by the interested, infidiou* 
oppofnion of fugar bakers or Wefb- 
India merchants in Great Britain ; 
a determination, in which we are 
perfuaded a delicacy of.fentimeat*- 
under the impreflion of propofed be* 
nefits, ftudioufly avoiding the leaffc 
appearance of ingratitude, had an 
abundant fhare. 

Refolved,* That, in our opinion, x 
it would be more for the intereft -©if 
this, kingdom, to relinquiftr the'-di--- 
reel importation of raw fugars fmnt- 
the Weft-Indies, and to import them ' 
as ufual through Great Britain, mt 
the prefent duty of is. 8d. per, cwt* 
than to admit refined fugars with *x 
lefs additional duty than 12s. per 
cwt. 

Refolved, That, in our opinio**; 
this kingdom reaped more advantagt-* 
in a fhort time, by confining *itfetf 
to the ufe of its own manufactures, 
than it will, for a courfe of years, 
from a nominal trade on terms f© 
fallacious. ■ '.•> 

Refolved, therefor^ That 2 l«u-> 
land, at all-events, is*happy in hav.i 
ing the great countexpoife to her li-* * 
mited trade, within herfeif, in her" j 
own virtue, patriotism, aad public:! ~* 
fpirit, which, Ave traft, ifagain made? ' * 
neceflary, will hemnanimoufly, firm- 
ly, and effectually exerted. 

Refolved, That a Committee be 
appointed. 
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appointed to traftfmit copies of 
thefe refolutions to the merchants of 
the feveral trading towns in this 
kingdom, and that the fa;d Commit- 
tee do confift of twenty-one mer- 
chants. 

Refolved, That copies of thefe 
refolutions, expreflive of the fenti- 
timents of the merchants and traders, 
be prefented by the Committee to 
Dr. William Clement and Sir Sa- 
muel Bradftreet, Bart, reprefentatives, 
for this city in Parliament, requeu- 
ing that, upon this very important 
occafion, they will perfevere in their 
heft endeavours to protect the manu- 
factures and commerce of this king T 
dom, 

Refolved, That the thanks of 
this meeting be hereby prefented to 
our worthy Chairman, Mr. Travers 
Hartley, for his care and attention 
}n prefiding at thofe meetings. 

Refolved, That the Committee 
be empowered to convene" a general 
peering when they fl^all think fit, 

TholfeU iXublin, 1 4 fug* 1 780. 

At a very numerous and refpeft- 
able meeting of the Gentlemen, 
Clergy^ Freemen, and Freeholders, 
field purfuant to public notice, the 
High Sheriffs in the Chair^ the fol- 
lowing refolutions were unanimoufly 
Agreed to : 

Refolved, t 

That the fugar bjll, and the bill 
for ^the better regulation of the army 
of' Ireland, have fuffered alterations 
in Great* Britain ; fuch as muft ren- 
der the^ former injurious to trade, 
and the latter fubverfiye of liberty. 

That a mutiny law, unlimited in 
duration, is'againft the fundamental 
principles of the' Qonftitu'tion, tends 
%o make the powerT-of the Crown ab- 
solute, and to eilabliih in this coun- 
try a military Goirer'nment . 

' That any perfons, " who mall he 
haft en&ugh to comply with the man- 
dates of Adminiftration, ih fupport- 
jng thefe alarming meafures, will 

Vot. X, ' » ' 



jujily forfeit all title to the future 
confidence of the people. 

That the following petition he 
prefented to the Hon. Houfe 01" 
Commons, by bur reprefentatives 
in Parliament, whofe approved fide 7 
lity renders particular inftru£tions 
to them, upon this occafion, un- t 
necefTary. * 

To the Honourable the Knights, Citi* 

zens, and Burgejfcs, in Parliament 

affetnblcd 
The Petition of the Freemen and 

Freeholders of the city of Dublin, 

legally convened hy the Sheriffs, 
Humbly fhe'weth, 

That iris with the u^moft reli- 
ance on your wifdom and virtue,' 
and an high fenfe of your efforts to 
ferve your country, we prefume to * 
petition this Honourable Hoyfe at 
the prefent alarming crifis. | * 

That your petitioners underjjtand, 
that the bill for the better regulation 
of the army of Ireland, has fufFere^ 
alterations in Great Britain, where- 
by its duration is unlimited, and ■ 
thus the army of this country made 
independent of parliament 4 'inart;al 
law eftablifhed for ever, and the 
power of the Crown oyer the mili- 
tary rendered not only almoft abfo- 
lute but perpetual. 

That your petitioners underftand,, 
that the bill for impofing additional 
duties on fugars imported, has alfp 
fuffered alteration in Great Britain, 
by a reduction of the duty of twelve 
(hillings per hundredweight on re- 
fined fugars in loaves*' (determine4 
on by this Honourable Houfe, after 
the moil deliberate difcufiion) to^ 
nine millings and tjwo-pence and a^ 
fraction ; ' a meafure, not only de- 
fixu&ive of the fugar-refinery of this 
kingdom, bu^' overeating the advan-, 
tages to be expected' from a free 
trade to thje Britifh; colonies. 
* May iV* therefore pleafe this Ho- 
nourably 'Houfe^ not to fuifer the 
bill for' the better, regulatioa of the, 
army of Ireland^ to pafs, thus alter-. 
■ A a '' ed 
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ed, into a law : and, that an addi- 
tional duty, not lefs than twelve 
ihillings per hundred weight, may 
be laid on refined fugars in loaves 
imported. 

And your petitioners will pray, 
* Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
faid pecitionie figned by the Sheriffs, 
and by them . delivered to Doctor 
William Clement, and Sir Samuel 
Bradftreet, Bart, our reprefentatives 
in Parliament. 

Refolved unanimoufly,- That if it" 
fhould be again made neceflary, we 
will have recourfe to a non-impor- 
tation agreement, as being preg- 
nant with greater benefits to this 
country, than a partial and imper- 
fe&, grant of a nominal free trade ; 
and we truft, that we fhall ever find 
a counterpoife in the fpirit and pa T 
I trkuifm of the people of Ireland, 
againft the difadvantages to which 
they may be fubjetted by the jea- 
loufy and envy, of their fellow-iub^ 
jects of England. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
thanks of this meeting be given to 
our worthy High Sheriffs, for their 
^hearful compliance with the requeft 
of their fellow-citizens, and for their 
Spirited and impartial conduct in the 
Chair. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
proceedings be figned by the Sheriffs, 
and publifhed. 

William James, | 5herfJF 
John Jc-xshaw, j 

Royal Exchange ', Aug. 18,1780. 

At a meeting of the corps of in- 
dependent Dublin volunteers, 
Thomas Ashworth, Efq. Capt, 
. commandant in the Chair, 

kefolved u .-.animoufly, That by 
the late decifions of the Houfe of 
Commons, in regard to the fugar 
bill, and to an aft for the regula- 
tion of the army in this kingdom, we 
are contained to believe that our 
commercial and conftitutional inte- 
f efts have been facrificed to the ad- 
yantage of individuals. 
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Refolved unanimoufly, That the 
virtuous, though unfuccefsful efforts 
of the Minority of the Houfe of 
Commons, in fupport of our trade 
and Constitution, merit the' thanks 
of every friend %o his country ; and 
that we will concur with the volun-r 
teer corps of this Kingdom, and 
every other clafs of virtuous citizens, 
in every effort which may tend ta 
avert the public danger, and recall 
thofe men who have betrayed the 
confidence of their conilkuents to a 
fenfe of public virtue. 

Refolved unanimoufly, That as 
freemen or freeholders, we will not, 
on future occafions, vote for any 
perfon of the Majority, who divided 
in favour of the bill to prevent mu^ 
tiny and defertion, as altered by the 
Privy Council of England. 
Signed, by order, 

JCJI.NER Baker, Sec. fro. Tern, 

At a full meeting of the liberty 
volunteers, on Saturday the 19th of 
Augufl, 1780, purfuant to notice, 
Alexander Craydon, Efq. 
Lieut. -col. in the Chair, 

The following refolutions were 
unanimoufly agreed to : 

Refolved, That the alteration of 
the fugar bill, and paffing the mu- 
tiny bill, without limitation of time, 
render our expectation of a free 
trade delufive, and totally contra- 
t diets thofe fentiments which we were 
induced to believe would actuate the 
reprefentatives of the people to 
emancipate this kingdom from the 
infults of a foreign judicature. 

Refolved, .That confidering the 
army of this kingdom, as a body of 
men embarked in the caufe of their 
country, and equally entitled with 
ourfelves to the protection of its legi- 
flature, we cannot but feel for their 
Actuation, who, by this law, are in 
danger of being made, at a future 
<fay, the unwitting inftrumenjs of 
defpotifm, to violate the liberties of 
Jreland. 

Refolved, That it appears to us, 
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tnat tne H!oufe of Commons have 
adopted the fentiments of the Britifh 
Privy Council, or Englifti Attorney, 
in contradiction to their own de- 
clared fentiments, as exprefTed in 
the original bills fent from this 
kingdom to Great Britain. 

Refolved, That the compliance 
bf an Irifh Parliament with the man- 
dates of an Englifh judicature is 
unconftitutional, and tends to the 
fubverfion of Magna Chajta and the 
Bill of Rights. 

Refolved, That we will not, on 
any future occafion (either as citi- 
zens or foldiers) fupport the intereft 
or protect the property of any Mem- 
ber that voted with the Miniftry on 
the late decisions, and that we will 
concur with the volunteer corps of 
this kingdom, and the reft ot our 
fellow-fubjects, in every effort which 
may tend to avert the dangers we 
are threatened with, and for that 
purpofe have appointed a Commit- 
tee of Correfpondence with the dif- 
ferent volunteer coi*ps. 

Refolved, That the manufactures 
of this kingdom deferve our utmoft 
aid, and that we will moft chearfully 
join with its moft faithful friends, 
to fupport a non-importation agree- 
ment, which appears to us at this 
time effentially'neceflary. 

Refolved, That the 63 worthy 
Members who compofed the Mino- 
rity, on Wednefday the 16th inftant, 
deferve the fupport of every virtuous 
elector. 

Refolved, That our fincere thanks 
be given to our worthy Colonel, Sir 
Edward Newenham, Knt. for his 
virtuous and upright conduct in 
Parliament. 

Signed by order, 

Pat, Burke, Sec, 



) 



Royal Exchange, Dublin, Aug. 17, 

1780. 

At a meeting of the merchants 

corps of volunteers, 

PfTEk Digges Latovche, Efq« 

in the Chair, 



The following refolutiorM wer< 
unanimoufly agreed to : 

Refolved, That the late decifions 
of the Hotife of Commons (fo de- 
finitive, in our opinion, to the con- 
stitutional rights, and injurious to 
the commercial interefts of this 
kingdom) demand the moft ferioug 
attention of every Irifhman. 

Refolved, That we confider their 
confent to the mandate of the Britifh 
Minifter, by which the bill for the 
regulation of the army, is made per-* 
petual, and the controul thereof for 
ever veited in the hands of the 
Crown, as a fubverfion of the Con- 
stitution, and a ftab to the liberty of 
the fubject. 

Refolved, That, confidering the 
army of this kingdom as a body of 
men embarked in the caufe of their 
country, and equally .intitled with 
ourfelves to the protection of its 
legiflature, we cannot but feel for 
their fituatkm, who, by this law, 
are in danger of being made, at a 
future day, the unwilling, inftru- 
ments of defpotifm, to violate- the 
liberties of Ireland. 

Refolved, That we confider the 
compliance of that Houfe with the 
alteration made iri the fugar bill by 
the Englifh Privy Council, reducing 
the propofed duty on lump fugars, 
as an overthrow to the refinery of 
this kingdom, and a total obstruc- 
tion to the extenfion of its manufac- 
tures by an export to the Britifh co- 
lonies and Weft-Indies. 

Refolved, That we will concur 
with the volunteer corps of this 
. kingdom, and the reft of our fellow- 
fubjects, in every effort which may 
tend to avert the dangers wc are 
threatened with. 

Refolved, That the fbenuous, 
though unfuccefsful efforts of the 
Minority of the Houfe of Common* 
in defence of the Constitution, merit 
the thanks and firm fupport of every 
friend to his country. 

Signed by order, 

W« Bruce Dunn, Sec, 

A a z Iwtrqdvctio* 
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IktRODUCTioN to the American 

Crisis. (No. VUL) 

(See Page. 107.) 

" Trufting (fays the King of 
England in his fpeech of November 
laft) in the Divine Providence, and 
in the juftice of my caufe, I am firm- 
ly refolyed to profecute the war with 
vigour, and to make every exertion 
in order to compel oUr enemies to 
equitable terms of peace and accom- 
modation." To this declaration the 
United States of America and the 
Confederated Powers of Europe, will 
reply, If Britain will have war, Jbe 
Jhall have enough of it* 

Five years have nearly elapfed 
fince the commencement of hoftifi- 
ties, and every campaign, by a gra- 
dual decay, has leflened your ability 
to conquer, without producing a fe- 
rious thought on your condition or 
your fate. Like a prodigal lingering 
in a habitual confumption, you feel 
the relicks of life, and miftake them 
For recovery. New -Schemes like 
new medicines, have adminiftered 
frefh hopes and prolonged the difeafe 
inftead of curing it. A change of 
generals like a change of phyficians, 
ferved only to keep the flattery alive, 
and furnifh new pretences for new 
extravagance. 

" Can Britain fail?"* Has been 
proudly afked at the commencement 
of every enterprize, and that " what- 
ever jhe wills is fate"\ has been 
'given with the Solemnity of prophe- 
tic confidence, and though the ques- 
tion has been conftantly replied to by 
'disappointments, and the prediction 
SklSified by misfortune, yet ftill the 
Infult continued, and your catalogue 
of national evils ericreaSed therewith* 
Eager to perSuade the world of her 
powers, fhe cohfidered the deftruction 
as the minifter of greatneSs, and con- 
ceived the glory of a nation, like 



that of an Indian, lay in the numbef 
of fcalps and the miferies it inflicts. 

Fire, fword and want, as far as the 
arms of Britain could extend them, 
have been Spread with wanton cruel- 
ty along the coaft of America ; and 
while you, remote from the fcene of 
Suffering, had nothing to lofe and as 
little to dread, the information reach- 
ed you like the tale of antiquity, in 
which the diftarice of time defaces 
the conception , and changes the 
Severeft Sorrows into converSable a- 
mufement. 

This makes the Second paper, ad- 
drefled perhaps in vain to the people 
of England. That advice mould be 
taken where example has failed, or 
precept be regarded where warning 
is ridiculed, is like a picture of hope 
retting on defpair: but when time 
mall ftamp with univerfal currency, 
the facts you have long encountered 
with a laugh, and the irreMible 
evidence of accumulated lofles, like 
the hand-writing on the wall, fhall 
add terror to diftrefs, you will then, 
in a conflict of Sufferings, learn to 
Sympathise with others by feeling for 
yourfelves. 

Hitherto you have experienced 
the expences, but nothing of the 
miferies of the war. Your diSap- 
pointments have been accompanied 
with no immediate fufFering, and 
your lofles come to you only by in- 
telligence. Like fire at a diftance, 
you heard not even the cry ; you 
felt not the danger* you faw not the 
confuiion. To you every thing has 
been foreign but the taxes to Support 
it; You TkneW Hot what it was to 
j be "alarmed at midnight with an 
armed enemy in, the flreets. You 
were Grangers to the diftrefling fcene 
of a family in flight, and to the 
thoufand reftlefs cares and tender 
'Sorrows that incefTantly arofe* To 



* Whitehead's New year's ode for 1776. 
+ < Ode at the Inftallation of Lord North for Chancellor of th« Univer* 

fity of Oxford* 
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fee the women and children wander- 
ing in the feverity of winter with the 
broken remains of a well-furnifhed 
houfe, and feeking fhelter in every 
crib and hut, were matters you had 
no conception of. You knew not 
what it was to ftand by and fee your 

foods chopped up for fuel, and your 
eds ript to pieces to make packages 
for plunder. The mifery of others, 
like a tempeftuous night, add to the 
pleafures of your own fecurity. You 
even enjoyed the ftorm, by contem- 
plating the difference of conditions ; 
and that which carried forrow in the 
breafts of thoufands, ferved but to 
heighten in you a fpecies of tranquil 
pride.— Yet thefeare but the fainter 
fufFerings of war, when compared 
with carnage and flaughter, the 
miferies of a military hofpital, or a 
town in flames. * 



From //^Boston Gazette, 

May 8/£, I780. 

* € Whofe bofom beats not in his 
tf country's caufe J 7 

Addison. 

The progrefs of America is fo 
ftrongl'y marked with a divine inter- 
pofition, and the great events of the 
war wear fuch ftriking fignatures of 
Providence, that infidelity itfelf can 
fcarcely fupport its tottering unbe- 
lief. And mall Chriftian patriots 
paufe in the race of glory, with 
Heaven on their fide? What mean- 
eth the languor of the day ? Hath 
the love of eafe arid avarice (the 
growth of little fouls) ftifled the pa- 
triotic ardor, and mean felf-love ex- 
tinguished the godlike principle of 
love to our country ? As American 
virtue declines, the hope 

(like Satan's) revives,' and hence 
the war continues ; on our wioked- 
nefs he builds all his hopes of fuccefsj 
he knows that Whigs, without ener- 
gy, are as Aire a prey as Tories, and 
fajjively fupport his power. It has 



been the do&rine of the *- p 

and all his creatures, from the be- 
ginning, " We will weary them out, 
their patriot ifm will not be \ajiing™ 
What an infult to oiir magnanimity-! 
to fuppofe we will not perfevere as 
long in a good caufe as they will in 
a bad one. We ought to feel and 
manifeit, by the ardor of our exer- 
tions, the molt pointed ind^gnatiohv 
againft every (entiment that , im- 
peaches our virtue, or touches the 
facred caufe of our country. But 
good words and wiihes will not expel 
the ; the energy of action. 

alone will fet us free and reltorfe 
peace to our nation. -This is a day 
of facrifice and fufFering, and w$ 
muft offer our fervice and our intereft 
chearfully and liberally. It is not 
fufficient to fay, we have done as 
much or more than our neighbours; 
we muft continue or exertions until 
our country is faved. If our coun- 
try does not reward our labours, 
Heaven will ; and the confeious mind 
will anticipate the pleafure of future 
fcenes, and find a reward in its owft 
bofom. This cpnfideration is alone 
fufficient to kindle ardor in noble 
fouls; but joined with this, tyran- 
ny, with all its train of horrors 
awaits us and our country, until the 
is totally extirpated. Long 
have we in vain hoped that a fpint 
of wifdom and patriotifm might arife 
in the Britifh councils, and difpofe 
the to peace ; his oblKnacy 

continues, his thirft for blood and 
murder itill rages, and he will not 
ceafe to injure until he has loft the 
power. Then let us now arife, like 
Sampfon, from a tranfient flumber, 
and with united hearts and hands 
purfue the Philiftines, until the 1&& 
foe falls or flies before . us. We 
fhould animate our fpirits by review- 
ing the great caufe tot which we are 
contending, and recollect our former 
refolutions to facrifice fortune, and, 



# The irregular manner in which the ^American papers come to Eng- 
land, prevented the above paper appearing in its proper place. 

contending 



Digitized by 



Googk 



.( I$2 ) 



jf called, life itfelf, in its defence. 
The obduracy of the affords 

increafing proofs of the worth of li- 
berty ; his perfevering labours to 
fubjugate us are the moll ponderous 
arguments "for our exertions. If the 
dead, who have been {lain by the 
accurfed , were to rife and 

fpeak to us from the other world, 
they could not add weight to the 
teftimony we have already received^ 

Divines fometimes tell us, if they 
could give a view of t?he damned, 

man would ceafe to be wicked 

Tyranny is the hell, and the tyrant 
the devil of this world. If men faw 
the monfter in all his forms, they 
would want no arguments to fpur 
them to exertions. This truth is 
confefled by all, and yet all want a 
fpur. 

Why is not the 'expelled? 

The anfwer is, the .people are able, 
but are not willing to be at the ex- 
pence, that is,, they are wiJhing 
others to do more, and themfelves 
Jefs. This felfiih fpirit has already 
coft America millions of money, and 
thoufands of lives ; and unlefs we 
rekindle the true fpirit of.patriotifm, 
.and love pur country more than the 
gaudy and i<^le difiinftion which mo- 
ney gives, we may juftly be alarmed 
with the apprehenfion that our neg- 
lect of duty may be punifhed by the 
Iofs of freedom, whereby the world 
may, have this great leflbn again re- 
peated, That Heaven wifl beftow 
the bleflings of liberty on no people 
who want virtue to preferve it. 

Let not thofe who now live fecure 
from the enemy forget the calamities 
attendant on others, nor be deaf to 
the cries of innocent blood. How 
many thoufands have been murdered 
- by the ? How many aged pa- 

. rents, with their beloved children, 
are now lifting up their languid eyes 
under his power, while virtuous ma- 
trons and innocent virgins, in melt- 
ing accents, aflt our protection. 

A Soldier. 



State of Majfachufetts Bay t 
In the Houfe of ReprefentativeSf 
May 5, 1780. 
Whereas many and great incorw 
veniences have arifen in cenfequence 
of permits being granted to a num- 
ber of perfons belonging to Nova- 
Scotia, for v the purpofe of bringing 
from thence into this State, arid 
availing themfelves of faid permits 
contrary to the original defign there- 
of > therefore, , 

Refolved, That from and after 
the icth day of June next, alt fuch 
permits mall be null and void- 
Sent up for concurrence, 

John Hancock, Speaker. 
In Council, May 5, 1780. Read 
and concurred. 

John Avery, Dep. Sec* 
True Copy. 
AttefL John Avery, Dep. SeC- 

State of Maffachufetts Bay. 
In the Houj\ of Reprefentati<vef t 
May 5, 1780. 
Refolved, That the Selectmen of* 
the feveral towns in this State, be, 
and hereby are defired to tranfmit 
to the Agent appointed in the re- 
fpedlive counties to which faid Se- 
lectmen belong, the monthly ave- 
rage prices of beef, Indian corn, 
Jheep's wool, and foal leather, fince 
the firft day of January, on, or be- 
fore the twentieth day of Auguft 
next, including the lafl mentiohe.d 
month ; and alfo, to tranfmit the 
monthly average prices of the afore- 
faid articles, , from and after faid 
month of Auguft, on, or before the 
3d Tuefday of February, A. IX 
1781, including, the average prices 
of faid February, and fo on, from 
year to year, for eight years, ta 
tranfmit the average prices as afore- 
faid, and at the, times before-men- 
tioned. — In order that faid Agents 
may be enabled to comply with an 
act of the General Court, directing 
them to afcertain the monthly ave- 
rage prices of the before-mentioned 

articles, 
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-Articles, for the purpofe of deter- 
mining the value of the fecurities 
given by this State, to Continental 
officers and foldiers, to make good 
their eftablifhment, pay, and wages. 

Refclved, That a fufftcient num- 
ber of the aforefaid refolution, be 
printed, to enable the Agents afore- 
faid, to fend one copy thereof, to 
the Selectmen of each town in the 
county to which they refpectlvely 
belong. 

Sent up for concurrence* 

John Hancock, Speaker. 

In Council, May 5, 1780. Read 
and concurred. 

John Avery, Dep. Sec. 
£ true copy. 

Atteft. John Avery, Dep. Sec. 
Bofton, May 15. 

At a meeting, of the freeholders 
and other inhabitants of this town, 
the lafl week, to confider the Coofti- 
tution or Frame of Qovernment, 
agreed upon by the Delegate* of the 
people of this State in their late con- 
vention, 

The Hon. Samuel Adams, Ef<j. 
Moderator. 

The following inlrruclions to the 
Delegates of this town were agreed 
fp, viz. 

Bofton, May 12, 1780. 
Gentlemen, 

The town of Bofton having con- 
vened in a legal meeting to confider 
the Conftitution or Form of Govern- 
ment agreed on by the Convention, 
and by them propofed to the people 
for their approbation, rejection, or 
amendment, having had the fame 
repeatedly read, proceeded to a dif- 
.cuffion of the feveral articles therein 
contained; and having recommend- 
ed amendments in the 16th article of 
the Declaration of Rights, in the 7th 
article of the gd chapter, in the 4th 
feclion of the 2d chapter, ;*nd in the 
7th article of the 6th chapter, una- 
nimoufly voted to accept faid Confti- 
tution or Form of Government with 
the amendments, the third article in 



the Declaration of Rights excepted, 
provided by the moll flrenuous en- 
deavours of their Delegates the faid 
amendments can be procured, other- 
wife to accept the faid articles as they 
were agreed to by the Convention. 
But the 3d article in the Declaration 
of Rights was referred to future con- 
sideration ; the meeting then con fill- 
ing of eight hundred and eighty- 
feven votes. 

The town # then proceeded to con- 
fider the 3d article ; which having 
been largely debated, was amended 
and voted, 420 for, and 51 againfl 
it. It was then moved and feconded, 
that if you could not obtain this ar- 
ticle as amended, you fhovald be im- 
powered to vote for the 3d article as 
it originally flood, rather than the 
amendment mould be the means of 
poftponing the eftablifhment of the 
Conftitution fit the next meeting of 
the Convention; as fome form was 
neceflary to Hve liability and force 
to government. The-queftion being 
put, the numbers were 277 for, and 
140 againftit. Your utmoft exertions 
are neverthelefs earneftly enjoined to 
obtain the amendments. 

A principle of refpecl to a body of 
men of fuch diftinguifhed rank and 
ability .as the Convention, would 
moft afturedly have led the town to 
affign the reafons for any alterations 
they might make in a fyftem they 
had formed and recommended. But 
as the Convention have requeiled the 
doing it, it is now to be formed on % 
higher principle. 

In general it may be obferved, 
that the amendments propofed, were 
made upon the idea that they would 
more effectually fubferve the caufe 
of civil and religious liberty, that 
great object of our endeavours, and 
the point to which all our efforts 
ought to tend. 

The amendment of the 16th ar- 
ticle of the Declaration of Rights, 
was made upon the llrongeft perfua- 
fion, that liberty of fpeech, as it re- 
flected 
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ipecled public men in their public 
conduct, was an eflential and darling 
right of every member of a free State, 
upon which, in a very eminent de- 
gree, the prefervation of their other 
rights depends ; that nothing fpoken 
with defign to give information of 
the ftate of the public fhould be ever 
fubjecl to the fmalleft reftraint ; and 
that any attempt to impofe fuch re- 
ilraint, ought to excite an alarm in 
the people, as it inferred a confciouf- 
nefs of demerit on the part of thofe 
attempting it. That fuch reftraint 
was more degrading and more ftrong- 
ly marked the flave, than even the 
prh r ation of the liberty of the prefs ; 
and that the latter, fo abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, and therefore fo juftly dear 
to every free State, could not be 
maintained in its full force and vi- 
gour without the former. Kut while 
we hold up the liberty of the prefs, 
as eflentially neceflary to general 
freedom, as it refpetts public men 
and meafures, we reject with abhor- 
rence the idea of its abufe to the in- 
jury of private characters. 

The next amendment gives power 
to the Governor, in the recefs of the 
General Court, to march or tranf- 
port the inhabitants of this State, for 
the relief of a neighbouring State in- 
vaded, or threatened with immediate 
invafion. This was judged incum- 
bent on the general principles of hu- 
manity, and abfolutely neceflary upon 
the principles of policy. A threat- 
ened invafion may be wholly prevent- 
ed by the early appearance of a re- 
fpettable military force, and an inva- 
sion actually begun, may be eafily 
repelled, in many inftances, by an 
immediate oppofition. In the former 
cafe, the lives and properties of our 
friends and neighbours may be en- 
tirely faved and fecured ; and in the 
latter cafe, fewer Jives may be loll ;n 
aJl probability, and lefs property de- 
ftroyed. Befidcs, delay may give op- 
portunity to an enemy (lb difpofed) 
to takfc poll, and eftablifh himfelf in 



fuch a manner, as would require a 
very great force to remove him, 
while an early fmall force might be 
adequate to his immediate expuHion. 
Further, the with-hokling immediate 
aid, may open a pottage into our 
State, and fo bring the war to our 
own doors. It was alfo fuggelted, 
that the Articles of Confederation 
bound us to grant immediate relief, 
which can only be obtained by veil- 
ing the Governor with fuch power, 
and was therefore voted. 

The next amendment refpects the 
time of fervice of the CommiiTary- 
general, which is propofed to be li- 
mited to five years. This was done, 
becaufe it was apprehended that a 
change, or rotation of officers, was 
neceflary, in general to the preferva- 
tion of freedom. Perfons long in 
office, are apt to lofe that fenfe of de- 
pendence upon the people which is 
eflential to keep them within their 
line of duty to the public. And 
efpecially, may the good of the com- 
munity be promoted by the retire- 
ment of fuch perfons from office, at 
certain fixed periods, who have been 
largely in trufted with public money 
or ftores. 

The next article refpects that im- 
portant writ of habeas corpus. Many 
reafons might be given for the alte- 
rations made. It was judged beft to 
confine the fufpenfion of this great Se- 
curity of perfonal liberty, or freedom 
from imprifonment, to times of war, 
invafion and rebellion, the terms 
" urgent and prejjing cccafions" be- 
ing too indefinite, and giving fcope 
to the moil powerful engine of defpo- 
tifm and flavery. It was not con- 
ceived that any caufe could poffibly 
exift in time of peace, that could 
juftify imprifonment without allega- 
tion or charge ; and the granting a 
power in a feafon of tranquility, 
liable to fuch grofs abufe, and which 
might be attended withconfequences 
deftruttive of the deareft privileges, 
and beft intcrefts of the fubject, was 
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deemed incompatible with every prin- 
ciple of liberty. Nay, it was appre- 
hended, that it might operate as an 
incentiye to defpotifm ; and to hold 
up a temptation to tyranny while hu- 
man nature is confHtuted as we fmd 
it, was judged to be wholly inexpe- 
dient. Confining the fufpenfion even 
in time of war, invafion and rebel- 
lion, to fix months, was fuppofed a 
proper limitation, as every purpofeof 
an boneft government might be fully 
anfwered in that period. A longer 
period might lead to a total forget- 
fulncfs of the unhappy fubjeft of fuf- 
picion, and he might drag on a 
wretched being in the dark abode of 
a dungeon, or within the gloomy 
waJIs of a prifon, without a fingle ray 
of hope to enlighten his cell, or a 
fingle friend to cheer his defponding 
fpirit 1 Thus may his dreadful con- 
finement continue, when the reafons 
that, operated to his commitment have 
been long done away ! Can a power 
pregnant with fuch mighty evils be 
too ftrongly guarded ? Or can we be 
too folicitqus to confine it within the 
narroweft limits that will comport 
with the public fafety. 

The only article now to be attend- 
ed to is thte third in the Declaration 
of Rights, which afTerts that piety, 
religion and morality, are erfential 
to the happinefs, peace and good or- 
der of a people, and that thefe prin- 
ciples are difFufed by the public wor- 
fhip of God, and by public inftruc- 
tions, Sec. and in conference makes 
provifion for their fupport. The al- 
terations propofed here, which you 
will lay before the Convention, were 
defigned to fecure the rights of con- 
fidence, and to give the fuJleft fcope 
to religious liberty. In fupport of 
the proposition it was urged, that if 
public worfhip and public teaching, 
did certainly (as was allowed) diffufo 
a general fenfe of Deity and moral* 
obligation, and fo fecured the fafety 
of our perfons and properties, we; 
ought diearfully to pay thofe from 

Vol. X. '■■■'■' 



fwhofe agency we derive fuch advan- < 
tages. But we are attempting ta 
upport (it is faid) the kingdom of 
Chrift ! It may as well be faid we are 
fupporthig the kingdom of God, by 
instituting either civil government, 
which is declared to be an ordinance 
of the DekyV and fo refufe to pay 
the magiih-ate. What would be the 
confequence. of fuch* refufal ? The 
greatert diforder, if not a diflblution 
of fociety. '-Sufpend all provifion for 
the inculcation of morality, religion 
and piety, andconfufion and every 
evil work may be\juftly dreaded; for 
it is found that with, all the reftraints 
of religion induced by the preaching 
of minifters,* and with all the re- 
ftraints 1 of government inforced by 
civil law, the world is far from being 
as quiet an abode as might be wiihed; 
Remove the former by ceafmg to fup- 
port morality, religion and piety, 
and it would be foon felt that human 
laws were ''feeble barriers oppofed to 
the uninformed" lofts and paffions of 
mankind. 'But though we are not 
fupporting the kingdom of Chrift, 
may we not be permitted to ailift civil 
fociety by an adoption, and by the 
teaching of the beft fet of morals that 
were ever offered to the world. 'To 
object to thefe merats, Or even to the 
piety and religion we aim to 'incul- 
cate, becaufe they are drawn from 
the gofpel, mult appear very lingular 
to an afTembly generally profeffing 
themfelves ChriftiansV ' Were this 
really our intention^ no objection 
ought to be made to it, provided, as 
is in faft the cafe", that equal liberty 
is granted to every religious feci: and 
denomination whatever, and it is 
only required that every mart fhould 
pay to the fupport of public woiftiip 
in hit own way. But fhould any b-e 
{ex Confcientious, that they-; cja'nnot 
pay to the fupport of any o£< tne Va- 
rious denominations among us, they 
may then allot their 'money to the 
fupport of the poor. ' 

It remains only to fix the time 
B b whe;: 
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when this Form of Government mall 
take place; but having had large 
experience of your ability and zeal 
in the courfe of the -very lengthy f*f. 
fion of Convention, the laft winter, 
we very chearfully leave the determi- 
nation of this point to that prudence, 
judgment and integrity, which have 
fo ftrongly marked ypur conduft in 
this department, and to the united 
wifdom of the whole body, 
- — - ■ ^ ■ ' ■ 

The following are the names of 
the inhabitants of Charles-town who 
ligned the Addrefs in page 83* 

John Wragg, William Glinn, 
John Stopton, John Rofe, William 
Greenwood, Jacob Vulk, James 
Cook, Chrifbpher Fitz Simons, 
John Davis, Ben;. Baker, fen. John 
Piiher, Charles Atkins, Gideon Du- 
pont, jun. Jer. Savage, Andrew Reid, 
Zeph. Kingfby, Alex. Oliphant, 
Paul Hamilton, Robert Wilfon, Leo- 
nard Alkew, And. M'Kenzie, Rob, 
Lithgow, Wm. Wayne, Ja. G. Wil- 
liams, James Rofs,John Moncnef, 
John Wells, junior, Allard Bellin, 
John Wogner, John Ward Taylor, 
Jock Holmes, James Megown, Wm. 
Davie, James Duming, John Sprifd, 
William, Nervcob, John Daniel, 
John Collum, John Smith, Lewis 
Dutarque, James M'Klown, Wm. 
Burt, John Watfon, Anthony Mon- 
tell, James Lynch, George Grant, 
Abraham Pearce, John Miot, Fred. 
Auguftine, John Webb, Robert Wil- 
liams, Alex. Macbeth, John Robert- 
fon, John Liber, Hugh Rofe, Pa- 
trick Bower, Thomas Tod, Brian 
Fofkie, Thomas Euftace, Emanuel 
Marfhall, And... Mitchell, Farq. 
M'Collum, George Adamfon, Wil- 
liam Valentine, Chrifto. Williman, 
D. Pendergrafs, Daniel Bell, Edw. 
Cure, Thomas Timms, Thomas 
Buckle, fen. Hopkins Prife, George 
Denhohn, Roger Brown, James 
Striftland, Wm. M ( Kimmy, Mir 
chael Hubert, David Bruce, John 
Gray, Tho. Dawfon, Tho. Win* 



ftantly, Cha. Ramadge, William 
Bower, Alex. Walker, John Lyon, 
Robert Philip, Robert Johnfon, Da- 
vid Taylor,iJohn Latuff, John Gillf- 
noez, John Barfon, Ja. Donavan, 
jun. Nicholas Boden, Ja. M'Kenzie, 
Henry Walfli, Ifaac Clarke, John 
Durft, William Cameron, JohnRuf- 
fel, John Bell, John Hayes, James 
M'Kie, James Guillaudeau, Charles 
Bouchomeau, John Bury, Daniel 
Boyne, Peter Lambert, Hen. Book- 
lefs, Wm, Edwards, Tho, Buckk, 
jun. Henry Ephram, John Hartley, 
James Carmichael, Samuel Adams, 
Chr. Shutts, Alex, Smith, Jphn 
M'Call, John Abercrombie, Jofeph 
Jones, Henry Branton, John Calla^ 
gan, John Ralph, Samuel Bower, 
George Young, Jof. Milligan, An- 
thony Geaubeau, Wm. Srn^th, Jas, 
Robertfon, Michael Quin, John 
Gornley, Walter Rofewell, Richard 
Dennis, John W. Gibbs, Benjamin 
Sinker, John Bartels, William Milk- 
ier, John Burges, Thomas Hutchin- * 
fon, Thomas Elfe, Alexander Har- 
vey, John Pafford, Tho. Phepoe, 
Samuel Knight, Archibald Carfon, 
Tho. Elliot, Thomas Clarry, Tho. 
Hooper, Char. Sutter, Robert Lind- 
(ey, Tho. Richardfon, James Rach, 
Peter Dumont, Tho. Saunders, Ed, 
Leg ge, Henry Hardroff, Aaron Lo- 
cook, Arch. Brown, William Ruf- 
fel, Thomas Coram, James Hartley, 
Andrew Thompfbn, Wm. Layton, 
Nich. Smith, Andrew Stewart, John 
Hartley, Tho. Steward, Hugh Truir, 
Lewis Coffere,,HughKirkham, Wm. 
Farrow, Wm. Arifam, Tha.Deigh- 
ton, Robert Paterfon, John Parkin- 
fon, John Love, Alexander Ingles, 
William Mills, James Duncan, Ja. 
Blackburn, John Johnfton, Samuel 
Perry, Geo. R. Williams, Mathias 
Hunkin, Edm. Petrie, William Nif- 
bett, George Cook, Peter Procue, 
Gilbert Chaliner, Arch. Downs, 
Alex; Johnftone, James Fagan, Ja. 
Bryant, James Courtongue, Jofeph 
Wyatt, John Cuple, James M'Li- 
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flacks, William Jennings, Patrick 
M-Kam, Robt. Beard, Stephen 
Townihend, Ja. Snead, Cha. Burn- 
ham, Rob. M'Intofh, Char. H. 
Simmonds, G. Thomfon, IfaacLef- 
fence, Ifaac Manych* 

Cbarhs-to<wn, June 5, 1780. 

» 11 in i 

Ne<w*Tork> July 1. General Ro- 
feertfon has great pleafure in commu- 
nicating to the inhabitants of New- 
York* a paragraph of a letter he had 
the honour to receive from the Right 
Hon* Lord George Germain, one of 
his Majefty's principal Secretaries of 
State* dated Whitehall, 3d May, 
1780* 

" The loyal and fpirited behavi- 
our of the inhabitants oFNew-York, 
in fo chearfully afid unanimoufly 
taking up arms and embodying for 
the defence of the town, when it was 
laid open to an attack on all fides, 
and deprived by the ftrength of the 
froft of the natural defences therivers 
at other times afforded, which Ma* 
jor-general Pattifon has folly ftated 
to me, does them great honour, and 
has given .the King particular fotis- 
fa&ion, and it is his royal pleafure, 
that you would take the firft oppor- 
tunity of acqnainting them that their 
conduct is highly approved by his 
Majefry." A 

Ntw-Yorky June 27, 1780. 
y« the Citizens vf New-York. 
" Gentlemen, 

*' I take lingular fatisfa&ion in 
prefenting you with a copy of a letter 
I have been honoured with from the 
Commander inChief, in order that 
the (enfe which his Excellency is 
pleafed to entertain of your merits 
may be publicly known. 

" As his Excellency Major-general 
Robinfon has communicated to you, 
the paragraph of a letter from the 
.Right Hon. Lord George Germain* 
containing his Majelty's royal appro- 
bation of your loyal and fpirited be- 
haviour, it is unneceflary for me to 
recite the contents of one of the fame 



date, which I have had the honour 
to receive from his Lordfhip. 

" It may be further prefumed 
that the report, I have thought my* 
felf bound to make of the readinefs, 
with which you have fince aflifted on 
different occafions, in carrying on 
the public fervice, will be no left ac- 
ceptable than my former one. 
1 have the honour to be, 
with great regard, Gentlemen, 
your moft obedient, and 
much obliged humble fervant, 
James Pattison." 
Bead- Quarters, June 20, 1780. 

" Si*, 

** Permit me to offer you my 
thanks for your great attention to 
the good discipline of the garrifon, 
and to the fafety and welfare of the 
city of New-York, during my ab- 
fence on an expedition. 

" The zeal teftified by the inha- 
bitants to oppofe the enemy, evinces 
the confidence and efteem you had 
merited from them, as well as a 
courage and loyalty highly to be re- 
fpecled. 

" I requeft, Sir, that you will 
make known to them, 'that I am fen- 
fible of their merit, and of the addi- 
tional claim they have acquired to 
protection and fupport from his Ma- 
jefty's arms. 

I have the honour tojje, Sir, 
your moft obedient, and 
moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) H. Clinton." 

Major.general Pattifon, 
Commandant of the City of 
New- York. 



§tate of Majfachufetts Bay* 
By the Honourable the major fart of 

the Council of the State of Majfa* 

cbufetts-Bay* in New England, 
A Proclamation. 

" Whereas we have received au- 
thentic intelligence of the arrival of 
the French fleet at Newport, in the 
State of Rhode-Ifland j and it be- 
ing of the laft importance that Ge- 

Bb % neral 
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fteral Wafhington fhould be prepared 
immediately to co-operate with the 
forces of our illuflrious ally : 
Therefore the Brigadiers and Super- 
intendants of the feveral counties in 
this State, and all militia officers, 
Selectmen, and Committees, are re- 
fpe&ively called upon in the moft 
prefling manner, as they regard the 
honour and fafety of their country, 
and as they would avoid the penalty 
of, the law, to caufe the battalion 
and militia-men that they have been 
ordered to inliit or draft, and which 
have not marched, to march with 
the jUtmoft difpatch to the places of 
rendezvous refpectively afligned to 
them; and the Cornmittee'appmnt- 
ed to fuperintend the purchafmg 
provifion and forage for the army, 
aH Commiflaries and others employ- 
ed in the bufinefs of purchafmg Sup- 
plies, are alfo required to forward, 
with all poflible expedition, faid 
fupplies, to fuch, places as General 
Wafhington or the Conrmiffary- 
general may from time to time 
direft. . 

" And all merchants, hufband- 
men, and others, who are pofteffcd 
•of any* articles neceflary for the 
army., are earneftly requeued,* as they 
regard their own and 'country's in- 
terelt, chearfully, to difpofe of ■ the 
fame to the perfons appointed by 
Governmint to purchafe them : and 
all the towns and plantations, Col* 
lectors and Constables, are alike 
called upon punctually to pay and 
render into the Treafury of this 
State, their refpe&ive taxes, that the 
prefent opportunity may be -improved 
to fret the United States from the 
terrors of war. 

Given at the Council-chamber in 
•Bofton, the twelfth day of July, in 
the year of our iord one thou- 
fand feven hundred and eighty, 
and in the fifth year of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of 
America* 



Signed by the major part of the 
Council. 
True Copy. 

Atteft. John Avery, Dep. Sec* 
God fave the United, States «f 
America ! 

Baltimore, June 20. We heat 
from North-Carolina and Virginia, 
that the militia of thofe States were 
no\* turning out with great alacrity 
with a view of co-operating with the 
continental* troop's in* checking the 
progrefs of the enemy under the 
command of Earl Cornwallis, who, 
having too" far fucceeded in South- 
, Carolina, were making rapid ilrides 
towards thofe counties of North- 
Carolina, which are unhappily dif- 
affefted to the United States. Ten 
thoufand Virginians, it is faid, are 
under marching orders to join the 
increafing continental army in North- 
Carolina. 

On Wednefday laft his Excellency 
General Gates was appointed, by 
Congrefs, to the command of the 
fonthem . army. - An exprefs, with 
the difpatches of that honourable 
body, for the General, now at his 
feat atBerkely; Virginia, left Phila- 
delphia on Friday laft. -> 

Philadelphia^ June 27. 
ExtraS of a Utter from a gentleman 

in Morris-tovjn, dated June 25, 

1780, 2 o'clock, P. M. 

" The Commander in Chief has 
for feveral days palt been extending 
the left wing of our army towards 
the north, fo far as to prevent the 
enemy from out-flanking him witli 
their right. 

" This morning early General 
Knyphaufen with thirteen regi- 
ments, confifting of about 5000 re- 
gular troops, exclufive of new le-, 
.vies, advanced upon our right* 
which was commanded by Major- 
general Green. The progrefs of 
the enemy was How, at leaft fix 
hours moving from the point to 
Springfield, 
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Springfield, but did little mifchief 
on their march. When: they arriv- 
ed, were checked by the fpirited 
conduct of a few continentals and 
ibme militia, who gave them fo warm 
a reception, they thought proper to 
halt and burn every houjfe, except 
two or three, in the town of Spring- 
£eld. 

" Six o'clock, P. M* the enemy 
retired to Elizabeth-town, eleven 
o'clock, their main body are at the 
point below the town," 

Laft Thurfday the fliip Friend- 
Ihip, Captain Coldftream, a cartel 
from Charles-town, arrived at Chef- 
ter, witb General Lincoln and his 
fuite, wno came to town laft night. 
In the fame veflel were Commodore 
Whippfe of Rhoderlfland, and all 
the fubaltern marine officers ; alfo 
James Seagrove and Stacey Hep- 
burne of this city, merchants, Mr. 
Fofter, of Bofton, and Mr. Burrows 
and Mr. Macall, of Charles-town. 

The Board of Admiralty reported 
the device of a feal for the Admi- 
ralty of the United States : the 
arms, thirteen bars mutually fup- 
porting each other, alternately red 
and white in a blue afield, and fur- 
mounting an anchor proper. The 
creil a fhip under -fail. The motto 

SUSTENTANS ET SUSTENTATUS: 

The legend, U. S. A. Sigil Naval. 

The fame was ordered by Con- 
grefs to be engraved, and ufed as the 
ieal of the Board of Admiralty of 
the United States of America. 

Fijhkill, June 29. Laft week 
about ninety fail of great and final! 
veflels appeared in the North River, 
nearly oppofite Colonel Phillips's $ 
from hence it was concluded that 
Sir Harry intended to attack Weft- 
Point; in confequence of which the 
militia in this county was called out, 
who appeared at their refpe&ive 
places of rendezvous with great 
alertnefs. We have fmce heard that 
xnoft of the veflels have - fallen down 
the liver. *Tis thought this ma- 
noeuvre was made in order to facili- 



tate their burning plan in New'-* 
Jerfey. Though they burnt th* 
fmall town of Springfield, they paid 
dearly for it, having loft in killed 
and wounded, by the beft accounts 
we can colled, from 500 to 700. 
FiJhkilU July 6\—Extra8 of a let- 
ter from the ^Continental Village, 
July 2. 

** The enemyliein the following 
order : — Their center are encamp- 
ed on VafcentineVhill, their left 
on PhillipsVhill, their right near 
Stephen's-ward^ Eaft Chefter; the 
Britiih grenadiers on the right, and 
the Heffian on the left ; the light 
infantry advanced half a mile in- 
front : their fick and wounded re- 
moved out of the hofpkals into the 
couutry. Yefter^ay about 200 of 
thfc enemy's hone and fbme infan- 
try, under Colonel Hatfield, came 
into Middle-patten and its vicinity, 
and collected upwards of 100 head 
of horned cattle, fome horfes, and 
upwards of 200 fheep. Captain 
Sacket, commanding about 40 of 
the levies of this State, waylaid 
them in the neighbourhood of Ben- 
jamin Clapp's, retook all their cattle 
and fheep,: and wounded a number 
of them ; they then endeavoured to 
retire between him and the Sound, 
where Colonel Bebee with fome 
Connecticut levies was pofted, who 
alfo fired on them, took fome pri- 
foners, an$i wounded a number. 
The enemy left fix killed behind 
them. Colonel Bebee loft one man. 
The infamous Mr. Frink is fhot 
through, the hip." 

Trenton, June 28 . — Extra8 of a 
Utter from camp near Springfield,, 
dated June 24, 1780. 
(For the Britijb account of the opera* 
tiins in Jerftj, fee page 141. J 
€t This morning fome of .our 
horfemen have been down to Eli- 
zabeth-town^ and find that the ene- 
my went over to Staten Ifland laft 
night, and took up the bridge, and 
bid us farewell. Deferters and pri- 
foners agree, that their next expedi* 
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tiort will be tattied on up the North 
River." 

Sunday evening laft the Philadel- 
phia troop of light-dragoons arrived 
here from that city, under the com* 
mand of Captain Burden ; and early 
next morning they iftfcrched for head- 
quarters* They were exceedingly 
well mounted, and made a very mar- 
tial appearance. >* 

The ladies of this town and neigh- 
bourhood, animated by the ardour 
which prevails more and more among 
all ranks of people, to diftinguiih 
themfelves in the prefent conjuncture 
of public affairs, have inftituted a 
fubfcription to be applied as a dona- 
tion to the fddiery, for the purpofe 
of rendering their fijuation more eafy 
and comfortable. A large fum has 
already been given, and we flatter 
ourfelves that fimilar fubfcriptions 
will circulate throughout the State. 

ExttaQ from General Orders. 

Springfield, June 21, 1780. 

" The Commander in Chief can- 
not leave this port, without exprefling 
his higheft fenfe he entertains of the 
conduct and bravery of the officers 
and men of Maxwell's brigade, in 
annoying the enemy in their incur- 
iions of the 7th inftant. Colonel 
Dayton merits particular thanks. 
He alfo with pleafure embraces this 
opportunity of teftifying, that the 
behaviour of the militia has been 
fuch as to do them fignal honour, 
and entitles them to the warmeft ap- 
probation* There never, fince the 
commencement of the conteft, ap- 
peared a more general ardour than 
animated all ranks upon the occafion, 
and the fpirited oppofitkm given was 
attended with anfwerable effects." 

Providence, July i a. We areliap- 
py to announce the arrival of the 
fleet and army which his Moft: Chrif- 
tian Majefty has moft generoufly fent 
to theafliftance of thefe States. This 
fleet, commanded by the Chevalier 
de Ternay, and confifting of feven 
fail of the line, with a large number 



of frigates, ttanfports, kc. having 
on board 6000 land forces, entered 
the harbour of Newport yefterday. 

With pleafure we obferve the no-* 
ble fpirk which invigorated thefe 
States in feventy-fix again take pof< 
feflion of every breaft. The Iofs of 
Charles-town, like that ofTiconde- 
roga, inftead of being a misfortune, 
will* it is prefumed from prefent ap- 
pearances, turn out a real advantage* 
Our illuftrious Chief will ihortly have 
an army fufficient to extirpate the 
Britons from this continent ; and, 
with theafliftance our generous ally 
hath fent us, it will, nodoobt, foon 
be accomplished. 

'The Hon. Major-general Heath, 
with his fuit, fet out for Newport 
yefterday. 

Boflon, July 13. We are well in- 
' formed, that a great patriotic fpiris 
prevails in the county of York ; and 
that the new levies, ordered to be 
raifed there, were expefted to be all 
raifed Iaft week. 
Extra£i of a letter from an Officer at 

Camp, idated Ramape (Nrw JtrfeyJ 

June 28, 1780. 

" In my laft.I mentioned we were 
at a Iofs to form an idea of the ene- 
my's defign ; however, the Com- 
mander in Chief had fome reafon to 
believe they had an intention up the 
North River ; and on the 20th inft. 
he moved off with the Pennfylvania 
and Connecticut lines towards the 
North River, leaving the Jerfey line 
and Gen. Stark's brigade with the 
fcattering militia, at Short Hills, un* 
der the command of Gen. Greene, 
to watch the motions of the enemy, 
who remained quiet at their poft at 
Elizabeth-town point, till the morn- 
ing of the 23d inftant, when they 
moved out in force, feven thoufand 
ftrong, and advanced very rapidly 
towards Springfield, meeting with 
very little opposition till they arrited 
at the bridgei»eIow the town, whkh 
Col. Angelas regiment was ordered 
to defend. At eleven o'clock they 
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marched up and endeavoured to gain 
the bridge, which we maintained For 
fifteen minutes, with one hundred 
and feventy men of our regiment 
{the remainder being on detachr 
ments, &c.) againft one thoufand frye 
hundred Britifh, *nd finding it im- 
pofiible longer to maintain the pafs 
wkh fuch unequal numbers, we were 
ob&red to retire with the lofs of one 
ferjfant and five privates killed ; one 
captain, three fubalterns, three fer^ 
jeants, and twenty-five rank and 
file wounded, and thtee rank and 
file miffing ; total forty^one ; which 
is nearly one quarter part of our 
number. Gen, Greene having lefs 
than a thoufand men, including the 
embodied militia, and as his Excel- 
lency was not witfcin fupporting dif- 
tance, he was obliged to take pott at 
Short Hills, in r the rear of Spring- 
field, and could not detach a greater 
force to defend the bridge. >The 
enemy immediately on gaining the 
pafs marched into town, and, in 
their ufual way, fet fire to every 
houfe (except four) ; and after re- 
ducing tjie little village to afhes, 
amounting to near fifty dwelling- 
houfes, &c«jthey were unwilling to 
attempt the pafs at Short-Hills, hav- 
ing met with fo warm a reception at 
the bridge. From our advantageous 
fituation, and the numbers we fuf- 
fered -during the action, we may pre- 
fume the lofs of the enemy far ex-, 
ceeded ours, we having the moft fa- 
vourable opportunity that' couhd be 
wifhed to heave out fire in front and 
Jlank of their column, during the 
time they were gaining the pafs. 

The waggons in their r*ar took off 
their killed and wounded ; the- inha- 
bitants fay eight loads were carried 
off the field, befides a number of 
dead buried in the woods, twelve of 
which we have found. 

" After the enemy began to retire 
from the town, the Scattered militia 
purfued with great fpirit, but their 
rear guand l?eing very (trong, they 



were not fo much annoyed in theii" 
retreat as I could wifh- They retired 
in great hafte to the Point, and in 
the night they quitted their poft and 
went to Staten Ifland and York 
Ifland. Qen. Greene and his divi- 
sion was immediately ordered to 
march and join his Excellency on the 
way to the North River. The army 
is now halted at this place, Ramapo, 
twenty miles from the river. Our 
next riiovement will probably depend 
upon thaf of the enemy. 'Tis not 
unpleafing to me that we have ac- 
quired new laurels, fuch as I have 
the vanity to believe the braveft troops 
would be proud tp fhare ; and what 
a4ds more to our fatisfaclion is, that 
we have had the particular thanks of 
our illuftripus Chief. Inclofedl fend 
yo$ a copy of the general orders on 
this occafion, 

P. S. 7^ e officers wounded are 
Capt. S. Olney, in hie arm, not 
dangerous, Enfign Green, Rogers 
and Greenman, all flightly." 
General Orders. 

Head-quarters, Ramapo, June 
28, 1780. 

The Commander in Chief requefls 
General Greene and the officers and 
men under his command, to accept 
his warmest thanks for their good 
conduct and gallantry difplayed in 
oppoflng the enemy in their advances - 
to Springfield the 23d inft. 

Col. Angell's regiment from its 
fituation, had an opportunity of more: 
particularly diftinguifhing itfelf, and 
js entitled to particular notice. 

The General has obferved, with 
the high eft fatisfaclion, that the be- 
haviour of the troops upon every late 
occafion has exhibited fignal proofs 
how much may be expe&ed from 
their valour, improved as it now \s 
by difcipline, and affords the hap- 
piefl prefage of fuccefs in our future 
operations. See page 141. 
Sfate of Maffachufetts-Bay, Council \ 
Chamber, July 6, 1 780. 

'* Whereas it has been reprefented 

to! 
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to this Board, that the agents ap- 
pointed by the General Court to 
procure the horfes, for which a re- 
quisition hajh been by General 
Wafhington, after procuring thefaid 
horfes, have been in dcubt what far- 
ther meafures are to be taken by 
them : 

"Refolved, That the agents ap- 
pointed as aforefaid, be ana they are 
hereby refpectively directed, as foon 
as may be, to convey the faid horfes 
to Springfield, in the county of 
Hampfhire, either by permitting the 
officers and foldiers of the feveral 
towns to make ufe of them in tranf- 
porting their baggage, or in fujc& 
other manner as to the faid agents 
Jhall appear moft convenient and ex- * 
peditious, and deliver the fame 
horfes to the order of Samuel Of- 
good, Elijah Hunt, and Oliver 
Phelps, Efq. 

A true copy. 
Atteft. John Averv, Dep. Sec." 
State of Majfachufetts Bay, Council 
Chamber j July 9, 178c 

" Whereas his Excellency General 
Wafhington, by his letter received 
this day, moft preflingly urges the 
march o( the reinforcement of the 
Continental army ordered from this 
State by the rcfolves of June the 5 th 
and 23d lait ; and as in the faid re- 
folves, the feveral towns and planta- 
tions in the counties of Suffolk* Ef- 
fex, Middlefex, Plymouth, and Brif- 
to!, were directed to make return 
5nto tlie Secretary's office of their fe- 
veral quotas, on or before the 25 th 
of faid June laft ; and the counties 
of Barnflable, Worceiler, Hamp- 
lhire, and York, on or' before the 
£ril day of July current ; and Berk- 
shire on the fixth day of faid July; 
and as the faid terms are expired, 
and few returns have yet been made, 
to the great detriment of the fervice ; 
therefore, to the intent that General 
Wafhington may be fully acquainted 
with the doings of this State in the 
pr^nifes, and the numbers matching 
to hi> aid, 



" Ordered, That the feveral town* 
and plantations in this State be, and 
they are hereby directed, as they 
would cfcape the fevers cenfure a§ 
the General Court, to make imme- 
diate returns of the numbers inlifted 
or detached, and alfo what numbers 
have actually marched to the placeof 
rendezvous, appointe4 in faid re- 
folves,. as a reinforcement of die 
Coutinental army for fix months. 

A true copy. 
Atteft. John Avbuy, Dep. Sec." 
State of Majfachufetts Bay, in Con- 
vention, June 16, I780. 

" Whereas, upon due examina- 
tion of the returns made by the fede- 
ral towns and plantations within this 
State, it appears that $iore than two 
thirds of the iihabitants thereof, 
who have voted on the fame, have 
expreffed their approbation of the 
form of Government agreed upon 
by this Convention, an4 laid before 
them for their confideratio»j in con- 
formity to a.refblve of the faid Con- 
vention of thefecond day of March 
lait: this Convention do hereupon 
declare the faid form to be the Con- 
futation of Government eftablifhed 
by and for the inhabitants of the. 
State of Maflachufetts Bay. 

if And as the faid inhabitants have 
authorifed and empowered this Con- 
vention to agree upon a time $vhen 
the fame fhall take place : in order 
that the gopd people of this State 
may have the benefit thereof as foon 
as conveniently may be, 

*' It is refolved, That the faid . 
conflitution or frame of-government 
fhall take place on the Laft Wednes- 
day in October next, and not before, 
for a,ny purpofe, fave only for that 
of making elections agreeable to this 
rcfolution. 

" And the firft General Court, 
under the fame fhall be holden on 
the faid laft; Wednefday in October, 
at the Statc-houfe in Bolton, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon — A*d in er- 
d^r thereto, there fhall be a meeting 
of the inhabitant* of $axh, town and 
plantation, 
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jilaTrtaiSoH In the feveral counties 
•within this State, legally warned 
*nd held, on the firft Monday in 
September »ext, for the purpofe of 
^Jetting a Governor, Lieutenant-go- 
yernor, and perfous for Counfdlors 
aad Senators — And there mall alfo 
be a meeting of the inhabitants of 
tfce feveral towns with this State, 
daily warned and held, fometime in 
;Q&ober ncKt, and ten days at the 
leait befooe thelait Wednefday in the 
- iarae month, for the purpofe of chuf- 
aag reprefentatives to ierve in the 
ifaid General Court. And the fe- 
ieclmen are hereby .-enjoined to call 
jfuch meetings, and to prefkle'at the 
fame. And in all elections, and in 
Jtnaking, receiving, and examining 
returns, and & conducing the whole 
fcmfmefs of organizing and efhfbHfh- 
kig the faid General Court, the 
fame rules .are to be chfervedirtiat are 
^refcribed in the form of govern- 
ment for making fuch elections, and 
for the conftituting the firft General 
iCourt ; iaving only the difference ctf 
times, 

" And it is further refolved, That 
Samnel Barret, £fq. (Secretary to 
-the ' Convention) do, on or before 
the fifteenth day qf J uiy next, caufe 
printed copiesof thisrefolution to be 
lent to tjie feleclmen of the feveral 
plantations aforefaid ; who are re- 
ipefthrely to perform the duties re- 
quired by this refolution and to 
jnakefeaionable and regular (returns 
<*f the perfons elected to the feveral 
offices herein mentioned, into the 
Secretary's office of this State, agree- 
able to the rules contained in the 
form of government above referred 
itflU 

" In the name, -and purfyant to 
refolution of tbe Convention,. 

** Jam.es Bowdojn^ President." 
Atteft. Savu**- B^RR-Eruv, Sec, 

[N. B. The fefeamen and aflef- 
fors, in the feveral itowjo and planta- 
xions to whom the above copies fhall 
jot dire&ed, arc defircd to deliver 



one *to each of their Delegates in die, 
jlate Convention.] 

Boflon, J-une $'. Wednefd'y beihg 
.the anniverfary for the election of 
Counsellors, xhe General Aflemlbly 
met at the State-hctufe, and after the 
oath of allegiance to the State was 
adminiftered to the gentlemejp, re- 
turned &om the feveral towns, to 
ferve as .members of the Hon. Houfe 
pf Representatives, they unanimqufly 
made choice of the ijoji. John Haa- 
cock, Efq. for their Speaker, and 
Samuel Freejnan, Efq,. for their 
Clerk. The two Houfes, efcorted 
by the Independent Company of this 
$swn, then proceeded to the OI£ 
Brick Meeting-houfe, where an exp- 
edient- fermon was preached by the 
RcjV. Mr. Howard^ from Exodus 
xviii. ver. 21. 

The folhnjping h a lift of 'the Hop our? 
■6&U .Hcufe of RepreJenLfLtiwti* 

In the county of Suffolk* 
Hofton, ffon. John Hancock, jElq. 
Caleb Davis, £%. Thomas I)awes, 
Efq. * John Lowell, Efq. Mr. 
Thomas WaHey, Sammel AuiUn, 
Efq. * Jokn Rowe, Efq. §,oxb.ury, 

* Mr. David Weld. Dorcheller* 
jEbenezer Wales, Efq. Miiron, 
■* Samuel Hen (haw, ,Efq. lirain- 
trce, Richard Cranch, Efq. Wey- 
mouth, * Mr. Jofiah Wa^rna-a*. 
Hingham, * Captain Charles piifh- * 
ing. .ConafTet, * Xueut. Stephen 
Studder. Dedham, * tyLr. *Abder s 
Ellis. Medfield, Mr. Daniel Perry. 
Wrentham, Mr. Lemuel K«llock. 
Brookline, Colonel Thomas Afpin* 
wall. Needham, * Colonel William 
M*Intofh. Stoughton, * Thomas 
Crane, Efq. Stoughteoham, Mr* 
Nathaniel ^inlbury. lytjedway^ 

* Captain Jonathan Adams, Bel- 
lingham, Stephen Metcal£ j£fq* 
Walpole, Major Seth BttlUrtL 
Chelfea, * Capt. Jonathan .(^teen. 
Franklin, D©clor John Metcalf. 
Foxborousrh, Mr. John Emeu. 

* Ce * ■ ' /* 
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In the county of Effcx. 
Salem, Hon, John Pickering, Efq; 
Captain Samuel Ward. Danvers, 

* Hon. Samuel Holtan, Efq. Colog- 
ne! Ifraci Hutchinfon. Ipfwich, 
Hpn. Michael parley, Efq. Hon. 
Stephen Cheefe, Efq. Newbury, 
Mafs Little, Efq. Col. Jacob Ger. 
rim. Newbury-port, Hon. John 
Greeleaf, Efq ? Jonathan Titcomb, 
Efq. Marblehead, * Hon. Azor 
Orne, Efq. * Jonathan Glover, Efq. 

* Joihua Orne, Efq. * William R. 
Lee, Efq. Lynn, * Mr. Samuel 
JBurrill. Andover, Samuel Ofgcod, 
Efq. Samuel Phillips, .jun. Efq; 
Beverley, f Col. Larkin Thorndike. 
Rowley, * Nathaniel Meghill, Efq. 
Saliibury, Major Jofeph p age, Ha, 
vcrhil!, Jonathan Webrrer, Efq. 
Gloucefter> * Peter Coffin, Efq. 
Tcpsfield, Mr. Zacheus Gould. 
Almfbury, * Jonr-han Bagley, Efq. 
Bradford, * Mr. Pettr Ruflel; Box, 
ford, * Major A fa Parly." 

In the county of Middlefex. 
Cambridge, Samuel Thatcher, 
Efq. Cfcarlesrtown, Nath. Gur- 
ham, Efq, Watertown, Jonathan 
Bro^e, Efq. Woburn, Colonel 
Lpanim Baldwin, Cpncord, Major 
Jofeph Hofmer. Newton, Mr> 
.Thomas Parker. Readjng, * Capt. 
Jai:;es Bancroft. . Marlborough, 
JVIr.. Simon Stow; BiUerica, * JVIa- 
}or Edward Farmer. Framingham, 
Mr.. ^ William Brown. Lexington, 
Mr. Robert Harrington. Chelms- 
ford, Mr. Aaron Chamberlin. 
Sherburne, ? Daniel Whitney, Efq. 
Si?dbtjry, Captain Jonathan Ricei 
Maldeu,' '?' Ezra Sergeant, Efq. 
Werton/, * Mr. Jofeph Roberts; 
Mcdford, Thomas Brooks, Efq. 
Hopkint;on, * Capt. CJilbert Dench f 
WefHbrd, * Qaptain Jofeph Read. 
\VaJtham, * Jona? £)L\, Efq. Gro; 
ton,. Hen,- -James prefeqt, Efq. 
Pepperil, * Colonel "Henry Woods. 
.'JownHveud, * Lieut. James Lock.. 
Wimjngtcn, * Captain John Ham- 
4fc'R< Pracut, ** Captain- Joseph 



Bradley Narnum. Acton and difi 
trict of Carlifle, ' * Captain Simon 
Hunt. Dunftable, * Hon. John 
Tyng, Efq. Lincoln, * Hon, 
Eleazer Brooks, Efq. Eafl Sud- 
bury, * Capt. Richard Heard. 
In the county of Hampfiure. 
. Springfield, poI. Jonathan Hate, 

* Mr. Thomas V>ilIifton. ^ Weil-* 
Springfield, Major Benjamin Ely, 

* Abraham B urban"*, Efq. Nor- 
thampton, Capt. Elijah Hunt, * Mr. 
Ephraim Wright. Hadley, * Mr.* 
Charles Phelps. Amherft, Mr.' 
Ebenezer Mattoon, jun. Granby, 
Captain Phineaj, Smith. Hasfiel'd* 
John Haftings/ Efcj. Williams- 
burgh, * Mr. Joieph Johnfon. 
Witfield, * Mr. Samuel Fowle." 
Greanfield, *'Mr. David Smead. 
Sunderland, * Captain Ifrael Hub- 
bard. Brimjield, * Mr. DanieJ 
Burt. Monfon, Mr. Abel Good- 
hall. Blanford, * Mr. W r ra. Boies 
Granville, Mr. Olive Phelps, * Mr, 
Jofiah Harvey. Belchertown, * Mr. 
Jofeph Smith, ' Southwick, Mr 
Anthonv Fowler. Cummington, 

* Capt/ William W r ard. 

In the county of Plymouth. 

Plymouth, Hon. James Warren, 
Pfq, Scituate, * Rev. Charles 
Turner, * Mr. Daniel Damon* 
Puxburv, Hon. John Partridge, 
pfq. Marmfield, Mr. Samuel Oak- 
man. Bridgewa^er, * Capt. Na- 
than Mitchell, 'Major Jofiah Hay- 
den. MiddleAbdrough, * Dr. Sa- 
muel Clark. Rochefter, Col." Ebe- 
nezer White. PJympton, * Lieut. 
Francis Shurtloff. Pembroke, John. 
Turner,' Efq. Kingfton, * William 
Drew, Efq. Abington, Mr. Sam. 
Poole. Hanover, * |vlr. Day. Jacob. 
In the count)} of Bamjl'abte, 

Barnflable, Edward Ifrcon, Efq. 
Sandwich, Nathaniel Freeman, Efq. 
Yarmouth, * Capt. Edmund Howes. 
Weilfieet, * John Grecnoijgh, Efq. 
Chatham,/ Mr. Rich. Seers. Har- 
wich 7 Solomon , Freeman, Efq. Jo-t 
feph Nye, Efq. 

-ft 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( 195 ) 



tn the cotin}y ofBnftoL 
' Taunton, * Capt. I, Leonard; 
Rehcboth, Mr. Ephraim Starkwea- 
ther, * Caprain Stephen Bullock. 
Swanzey, * Hon. Jorathmeel Bowers, 
Efq. Dartmouth, Edward Pope, 
Efq. * Capt. Jo"b Almy. Norton, 
.* Hon. George .Leonard, Efqi 
Mansfield, * Gaj>t. Samuel White. 
Attleborough, Major Elifha May, 
'* Col. John Dagger, Freetown, 
* Mr. John Hathaway. Rainham, 
Capt.T. Wafhbourn. EafHn, Capt; 
James Parry. Berkley, * Samuel 
Toby, Efq. 

In the county of York, 

York, Col. Edward Grow. Cit- 
tery, John Froft, Efq. Wells, 
Capt. Jofhua Bragdon. Berwich, 
fc Hon. B; Chadburne, Efq. 

In the county of Worctfter. 

Worceftcr, Samuel Curtis, Efq. 
Lancafter, * Capt; William Putnam. 
Mendoci * Major Ebenezcr Thomp- 
fon. Srookneld, * Dwight Fofter, 
Efq. Oxford, Edward Davis, Efq. 
Charlton, * Jacob Davis, Efq. Sut- 
ton, Amos Singletary, Efq. Lei- 
cefter, Major Seth Wafhborne. 
Spencer, * Mr. Oliver Watfon. 
Kutland, J. FefTander, Efq. Oak- 
ham, * Capt. Ifaac Stone. Weil- 
borough, Dr. Ja. Hawes. Shrewf- 
bury, Mr. Ephraim Bruman. Fitch- 
borough, * Capt. Thomas Cow- 
din. Uxbridge, Nathan Tyer, Efq. 
Dudley, Edward Davis, Efq. Bol- 
ton, * Mr. Ephraim Fairbank. 
Siurbridge, * Mr. Jofhiia Harding. 
Leominfter, Ifrael Nichols, Efq. 
Holden, * John Child, Efq, North- 
bridge, MjVJonathan Sacan. 
In the county, of Cu?nberland. 

Falmouth, * Hon. Jerem. Prendle, 
Efq. Scarborough, * Mr. Samuel 
Small. 

In The county of Berkjbirt. 

Sheffield, * Mr. Theodore Sedg:- 
wick, * Dr. Samuel Barnard. 
Great-Barrington, * Major William 
King. Stockbridgej * John Bacon, 
Efq. Jahleck Woodbridge, Efq. 



Pittsfield, * Capt. James Eaftort, 
T)Tingham, * Lieut, jo^ph Wilfort. 
Laniftorough, * James Barker, Efq. 
# Capt. Afa Barnes. 

N. B. The. Members with this [*] 
ihark did not belong to the Houfe 
the laft yea-r. 



The following gentlemen are 
Dfen Counfellors for 
fuing, viz. 



chofen Counfellors for the year en- 



Of the inhabitants of, or proprietors 
of lands, formerly called the co- 
lony of MafTachufetts Bay. 
Honourable James Bowdoin, Efq, 
Prefident ; Thomas Cufhing, Efq* 
James Fifher, Efq. Samuel Holten, 
Efq. Mofes Gill, Efq. * Benjamin 
Auftin, Efq. Timothy Danielfon, 
Efq. * Jofiah Stone,' Efq. Abraham 
Fuller, Efq. Samuel Niles, Efq. 
Samuel Baker, Efq* John Pitts, 
Efq. * Eleaxar Brooks, Efq. Aaron 
Wood, Efq. * Stephen Choate, Efq. 
* Caleb Strong, Efq. * William 
Whiting, Efq. * Jofeph Dore, Efq. 
Of the inhabitants of, or proprietors 
of lands, formerly called the terri- 
tory of New Plymouth : 
Honourable Walter Spooner, Efq. 
Daniel Davis Efq. Nathan Cufhing, 
Efq. Thomas Durpee, Efq. 
Of the inhabitant} of, or proprietors 
of lands, formerly Called the pro- 
vince of Maine : 

Honourable Jeremiah Powell, Efq. 
Jofeph Simpfon, Efq. Edward Cutt, 
Efq. 

Of the inhabitants of, or proprietors 
of lands within the territory for* 
merly called River Sagadahock 
and Nova-Scotia : 
Honourable Henry Gardiner Efq. 
At large : 
Hon* Robert Treat Payne, Efq. 
Benjamin White, Efq. 

Thofe gentlemen with this [*] 
mark, were not of the Board the 
laft year. 

Philadelphia* Jnni 6 . 
Bay of Mobile i May S, 1780. 
Sir/ • ' *■ 

I have happily concluded tne ex- 
C c 2 peditiou 
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the fore of Mobile, which was pof- 
fefled by the Englilh ; and I have 
prevailed on Mr. William Pickles, 
Capteia of the American* floop cal- 
led the Weft-Florida, to go to your 
States on die mutual fervkeof my 
own and your nation, atfd 6nr com-* 
mon caufe.. The good conduct and 
behaviour which this gentleman has 
manifefted to me f and the inhabitants 
Of this province of Louifiana, while he 
commanded the fliip Morris (which 
w»s caft away in the hurricane of the 
f8th of Augufl, lafl year) his expe- 
rienced valou* and fervices at the 
capture of Weft-Florida, with his 
fcfeooner, which facilitated that un- 
dertaking, his talents ami tjualiiica- 
tions ; the manner in which he con- 
formed to» every dire&ioa that I gave 
him, entitles him to my waimeft ac- 
knowledgments, and induces me to 
recommend him to your Excellency's 
protection-,- Ire being a worthy officer,- 
on whom I wifli you to beftow your 
favour, 

I have the honour to be, your 
mbft humble and obedient fervant, 

Bernardo de Galvez. 
TohisExieUenty the Pteftdent 

of Congrefs* 
Jubliflied by order of Cbngrefs, 

Charles Thompson, Sec, 

\Here follow the Articles ef Capi- 
tulation, for 'which fee page ioo.] 

Statt of Majkebufetts-Bay. 
In the Jfouje of Reprejentatives, 
June 14, 1780, 
Whereas the pre&nt crifis is preg- 
aant with the moft important events 
to the country, and a vigorous and 
immediate attention to the requifi- 
tion of the Committee of Congrefs, 
arid General Walhington, for filling 
np the Continental army,, and for- 
warding fopplies, will probably pro- 
duce, the moft happy effects ; and as 
the neceffary meafures for that end 
.will be greatly embp.rraffed, unlefs 



State be retained in it ; and for this 
end an immediate embargo is un> 
avoidable : Therefore, , 

Refolvedy That from and after' 
the 15th day of June inffent, n» 
fliip or veflel other than coafting and 
fiihing veffels, be permitted to fatf 
from any port or harbour in thff 
cownty of Suffolk, nor after die fix-* 
teenth day of the fame June, from 
any port or harbour is the county of" 
Eflex, Plymouth, or Bafnflable, nop 
after the eighteenth day of tiie fame 
Jane, from any port or harfour in 
this State r until the further order of* 
the General Court or Council* in the 
recefs thereof. And the feverai 
naval officers and Commanders ef 
forts- in this State, are directed to* 
take notice heredf and- govern them- 
fclves accordingly* 

And it is further refolved, That if* 
any fliip or veffel (hall fail tut of any 
port or harbour 4i this State, contra- 
ry to this refolve, one fourth part 
thereof, together with the cargo on" 
board the fame, fhatt be forfeited 
to the ufe of any perfon, who (hall 
profeeute in the maritime Court for 
the fame* 

And whereas it may fo happen 1 
that fbaie veftbls may be in peculiar 
circtwnftances, and it may be necef- 
fary thar permits be given for their 
failing ftotwit&ftancbng this em- 
bargo i 

Therefore be k further 

Refolved, Tfta< the Honourable 
Councils are hereby empowered to 
grant permits for any veffel to fail,; 
and order the naval* officer for the 
port from whence fuch veffel is 10 
fail, to clear her out, where tfiey 
flrall judge the circumstances of the 
cafe abfolutely require k* And Ht 
is further 

Refolved, That the Secretary of 
this State is hereby directed to fur- 
nifli the feveral naval officers in this 
State, in the moft expeditious man-* 

•wir 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( '97 ) 



Iter* ptoffitrfe, wltji a copy of the fore- 
going refolutioni. 

Sent up for concurrence, 

John Hancock, Speaker. 
In Council, June 15, 1780V Read 
2nd concurred* 

John Avery, Dep. Sec. 
Confented to by the major part of 
the Council, 
A true copy. 
AttefL John Av*RY,Dep. Sec. 

New*T$rk t Jmly 25. The follow- 
Jng are accounts received here of the 
proceedings of the Congrefs at Phi- 
ladelphia, on May 22, 

In Congrefs 9 May 22. Ordered, 
That the letter of the 13th of May 
from General Wafhington, and the 
letter of the r6th from the Marquis 
de la Fayette, with the refolution 
parted in conference thereof, be 
publifhed. 

Head-quarter*, Morrh-tvwn, May 13, 
1780. 

The .Marquds de la Fayette will 
have the honour to deliver yon this. 

I am perfuaded Congrefs will 
participate in the joy I feel, at the 
feturn of a gentleman who has dif- 
tinguiihed himfelf in the fervice of 
this country fo fignally ; who has 
given fo many and fo decifive proofs 
of his attachment to its interefls, 
and who ought to be dear to it by 
every motive- The warm friend- 
ship I have* for him confpires with 
confideratiqris of public utility to 
aiFord me a double fatisfa&ion in 
Kis return. 

During the time he has been in 
France, he has uniformly manifefted 
the fame seal in our affairs, which 
animated his condoft while he was 
among us, and has been, upon all 
©ccaiions, an eflential friend to 
America. 

He merits, and I doubt not Con- 
grefs will give him every mark of 
consideration and regard in their 
fower. 



I have tfeer honour fo oe^ With 
perfedt refpedl, your Excellency's 
mofl obedient and humble ler- 
vast, 

GeoJSGI WASHtBTGtOK. 

His Excellency the Frefidens of 
Cotgrefu 

PhtUuklphia $ May l6\ 17&O. 
Si R, 

After fo many favours, w&ch, on 
every occafioTr, and particularly at 
my obtaining a leave of ahfence, 
Congrefs were pleafed moil graci- 
oufly to beftow on me, 1 dare pre- 
fume myfelf intitled to impart to- 
them the private feelings whkh I 
now fo happily experience. 

In an early epoch in our noble 
conteft, I gloried in the name of an 
American foldier, and heartily en- 
joyed the honour I have of ferving 
the United States, my fatisfa&ion is 
at this long wiflied for moment en- 
tirely compleat; when putting an 
end to my furlough, I have T>eeii 
able again to join my colours, under 
which I hope for opportunities of 
indulging the ardent zeal, the ,un- 
bounded gratitude, the warm, aid, I 
might fay,, the patriotic love, by 
which I am for ever bound t» 
America. 

In begging, Sir, you will pre- 
fent Congrefs with a new ailurance; 
of my profound. refbecl, and ray 
grateful affectionate fintiments*- 

I have the honour to he,"wittijt$e 
higheft regard, your Excellences 
mofl obedient humble fervant, 

/ La Fayetts* 

In Congrefs ', May 16. Refolved* 
That Congrefs confider the return 
of the Marquis de la Fayette to 
America, to refume his command in 
the army, as a frefli proof of the. di£ 
interelled zeal and perfevering at- 
tachment which have juftly recom- 
mended him to the public confidence 
and applaufe ; and that they receive 
with pleafure a tender of the farther 

femes? 
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fcrvices of To gallant and meritorious 

ain officer. 

£ ubliihed by order cf Congfrfs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec; 



An Address of the Co n ve n- 
t ion , for framing a hew Con- 
stitution tf Government, 
for the State of Massachu- 
* *etts-Bay, to their Confti- 
t Merits. 

Friends ?.nd Countrymen, 
Having had your 'appointment 
&hd TriftrucYioh, we have undertaken 
the arduous tafk of preparing a; civil 
Conftitutioh lor the people cf the 
MarTachufetts-Bay ; and we now 
fubmit it to your candid confidera- 
tioru It is your intereji to revife it 
With' the greatefl care arid drcum- 
fpeftiort^ and it is your undoubted 
fight> either to propofe fdcli' altera- 
tions and amendments as ^ou'ihall 
judge proper^ or to give it yout* 
own fan&iOn irt its present form, or 
totally to reject it. * : *• 

Jn framing a ConflitUtlon," to be 
adapted as far as pofnble to" the cir- 
Cumftances of pofterity 'yet unborn, 
you will conceive it to be exceed- 
ingly difficult, if not .irripracticabie*, 
to ftfeceed in every part of it, to the 
fuirfatisfadtion of all. 'Could the 
whole body of the people have con- 
vened for the fame porpofe, there 
might have been equal reafon to 
Conclude, that a perfect, unanimity 
of fentiments would have been an 
o*bjec\not to be obtained. In a bu- 
finefs fo univerfally interesting, we 
have endeavoured to acY as became 
the reprefentatives of a wife, undcr- 
ftanding, and free people; and, as 
we have, reafon to believe you 
would yout [elves have done, we have 
opened oar fentiments to each other 
with' candour, and made fuch mutual 
conceffions as we could confidently, 
and without marring the' only plan, 
which, in our rnoft mature judgment, 
we can at prefent offer. to'you. 
v T^hc intereft of the fociety is com- 
ihoii'to all its members. The great 



enquiry is, wherein this ." comrriori 
intereft confclts. In determining 
this queflion, an advantage may 
arife from a variety of fentiments 
o'ftered to public examination con- 
senting it; Bat wife men fire, not 
apt to be obflinately terfacious of 
their rfwri opinions : tltey will always 
pay a^ due regard to thofe of other 
men, and keep their minds open to 
conviction; We conceive, that m 
the prefeht rhftarice; by accommo- 
dating ourfelves to each other, and 
individually yielding particular and 
even favourite opinions of. fmallef 
momertt, td elTential principles, and 
conilderations of general utility, the 
ptibjic opinion of the plan now be. 
fore you'may be confolidated. But 
without fuch mutual condefc'enfion 
iri'tfnrmportant mattery' we may al- 
moft venture to predict, that .'we fh all 
not foon, if ever, be blefted with 
fuch a Conftitution as thofe are en^ 
titled to, who have Jtruggled 'hard 
for freedom and independence. You 
will permit us orl this occafion juit 
,to hint to you our own apprehenfton, 
that there may be amongft cs, ibme 
perfons 'difaffefted to that great 
catlfe' ; fof which we are contending', 
wljo may be' fecretly initfucled by 
oiir corhmon enemy" to- divide and 
djltratt us, in hopes of preventing 
our union in any form of Govern- 
ment whatever, and, by this means, 
of depriving us of t lie l&bft". honour- 
able tefHmony, as well as* the 1 greater! 
Tecurity of our freedom 'arid inde- - 
"pendence.— If there 'be" fuch men, 
it is our wifdom. to .mark trjeiri, 
a*hd guard ourfelves a£ainil their 
designs. . < " 

We friav rfot efxpecl to agree in a 
perfect fyftcm cf Government ; this 
is not the lot of mankind. The 
gTeat end of Government is to pro- 
mote the fuprcme good . of human 
fociety ; every focial affection fhould 
therefore be interefted in the forming 
of a Government, and in judging of 
one when it is formed. Wrruld k 
not be prudent for individual* to 

call 
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pafl out of the fcalc (mailer confide- neration>. You arc t]ie judges how 

rations, and fall in with an evident far we have Succeeded ; and whether 

majority, imlefs in matters in which we have railed our fuperftructure, 

their con fciences ihall conftrain them agreeably to our profe/led defign, 

to determine othcrwife ? Such a fa- upon the principles cf a free Com- 

crifice, made for the fake of union, monweaitb. 

would afford a flroug evidence of In order to afihl ypur judgments, 

public affection ; and union, ftrength- we have thought it necejfary briefly 

enedoy the focial feeling, would pro- to explain to you the grounds and 

ynife a greater liability to any Con- reafor.s upon which we have formed 

Jlitution, and, in its operation, a our plan. In the third article of 

greater degree of happinefs to the the Declaration of Rights, we have, 

Society. It is here to be remember- with as much preanon as we were 

ed, that on the expiration of fifteen capable of giving it, provided for 

years a new Convention may be the free exercife of the rights cf <cn- 

held, in crdcr that fuch amendments fc fence, we are very fcnfible that our 

may be made in the plan you may conftkucnts hold thefe rights infi- 

now agree to, as experience, that beft nitely more valuable than all others $ 

.inftru&or, fhajl then pcint out to be and we flatter ourfelves, that while 



expedient or neceffary. 

A-Government without pewer to 
exert itfelf, is, at bell, but an ufelefs 
piece of machinery. It is probable, 
that for 'the want of energy, it 



we have considered morality and the 
public worfhipof God, as important 
to the happinefs of focicty, we have 
fujFicicntiy guarded the rights of 
conscience from every poilible in- 



would fpecdily lofe even the appear- fringement. This article under 

ance of Government, and fink into went long debates, and took time in 

*" rT ' * ^ - ■ proportion to its importance; and 

we feel ourfelves peculiarly happy 
in being able to inform you, that 
though the debates were managed 
by perfons of various denominations, 
it was finally agreed upon with much 
more unanimity than ufually take* 
plaice in difquifitions of this nature* 
We wifn you to confidcr the fubjecfc 
with candour and attention. Surely 
it would be an afrom to the people 
of Maflachufctts-Bay to labour to 
convince them, that the honour and 
happinefs* of a people depend upon 
morality ; and that the public wor- 
Ihipof God has a tendency to in- 
culcate the principles thereof, as 
well as to preferve a people from 
for faking civilization, and falling 
into a flate oflfavage barbarity. 

In the form now prefented to you, 
there are no more departments of 
Government than are absolutely ne- 
ceflary for the free and full exercife 
of the powers thereof. The HoiA 
or R'cprcfcutativcs'io intended as tlwr* 
reprefentative 



anarchy/' "Unlefs a 'due proportion 
of weight is given to each of the 
'powers of Government, there will 
foon be a confufion of the whole. 
An overbearing of any one of its 
parts on the rcil, would deftroy the 
oallance and accelerate its diilblu- 
tion and ruin - } and a power without 
any reftraint is tyranny. ' The pow- 
ers of Government mufl then be 
tallanced: to do thjs accurately re- 
quires the bightit fkill in political 
architecture. Thofe who 'are to be 
inverted with the Admin ifira; ion, 
{hould have fuch powers given tp 
them as 'are requifite to render them 
ufeful in their refpective places ; artd 
fuch chtcki'§\o\A& be added to every 
branch of power as may be fufficient 
to prevent its Decerning formidably 
and injurious to the 'Commonwealth. 
If we have bec^ fp fortunate ' as to 
fucceed in this point of 'the greatcfl 
importance, our happinefs will be 
compleai in the prefpeft of having 
]aid a good foundation fcr many gc- 
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reprefentajiye of the perfons and the 
"Senate, of the property of the Com- 
monwealth. Thefe are to be annu- 
ally choien, and to fit in feparate 
bodies each having a negative upon 
the acts of the other. This power 
of a negative in each mull ever be 
neoeffary: for all bodies of men, 
aiTembled upon the fame eccafion, 
2nd united by one common intereft 
of rank, honour, or effete, are liable, 
like an individual, to miftake, bias 
and prejudice, Thefe two Houfcs 
are veiled wkh the powers of legifla- 
tion, and are to be chofen by the 
imale inhabitants, who are twenty, 
one years of age, and have a free- 
hold of the fmall annual income of 
three pounds, or fixty pounds in any 
eftate. Your Delegates sonfidered 
that perfons, who are twenty-one 
years of age, and have no property, 
are either thofe who live upon a part 
of a paternal eilate, expe&ing the 
fee thereof, who are but jull enter- 
ing into bttfmefs, or thofe whofe idle- 
rtefs of life and profligacy of man- 
ners will for ever bar them from ac- 
quiring and pofleflmg property. 
And we will fubmit it to the former 
clafs, whether they would not think 
it fafer for them to have their right 
of yoting for a reprefentative fuf- 
pehded for fmall fpace of time, than 
for ever hereafter to have their pri- 
vileges liable to the controulof men, 
who will pay lefs regard to the rights 
of property, becaufe they l^ave no- 
thing to lofe. . 

The power of revifiag, and ftating 
objections to any bill or refoive that 
fliall be paiTed by the two houfes, 
we are of opinion ought to be lodg- 
ed in the hands of forae one perfon ; 
irot only to preferve the Jaws from 
being unfyftematical and inaccurate, 
J>ut that a due ballance may be pre- 
ferved in the three capital powers of 
Government, the Iegiflative, the ju- 
dicial, and executive power* natural- 
ly exift in every Government : and 
the hjftory of the rife a#d fall of 



the empires of the world affords a; 
ample proof, that when the fame 
man or body of men enacl, interpret, 
and execute the laws,, property be- 
comes too precarious to be valuable, 
and a people are finally borne down 
with the force of corruption, refult- 
ing from the union of thofe powers. 
The Governor is emphatically the 
reprefentative* of the whole people, 
being chofen not by one town or 
county, but by the people at large,. 
We have therefore thought it fafeft 
to reft this power in his hands ; and 
as the fafety of the Commonwealth 
requires, that there mould be one 
Commander in Chief over the mi- 
litia, we have given the Governor 
that command for the fame reafon, 
that we thought him the only proper 
perfon that could be trufted with the 
power of reviling the bills and re r 
folves of the General Aflembly ; but 
the people may, if they pleafe, choofe 
their own officers. 

You will obferve that we have re- 
folved, that reprefentation ought to, 
be founded on the principle of equa^- 
lity ; but it cannot be under flood 
thereby that each town in the com r 
mon wealth fhall have weight and 
importance in a juft proportion to its 
numbers and property. 4 n exa & re r 
prefentatioa would be impracticable, 
even in a fyftem of government ari£ 
ing from the ftate of nature, and 
much more fo in a ftate already di- 
vided into nearly three hundred cor T 
porations. But we have agreed that 
each town, having one hundred and 
fifty rateable poles, fhall be entitled 
to fend one member, and to prevenj: 
an advantage arifing to the greater 
towns by their numbers, have agreed 
that no town fhall fend two, unleft 
it hath three hundred and feventy : 
five rateable poles ? and then the fhll 
larger towns are to fend one member 
for every two hundred and twenty- 
five rateable polev oyer and above 
three hundred and feventy-five. This 
method «f calculation will give a 

' more 
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more exaclrepr£fe'ntaticta, when ap- 
plied to all the towns in the State, 
than any that we could fix upon. 
• We have, however, digrefled from 
this rule in admitting the fmall towns 
now incorporated to fend members. 
There are but few of them which 
will not, from their continual in- 
creafe, be able to fend one upon the 
above plan in a veryJittk time. And 
the few who will never probably have 
that n umber have heretofore haS the 
exercile of this privilege, -and will 
now be very unwilling to relinquish 
it. 

To prevent the Governor from 
abufmg the power which is neceflary 
to be put into his : hands, we have 
provided that he fhall have a Council 
to advife him at all times and upon 
all important occafions, and he with 
the advice of his Council is to have 
the appointment of civil officers. 
This was very readily agreed to by 
your delegates, and will undoubtedly 
be agreeable to their conftuuents ; 
for ifthofe officers who are to inter- 
pret and execute the laws, are to be 
dependent Upon the election of the 
people, it muft for ever keep them 
under the controul of ambitious, art- 
ful, and interfiled men, who can ob* 
tain moft votes for them, If they 
were to be appointed by the two 
Jioufes, .or either of them, the per- 
sons appointing them would be too 
numerous to be accountable for put- 
ting weak of wicfeed men, into office. 
Befides, the houfe is defigned as the 
grand inqueft of the commonwealth, 
and are to impeach officers for mal 
cortditcl, the {ibnate are td try the me-* 
rits of fuch impeachments ; it would 
be jJierefore unfit that* they mould 
have the creation toT thofc officers 
which the one may impeach arid the 
other remove ; but we conceive there 
is the^reateft projmety in veiling the 
Governor with this power, he being, 
^s we have before ofeferved* the donv 
pleat reprefentetive of ail the people* 



and 3t all times liable to be impeach^ 
ed by the houfe before the fenate fat 
mal-adminiftration. And we would 
here obferve, that all the powers 
which we have given the "Governor 
are neceflary to be lodged in the 
hands of one man* as the General of 1 
the army and firft magiftrate, and 
none can be entitled to it but be who 
has the annual and united fufFrages 
of the whole Commonwealth* 

You will readily conceive it to be * 
neceflary, for your own fafety, that 
your judges mould hold their offices 
during good behaviour : for men who 
hold their places upon fo precarious 
a tenure as annual or other frequent 
appointments will never fo affiduoufly 
apply themfelves tb ftudy as will be 
neceflary to the filling their places 
with dignity. Judges mould at^fl 
times feel themfelves indepeadeni 
and free. ; , 

Your delegates have further pro* 
yided, that the fupreme judicial de-i 
partment,. by fixed and ample fala- 
ries, may be enabled to devote them* 
felves wholly to the duties of their 
important office. And for this rea- 
fon, .as well as to keep this depart- 
ment feparate from the others in go- 
vernment, have excluded them from 
a feat *in the legiflature; and when 
our. confiituents confider. that thtf 
t final decilion of their lives and pro- 
perties mufl be had in this Court, 
we conceive they will univerfally ap- 
prove the ineafure- The, judges of 
probate, and thofe other officers, 
whofe prefence is always neceflary 
in ^heir refpeftive counues> are alio 
excluded. 

: We have attended to the income 
niencies fuggefted to have artfeti front 
having but one judge of probate in 
each county \ but the erecting and 
•altering courts of juftice being a mere 
^natter of legislation, we have left it 
•With your future legislature to make 
Aich alterations as the circumftances 
of the feveral counties may require. 
D d , Your 
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' Your delegates did not conceive 
themfelves to be vefted with power to 
fet up one denomination of Chris- 
tians above another ; for religion 
muil at alF times be a matter be- 
tween God and individuals ; bat we 
have, neverthelefs, found ourfelves 
obliged folemnly to provide for 
the exchifion of thofe from Officer 
who will not difclaim thofe prin- 
ciples of fpiritiral jirrifdi&iorr which? 
Roman Catholics in fame countries 
have held, and which are fubverfive 
of a free government eftablifhed by 
the people. We find it neceflary tor- 
Continue the former laws and modes 
of proceeding in courts of Juftice, 
in til a future legislature mall alter 
them ? for, unlefs this is done, the 
title to eftates will become precarious, 
law-fuits wijfl be multiplied, and mri- 
rerfaf confufron muil take* place r 
And left the Commonwealth, for 
Want 6f a Hue administration of civil 
juftice, ''mould be involved In ariar- 
chy, we have propofed to- continue 
the prefeht ntagrftrates and officers 
until new appointments mall take 
place. 

* Thus, we have; with plainnefs 
and fmcerity, .given you the reafons 
trpon which We founded the principal 
parts Of the fy^em laid before you 1 , 
whicJi appeared to us as molt necef- 
fary to be e.\'p!airied ; and we do moll 
hambly 'befcech the great Difpofer 
of all events, that we and our poftr- 
rity may bh eilabliihed in and Ioh£ 
enjoy the blen^rigs of a well-ordered 
and free government- / ' 

In the* name, and purfuant io : a 

refolution of the Convention. '''■■> 

James Bowdoin, President. 

Atteft. '■ [ 

Samubi Barrett, Secretary. 

Ji Constitution er Frame sf 
Government, agreedupon by tht 
Delegates cf the People of the 

' State of Massachusetts-Bay*, 
in Covtrention t begun and held at 
Cambridge oh the firfi of September, 



- I779» an * C6nttn&ed by adjottrn* 
mentstothefetondofMarcb\ 1 78c* 

PREAMBI/E. 

The end of the institution, main-* 
tenartce and adminiftration of go- 
vernment, is to fecwre the exiftence 
of the body politic ; to protect it ? 
and to furniih the individuals who 
compofe it, with the power of en- 
joying, in fafety and tranquility, 
their natural rights, and the blef- 
fings of life: and whenever thefe* 
great objects are not obtained, the 
people have a right to alter the go- 
vernment, and to take meafures ne- 
eeflary for their fafety, profperity 
and happrneis. 

The body politic is formed by a 
voluntary affociation of individuals r 
k is a focial compact; by which the 
whole people covenants with each ci- 
tizen, and each, citizen with the 
whole people, that all {hall be go* 
verned by certain laws for the com- 
mon good. It is the duty of th# 
people, therefore, in framing a Con- 
Unction- of Government, to provide: 
for an equitable mode of making 
laws, as well as for an impartial in- 
terpretation, and a faithful execu- 
tion of them; that every man may, 
at all times, find has fecurit) i& 
them. 

We, therefore^ the people ©£ Mat 
fachufetts, acknowledging, with 
grateful heans, the goodnefs of the 
Great Legiflator of the Univerfe, in 
aifording us, in the coude of His 
providence, an ©pportunky, delibe- 
rately and peaceably, without fraud, 
violence or furprize r of entering into 
an original 'explicit, and fclemn 
compad with each other; and of 
forming a new Conftitution of CivC 
Government, for curfelves and pofte* 
rity; and devoutly imploring His 
direction in fo interefting a defign, 
do agree upon, ordain and eftablifh, 
the following Declaration cf Rights 
and Frame cf Gwtrnmtnt, as the 
Conftitution of the Commonwesdth of 
Mafladuifetts, 

Part 
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Paut the First. 
A Declaration of the Rights 

of the Inhabitants of the Common- 

wealth of Moffachufetts* 

Art. L All men are born free 
and equal, and have certain natural, 
eflential, and unalienable rights ; 
among which may be reckoned die 
right of enjoying and defending their 
Jives and liberties ; that of acquir- 
ing, poflefling, and protecting pro- 
perty 5 in fine, that of feeking; and 
obtaining their fafecy and happinefs, 

II. It is the right, as well as the 
duty of all men in fociety, publicly, 
and at itated feafons, to worihip the 
Supreme Bejng, the great creator 
and preferver of the univerfe. And 
no fubject ihall be hurt, mokiled, or 
reftrained, in his perfon, liberty, or 
eftate, for wodhiping God in the 
manner and fea/on moil agreeable to 
the dictates of his own conference j 
or for his religious profeflion or fen- 
riments ; provided he doth not dis- 
turb the public peace, or obftruct 
others in (heir religious worihip. 

III. As the happiness of a people, 
and the good order and prefervation 
of civil government, eiTentially de- 
pend upon piety, religion and mo- 
rality ; and as thefe cannot be gene T 
rally diffufed through a community, 
but by the inftitution of the public 
worihip of God, and of public in- 
structions in piety, religion and mo- 
rality : therefore, to promote their 
happinefs, and to fecure the good 
order and prefervation of th?ir go- 
vernment, the people of this Com- 
monwealth have a right to invert 
their Legiflature with power to au- 
thorize and require, and Legiflature 
ihall, from time to time, authorize 
and require, the ieveral towns, pa- 
rishes, precincts, and other bodies 
politic, or religious focieties, to 
make fuitable provision, at their own 
expence, for the institution of the 
public worihip of God, and for the 
fupport and maintenance of public 
proxeftant teachers of piety, religion, 



and morality, in all cafes where 
fuch provifion ihajl not be made 
voluntarily. 

4nd the people of this Common- 
wealth have alio a right to, and do, 
inveft their Legiflature with autho- 
rity to enjoin upon all the fubjecls 
an attendance upon the inductions 
of the public teachers aforefaid, at 
ftatcd times and feafons, if there be* 
any on whofe inftructions they can 
confeientioufly and conveniently at- 
tend. 

Proyided notwithltanding, that 
the feveral towns, parishes, pre- 
cincts, and other bodies politic,- or 
religious focieties, ihall, at all rimes, 
bare the exclufive right of electing 
their public teachers, and of con- 
tracting with them for their fupport 
and maintenance. 

And all monies paid by the fubject 
to the fupport of public worihip, and 
of the public teachers aforefaid, 
ihall, if he require it, be uniformly 
applied to the fupport of the public 
teacher or teachers of his own religi- 
ous feet or denomination, provided 
there be any on whofe inductions he 
attends ; otherwife it may be paid 
towards the fupport of the teacher or 
teachers of the pariih or precinct in 
which the faid monies are raifed. 

And every denomination of Chris- 
tians, demeaning themfelves peace- 
ably, and as good fubjects of the 
Commonwealth, ftiall be equally un^ 
der the protection of the law : and no 
fubordination of any one feet or de- 
nomination to another ihall ever be 
eftabliflied by law. 

IV. The people of this Common- 
wealth have the fole and exclufive 
right of governing themfelves as a 
free, fovereign, and independent 
State; and do, and for ever here- 
after fhall, exercife and enjoy every 
power, jurifdiction, and right, which 
is not, or may not hereafter, be by 
them exprefsly delegated to the Unit- 
ed States of America, in <Jongrefs af- 
fcmbled. ' , 

JOd a s V. AU 
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V r All power refiding originally- 
in tne people, and being derived 
from them, the feveral magiftrates 
arid officers of government; veiled 
with authority, whether legiflative, 
executive, or judicial, are their fub- 
ftitutes and agents, and, are at all 
times accountable to. them, 

VI. Np man, nor corporation, or 
aflbciation of men, have any other 
title $o obtain advantages, or partir 
cular andexclufiye privileges, diftinct 
from thofe pf the community, than 
what arifes from t.he confideration of 
fervices rendered to the public ; and 
this title being in nature neither he- 
reditary, nor tranfmiffible to children, 
or dependents, or relations by blood* 
the idea of a man born a magiftrate, 
lawgirer or judge, is abfurd and un- 
natural. 

VII. Government is inftituted for 
the common good; for the protec- 
tion, fafety, profperity and happinefs 
of the people ; and not for the profit, 
honour, or private intereft of any one 
man, family, or clafs of men : there- 
fore the people alone have an incon- 
teftible, unalienable, and indefea- 
fible right to inftitute government ; 
and to reform, alter, or totally change 
the fame, when their protection, fafe* 
ty, profperityand happinefs require it. 

VIII t In order to prevent thofe, 
who a*e veiled with authority; from 
becoming oppreflbrs, the people hftve 
a right, at fuch periods and in fuch 
manner as they fhall eftablifh by their 
frame of government, to caufe their 
public officers to return to private 
life; and to fill up vacant places by 
certain and regular elections and ap- 
pointments. 

IX. AH elections ought to be free ; 
end all the inheintants of this. Com- 
monwealth, having fuch qualifica- 
tions as they (hall eftablifh by their 
frame of government, have an equal 
right to -eleft officers, and to be 
elected, Tor public employments. 

X. Each^individual cf the fociet^ 
hss aright to be protected byit in 



the enjoyment of his life, liberty 
and property, according to Handing 
laws. He is obliged, confequently, 
to contribute his mare £0 the expence 
Of this protection ; to give his per- 
forial feryice, or an equivalent, when 
neceflary : but no part of the pro- 
perty of any individual, can, with 
juftice, be taken from him, or ap- 
plied to public ufes, without his own 
confent, or that of the reprefentative 
body of the people : in fine, the peo 7 . 
pie of this Qommonwealth are not 
controulable by any other laws, than 
thofe to which their conftkutionaj 
reprefentative body have given their 
confent. And whenever* the public 
exigencies require, that the property 
of any individual mould be appro 
priated to public ufes, he fhall receive 
a reafonable compensation therefor. 

XI. Every fubject of the Com- 
monwealth ought to find a certain 
remedy, by having recourfe to the 
laws, for all injuries or wrongs which 
he may receive in his perfon, pro- 
perty, or character. He ought tp 
obtain right and juftice freely, and 
without being obliged to purchafe it* 
compleatly, and without any denial ; 
promptly," and without delay ; con 7 
formably to the laws. 

XII. No fubied (hall be held to 
anfwer for any crime or offence, un? 
til the fame is fully and plainly, fub T 
iiantially and formally, defcribed to 
him'; or be compelled to accufe, or 
furnifh evidence againft himfelf. Anc} 
every fubject fhall have a right to 
produce all proofs that may be fa T 
vourable to him ; to meet the wit? 
neffes againft him face to face, and 
to be fully heard in his defence by 
himfelf, or his council, at his elec- 
tion. And no fubject fhall be arrett- 
ed, imprifoned, defpoiled, or de- 
prived of his property, immunities^ 
or privileges, put out of the protec- 
tion of the law, exiled, or deprived 
fcf his life, .liberty, or eftate,< but by 
the judgment of his peers, -or the 
law cf the 'J'and. 

And 
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And the Legiflature fhall not,mak«> 
Any law, thqt fhall fubjecl any per- 
fou to a capital or infamous puuifh- 
ment, excepting for the government 
of the army and navy, without trial 
by jury. 

XIII. In, criminal profecutions, 
d>e v verification of fatts in the vicinity 
where they happen, is one of the 
greateft fecurities of the life, liberty, 
and property of the citizen. 

XIV. Every fubjeft has a right 
to be fecure from all unreafonable 
fearches, and feizures of his perfon, 
his houfes, his papers, and all his 
pofleffions. All warrants, therefore, 
are contrary to this right, if the 
caufe or foundation of them be not 
previoufly fuppprted by oath or af- 
firmation ; andif the order in the war- 
rant to a civil officer, to make fearch 
jn fufpected places, or to arreft one 
or more fufpedted perfons, or to feize 
their property, be not accompanied 
with a fpecial dcfignation of the per- 
sons or objects of fearch, arrefl, or 
feizure ; and no warrant ought to be 
iflued but in cafes, and with the 
formalities prefcribed by the laws. 

XV. In alj controverfies concern- 
ing property, and in all fuits between 
two or more perfons, except in cafes 
in which it has heretofore been other- 
ways ufed and pratttfed, the parties 
have a right to a trial by a jury ; an<J 
this, method of procedure fhall be 
held facred, unlels in caufes ariiing 
on the high feas, and fuch as relate 
to mariners wages, the Legifla* 
cure ihall hereafter find it necefjary 
^o alter it. 

XVI. The liberty of .the prefs is 
eflential to the fecurity of freedom 
in a State ; it ought not, therefore, 
to . be reftrainpd in this Conimonr 
wealth, 

XVII. The .people have a right 
to . keep and to bear arms for the 
pommon defence. And as in time 
of peace armies are dangerous to 
liberty, they ought not to be main T 



tailed without the confent of tjie 
Leeiiflature ; and the military power 
fhall always be held In an exaflt 
fubordination to the civil authority^ 
and be governed by it. 

XVIII. A frequent recurrence to 
the fundamental principles of the, 
Conflitution, and a conftant ad- 
herence to thofe of piety,^ juftice^ 
moderation, temperance, induilry, 
and frugality, are abfolutely necef T 
fary to preferve the advantages of 
liberty, and to maintain a free go T 
vernment: the people ought, con- 
fequently, to have a particular at- 
tention to all thofe principles, in the 
choice of their officers and reprefen- 
tatives : and they have a right to re T 
quire of their law-givers and magi?! 
fixates, an exact and conftant ob- 
fervance of them, in the formation 
and execution of the laws necefTary 
for the good adminiftration of the 
Commonwealth. 

XIX. The people have a right, in" 
an orderly and peaceable manner, to; 
aflemble and to confult upon the com- 
mon good ; give inflections to their 
representatives ; and to requeft of the 
legiflative body, by the way of ad* 
drefles, petitions, or remonftrances, 
redrefs of the wrongs done them, 
and of the grievances they fufFer. 

XX. The power of fufpending the 
laws, or the execution of the laws, 
ought never to be exercifed but by 
the Legiflature, or by authority de- 
rived from it, jo be exercifed in fuel* 
particular cafes only as the Legifla, 
ture fhall exprefsly provide for, 

XXL The freedom of delibera T 
tjon, fpeech and debate, in either 
Houfe of the Legiflature, isfoefTen- 
tial to the rights of the people, that 
it cannot be the foundation of any 
accufation or profecution, action or 
complaint, iq any other court or placet 
wfyatfoever, 

' XXIL The Legiflature ought frer 
quently to aflemble for the redrefs #f 
grievances, for correcting, ftrengthr 

ening 
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ening, and confirming the laws, 
and for making new laws, as the 
common good may require. 

XXIII. No fubfidy, charge, tax, 
impoft, or duties, ought to be efla- 
toiihed, fixed, laid, or levied, under 
any pretext whatsoever, without the 
conieni of the people, or their repre- 
sentatives in the Legislature. 
' XXIV. Laws made to punifh for 
attionsdone before the exigence of 
foch !aws, and which have not been 
declared crimes by preceding laws, 
are unjuff, opprelTive, and incon- 
tinent with the fundamental princi- 
ples of a free government. 

"XXV. No fubjeft oaght, in any 
cafe, or in any time, to n>e declared 
guilty of treafon or felony by the 
legislature, 

XXVI. No magiftrate or court of 
law, Shall demand exceSTwe bail or 
ibreties, impofe exceSfive fines, or in- 
flict cruel or unufual punishments. 

XXVII. In time of peace, no foU 
dier ought to be quartered in any 
houfe without the confent of the 
cwner; and in time of war, fuch 
quarters ought not to be made 
"bat by the civil magistrate, in a man- 
ner ordained by the Legislature. 

XXVIII. No perfort can in any 
cafe be fubjeft to law-martial, or to 
any penalties or pains, by virtue of 
that law, except thofe employed in 
tlie army or navy, and except the 
miHtia in aftuar Service, but by au- 
thority of the Legislature. 

XXIX. It is efTential to the pre- 
fcrvation of the rights of every indiw 
vidua!, his life, liberty, property, 
and chara&er, that there be an im- 
partial interpretation of the laws, 
"and administration ofjuftice. It is 
the right of every citizen to be tried 
fcy jndges as free, impartial and in- 
dependent 'a^ the lot of humanity 
will admit. It is therefore not only 

.'the beft policy, but for the fecurity 
'cf the rights of the people, and of 
every citizen, that the judges of the 
Supreme judicial court Should hold 



their offices as long as they behave 
themfelves well ; and that they Should 
have honourable falaries ascertained 
and eflablifhed by Standing laws. 

XXX. In the government of this 
Commonwealth, the legislative de- 
partment Shall never exercife die ex* 
ecutive and judicial powers, or either 
of them: the executive Shall never 
exercife the legislative and judicial 
powers, or either. of them: the ju- 
dicial Shall never exercife the le- 
gislative and executive powers, or 
either of them ; to the end it may 
be a government of laws and not of 
men. 

Part the Second. 
The Frame of Government . 
The people inhabiting the terri- 
tory formerly called the Province of 
MaSTachufetts-Bay, do hereby folerorjc 
ly and mutually agree with each 
other, to form themfelves into a free* 
fovereign, and independent body 
politic or State, by the name of 

THE CoMMONWEAtTH OF MAS- 
SACHUSETTS. 

CHAPTER I. 

The LegiJ!ati<ve Poivtr* 

Section I. 

The General Court, 

Art. I. The department of the 
legislation Shall be formed by two 
branches, a Senate and Houfe ef Re- 
prefentati<ves ; each of which Shall 
have a negative on the other. 

The legislative body Shall aSTemble 
every year on the laft Wednefday in 
May, and at fuch other times as they 
Shall judge neceSTary; and Shall dif- 
folve and be diSTolved on the day 
next preceding the faid laft Wednef- 
day in May; and Shall be Ailed, 
The General Court of Mas- 
sachusetts. 

II. No bill or refolve of the Senate 
or Houfe of Reprefentatives Shall be- 
come a law, and have force as fuch, 
until it Shall have been laid before 
the Governor for his revjfal : and if 
he, upon fuch revision, approve 

thereof. 
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thereof, he fhall|fignify*his approba- 
tion by figning the fame. But if he 
have any objection to the paffing of 
fuch bill or refolve, he fhall return 
the fame, together with his objec- 
tions thereto, in writing, to the Se-t 
nate orHoufe of Reprefentatives, in 
which foever the fame ihall have ori- 
ginated ; who ihall enter the objec- 
tions fent down by the Governor, at 
large, on their records, and proceed 
to reconfider the faid bill or refolve : 
but if after fuch retonfideration, two 
thirds of the faia Senate or Houfe of 
Reprefentatites, ihall, notwithftand- 
ing the faid objections, agree to pafs 
the fame, it Ihall, together with the 
objections, be fent. to the other 
branch of the Legiflalure, where it 
ihall alfo be reconfidered, and if ap- 
proved by two thirds of the mem- 
bers prefent, it ihall have the force 
of a law: but in all fuch cafes, the 
*otes of both Houfes fhall be deter- 
mined by yea? and nays ; and the 
names of the perfons voting for, or 
againfl, the faid bill or refolve, mail 
be entered upon the public records 
of the Commonwealth. 

And in order to prevent tfnnecef. 
{ary delays, if any bill or refolve 
ftiall not be returned by the Governor 
within five days after it Ihall have 
been prefented, the fame fhall have 
the force of a law, 

IIL The General Court fhall for 
ever have fuU power and authority 
to ereel and conftitute judlcatories- 
jmd courts of record, or other courts, 
to be held in the name of the Com- 
monwealth, for hearing, trying, and 
determining of all manner of crimes, 
offences, pleas, procefFes, plaints, 
a&kms, matter s r caufes and things, 
whatsoever, ariiing or happening 
wkhift the Commonwealth, or be- 
tween or concerning perfons inha- 
biting, or residing, or brought withv 
k the fame; whether the fame be 
criminal or civil, or whether the faid 
crimes be capital or not capital, and 
whether the faid pleas be real, per- 



fonal, or mixt j and for "the awarif* 
ing and making out of executiorf 
thereupon : to which courts and ju- 
dicatories are hereby given and grant- 
ed full power and authority, from 
time to time, to adminifter oaths or 
affirmations,, for the better difcovery 
of truth in any matter In controversy 
or depending before them. 

IV* And further, full power and 
authority are hereby given and grant- 
ed to the faid General Court, from, 
time to time, to make, ordain, ani 
eftablifh, all manner of wholefome 
and reafonable orders, laws, ftatutes^ 
and ordinances, directions and in* 
ftru&ions, either with penalties or 
without; fo as the fame be not re- 
pugnant or contrary to this Conftitu- 
tion, as they fhall judge to be far the 
good and welfare of this Common- 
wealth, and for the government ani 
ordering thereof, and of the fubje&* 
of the fame, and for the' neceflary 
fupport and defence of the ^govern- 
ment thereof; and to name and fet- 
tle annually, or provide by fixed 
Jaws, for the naming and fettling all 
civil officers within the faid Com- 
monwealth ; the election and conlK- 
tution of whom are not hereafter inf 
this Form of Government otherwiitf 
provided for^. and to fet forth the 
feveral duties, powers and limits, of 
the feveral civil and military officers 
of this Commonwealth, and the forms 1 
of fuch oaths or affirmations as fhatt 
be refpedlively adminiitered u'ntov 
them for the execution of their feve- 
ral offices and places, £b as- the fame 
Be not repugnant or contrary to this 
Confutation ; and to impofe and le- 
vy proportional' and reafonable a£- 
feffments, rates, and' taxes, upon all 
jhe inhabitants o£, and perfons refi- 
dent, and eftates lying, within the 
faid Commonwealth ; and alfo to im r 
pofe, and levy, reafonafele duties and 
excifes, upon any product?, goods, 
wares, merchandize, and commodi- 
ties whatfoever, brought into, pro- 
duced/manuiaftured, or being with- 
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in the fame' ; to be iflued arid difpof- 
jiofed of by warrant, under the hand 
of the' Governor of this Common* 
wealth for the time being, with the 
idvice and eonfent of the Council, 
for the public fervice, in the necef* 
iary defence and fupport of the go- 
vernment of the faid Commonwealth; 
and the protection and prefervatiorf 
of the fubjects thereof,, according to 
fuch acts as are of mail be in force 
within' the fame. t ' ' ' ' 

Arid while the public charges of 
government, ' or any part thereof, 
rtiall be afleffed' on polls and eftates, 
}ii the manner that has. hitherto been 
practifed ; in order that Jach afTefT- 
inents may be made with equality, 
there fhall be a valuation of eftates 
within the Commonwealth taken 
a new once in every ten /ears at the 
leaft ? and. as much oftener r as the 
General Court fhall order. 

Chap. I. Sect, 11/ 
Senate, 
'Art. I. 'There fhall be annually 
elected by the freeholders and other 
inhabitants of this Commonwealth, 
qualified as in this Coiiftitution is 
provided, forty periods to be Coun- 
leljors arid Senators for the year en- 
fuing their election ; to be choferi Ky 
the inhabitants of the* districts, into 
which the Commonwealth may from 
time to time be divided by th^ Ge- 
neral Court for that .purpoft : 'and 
the General Court, in affignihg the 
numbjers to be elected by the respec- 
tive diflricts, fhall gdvem themfelves 
ty the proportion of the public taxes 
paid by the faid diflricts ; and timely 
jnake known to jhe ifihabitants of 
the. Commonwealth, the limits' of 
each diftrict, and the number of 
CounfeHors and Senators to be chofeft 
'therein ; provided that the number of 
foch diftricts fhall be never lefs than* 
thirteen ; and that no diflrift be fo 
Targe as to entitle th£ fame to choofe 
more than fix Senators. 
". And the (everal counties in this 



Corrtmonwealth (half, uritif trie Ge; 
neral Court ihaH determine it necef- 
fary to alter the faid diftricts, be di£ 
tricts for the choice of Councilors 
and Senators, (except that the coun- 
ties of Duke's county and Nantucket 
fhaH form one diftrict for that pur- 
pofe) and fhall elect the following 
number for Ctfuiifellors and Sena- 
tors, vifc, ' --' 

Suffolk 
: Eflbc ^ 

. ' Middlefe* 

Hampfhire 

Plymouth 

Barnftable 

Briftol 

York — 

1 Duke's county and- Nan- 
tucket 

Worcefter. 

Cumberland ' -*^- 

Lrrtcolri ; " ' ] : > *' -*— : 

Berkfhire 

II; The Senate* fhall be 
branch of the Legiflattire ; 
Senators fhall be Chofen in 
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four 

three 

one 
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two 
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one 
one 
two 

the firft 
and the 
the fol- 
lowing manner,-, viz. there fhall be a 
meeting in the firft Monday in April 
ann^atry, , forerer, , of'the , inhabitants 
of each town in the fevetfil counties 
of this Commonwealth ; : to be called 
"by the Selectmen, and 'warned iti dttt 
ccraffe'of law, aHeaft feven days be- 
fore. . the firft Monday irr'April, for 
the pntpofe of electing perfbns to ber 
Senators and CounfeHors *- and sCt 
fuch meetings every 'male inhabitant 
of twenty-one year* of 'age atrd up- 
wards, having a freehold eftate with- 
in the Commonwealth, of the annual 
income of three bounds, 6* any eftate 
of thei value or M fixty pounds, fhaH 
-have a right to give in hfe vote for 
-the Senators' for the diftrict of which 
"fie is an inhabitant. Atid ; tb remove 
all doubts concerning the meaning of 
the word "inhabitant,'* in this Con- 
ftitution, every perfon fhall be con* 
fidered as an inhabitant, for the pur- 
pofe of electing and being elected into 
any office, or place withm this State, 
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in that town, diftrlcl or plantation, 
where he dwelletft, or hath his home. 

The Selettmen,pf the feveral towns 
fhall prefide at fuck meetings impar- 
tially ; and mall receive the vdtes of 
jail the inhabitants of fuch towns pre- 
fent and qualified to vote for Sena- 
tors, and fhall fort and count them 
in open town-meeting, and in pre- 
fence of the Town^clerk, who mall 
make a fair record, in prefence of 
the Selectmen, and in open town* 
meeting, of the name of every per- 
fon voted for, and of the number of 
votes againft his name ; and a fair 
copy of this record (hall be attefted 
by the Selectmen and ToWn-clerk, 
aad fhall be fealed Up, directed to 
the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
For, the time being, with a fuperfcrip- 
tion, exprefling the purport of the 
contents thereof, and delivered by 
the Town^clerk of fuch towns, to the 
Sheriff of the county in which fuch 
town lies, thirty days at leaft before 
the laft Wednefday in May annually; 
or it mall be delivered into the Secre- 
tary's office feventeen days at lealt 
before the faid laft Wednefday In 
May ; ami the Sheriff of each county 
frail deliver all fuch certificates by 
him received into the Secretary's 
office feventeen days before the faid 
laft Wednefday in May. ■ 

And the inhabitants of plantations 
unincorporated, qualified as this jCon* 
"feirution provides, who are of"' frill 
be empowered and required to affefs 
taxes upon themfelves toward', the 
fuppprt of government, frail have 
the fame ^privilege 0I " voting for 
Counfellors arid Senators in the plan- 
tations where they refjde, as town 
inhabitants have in their refpeftive 
towns ; and the plantation-meetings 
fpr that purpofe ihall beheld aftnuaU 
ly on the fame firft Monday in April, 
at fuch place in the plantations re- 
fpe&ively* as the Afieflbrs . thereof 
mail direft; which Affeffors (hall 
have like authority for notifying the 
electors, cbllefting and returning the 

Vol, X* 



votes, as the Sele^meri and iSwn- 
clerks have in their feveral {owns, 
by this Conitttmion. And all other 
perfons living in places unincorporat- 
ed (qualified as aforefaid) who frail 
be affeffed to the fupport of govern- 
ment bf fhe Afleffors of an adjacent 
town^ frail have the privilege of 
giving in their votes for Councilors 
and Senators, in the town where they 
frail be affefled, and be -notified of 
the place 1 of meeting by the Seie&- 
.men of fhe tdwn where they frail be 
aifeffed, for that purpofe accord- 
ingly. ' ''' > 

III* And that there may be* a due 
Cdnvention of Senators oh the laft 
Wednefday &l May annually/ the 
Governor, with five of the Council, 
for the time being, /hall, as-foon as 
may be, examine the -^turned copies 
of fuch records ; and' fourteen flays 
before the faid day, he frail iffue his 
fummons to fuch perfons as frail ap- 
pear to be chofen by a majority of 
voters; to attend on that day, and 
take their feats accordingly 1 provid- 
ed heverthelefs, that for thcfirftyear 
the faid returned copies frftll be* ex- 
amined by the Prefident and fire #f 
tne Council of the former COfiftitu- 
tion of Government ; and the faid 
Prefident frail, in like manner, iffee 
his fummons to the perfons foelo&ed* 
that they may take their feats as 
aforefoidi r 

IVi The Senate frail be the final 
judge of the elections j returns and 
•qtfajtfieatiens of their own- monibefs, 
as pointed out in the QmiHtvtion ; 
and frail, on the faid laft Wednefday 
in May annually, determine and de- 
clare who are elecled by each dif- 
trift, to be Senator* by a majority of 
votes : and in cafe there frail not ap- 
pear to be the full number of Sena- 
tors returned elected by a majority of 
votes for any diftricl, the deficiency 
•frail be fuppHed in the following 
manner, viz. the members of the 
Houfe of Reprefentativcsj and fuch 
Senators as frail be declared elected, 

E e ' fraU 
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lhalf. tike the names of ;fuch perfons 
asjhall be. found 'to ; have the highefr. 

i ffH^^Viftf.Yote^i^fop^.^iftrjift, and 
. ',not -ejected*. a^P£Ji|ingv to twice the 
. .n amber of Senators wanting, ,if there ' 

- be. Co many voted for; fcnd.out of 
•*,theie> ftaJl elect ky^Ho^ a number 
' of Senators Su(ficient;to fijl up the va- 
cancies in Such dlftrid : a»d in this 
manner all fuch' vacancies fhal] be 

. filled up in every, diltri'ft:©/ the pom- 
.^JWnweahh; and^ .like. maimer all . 
Vacancies in- the Senate* 'ariSing, by 
.fdeath;, removal ot»t,pf it ttie State, or " 

otherwife, fliafl be Supplied as Soon 
vas may be, after fu$)v; vacancies fhall 
ihappen. \ - _ 

V, Provided nevertheless, that no 
. perSon fhall be capable of being elect- 
ed as a Senator, who is not Seized in 
his own righjt of a ; , freehold within 

• this Commonwealth*, of the value of 
-three, hundred pounds- at leaily or 

. poflefled .of perfonal ellate t« the va- 
lue of fix hundred pounds at leafl, or 
1 of toth to the amount of the fame 

- Sum, arid who has -not been an inha- 
■^hicantiof this Commonwealth for the 

ipacfc of five years immediately pre- 
. cejdtng -his. election, and at the time 

- ©f his election, he /hall be an inhabi- 
l tan t in the diihict,- for which he fhal 1 

bechoien. 

VI. .The Senate fhall have power 

, to adjourn themfelves, provided fuch , 
adjournments do noi' exceed two days 
at a tim*. ; ■".»'"..- 

r. VII, The Senate, fhall choofe hs 
wtj; : Pref*dent, appoint- its own offi- , 
eers, and determine its own rules of . 

. proceedings. . > .-, 

- ;, VUI^The Senate fhall be a tou-rt, 
with fi*Il authority, to. hear and de- 
termine all impeachments* made by 
the Houfe of Representatives, againit 

.any officer, or officers of r.he Common- 
wealth,, for mifconduct and ,mal-ad- 
miniitratien in their offices.. JSut pre- 
-. vious to the. trial of every impeach- 
ment, the members of. the Senate 

• fhall refpectively be Sworn, truly 
and impartially to try and determine 



the charge in queftion, according 10 
evidence. Their judgment, how- 
ever, fhall not extend further than to 
-removal from ofuce, and disqualifi- 
cation to hold or enjoy any place of 
honour, truit, or profit, under this 
Commonwealth: but the party So 
convicted* mall be,- nevertheless, li- 
able- to indictment, trial, judgment, 
and pu-aiihrnent, according to the 
laws of the land. 

. IX. Not lefs than Sixteen members 
-of- the Senate (hall constitute a quo- 
ru/m for doing bufinefs. ; 

./Chap. I.- 'Sect.. IK. 
.Houfe of Reprefentatives. 

Art. I. There fhall.be intheLe- 
giflature of this Commonwealth, a 
reprefentation of the people; annu- 
ally eletted, and founded upon the 
principle of equality,' 

II. And in order to provide for z 
representation of the citizens of this 
Commonwealth, founded upon the 
principle of equality, every corporate 
town containing one hundred and 
fifty, rateable polls, may elect one 
reprefentative v every corporate town, 
containing three hundred andfeven- 
ty-fivp. rateable polish may elect two 
representatives :, every .corporate 
towp.j. containing fix' hundred rate- 
able polls, may elect three reprefen- 
tatiyes^and proceeding in that man- 
ner, making two hundred and twen- 
ty-five rateable polls the mean en- 
crealing numoer for every additional 
representative. t , 

Provided neverthelefs, that each 
town now incorporated,* not having 
one hundred and fifty rateable polls, 
m»y elect one reprefentative ; but no 
place fhall hereafter, be incorporated 
with the privilege of electing ,a repre- 
sentative, unle& there are within the 
fame one hundred and fifty rateable 
polls.- t 

And the Houfe of Representatives 

fhall have power from time to time 

to impofe fines upon fuch towns as 

fhall neglect to choofe and return 

members 
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^members to the fame, agreeably to 
.(his Conftitution. . 

The cxpences of travelling to the 
General Aflembly, and returning 
home, once in every feflion, and no 
more, /hall be paid by the govern^ 
ment, out of the public treafury, to 
every member who fbail attend as 
feafonably as he can, in the judg- 
ment of the Houfe, and does not de- 
part without leave; 

III. Every member of the. Houfe 
of Reprefentatives fhalt be chofen by 
written vote*; and for one year at 
leaft next preceding his election, fhall 
have been an inhabitant of, and have 
been feized in his own right .of a 
freehold of tl>e value of one hundred 
pounds within the town he fhaJI be 
.chofen to reprefent, or any rateable 
eftate to the value of two hundred 
pound? ; and he fhail ceafe to repre- 
sent the faidtown immediately on his 
ceafmg to be qualified as aforcfaid. 

IV. Every male'perfon, being 
twenty-one years of age, and refi- 
.cknt in any particular town in this 
Commonwealth for the fpace of one 
year next preceding, having a free- 
hold eftate within the fame town, of 
the annual income of three pounds, 
yor any eftate of the value of fixty 
pounds^ fhall have a right to vote in 
the choice of a reprefentatiye or re- 
prefentatives for the faid town. 

V- The members of the Boufe of 
Reprefentatives (hall be chofen aa- 
nually,in the month of May, ten 
days at leaft before the la<ft Wcinef- 
.day of that month. 

VI. The Houfe of Reprefentatives 
fhall be the Grand Inqueft of this 
Commonwealth; and all impeach- 
ments made by them, fhall be heard 
ajid tried by the Senate. 

VII. All ^money-bills fhall origi- 
nate in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; 
but the Senate may propofe or concur 
with amendments, as on other bills. 

; VIII. The Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives fhall have power to adjourn 
thera'felves ; provided fu^ch adjourn- 



ment fhall not exceed two days at a 
time. 

IX. Not lefs than fixty members 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
fhall conftitute a quorum for doing 
bufmefs. 

X. The Houfe of Reprefentatives 
fhall be 1 the judge of the returns, 
elections, and qualifications of its 
own members, as pointed out in the 
Conftitution , fhall chufe their own 
Speaker ; appoint their own officers, 
and fettle the rules and orders, of pro- . 
ceeding in their own houfe: they 
fhall have authority to punifh by im- 
prifonment, everv per fan;. /not a 
member, who fhall be guilty of dif-.- 
refpecl to the Houfe, by any difbr- 
derly, or contemptuous behaviour in 
its pre fence ; or who, in the town 
where the General Court is fitting, ,< 
and during the time of its fitting, 
fhall threaten harm to the bpdy or 
eftate of any of its members, for any 
thing faid or done in the Houfe ; or 
who fhall affau-lt any of , them there- 
for ; or who fhall affault, or arreft, 
any witnefs, or .other perfon,, ordered 
to attend the Houfe r in his way in. 
going, or returning ; or who fhall 
refcue any perfon arrefted by the or- 
der of the Houfe. 

And no member of the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives fhall be arrefted, or 
held to bail on mean procefs, di an j 
his going unto, returning from, or 
his attending the general Aflembly. 

XL The Senate fhall have the 
fame powers in t^e like cafes ; and 
the Governor and Council fhall have 
the fame authority to punifh in like 
cafes. Provided that no imprifon- 
ment on the warrant or order of the 
Governor, Council, Senate, or 
Ilouie of Reprefentatives, for either 
of the above -de fcribed offences, be 
for a term exceeding thirty days. 

And the Senate and Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives may try, and deter- 
mine, all cafes where their rights and- 
privileges are concerned, and which, 
by the Conftitution, they hare mv- 

11 e s ' thorny. 
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tHorky to try and determine, by 
pommittees of their own Members, 
or in fuch other way as they may 
refpectively think beft f 

CHAPTER II. 

Executive Power. 

Section i . 

Governor, 

Art. I. There fhall be a fupreme 

executive Magiftrate, who fhall be 

ftiled, the Governor ok the 

POMMOKWEALTH OF MaSSACHU, 

setts ; and whofe title ihall be — 
His Excellency, 

II, The Governor ihall be chofen 
annually ; and no perfon fhall be 
eligible to this office, unlefs at the 
time of his election, ,he fhall have 
been an inhabitant of this Common- 
wealth for feven years next preced- 
ing ; and unlefs he Ihall, at the 
£me time be feitsed in his own right, 
pf a freehold within the Common- 
wealth, of the value of one thoufand 
pounds ; and unlefs he fhall declare 
himfelf to be of the Chriftian religion. 

JII. Thofe perfons who fhall be 
qualified to vojte for Senators and 
Representatives within the feveral 
pwns of this Commonwealth, fhalj, 
at a meeting to be called for that 
pur'pofe, on the firft Monday of 
April annually, give in their votes 
for -a Governor, to the Selectmen, 
who fhall prefide at fuch meetings ; 
and the Town-clerfe, in the prefence 
and with the affiftance of the Sciect- 
men, fhall, in open town-meeting, 
fort and count the votes, and form 
a lift of the ptrfons voted for, with 
\ht number of votes for each perfon 
againft his name ; and fhall make a 
fair record of the fame in the town 
books, and a public declaration 
thereof in the faid meeting ; and 
ihall, in the prefence of the inhabi- 
tants, fell up copies of the faid lift, 
atteited by him and the Selectmen, 
and tranfmit the fame to the Sheriff 
of the conrjty, thirty days at leaft 
before the laft Wedhefda/ in May ; 
'and the Sheriff fhall tranfmit thq 



fame to the Secretary's office feven* 
teen days at leaft before the faid laft 
Wednesday in May ; or the Select- 
men may caufe returns of the fame 
to be made to the office of tfce Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth feventeen 
days at,, leaft before the faid day $ 
and the Secretary fhall lay the fame 
before the Senate and the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, on the laft Wed- 
nefday in May, to be hy them ex r 
amined : and in cafe of an election 
by a majority of all the votes return- 
ed, the choice fhall be by them de r 
clared and publifhed ; 'but if no per-i 
fon fhall have a majority of votes, 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall, 
by ballot, elect two out of four oer. 
fons who had the higheft numbers 
of votes, if fo many fhall have been 
voted for ; but, if otherwife, out of 
the number voted for; and make 
return to the Senate of the two per- 
fotu fo elected ; on which, the Senate 
fhall proceed, by ballot, to elect 
one, who fhall be declared Governor. 

IV. The Governor fhall have au- 
thority, from time to time, at his 
difcretion, to afTerable and call to- 
gether the Counfellors of this Coin* 
monwealth for the time being ; and 
the Governor, with the faid Coun- 
fellors, or five of them at leaft, fhall, 
and may, from time to time, hold 
and keep a Council, for the ordering 
and directing the affairs of the Com? 
monwealth, agreeably to tjie Con- 
ftitution and the laws of the land. 

y. The Governor, with advice of 
Council, fhall have full power and 
authority, during the feflion of the 
General Court, to adjourn or pro- 
rogue the fame to any time the two 
Houfes fhall defire ; and fo diflblve 
the fame on the day next preceding 
the 'laft Wedriefday in May; and, 
in the recefs of the faid Court, to 
prorogue the fame from time, to 
time, not exceeding ninety days in 
any one recefs; and to call it toge- 
ther fooner th,an the time tq which it 
may be adjourned or prorogued, if 
the welfare of the Commonwealth 
.-■•■■' - ' ■ - fhall 
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fhall require the fame : and in cafe 
f)f any infectious cUltempcr prevail- 
ing in the place where the faid Court 
is next at any time to convene, or 
a«y other caufe happening, whereby 
danger may a-rife to the health op 
lives of the Members from their at- 
tendance, he may direft the Seffion 
to he held at fome other the moil 
convenient place within the State. 

, And the Governor mall diflblve 
the faid General Court on the day 
next preceding the laft Wednefday 
in May. 

VI. In cafes of difagreement be* 
tween the two Houfes, with regard 
to the neceffity, expediency, or time 
of adjournment, or prorogation, the 
Governor, with advice of the Coun- 
cil, fhall have a right to adjourn or 
prorogue the General Court, not 
exceeding ninety days, as he fhall 
determine the public good fhall 
require. 

VII. The Governor of this Com- 
monwealth for the time being, fhall 
be the Commander in Chief of the 
army and navy, and of all the mili- 
tary forces of the State, by fea and 
land ; and mall have full power by 
himfelf, or by any Commander, or 
Other officer or officers, from time to 
time, to train, inftrucl:, exercife and 
govern the militia and navy ; and, 
for the fpecial defence and fafety of 
the Commonwealth, to afTemble in 
martial array, and put in warlike 
pofiure, the inhabitants thereof, and 
to lead and conduct them, and with 
them, to encounter, repel, refift, ex- 
pel and purfue, by force of arms, as 
\yell by fea as by land, within or 
without the limits of this Common- 
wealth, and alfo to kill, (lay, and 
deftroy, if neccfjary, and conquer, 
by all fitting >yays ? enterprizes, and 
means whatfoever, all and every 
fuch perfon and perfons as fhall, at 
any time hereafter, ^n a koflile man- 
ner attempt or enterprise the ' de- 
finition, invafion, detriment, or an- 
noyance of this Commonwealth ; 
mi to ufe and exercife, over the 



army and navy, and over the milirii 
in actual fervice, the law-martial, in 
time of war or invafion, and alfo in 
time of rebellion, declared by the 
legiilature to exift, as occafion fhall 
necefTarily require ; and to take and 
furprize by all ways and means 
whatfoever, all and every fuch per- 
fon or perfons, with their {hips, 
arms, ammunition, and other goods, 
as fhall, in a hoiUIe manner, invade, 
or attempt the invading, conquer- 
ing, or annoying this Cqnunon- 
wealth ; and that the Governor be 
intruded with all thefe and other 
powers, incident to the offices of 
Captain-general and Commander in 
Chief, and Admiral, to be exercifed 
agreeably to the rules and regula- 
tions of the Con flit ution, and the 
laws of the land, and not otherwife. 

Provided, that the faid Governor 
fhall >not, at any time hereafter, by 
virtue of any power by . this Confli- 
tution granted, or hereafter to be 
granted to him by the Legiilature, 
tranfport any of the inhabitants of 
this Commonwealth, or oblige them 
to march out of the limits of the 
fame, without their free and volun- 
tary confent, or the confent of the 
General Court ; except fo far a* 
may be neceflary to march or tran«* 
fport them by land or water, for the 
defence of fuch part of the State, to 
which they cannot otherwife conve- 
niently have accefs. 

VIII. The power of pardoning 
offences, except fuch as perfons mly 
be convicted of before the Senate by 
an impeachment of the Houfe, mail 
be in the Governor* fcv and with the 
advice of Council : but no charter 
of pardon, granted by the Governor, 
with advice of the Council, before 
convi&ion, fhall avail the party 
pleading the fame, notwithftandirig 
any general pr particular ixpreffions 
contained therein, defcriptive of the 
offence, or offences, intended to be. 
pardoned. 

IX. All judicial officers, the At- 
torn ey-genepl, all Sheriffs-, Coro* 

• ■ ! * nersi 
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jeers, and Regiflers of Probate, fhall 
be nominated and appointed by the 
^Governor, by and with the advice 
and conient of the Council ; and 
every fuch nomination fhall be made 
by the Governor, and made at leaft 
/even days prior to fuch appoint- 
ment. 

X- The Captains and fubalterns 
of the mflitia, mail be elected by the 
written votes of the train -band and 
*Tann lift of their refpective compa- 
nies, of twentv-one years of age and 
upwards : the field-oificers of regi- 
ments, fhafl be elected by the written 
votes of the Captains and fubalterns 
cf their refpective regiments : the 
Brigadiers mall be elected m like 
manner, by the field-oificers of their 
jefpettive brigades : and fuch offi- 
cers, fo elected, fhall be commiflioned 
by the Governor, who fhall deter- 
mine their rank. 

The Legiflature fhall, by ftanding 
laws, direct the time and manner of 
convening the electors, and of col- 
lecting votes, and of certifying to 
the Governor the officers elected. 

The Major-generals mall be ap- 
pointed by the Senate and Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, each having a ne- 
gative upon the other; and be com- 
jrtlflicmed by the Governor. 

'And if the electors of Brigadiers, 
ffcid-officers, Captains or fubalterns, 
1ha.ll neglect or refufe to make fuch 
elections, after being duly notified, 
according to the laws for the time 
being, then the Governor, with ad- 
vice of Council," fhall appoint fuit- 
able perfons to fjll fuch offices. 

And no officer, duly commtffioned 
to command in trja militia, mall be 
removed from his office, but by the 
aAdrcfs of both Ifoufes to the Go- 
vernor, ©r by fair" trial in Court- ' 
martial r pnrfnant to the laws of the 
Commonwealth for the time being. 

The commandfng officers of regi- 
ments fhall appoint ihefr "Adjutants 
and Quarter-m afters; the Brigadiers 
thru prigade-irtaj^;«"*iid* the Ma- 



jor-generals their Aids ; and the 
Governor ihall appoint the Adjutant- 
generaL 

The Governor, with advice of 
Council, fhall appoint all officers of 
the continental army, whom by the 
confederation of the United States k 
is provided that this Commonwealth 
fhall appoint, — as alfo all officers of 
forts and garrifops. 
' The divilions of the milrtia into^ 
brigades, regiments, and companies, 
made in purfuance of the militia 
laws, now in force, lhall be confidered 
as the proper divifions of the militia 
of this Commonwealth, until the 
fame fhall be altered in purfuance of 
. fomc future law* 

XL No monies fhall be iflued out 
of the Treafury of this Common- 
wealth, and difpofed of (except fuch 
fnrns as may be appropriated for the 
redemption of bills of credit or Trea- 
furer's notes, or for the payment of 
intereft arifing thereon) but by war- 
rant under the hand of the Governor 
fbrjthe time being, with the advice 
and confent of the Council, for the 
necefTary defence and fupport of the 
Commonwealth ; and for the pro- 
tection and prefervation of the inha r 
bitants thereof, agreeabry to the acts 
and refolves of the General Court. 

XII. All public boards, the Com-; 
miflary-general, ail fa perin tending 
officers of public magazines and 
ftores, belonging to this Common- 
wealth, and all commanding officers 
of forts and garrifons within the 
fame, lhaH once in every three 
morrths officially and without requi- 
fition, and at other times, when re- 
quired by the Governor, deliver to* 
him an account of all goods, ftores, ' 
provifions, ammunition, cannon with 
their appendages, and fmall arms 
with their accoutrements, and of all 
other public property whatever un- 
der their care refpeftively ; diftin- 
guiihing the quantity, number, qua- 
lity and kind of each, as particularly 
a* may be; together with the con- 
dition 
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iflkioir -of fuch forts and garrifons : 
and the faid commanding officer 
fhall exhibit to the Governor, when 
required by him, true and exact 
plans of fuch forts, and of the 1 land 
and fea or harbour or harbours 
adjacent. 

And the faid boards and all pub- 
lic officers, fhall communicate to 
the Governor, as foon as may be 
after receiving the fame, altletters, 
difpatches, and intelligences of a 
public nature, which fhall be directed 
to them refpe&ively. 

XII. As the public good requires 
that the Governor ihould not be un- 
der the undue influence of any of the 
Members of the General Court, by 
a dependence on them for' his fup- 
port — that he ihould in all cafes, aft 
with freedom for the benefit of tne 
publi* — that he fhould not have his 
attention neceflarily diverted from 
that object to his private concerns — 
and that he fiould maintain the dig- 
, nity of the Commonwealth in the 
character of its Chief Magiftrate — 
it is neceflary that he ihould have an 
honourable ilated falary^ of a fixed 
and permanent value, amply fuffici- 
ent to? thoftf purpofes, and eftabliin- 
ed by fianding laws : and it mail be 
among the firit acts of the General 
Court, after the commencement of 
this Confutation, to eitablifh . fuch 
falary by law accordingly. 

Permanent and honourable Sala- 
ries ihall affo be eitablifhed by law 
for the juliices of the fupreme judi- 
cial Court;, 

And if it fhall be found, that any 
of the falaries aforefaid, Co eftablifh- 
ed, are Inefficient, they ihall, from 
time to time, be enlarged, as the 
General Court fhall judge proper. 

CHAPTER II. 

Section II. 

Lieut enantnGovernffr. 

Art. L There 4hall be annually* 

elected a Lieutenant-governor of the 

Commonwealth of MafTachufetts, 



.whofe title ihall be His Hqkp?-t* 
. and who fhall be qualified, in point 
of religion, property, and refidence* 
in the Commonwealth', in the fame 
manner with the Governor ; and tie 
day and manner of his. election, and 
the qualifications of tSfe electors^ 
fhall be the fame as are.rciquired. In 
the election of a Governor- There- 
turn of the votes for this officer^ , arid 
the declaration of his election, thai! 
be" in the fame manner: and if/do 
one perfcn fhall be found to" hay* a 
majority of all the votes ' returned, 
the vacancy, rfull to; filled by, tlje' 
Senate and HouTeof Reprefentative$ y 
an the fame roamier as the Governor 
is to be elected, in cafe no «ae per- 
fon fhall haye J a majority of the yotes 
of the people to be Governor. 

1L The Governor, and in his at>- 
fence the Lieutenant-governor, fhall 
be President of the Council, but ihall 
have no vote in Council j and the 
Lieutenant-governor fhall ajways $e 
a member of the Council, except 
when the chair of the Governor Ihait 
be vacant. 

III.- Whenever the chair of rite' 
Governor fliall be vacant, by reaftri 
of death, or aBfence from the Com- 
monwealth,, or otherwife, ihe Lieu- 
tenant-governor, for the timp }>e;n t,< 
fhall, during fuch vacancy^' perforia' 
all the duties inewnbent i&poit the 
Governor, arid ihall have and kxtt-' 
cife all the' powers and authbrine^y 
which by this .Conftittrtioh' the Go- 
vernor is veiled with*, when pip>- 
fonally prefent; 



■//, and tbt Manner *f Jiitllmg 
EleQions by the Legijfdiure*, ^ 



C f HAPj'E R II; 
Section III. 
Council 
E!e< 
Art. L There fhall ht a Council 
for advifing the Governor in the ex- 
ecutive part of government, to cop- 
fiff of nine perfons befides the l!ieu- 
tenant-governor, whom the* Go- 
vernor, for the time being,, ihall 
have full power and authority, frorn- 
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time to time* at his difcretion, to 
afTemble and call together. And the 
Governor, with the faid Counfeilors, 
or five of them at leait, fhall and 
may, from time to time, hold and 
keep a Council, for the ordering arid 
directing the affairs of the Common- 
wealth, according to the laws of the 
land, 

II. Nine Oounfellors fliall fee an- 
^i^'ally chofen from among the per- 
foAs returned for Counsellors arid 
Senators, on the laft Wednefday in 
' May, by the joint ballot of the Se- 
fcat6rs and Reprefentatives affembled 
in one room : and in cafe there fhall 
not be found upon the firft cht)icc, 
the Whole number' of nine perfons 
who will accept a feat in the Coun- 
cil, the deficiency fhall be made up 
by the electors aforefaid, from among 
the people at large ; and the number 
Of Senators left fhall conftitote the 
Senate for the year. The feats of 
the perfons thus elefted from the 
Senate, and accepting the truft, fhall 
be" Vacated m the Senate* 

ill. The Counfeilors, in the civil 
arrangement of the Commonwealth, 
Jhall have rank next after the Lieu* 
tenant-governor, 

IV. Not more than two Counfei- 
lors fhall *be chofen out of any one 
diftrift Of this Commonwealth. 

V. The refolutions and advice of 
ftte Counfel fhall be recorded in a 

'regifter, and figned by the members 
jrtefent; and this record may be 
tailed forat any time by either tlotffe 
of the Legiflature ; and any member 
of the .Council mayinfert his opinion 
contrary , to the reToiution of the 
majority. 

'VI. Whenever the office of the 
Governor and Lieutenant-governor 
'fhall "he vacant, by reafon of death, 
abferice, ' or Othfcrwife, then the 

"Council or 'the major part of them* 
fha'tt, during fuch vacancy, have full 
Jtower and authority, to do, and ex- 
ecute* all and every fuch' afts, mat- 
ters and Things, as the Governor Or 

^rj|e Lieutenant-governor might or 



could, by virtue of this Conftftdtioru 
do or execute, rf they, or either of 
them, Were perfonally prefent. 

VIL And -whcrezs the elections 
appointed to be made by this Con- 
stitution, 6n the laft Wednesday in. 
May annually, by the twoHoufes of 
the Legiflature, may not be com- 
pleated on that day, the faid elec- 
tions may be ac^ounied From tlay to 
tiay, -until the fame mall be -com- 
pleated* And the order of eleclrons 
mail be as follows : the vacancies in 
the Senate, if any, ihaltnrtt be filled 
up j the Governor, and Lientegant- 
goyernor, fhall then be ehtfted, - pro-, 
vided there fhouhi be no choice 6( 
them by the people : and .afterwards 
the two Houfes fhall proceed to the 
election of the Council. 

*C H A P T E R IL 

Section IV. 

Secretary, Tr en Purer 9 CommiJhry % &e. 

Art. I. The Secretary, Treafur- 
er, and Receiver-general, and the' 
Commifrary-gcneral, Notaries Pub- 
lic, and Naval-officers, fhall be cho- 
fen annually, by joint ballot of the 
Senators and c Reprefentatives in one 
room. And that the citizens of this 
Commonwealth may be afTured, from 
time to time, that the monies re- 
maining in the Public Treafury, up* 
on the fettlement and liquidation of 
the public accounts, are their pro- 
perty, no man fhall -be eligibfe as 
Treasurer and Receiver - General, 
more tharffrve years fucccffively. 

IL .The records .of the Common- 
wealth fhall be kept inthe office of 
the Secretary, who may appoint his 
Deputies, forwhofe conduct, he ftialt 
be accountable, and he fhall attend 
the Governor ^atrd 'Council, 'the Se- 
uate and Houfe of Reprefentative; 
in perfon, of by nis deputies, as they 
fhall refpettively require, 

C H A PT'E'.R tit. 

Judiciary Power. 

' Art. L The tentrrethafall*Comj 

miifioned officers fhall by law have i». ; 

theit>^ 
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their offices, mall be exprefTed in 
their refpeftlve commiffions. All 
judicial officers, duly appointed, com- 
miffioned and fvvorn, mall hold their 
offices during good behaviour, ex* 
cepting fuch concerning whom there 
is different provifion made in this 
Conftitution : provided neverthelcfs, 
the Governor, with confent of the 
Council, may remove them upon the 
addrefs of both Houfes of the Legi- 
flature. 

JJ. Each branch of the Legiflature, 
as well as the Governor and Council, 
fhall have authority to require the 
opinions of the" JufHces of the fu- 
preme judicial court, upon impor- 
tant queftions of law, and upon fo- 
lemn occafions. 

III. In order that the people may 
not fuffer from the long continuance 
in place of any Juftice of the Peace, 
who fhall fail of difcharging the im- 
portant duties of his office with abi- 
lity or fidelity, all commiflions of 
Juflices of the Peace fhall expire and 
become void, in the term of feven 
years from their refpeclive dates ; 
and upon the expiration of any com- 
miflion, the fame may, if necefTary, 
be renewed, or another perfon ap- 
pointed, as mall mofl conduce to the 
well-being of the Commonwealth. 

IV. The Judges of Probate of 
Wills,' and for granting letters of 
adminiftration, fhall hold their courts 
at fuch place or places, on fixed 
days, as the convenience of the peo- 
ple fhall require.' And the Legifla- 
ture ihall, from time to time, here- 
after appoint fuch times and places ; 
until which appointments, the faid 
courts fhall be holden at the times 
and places which the refpeetive 
Judges fhall direct. 

V. All caufes of marriage, di- 
vorce, and alimony, and all appeals' 
from the Judges of Probate, fhall be 
heard and determined by the Go- 
vernor and Council, until the Legi- 
flature fhall, by law, make other 
proviiion. 

Vob. X. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Delegates to Ccngrcfs. 
The Delegates to this Common- 
wealth to theCongrefs of the United 
States, fliall, fome time in the month 
of June annually, be elected by the 
joint ballot of the Senate and Houfe 
of Reprefentatives, afTembled to- 
gether in one room ; to ferve in Con- 
grefs for one year, to commence on 
the firir. Monday in November then 
next enfuing. They fhall have com- 
miflions under the hand of the Go- 
vernor, and the great feal of the 
Commonwealth; but may be recall- 
ed at any time within the year, and 1 
others chofen and commiffioned, in 
the fame manner, in their ftead- 

CHAPTER V, 
The Univerfity at Cambridge, and 

Encouragemeut of Literature^ &c* 

Section L 

The Univerfity 

Art. L Whereas our wife and 
pious anceflors, fo early as the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
fix, laid the foundation of Harvard- 
College, in which univerfity many 
perfons of great eminence have, by 
the blefling of God, been initiated 
in thofe arts* and fciences, which qua- 
lified them for public employments/ 
both in Church and State ; and 
whereas the encouragement of arts 
and fciences, and all good literature, 
tends to the honour of Go i>, the ad- 
vantage of the Chriftian religion, 
and the great benefit of this ana the 
other United States of America, — ■ 
It is declared, That the President 
and Fellows of Harvard Col- 
lege, in their corporate capacity, 
and their fucceflbrs in that capacity, 
their officers and fervants, fhall have, 
hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy, all 
the powers, authorities, rights, li- 
berties, privileges, immunities, and 
franchifes, which they now have, 
hold, ufe, exercife and enjoy: and 
the fame are hereby ratified and con- 
firmed unto them, the faid President 
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and Fellows of Harvard College, and 
to their fucceifors, ana to their offi- 
cers and fervants, refpectively, for 
ever. 

II. And whereas there haveLecn 
at fundry times, by divers perfons, 
gifts, grants, devifes of houfes, lands, 
tenements, goods, chatties, legacies, 
and conveyances, heretofore made, 
either to Harvard College in Cam- 
bridge, in New-England, or to the 
Prefident and Fellows of Harvard- 
College, or to the faid College, by 
fome other defcription, under feveral 
charters, fucceffively : It is de- 
clared, That all the faid gifts, 
grants, devifes, legacies and con- 
veyances, arc hereby for ever con- 
firmed unto the Prefident and Fel- 
lows of Harvard College, and to 
their fucceflbrs, in the capacity afore - 
faid, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the donor or donors gran- 
tor or grantors, devifor or devifors. 

III. And whereas by an acl of die 
General Court of the Colony of Maf- 
fachufctts-Bay, patted in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and forty- 
two, the Governor and Deputy-go- 
vernor for the time being, and all 
the magistrates of that jurifdi&ion, 
were, with the Prefident, and a num- 
ber of the clergy in the faid aft de- 
scribed, constituted the Overfeers of 
Harvard College: and it being ne- 
ceilary, in this new Constitution of 
government, to afcertain who mall 
be deemed fuccefibrs to the faid Go- 
vernor, Deputy-governor and Ma- 
gistrates: It is declared, That 
the Governor, Lieutenant-governor, 
Council and Senate of this Common- 
wealth, are, and mall be deemed, 
their fucceflbrs ; who, with the Pra- 
fident of Harvard College, for the 
time being, together with the mini- 
fters of the congregational churches 
in the towns of Cambridge, Water- 
town, Charleitown, Bolton, ' Rox- 
bury, and D ore heller, mentioned in 
the faid art, mail be, and hereby 
are, veiled with all ths powers 



and authority belonging, or iu any 
way appertaining to the Overfeers 
of Harvard College ; provided, 
that nothing herein fhall be conitru- 
ed to prevent the Legiilature of this 
Commonwealth from making fuch 
alterations in the government of 
the faid univerfity, as fhall be con- 
ducive to its advantage, and the in- 
terest of the republic of letters, in 
as full a manner as might have been 
done by the Legiflature of the late 
Province of the Maflachufetts-Bay. 

CHAPTER V. 

Section II. 
The Encouragement of Literature t (fc. 
Wifdom and knowledge, as well 
as virtue, difFufed generally among 
the body of the people, being necef- 
iary for the prefervation of their 
rights and liberties ; and as thefe de- 
pend on fpreading the opportunities 
and advantages of education in the 
various parts of the country, and 
among the different orders of the 
people, it fhall be the duty of legi- 
llators and magistrates, in all future 
periods of this Commonwealth, to 
cheriih the interefts of literature and 
the fciences, and all feminaries of 
them ; efpecially the univerfity at 
Cambridge, public fchools, and 
grammar fchools in the towns ; to 
encourage private focieties and pub- 
lic institutions, rewards and immuni- 
ties, for the promotion of agriculture, 
arts, fciences, commerce, trades, 
manufactures, and a natural hiftory 
of the country; to countenance and 
inculcate the principles of humanity 
and general benevolence, public and 
private charity, induftry and fruga- 
lity, honejly and punctuality in their 
dealings ; fincerity, good humour, 
and all focial affe&ions, and gene- 
rous ientiments among the people. 

C II AP.TER VI. 

Oaths and Subscriptions ; Incompati- 
bility of and ex clu lion from Offices \ 
Pecuniary Qualifications; Qommif- 
Jions i 
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farts ; Writs ; Confirmation of 
Laws ; Habeas Corpus : The Enabl- 
ing Stile ; Continuance of Officers ; 
Pro*uifeon for a~ future Revijai of 
tie Conjiaution, &c. 
Art. I. Any perfon chofcn Go- 
vernor, Lieutenant-governor, Coun- 
fellor, Senator, or Reprefentative, 
and accepting the truft, ihall, before 
be proceed to execute the duties of 
his place or office, make and fub- 
fcribe the following declaration, 
viz. — 

II. I, A, B. do declare, that I 
believe the Chriftian religion, and 
have a firm perfuafion of its truth ; 
and that I am feized and pofTened, 
in my own right, of the property re- 
quired by the Conftitution as one 
qualification for the office or place 
to which I am elected. 

And the Governor, Lieutenant r 
governor, and Counfellors, fhall 
make and fubfcribe the faid declara- 
tion, in the prefence of the two 
Houfes of Aftembly ; and the Sena- 
tors and Reprefentatives firit elected 
under this Conftitution, before the 
Prefident and five of the Council of 
the former Conflitution, and for ever 
afterwards before the Governor and 
Council for the time being. 

And every perfon chofen to either 
of the places or offices aforefaid, as 
alfo any perfon appointed or com- 
miffioned to any judicial, executive, 
military, or other office under the 
government, fhall, before he enters 
on the difcharge of the bufmefs of 
his place or office, take and fubfcribe 
the following declaration, and oaths 
or affirmations, viz. — 

** I, A. B, do truly and fincerely 
acknowlege, profefs, teftify and de- 
clare, that the Commonwealth of 
MafTachufetts is, and of right Ought 
to be, a free, fovereign and inde- 
pendent State ; and I do fwear, that 
I will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the faid Commonwealth, and that 
I will defend the fame againil traitor- 
ous confpiracies and all hoftile at- 



tempts whatfoever : and that I do 
renounce and abjure all allegiance, 
fubjeclion and obedience to the King, 
Queen, or government of Great-Bri- 
tain (as the cafe may, be) and every 
other foreign power whatfoever : and 
that no foreign Prince, Perfon, Pre- 
late, State 01 Potentate, hath, or 
ought to have, any jurifdiclion, fu- 
periority, pre-eminence, authority, 
difpenfing or other power, in any 
matter, civil, ecclefiaftical, or fpiri- 
tual, within this Commonwealth ; 
except the authority and power which 
is, or may be veiled by their Confti- 
tuents in the Congrcfs of the United 
States ; and I do further teftify and 
declare, that no man or body of men 
hath or can have any right to abfolve 
or difcharge me from the obligation 
of this oath, declaration, or affirma- 
tion ; and that I do make this ac- 
knowledgment, profeflion, teflimo- 
ny, declaration, denial, renuncia- 
tion, and abjuration, heartily and 
truly, according to the common 
meaning and acceptation of the fore- 
going words, without any equivoca- 
tion, mental evafion, or fecret refer- 
vatjpn whatfoever. 

So help me God." 

" I, A. B. do folemnly fwear and 
affirm, that I will faithfully and im- 
partially difcharge and perform all 
the duties incumbent on me as ; 

according to the belt of my abilities 
and underftanding, agreeably to the 
rules and regulations of the ConiH- 
tution, and the laws of this Com- 
monwealth." " So help me God." 

Proviped always, that when any 
perfon, chofen or appointed as afore- 
faid, ihall be of the denomination or 
the people called Quakers, and fhall 
decline taking the faid oaths, he 
iha!I make his affirmation in the fore- 
going form, and fubfcribe the fame, 
omitting the words *' / do jiuear,'* 
" and abjure," " catb or," '< and 
" abjuration" in the firfl oath ; and 
in the fecond oath, the words So help 
rie God ;" fubjoining inftead there- 
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of, '' Tbif I do under the pains and 
penalties of perjury," 

And the ibid oaths or affirmations 
(hall be taken and fubfcribed by the 
Governor, Lieutenant-governor, and 
Counfellors, before the Prefident of 
the Senate, in the prefence of the 
two Houfes of Aflembly ; and by the 
Senators and Reprefentatives firfl 
elected under this Conftitution, be- 
fore the Prefident and five of the 
Council of the former Conftitution ; 
and for ever afterwards, before the 
Governor and Council for the time 
'being : and by the refidue of the 
officers aforefaid, before fuch perfons 
and in fuch manner as from time to 
time fhall be prefcribed by the Legi- 
flature. 

II. No Governor, Lieutenant-go- 
yeruor, or Judge of the fuprcme 
judicial court, (hall hold any other 
office or place, under the authority 
Of. this Commonwealth, except fuch 
as by this Conftitution they are ad- 
mitted to hold, faving that the 
Judges of the faid court may hold 
the offices of JufHces of the Peace 
through the State ; nor /hall they 
hold any other place or office, or re- 
ceive. any penfion or falary from any 
Other State or Government or Power 
whatever. 

No perfon fhall be capable of 
holding or exerciang at the fame 
time, more than one of the follow- 
ing offices within this State, viz. — 
Judge of Probate — Sheriff— Regifter 
Of Probate -or Regifter of Deeds — 
and never more than any two offices 
which are to be held by appointment 
of the Governor, or the Governor 
and Council, or the Senate, or the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, or by the 
election of the people of the State at 
large, or of the people of any county, 
military offices and the offices of 
jfuftices of the Peace excepted ? fhall 
Re held by one perfon, 

No perfon holding the office of 
Judge of the fuprcme judicial court 
i — Secretary^— Attorney-general-*^ 



Solicitor-general— Treafurer or Re- 
ceiver-general — Judge of Probate— 
CommifTary-general — Prefident, Pro- 
fefTor, or lnftructor of Harvard Col- 
lege— Sheriff— Clerk of the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives — Regifter of Pro- 
bate — Regifter of Deeds — Clerk of 
the Supreme Judicial Court — Clerk 
of the Inferior Court of Common 
Pleas — or Officer of the Cuftoms, in r 
eluding in this defcription Naval- 
officers — fhall at the fame time have 
a feat in the Senate or Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives ; but their being chofen 
or appointed to, and accepting the 
fame, fhalj operate as a refignation 
of their feat in the Senate or Houfe 
of Reprefentatives ; and the place fo 
vacated fhall be filled up. 

And the fame rule fhall take place 
in cafe any Judge of the faid Su- 
preme Judicial Court, or Judge of 
Probate, fhall acce.pt a feat in Qputir 
cil ; cr any Counfellor fhall accept 
of either of thofe offices or places r 

And no perfon fhall ever be ad- 
mitted to hold a feat in the Legisla- 
ture, or any office of truft or im- 
portance under the government of 
this Commonwealth, who fhall, in 
the due courfe of law, have been 
convicted of bribery or corruption 
in obtaining an election or appoint- 
ment. 

III. In all cafes where fums of 
money are mentioned in this Confti- 
tution, the value thereof fhall be 
computed in filver at fix Shillings and 
eight pence an ounce : and it fhall 
be in the power of the Legiflature, 
from time to time, to increafe fuch 
qualifications, as to property, of the 
perfons to be elected to offices, as the 
circumftances of the Commonweal^ 
fhall require. 

. IV. All commiffions fhall be in 
the name of the Commonwealth of 
Maflachufetts, figned by the Gover- 
nor, and attefted by the Secretary or 
his Deputy, and have the great 
feal of the Commonwealth affixed 
thereto. 
* V- All 
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V. All writs ifluing out of the 
Clerk's office in any of the Courts of 
.Law, {hail be in the name of the 
Commonwealth of MafTachufetts : 
they fhall be under the feal of the 
Court from whence they iflue : they 
ihall bear teft of the nrlt juftice of 
the Court to which they ihall be re- 
turnable, who is not a party, and be 
iigned by the Clerk of fuch Court. 

VI. All the laws which have here- 
tofore been adopted, ufed, and ap- 
proved in the Province, Colony, or 
State of MafTachufetts-Bay, and 
ufually practifed on in the Courts 
of Law, ihall Hill .remain and 
be in full force, until altered or re- 
pealed by the Legiflature ; fuch 
parts only excepted as are repugnant 
to the rights and liberties contained 
in this Conflitution. 

V1L. The privilege and benefit of 
the writ of Habeas Corpus fhall be 
enjoyed in this Commonwealth in 
the moft free, eafy, cheap, expediti- 
ous, and ample manner; and ihall 
jiot be fufpended by the Legiflature, 
except upon the molt urgent and 
preifing occafions, and for a limited 
time, no? exceeding twelve months.' 

VIII. The enacting ftile, in mak- 
ing and pafling all acts, ftatutes, and 
laws, ihall be — " Be it enacted by 
«he Senate and Houfe of Reprefen- 
jatives i n General Court aflembled, 
and by the authority of the fame." 

IX. To the end there may be no 
failure of juftice or danger arife to 
the Commonwealth from a change 
of the form of Government — all of- 
ficers, civil and military, holding 
Commiffions under the Government 
and people of Ma£achufetts*Bay in 
New England, and all other officers 
of the faid Government and people, 
at the time this Conflitution ihall 
take effect, ihall have, hold, ufe, 
exercife, and enjoy all the powers 
and authority to them granted or 
Committed, until other perfons ihall 
be appointed in their ilead : and all 
Courts of Law fhall proceed in the 



execution of the bufinefs of their re- 
fpective departments ; and all the 
executive and legislative officers, bo- 
dies, and powers ihall continue ia 
full force, in the enjoyment and ex, 
ercife of all their trufts, employ- 
ments^ and authority,, until the Ge- 
neral Court and the fupreme and ex- 
ecutive officers under this Qonflitu- 
tion arc defignated and -inverted with' 
their refpective trufts, powers, and 
authority. 

X. In order the more effectually 
to adhere to the principles of the 
Conflitution, and to correct thofe 
violations which by any means may 
be made therein, as well as to form 
fuch alterations as from experience 
ihall be found necefTary — the Gene-t 
ral Court which fhall be in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feveft 
hundred and ninety-five, ihall ifTue 
precepts to the Selectmen of the fe^ 
-veral towns, and to the aneflbrs of 
the unincorporated plantations, di- 
recting them to convene the quali- 
fied voters of their refpective towns 
and plantations for the purpofe of 
collecting their fentiments on the 
neceffity or expediency of revifing 
the Conflitution, in order to amend- 
ments. 

And If it fhall appear by the re- 
turns made, that two-thirds of the 
qualified voters throughout the State, 
who ihall afTemble and vote in con- 
fequence of the faid precepts, are irt 
favour of fuch revifion or amend- 
ment, the General Court ihall ifTue 
precepts, or direct them to be ifTued 
from the Secretary's office to the fe- 
veral towns to elect Delegates to* 
meet in Convention for the purpofe 
aforefaid. 

The faid Delegates to be chofert 
in the fame manner and proportion 
as their Reprefentatives in the fe- 
cond branch of the Legiflature are 
by this Conflitution to be chofen. 
• XL This form of Government 
fhall be enrolled on parchment, and 
depofited in the Secretary's office* 

and 



Digitized by 



Googk 



r 



C 222 ) 



and be a part of the laws of the 
land — and printed copies thereof 
lhall b? prefixed to the book con- 
taining the laws of this Common- 
wealth, in all future editions of the 
faid laws. 

James Bowdoin, Prefident. 
£tteft. 

Samuel Barrett, Secretary. 
Jn Convention, 

March 2, 1780, 
Refolved, That this Convention 
be adjourned to the firft Wednefday 
in June next, to meet at Bofton ; 
and that eighteen hundred copies of 
the Form of Government which 
lhall be agreed upon be printed; 
and, including fuch as lhall be or- 
dered to each Member of the Con- 
vention, be fent to the Selectmen of 
each town and the Committees of 
each plantation, under the direction 
of a Committee to he appointed for 
the purpofe ; and that they be re- 
conciled, as foon as may be, to lay 
them before the inhabitants of their 
refpective towns and plantatigns, 
And if the major part of the inha- 
bitants of the faid towns and planta- 
tions difapprove of any particular 
part cf the iame ? that they be dcf:rcd 
to irate their obi eel ions diilinctly, 
and the realbns therefor; and the 
Selectmen and Committees aforefaid 
are defircd ro tranfmit the fame to 
the Secretary of the Convention on 
the firft Wednefday in June, or if 
may be, on the hit Wednefday in 
May* in order to kis laying the lame 
before a Committee to be appointed 
for the purpoic of examining and 
arranging them for the rcvinon and 
confideration of the Convention at 
the adjournment ; with the number 
of voters in the faid town and plan- 
tation meetings, on each fide of 
every queftion ; in order that the 
faid Convention, at the adjourn- 
ment, may collect the general fenfe 
cf their Conftituents on the feveral 
J>arts. of the propoied Conltirution : 
and if there doth not appear to be 



two-thirds of their conftituents in 
favour thereof, that the Convention 
may alter it in fuch a manner as that 
it may be agreeable to the fenti- 
ments of two-thirds of the voters 
throughout the State. 

Refolved, That it be recommend- 
ed to thp inhabitants of the feveral 
towns and plantations in this State, 
to empower their Delegates at the 
next Seffion of this Convention, to 
agree upon a time when this Form 
of Government lhall take place, 
without returning the fame again to 
the people : provided that two- 
thirds of the male inhabitants of the 
age of twenty-one years and up- 
wards, voting in the feveral town 
and plantation meetings lhall agree 
to the fame, or the Convention mall 
conform it to the fentimentsof two-r 
thirds of the people as aforefaid. 

Refolved, That the towns and 
plantations through this State have 
a right to choofe other Delegates, 
inftead of the prefent Members, to 
meet in Convention on the firft Wed^ 
nefday in June next, if they fee fit. 

A true copy, 
Atteft. Samuel Barrett, Sec. 



Bofiettt June 15. On Friday laft 
the Convention for framing a new 
conftitution of civil Government for 
this ftate was -diflblved, having com- 
pleated that important, bulinefs. The 
form of government fent out to the 
people in March laft, having met 
with the approbation of more than 
two-thirds of the perlbns voting 
the»eon, was declared to be the con- 
ftitution of the Commonwealth of 
Maftachufctts; and the laft Wednef- 
day in October next aiTigned for the 
fame to take place and be in force. 

Same day arrived here a prize 
brig, late commanded by Capt. Wil- 
liam Deblcis, of this town, laden 
with naval ftores, bound from Geor- 
gia to Antigua. She was taken by 
the Miffrin and Waihington priva- 
teer*. 

The 
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The enemy have loft at the Nova 
Scotia more the winter paft, five Bri- 
tish floops of war, viz. the North of 
20 guns, the Falcon of 18, the 
Santelinaof 18, the Gage of iz, and 
a brig of 16, name unknown. The 
crews of the two firft all perifhed. 

Fijb-kill, June 15. In the night 
between the 6th and 7th inftant, the 
enemy crofted from Staten Ifland to 
Elizabeth-town Point, from whence 
they proceeded to the town, where 
they amufed themfelves a-while with 
difperfing Jemmy Rivington's new 
hand-bill, about the furrender of 
Charles-town, which they fowed 
plentifully in the ftreets : having fuc- 
cefsfull; , and without oppofition per- 
formedthis importaut fervice, they, 
on the 7th, advanced four miles to 
Connecticut Farms, where they, mofl 
heroically, burned the Prcfbyterian 
church, and about thirteen other 
houfes, and murdered the lady of the 
Rev. Mr. Caldwell : not fatisfied 
with the laurels they might reap from 
fuch glorious exploits, they hoped to 
add to them, could they perform 
fimilar feats at Springfield, towards 
which they bent their courfe ; for 
the gallant Maxwell, with an hand- 
ful of continental troops, and a few 
militia, haftily collected, met them 
at the bridge near the town, and re- 
pulfed them. Intelligence of their 
excurflon having reached Morris- 
town, that party of our army which 
was ported there, was ordered to 
Springfield, and the militia of New- 
Jerfey collected with the alacrity and 
fpirit for which they are juttly fa- 
mous, to chaflife the invaders of 
of their country. Their patriotic 
efforts were not in vain, for the ene- 
my fuftered much from their well di- 
rected fire. A heavy rain in the 
night gave the nefarious " Rac- 
coons" an opportunity of fecuring 
themfelves, which they did by re- 
treating to Elizabeth-town point, 
and taking pofleffion of our old en- 
trenchments, where they remained 



on Saturday laft, when oar Iatelt irt- 
formation came from that quarter. 
It is faid the enemy's number at firit 
was 5000, and that they have fince 
encreafed it to 7000, by reinforce- 
ments from New-York and Staten* 
Ifland ; they were commanded by 
Generals Knyphaufen and Tryon, 
and Mr. Robertfon, the titular Go- 
vernor of New-York. - We cannot 
afcertain the lofs on either fide, as 
both have confined themfelves to 
fkirmifhing, but am informed the 
Britifh General Stirling is very bad- 
ly, if not mortally, wounded ; and 
lafl Friday evening we were in pof- 
fefiion of about 40 prifoners and a 
number of deferters ; among the lat- 
ter are faid to be fix Heflian light- 
horfe, well mounted and completely 
equipped. 

It is fuppofed the enemy's inten- 
tions were to deftroy Morris-town, 
and fpread defolation through that 
part of the country ; buDa kind Pro- 
vidence, and the vigorous exertions 
of our brave men, have prevented it. 
Philadelphia* June 1 7. Since 
our lafl have arrived here eleven 
► prizes, viz. eight taken bytheComct, 
and a brig, fchooner, and floop, re- 
taken from the picaroons that haver 
been fome time paft cruizing in the 
bay of Delaware and Chefapeak. 

The fubfeription fecurities to the 
Philadelphia Bank amounted, yef- 
terday, to upwards of two hundred 
and feventy thonfand pounds, hard 
money ; and fo great and general is 
the degree of public fpirit, at this- 
time, that there is no doubt but 
twice threehundred thoufand pounds 
(die fum propofed) would be fub- 
icribed, if wanted. 

Fijh-KilU June 22. Laft Tues- 
day feveral Britifh vefTels made their 
appearance in Haverftraw-Bay, and 
the next day fell down the river 
again, fince which we have heard no 
more of them- 

FiJh-KilU June 29, Laft week 
about ninety fail of great and fmall 
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veflels appeared in the North River, 
nearly oppofite Colonel Phillips's : 
from hence it was concluded that 
Sir Harry intended to attack Weft 
Point ; in confequence of which the 
militia in this county was called out, 
who appeared at their refpeclive 
places of rendezvous with great alert- 
nefs. We have fince heard thatmoft 
of the veflels have fallen down the 
river. 'Tis thought this manoeuvre 
was made in order to facilitate their 
burning plan in New-Jerfey. Tho* 
they burnt the fmall town of Spring- 
field, they paid dearly for it, having 
loft in killed and wounded, by the 
heft accounts we can collect, from 
£vc hundred to feven hundred. 

Extras of a letter from Wefichefter 
County , June 17. 
- " I returned from over the river 
tQ-day; it was confidently told me, 
that Sir Henry Clinton was at Eail 
Chefter, that moll of the Britifh 
army were moving that way, that an 
incurfion into Connecticut was gene- 
rally fuppofed, and that great part 
of the fleet were ordered up the 
Sound. 

" I was this morning oppofite the 
fleet at Phillips's ; it confided of one 
floop of war, armed fnow, eleven 
fquare rigged tranfports and twenty 
fmall veflels ; the other part of a 
fltet were making the beft of their 
way to New- York. A number of 
the enemy are at Phillips's ; their 
pkquet guard extends two miles, 
near Abraham Vaneurt's." 

Bofioiiy July 6. The ever memo- 
rable 4th of July, the anniverfary of 
American Independence, was cele- 
brated here with every demonftration 
* of joy fuitable to the occafion. A 
detachment from the militia of this 
town, under the command of Col. 
Proftor — the Independent Company 
commanded by Capt. Gawey Brown 
and the company of" Artillery, com- 
manded by Major Miller, paraded 
in State-ftreet, where thirteen cannon 



were discharged by the Artillery com- 
pany. A grand feu de joy was alfo 
given from the cannon at the caftle, 
and the fortrefs on Forthill, and from 
the continental fhips and other armed 
veflels in the harbour. The Council^ 
of this State, and a large number of 
fefpectable gentlemen of all orders, 
aflembled in the Council-chamber, 
where after mutual congratulations, 
the following toafts were drank : 

The United States of America. His 
Moft ChrifHan Majefty. His Catholic 
Majefty, — Gen. Washington and the 
army. Succefs to the arms of Prance 
and the United States.— The fpeedy 
and total overthrow of Bfitifli power 
in America.— Perpetual union, found- 
ed on mutual intereft, between France 
and the United States.— May Ame- 
rican Independency be as lalUng as 
time. — A,happy eftablifhment of the 
new form of government in the State 
of Maflachufetts — Energy and vigour 
to the new government. — Liberty 
and happinefs to all mankind. 

The joy upon this glorious anni~ 
verfary of the birth-day of our na- 
tion was univerfal. 

The constitution of government 
lately eftablifhed by the inhabitants 
of this State, has been read and ad- 
mired, byfome of the belt judges in 
other States. It is indeed worth de- 
fending, that it may be- enjoyed by 
ourfelves, and committed to our de- 
fendants 
Exit aft of a letter from a gentleman in 

Philadelphia) dated June \b> 1780. 

" The furrender of Charles-town 
feems to be more than compenfated 
by the noble enthuflafm that has at 
once taken pofleflion of this city, and ' 
as rapidly diffufing itfelf through all 
parts of the State. May it ftill 
fpread, till it creates or meets the 
fame fpirit through all the States. 
The change is indeed wonderful. 
Private concerns feem now to be 
forgotten, and nothing is talked of * 
but the public caufe, in which all 
private intereft is involved,- and thofe 
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public exertions for which" our couiir 
try fo loudly calls upon us at the pre- 
sent important qxiiis- This spirit 
does not . content itfelf with words 
and empty declamation. Jt burfts 
forth in the moil generous a&s of 
public afFeclioh. Our merchants 
and citizens are as' warm as they are 
united in their efforts for the common 
fafety, Large and generous i\ib- 
fcriptions are already made for the 
public ^exigencies. Among other 
brilliant eifccls of this noble warmth, 
which form, an happy omen for our 
country, the ladies here have opened 
a fubfcription for theencouragement 
6f the army, in addition to the /up- 
port allowed tbofe brave men by the 
States. It is not meant to be heavy 
to individuals, though mould it take 
through the States* fo' many, fair 
hands and tender bofoms muft pro- 
duce a confiderable gratuity ; a gra- 
tuity that mull be particularly ani- 
mating to the foldier, and the more 
fo, as the plan is,* that it fhoiridgo 
to the army through the hands of the 
amiable lady of General Washington* 
I own myfelf highly enraptured with 
this plan, and the progrefs it makes 
here. Beauty and valour were formed 
to unite. Nothing can. mpre infpire 
a foldier than a token of eilimation. 
from the fair ; and furely the man 
defeivps thi9 who defends his coun- 
try, and projtetftfr them in the, poiTef- ' 
fion of -every domeflk endearment, 
I am confident your Hate, will riot be 
behind pufs> in. this and eyery other ■, 
inflance c»f publk virtue*. Should it 
*yer happen, even your former 'glo- 
rious deeds would ftiame you." - 

Bofton^Jvty 10* Importunity ha* 
prevailed on a., gentleman ;to favour 
us with a tranfcript of the following 
extremely candid and impartial, de- 
tail of the fevere conflict, between 
the continent! frigate Trumbull, 
comman4ed by the gallant Captain 
Nicholfon, and a thirty-fix gim fhip ; 
from Liverpool, in England ; which 
we -cannot avoid prefenting to our 
readers : 
Vol. X, 



Extras •f-aAttur from the Gfjsmandi. 

ing 'CfycerofjheTruniBufl'frtgaie, , 
to a gentleman in Providence, dated 
Bofto* r June 20/ ,i ^Sp. , \ 
<( At half'pag ten in the morning: 
of June 2d/lat.73c. N. long. 64. W. 
We difcoverYd.a fail from, the mall, 
head, and. immediately &mded all 
our fails, in,<bro?er u keep ourfelves, 
undifcoyered until ihe came nearer, 
to us, me .being. to 'windwardj"at 
eleven w^ made her, -to be* a large Ihip 
from the deck, joining . down about 
three points upon our quarter : at- 
half jpaH eleven we thought fiie hauled 
a point more a-ftexn of us, we there- t 
fore made fail/ and hauled npon'ak 
wind towards her, upon, which ihe, 
came right idow.n upon our beams ; ! 
we them took in all our fmajl fails, '» 
hauled tlie.courfes up, hove the main- 
top r fail to the n^aft, got all clear for 
action, and waited, former.' , At half 
pail eleven we filled, the mam-top 
(the /hip bemg then aoout jgtrn-fliot; 
to windward of u.s) in order to try 
her failing ; alfo,- that o,y her haul-, 
ing up after as, we might have an 
opportunity x>t dxfeovering her brosfd;- 
lide; (he immediately got her main, 
taclc out, and flood after us ; we then 
obferved Ihe had thirteen ports of a 
fide exclufive of her briddle ports, 
and eight or ten. on her quarter deck 
and forecaftle ; ; after a very fhort, ex- 
hortation fa my people^ they motf' 
chearfully agpeed to fight her; at 
twelve we found- we greatly outfailed 
her, .and? gQt to. windward 0/ her,, 
we therefore determined tq fake- that 
advantage. Upon her obferving our 
intentipn T fliee^ged away, fired three, 
foot at ws, and hoiiled Britim.colbuVs, 
as a challenge ; * we immediately wore 
after her, and hoiiled British colours 
arfo. This we did in order to get 
peaceably alongfide of her, upon 
which (he made us a private £gnal, 
and upon our not anlwerihg it, fhe , 

faye us the firfl broadfide, we then 
eing under Britifh colours, and 
about one hundred yards dLflant. 
We immediately hoiiled the Conti- 
G g nental 
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xnental ebl6ufs, and returned her a 
hroadfidt, then about eighty yard* 
diftance; when a furious and clofe 
aAion commented, and Continued 
for five glaifes, no time of which we 
were more than eighty yards afunder, 
aftd the greater part not above fifty ; . 
atcme time ouryard-armi were almoft 
enlocked. She" fet w twice on fire,* 
with her wads, as we did her once : 
me had difficulty ii extihguifemfc 
hfcr's, being obliged f6 cut all her 
larboard chatter ftett&ij? away. At 
t&e expirattoh of the above thne, my , 
Mt Lieutenant (after confuting and' 
•freeing wkh tile ftcotid) came afo 
tGifle, amt defired I woiild obferw 
the fituajion of ourmafts aho/rigging. 
which were going oyer the &k r 
thererbre, begged I would qnio her 
before that happened, otherwife we 
fhouW certainly be taken. I there- 
roretnoft unwillingly left her, by 
fandirg on the fame cbur(e we en- 
gaged ©a ; I fay unwiffirigly, as I 
afo 1 confident if our maffs would have 
admitted of our laying half an* hour 
longer aiongfide of her, me would 
have ftruck to us, her fere having al- 
moft ceafed, and her pump* both 
going. Upon our going a-headof 
ner, fhe Aeered about four point* 
away from us, Whert- about mufquet 
GXoz afunder, we loft our mam and 
njizen top-maft, and m fpite of all 
our efforts we continued* lofing oar 
-malls,- until we had not one left but 
the forernaft, and that very badly j 
wounded axld'fprurtg. Before night 
(hut in, we faw her Iqfe her main- 
top-tmaft : J was in hopes, whenfteft 
her, of being able to renew the zx>t 
don, after Securing my mad; bur 
% upon enquiry^ found fo many of my 
pVopte killed and wounded,* and 'my 
&\p {p' much. a/ wreck in her.mafts 
a*id rigging, that it was impoffifcle. 
We loft eight killed, and thirty-one 
wounded ; among# the former was 
one lieutenant, one midflxipman, one 
itrjeaxit of marines, and one quarter 
gunner : amongft' the latter was- one 



lieutenant fiftce dcac*^ &e captain of 
marines, the purfer, the boatfwain, 
two midfhipmen, the cockfwain, and 
my e£rk r the reft were common-' 
men, nine of which y in the whole, 
are fince dead. No people mewed 
more true fpirjt and gallantry than 
mine did ; I had but one hundred 
and ninety-nine men when the aclioir 
commenced; almoft the whole of 
which,- exduftve of the omceftt, were 
gtetn country lads, many of thenr 
nofrclea/ of their fea^fickntefsy and I 
zxft well perfttfcted they fu#ered more 
iti feeing the maib carried awayy tfcaa 
they did in the engagement. 

*' We pkanfy pefcceive&'the enemy 
tftfrow iomhy 6* hk-raefr overboard in* 
the a&ton; two in particular, which 
were not o/iite dead : from the fre- 
quent cries of he* wounded,' a?nd the 
appearance of his hull, I am con- 
vinced he mull have loft many more 
men than we did; and fufferedmore it*- 
hw huIL Qur damage was moft re- 
markable and unfortunate, in our 
mails and rigging, which I mail 
again fay, alone faved him ; for the 
lafl half ho«r of the adlion, I mo- 
mently expected to fee his colours 
down ; but an* of opinion he perfe- 
vered from the appeawuice of our 
malts. 

*** You* wilt, perhaps, conclude 
rronvthe above,- that fhe was a Bri- 
teiby matf of war, but I beg leave to 
allure you* that it was not then, nor 
itf it now my opinion ; me appeared • 
td me like % French Eaft-In&ainan- 
cut down; fhe foughefrgreaternum* 
bet of marines, and' more :tnen in her " 
tops than^we did : the whole of which 
we either killed or drove below; flie, 
difmounted two of our guns> and 
ftlenced two more ; flie fooght fcur or 
frx and thirty twelve pounder* ; we 
fought- twenty-four, twelve aad Ax 
fi*es.' I beg leave to a/Jure yo*v that 
let her be what fhe would, either 
letter of marque, or privateer, Tgiv«f 
you my honour, that was I to have 
my^choice to*merrQw> I would fooner 
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•fight any two-and-thirty gun frigate 
they have on the coaft of America, 
than to fight tjiat ihip over again ; 
#iot that I mean to degrade the 1 Bri- 
*ifh men of war, far be it from me, 
triit I thinfc fhe was more formidable 
and was better manned than they are 
in general, 

'* Thus, Sir, agreeable to your 
defire, I have given you a rough, but 
as minute, and as exaft an account 
of the attion, as my memory witl 
*llow of, without exaggerating, or 
detracting in the leaft'. nor would I 
have you conclude otherwife, than 
xhat I was not able to take the ftip I 
■engaged ; as to tfce opinion of the 
jworld in generaj, J defvre to thank 
.God, I have lived long enough in 
it, to give myfelf but little concern 
*bout it ; in my own coafcience, and 
to my officers and crew, who were 
the beflt Judges, I jiave acquitted my- 
jfelf with reputation to my country ; 
and I flatter myfe^ when you and 
rvery* unprejudiced perfbn cpnfiders 
any fituation, tjiey will be of the 
jfame opinion, 

u You' have my confent, Sir, to 
make what ufe you pleafe of this, 
you'll obferve it is very incorrect, as 
it was intended only for your own 
perufal and fatkfa&ion. 
* J remain, Sir, with refpecl, 
Your moil obedient, 
Humble Servant. 
Mr. E. P. J. N. 

A few days ago a detaebnxent frorti 
the troops under Qch. Wadfworth, 
w,ent up JPenobfcot River* (having 
pa/Ted the fort re whale boats in the 
jiight) and took two (loops, which 
had been weighing up (bme of the 
cannon lately belonging to our pri- 
vateers, which were burnt there. — 
*They had got eight cannon on board, 
and were coming down tl>e river, lit- 
tle expecting to be conducted by our 
people ; but Captain Mowat had the 
mortification to fee them pafling down 
by the fort (out of his reach however) 
in triumpb— they fired at the fort to 



vex the enemy, and g& /afe aw*y. 
Mowat followed them to Campden ; 
but Gen. Wadfworth having drawa 
up his men, and made a, breaft-work 
to frighten the enemy, he and his 
fjiip were obliged, t^ march back 
again ; and we are in full pofleiHon 
of the ve/Tels, which were intended 
4tpinveftourcoafc. Gen. Wadfworth 
has takea forty prifoners, including 
the men who were on board thefe 
yeflels* 

A few days fince the Flora, a Bri- 
tiftx frigate, of thirty-two guns, funjc 
at Rhode 1/land fome time fince by 
the enemy, was weighed; the effects 
found on board her are of great value. 

— . - ■ 

pxtraSs from tbf Journals of Qon- 
gnfi* Weinefday % May 3, 1780 
" Refolved, That until the far- 
ther order of Congrefs, the Deputy- 
paymafters-generaT, under the Pay- 
mailer general of the armies of the 
United States, be allowed at the 
ra;e of eight tenths per cejit, on the 
monies which they may" pay out re- 
fpeftively to the army$ and that 
this Commiifion have retrofpect to 
the commence from the 29th day of 
May, J779, when the pay-office was 
laft regulated ; that tne faid allow- 
ance be in full payment for the fer- 
vices of themftlves and afliftants, 
and in full compenfation of ajl ex- 
pencesexcept one ration a day each , 
while at camp, for tkemfelves and 
afliftants." 

In COJC^RP^S, Jungty I73o, 
" Whereas it is reprefented to 
Congrefs, ?.nd by authentic evidence 
laid before ;hem it. appears, that the 
people inhabiting the diilrict or 
county commonly known by the 
name of the New Hampfhire Grants, * 
and claiming to be an independent 
State, have, notwithftanding the 
xefolutions of Congrefs, of the 24th 
of September, and 2d of October, 
proceeded, as a feparate Govera- 
ment, %o make grants of lands and 
fales of efhtes by them declared for- 
Gg 2 felted 
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feited .and cdnfifqated f and have 
alfo, in divjtrs Jnftances, exercifed 
civil and military authority over the 
perfons and effects of Tundry inhabi- 
tants within the faid diftricls, who 
profefs themfelves to be citizens of, 
t and to owe allegiance tp'the State of 
New- York ; - 

" Refolved, That t]je % a£ls an" 
proceedings of the people*, inhabit- 
ing the faid diftricl, and claiming to 
be an independent State asaforefaid, 
in contravening the good intentions 
of the faid refolutions of the 24th 
pf September, and 2d of Oftober 
laft, are highly unwarrantable and 
fubverfive of the peace and welfare 
of the United States. 

'* That the people inhabiting the 
faid diftrift, and claiming jo bp an 
independent State as aforefaid, be, 
and they hereby are ftriftly required 
to forbear and atjftain from all afts 
of authority, civil or military, over the ' 
inhabitants of any town or diftrift, 
who hold themfelves to be fubjecls 
of, and to owe allegiance to, any df 
the States claiming the jurifdiciion 
of the faid territory, in whole or in 
part, until the decifions and deter- 
minations in the refolutions afore- 
mentioned mall be made. 

'" , And whereas, the States of 
New Hampmire~ and New York, 
have complied with the faid refolu- 
tions, of the 34-th of September, and 
2d Of Odlober laft, and by their 
Agents and Delegates in Congrefs, 
declared themfelves ready to pro- 
ceed in fupportine; their refpeftive 
rights, to the jurifriiftion cf the dif- 
tridl aforefaid, in whole or in part, 
according to their fcvcral claims, 
and in the mode preferred in the 
faid refolutions : and whereas Con- 
grefs, by their order of the 21ft of 
^larch laft, did pdftpone the -cdfifi- 
deration of the faid refolutions, nine 
States, exclufive of thofe who were 
parties to the queftion, not being 
Reprefented ; and by their orders of 



jtKe 17 th of May laft, have directed 
that letters be written to the States 
not reprefented, requeuing them im- 
mediately to fend forward a repre- 
sentation : - 

(t Refolved, That Congrefs will, 
as foon as nine States, exclufive 0/ 
tftpfe who are parties to the contro- 
verfy, fhall be reprefented, proceed 
to hear and examine into, and 
finally determine the difputes an& 
differences relative to jurifejiction be- 
tween the three §tates of New 
Hampfhire, Maffachufetts Bay, and 
New York, refpeftively, or fuch of 
them as fhall have palled fuch laws 
as are mentioned' in "the faid refolu- 
tions, of the 24th day of September, 
and 2d of October laft," on the one 
part," and the people of &e diftritt 
aforefaid, who claim to fee a' feparatfe 
jurifdiclion, on the other, in the 
mode prefcribed in and by the faid 
refolutions. ■ ■» , . ,. 

Extrad from the minutes, 

Charles Thomson, Secv 



From . the Pennfylvania Gaxttte of 

In free flates ■ every good citizen 
coitfders the pu&lic intereft as his 
own. While the times admit of 
tranquility and eafe, the manage- 
ment of public affairs is' left wholly 
to the magiftrate. A jealoufy of 
pow*r, natural in all democrarical 
governments, confines his authority 
within narrow limits. Tne confe* 
quence is ? that a degree of remiffnefs 
is often fourid in them, on occafions 
when greater than 'the ordinary ex- 
ertions would be laudable, but when 
the greateft are not : indifpenfibly nc ? 
cefTary. The inconvenience how- 
ever, is abundantly cbmpenfated by 
fuperiar advantages. 'Let critical 
emergencies rife, and the.fpirit of a 
republic rifes along with them* \ In- 
dividuals obey the calls of Govern- 
ment ; and Government gives th% 
moft inviting encouragement tp 
-, ■ . ^ ■-»■■ tfrc 
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the aims and efforts of individuals. 
The powerful energy is diffufed 
through the .people, and the moft 
vigorous and decifive meafures are 
the refuk of the pervading and ani- 
mating influence. Every member of 
the body politic is roufed into action; 
and enterprizes are formed and car- 
ried into fuccefsful execution, which, 
at any other period, would prove the 
.offspring of inconfiderate temerity. 

In the courfc of this war, which 
we have been obliged to maintain 
againft the pride, the infolence, and 
the tyranny of Great-Britain, thefe 
obfervations l^ave been verified by 
experience. Forgiving and unfufpi- 
cious, we have iuffered our refent- 
inents to cool, and our fpirit of en- 
terprize to languilh, whenever the 
pbjeels of our refentment have been 
removed, and our apprehenfions of 
danger have begun to fubfide. But 
when danger has returned, and a 
free people have been furnmoned tp 
exertion, the fpirit of a free people 
has been far from deferring us. 

Many late inftances inTennfylva- 
nia evince, "that this laudable and ge- 
nerous difpofition governs the con- 
duct of her citizens. Our political 
differences vanilh. We drop them 
with chearfulnefs, when we are call- 
ed to affift in the decifion of a ques- 
tion, which muft be previoufly de- 
termined in our favour, in order to 
enjoy an opportunity of difcuifing 
;hem. - 

It will be agreeable to your patrio- 
tic readers to be inform of the plan 
of the Bank eftablifhed in this State, 
in order to raife fupplies for the con- 
tinental troops ; thofe troops, who, 
regulated by the command, and fti- 
mulated by the example of one of the 
brigheft ornaments of humanity, have 
ileferved' fo well the gratitude and 
the afliftance of every one that feels 
himfelf interefted in the caufi? of the 
United States, of freedom, and of 
inankind ! ? ■'' ^ • 



The Plan ofth Bank of Pennfyfaama* 
eft ahlijhed for fuf flying the army of 
the United States ivith protvifions* 
A number of gentlemen are to give 
their bonds to the Directors of the 
Bank, in fuch fums as each fhaH 
think proper, binding himfelf for the 
payment thereof, if it (rjall become 
neceftary, in order to fulfil the en- 
gagements and difcharge the notes* or 
contracts of the Bank. 

Thefe fecurities mail be extended 
to the fum of three hundred thoafand 
pounds, Pennfylvania currency, in 
fpecie, at the rate of feven millings 
and fixpence for a Spanifh dollar. 

Two Directors (hall be chofen bf 
the fureties to conduft the bufinefs of 
the Bank, with fuch afliftants or 
clerks, as upon experience may be 
found neceftary. The Directors (hall 
provide a propef place for their 
counting-houfe, books, notes, fta- 
tionary, &c. They are to keep full 
and fair accounts of all their tran fac- 
tions, crediting every perfon's ac- 
count for money received from him, 
and charging each proper account 
for the monies paid. They are au<- 
thorized to borrow money on 'the 
credit of the Bank, for fix months 1 , 
or any fhorter period ; and to grant 
fpecial notes, bearing intereft at the 
rate of fix per cent, per annum, to 
the lenders of the fums borrowed. 
The)', are to keep a fair and regular 
cafh account, which muft be fettled 
every night; and one or both muft 
count the balance, and fee that it is 
in their cheft. They muft keep an 
exaft regifter of all the notes they 
iffue, fo. as to afcertain every night 
the demands to come againft them 
the next day. They are to receive 
from Congrefs, fuch fums as they 
may, from time to time, allot for the 
reimburfement of the Bank. But 
when this fource and fums occafion-, 
ally borrowed on intereft aforefaid, 
do not afford a fufficient fupply, the 
Direclors axe authorized to demand 
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9p4 receive from every fubferiber of 
a general loan to the Bank, iuch 
part of hb fubfeription as may be 
tteceiTary to make exact payment ; 
granting to each of the faid fub- 
fcribers a note, bearing interefl as 
aforefaid, for the Aim received from 
&m. 

All monies borrowed and received 
from Congrefs, by the Directors, 
ftall be applied to the fole purpofes 
6f purchasing provifions and ram for 
Ifce ufe of the Continental army ; of 
trairfporttng them to camp, to be 
delivered to the order of his ExceU 
'Jency the Commander in Chief, or 
ef the Bpard of War j and of dif- 
cftarging their notes and the expence 
«f conducting the bufinefs. And 
»o part af the faid monies, or of the 
9Q&* Xq fee iflued by t}ie faid Direc- 
tor ffcalj, by them, or any perfon 
jycting jar or on behalf of the Bank, 
'he applied to any other \rfe or ufes, 
pvrpofe or purpofes whatfoever. 
Neither fhall they borrow more 
money, or ifTue mcrenotes, than fhall 
he found abfolutely necefTary for the 
afcrefaid purpofes. 

The fureties for the Bank fhall 
ffcoofe a Faftor, who fhall have the 
entire management of the purchafes, 
sjnd. on whpfe order, the Directors 
are to pay, in money or notes, fucli 
fums, from time to time, as Jie may 
<&raw for. 

The draughts will require imme- 
jdiate fupply, and therefore it is ne- 
<eeilary tli-at the fubfeibers to the ge- 
neral loan pay ten per cent, on their 
^bfaiption*, within eight days after 
«he date thereof. Thi* will create a 
fund Co begin with. It muft be the 
confkarit aim both of the Directors 
in paying* an 4 of the Factor in his 
contracts, to pafs as. many notes in 
payment as poflible, until Congrefs 
can reimburse the Bank : and when 
that fhall happen,, the notes that 
ftalf be out mail be called in, and 
paid off; the entire accounts fhall be 
Jbade up and fettled with Congrefs j 



an4 the bonds of the Sureties fhatf 
be delivered up Or cancelled. 

The Directors fhall execute inftru- 
ments of writing, binding their 
whole cftates for the faithftf per r 
formance'of their duties ; which in- 
ftruments, and the bonds of the Sure r 
ties fhall be recorded in the Recor- 
derVoffice, for the county of Phila r 
delphia, and fhall be depofited in 
the hands of the Board of Infpectors 
hereafter mentioned. The Board of 
Infpectors mail conftft of five per r 
fons, to be chofen by the Sureties. 
This Board fhall hold tfce bonds of 
the Sureties fafely in their pofTeffion* 
until the bufinefs be finifhed and 
fettled ; or in cafe of default, until 
fuits feall be brought aijd recovery 
had thereupon. 

The Board of Tufpecltors, or any 
three of them, fhall have free acceij 
at all feafonable hours to the books 
and papers of the Bank, and of the 
Factor, or peribns employed under 
hint or them. They may enquire 
into the manner of managing the 
bufinefs ; and may give then*, advice 
and opinion whenever they pleaie; 
and if they think it necefTary or pro- 
per, may call a general meeting ojf 
the Sureties, in order to lay the pro- 
ceedings before them, x» ajk their 
advice, or to propofe new regula- 
tions, a change of officers, pr any 
other matter or thing they fhall 
judge fit. 

The Factor is authorised to hire a 
convenient ftore for his bufinefs, and 
to employ fuch Agents ? Clerks, and 
Afliftants, as, by experience, may 
be found necefTary. He fhall pro- 
ceed with alt poflible difpatch, to 
purchafe, on the mofr. reafonable 
terms, flour, beef, and pork, qf 
found good quality, ai>d in fuclj 
quantities of each article as may be 
regulated by the Board of War, un- 
til he procure in the vhole th^eei 
millions of rations, or as moch there- 
of as he can, and three hundred hog- 
fiieads'of rum. £Ie fhall, as expedi- 
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fibufly as pofilble, femi the articles 
afrovemenfloned, in fufficient q»an- 
, tities to 'make a load* to Trenton, 
to tke care and direction of 
who fhall receive and forward the 
fame to camp, and there deliver 
tfhem to the order of the Commander 
in Chief, or of the Board of War. 
The Factor' fupplying them with 
money or notes to pay the cftarges 
irln>rg oft fuch" receipt of tram^or- 
tation. * 

r Tfie Factor is authored to draw 
Ch tfie Dir&ftbVs for fpecje,~ ?enn- 
fyivairialtate* ffioTSey, ox Continental 
nioftey, as occafton may require ; he 
aM the/ always taking care to un- 
derffand ffielr ability to honour fuch 
draughts'. 

He'ihalf provide his ftore with rfcm, 
ingar, coffee, fait, and other goods, 
at the cheapeft whol'efale prices^ to 
Be ford a*t tlfe fame prices to thofe 
Who fupply him with' provifibns, 
iKa"t fo fte'niay* gain a 1 preference of 
tffcat- conTes "to market. It may be 
nfeful in* this refpeor to make it 
known throughout the country, that 
Hfe is enabled to make fuch payments 
as above' defcribed/ 

The Fa&or matt give ; fecurfty to 
the Board of Infpeftorv in the*fum 
of ten thoufand pounds, Pennfylva- 
njan currency, in fpecie, for the 
faithful difcharge of his duty. He 
mall keep fair accounts of aft his 
fcanfactions, and copies of all r his 
ktters; and mall fettle' with the Di* 
reclors as OfKn as they, or the Board 
4f Directors mall think : flV. 
' The Directors, * : Fac"ror, • and ; all 
rierfcns employed under 1 them mall 
Be paid reafcnable compensations for 
their time and- trouble. Bfct as this 
aflbcmidw:is*ibunded oh the prefent 
ptaHic necentties, whk intention to 
reKev* them, as rar as its^objett ex- 
t6nthi none of the fureties,- mb'/cri-' 
berir to tire" general loany inipe&ors, 



the gehtfemen that fhall receive the? 
goods at Trenton, and forward then* 
thence, or other 'gentlemen that ngaf 
give occafional auKrance^ mean to 
derive the leaft pecuniary advantage , 
to themfelves or families from this 
exertionv Yet, as it is hoped and. 
expected that the United States witt 
draw ther moll effential benefits from 
it, h is' juft that Gongrefs fhould 
jrfedge *be faith of the United Statev 
t6 reiiAburftr the whole cott ani 
charges of thisf tranfaclion in reafefl-* 
able time; to give fuch affiftan<» ift' 
the execution as may be in their' 
power, and fuch fecurity as the Boar* 
of Infpedtors may ftipulate with tire** 
(which- the" faid Board are atfthor&eJfr 
to do) for the indemnification of tfcfr 
fureties of the Bank,- and the Gab* 
fcribers to the General Loan 1 .. 

The Inspectors of Bank are,' 

Robert Morris, J. M. NeftfttV 
Blair MtTehachan, Samuel Miles, 
Cadwallader Morris. 

Directors. John Nixon, George 
Clymer. 

Factor. Tench Francis. 

The execution of the- 1 plan/ is ia* 
great forwardnefs. 

- Whereas in the prefent fituatJon df 
public affairs in the United States K 
the great'eff and molt/ vigorous- exer-r 
tibns are feqaired, for the fuccefsfrfe 
management of thejuft and neceiTarr 
war in which- they, are engaged «itfe. 
Great-Britain ; we the fubferiberv' 
dtcjAy imprefled' with the fentiment* 
that on fuch an occafioa; fhoW^gtf* 
verans in tlie wolecnttotroF a war, 
oh the evehVof which oar owfl>f«fcew 
dbm an<fr that of bur pefterity^afrd 
the freedom and independence of th# 
United States are all invohredv ****- 
by feverfllV pledge wr pro pe r ty %k&< 
credit fo*' tfrTTeveral fums fpednei> 
and tneriliSffed after our names, t* ; 
order to fupftart the credit of a Banlfc 
td he eftablifhed for furniiKmgOa ikp*- 



' * • Neither the Dfoectorr-nor Factor now choftlv fepj the fuWcHtfertV ate tbr 
hkvt anjr oompenfation made them- for their ftrvicci. 
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fjy of provisions -for the armies of the 
tfnited States : and we do hereby fe- 
verally promife and engage to execute 
to -the Directors of the faid Bank, 
bonds of the form hereunto annexed. 
Witnefa our hands. tKh 17th day of 
June, in tie year of our Lord, 1780, 

Ptnnfylvania currency? pay- 
. able in gold 6r filvtr. 
Jofeoh Reed *— «* £*2QQo 

William Moore 
Thomas M'Kearc » 
John Lacey. 
James Thompfon 
lohri Hambnght 
Rooert Morris 
iJlair.M'Clenachan 
Jjames Wilfon 
<Jeorge Clymer 
William Bingham 
J. M. Nelbit and Co. 
Richard Peters 
Samuel Meredith: 
James Meafe 

Thomas, Barclay — 5000 

SamuellMorns, jun* — 500a 

John Cox ,• - 500a 

Robert I/. -Hooper, jun. — ' 5000 
HughShlell 
Benjamin G-Eyre 
William Coates 
ijmaruie 1. Eyre 
John Dunlap 
James Budden 
CicLwallader -Morris 
Robert- Brafs , 
Oiywi'Bid'die 
Jyiui Gtii>ion„. . 
Michael -Hillegas 
Ciarle&.fietit , 
John Sditchell - - 
M^ttfjew. liwin 
Thoipas^ Irwin 
Join PiSUp jle-IiaaV ; 
fillip Moore; 
Robert Knox 
Jo/eph Bullock 
J*ohn Ni^Qn 
Francis Guntey 

Y* sham Lewis .■*-*. 2000 




John Meafe . • • . — ^~ 

John Wharton — 

Benjamin Ru(h *^~ — 

T. Lawrence — 
Jofeph Blewer 

John Pringle — — — 
Bunner, Murray, and Co. 

iofeph Carfou — 
latthew Clarkfort 

William Hall -^ 

John Pattort - 

Thomas Leiper ■ " 

Rohert Bridges — * 

B*. Fuller — 

B. Pvandolpft *^-" — - 

Abraham Bickley — 
George Meade and Co. - 

John Benezer — 

John Donaldfori -^~ 

HenryHiJl ,— 

John Morgan «—■ 
John Steinroetz ; 

Samuel Miles m •*- 

Samuel Mifflin " — 

Thomas Mifflirf j — - 

Andrew Hodge -*-< 
Thomas Willing, 

Samuel Lowell *-* 
Charles Thomfon 
Henry Keppele 
Francis C, Haflenclevep - 

Ifaac Melcher — 

Ifaac Moies-- -* : 

John Scaffer — 

Alexander Tod ; ■■' •■" 

John Purviance — 
Kean and Nichols 

John Wilcoclfs — 

Samuel Inglis — • 

Jonathan Penrofe y 
Nathaniel-J?alconer 

James Galdwall — 
Samuel Caldwell 
Samuel Penrofe 
William Tumbril . — 

John Shte ; ■ - -fa- 
Benjamin Davis,. Junr. 
Sharp 'iXelaney 

Samuel Morris ' -*- 

Andrew Doz «^- 
GeTardu* -Clarfcfott 1 

Peter Whitefidc — 
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Andrew Tlobefon 
Abraham Shoemaker 
Tench Francis 



iooo 

2000 

5500 
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The Crisis. No. IX- 
Had America purfued her advan- 
tages with half the fpirit (he refiAed 
her misfortunes, fhe would, before 
now, have been a conquering and a 
peaceful oeople ; but lulled in >the 
Jap of foft tranquility, '{he refted on 
her hopes, and adverfity only has 
convulfed her into aclion. Whether 
fubtilty or fincerity, at ;the clofe of 
the laft year, induced the enemy to 
" an appearance for .peace, is a point 
not material to know ; jt is fufficient 
that we fee the effect it has had on 
our politics, and that we fteroly rife 
to refent the delufion. 

The War, on the;part;of America, 
has been a war of natural feelings. 
'Brave in diftrefs.; ferenc'tirconqueft; 
.drowfy when at reft,; and in every 
fituattongenerouflydrfpofedto peace. 
-A dangerous calm, tand the moft 
•heightened ze*i, have, as circum- 
- fiances varied, fueceeded each other. 
'J&very paffion, but thatof defpak has 
.been called to a tour of duty ; and fo 
•jniftaken 'has been the enemy of our 
abilities and difpofition, that when 
ihe'fuppofbd us conquered, we rofe 
the coaipierors. The extenfiyenefs 
of the United States, and the variety 
of their refources; the univerfality 
of their caufe, the quiet operation of 
their feelirigs f and the. fimilarity of 
their fentiments, have, in every try- 
ing ficuation, produced a fomething, 
ivbich, favoured by Providence, and 
puxfued'- withrardoir^lias aecdmpHfh r 
cd in an inftant the buinefe of a 
campaign. We have nevef delibc* 
rately fought victory,' but fhatched it ; 
and bravely undone in an hour, the 
plotted operations of a?feaibn; 
' The fate of Charles-toWn, likethf 
rnisfortuBes of fevenrjMix,,has at laft 
called forth a fpirit, andimdled u» 
Vol. X. ' 



a flame, which perhaps no other 
event could have .produced. If the 
enesriy .has circulated a falfehood, 
they have imwifely aggravated - ms 
into life, and If they have told us a 
truth, they have unintentionally done 
us a fervke. We were returning 
with folded arms from the fatigues 
of war, and thinking and fitting lei- 
furely down to enjoy repofe. The 
dependencevthat has been put upon 
Charles-town,, threw a orowfinefs 
over America. We looked on the 
bufinefs done — iheconfHft over— rthe 
matter fettled— or that all which re- 
mained unfinifhed would follow of 
itfelf. In this Hate of dangerous re- 
lax, expofed to the poifonous infu- 
fions of thc«nemy, and having no 
common danger to attract our atten- 
tion, we were exiinguiflung by 
ftages the ardour we began with* and 
furreri4erihg by piece-meals the vir- 
tue that defended us. 

Af&icling f as the lofs of Charfes- 
. town may be, yet if it univerfally 
:roufe us from the {lumber of a 
twelve'month paft, and renew in us 
the fpirit of'former days, it will pro- 
duce an advantage more important 
than its lofs. America ever is what 
fhe thinks herfelf to be. Governed 
by fentiment, and acting her own 
mind, fhe becomes as fhe pleafes the 
vi&or or. the vi&jm ? 

It is not the conqueft of towns, 
nor the accidental capture of garri- 
fons, -that can reduce a country fo 
MSXtdnftve as this. The fufferings of 
one part can ever be relieved by the 
exertions of another, and there is no 
fituation the enemy can be in, that 
.does not afford to us the fame advan- 
tages fhe feeks herfelf. Ey dividing 
her force, ihe leaves every poft at- 
tackable. It is a mode of war that 
carries with it a confeffion of weak- 
ness, and goes on the principle of 
.di4refs>\ rather than conqueft. 

ThVdeclineof the enemy is vifibfe 
tiot onjy in their operations, but in 
^wir plans j Charles^wn originally 

Hn * made 
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mad« but a fecondary objeel in their 
f Sfyftem of attack, and' it is now be- 
come' their principal one, becaufe 
they have not been able to. fncceed 
elfewhtre. It would have carried a 
.cowardly, appearance in Europe had 
they formed their grand expedition in 
feventyrfix, againit a part of the con- 
'tinent where there was no army, or 
not a fufiicient one to oppofe them ; 
fcut failing, year after* year, - in their 
attempts here, and to: the earibward 
and northward, they deferted th»ir 
firft xapital defign,* and > prudently 
contenting themfelves with what thdy 
can get, gave a EouriuVofchonouif to 
conceal difgrace. 

But this piece^meal- work; Is not 
conquering the continent. It is dif- 
credit in tnent to attempt it, and in 
us t.o fufFer iu It is how full, time 
to put an end to a war\of aggrava- 
tions, ' which,- on! t>nc f gdr, ihasno 
poflible obje£t r and on the other/ has 
every inducement which, honour,, in- 
tereft, fafety and happlnefs, .can ijl- 
fpire. -If We fuffer themmuch longer 
to remain among us, wefhall become 
as bad as themfelves. Arvafib^iatioci 
of vices will reduce us more than the 
Yword, A nation hardened* in* ~the 
practice of iniquity, knows better 
&ow to profit by it than a- young 
country newly corrupted. We are 
not a match for them in the line of 
advantageous guilt, nor they to us 
on tl>e principles we bravely fet out 
.with. Our firft days were our. days 
of Jionour. 1 They have marked the 
character of America wherever the 
ftory of her wars are told ; and con- 
vinced of this,* we have nothing to 
do but wifely and unitedly .to: tread 

jhe well-^nown track; : * * :*! * 

" Tiie progrefs of a war is -often as 
ruinous to individuals, lis the!iiTae of 
>U is to a nation ; andrit is not I only 
peceflary that-our force^be.fach, that 
we be. conquerors inr the: end, but 
feat by timely exertions We be fe- 
ture in, the. interim.-. Thevprefent 
tampaign. wilt afford an opportunity 



which has never prefehted itfelf be r 
fore, and the preparations for it ars 
equally neceflary, whether Charles- 
town Hand or fall. Supppfe the 
firft, it'is in that cafe only a failure 
of the' enemy-, not a defeat. All the 
conqueft a befieged town can hope 
for is, ; not .to* be conquered ; and 
compelling an enemy to raife the 
fiege, is, to the befieged, a viftory ; 
. but there muft be a probability, 
- amounting almoft- to certainty, that 
. would juiUfy a garrifon marching 
but to attack a retreat^ Therefore, 
* Ihould .'Charles-town not be takenj 
*: and\,the: enemy abandon, the fiegei 
every other part of the 'continent 
: ihould prepare- to meet them j and 
. on the contrary; mould it be taken, 
the fame preparations are neceffaryi 
to balance the loft, and put our- 
felves in a condition to co-operate 
, with .our allites, . immediately on their 
.arrival: ' • 

We are. not now fighting our bat* 
ties aloney aswe were in feventy-tix, 
England, from a malicious difpofi- 
:tion to America, has not only* not 
-declared war againft- France and 
.Spain, but, the better to profecute 
her paffions here,- has afforded thofe 
powers no military object, and avoids 
them to diftrefs us. She will fuffer 
her WetUIndia Iflands to he oven- 
run by France, and her fouthern fet- 
tlement£ taken, by Spain, rather than 
quit thebbjeel that gratifies revenge* 
This coiu±ncVon; the part of Britain, 
has pointed: 'but the .propriety of 
3? ranee fending a naval and land 
force to co-operate with America on 
the.fpofo. Their arrival cannbt be 
Very Atfbaxi,; nOr the >avages of the 
enemy long. In the. mean, time the 
part necefiary to us needs no illuilra* 
■ridn* , The recruiting the army, and 
procuring. the fupplies, are the two 
thing&*need£ul^ and a capture of ei- 
ther of: tie lenemyfs divisions, wil{ 
reftoreto America- peacie and plenty. 
' At a.crifi€,-big, like theprefent, 
with expiclation. ai\d events, the 

whole 
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inrhole country is called to unanimity* 
and exertion. Nor an, ability ought 
now to fleep, that can produce bur a 
mite to the general good, nor even 
a whifper fuffered to paf$ that miii* 
tates againft it. The necelfity of the 
cafe, arid the importance of the con- 
sequences, admit no delay from a' 
friend, no apology from an enemy. 
To fpare now* would be the height 
of extravagance, and to confult pre- 
fent.eafe$ would. facrifice* it, perhaps 
for ever, 

America, rich in patriotifm and 
produce, can want neither men nor 
fupplies, when a ferious < neceffity 
calls them forth. The flow operation 
of taxes, owing to the extenfivenefs 
of collection, and their depreciated 
Value before they arrived in the 
Treafury, have, in many instances,- 
thrown a burthen upon government, 
which has been artfully interpreted 
by the enemy into a, general decline 
throughout the country. Yet this, 
inconvenient as it may at firft appear, 
is not only remediable, but may be 
turned to an immediate advantage ; 
for it makes no real difference,* whe- 
ther a certain number of men, or 
company of militia (and in this 
country eyery. man is a milkia man) 
are directed by law to fend a recruit 
at their own expence, or whether a 
tax is laid on them for that purpofe, 
and the men hired by Government* 
afterwards. The firft, if there is 
any difference, is both cheapefl and . 
heft,-, becaufe ic faves the expence 
w.hich would attend collecting it as a 
tax, ami brings the man fooner into 
the field than the modes of recruiting 
formerly ufed : and on this principle 
a law, has been paffed in this State 
for recruiting two men from each 
company of militia^ which will add 
upwards of a thoufand to the force of 
the country. 

But the flame, which has broke 
forth in this city fince the report 
from New- York of the lofs of Charles- 
town, not only does honour to the 



place, (but, fike the blaze of" {event/- 
fix, will Icindle into action the feat* 
tered fparks -throughout -America'. 
The* valour of a country may be 
learned by the bravery of its fol- 
diery, arid the general call of its in- 
habitants, but confidence of fuecefs,* 
befl difcovered by the active mea- 
fbres piirfued by men of property; 
and when the fpirit of enterprise be- 
comes fo univerfal, is to aclat Once 
on all ranks of men, a war may then/ 
and not tiljl then, be ftiled truly po- 
pular. 

i In feverity-ftx the ardour ' 6f the 
enterprizing part was confiderably 
checked by the real revolt of fome, 
and the coolnefs of 1 others. But in 
the prefent cafe there is a firmnefsin 
the fubflance and property of the' 
country to the public caufe. An slC* 
fociation has been entered into'by 
the merchants, tradefmen, and prin- 
cipal inhabitants of the city, to re- 
ceive and fupport the new itate mo- 
ney at the -Value of gold and filver ; 
a meafure, which, while it does them 
honour, will like wife contribute to 
their, in tereft, by rendering the ope- 
rations of the campaign convenient 
and efFe£hiaL 

Neither has the fpirit of exertion 
flopped here. A voluntary fubferip- 
tion is likewife * begun, to raife a 
fund of hard money, to be given as 
bounties to fill up the full quota of 
the Pennfylvania line. It has been 
the remark of the enemy, that every 
thing in America has been done by 
the force of government ; but when 
fhe fees the individuals throwing in 
their voluntary aids, and facilitating 
the public meafures in concert with 
the eflablifhed powers of the country, . 
it will convince her that the caufe of 
America Hands not on the will of a 
few, but on the broad foundation of 
property and popularity. 

Thus aided, and thus fupported, 
difaffetticn will decline, and the wi- 
thered head of tyranny expire in 
America. The ravages of the ene^ 
H h 2 my 
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my will be fhort and limited, and 
like their former ones will produce a 
victory over themfelyes. 

Common Sense. 
Philadelphia, June 9, 1780. v 

At the time of writing of this num- 
ber of the Crifis, the lois of Charles- 
town, though believed by fome, wa& 
more confidently difbelieved by. 
others* But there ought} to be not 
tonger a doubt of Ue matter. — 
Charles-town is gone, and>I believe 
for want of a fhfffcient ftrpply of pro- 
vifions. ^The~inan that does not bow 
fetl for the honour of the beft and 
Bjobleft caufe that ever a country en- 
gaged in, and exert hirafelf accords 
ingly, is 00 longer worth a peaceable 
reftdence among a people determined 
to be free. C. S. 



Qrdnemte ferbidding the export a thn 

of gold and filler pieces r# the 
Jiremgtr % pajfed the firft $f Feb- 
ruary , 1760, taktn out frvm the 
Regifier of the Superior Council at 
Port****- Prince* 
, Robert Count d'Argout, Cacnr> 
Marihal of the King's armies^ his 
Governor and Lieutenant-general of* 
the French iflands of America, un- 
der the wind* and Irifpe&or-general 
of all the troops, militia,, fortifica- 
tions, artillery, &c. of the above 
i/lands, and 

John Baltifta GuiL Perairey one 
of his Majefty's moft honourable 
Council, Counsellor to the Court of 
Parliament of France* Intendant of 
juftice, policy, finances, war, and 
navy of thefe iflands, till further or- 
ders, by our decree of the 2d of 
July, 1.77*. 

Whereas we have been informed 
that the Grangers veffels, to which 
we have permitted the introduction 
ipto the' Admiralty feaport of this 
colony fucceflively, carry away gold 
and filver coin ; to prevent the pro- 
jgrefs of fuch 3 confiderable lofs, we 
have refblved as follows : 
Article I. The Captains, Mafters, 



pafiengers, and the crews, of any 
ibange fhip, fhall not, -on any pre- 
tence whatsoever, make return ii* 
any other things but the produce of 
the country* or dry goods, forbid- 
ding them to export gold or filver • 
coin, upott forfeiture of it; likewife 
the veflel and cargo, befides 3000 
livres penalty ; one half of it appli- 
cable to tfce King, the other to the 
informer 

Art. \U The cargoes and ventures 
of the above-mentioned fhall be de-, 
lireredin fiitt 1 to the merchants or 
ComroifTioners, charged by the Cap- 
tain, or who they have been confign- 
ed to by their owners, fo that the 
felling them might be made by die 
Commiffioners only- 

Art,- III. As foon as the veffel 
comes uk, the interpreter fhall be 
obliged to affc the Captain, Mafter, 
or Commiffioner, the price ; invoice 
of the cargo, and ventages duly cer- 
tified by the Comraiffioner, fhall be 
annexed to the Captain's declaration; 
The faid interpreter fhall require 
from the Captain or Mailer his cer- 
tified invokes, fpecifying the ba- 
lance of fales and returns, which 
will be delivered, one of them to the 
regifter of Admiralty, aad the other 
to a granting officer, which fhall be 
executed under the penalty mention- 
ed in the foUt article, for what con- 
cerns the Captain or Mafter 5 and 
under that of jooo fcvre* for what 
concern* the interpreter, merchants, 
or Commiifioiiers, in cafe of contra- 
vention, or falfe declaration. 

Art. IV. Should not the jcodud 
of returns be equivalent to that of 
fale, the overplus fhall be left in the 
hands of the merchant factor,, and 
mentioned as fuch in the parting 
declaration, to be employed, in far- 
ther purchafe to import the follow- 
ing voyage. And the factor fhall 
be cleared of the faid employing by 
the next difpatch, or laded upon* 
freight in any other veflels, allows^ 
them three moath* from the fortbe£ 

time* 
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time. — They all under the penalty 
of 3006 livres, "to be fullered by the 
factor in cafe of trefpafa. . 

Furthermore (hall be exeatted the 
depofitions of our decree of the 20th 
of July, 1778, and the prejent fhall 
be entered in the regifter of Intendr 
ant's office. 

We the honourable the Supreme v 
Council of Port-au-Prince to regiffcer 
the {aid ordnance in the Renfler- 
office, and advife thereof the Admi- 
ralty jurifdiclion to. maintain its 
execution by the frequent verinca- 

tiojl. . -; i ,-.. , t.:L 

Signed, fealed, and delivered at^ 
Port-au-Prince, Feb. 1, 1780. 
(Signed) D'Ai,cout. Pekaijle. 

From the London Gazette* 

Admiralty -Office, Sept. 15, 1780. 
BxtraS of a Utter f rem Sir George 

Brysges Rodney, Bart, to Mr. 

Stephens, dated Princefs-RDyalj 

St. Lucia, July i, 1780. 

Since my difpatches of yefterday 
bytheA£beon, Capu Keeler, I mult 
defire you will acquaint their Lord- 
Hups, that three of the Spanifh fhips 
of the line are gone to leeward with 
their convoy, and were feen to pafe 
the iflapd of Santa Cruz, fleering to 
the weftward. 

Had the Spanifh Admiral repaired 
irUtantly to - the rendezvous he gave 
his fleet, we certainly had brought 
him to action before his junction 
with the French; but he chofe to . 
go no further than Guadaloupe^and 
from thence detached a frigate to 
Martinique, demanding a junction 
of the French fleet off that ifland. 
Monf. de Guichen immediately fail- 
ed with eighteen {hips of the line to 
keward <£ the iflands, and joined 
the Spaniards under Dominique. 

I wait impatiently for the junction 
of Mr. Walfingham's fquadron, 
Which Captain Robin fon, of the 
Shrewibury, informs me I may e*- 
pe& in* a few days. When that 
irappy event takes place, the num- 



bers of the enemy. fhilT natjpKwnti 
my looking .them in the- face,, and 
attacking them, mould they gweime. 
a proper opportunity* 

Admiralty -Office i Sepu 1 1 , I7S0J \ 
ExtraB of a letter from Admiral Sir. 

Geo*gs Brydces R&DKZY' **' 

Mr* Stephens^ dated &avd*cklr+. 

Bafe-Terre Road, St. Cbrifiofbrfi. , 

July 31, 17SC. 

Since mylaft, dated St. Lucia, tkr 
ill of July*, fettf by Rear- Admiral 
Parker, giving their Lordftups aa. 
account of the then fituation of afc- 
fajrskin this part of the wor!4, sunt 
the very great force of the combined 
fleets, which coanfted of 36 fail o£ 
the fine, I J*ave the honour to ac- 
quaint tbeix Lordfhips, that, aot- ■. 
withilanding their great feperiorixjr 
La numbers, they did not venture 
either to attack any of his Mafeftjr 1 ! 
iilands, or ro reconnoitre his Majes- 
ty's fleet, then at an anchor in Gros ' 
IQet Bay. NotwithftancHng i had 
a fmall fquadron continually crui»,ing\. 
before the mouth of Fort Royal Bay, 
in order to give me notice of ali 
their motions, they did not even at- : 
tempt to drive them from the ftaUoo^ . 
but remained total ty inactive in the. 
Great Bay of Fort Royal till the 51k" 
of July, when the whole combine^. 
fleet,- in the night,, put to lea, with- 
out making fcgnaC, or fhowing': 
Kghts. 

I ordered frigates to follow them* 
and daily report to me their fkaariorv 
and the motions they made ^ hold' 
ing the fleet under my command ia*. 
momentary readinefs to follow and 
difconcertany intentions they might* 
have formed againft the Leeward 
Iflands. 

The com&ined fleets went to> 
Guadaloupe, where they remained 
fome few days, and on the oth iaJL 
were left by one of my cruizer^ (tfcer 
Alert) off Santa Cruz, fleering J¥efL 
Captain Vafhon, who oommauds 
her, acquainted' me, that he counted 
twenty-fix of the lina^t kaJJ j ,«hat 

the? 
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they were divided feito four iq»a^ 
drons, at a very coniiderabiediftance 
from each other* 

I immediately difpatched the 
Alert to Jamaica to give Sir Peter 
Parker notice of the enemy's failing,- 
having before fent the Tobago and 
Scarborough with intelligence to 
that ifland* 

Mr. Walfingham arid the troops 
from England having joined me on 
the i zth, evtry difpatch potfible was 
made for the fleet and tranfports to' 
put to fea the. moment .they were 
watered, which took up fame tiae ; 
and was in fome meafure delayed by 
the Princefs Royal's main-mall be- 
ing found unferviceable, and oblig- 
ed to have a new one. 

-On the 17th, I put to fea with the 
fleet, leaving Cammodcre Hotham 
with the Vengeance, Fame, Boyne, 
Ajax, Vigilant, and Prefton, with 
frigates, for the protection of St. 
Lucia, and the Windward Ulands of 
Barbadoes and Tobago* 

With the remainder I proceeded 
with the whole convoy to St. Chrif- 
topher's, where I had ordered from 
Antigua a veflel loaded with rum to 
meet me, for the ufe of the fleet ; 
there not being a fuffieient quantity 
at St. Lucia to fupply them. 

I fliall hold myfelf in momentary 
readinefs to. affile any of his Majefty's 
Colonies on which the enemy may 
attempt to make an impreflion, or 
a<jfc with them in fuch a manner as 
fhall appear to me moil beneficial to 
hia Majefty's fervice. 

;I am fully convinced*, by what I 
nave already experienced, that J 
fhall have every affiance, in their 
Lordfhips power to grant, and beg 
you will affure them, that his Ma- 
jefty*s fquadron in thefe feas ihall 
not remain inactive. 
Copy of a Utter from Sir George 
..'Bryd&es Rodney to Mr* 

Stephens, dated Sandwich, Baf- 

ft-Tcrrc Road, St. Cbrifiophet > s % 



It is at the moil pofitive and pfef- 
fing requifition of the parties, con- 
cerned in the- papers herewith in- 
clofed, that I pre fume to trouble yoa 
with them for their Lordfhips pe- 
rufal. I am, &c. 

G. B. Rodney. 
Tt SinGzoXGE BrydgesRodwEy, 

1 Bart • Admiral of the White , and 

- Commander in Chief of his Ma~ 
jeftys fquadron on the Leenvard 
IJland ftation. 

- We his Majeity?s dutiful and loyal 
fubjeds, the Aflembly of St. Chris- 
topher's, deeply imprefled. with a 
juft fenfe of the important advan- 
tages arifmg to the Britifh empire in 
general from your unabated ardour 
in the fervice of his. Majelty, to* 
crulh the efforts of oflr ancient and 
inveterate enemies now combined 
for our deftru&ion, and particularly 
thankful for the remarkable protec- 
tion which has been afforded us fmee 
your arrival in thefe feas, beg leave 
to offer t our warmeft .acknowledg- 
ments, and to pay a jteft tribute to 
the merit of fo able, gallant, and 
experienced a Commander. May 
the fuccefs, which crowned the 
Britifh arms at the dawn of ydur 
appointment, continue .to increafe,- 
and add additional laurels to thofe 
you have already fo honourably 
acquired. 

Aretas Akers, Speaker* 
Bajjfe->Terre AjJ"embly-Room> 
July 2Z, 1780. 

Nevis* 
To Sir George Brydges Rodney,: 
Bart, Admiral and Commander in 
Chief of his Majefty** fquadron in 
fhefe feas ; 
The Addrefs of the Houfe of Affemhly 
of the ijl&nd of Nevis : 
Sir, 
The Aflembly of the ifland of 
Nevis, his Majefty's moil dutiful 
and loyal fubjeds, ever defirous of 
paying tribute to virtue, wherever 

aVue r - 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( **S9 ) 



- T*w, and exprefling grateftL acknow- 
ledgments for fervices done.ta*hein, 
think themfelves at this..timeind£f- 
penfibly bound to declare the deep 
fenfe they entertain .of his Majenys 
paternal care towards t.heHvin hav- 
ing appointed you to the cop m and 
of the fquadrcn in thefe faas ; and 
at the fame time to teftify to the 
world their gratitude for .the many 
and fingular fervices- yon, have: ren- 
dered thefe colonies. ;:!::* 

Accept, therefore, Sir, the un- 
feigned thanks, of the Afjfembly ;©f 
Nevis;- accept their belt; wi&es\ for 
your health and profperity ; ; and 
may. that Power, which has hitherto 
led you on to conqueft, ever proteft 
you in the day of battle, 

Thefe, Sir, are the heart-feh 
prayers and WiJhes of the inhabitants 
of the ifland of Nevis, 'and thefe 
jwiil, we trufl r beiever offered Upco 
Xhe Almighty for your future pre- 
servation. 

E. Parrit, Speaker, 
' fiwvN V. Jacques, Clerk 
of the Aflembiy* 
JJemblyrRoqm, July 25, f]%0.> ' '] 

ToSh George Brydces Rodney, 
Mart. Rear-Admiral of . Gtiat- 
Britain, Admiral $/• tbt Wbiu % 
and Commander in Chief of bis 
'Majefty's flees in the Weft -Indies ; 

Sir, 
•We, his Majefty's moft dutiful 
and loyal fubjecls, the Coancilof 
the- iflandof Nevis, are happy, in 
embracing, this favourable opportu- 
nity of expreffmg the fatis£a£Hon we 
feel, in having an officer of .fuch 
3i4Hxiguiihed rank and merit intrufU 
ed with the command of his Ma- 
jcftyVileet ini&efe feas. 

We are at a lofs forewords: to~cx~ 
prefs the highTfenfe we entertain of 
the intrepidiryv ' firmnefs, and naVal 
knowledge, which have fo eminently 
marked your conduct 'in all' the dif- 
ferent engagements you have had 
wjth <Jiis Majefty's enemies, and 



particiUarly innhe memorable aftiun 

- ef the 1 7th -of April Jaft. " - ■: \: 

. May your iliaftrious example $e 
the means, of diffusing focil a fpirit 

- of emulation. through the navy r *s 
will effedually^fruSrate every at- 
tempt of our combined enemies, and 
render: the Britilk ft?g; an ©bje&6f 

•terror -end admiration.: through: the 
world. '" *j 

We efteemcourfelves .boufad' by 

. every motive of gratitude .ta ac- 
knowledge our obligations to vol, 
Sit, for the fecariry we at -prefent 
enjoy, which is . tbk happy. Te{ult*a£ 
your fpirited*\and feafemabk exer- 

: .tion s, wi th a. force great ly inferior to 
tj*e enemy.. • *- • ^ ■ r: 

- We moft ardently wifti, ^'that you 
may xontinue to cnjfoy perfect health, 

.and-liveitQ have ^fenes of the moft 
diftinguifhed fervices acknowledged 
-by a grateful country, andlariiply 
^nd honourably rewarded by t.he be* 
of Kings. ; .:■. :.,J 

J. R. HERBKRTvPreildertt. 
By command, . ' ■ r 

; T. .W-Att; -Clerk ofcthe Council; 
. !."* t J t . :". ■; , ■ ." o . 

From the Pennfylvania GaxetU~4f 
July 8. ■ ". :» 

. Pbiludeipbia, Julyt. 
Extr^tel of .a Letter from General 

W ASRlK'G ton ,. dated Whipbenny* 

June, 25,-1780. .- 

**■ The conducl of the enemy giv- 
ing us reafon to fufpect a defign 
againft Weft Poini f on the 3ift the 
army, except two, brigades and the 
horfe, left trader* the command of 
General Greene/ to- cover the coorw 
try and our ftores > -was put in mo- 
tion to proceed flowly towards Pomp- 
ton. On the izd it arrived at Rock^ 
awayf bridge, about eleven miles from 
Moris-town. -The day following, the 
enemy moved in force from Eliza- 
beth-town towards-Springfield. They 
were oppofed with great conduct and 
fpirit by Major-general Greece and 
Dickenibn, .with* the Continental 
troops, and fuch of the militia as 

were 
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m€rt aflfemWed ; -but with their fu- 
periority in numbers they of courte 
•gifted Springfield, » Having burnt 
'the siitage,. they retired the fame 
day to tte former pofition. In the 
wgt»t they abandaned'St, crofted over 
to.§tatenifland,. and took . up their 
fcridge. I beg kave: to; refer Con- 
t.grw tf> General Greene's report for 
particulars. 

% r ** Tbe'enemy have not made their 
-jacmfxonsinto this, ftate without loft. 
,0urs-*ha& been fmalk The militia 
^efove every thing that can be.faid 
'tea both occafions. They flew, to 
~snm itnlverfaUy,; and adcd with r a 
d^kfe equal to any thtngil have fern 
in the courie of the war.?' 
&keHncUJeJ'Rep9rt..ft9m M*jcr -gene- 
ral G w&x&iw*j>f$Jlptws : 

, . ** I rhave, been, too baiily employ- 
frdfe te ; Jay before yotir Excellency the 
transactions of yefterday. . 
,:f<;TJrcfeH , eaiy advanced from Eli- 
aubcth-town, about five; in the morn- 
Afcg r {aid to beabont Ave thoufand 
infantry, wkh a large body of ca- 
?^lry.,.and fifteen or twenty pieces 
«f artillery- Their march was rapid 
and c6nfpa£. The moved in two 
Vf&JsiHrfns^ one on the main road lead- 
ing to Spjangneld, the other on the 
Vawxhall-road. .Major, Lee, with 
&& horfip aad pickets, oppofed- the 
pfebt column-, and Colonel Dayton, 
*nth hh regiment thejeft, and both 
gave as muchv oppofition as <could 
■fcavebeen expecled from fo ! fipall a 
fctcev Our troops were fo extended* 
to guard ther different roads leading 
t& the: fcfveral panes oyer the moun* 
tain,, that I had fcarcely time to col* 
fcil ^thcfci at Springfield, and -make 
the iieceflary difpontions, "before the 
enemy appeared .befote the town, 
when ,a cannonade commenced be* 
fween their advance and our artil- 
3«y, pofted fo/ the defence of the, 
teidge. The enemy continued ma- 



-wsuvririg in our front for upwardf 
«f two hours, which induced me to 
Relieve they were attempting to gain 
our flanks. My force was fmall, and 
from the direction of the roads, my 
fitriatiou was critical. I difpofed of 
:the troops in: the beft manner I 
. could, to guard our flanks, fecure a 
•retreat, and oppofe the advance of 
their columns. Col. Angell, with 
-hsa regiment, and feveral fmall de- 
tachments, and one piece of artil- 
lery, was pofted to fecure the bridgt 
:infrOnt of the;town. . Col. Shrieve's 
regiment was drawn up at the fecond 
: bridge, to cover the retreat of thofe 
poftedat the firfL Mn Lee, with 
his dragoons, and the pickets, com- 
manded by Capt. Walker, was pofted 
rat: Little-bridge, on the Vauxhall- 
croad; and Colonel Ogden was de- 
tached to f import him. The re T 
maiflder . of General Maxwell's and 
-Stark's .brigades were drawn up on 
the" high grounds at the milL The? 
militrawerS on the flanks. Thofe? 
binder the command of Gen. Dick-, 
en Ton made afpirited attack uypoa 
one of the enemy's flanking parties, 
but his force was too fmall to pufl* 
jho advantage he had gained. 

"■ While the enemy were making 
demonftratiohi to their left, their 
right column advanced on Major 
Leo. The bridge was difputed with 
great obftinacy, and the enemy muty 
nave received very confiderable in- 
jury ; but by fording the river, ancL 
gaining the: point of die hill, they 
obliged the Major, with his party, 
to/give up the pafs. At this inftant 
of time, their left column began the 
attack on CoJ. Angell; the action 
was. fe'viere, and ialed about forty 
minutes, when inferior numbers 
overcame *obftinate bravery, and 
forced our troops to retire over the 
fecond bridge, where the enemy were 
urarmly received by Col. Shrieve's 
regiment; but as they advanced in 
great force, with a large train of or-. 
i. tiUery^ 
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iillery, he had orders td join the bri- 
gade, 

** As the enemy continued toprefs 
our left on the Vauxhall-road, which 
led dire&Iy into our rear, and would 
have given them the moft important 
pafsj and finding our front too ex- 
tenfive to be fccured by fo fmall A 
body of troops, I thought it moil 
advifeable to take poft upon the firil 
range of hills in the rear of Bryant's 
tavern, where the roads are brought 
fo near to a point, that fuccour might 
readily be given from one to the 
other. This enabled me to detach 
Colonel Webb's regiment, com- 
jnanded by Lieutenant-colonel Hun- 
tington, and Colonel Jackfon's regi* 
ment with one piece of artillery, 
which entirely checked the advance 
of the enemy on our left, and fecured 
that pafs. 

" Being thus advantageonfly poft- 
ed, I was in hopes that the enemy 
would have attempted to gain the 
heights, but difcovering no difpofi- 
tion in them for attacking us, and 
feeing them begin to fire the houfes 
In town, detachments were ordered 
out on every quarter, to prevent their 
burning buildings not immediately 
under the command of their cannon 
and mufketry. In a few minutes 
they had fet fire to almofl every houfe 
in town, and began theif retreat* 
Capt. Davis, with a detachment of 
120 men, feveral fmaller parties, with 
a large body of militia, fell upon 
their rear and flanks, and kept up a 
Continual fire upon them* till they 
entered Elizabeth-town, which place 
they reached about fun-fet ; Stark's 
brigade was immediately put in mo- 
tion, on the firil appearance of a re^ 
treat, which was fo precipitate that 
that they were not able to overtake 
them. 

" The enemy continued at Eliza- 
beth-town Point until twelve o'clock 
at night, and then began to crofs 
their troops to Staten Iffand ; by fix 
this morning they had totally evacu- 

Vol. X. 



ated the poirit, and removed their 
bridge* Major Lee fdl in with their 
rear-guard, but they were fo covered 
by their works, that little or no in- 
jury could be done them. He made 
fome refugees prifoners, and took 
forhe Tories, which they abandoned 
to expedite their retreat; 

" I have the pleafure* to inform, 
your Excellency, that the troops who 
were engaged, behaved with great 
coolnefs and intrepidity, and the 
whole of them difcovered an impa- 
tience to be brought into action. 
The good order and difcipline which 
they exhibited in all their move- 
ments, do them the higheft honour. 
The artillery under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Foreft was well 
ferved. I have only to regret the lofs 
of Captain-lieutenant Thompfon, 
who fell at the fide of his piece by a 
cannon-ball. 

" It is impoffible to fix with cer- 
tainty the enemy's lofs, but as there 
was much clofe firing, and our troops 
advantageoufly polled, they mult 
have fuffered very confiderably. 

" I herewith inclofe your Excel- 
lency a return of our killed, wound- 
ed, and milling, which I am happy 
to find is much Tefs than I had reafon 
to expect, from the heavy fire they 
fuitained. 

*' I am at a lofs to determine what 
was the object of the enemy's expe- 
dition ; if it was to injure the troops 
under my command, or to penetrate 
further into the country, they were 
frurtrated. If the deftruction of this 
place, it was a difgraceful one. I 
lament that our force was too fmall 
to fave the town from ruin. I wifh 
every American could have been a 
fpectator, they would have felt for 
the fufferers, and joined to revenge 
the injury. 

<€ I cannot clofe this letter With* 
out acknowledging the particular 
fervices of Lieutenant-colonel Bar- 
ber, who acted as Deputy Adjutant- 
general, and diftinguilhed himfclf 

I i by 
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by his activity in aftfting to make the 
ueceffary difpofitions. 

I have the honour. to be, &c. 
N.Greene, Major-gen." 
" There were a number of prifon- 
rrs made, but as they went on to 
•Morris, I had no return of them." 
Return of the killed, wounded, and 
miffing, in the action of the zzd of 
June, \ 700 — Springfrld. 
Artillery. Killed, 1 Captain, 1 
Serjeant. Wounded, 2 matroffes. 

Angell's regiment. Killed, 1 Ser- 
jeant, 5 rank and file. Wounded, 

1 Captain, 3 Subalterns, 3 Serjeants, 
-25 rank and file. Miffing, 3 rank 

and file. 

Shrieve's regiment. Killed, one 
rank and file. Wounded, 1 Serjeant, 

2 rank and file ; milling, 2 rank and 
Ale. 

.Dayton's regiment.. Killed, 2 rank 
and file. Wounded, 1 Subaltern, 
6 rank and file ; miffing, 4 rank and 
£le. 

Spencer's regiment. Wounded, 1 
Serjerjn. 

Lee's detachment. Killed, 1 rank 
and file. Wounded, 4 rank and file. 

Total. Killed. 1 Captain, 3 Ser- 
jeants, 9 rank and file. Wounded, 1 
Captain, 4 Subalterns, 5 Serjeants, 
37 rank and file, 2 matrofTes. Mif- 
fing, 9 rank and file. 

The return of Davis's detachment 
1 could not get, he having marched 
off the next morning, after the action. 
The return of the militia I cannot 
get. They had none killed, but 
about twelve wounded. 

(Signed) F. Barber, Lieut, Col. 

Published by order of the Congrefs, 

Charles Thomson, Sec. 



9*o the Gentlemen^ Clergy, and Free- 
holders, .of the County of York.. 

Gentlemen, 
I venture once more to make you 
a tender of my fervice in Parlia- 
ment. Give me leave, at the fame 
time, to 1 offer you my cordial thanks 
for all the indulgences vou have 



-ihewn me ; and for your kind at> 
ccptance of my endeavours to per- 
form the duty I had undertaken. I 
look upon that partiality and favour 
as a moft honourable teitimony, be- 
caufe it proves that you entertain a 
conviction of the purity of my in- 
tentions, fufficient to make you over- 
look every thing amifs which did not 
proceed from the will. 

In renewing my defire to continue 
in your fervice, I think it, however, 
my duty to confefs to you, that it 
has not been without much ferious 
confideration, and more than com- 
mon hefitation* that I have deter- 
mined upon. it.. 1 muft net emit 
making you aware, that it is by no 
means probable I fhould be able 
even to perform the mere duty of at- 
tendance* as- punctually as I have 
hitherto done; efpecially if the du- 
ration of Parliament fhould prove to 
be for feven years. By what I have 
in fome degree experienced already* 
I have no reafon to believe fo long a 
continuance of fuch an attendance 
would be perfectly confident with my 
health. 

But there is fomething more fe- 
rious I have to fay to you on this 
fubject. The fatisfiction and honour 
of attending your bufmeis, has ever 
overbalanced the labour : but my at- 
tendance during the lafl Parliament 
has been fomething worfe than la- 
borious; it has been difcouraging, 
grievous, and painful. Look back, 
for a moment, upon the things 
which have been done, or, (being 
done) have been approved of, hy 
that body, of which I have been a 
confHtuent part. Compare the pre- 
fent with the paft fituation of public 
affairs. Whether glory, conqueit, 
and riches ; or peace, content, li- 
berty, and the enjoyment* of your 
conftitutional rights^ be your prin- 
cipal objects — In which of them have 
you been gratified? I have been, in 
my collective capacity, a party to all 
thefe changes and to all the meafures 

which* 
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which have produced them : fup- 
ported in this mortifying fituation 
with one only confolation, a very 
.great one indeed to my own mind, 
that of being able to aflure you, that 
there has been no one meafure, of 
.all thofe which have proved fo ruinous 
and fatal, which I have not, as an 
individual, refilled, to the utmoft of 
my power. A poor, barren, ineffec- 
tual negative ; and a miferable claim 
to your favour, to have failed (as 
far as my poor and (lender efforts are 
in quelHon) ajmofl: in every point 
regarding thofe fights and that prof- 
perity which I was fpecially chofcn 
to cultivate and to maiatain. 

I return to you, therefore, baifled 
and difpirited, and I am forry that 
truth obliges me to add, with hardly 
a. ray of hope of feeing any change 
in the miferable courfe of public ca- 
lamities. 

On this melancholy day of account 
in rendering up to you my truft, I 
■deliver to you your fhare of a coun- 
try maimed and weakened, its trea- 
fure laviihed and mis-fpent, its ho- 
nours faded, and its conduct the 
laughing-Hock of Europe 4 our na- 
tion in a manner wkhout allies or 
friends, except fuch as we have hired 
to deftroy our fellow fubjects, and to 
ravage a country, in which we once 
claimed an invaluable iharc* I re- 
turn to you fome of your principal 
privileges impeached and v mangled. 
And, Jaftly, I leave 'you, as I con- 
ceive at this hour and moment fully, 
effectually, and abfolutely under the 
difcretioa and power of a military 
force, which is to act without wait- 
ing for the authority of the civil ma- 
giitrates ; for it is fit you fhould 
know* if you are not already inform- 
ed, that an order iflueW. in London 
(at a moment when the violence of 
the riots and the remiffnefs of the 
civil magiflrate might render ne- 
ceflary an extraordinary and violent 
temporary exertion of the military) 
that order, I fay, has, as I have good 
ground** to believe, been extended to 



the whole kingdom ; where neither 
of thofe caufes exiilcd in ,uny degree 
fufficient to juflify fo deciiive and 
extraordinary a meafure ; and I do 
not know of that order : being re- 
called, 

In this ftate of public affairs, and 
with this account to render of my com - 
million, judge whether I can boldly 
and chearfully, or fupported by any • 
rational confidence, boaft to you as 
candidates are wont to do, of what I 
will do, and what I will undertake 
for your fervice. 

For this reafon, avoiding even the 
ufual ftyle of fuch addreffes, and for- 
bearing as well the forward promifes 
as the iuperficial humblenefs ofphrafe 
in ufe on thefe occafions, I make it 
a folemn duty to lay before you, 
without difguife or palliation, the 
prefent ftate of your concerns as they 
appear to me, and the gloomy pro- 
fpect which lies before us. 

Some have been accufed of -exag- 
gerating die public misfortunes, nay 
of having endeavoured to help for- 
ward the mifchief, that they might 
afterwards raife difcontents, I am 
willing to hope, that neither my 
temper, nor my fituation in life, will 
be thought naturally to urge me to 
promote mifery, difcord, or confu- 
fion ; or to exult in the fubverfion of 
order, or in the ruin of property. I 
have no reafon to conjtemplate with 
pleafure the poverty of our country, 
the increafe of our debts and of our 
taxes ; ox the decay of our commerce 
— Trufl not however to my report. 
Reflect, compare, and judge for 
yourfelves. 

But under all thefe difheartening 
circumftances, I could yet entertain 
a chearful hope, and undertake again 
the commiflion with alacrity, as well 
as zeal, if I could fee any effectual 
fteps taken to remove the original 
caufe of the mifchief. " Thea 
would there be a hope." 

Till the purity of the ConfHtuent- 
hody; and thereby that of the repre- 
fentativc be rcftored, there is None. 

lis W hilt 
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While the electors fell their voices 
to the member, and the member 
diftrefles his fortune to buy them, 
Parliament will be the purchafe of the 
Minifter. Parliament-men will find 
ways of partaking other advantages 
than merely their ihare in common 
with you, of thofe good meafures 
which they fhall promote, and of 
thofe good laws which they fhall 
enact for your government and their 
own : and the modern-improved arts 
of corruption, by contracts, fubferip- 
tions, and jobs, is attended with this 
perverfe and vexatious confequence; 
that their benefit is not only uncon- 
nected with yours, but it grows up T 
on your diftrefs. They feed on the 
expence ; they fatten on every extra- 
vagance that art and ill conduit can 
engraft on the natural difadvantages 
of a remote, rafli, ill-fated, impoli- 
tic, and unfuccefsful war. The Mi- 
pifter's direct intereft (nay his fafety) 
mean .while, requiring him to pufh 
the defperate game, and even in felf- 
defence, to encreafe that very ex- 
pence which is his crime ; to intrench 
himfelf ftill deeper in corruption, 
and by headlong and unmeafured ex- 
travagance, to have the means of 
jufHfying, to the faithful Commons, 
his former mismanagement and mif- 
deeds. — See where this ends, but 
forget not where it begins. 

I am led here very naturally to 
fpeak upon the fubjedt of certain re- 
gulations, which have been the ob- 
ject of your late aiTemblies and deli- 
berations. Indeed, I have brought 
xnyfejf to this matter almoft unavoid- 
ably, but pot unwillingly. I gladly em- 
brace this moft public opportunity of 
delivering my fentiments, not only 
to a]! my confUtuents, but to thofe 
likewife, not my conitituents, whorn 
yet jn the large fenfe I reprefent, 
and am faithfully to ferve ; not only 
to twenty thoufand, my electors, but 
{3 hundreds of th°ufands in the coun- 
ty I reprefent, (to go no farther) who 
arc to fuffer under the bad conduct 



of Parliament ; and of declaring my 
intentions, regarding the two chief 
articles contained in the refolutions 
agreed to at your late meetings ; I 
mean, rendering parliaments trien- 
nial, and adding to the number of 
county reprefentatives. 
■ I do not intend to give my voice, 
if I have the honour of continuing in 
your fervice, for the change of fep-, 
tennial parliaments. And this, not 
becaufe I am fo fanguine as fome 
are, in a full perfuafion, that it will 
be a cure for all our evils ; no, nor 
even that J promife myfelf it will be 
attended with any fuch fure hope of 
confiderablc advantage, (at leaft, if 
unaccompanied by fome other ftep$ 
tending to purify the fources of eleel 
tion and reprefentationj but chiefly, 
becaufe, on the belt information I 
have obtained, I have reafon to be-, 
lieve it is the mind and defire of a 
very large number of my conftitUT 
ents : this feeming to me to be the 
one point (at leaft with diftinguifhed 
preference) on which the fender, not 
he who is fent, has the perfect right 
to judge; and that, even if after all, 
I mould have miftaken their general 
fenfe, it will be at leaft the fafer 
error ; fince there is a manifeft difr 
ference between the obtruding pne's 
felf for feven years on him who wifhes 
to have his choice again at the end of 
three ; and returning for his appoba* - 
tion at three ; when he might per- 
haps have been well content to trufj; 
one for feven. 

I have a momentary pleafure in 
adding (efpecially when fupported 
by your opinions) that I am willing 
to flatter myfelf, rather good than 
evil may arife from the change. 

But I look upon reftoring election 
and reprefentation in fome degree 
(for I expect no miracles) to their 
original purity, to be that, without 
which all other efforts will be vain 
and ridiculous. The tenant-right, 
or good-will of a leafe of three years, 
45 as faleable as that of a leafe of 
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/even. It will find its price at both 
the London and country markets. It 
>viil be bought, it will be fold. The 
member will be as manageable, if 
the conltituent be as venal. And 
they will nor be afraid to meet at 
market as often as you pleafe. 

The adding to the county repre- 
fentation, if by no means a perfect 
cure, fecms yet to me to be the 
plaineil, and bed proportion for this 
purpofe, that has ye; come under my 
obfervation. I truft,- Hkwife, it may, 
be practicable. I therefore embrace 
it, not only from a deference to your 
opinion, but with an approbotion of 
my own, Yet, not flattering you, 
that it appears to me orie of thofe 
matters eafy of execution, or to be 
done with a thought ; on the con- 
trary, it is more complicated (as it 
feems to me more effectual) than the 
firft-roentioned alteration, But this 
is no time to talk of fmall rubs or 
difficulties. If fomething be not 
done, you may, indeed, retain the 
outward form of your Conftitution, 
but not the power thereof. 

For it is too ferious a truth to be 
concealed, and, indeed, it is too late 
ferioufly to attempt to conceal it, 
that if the Electors, forgetting the 
folemn duty they owe to the millions 
of their fellow-fubjects, whofe rights 
fhey are in the firft inftance intruded 
with : if forgetting the facred truft 
repofed in them, of choofing thofe 
who are to govern thofe millions ; if 
forgetting that they are therefore a 
fort of reprefentatives of all the peo- 
ple (who would be too numerous to 
vote themfelves) 1 fay, if forgetting 
thefe tilings, and mamefully proiti- 
tutin-g themfelves, they are become 
fo profligate as to fell themfelves and 
their country ; let them not wonder 
(nay, fcarcely can they complain 
tfdthout fhame) if thofe whom they 
choofe, imitating their conduct, re- 
tail daily thofe rights which they 
have bought, whether it be at the 
feotennial, triennial, gr annual fairs 



and markets. We can converfe thus 
without a blufh. 

Neither time permits, nor does 
propriety allow me to enter into ar- 
guments in fupport of a fentiment of 
which (much I think to your ho- 
nour) you have declared your appro- 
bation ; but although it fuits neither 
the time nor the circumftance, to 
argue and debate, I truft you will 
not think I am out of the line of 
propriety, of duty, or of the refpect 
I owe you, in thus making a public 
declaration of my opinions and in- 
tentions in matters concerning which, 
after the tender I have made of my 
fervice, you have an unquestionable 
right, as you muft have a natural 
wilh, to be informed. 

When I began this paper, I had 
reafon to believe the time prcfTed ; I 
was foon confirmed in what 1 had. 
heard. It was become material to 
addrefs you quickly, if at ail ; but 
although what I have written has 
been the work of a few hours, do 
not think that the matter has not 
again and again been the fubject of 
deliberate thoughts ; I ihould not 
have dared to have prefented you 
with crude and undigefted ideas, or 
the fancy of a moment; but, on the 
other hand, £b inattentive have I 
been to the advantages this addrefs 
might receive, in its form, from the 
afiiitance of abler perfons than my- 
felf, that I venture to fubmit it thus 
publicly to you, without the oppor- 
tunity of communicating it to thofe 
whofe principles, judgment, and 
line of conduct in the public walk, 
I have been habituated to look up 
to with high refpect and efteem. 

My bufinefs is not to write ably to 
you, but to write with fincerity. 
The relation that ftands now between 
us, gives you a right, if I may fo 
fpeak, to my unmended fencimenu ; 
and I willingly fubmit every defect 
to ypur cenfure, rather than be fup- 
pofed to ufe management and art, 
or to confult what is conformable to 
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perfonal or party considerations, in- 
flead of that which unbridled truth 
(according to my conception of it) 
requires of me. What further tteps 
may be in contemplation towards ob- 
taining the laudable object of our 
wifhes, I do not know ; bm it Is not 
probable that what has lately arifen 
will flacken the zeal of thofc who 
fcave already ftepped forward in the 
fcufinefs. With that idea upon my 
mind, it is impartible for me to con- 
clude without exprefii ng an earncfl 
wiih, that whatever is thought of 
may be purfued with that true fpirit 
c£ firmnefs, and moderation, which 
belongs to the caufe of j alike ; and 
afeove all, that by every means that 
can be devifed, a good undcritand- 
ing and union may be infured 
amongfl refpeclable men of all ranks 
and descriptions, who agree in the 
main principles of liberty; although 
there may be fhades of difference in 
Smaller point% or in nutters not 
calling for immediate difcuffion. In- 
deed you will find it true wifdom, 
amd a very honourable policy, to 
firengthen the caufe of your country 
with every honefl aid that can be ob- 
tained. — No public caufe was ever 
carried by divided efforts. 

Till I have the honour of meeting 
you in the exercife of the great and 
refpecrable function of chooilng your 
reprefentative?, I be£ leave to fub- 
fcribe myfelf, Gentlemen, with per- 
ferl refpe-51, and a remembrance of 
»!'! your kindnefs, 

Your moil obliged, 

and faithful humble fervant, 
G. Savflk. 
Xcwcxfrfe-upin-Tyne, Sept* 5, (780. 

Brijln!, Srpr. 6, 1780. 
At a great and refp^ctable meeting 
Ktf the friends of Edmund Burke, 
J\Cq. held at the Guildhall this 
d*v, 
The Right Wnrihipfpl the Mayor 
• ■ in the Chair, 

P.v&jved, Thn: Mr. Burke, as a 



reprefentative foT" this city, has done 
all poffible honour to himfelf as a 
Senator -and a man, an~d"That we do 
heartily and honeftly approve of his 
conduit, as the refult of an enlight- 
ened loyalty to his Sovereign, a 
warm and zealous love to his coun- 
try, through its widely extended em- 
pire ; a jealous and watchful care of 
the liberties of hrs fellow-fubjecls ; 
an enlarged and liberal underiland- 
ing of our commercial interefl ; a 
humane attention to the circum- 
ilances of even the loweft ranks of 
the community ; and a truly wife, 
politic, and tolerant fpirit in fup- 
porting the national church, with a 
reafonable indulgence to all who dif- 
fent from it ; and we wiih to eirprefs 
the mofl marked abhorrence of the 
bafe arts which have been employed, 
without regard to truth and reafon, 
ts mifreprefent his eminent fervices 
to his country. 

Refolved, That this refolution be 
copied out, and figned by the Chair- 
man, and be by him prefented to 
Mr. Burke, as the fulleil expreffion 
of the refpeclful and grateful fenfe 
we entertain of his merits and fer- 
vices, public and private, to the citi- 
zens of Briftol, as a man and a 
reprefentative, 

Refolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be given to the Right Wor- 
fhipful the Mayor, who fo ably and 
worthily prefided in this meeting. 

Refolved, That it is the earaeft 
requeft of this meeting to Mr. 
B-urke, that he mould again offer 
himfelf a candidate to reprefent this 
city in Parliament, afluring him of 
that full and ftrenuousfupport which 
is due to the merits of fo excellent a 
reprefentative. 

This bufinefs being over, Mr. 
Burke went to the Exchange, and 
offered himfelf as a candidate in the* 
ufual manner, amidft the acclama- 
tions of a vaft multitude of people. 
He was accompanied to the Guilds 
hall, and from thence to the Ex- 
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change, by a large body of moll re- 
fpectable gentlemen, amongfl whom 
were the followirg Members of the 
Corporation, viz. Mr. Mayor, Mr* 
Alderman Smith, Mr. Alderman 
Deane, Mr. Alderman Gordon, 
William Weare, Samuel Munckley, 
John Merlott, John Crofts, Levy 
Ames, John Fi(her Weare, Benjamin 
Lofcombe, Philip Protheroe, Sa- 
muel Span, Jofeph Smith, Richard 
Bright, and John Noble, Efqrs. 

T'o the Gentlemen^ Clergy, Freeholders, 
and Freemen of the city of Brtfiol z 
Gentlemen, 
My general conduct in Parliament, 
and my humble endeavours to ferve 
the city, and the citizens of Briitol 
in their particular affairs, having 
been honoured by the unanimous 
approbation of a very large and very 
refpectable meeting at the Guildhall 
this day ; in conformity with the de- 
iare of that meeting, and under the 
fanction of their weighty authority, 
I beg leave to renew to you my 
humble folicitation for your votes ax 
this election, and the favour of your 
early appearance at the poll on Fri- 
day next ; and if I have the honour 
of being again chofen to reprefent 
you, I trufl that I (hall not ihew 
myfelf lefs deferving of your favour 
xhan formerly, or lefs iincerely grate ; - 
ful for it* 

I have the honour to be, with the 
moil perfect refpect and eileenr, 
gentlemen, your moil obedient and 
mofl obliged fervant, 

Edmun-d. Burke. 
BrtJloU Sept. 6, 1780. 

Mr, Burke made the following 
fprech on the buftings at Briftoi, 
e when he declined the poll : 

" Gentlemen, 
*' I decline the election. It has 
ever been my rule through life, to 
obferve a proportion between my 
efforts and my objects. I have never 
teen remarkable for a bold, active, 



and fanguine purfuk of advantage* 
that are perfonal to myfelf. 

" I have not canvaffed the whole* 
of this city in form. But I have 
taken fuch a view of it, as fatisfie* 
my own mind, that your choice will 
not ultimately fall upon me. Your 
city, gentlemen, is in a Hate of mi- 
ferable detraction : and I am refolv- 
ed to withdraw whatever fliare my 
pretenfions may have had in its uu~ 
happy divifions. I have not bee» 
in hafte ; I have tried all prudent 
means ; I have waited for the effect 
of all contingencies* If I were fond 
of a conteft, by the partiality of my 
numerous friends (whom ye know t& 
be among the moil weighty and rc- 
fpcctable people of the City) I haver* 
the mean* cf a (harp one in my 
hands. But I thought it far better,. 
with my itrength unfpent, and my 
reputation unimpaired, to do, early 
and from forefight, that which I 
might be obliged to d» from neceiuty 
at Jail.. 

" I am not in the leail furprized, 
nor in the leait angry at this view of 
things. I have read the book of 
life for a long time, and I have read 
other books a little. Nothing iia* 
happened to me, but what has hap- 
pened to men much better than me, 
and in times and in nations full as 
good as the age and country that we' 
live in. To fay that I am no way- 
concerned, would be neither decent 
nor true. The representation of 
Briitol was an object on many ac- 
counts dear to me ; and I certainly 
fhould very far prefer it to any other ; 
in the kingdom. My habits are 
made to it ; and it is in general 
more unpleafant to be rejected, after 
long trial, than not to be chofen 
at all. 

But, gentlemen, I will fee nothing 
except your former kindnefs, and f 
will give way to no other fentiments 
than thofe of gratitude. From the 
bottom or* my heart I* thank you for 
what you have do;ie for me. You. 
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JhaVe given me & long term, which is 
how expired. I have performed the 
conditions, and enjoyed all the pro- 
fits to the full ; and I now furrender 
your eilate into your hands, without 
feeing, in a fingle tile, or a fingle 
ftone, impaired or waited by my ufe. 
I have ferved the public for fifteen 
years. I have ferved you in particu- 
lar for fix. What is parted is well 
ftored. It is fafe and out of the 
power" of fortune. What is to come 
is in wifer hands than onrs ; and he, 
in whofe hands it is, belt knows whe- 
ther it is belt for you <=nd me, that 
I ftiould be in Parliament, or even 
in the world. 

** Gentlemen, the melancholy 
event of yefterday reads to us an 
awful leflbn againft being too much 
troubled about any of the objects of 
ordinary ambition. The worthy 
gentleman*, who has been fnatched 
from us at the moment of the elec- 
tion, and in the middle of the con^ 
teit, whilft his defires were as warm, 
and his hopes as eager as ours, has 
feelingly told us, what fhadows we 
fire, and what fhadows we purfue. 

It has been ufual for a candidate 
Who declines, to take his leave by a 
letter to the Sheriffs ; but I received 
your truft in the face of day, and in 
the face of day I accept your dif- 
miflion. I am not — I am not at all 
afhamed to look upon you : nor can 
my prefence difcompofe the order of 
bufmefs here* I humbly and re- 
fpectfully take my leave of the She- 
riffs, the candidates, and the electors, 
wifhing heartily that the choice may 
be for the bed, at a time which calls, 
if eve$ time did call, for fervice that 
is not nominal. It is no plaything 
you are about. I tremble when I 
confider the truft I have prefumed to 
afk. I confided perhaps too much 
in my intentions. They were really 
fair and upright ; and I am bold to 
fay, that I afk no ill thing for you, 



when, on parting from this place, f 
pray, that whoever you choofe to 
Succeed me, may rtfemble me ex- 
actly in all things, except in my 
abilities to ferve, arid my fortune to* 
pleafe you." 

To the Gentlemen* CUrgy y Freeholders, 
and Freemen of the city of Bnjiol j 
Gentlemen, 
A very large and moil resectable 
meeting of the principal citizens of" 
Brittol did, by an unanimous vote, 
authorife me to offer myfelf once 
more to your fervice. My defe- 
rence to that authority was my foltf 
motive for giving you one moment's 
trouble. On my canvafs, fo far as 
it has proceeded, I found that my 
pretenfions were well receivea., and 
even with a degree of warmth in 
many of the electors. But on a 
calm and very deliberate view of the 
ftate of the city, I am convinced that 
no other confequence can be reafon- 
ably expected from my continuing a 
candidate, than a long, vexatious, 
and expenfive conteft. Confcious, 
that no difference between my fer- 
vice and that of any other man, can 
be worth the inconveniences of fuck 
a ftruggle, I decline the election. 

I return you my beft thanks for 
having at any time, or for any pe*- 
riod, condefcended to think of me 
for your reprefentative. I have 
done my duty towards you, and to- 
wards the nation, as became me. 
You difpofe of the future truft (as 
you have a right to do) according to 
your difcretion. We have no caufe 
of complaint on either fide. By be- 
ing returned Into the mafs of private 
citizens, my burthens are leffened, 
my fatisfactions are not deftroyed. 
There are duties to be performed, 
and there are comforts to be enjoyed 
in obfeurity, for which I am not 
without a difpofttion and relifh, I 
am fare there is nothing in the re- 
trofpect of my public conduct, which 
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is likely to difturb the tranquility of 
that fituation, to which you reitorc 
me. 

I have the honour to be, with the 
utmoft poflible refpecl, gentlemen, 
your much obliged, and moll obedi- 
ent humble fervant, 

Edmund Burke. 
Briftol* Saturday mornings 
Sept* 9, 1780. 

From the Madrid Gazette of Aug. 30, 
Publijbed by authority. 

In. Admiral Don Luis de Cordo- 
va's letter of the 12th inftant, giving 
an account of his having captured a 
very valuable Englifh convoy, are in- 
ferted the following particulars : 

That*on the morning of the 8th 
and 9th, about one o'clock, a fignal 
gun was fired to windward, which 
from the faintnefs of the report, was 
judged to be at a confiderable dis- 
tance, and its particular indication 
rendered uncertain from there having 
been no account kept of the feveral 
difcharges. 

Not doubting, however, but it 
would be ihortly repeated (as accord- 
ingly happened) and it proving to be 
the fignal for a ftrange fail, the Ad- 
miral tacked and flood with the 
whole fquadron towards that quarter, 
regulating his manoeuvres fo as to be 
able to come up with the ftrange flip- 
ping aforesaid l?y break of day. Ac- 
cordingly at dawn, -being then a 
quarter paft fpur, one of thefe veffels 
was defcried. and a great, number of 
others /ucceffively, the whole clofe 
together, and bearing for the fqua- 
dron, occafioned t>V their miftaking 
the Admiral^ top-lights for thofe of 
thejr convoy. * - 

The Admiral inferring them to be 
an enemy, fired feveraj guns at fome 
of the veffels that were already mak- 
ing off, and having brought the fqua- 
dron about, gave the fignal for a ge- 
neral chace, and to man the different 
prizes ; in confequeuce of which 
Ipeedy djfpofition, 36 of the above 

Vol. A. 



veffels were furrounded, at five in the 
morning, by fixteen fhips of the fqua- 
dron, which took immediate poffef- 
fion of them. 

That notwithstanding a fudden 
mift came on at the time, which ob- 
fcured fuch of the veffels as were 
efcaping, the chace was nevcKhelefs 
duly continued ; the fhips taken 
proving to be part of a convoy which 
failed from Portsmouth the 29th of 
July, efcorted by the Ramillies of 
74 guns, and the Thetis and South- 
ampton frigates of 36, which fhif* 
being the fternmoft and to windward, 
immediately hauled their wind, bat 
were clofely purfued by the fquadron 
under M. de Beauffet, and feveral 
other fhips, though without effeft, 
on account of their having already- 
gained the weather gage, and their 
great fuperiority in failing — M. de 
Beauffet, adopting therefore the moft 
eligible meafure, bore for the mer- 
chantmen, then fleering to the S. W. 
which, having intercepted the prizes 
taken by the reft of the fquadron, 
(together with the thirty-fix afore- 
mentioned) amounted to fifty-one in 
number, none of this convoy efcaping,- 
but a fmall brig to the eaftward, and 
fix or feven others, which were greatly 
to windward, whilft M. de Beauffet 
was in purfuit of the men of war. 
Don Luisde Cordova, adding, how- 
ever, that he hopes feveral of thefe 
will have been intercepted (as is the 
cafe) and in particular one, chaced 
by the Nereyda frigate, and other 
fhips a-ftern. 

Don Luis de Cordova further adds, 
that exclufive of the five Eaft-lndia 
fhips captured, he is affured by the 
feveral Englifh matters of fhips, and 
merchants, that this convoy is the 
moft valuable, though not numerous 
perhaps, which has failed from Eng- 
land fo» many years paft — and the 
Admiral, in conclusion obferves, that 
though nothing has been wanting on 
his part towards promoting his Ma- 
jefty's fervice on this occafion, yet 
' K k that 
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that die acquifition of this immenfe 
riches is to be chiefly affigned to an 
dJeft of the Divine will; it being 
however, matter of the fincereft fatis- 
fa&ion to him, that an expedition of 
fuch" great importance has been fo ef- 
fectually fruftrated, as well with re- 
fpecl to the enemy's lofs of troops 
for the Eaft and Weft-Jndies, as the 
abundance of provifions> and all 
forts of naval ftores deftined for the 
Englifh fquadron and fettlementa in 
North America. 

In the afternoon of the loth, every 
thing was regulated refpe&ing the 
ieonvoy, which, being put under the 
command of Rear-admiral Don Vin- 
cente'Doz, with a fufficient efcort, 
the whole proceeded on their way to 
Cadiz, where they arrived the ?oth, 
having been joined on their way by 
another prize, taken by hisMajefty's 
fhip Lion ; and the three other prizes, 
named in our laft, having been ajfo 
carried in there, the total of vefTels 
captured amounts to 55. 

Philadelphia. 

G\\ Tuefday the 4th of July, be- 
\ng the anniverfary of American In- 
dependence, a commencement for 
conferring degrees in the art,s was 
held in the hall of the Univerfity, 
when the following gentlemen were 
invefted with the honours of the 
inftjtution ; ■ ' - ",' * • ' l 

*' Batchehrs of Arts, 

John Bleakley, John CaldwelJ, 
Peter Chevalier, James Gray, Sa- 
muel Gril}:rhs, Benjamin Morris, 
Jofeph;Rufh," Samuel Sitgreaves. 

Batchtiors of Phyfic. 

William W. Smith, Ebenezer 
" CroIhie f v "" ■'■■'■■> i : 
DpSor of Phyfic. 
The Hon. David Rsmfey, Efq. 

Majlers- of Arts. < 
Rev. Rob. David foD, Rev. Tho, 
Read, Mr. J. Davidfcu, Rett. Rev; 
W. Mar(haIl,Rev/Johu.G. Kuntze, 
Rev. Cafpar Wr'berg, Rev. Henry 
Mulenlvrg, Re;. Hen. Heimoudth> 
^/lr. Thomas Paine, ■-.: . , ..■:. < 



The order of the commencement 
was as follows ; 

1 ft. Salutatory oration on the ad- 
vantages of a liberal education ; by 
Mr. Bleaklev. 

?d.' Orauon on the love of fame ; 
by Mr, Sitgreayes. 

3d, .A forenfic difputation on the 
queftion — " Is it lawful to- enflavc 
the Africans, with their pofterity ?'?. 
Meflrs. Gray and Caldwell main- 
tained the rights of the Blacks to 
equal privileges with their fellow- 
creatures, in a mafterly manner, and 
were oppofed by Meflrs. Bleakley 
and Sitgreaves, in ingenious per- 
formances. 

4th. A dialogue in blank vjjrfe, 
compofed for the occafion, with vc- 
ca| and ijiftrumental mufic, at pro- 
per periods. The parts fnpported 
by Meflrs. Caldwell, Sitgreaves, and 
Chevalier, in the characters of 
Theron, Felix, and Ardentio. ' 

5 th. Conferring ^e degrees- by 
the Provoft. 

6th. Valedictory oration on pa- 
triotifm, in which the Honourable 
Ccngrefs and Houfe of Aflembly 
Were particularly addrefTed : by Mr. 
Caldwell. 

; 7th. Charge to the Graduates: 
by the Provoft.' ' *'' l ; 

8th. The whole was introduced 
and concluded with a prayer : by 
Do&or. pwing. 

A band of muficians, which ufher- 
ed the Truftees,' Faculty \ and Gra- 
duates into the hall, and playing, at 
proper intervals, between the per- 
formances, had * a fine effect, and 
contributed greatly to the entertain- 
ment of the audience, — The Semi- 
nary was honoured with theprefence 
of his Exellency the Pre6dent and 
Members Of Congrefs, his Excellency 
the Prefident of the State, and Su- 
preme Executive Council ; his Ex^ 
cellency the Chevalier de JaLuzpme, 
Minifter '■ Plenipotentiary from* "{ he 
Court of France to xhfefe States, arid 
his family ;■ \\\6 public Boards-; 
perfons of diftin&ion, b^th itrangers 

\ - ' ij- V, . .■.!'■ V.. ■■>--. n;. :.' -< * ant? 
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And citizens.; arid a Crowded and 
, brilliant audience ; all of whom ex-* 
prefled the higheft marks of appro- 
bation of the behaviour and abilities 
. .of the Graduates* and of the good 
• order and decorum with which the' 
whole was conducted. Some* com- 
pliments paid the French alliance, 
oy the Speakers, occafioned the 
thanks of the Mtinifter to be given, 
. by Monfieur Marbois, his Secretary. 
*Tbt charge of the Provoft to tht 
§tuden? t of' the Uni<verjitj t gra- 
duated the 4th of Juty, 1780, at 
Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen, 
Although I have riot had the plea- 
fure of conducting that courie of 
ftudy, and of fupeiintending that 
. education, which has entitled you to 
receive the firft honours of the Uni- 
,verfity of Pennsylvania ; yet, I truft, 
. that your future conduct in life will 
give me reafbn to reflect upon it 
with pecuIiarjGitisfaclion, that the 
patrons of fcjence in this State have 
made me the inftrument of convey- 
ing to you thofe marks of diftin&iort 
and approbation, which your literary 
accomplifhmentshave deferred. 

Icanijot but congratulate you on 
this aufpicious day, which, amidft 
the confufions and defolations of Wary 
•beholds learning beginning to revive, 
and animates us with the p leafing 
profpeft of feeding the facrediamp of 
jcien.ee burning with a ftill brighter 
flame* and Scattering its invigorat- 
ing rays , over the unexplored oeferw 
of this extenfive continent ; until the 
whole world be involved in the 
united blaze of knowledge, liberty, 
and religion. 

When I ftretch my views forward^ 
- and, furvey the riiing glories of Ame- 
rica, the enriching confequences of 
our determined ftruggle for liberty, 
the. extenfive fields of intellectual 
improvement and trfefnl invention, 
in icience and arts, in agriculture 
4&d commerce, in religion and go- 
vernment, through which the un- 



fettered mind will fange, with in- 
creafing delight, in ^jueft of the un- 
difcovered treasures, which yet He 
concealed in the animal, vegetable, 
and mineral kingdoms of this new 
-world ; or in the other fertile fources 
of knowledge, with which it a- 
bourids; my heart fwells with the 
pleafing profpeet: that the' fons of 
this institution will diftinguifh them- 
felve'sV in the different" walks of life, 
' by their literary contributions to the 
embellifhment and increafe of hu- 
man happinefs. 

And I cannot but flatter myfelf, 
•that the ardent thirft for ufeful 
knowledge, which you have difco- 
vered, the happy foundation for its 
gratification, which is laid in your 
academic inftruction, added to the 
natural abilities you poflefs, w^ll 
fpur you on to ftill higher improve- 
ments in fcience, place you amongft 
the moft diftinguifhed fons of this 
"institution, and give your country 
reafbri to look up' to you as the fu- 
ture fupporters and guardiaris of her* 
liherties* 

< Your academic ftudies being finiih* 
ed, you are now about to launch out 
into life r -thebufiriefs of which is fe- 
fious and infinitely important- The 
dangers arifing from the precipitancy 
of youth, th« allurements of plea- 
fure, the envy of little minds, and 
the unbridled Hcentioufrtefs of paf- 
fion, are truly alarming ; at the fame 
time, that the expectations whicb 
your fuperior opportunities of im-* 
provement have raifed in the breaft 
of all who know you, loudly call for 
a proportionable dignity of conduct 
and * extenfive ufefulnefs- No order 
of rational beings was* brought into 
exiftence wholly for pleafure and 
amufejnent, but to. fill fome ufeful 
place,; and anfwer fotne important 
end, in the extenfive fcheme of the 
beneficent Creator. It is, therefore* 
evidently the intereft, wrfdom, per- 
fection, and happinefs of every ra- 
tional creature, that he perform the 

Kka duty 
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duty of his appointed ftation with 
diligence and fidelity. Much, very 
much, my young gentlemen, will be 
expedted of you. 

The honour of this inftitution, 
which now attracts the attention of 
the public, and commands the warm- 
eft wifhes of every friend of learning 
and liberty ^in this and the neigh- 
bouring States, is intimately con- 
cerned in the figure you will make 
in life, and it will travel with anxiety 
until it fee you formed into men of 
refpe&able characters and extenfive 
ufefulnefs. You are ftepping iuto 
life in an age of knowledge and en- 
quiry, and at a period the moft im- 
portant in the annals of America ; 
when every principle of virtue, every 
facred tie of honour, intereft, and 
gratitude, and every exalted fenti- 
ment of love to God and man, con- 
fpire to demand of you the utmoft 
exertions, application, diligence, and 
activity, Shall the free-born Jens of 
America y in the field, fufiain, almofl 
without a complaint* the unrelenting 
rigour of Summer and Winter cam-' 
fnigns; and, animated with an in- 
extinguijbable love of liberty and their 
country, oppofe the arbitrary demands, 
and the unequalled barbarities of 
Britifh tyranny ; and foal I the filken 
Jons of fcience bury their diftinguijhed 
talents, and hock up their a£ti<ve 
powezs in a ftandalous inaction, fondly 
imagining that they are excufed from 
taking any Jbate in the glorious 
firuggle f Shall they tamely look on 
with unfeeling hearts, when Ame- 
rica is engaged in a caufe of fuch 
magnitude, as has roufed the atten- 
tion of all Europe, and has excited 
one of its Moft IHufbious Monarchs, 
with unequalled magnanimity, to 
take tfiefe infant States by the hand, 
to fupport us againft the rage ©f di£ 
appointed ambition, and to {hare in 
our dangers §u'd expences ^ambiti- 
ous of the honour t of an early ap- 
pearance in the defence of the in- 
jured Hberties of America, and the 



inalienable rights of human nature? 
I know that your youthful heart* 
would fwell with an honeft indigna- 
tion at the ungenerous thought. / 
inozv that you efleem it the higheft 
honour the heart of man can afpireto, 
(on this fide of Heaven) to be im- 
proved by an ever ruling Providence, 
as infiruments either in procuring or 
fupporting the freedom end happinefs 
of your country. 

When your country therefore calls 
fo loudly, for every vigorous exer- 
tion, in fupport of her violated 
rights and liberties; when you fee 
the reftlefs fpirit of domination at 
work, either plotting, in its dark 
cabals, againft the. facred interefts of 
liberty, or openly invading, with 
lawlefs force, the eflfential rights of 
human nature; when you fee the 
hideous form of tyranny and op- 
preflion ftalking through the ranks 
of war, and marking its fteps with 
every fpecies of the moft wanton de- 
valuation and murder; while the 
crouching ipirit of flavery and fordid 
attachment to private intereft, is 
either tamely fubmitting to the ig- 
nominous yoke, or, with an unna- 
tural hand, employed againft the 
freedom and independence of fellow 
citizens, is induflrioufly reverting 
the fhackles of defpotifm on the free- 
born fons of America ; you cannot 
but be nobly roufed. You cannot but 
be all eye, all ear, all heart, and all 
hand, in a caufe fit gloriout. You 
will cry aloud and fpare not, fearlefe- 
of perfonal danger, undaunted by 
diflafFedted opposition, and equally 
regardlefs of the frowns of lawlefs 
power, and the machinations of 
fecret villainy ! Let the world know, 
th*t with the firft rudiments of your 
education, you have imbibed the 
unconquerable fpirit ef liberty, an 
irreconcileable averlion to flavery of 
every kind, and an inviolable attach- 
ment to your country. While fhe is 
ftruggling for htr liberty, with a 
fpirit unbroken by her misfortunes, 

and 
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and gradually rifmg fuperior to the 
finking power of her adverfary, I 
truit, that you will never difgrace, 
by a fupine indifference, the fublime 
lectures of morality you have re- 
ceived in this place, from one of the 
ableft inftruclors that America has 
ever known, and one of the brighteft 
luminaries that ever ihone upon this 
Weftern World. He is now gone to 
reft, but has left behind him the 
molt encouraging example of un de- 
viating rectitude, of indefatigable 
application toftudy^of unremitting 
fidelity in the laborious bufinefs of 
inflruction, of unfhaken zeal for the 
welfare of his country, and of an 
heart glowing with an ardent defire 
to promote the intereft of religion 

• and learning over this once unculti- 
vated Continent. While his memory 
mall continue to endear you, which 
I trull will be till your lateft breath, 
you will be animated by fo bright an 
example, to a life of virtuous ac- 
tivity, and of vigorous exertion, to 
diffoie the falutary influence of your 
liberal education, in the promotion 
of human happinefs, through the 
different fpheres in which you will 
-move in life. 

And O ! let it be your ambition 
to have this fphere of ufefulnefs con- 
tinually widening as you pais through 
life ; while you are employed in re- 
lieving the diftrefTed, protecting the 
innocent, difcouraging vice, pro- 
moting the intereft of virtue and re- 
ligion, and thereby diffufing joy and 
Happinefs to all around you : until, 
like the refplendent fource of a day, 
you fet, without a cloud, to rife in a 
brighter world ; where you will be 
employed in more exalted flations, 
and more extenfive fervices. And 
never let this thought flip out of 
your minds ; that you are made for 

• an eternal duration; for glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality ; for which you 
are now to be trained up, during 
your minority, by a courfe of virtu- 
ous activity and religion ; that you 



are accountable immortals ; and that 
the day will certainly come when you 
mult appear before the infallible 
Judge of moral worth, and give an 
account for all the privileges of your 
education, all your opporcunities of 
intellectual improvement, and al! 
your capacies of private and public 
ufefulnefs. And O I let the confei- 
ous fatisfaftion of meriting the cfleera 
of the wife and good in the world, 
the joyful expectation of meeting 
with the plaudit of approving angels, 
and, what is of infinitely more im- 
portance, the affured hope of the 
Divine approbation, animate you to 
the moll determined abhorrence of 
the intoxicating charms of indolence 
and pleafure, and the moll vigorous 
exertions of all yoar active powers io. 
the fervice of your God and your 
generation. If there is ought on 
earth, that is fuited to the native 
greatnefs of the human mind, or the 
dignity of an Heaven-born fpirit, if 
mull be, in imitation of the benero-r 
lent Author of our divine religion, 
to go about doing good, filling up 
life with a {cAts of the moil benefi- 
cent conduct. 

Would you then afpi.re after tlilft' 
exalted honour ; and certainly a- 
more god-like principle never ao-' 
tuated the human heart; permit me' 
to remind you, that the toundarioa 
ii only laid, the fuperflructure muft 
be committed to your own future 
iludy and diligence, to expand and 
improve the principles you have im- 
bibed in your education, until youf 
careful cultivation of them render 
them the fource of a conduct, diftin- 
guifhed for its extenfive ufefulneft 
and beneficence. Having had the 
advantage of an early introduction: 
into the fundamental principles of a* 
great variety of ufefii knowl«dge, 
through the whole circle of the ki* 
ences, it is now your bufineft to* 
take care that you be fo far iron* 
loiing the ftock you have acquired,* 
that you* be conltantly adding to thef 

ueafuic. 
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: treafure, until you gain a facility 
and readinefs in employing your 
fund of knowledge for the entertain- 
• ment and inirru&ion of others, as 
well as for the enriching and ag- 
grandizing of your own minds. Re- 
: member, that young gentlemen hav- 
. ing juft finimed their academic edu- 
cation/ are apt to run into the egfe- 
. gious error of imagining, that they 
; have mattered the whole circle of 
, foence, merely from their ignorance 
. of its vaft extent, and their having 

- no conceptions of what unbounded 

- trafts of knowledge lie far beyond all 
■ they -have already learned, nay, pof- 

fibly beyond the reach of human 
fagaciry ; and hence, by neglecting 
their future ftudies, they continue 
infufFerable fmatterers through life, 
knowing nothing to any valuable 
'purpofe. The defign of a collegiate 
education, was not to make you 
mailers of any one branch of fcience, 
.but rather to open the mind to re- 
ceive the firfl: principles of various 
^knowledge; to furnifh it with the 
inftrumental fciences ; and to habi- 
tuate it to application, and a ready 
exertion in all kinds of future re- 
fearches ; but cfpecially in that pro- 
fetfion which the ftudent chufes for 
life, with which he ought to be 
Completely acquainted, and in which 
every principle of honour, virtue, 
intereil, and duty, fiiouid engage 
him to excel. 

But if you are ambitious that the 
. world fhould recognize you as blef- 
fings to mankind, and tranfmit your 
iiames with honour to posterity, you 
muft remember that there is another 
qualification eflentially necefTary, and 

2 finitely more important than all the 
arning of the fchools ; I mean an 
unboundedand extenfivc benevolence 
©f heart and temper, which excludes 
none from your regards, on account 
of their difference of ientiment, age, 
condition, character, or nation ; and 
to which it is a fu-fficient recommen- 



dation, that it is a* fellow- creature 
that needs your affiftance, a rational 
being, the workmanfhip of the fame 
Almighty hand that created your- 
felves, and who, 'for aught yotf 
know, may be your infeparable com- 
panion, through all the variety of un- 
tried beings in a future flate. This 
will make you good angels to man- 
kind, and derive upon you the blef* 

" iing of them that are ready toperiih. 
This will make you valuable and ufe- 
ful members of fociety, endear you 
to the afFedions of all the wife and 
good among mankind, and render* 
you more illuftrious and honourable 
than a Caefar or an Alexander, when 
adorned with the fpoils of conquered 
nations. 

I have only another fentence .to 
add, in behalf of the Univerfity of 
Pennfylvania. While me is looking 

'/orward to the day, when you will 
rife into importance, to fupply the 
places of thefe exalted characters, 
who have borne the burden and heat 
of the day, and have diilinguifhed 
themfelves by an unfhaken attach- 
ment to the interests of learning and 
their country ; fhe hopes to find 
you a continued afFeclion. to you 
Alma Mater, whofe free ipirit doe* 
not permit her to bind, you, with the 
unneceTTary ties of oaths and pro- 
mifes : but rather trufts to the gene- 
rofity of your nature, arid the force 
of thofe principles in which you have 
been inftru&ed ; not doubting but, 
that while the fan $ of freedom in Ame- 
rica jh all celebrate, in each rexioluing 
year t the ghridus Anniuerfary of their 
Independence and Emancipation from 
Britijh tyranny , you <will recognize t 
with gratitude y youjr obligation tc her f 
<wbo has, on that aufpicious day, dif- 
tinguijhed you 'with her frft and J r rejb* 
eft laurels Our warmefl wifhes for 
your future profperity and emi- 
nence follow you ; and with the fin- 
cereft affeclionwe commend you to 
the grace of God^ who is able to pre- 
serve 
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ferve you from falling, and reward 
your fidelity in his feryice, with a 
crown of unfading glory. 

The bufinefs of the day was con- 
duced with the greatell ' propriety 
and decorum ; and the ypung gentle* 
men exhibited an agreeable fpecimen 
of their abilities, and performed 
their refpeftive partsto the very great 
fatisfaftion of the audience. 



A Proclamation. 
$y his Excellency Joseph Reed, Efq. 

Prefident of the Supreme Exteutive 

Council of the Commonwealth of 

Pennfyl-uania. 

Whereas the Honourable Houfe of 
Aflembly did, in their late feffions, 
pafs an Aft, intitled, " t An Aft for 
procuring an immediate fupply of 
provifions for the Foederal . Arm,y, in 
its prefent exigency /' under which 
jCommifljoners were appointed in fe- 
yeral counties within this State, to 
procure cattle, fheep, and fal ted pro- 
yifion, with all polSble difpatch. 
And it was declared by the fame Aft, 
that it fljould be lawful for the Pre- 
fident or Vice-prefident in Council, 
by proclamation, to fufpend the fe- 
Veral powers and authorities therein 
granted, when the circumflances of 
the anny Ihould, in their judgment, 
admit thereof. And whereas the 
fupplies or the above articles are now 
fufficiently ample to juftify the fuf~ 
£enfion of the faid purchafes, and all 
further proceedings under the faid 
Aft, at this time: whereupon, in 
pursuance of the : powers fo. vefted in. 
us, we have thought proper' to iflue, 
this our Proclamation, for the pur- 
pofe aforefaid, to which the faid Qom- 
ihiffioners, and all others concerned, 
are required to conform and govern 
themfejves accordingly. And we do 
farther 'require the faid Cortifniflion- 
efs, with all convenient fpeed, to 
make report of the purchafes by them 
made/ under tlje faid Aft, and to re- 
turn to the Secretary of our Supreme 
CourtciJ the ungranted certificates re- 
gaining ia their hands, . t 



Given, by order of the Council, 
under the hand of his Excellency Jo- 
feph Reed, Efquire, Prefident, and 
the feal of the State, at Philadelphia, 
this. fifth day of June, in the year of 
our I^ord one thousand f&ven hundred 
and eighty. 

Joseph Reed, Prefident. 
Atteft, T. Matlack, Secretary, 
God fave the people. 

State of Maffaehufetts-Bay. 

In the year of our Lord one thou/and 

fetten hundred and eighty. 

An Aft to incorporate and eftab* 
lifh a'fociety for the cultivation arid 
promotion of the arts and fciencesV 

As the arts and fciences are the 
foundation . and fupport of agricul- 
ture, manufactures, and commerde ; 
as they, are neceffary to the wealthy 
peace, independence, and hap^inefo 
of a people; as they effentially prof- 
mote, the honour and dignity of the * 
government which patronizes them,, 
and as they are moft effeftually ctiltw 
vated and diffufed through a ftate by > 
the forming and incorporating * of 
men of genius and learning into pub- 
lic focieties, for thefe beneficial pur- 
pofes, 

Be it therefore enacted, by the 
Council and Houfe of Reprefenta- 
tives, in General Court aflemWed, 
and by the authority of rile fame"; 
that the Hon. Samuel Adams, Efq; 
Hon. John Adams, Efq. John Ba-» 
con, Efq. Hon. James Bowdoirt, Efq; 
Rev, Charles Chauncey, D, D. Rev> 
John Clark, David Cobb, Efq; Rev; 
Sam. Cooper, D. D. Hon.'TThomcj * 
Cufhing, Efq. Hon. Nathan Cufho 
iug, Efq. Hon. William Cuming, 
Efq. Triftram Dal ton, Efq. Horu 
Francis Dana, Efq, Rev. SamueJ 
Deane, Rev. Perez Fobes, Rev. Ca- 
leb Gannet, Hon. Henry Gardner, 
Efq. Mr." Benjamin Guild, Honj 
John Hancock, Efq. Hon. JofepK 
Hawley, Efq. Edward AuguftusHo 1 -* 
lyoke, -Efq. Dr. Ebenezer- Hunt, Jbi 
nathaa Jackfon, Efq. Dr. Charlej 
Jarvis, Rev. Samuel Langdon, D. D» 
■ ■ -- Hon. 
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Hon. Levi Lincoln, Efq. Rev. Da- 
niel Little, Rev, Elijah Lothrop, 
John Lowell, Efq. Rev. Samuel Ma- 
ther, D. D. Samuel Moody, Efq. 
Hon. Andrew Oliver, Efq. Dr. Jo- 
feph Orne, Dr. Theodore Parfons, 
Hon. George Partridge, Efq. Hon. 
Robert Treate Paine, Efq. Rev, 
Philip Pafon, Samuel Philips, jun. 
Eftj. Hon. John Pickering, Efq. 
Hon. Oliver Pxefcott, Efq. Rev. 
Zedeldah Sanger, Hon- Nathaniel 
Peailee Sergeant, Efq. Micajah Sa- 
wyer, Ef<j. Theodore Sedgwick, Efcj. 
Hon. William Sever, Efq. Stephen 
Sewall,- Efq. Hon. David Sewall, 
Efq* John Sprague, Efq. Ebenczef 
Storer, Efq. Caleb Strong, Efq. 
Hon, James Sullivan, Efq. Dr. John 
Bernard Sweat, Mr. Nathaniel Tra- 
cy, Cotton Tufts, Efq. Hon. James 
Warren, Efq. Rev. Samuel Weft, 
Rev„ Edward Wigglefworth, Rev. 
Jofeph Willard, Rev. Samuel Wil- 
liams, Rev. Abraham Williams, 
Rev. Nehemiah Williams, and Mr. 

iames Winthrop, be, and they here- 
y are, formed into, conftituted, and 
made a body politic and corporate, 
by the name of the American Acade- 
my of Arts "and Sciences; and that 
they and their . fucceffors, and fuch 
other perfons- as fhall be elected in the 
''manner hereafter mentioned, fhall be 
jand continue a body politic .and cor- 
porate, by the fame name, for ever. 
Ana* be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, that the Fellows 
of the faid Academy may, from time 
to time, elect a Prefident, one or 
tnore Vice-prefidents, one or more 
Secretaries, and fuch other officers of 
the faifl Academy as they fhall judge 
iiecefl^fry or convenient ; and they 
jhall have fulr ppwer and authority, 
from time to time, to determine and 
eftablifh the names, number, and du- 
ties ofrtheir feyeral officers, and the 
tenure .or eftate they fhall refpeftively 
have in their* office; and alib to au- 
thorize and impower their Pr&fident, 
or forrje other Fellow of the Acade- 



my, at their pleafure, to adminifter 
fuch oaths to fuch officers as they 
fhall appoint and determine, for the 
well ordering and good government 
of the faid Academy, provided the 
fame be not repugnant to the laws of 
this State. 

And be it further enacted, by tjie 
authority aforefaid, that the Fellows 
of the faid academy fhall have one 
common feal, which tlvey may make 
ufe of in whatever caufe or bufin efs 
fhall concern the Academy, or be re- 
lative to the end and defign of its 
inftituiion ; and fhall have power 
and authority, from time to time, to 
break* change, and renew the com- 
mon feal, at their pleafure ; and that 
they may fue and be fued, in all ac- . 
tions, real, perfonal, and mixed, and 
profecute and defend the fame unto 
final judgment and execution, by 
the name of the Prefident and Fel- 
lows of the American academy of 
arts and fciences- 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, that the Fellows 
of the faid Academy may, from time 
to time, elect fuch perfons to be Fel- 
lows thereof, as they fhall judge pro- 
per; and that they ihall have full 
power and authority, from time to 
time, to fufpend, expel, or disfran- 
chife, any Fellow of the faid acade- 
my, who fhall, by his conduct, ren- 
der himfelf unworthy of a place in 
that body, in the judgment of the 
academy ; and alfo to fettle and efta- 
blifh the rules, forms, and condi- 
tions of election, fafpenfion, expul- 
fion, and disfranchifement. 

Provided that the number of the 
faid Academy, who are inhabitant^ 
of this State, fhall not, at any one 
time, be more than two hundred, 
nof lefs than forty. 

And be it further enacted, by the 
authority aforefaid, that the Fellows 
of the faid Academy fhall 'have fulj 
power and authority, from time to 
time, to make and enact fuch reafon- 
abl$ rules, orders, and bye-laws, not 
repugnant 
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■«p.'Bgnan^ to the laws of this State, 
*as fhall be neceflary or convenient 
for the well ordering and good go- 
vernment of the laid Academy, and 
%o annex rcafonablc pecuniary fines 
and penalties to the breach of them, 
not exceeding the fum. of twenty 
pounds, to be fuedfor arid recovered 
in any court of record within this 
.State, in the name and for the ufe 
of the Preildent and Fellows of the 
Aid Academy ; and the fame rules, 
orders, and bye-laws to repeal at 
their pleafure ; and alfo ;o .fettle an<J 
efhblifh the times, places and man- 
ner of convening the Fellows of the 
faid Academy ; and alfo to determine 
the number of Fellows which mall 
be prefest, to conftitute a meeting 
of the faid Academy. Provided thaj 
the Fellows of the faid Academy 
ihall meet twice in a year at the 
leaft; and that the place of their 
meeting /hall never be more than 
thirty miles diitant from the (own of . 
Bofton. 

' And be it further tnacled, by the 
authority aforefaid, that the Fellows 
of the faid Academy may, and mall 
forever hereafter be deemed capable 
in the law of having, holding, and 
taking in fee, fimple, or any lefs 
elfcite, by gift, grant, devife, or 
<itherwife, any lands, tenements, or 
tfther eftate, real and perfonal. 
* Provided that the annual income 
of the faid real eftate fhall not ex- 
Ceed the fum of five hundred pounds, 
and the annual income or intcreft, 
the faid perfonal eftate fhall not ex- 
ceed the fum of two thoufand pounds, 
fll the fums aforementioned in this 
aft to be valued in* filver, at the rate 
of fix millings and eight-peace by 
(he ounce. • *• ; 

*' And the innual intereft and inv 
come of the faid real and perfonah 
eftate, together With the fines arid 
penalties aforefaid, fhalj be appro- 
priated for premiums to encourage 
Trfiprovements, and difcoverie£ in 
Agriculture, v arts, and manufactures, 
J ' Vol. X. 



or for other purpofes confident with 
the end and deiign of the inftitution 
of the faid Academy, as the Fellows 
thereof fhall determine. 

And be it further enafted, by the 
authority aforefaid, that the end and 
defign of the inftitution of the faid 
Academy is, to promote and en- 
courage the knowledge of the anti- 
quities of America ; and of the na- 
tural hiftory of the country, and to 
determine the ufes to which the va- 
rious natural productions of the coun- 
try may be applied ; to promote and 
encourage medicinal difcoveries ; ma- 
thematical difquifitions ; philosophi- 
cal enquiries and experiments ; aftro- 
somical, meteorological, and geo- 
graphical obfervations ; and improve- 
ment in agriculture, arts, manufac- 
tures, and commerce ; and, in fine, 
to cultivate eyery art and fcience 
whjch may tend to advance the in- ; 
tereft, honour, dignity, and fcappi- 
nefs of a free, .independent, and 
yirtuous people. 

And it is further enacled, $Jiat the 
place where the firft meeting of the 
Fellows of the "faid Academy fhall be 
held, fhall' he the Philofophical 
Chamber, in the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge; anci 'that* the If on. Jamej 
Bowdoin,' Efq.^fcey and he is hereby 
authorized and empowered to fix the 
time for holding the faid meeting 1 , 
and to notify the fame 37'l.be Fel- 
lows of the Academy. •' 

(This aft pa/Ted May 4, f 780.) 

, True copy. ; * 'Atteft, 

Johit AyEB.Y,'I?ejp. Sec 

$j bis Excellent Thqmas Jeffer- 
son, Efq. Governor or Chief Ma- 
giftrate ef* the Gommon*w$attb' ef 
frrgi/tia. 

Whereas the General Aflembly by 
their ad, intituled, an Aft for the 
ProtedYpn and Encouragement of 
the Commerce of nation's acknowf 
ledging the Independence of the 
Umtea States of America, have au- 
thorized' the executive to receive 
LI and 
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and admit into this Commonwealth 
a Conful or Confuls of any State, 
which mall have acknowledged the 
independence of the tjnited States 
pf America, have given them jurif- 
&clion to determine all cpntroverfies 
between the fubjedb or citizens of 
f heir own State, and exempted them 
|rom all perforial feryices required 
from the citizens of this Common- 
wealth j and further to prove their 
regard tQJuftice, and the interefts of 
thofe in amuy with them, have pro- 
vided a fummary mode of decifion 
for all controversies arifing between 
citizens of this Commonwealth and 
fubje&s or citizens of any State fo 
Acknowledging their independence, 
and more effectual means for pre- 
venting the defertion of failors, fea- 
men or marines from the yeflels of 
fuch States; and his Moft Chriftian 
Majefty, our .great aftd good ally, 
having been pleafed, after declaring 
and fuppor.ting our independence, 
farther to raanifeft his willingnefs to 
cultivate friendflup, commerce, and 
free intercburfe with thefe States, by 
eftablifhing Confuls to be refident 
therein, and hath appointed the Sieur 
Chevalier D'Anmours, to exercife 
that office within 1 this Common- 
wealth ; I have therefore thought fit, 
by and with the advice of the Coun- 
cil of State', to declare that the faid 
Chevalier B'Anmours is received and 
admitted within this Commonwealth, 
as Conful on the part of his "Moft 
Chriftian Majeffy, and that he is en- 
titled to- all the exemptions,, prero- 
gatives, and jurifdi&ions belonging 
to the faid office ; and hereby do no- 
tify "and promulgate the premifts, 
ffnc"Uy charging .and enjoining all 
good citizens of this Commonwealth, 
and airfubjeds to his Moft Chriftian 
^fajeftyj and others within the fame, 
duly to refpect the prerogatives aricl 
jurifdittjon of the faid Conful efta- 
bliflied by' law/ as they will, anfwer 
the contrary at their peril. 

Given under my hand, and the 
feal of the Commonwealth, and in ' 



the fourth year of the Common* 
wealth, and in the year of Our 
Lord, one thoufand {even hundred 
and feventy-nine. 

Tho¥as Jbffbrson. 

From the Soutfy Carolina Gazette, 
dated Charltx town * July 27, 1780. * 

By th$ Right Honourable CHARLBS 
Earl CornwaLLIS, Lieutenant- 
General of biiMajejIfi \ Forces , faff. 

* A PjlOfl'AMATION. 

^Vhej-eas a memorial hath been 
prefented unto me by fundry perfons, 
who have been heretofore concerned 
in carrying on the trade and mer- 
chandize of this province, fetting 
forth, " That, in confequence of 
their former dealings, they are in- 
debted unto feveral merchants and 
manufacturers in Great-Britain, in 
large Aims of money, which they are, 
anxious to difcharge as fail as poffible, 
arid that there are now in this pro- 
vince,' over and above- what will be 
wanted for the confumption of the^ 
army aqd inhabitants, feveral thou- 
fand barrels of rice, and alfo other 
ufual articles of produce, to a very 
confiderable amount, which, if they 
are permitted to be /hipped to Great- 
Britain, would be applied to' that 
purpofe, but if detained in the coun- 
try, will, from their perifhable na- 
ture, greatly diminifn in value.'* 
And they have therefore prayed, tha^ 
I would grant them my permiffion to 
export the fame to Great-Britain*' 
under fuch regulations and reftric- 
tions, as may be thought fit to be 
cftablilhed. And whereas, upon 
due confideration, it hath appeared 
tb me, that it will be fit and expe- 
dient to grant the prayer of the fai4 
memorial, I do, by this my Procla- 
mation, notify and declare^ that per- 
miffion will from henceforth be 
granted tb his MajeftyV faithful and 
loyal fubjefts, to export to Greats 
Britain or Ireland, for the purpofe 
above mentioned, fo much of the 
rice now remaining in the country, 
and alfo fuch other articles of pro-t 
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duce as may be lawfully exported; 
and will riot be wanted for the ufe of 
ihe army, navy, or inhabitants $ 
fubject nevertheless unto, and under 
fuch rules, regulations; and reflric- 
tiqns, as it hath been found riecef- 
fary to fubftitute and 1 fnperadd to 
thofe fpecified and directed by the 
Proclamation iffued by his Excellency 
Sir Henry Clinton on the 27th day 
fcf May lafl. And all jnafters of 
VefTels, and other perfons, are hefeby 
cautioned againfl receiving on board 
any merchandize or effects which may 
belong to prifoners, either upotl pa- 
role or under confinement, or to any 
bthers whatfoever* except his Ma- 
jelly's loyal fubjects, as their vefTela 
thereby will be rendered liable x6 
fconfifcation, arid themfelves to other 
forfeitures and punifhmerits, which 
Will be levied and inflicted with the 
rigour fo criminal a conduct doth 
deferve. 

Given unde> my hartd, a.t Charles- 
town, the twenty-fecond day of July, 
Anno Doim one thoufand feveti hun- 
dred and eighty, and in the twen- 
tieth year of his Majefly's feign., 

CoitNWALLiS. 

By his Ldrdfhip's command, 
A, Ross, Aid-de-Cariif>. 

South Carolina. 
By the Right Honourable Charles 
Earl CoRNWALLls, Lieutenant- 
General of his Majefly's Forces f tif*-. 

A Proclamation. 
^Whereas it hath been reprefented 
tmto me, that fome of the inhabi- 
tants of this province have endea- 
voured to difpofe of great part of 
their property, and ititerided to re- 
Inove with their effects out of the 
limits of Kis Maje'fty*s government, 
whereby the merchants in Great- 
Britain, and other lawful creditors, 
Inay be greatly injured and defraud- 
ed of the juft debts which are due 
to them j and, for many other rea- 
fons, the fame ought not at prefent to 
3be permitted ; I do therefore, by this 



my Proclamation, flrictly forbid ail 
perfons whatever, from felling or 
difpofing of, or from offering to fale 
or difpofal, any lands, houfes, pr 
negroes; without having firfl obtain- 
£d a licence fo to do from the Com- 
mandant of Charles-town, who, in 
fit and reafonable cafes, will £rant 
the fame ; and all houfes, lands, of 
negroes, ^which mail hereafter be fold 
or otherwife difpofed of; without fuch 
licence, will be feized and fequefter- 
ed. And whereas the privileges and 
advailtages incident to the trade and 
commerce which is carried on in this 
province", are by law limited to,. 
and ought t6 be exclufively enjoyed 
by, his Majefly's liege and faithful 
fubjects ; yet^ neverthelefs, perfona 
who ate prifoners have prefumed td 
interfere therein, and have opened 
mops for the purpofe of carrying oii 
trade arid coinmerce in Charles-town; 
all fuch perfons are hereby cautioned 
againfl continuing fuch practices, 
and if, hi future, they do not defift 
therefrom, their goods and merchan- 
dize will be feized arid forfeited * 
arid all auctioneers and vendue maf- 
ters, or other perfons, are hereby 
ftrictly enjoined from carrying on 
any trade, or felling or difpofing of 
any goods, wares, or merchandize, 
on account of, or for the benefit of 
fuch perfons, Upon pain bf having 
their licenee talten from thein, or 
being otherwife dealt with, accord- 
ing to the nature of the cafe* Pro- 
vided neverthelefs, that nothing is 
hereby to be conftrued to extend to* 
prevent bakers, butchers, or any 
handicraft tradefmaa, manufacturer, 
or labourer, from exercifing or carry- 
ing oil their ufual arid accuflomed 
occupations and employments* And 
as fundry perfons may clandestinely 
withdraw themfelves from this pro- 
vince, to the prejudice of his Ma- 
jefly's fervice, and injury of their 
lawful creditors, I do hereby, in* the 
moft ftrift manner, prohibit and for- 
bid all matters of transports, or other 
L 1 2 Yeifel* 
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veflels employed in his Majefty's 
fervice, from receiving on board, or 
carrying away any perfons whatever, 
cither white or black, except the 
crew they brought with them, unlefs* 
they fhall receive a written paffport 
or permiffion from the Commandant 
at Charles-town for that purpofe* 
And the more effectually to prevent 
the fame being done in the veflels 
employed in the trade ;md commerce 
of the country, the mailers of all * 
fuch vefTels are hereby ordered to 
comply with the directions fpecified 
in two acls of the General Aflembly 
of this province, the one entitled, 
" An acl for the entry of vefl'els;" 
and the other, "An additional acl 
" to an act for the entry of veflels," 
upon pain of being t profecuted for 
the penalties inflicled by the faid 
ac"h, in cafe of their neglcft or re- 
fufal. 

Given under my hand at Charles- 
town, the twenty-fifth day of July r 
Anno Dom. one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty, ahd in the twen- 
tieth year of his Majefty's reign. 

CORNWALLIS- 

By his Lordfhip's command, 
A. Ross, Aid-de-Camp. 

From the London Gazette. 
Whitehall, September 30, 1780. 
By Brigadier-general Dalrymple, 
who arrived from New-York in his 
Majefty's Ihip Virginia, the 25 th in- 
ftant, difpatches have been received 
from General Sir Henry Clinton to 
Lord George G.ermain, one of his 
Majefty's Principal Secretaries of 
State, of which the following are ex- 
tracts : 

Extrati of a letter from .Sir Henry 
Clinton, JT. B. /o^WGeorce 
Germain, dated New-York, Aug* 
14, 1780. i 

I had the honour to inform your 
Lordlhip in my laft of my arrival 
from Charles-town, and of the por- 
tion in which I had placed the troops 
tour miles in front of KingVbricTgc 
defences. 



My advices from your Lordmfjr 
had given me cauk to expect 'a 
French armament ; an£ intelligence, 
which I communicated to Admiral 
Arbuthnot, had convinced me that 
their firft deftination was Rhode- 
Ifiand. I, in confequence; folicited 
that tranfports for 6000* men might 
be in full readinefs to receive troops,, 
mould early intimation of the ene- 
my's arrival invite to enterprize 
again ft them. 

On the 5th of July fome mips of 
war fell in with the French fleet off 
Cape Henry ; and on the fcth the 
Admiral received information of iu 
The 13th Admiral Graves arrived. 

On the 18th, by a courier from 
the eaft end of Long-Ifland, the firft 
intelligence was received of die arri- 
val on the 10th, of the French off 
Rhode-Ifltnd, which I tranfmitted 
immediately to Admiral Arbuthnot. 

In the hope that I might yet be in 
time to undertake fomething offen- 
sive againft the enemy, either by * 
land attack folely, or, if the Admi- 
ral ftiotrid have found it advifeable r 
a joint attempt with the fleet, I de-, 
termined', as fpeedily as poflible, to 
put a body of troops afloat in the* 
Sound, ready for operation to the 
eaftward, if further information 
mould warrant it,, and not too dif- 
ta-nt to return rapidly, and a& againft* 
the rebel army, mould they, in my 
sbfence, form an enterprize againit 
thefe pofts.. 

Many cau/es tranfpired to retard 
the arrival of tranfports at Frogs- 
neck, from whick place my embar- 
kation was only effected the 27 th. 
During this time al.IJiopes offuocef* 
from a coup-de-maih were of courfe 
wafted away. 

The Camilla and Amphittfte, 
which were appointed to conyoy us,; 
joining the lame day, t proceede^- 
with the tranfports to JJuntipgdo* 
Bay, where I was honoured with, 
fuch accounts from the Admiral,- or 
the attention the enemy had given to 
fortify themfelves, that I no longer 
entertained 
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entertained an icfe'a of making any 
attempt folcly with the troops. 1 
cannot judge what might have been 
expected from *§, joint ■ operation ; 
but I prefume that, in the afpect af- 
fairs bore at that time, it was not to 
be undertaken with propriety. 

On the 31ft therefore I returned to 
Whiteftone, where I difembarked the 
troops, keeping the tranfports in rea- 
dirtefc to receive them again, if »e- 
ceffary ; and the army encamped near 
the fhore. 

During the time Wafhington by a 
rapid movement,, had, with an army 
increafed to 12,000 men, patted the 
North River, and was inoving to- 
wards King's-bridge, when he mult 
have learned that my armament had t 
not proceeded to Rhode- [fland. Pie 
(I apprehend in confequence of this) 
recroifed the river, and is now Hear 
Orange-town. 

The Admiral is near Gardiner's 
Ifland, to which place I fliall, if po£ 
Able, proceed to confer with- him and 
his officers, that if any thing can be 
done by the fleet y the fecondary af- 
Mance of the land forces may be 
given; for it is no longer in my 
power, with my prefent numbers and 
refources, to think of any deliberate 
Undertaking as principal, againft the 
united force of the French and the 
rebels, in a poft which 3500 British 
were able to maintain, in a meaner 
pofture of defe'nee, againft 18,000 
men, and a very powerful fleet. 
Extra3 of a letter from Sir Henry 

Clinton to Lotd George Gjs.r- 

MAiN, dated Eajl-hamptOHf Suff'o k 

county t Long-Ijlandy Au^itji 20, 

1780. 

I have the fausfaftion of communi- 
cating to your Lordihip an inltance 
of courage, which reflects the greater! 
honour on a fmall body of the re- 
fugees., 

^ About feventy of them had taken 

z p6ft on a part of the oppofrte more on 

the North River, called BallVferry, 

where they had fortified themielves 



with a blockhoufe an<f blockade, tor 
be protected in cutting wood; the la- 
bour they were employed in fbr their" 
maintenance. 

A corps of near two thoufanfr re- 
bels, ^under their Generals Wayrfe,' 
Irving and Proilor, with feven piecev 
of cannon, made an attack upon? 
them on the 21ft uit. Notwithftand- 
ing a cannonade of three hours, al- 
mofl every Ihot of which penetrated 
through the blockhoufe, and an at- 
tempt to carry the place by affauit, 
they were rep ul fed by thefe brave : 
men, with the lofs of a great many 
killed and wounded. The exertions* 
of the refugees did hot ceafe, after 
having reMed fo great a force ; they 
followed the, enemy,, feized their 
ilragglers, and refcued from them 
the cattle they were driving from the 
neighbouring diltricl. 

The blockhoufe, which I vjfited, 
was pierced with fifty-two fhot in one' 
face only; and the two fmalt guns;, 
that were in it difmourrtcd : fix of" 
the refugees were killed, and fifteen- 
wounded, the far greater part in the^ 
blockhoufe. 

The following are extracts of four 
letters from Lieutenant-general Earf 
Cornwallis to Sir Henry Clintbn, re-" 
ceived with the above : 
Extras of a letter front Lieutenant^' 
general Earl Cornwallis to^Si'r' 
Henry Clinton, dated Char les- 
town, South -Carolina, June 30,-* 
1780. . * ■ * 

The fubmifficn of General Wil- 
liamfon at Ninety-fix, whofe capitu- 
lation I inclofe with Captain ParisV 
letter, and the difperfion of a party 
of rebels, who had aflemhled at an 
iron work on .the north>weft border^ 
of the province, by a detachment of 
dragoons and militia from Lieute- 
nant-colonel Tumbull, put an end to' 
all. refinance in South^Garolina. » 
I have agreed to apropofal made' 
by Mr. Harrifon/ to raiie * proving 
cial corps of five hundred meri> will* 
the rank of Major,. to ? be compofed 
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if tne riativet of tie country between troop's, including fome £dvaffy, and 
the Pedee and Wateree, and in which faid to be preparing to advance to 



it is at prefent extremely probable 
that he will fucceed. 

I have eftablifhed tke moil fatis* 
faftory correfpondence, arid have feeh 
Several people of credit arid undoubted 
fidelity from North-Carolina. They 
*U agree in the afTurances of the good 
difpofition of a confiderable body of 
ihe inhabitants, and of the Jmpoffibi- 
lity of fubfifking a body of troops in 
that country till the harveft is oven 
This rfcafon, the heat of the' fummer; 
and the unfettled Hate of South- 
Carolina, all concurred to convince 
me of the rieceflity of poftponing of- 
ferifrve operations on that fide Until 
the latter end of Augufl or begin- 
ning of September! and; in confe- 
rence, I fent dmiuaries to the lead- 
ing perfohs anioneft our friends, re- 
commending, in the ftrongeft terms* 
that they mould attend to their har- 
veft; prepare provlfioris, and remain 
*juiet until the King's troops were 
ieady to enter the province. 

Notwithfknding thefe precautions, 
I am forry.to fay, that a confiderable 
number of loyal inhabitants of Troy- 
ion county, encouraged and tieaded 
by a Colonel Moore, rofe on the 1 8th 
ihftant, without order or caution, 



Salisbury : Porterfield is in the neigh- 
bourhood of Salifbury with, 30a Vir- 
ginians; and Rutherford with feme 
militia with him : Cftfwall with 150a 
militia is marched from Grofs Creek 
to the Deep River between Hillfbo^ 
rough and Salifbury ; arid-Sumpter^ 
With abou* the fame number of mili- 
tia, is advanced as far as the Cataw- 
ba^ftttlement. Lord Rawdon reports* 
to me, that many of the difaffetted 
South Carolinians, from the Wax- 
haw and other fettlements on the/ 
frontier, whom he has put on parole,- 
have availed themfelves of the gene- 
ral releafe of the 20th of June, and 
have joined General Sumpter. 

Accounts from Virginia, through* 
different channels, fay, that 2500' 
of their militia had followed dc 
Kalbe ; that the AfTembly had toted 
5000 men to be immediately drafted 
to ferve as a corps of obifervation i 
and had veiled their Governor with 
abfolute power during their fecefs* 
The Government of North Carolina 
is likewife making great exertions to' 
raife troops, aha perfecuting our 
friends in the moft cruel manner ; irf 
•onfequence of which, Colonel Bry- 
an, although he had promifed tc* 



and were, in a few days, defeated by * wait for my orders^ loft all patience, 



General Rutherford, with fome lofs* 
%xtra3 of a lettet from Lituitndni- 

ftntral Earl Cornwa^lis to Sir 
Ienry Clinton, dated CbdrUs* 
io<u>n, July 14, 1780. 
Since my arrival at this tflace/ t 
Have been employed in the internal 
regulation of the province^ and fet- 
tling the' militia of the lower diftrifts,* 
loth of which are in great forward- 
nefs; and I have kept up a continual 
torrefpondence with the frontiers and 
the interior parts of North Carolina, 
where the alpe& of affairs is not fo 
peaceable as when I wrote Iafh Ma- 
jor-general de Kalbe is certainly at 
HHl&orough with 1 2000 Continental 



and rofe with about 800 men on the' 
Yadkin ; and/ by a' difficult and dan- 
gerous march, joined Major M* Ar- 
thur, on the borders of Anfon county a 
about two thirds only of his people* 
were armed/ and thofe I believe but 
indifferently; 

. The effete oT tie exertions which* 
the enemy are making in thofe two* 
provinces will,* I make" no d6ubt, be 
exaggerated to us. To enable me tor 
begin firft, I am ufirig every jx>ffibl£ 
difpatch in tranfporting to Camden,- 
rum, fait, regimental ftores, armsy 
and ammunition, which, oh account 
of the diAance and exce&ve heat of 
the feafon, is a work of adtaite la-' 

bour^ 
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bour, and requires a confiderable 
time. In the mean while, the mea- 
fures that I have directed Lord Raw- 
don to take, will, I trull, put it out 
©f the power of the enemy to ftrike 
a blow at any of our detachments, or 
to make . any confiderable inroads 
into this province. I have the fatis- 
faftion to affure your Excellency, 
that the numbers and difpofitions of 
our militia equal my moft fanguine 
expectations. 

I have agreed to the propofal of 
Mr. Cunningham, in the Ninety-fix 
diftricl, to raife a corps on the foot- 
ing of Major Harrifon's. 
ixtrafl of a letter from Lieutenant- 
general Earl Cornwallis to Sir 
Henry Clinton, datedCbarletr 
town, July ij, 1780, 
I have jo ft received intelligence 
from Lord Rawdon, that de Kalbe 
has certainly joined Cafwall at Coxe's 
plantation on the Deep River : his 
Lortfihip in confequence has withr 
jlrawi} ' tylajor M'Arthur's detach, 
fhent over the Black Creek, where he 
jneans to join him with two batta- 
lions, and poft Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter on Hanging Rock Creek. 
This will make his fi tuation pretty 
£ompa£t ; but I fear the enemy will 
make ihcurfiohs into the country. I 
jpropofe going down in a few days j 
although you will eafily imagine, 
that arrangements here are much 
wanted ; and that I can be but ill 

S" ared ; the other buiinefs is however 
e moft preffing. 

The Lord Rawdon likewife in- 
dofed to me a letter from Lieute- 
nant-colonel Turnbull, at Rocky 
Mount, on the Weft bank of the 
Wateree, thirty miles from Camden, 
who reports, that having heard that 
feme of the violent rebels/ about 
thirty miles in his front, had return- 
ed to their plantations, and were en- 
couraging the people to join them, 
he fent Captain Huck of the legion, 
tvith a detachment of about 30 or 40 
if that corps, 20 mtunted men of 



the New^York volunteer*, and 69 
militia, to feize or drive them away.- 
Captain Huck, encouraged by meet- 
ing with no oppofition, encamped in 
an unguarded manner, was totally 
furprized and routed. The Captain 
was killed, and only 12 of the legion, 
and as many of the militia, efqaped. 
Extrafi of a letter from Lieutenant^ 

general Earl CoRN WALL IS to Sir 

HenrvClinton,^i/^CW«- 

toavn, Aug* 6, 1780. 

The general ftateof tilings, in the 
two provinces of North and, South 
Carolina, is not very materially al- 
tered fince my letters of the 1 4th and 
i^th of laft month were written. 
Frequent fltirmifhes, with various 
fuccefs, have happened in the coun- 
try between the Catwaba River and 
Broad River. The militia of the 
diftricl about Tiger and Ennorce Ri* 
vers was formed by us under Colonel 
Floyd ; Colonel Neale, the rebel 
Colonel, had fled ; but Lieutenant- 
colonel Lifle, who had been paroled 
to the iflands, exchanged, on his ar- 
rival in Charles-town, his parole for 
a certificate of his being a good fub- 
jecl, returned to the country, and 
carried off the whole battalion to join 
General Sumpter at Catwaba, We 
have not, however, on the whole, lofr* 
ground in that part of the country. 
Turnbull was attacked at Rocky 
Mount by Sumpter, with about 1.200 
men, militia and refugees, from this 
province, whom he repulfed with 
great lofs : we had on our part an 
officer killed, and one wounded. Co~ 
lonel Turnbull's conduct was very 
meritorious. The affair of Captain 
Huck turned out of left confequence 
than it appeared at firft : the Cap- 
tain and three men of the Legion 
were killed, and feven men of the 
New- York volunteers taken. On the 
Eaftern part of the province, Major 
M'Arthur, feeing the great import-' 
ance of the poft at Chiraw Hills, and 
finding himfelf perfectly fecure from 
any attack of the enemy, defired to 
continue 
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continue there longer than It was In- 
tended he ihould; when -J had the 
honour of writing to you on the 15th. 
At laft, however, the 7 ill regiment 

Erew fo exceedingly fickly, that he 
mnd it abfolutely neceflary to move, 
and marched on the 24th to the Eail 
Branch of Lincoln's Creek. Gates, 
%vho has taksn the command of de 
Kalbe's corps, was ftill on Deep RU 
ver ; and Rutherford no farther ad- 
vanced than Rocky River, Pedee. 
Knowing of no enemy within many 
miles, he ventured to fend about 100. 
lick in boats down the Pedee to 
<jeorge-rtown. Colonel Mills, who, 
commanded the militia of the Chiraw 
-<iiib-icl, .though a very good man, 
• had not complied with my induc- 
tions in forming his corps ; but ha<£ 
placed more faith in oaths and pro* 
feifions, aqd attended his to the for. 
mer condu^ of thofe^he admitted, 
The inftant the militia found that 
M* Arthur %zd left his poft, and were 
affured that Gates vfould come there 
the next day, they feized their own, 
officers, and. the , hundred fick, and 
carried them aiT f prifoners into North 
Carolina. Colonel Mills with diffi- 
culty made his efcape to, George r ; 
town. The wheat harveft: in North 
Carolina is now oyer, but the wea-j 
ther is ilil} excefliveiy hot ; and, nou 
withflanding our utmoft exertions, a 
great part of the rumj Lit, cloathing> 
and necciTanes .fpr the foldiers, and 
the arms for the provincials, and am." 
fuuairion f6r the ,trooy&, arc not very 
far advanced on their way, to Cam- 
den. However,, if no material inter:;' 
ruption happens, this bufincfs w.ill'b.e 
nearly aceompliihed in a fortnight or 
three weeks. _ 

Our aflarances of attachment from 
our difirefled friends in North "Caro- 
lina, are as ftrong as ever. And the 
patience and fortitude with which 
thofe unhappy people bear the moil 
oppreflive and cruel tyranny that 
«v£r was exercifed Over any counpy^ 
delene our greateit admiration* 



jidmirahy-QJiee, September 3c, 17S0, 
Captain Orde, of his MajeftyY 
fhip Hie Virginia, arrived at this Of- 
fice the 25th inftant from North 
America, with difpatches from Vice r 
admiral Arbuthnot, of which the foU 
lowing are extracls : 
Europe, QardinerU IJland Bay, An- 
£ujig t 1780. 
In my letter of the 3d of July laft, 
I had the honour to inform you of 
the arrival of the Robuft and Pearl 
from Hallifax, and that difpofitipns 
were made to receive the French fleet 
fhould it arrive before Rear-Admiral 
Graves ; if otherwife, to put his re- 
inforcement in immediate order for 
fervice, to enable me to meet or pur- 
fue it. 

"* On the 8th, the Triton and Gua- 
daloupei which had been oh the look- 
out, returned with intelligence that 
they had fallen in with the enemy's 
fquadron on the 5th; that its force 
confiiled of eight mips of the line and 
frigates, and that it appeared to be 
ftpering towards the Delaware 
, On the 13t.fi following, Rear-Ad- 
miral Graven arrived at Sandy Hook 
with fix prips of the line, having Ief$ 
the Amphitrite with a French Eaft- 
Indjaman he had captured in his 
Way; and haying landed the lick, 
which were immediately replaced by 
volunteers from the jhip? in the har- 
>our, and theii; water and provifipns 
yelnz foon compleated, I pafled the 
■>ar w^tji the Europe, Robuft, Rai- 
; on able and Renown, on tjie 17 th', 
anif haying received intelligence that 
the enemy -had. arrived at Rhode 
Itland, I loft ho time in proceeding 
with t^e fquadrbn off that place, ancj. 
arrived there on thc'22d. The ene- 
my appeared to have feveral consi- 
derable ^encampments'- on the fhore, 
and' had moored the (hips and fri^ 

f^atcs'in a line, extending from Rbfe- 
fland to' the Conanicut fhore.' 
In the mearV time the Blonde and 
Galatea" were feft with orders to bring 
the tranfports under their' convoy 
; " ' from 
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From New- York, fliould the General 
judge an attempt on Rhode-Ifland to 
be warrantable. ' I remained at an- 
chor ofF Block-Ifland until the 4th, 1 
when the troops, which had embark- 
ed at Huntingtcn-Bay, being order- 
ed on fhore, I proceeded to this Bay 
on the 6th, to procure refrefhments 
and to compleat our water ; and the 
moment this is done, I Shall rciume 
my flation ofF Newport. Even here 
I am ready, at an inftant, eventually 
to co-operate with the army, or to 
purfue the enemy, as opportunity 
and occafion may offer or require. 

The coaft is, in the mean time, 
lined with cruizers, every frigate and 
floop I have being at Tea. 

As their Lordfhips. will undoubt- 
edly be anxious to be informed re- 
flecting vur fituation, I difpatch 
the Virginia with this ; and I defire 
to mention Captain Orde to their 
Lordfhips as an officer of great merit. 
Emrofe, off Martha* s Vineyard^ Aug* 
2C, 1780. 
I have been induced to detain the 
Virginia fome days longer than f at 
fh-ft intended, in the hope that I 
might have fome decifive event to 
communicate to their Lordfhips. 

B.ut the enemy ttill continue at 
Newport ; the report of-an expected 
reinforcement is yet current, and 
their determination appears to re- 
main inactive until they mall be 
ftrengthened* 

I left Gardener's Ifland Bay the 
17th inftant; and having cruized 
with the fquadron for eight days be- 
tween Nantucket Shoals and the 
Eaft end of Long Ifland, I anchored 
here yefterday, and am ready to aft 
as events may point out. Every 
wind that enables the enemy to fail 
from Rhode Ifland, is fair to me : 
they cannot move, but I mult have 
inftant notice of it. 



From the London Gazette. 
j4dmiralty-Oj?ice, QBeber 3, I780; 
Captain Keppel, late of his Ma- 
Vol. X. 



jefty's fhip ' Ve-ftal, arrived at this 
Office on Sunday' laft, charged with 
difpatches from Rear-Admiral Ed- 
wards ; of which the following are 
extracts :■ 

Proteus, St. John's, Newfoundland* 
Auguft f.3, 1780, 
On the 3d of July, I fell in with 
and took an American brig letter of 
marque, called the Pallas, of four- 
teen carriage guns, and fifty men* 
commanded by Hector M'Neal, from 
Newberry to Amfterdam, loaded with 
bark, indigo, furs,- cochineal, and a 
quantity of dye-woods. 

On the 19th I fell in with the fhip 
Hervey, belonging to the Quebec 
fleet, which failed under convoy of 
the Danae and Pandora ; I brought 
her into St. John's harbour with me ; 
and the Cygnet arriving the 16th, 
with fix fail more of the fame con- 
voy, who had parted with the Danae 
and Pandora, and thirteen fail a few 
days before upon the Banks, I di- 
rected Captain Keppel in the Veftal, 
and Captain Stanhope in the Tre- 
pafTey, to convoy them as far as 
Cape Rozier, and fee them fafe into 
the River St. Laurence; and on the 
1 8th they failed. One of thofe 
which the Cygnet brought iri (the 1 
brig Thetis) had been taken by the 
Eflex, an American privateer, and 
retaken by the fhip Argo. 

The Fairy arrived here the 81th o( 
May, the Veftal the 2d, and Oifeau 
the'i ith of July, without Icfiilg any 
of their convoys. The Maidftone 
has been a cruize upon the Bank9 
fmce her arrival, which was the 2d 
of June; and, on the 29th* of laft 
month, returned with an American 
fchooner, loaded with eighty-feven 
hogfheads of tobacco. The Coureur, 
I am forry to acquaint their Lord- 
fhips, was taken by two American 
privateers, of fourteen guns each, 
on the 2 1 ft of June. 

I have the pleafure to inform - 
them, Captain Berkely retook Lieu- 
tenant Mayor, and thirty of the 
M m Coureur's 
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Coureur's men, rbe next day, in one 
of the privateers called the Griffin, 
of fourteen carriage guns, and fixty- 
five men, and brought them fate,, 
with the privateer, into this harbour. 
He alio took (after a chace of forty- 
one hours) and brought in here the 
*2th of June, an American privateer 
brig called the Wilkes, of fourteen 
carriage guns,, and feventy-five men. 
Captain- BaffcerviHe, in the Cygnet, 
took an American privateer brig, 
•ailed the* Spitfire, of twelve guns, 
and fifty-three men-, the 15 th of 
May; and another the 9th of June, 
called the Tyger, of twelve guns, 
and thirLy-fix men : and on the 
33d, the Maidftone and Cygnet took 
a brig called the Saratoga^ of twelve 
guns and forty-one men; all which 
were brought fafe into this harbour, 
And here I muft beg leave to exprefs 
my approbation of the conduct of 
the officers and men upon the above 
©ccafions, particularly of the Hon,- 
Captain Berkeley, whofe alacrity in> 
getting the Fairy ready, when* in- 
telligence was received,, that the 
Coureur was blocked up inBonavifta 
harbour by two American privateers r 
is fpoken highly of, and had well 
nigh been attended with the greateft 
iuccefs. 

I have the fatisfadtion to inform 
their Lordfhips, that not one Englifh 
veffel has been taken, or the leaft 
depredation committed, upon any 
part of Newfoundland, fince my 
arrival, I am, &c. 

Rt Edwards. 

Proteus, Sf. John's, Newfoundland^ 
Septtmbtr 16, 1780. 
In addition to my letter of the 
1 jth of Auguft, you will pleafe to ac- 
quaint the Lords Commifiioners of 
the Admiralty, that I received' a let- 
ter, the 13th of Auguft, dated at St. 
Peter's the 6th, from Captain Berke- 
ley, informing me, that his Majefty's 
ftiip Hind had come down from 
Quebec, in confequence of the Wolfe 



armed fliip Beirfg cad' away upon* 
the S. W\ part of this ifland. She 
had taken two privateers (one called 
the Harlequin, and the other' the 
Macaroni) and every thing being 
faved out of the Wolfe, failed for 
Quebec again the day beYore. The" 
troops were all - arrived fafe, when* 
me left that place. 

On the 23d the Surprize arrived 
from a cruize. In her way to Halifax 
fhe retook the Margaret Chriftiana, 
who had been taken on her paflage 
to Quebec, by the EfTex American 
privateer. 

On- the zSth the Mercury return- 
ed from the Banks. She retook the 
fhip Elizabeth of Renews,, orr the 
19th, who had been taken by the 
Dean, an American privateer of 
thirty-two guns, a few days be- 
fore. 

On the 30th the Placentk brig ar- 
rived, having on the 28th retook a 
ftiallop loaded with fifh, that had 
been taken by the Phcenix, an Ame- 
rican privateer brig of fixteen guns^ 
and fixty men. 

The lit inftant the fhip Fanny, of 
Baltimore, loaded with tobacco and 
ftaves, arrived here, having been 
taken by the Portland on- the rjd of 
laft months 

Or the icttfi the VeftaFfent in the 
brig Relief, from Maryland for Am- 
sterdam, with ninety-nine hogftieads 
of tobacco,, taken, the twenty- fourth 
of Auguft., 

On the rztfc Captain lfrpptf la- 
the Veftal, and Captain Berkeley in 
the Fairy r arrived with the Phcenjx 
privateer, of fixteen guns and fixty 
men, taken by them the* 10th, and 
the Mercury packet from Philadel- 
phia, on board of which was the 
Honourable Henry Laurens, Efq. 
late President of the Congrefs in 
America, bound on- an embaffy to 
Holland. 

Enclofed I have feat a lift of prize* 
taken ; and am! &c. 

R. Edward*. 
Ntpusy 
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2$am*s> 'Ifft. ofjhifs and vejfels taken 

by his Majefiys fquadrtn under 

the command of Rear - Admiral 

Edwards, at Newfoundland. 

1780. May 5. By the -Cygnet 
Hoop. Brig Spitfire, (privateer) be- 
longing to Marfctlthead, £0 Jons, 
■iz guns, S3 men. 

June 8. By ditto. Brig Tyger, 
^privateer) belonging to Salem, 80 
tons, 12 guns, 63 men. 

June ii., By the Fairy iloop. 
'Brig Wilkes, .(privateer) belonging 
to Gloucefter, 140 ;tons, 14 guns, 
£5 men. 

June 20. By ditto. Brig Griffia, 
.(privateer) belonging to Salem, 100 
tons, 54 guns, 49 men. 

Jime 23. By the Maidftone and 
£ygne,t. Brig Saratoga, (privateer) 
■belonging to Salem,, 120 tons, 12 
guns, 41 men. 

July 3* By tie Portland,. Brig 
Pallas, belonging to Newberry, Ia- 
.den with inciigo, furs, Jbark, and 
dye-wood, for Holland, 14Q tons, 
14 guns, .4.3 men. 

July 14.' By the Cygnet. Brig 
Thetis, (recapturi) belonging to 
Stockton, in England, laden with 
rum, wine, and flour, for Quebec, 
140 tons, 6 men. 

iuly 6 . By the .Maidftonc 
ooner Independence, belonging 
to Virginia, laden with tobacco, fojr 
Holland, 5© tons, 1 2 men. 

Aug. 19,. By the Mercury. Ship 
Elizabeth (recapture) 240 tons, 14 
guns, 10 men, from London to 
Newfoundland, laden with fal^. 

<A**g» 23. By the Portland,. Ship 
fanny, 140 , tons, .12 guns, 35 men, 
from Baltimore to Holland, ladf? 
with tobacco. 

July. 15. By the Surprize Mar* 

faret Chrlftiana, (recapture) from 
.ondon to Quebec, laden with fun- 
dry goods, and carried into Halifax, 
Aug. 24. By the Veftal. Brig 
Relief, 120 tons, 12 men, from 
Baltimore to Holland, laden with 
jobacce. 



Sept. 3.. By the Veftal and Fairly. 
Brig Mercury, (Congrefs packet) 
60 tons, 4 guns, 1 4 men, from Phi- 
ladelphia to Holland. 

Sept. 10. By the Veftal and Fairy . 
IBrig Phoenix, (privateer) belonging 
Xo Newberry, 140 tons, 16 guns 
So men. 

R. Edwards. 
St, John's,, Sept. \6, 1780. 

The London Gazettb Extraor- 
dinary* 
Whitehall, 0$. 9, 1780. This 
morning Capt. Rofs, Aid-de-Camp 
to lieutenaat-General Earl Cern- 
wallis, arrived in town from South- 
Carolina, with a letter from his 
Lordihip to Lord George Germain, 
one of his Majefty's principal Secre- 
taries of State, o£ which die follow- 
ing is a copy : 

Camdm t Aug. 21, 1 7 80, 
My Lotus 
It is with great pleasure that I 
communicate to your Lordfhip an 
account of a complete vidtory ob- 
tained on the 1 6th inftant, by his 
Majefty's troops under my command, 
over the rebel fouthern army, com- 
manded by General Gates. 

In mydifpatch, No. 1, I had the 
honour to inform your Lordfhip, that 
while at Charles-town* I was regu- 
larly acquainted, by Lord Rawdori, 
with every material incident or move- 
ment made by the enemy, or by the 
troops under his Lordihip's com- 
jnarid. 

On the 9th inftant two exprefleS 
arrived, with an account, that Ge- 
neral Gates was advancing towards 
Lynche's Creek with his whole army, 
fuppofed to amount to fix thoufand 
.men, exclufive of a detachment of 
one thoufand men under General 
Sumpter, who, after having in vain 
attempted to force the polls at Rocky 
Mount and Hanging Rock, was be- 
lieved to be, at that time, trying to 
get round the left of our pofition, to 
cut off our communication with the 
M m 2 Congarees 
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Congarees and Charles-town ; that 
the difafFected country between Pedee 
and Black River had actually revolt- 
ed ; and that Lord Rawdon was con- 
tracting his pofls, and preparing to 
aflemble his poll at Camden. 

In confequence of this information, 
after finifhing fome important points 
of bufmefs at Charles-town, I fet out, 
on the everting of the 10th, and ar- 
rived at Camden on the night be- 
tween the 13th and 14th, and there 
found Lord Rawdon with our whole 
force, except Lieutenant -colonel 
Turn-bull's fmali detachment, which 
fell back from Rocky Mount to Ma- 
jor Fergufon's polls of the militia, 
of Ninety-fix, on Little River. 

I h? N d' now 'my option to make, 
either to retire or attempt the enemy; 
for the pofition at Camden was a bad 
one to be attacked in, and by Ge- 
neral Su?npter ? s advancing down the 
Wateree, my fupplies mufl have fail- 
ed me in a few days, „ 

I faw no difficulty in making good 
my retreat to Charles-town, with the 
troops that were able to march ; but, 
in taking that refolution, I mufl have 
not only left near eight hundred fick 
and a great quantity of ilores at this 
place, but I clearly faw the lofs of 
the whole province, except Charles- 
town, and all of Georgia, except 
Savannah, as immediate confequen- 
ces, befides forfeiting all pretenfjons 
to future confidence from our friends 
in this part of America. 

On the other hand, there was no 
doubt of the rebel army being well 
appointed, and of its number be- 
ing upwards of five thoufand men, 
exclusive of General Sumpter's de- 
tachment, and of a corps of Virginia 
militia of twelve or fifteen hundred 
men, either actually joined or ex- 
pected to join the main body every 
hour: and my own corps, which 
never was numerous, was now re- 
duced, by ficknefs or other cafualties, 
to about fourteen hundred fighting 
$nen 7 of regulars and provincials, 



with four or five hundred militia and 
North Carolina refugees. 

However, the greatefl part of the 
troops that I had being perfectly 
good, and having left Charles-town. 
fufficiently garrifoned and provided 
for a fiege, and feeing little to lofe 
by a defeat, and much to gain by a 
victory, I refolved to take the firfl 
good opportunity to attack the rebel 
army. 

Accordingly, I took great pains 
to procure good information of .their 
movements and pofition : and I learn- 
ed that they had encamped, after 
marching from Hanging Rock, at 
Col. Rugeley's, about twelve miles 
from hence, on the afternoon of the 
fourteenth. 

After confulting fome intelligent 
people, well acquainted with the 
ground, I determined to march at 
ten o'clock on the night of the 15 th, 
and to attack at day-break, pointing 
my principal force againfl their Con- 
tinentals, who, from good intelli- 
gence, I knew to be badly ported, 
clofe to Colonel Rugeley's houfe. 
Late in the evening I received infor- 
mation, that the Virginians had 
joined that day ; however, that hav- 
ing been expected, I did not alter 
my plan, but marched at the hour 
appointed, leaving the defence of 
Camden to fome provincials, militia, 
and convalefcents, and a detachment 
of the fixty-third regiment, which, 
by being mounted on horfes, which 
they had prefted on the road, it was 
hoped would arrive in the courfe of 
the night, 

I had proceeded nine miles, when 
about half an hour paft two in the 
morning, my advanced guard fell in 
"with the enemy. By the weight of 
the fire I was convinced they were in 
confiderable force, and was foon 
afTured by fome deferters and pri- 
soners, that it was the whole rebel 
army on its 'march to attack us at 
Camden. -I immediately halted and 
formed, and the enemy doing the? 

fame. 
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feme, the firing Toon ceafed. Con- 
fiding in the difciplined courage of 
his Majefty's troops,. >and well ap- 
prifed by icveral intelligent inhabi- 
tants, that the ground on which 
both armies flood, being narrowed 
ny fwamps on the right and left, 
was extremely favourable for my 
numbers, I did not chufe to hazard 
the great flake for which I was going 
to fight, to the uncertainty and confu- 
fion to which an action in the dark is 
fo particularly liable ; but having 
taken rr.eafures that the enemy fhould 
not have it in their power to avoid 
an engagement on that ground, I 
refolved to defer the attack till day. 
At the dawn I made my iaft difpofi- 
tion, and formed the troops in the 
following order ; the division on the 
right, confining of a fmall corps of 
light infantry, the twenty-third and 
thirty-third regiments, undet the 
.command of Lieutenant - colonel 
Webller; the divifion on the left 
confifting of the Volunteers of Ire- 
land, Infantry of the Legion, and 
part of Lieutenant - colonel Hamil- 
ton's North Carolina regiment, un- 
der the command of Lord Rawdon, 
with two fix and two three-pounders, 
which were commanded by Lieut. 
M'Leod. The feventy-firfl regi- 
ment, witty two fix-pounders, was 
formed as a referve, one battalion in 
the rear of the divifion of the right, 
the other of that of the left, and the 
cavalry of the Legion in the rear, 
and the country being woody, clofe 
to the feyenty-firft regiment, with 
orders to feize any opportunity that 
might offer to break the enemy's 
line, and to be ready to protect our 
own, in cafe any corps mould meet 
with a check. 

This difpofition was juft made 
when X perceived that the enemy, 
paving likewife perfifted in their re- 
solution to fight, were formed in two 
lines oppofite and near to us ; and 
jp^ferving a movement on their left, 



which I fuppofed to be with an in- 
tention to make fome alteration in 
their order, I directed Lieutenant- 
colonel Webfter to begin the attack, 
which was done with great vigour, 
and in a few minutes the action was 
general along the whole front. It 
was at this time a dead calm, with a 
little hazinefs in the air, which pre- 
venting the fmoke from rifing, oc^ 
cafioned fo thick a darknefs, that it 
was difficult to fee the effect of a 
very heavy and well fupported fire on 
both fides. Our line continued to 
advance in good order, and with the 
coo! intrepidity of experienced Britifh 
foldiers, keeping up a conftant fire, 
or making ufe of bayonets, as oppor- 
tunities offered ; and, after an obfti- 
n ate refinance during three quarters 
of an hour, threw the enemy into 
total confufion, and forced them to 
give way in all quarters. At this 
inftant I ordered the cavalry to com- 
plete the route, which was perform- 
ed with their ufual promptitude and 
gallantry ; and after doing great ex- 
ecution on the field of battle, they 
continued the purfuit to Hanging 
Rock, twenty-two miles from the 
place where the action happened, 
during which, many of the enemy 
were uain, and anumberofprifoners, 
near one hundred and fifty waggons, 
(in one of which was a brafs cannon, 
the carriage of which had been da- 
maged in the fkirmifh of the night) • 
- a confiderable quantity of military 
flores, and all the baggage and camp 
equipage of the rebel army, fell into 
pur hands. 

The lofs of the enemy was very 
confiderable ; a number of colours, 
and feven pieces of brafs cannon, 
(being all their artillery that were in 
the action) with all their ammunition 
waggons, were taken ; between eight 
and nine hundred were killed, among 
that number Brigadier-general Gre- 
gory, and about one thoufand pri- 
soners, many of whom wounded, of 

which 
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which n timber were Major-general 
iBaron de Kalbe, fince dead, and 
JBrigadier-general Rutherford. 

I have the honour to inclofe a re- 
turn of killed and wounded on our 
*fde- The Iofs of fo many brave 
men is much to be lamented ; but 
•the number is moderate in propor- 
tion to fo great an advantage. 

The behaviour of his Majefly's 
troops in general was beyond all 
praife ; it did honour to themfelves 
And to their country. I was particu- 
larly indebted to Colonel Lord Raw- 
don, and to Lieutenant -colonej 
Webfter, for the diftinguifhed cou- 
rage and ability with which they con-' 
dueled their refpeftive divifions, and 
the capacity and vigour of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton, at the head 
of the cavalry, deferve my higheft 
commendations ; Lieutenant M'Leod 
exerted himfelf greatly an the conduct 
of our artillery. My Aid-de-Camp, 
Captain Rofs, and Lieutenant Hal~ 
<iane, of the engineers, who acted in 
tl^at capacity, rendered me moft e{~ 
fential fervice; and the public omV 
cers, Major of Brigade England, 
who acted as Deputy* Adjutant-gene- 
ral, and the Majors of Brigade 
Manley and Doyle, ihewed the moll 
active and zealous attention to their 
duty ; Governor * Martin became 
again a military man, and behaved 
with the fpirit of a young volunteer. 

The fatigue of the troops .render- 
ed them incapable of further exertion 
o.i the day orthe action ; but as I faw 
the importance of deftroying or di- 
fperiing, if poffible, the corps under 
General Sumpter, as it might prove 
a foundation for aflcmbling the rout- 
ed army, on the morning of the 17th 
1 detached Lieutenant-colonel Tarle- 
ton with the Legion cavalry and in- 
fantry, and the corps of light infan- 
try, making in all about three hun- 
dred and fifty men, with orders to 
attack him wherever he could find 
him ; and at th& fame time I fent 
orders to Lieutenant-colonel Turn- 



bull and Major Fergafbn, at that 
time on Little River, to put their 
corps in motion immediately, and 
on their fide to pnfue and endeavour 
to attack General Sumpter. Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Tarleton executed 
this fervice with his ufual activity 
and military addrefs. Heprocured 
good information of Stimpter's move- 
ments, and, by force and concealed 
inarches, came up with and furprifed 
him in the middle of the day on the 
j 8th, near the Catawba Fords. He 
totally deftroyed or difperfed his de- 
tachment, confining then of feven 
hundred men, killing one hundred 
and fifty on the fpot, a^d taking 
two pieces of brafs cannon and three 
hundred prifoaers, and forty-four 
waggons. He likewife retook one 
hundred of our men, who had fallen 
into their hands partly at the actioa 
at Hanging Rock, and partly in 
-efcortihg feme waggons from Con- 
garees to Camden ; and he releafed 
one hundred and fifty of our militia - 
jnen, or friendly country people, 
who had been feized by the rebels, 
Captain Campbell, who commanded 
the light infantry, a very promifing 
officer, was unfortunately killed in 
the affair. Our lofs otherwife was 
trifling. This action was too bril- 
liant to need any comment of mine, 
and will, I have no doubt, highly re- 
commend Lieutesanf-colonel Tarle- 
ton to his Majeily's favour. The 
rebel forces being at prefent difperf- 
ed, the internal commotions and in- 
furrections in the province will now 
fubfide. But I (hall give directions 
to inflict exemplary puniihment on 
fome of the molt guilty, in hopes to 
deter others, in future/from fporting 
with allegiance and oaths, and with 
the lenity and £enerouty of the Bri- 
tifh government. 

On the morning of the 17th I dif- 
patched proper people into North 
Carolina, with . directions to our 
friends there tp take arms and af- 
femble immediately, and to feize the 
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flroft viofent people, and all military 
(lores and magazines belonging to* 
the rebels, and to intercept all ftrag- 
glers from the routed army ; and 1 
have promifed to march without lofs 
of time to their fupport. Some ne- 
ceflary fupplies for the army are now 
on their way from Charles-town, 
and i hope that their arrival will en- 
able me to move irt a few days* 

My Aid~de-camp, Captain Rofs, 
will have the honour of delivering 
this dispatch to your Lordfhip, and 
will be able to give you the fuHeft 
account of the ftate of the army and 
the country. He is a very deferring 
officer, and I take the liberty of re- 
commending him to your Lordfhip's 
favour and patronage. 

I have jhe honour to be, &c. 

£4 COH'NWALHS. 

Field return of the troops- under the 

command of Lieutenant general I* art 

CoHNWALLl.s r on the night of the 

\$th of Auguft* 1780. 

Royal artillery.. 2 Lieutenants, 2 
ferjeants, 15 rank and file. 

Light companies. 2 Captains, 3. 
lieutenants, 1 enfign, 1 adjutant, 
li ferjeants, \ drummer, 129 rank 
and file. 

23d Regiment- 3 Captains, 6* 
lieutenants, 1 adjutant, 13 ferjeants, 
8 drummers, 261= rank and file. 

33d Regiment. 1 Lieutenant-co- 
lonel, <f captains, 4 lieutenants, 2 
enfigns, 1 adjutant^ \ furgeon, 1 
mate, 13 ferjeants, 1 drummer, 209 
rank and file. 

ift Battalion, 71ft regiment. 2 
Captains, 4 lieutenants; 1 enfign, i- 
adjutant, 1 quarter-matter, 1 mate; 
>4 ferjeants, 6 druirtmers, 114 rank 
and file. 

*d. Battalion, ditto. 1 Captain, 

3 lieutenants, 3 enfigns, 9 ferjeants, 
94 rank and file. 

Volunteers of Ireland. 1 Colonel, 

4 captains, 4 lieutenants, 6 enfigns, 
1 mate-, 23 ferjeants, n drummers, 
253 rank and file. 



Britifh legion of cavalry. 1 Lien* 
tenant -colonel, 1 major, z captains, 

3 lieutenants, 2 cornets, 1 adjutant,, 
r furgeon, 12 ferjeants, 2 drummers, 
L57 rank and file. 

Britifh legion of infantry. 4 Cap- 
tains, 4 lieutenants, 9. ferjeants, j 
drummers, 106 rank and file. 
> Royal North- Carolina regiment. 
r Lieutenant-colonel, t major, £ 
captains,* 6 lieutenants, 4 enfigns, 1 
adjutant, 1 quarter- matter, 1 fur- 
georr, 16 ferjeants, 8 drummers, 223. 
rank and file. 

Pioneers, r Lieutenants, 3 fer- 
jeants, 23 rankandfile. 

Volunteer militia. 1 Lieutenant- 
colonel, 1 major, 3 captains, 5 lieu- 
tenants, 4 enfigns, 8 ferjeants, 300= 
rank and file. 

Total. 1 Coienel, 4 lieutenant- 
colonels, 3 majors, 31 captains, 46^ 
lieutenants, a j enfigns, 6 adjutants,- 
% quarter-matters, 3 fur-georts, 3, 
mates, 133. ferjeants, 40*drumtnersy 
1944 rank and file. 
(Signed) Rd. England 

Atting D. Adjutant-general..* 
Return of the killed, wounded, an£ 
mijpngy of the troops under the com- 
mand of Lientenant-generai Earl 
Cornwallis, in the hattlefoughtf 
near Camden , South Carolina^ on! 
the 16th of Augufij 1780. 
Royal Artillery. 1 Lieutenant, »■ 
rank and file, wounded. 

Light infantry. 1 Serjeant, 6t 
rank and file, killed ; 1- enfign, 5' 
rank and file, wounded. 

23d Regiment. 6 rank and file' 
killed ; i; captain, 17 rank and- file,- 
/wounded. 

33d regiment* 1 Captain, 17 rank 
and file, killed; I lieutenant-colo- 
nel, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants, 1 en- 
fign, 4 ferjeants, 72 rank and file,, 
wounded ; 1 r*ank and file miffing. 
ill Battalion, 71ft. 1 LieuteiAnt^ 

4 rank and file, killed ; 1 captain* t- 
lieutenant, 1 ferjeant, 22 rank ands 
file, wounded. 

2.4. battalion, ditto. 1 Serjeant, 
4 rank. 
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4 rank and file, killed ; t ferjeant, 
8 rank and file, wounded. 

Volunteers of Ireland- 17 Rank 
and file, killed ; 1 lieutenant, 2 en- 
figns, 2 ferjeants, j drummer, 64 
rank and file, wounded^ 

Legion cavalry. 4 Rank and file 
killed; -I ferjeant, 3 t rank and file' 
wounded j 2 rank and file miffing. 

Legion infantry. 1 Rank and file 
killed; 1 lieutenant, 1 ferjeant, to 
rank and file, wounded; 2 ferjeants, 
3 rank and file, miffing. 

Royal North Carolina regiment; 
3 Rank and file killed ; 1 lieutenant- 
colonel, 1 lieutenant, 1 enfign, 3 
ferjeants, 8 rank and file, wounded. 

Pioneers. 2 Rank and file killed; 

1 lieutenant wounded. 
Volunteer militia. 2 Rank and 

file wounded ; 3 rank and file mif- 

Total. 1 Captain, l lieutenant, 

2 ferjeants, 64 rank and file, killed; 
2 lieutenant-colonels, 3 captains, 8 
lieutenants, 5 enfigns, 13 ferjeants, 
1 drummer, 2 1 3 rank and file, wound- 
ed: 2 ferjeants, 9 rank and file, 
miffing. 

Officers killed and wounded. 

Royal Artillery. Lieutenant Mar- 
tjuois wounded. 

Light companies. Enfign Bowen 
wounded. 

23d regiment. Captain James 
Drury wounded. 

33d regiment. Captain Allen 
Malcolm killed ; Lieutenant-colonel 
Webfter, Captain Richard Cotton, 
Lieutenants George Wynyard, James 
L. Harvey, Enfign John Wheeler 
Collington, wounded. 

ill Battalion, 71ft. Lieutenant 
Archibald Campbell killed ; Cap- 
tain Hugh Campbell, Lieutenant 
John Gra"nt, wounded. 

Volunteers of Ireland. Lieutenant 
Gillifpie, Enfigns Whatley and 
Thompfon, wounded. 

Legion infantry. Lieutenant Do- 
hovant, wounded. 
Royal Norfh Carolina regiment. 



Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, Lieu-= 
tenant M'Alpine, Enfign Shaw, 
wounded. 

Pioneers. Lieutenant Macdonald 
wounded. 
(Signed), 

Cornwallis, Lieut. Gen, 
Return of ordnance and military Jlores 
taken by the army under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant gtneral Earl 
Cornwallis, at the battle fought 
near Camden^ the 16th. of Augufl, 
I/80. 

Brafs field-pieces* 
Six-pounders 4, three-pounders z y 
two-pounders 2 ; total 8. 

Abandoned by the enemy, arid 
brought from their camp y Lynche's 
Creek. - 

Iron field-pieces* 
Three-pounder 1, two-^joyuder 1, 
fwivels 3 ; total 5. 

Ammunition waggons covered 22 
Travelling forges — z 

Fixed ammunition for fix- 
pounders ■ _ 1 60 

Ditto for three-pounders 520 

Stands of arms 2000 

Mufquet cartridges — 80,000 
Taken by Lieutenant - colonel 
Tarleton, at the ^efeat of General 
Sumpter, Auguft 18, 1780. 
Field-pieces* 
Three pounders 2* 
(Signed) 

J. Macleod, Lieutenant, 

Commanding officer of artillery. 

Return of killed and wounded of the 

troops under the command of Lieu* 

tenant colonel Tar l Eton, in the 

aclion near Catawba Fords, on iht 

\%th ofjuguft, 1780. 

Light infantry. 1 Captain, 5. rank 

and file, killed. 

Legion cavalry. 1 Serjeant, 2 
rank and file, killed ? 6 rank and 
file wounded. 

(Signed) Rn* England, 

Acling D. Adjutant-general.- 
Captain Rofs came in the Provi- 
dence frigate, which left Charles- 
town on the 3d of September. 
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From /£*, London Gazette. 
Admiralty-Office, 0<2. 1 4, 1780." 
JZxtraS of a letter from Vice-admiral 
Sir Peter Parker, Commander 
in Chief of his Majejly** fiifts at 
Jamaica, to Mr. Stephens, dai- 
ed Port Royal % the I $th of Auguft, 

1 7. 8o \ ..-:". 

Captain Cornwallis arrived the 

20th of laft montji, with the Lion, 
Sultan, Heclor, R,uby, and Briitol, 
ftom convoying , the trade through 
the gulph of Florida."' By the in- 
clofed copy of a letter from Captain 
Cornwallis, we fuppofe the fquadron 
he fell in with were French from Eu- 
rope bound to fome part of America, 
Under the command of Monf. Ter- 
uey. Captain Cornwallis difplayed 
on this occafion His ufual fpiiit and 
conduct. The behaviour of the 
French cannot be otherwife account- 
ed for than by their having fome 
very particular object in view. 

In the evening of the lit inftant, 
Rear-admiral Rowley and Commo- 
dore Walfingham arrived with ten 
fail of the line, and 
brig. 
Lion, off. Cape Francois , Julj 14, 

Sir, 

On the 9th of June, the convoy 
having pair through the Gulph of 
Florida, and got as far to the north- 
ward as 29 : 30, Captain Inglis 
made the fignal to feparate ; we 
parted company accordingly, and 
proceeded on, purfuant to your or- 
Hers, with the Lion, Sultan, He£tor t 
Jfriftol, Ruby, and Niger. On the 
20th, being then in the, latitude 30, 
■i8 north longitude, made from Cape 
Florida 11 : 47 E. the wind at S. S. 
E. (landing to the ea(hvard» At one 
P. M. the Niger a-head made the 
fignal for a general chace ; we foon 
perceived they .were a convoy (land- 
ing acrofs us to the N. N. W* but 
upon their feeing, us, they hauled up 
towards us j fome large fnips ftretch- 
Ing a-head of the reft, particularly 

Vol,, X, " 



two that were rrtuch a-head ; who, a* 
foon as the He&or and Niger came 
near them, wore, and edged down 
to join the others. About half pait 
four, being pretty near, and per- 
ceiving fcven two-deck fhips drawing 
into a line, befides fome others that 
.were with the convoy, and fome fri- 
gates, I made the fignal for the line: 
a-head upon the itarboard tack, the 
enemy being upon the larboard tack, 
their convoy about two or three miles 
upon their (larboard quarter, an£ 
fome two-deck mips and frigates car- 
rying a prefs of fail to join the other 
feven ; the Ruby was fo far to lee- 
ward, that the enemy would have 
weathered her ; (he was therefore 
obliged to tack : I then made the 
(ignal to wear, and form the line 
upon the larboard tack, the fame the 
enemy were upon, and edged down 
to fupport the Ruby, and prevent 
their weathermofl (hips getting be- 
tween her and us. The enemy kept 
edging off, and forming their line, 
but did not fire, although within 
the Barbadoes * gun-fhot. About half pafl five 
o'clock, perceiving we had pufhed 
the French mips fumciently to lee- 
ward to enable the Ruby, who was 
upon our lee-bow* to join us, I made 
her fignal to tack : the enemy then 
hoiftcd their colours, and began to 
fire : their leading (hip had a Droad- 
pendant; and their third {hip, which 
commanded*, and was a-breafl of the 
JL-ion, a flag at the mizen-top-maft- 
hsad: all the other (hips hoifled 
common white pendants. As foon 
as the Ruby had fetched into thp 
rear of our line and tacked, the ene- 
my's headmoft (hip tacked, and the 
reil in fuccedion > keeping their line; 
and thofe leading upon the (larboard > * 
that led before upon the larboard 
tack ; they fired as they parted our 
/hips, but at a great diilance. When ' 
they got the length of our rear, 
about feven o'clock in the evening, 
they bore up, and joined their con- 
voy* 

N n This 
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Tfiis fleet I believe confitfed of 14 
meitofwaf, io or r 1 of which were 
two-deck fhips, and three or four 
frigates : the reil were merchant 
fhips, or tranfports, a cutter, and an 
armed American brig ; the whole we 
reckoned from 44 to 47 fail. 

As foon as it was dark we brought 
too, and enquired of thofe, that had 
been neareft the enemy's convoy, 
their force, which nearly agreed with 
the opinion we had formed on board 
the Lion. We flood on to the fouth- 
ward under our topfails and forefail 
all night ; and in the morning they 
were not to be fcen. A random fhot 
killed the coxfwaih, and wounded a 
marine on board the Lion : one man 
was wounded on board the Briilol: 
the Rnby, by pafling between the 
two lines, was more expofed to the 
enemy's lire than the other (hips ; me 
had one man killed, and three 
wounded, one of whom is fince dead ; 
her jib-boom was (hot away; a fhot 
through the flings of her fore-yard, 
that will I believe require her having 
a new one, in the only damage of 
confluence received by any of the 
mips. 

The whole of this is a matter of 
fmall importance ; but I thought it my 
duty to inform you of every particu- 
lar, for feaf of mifreprefentations, as 
the enemy are fome times not very 
correct in their accounts. 

We flattered ourfelves at firft, that 
it was a convoy -under the care of the 
four line of battle fhips we met the 
laft cruize with fome frigates ; I am 
fure it was the fincere wiih of my 
brother Captains* and every one of 
our little fquadron ; but I am to la- 
ment my ill fortune, that after hav- 
ing been entrufted by you with the 
command of five fuch ftiips, and a 
frigate, that I fhould again meet the 
enemy* fo ftrong, as to prevent our 
being able to attempt any thing 
againft them. 

I am, &c. 

W. Cornwall is. 



Ex'tra£ ffa litter /rem NaTHan/eC 

Davjs-on, Efq* his Majtfty** C*«- 

ful General at Algiers* to the Eari 

cf Hillsborough, one sf his 

Majtjiy 9 * Principal Secretaries *f 

State, dated Algiers, Sept. 8, 1780, 

received 03* 1 1 • * 

The conduct and fuccefs of Cap'* 

Edward Moor, commanding the 

Fame private (hip of war, of Dublin; 

on a late occafion, will, 1 doubt not, 

he deemed fuffiGientfy remarkable to 

juftify my troubling your Lowlfhip 

with the following particulars i 

He failed from Mahon the 20th 
of laft month, and" receiving advice 
fooit after of the departure of five 
French veflels, alt letters of marque r 
from Marfeiiles, bound for the Well- 
Indies, determined to go in queft of 
them. On the 25th he defcried five 
fail near the Spanifh coaft, which 
correfponded with his intelligence ; 
but ai they were at a diflance, and 
the day was far fpeat, he judged it 
prudent not to make a fhew of pur- 
fuing them, that he might have, a 
better chance to fucceed in getting 
betwixt them and the land at night, 
which he had tte good fortune to 
effect He fon^liimfelf at day* 
light next morning off Cape de Gat, 
and about two leagues from the Ave 
mips that were together, and formed 
in a line to receive him. At half 
pail fix, wheir he was within gun- 
fhot, they hoifled French colours, 
and drfcharged their feroadfides. Cap* 
tafri Moor bore down upon them, and, 
though they continued their fire with- 
out laterxuption, referved hk till he 
wit within piftol-fhot of the largeff, 
which ftruck after an engagement cf 
three quarters of an hour. Without 
flapping to fend any of his people on 
board, he proceeded to engage the 
fecond, and took her, after a fhort 
refiftance. He left an officer and fe- 
ven men in this prize, with orders to 
look after the former, rill he returned 
from purfuine the three remaining 
veflels, which he obfexved were mak- 
ing 
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fail to g^t away; He came up with 
auffl took two of them ,* the other 
*fcaped. 

The largeft fhip is called Les Deux 
Frere^ pierced for twenty guns, 
mounting f<jurteen fix^pounders, and 
fifty-five men, (fifteen of whom got 
off'ir a boat;) the fecond L'Univcr?, 
(the Captain of which was killed) 
pierced for 18 guns, carries twelve 
r uvpounders and 4.1 men, little in- 
ferior in fize to the Deux Freres; 
the third, the Zephir {formerly his 
Majefty's floop) pierced for 14 guns, 
mounting 10 three-pounders, and 
thirty-two men ; the fourth, the 
Nancy, a pink of two fix-pounders, 
two two-pounders, and 18 men. 
They got all fafe into this bay on the 
25th of lad month, abput ten o'clock 
. at night. 

Captain Moor's gallant behaviour 
has been taken great notice of by 
the officers of this regency, and his 
humane and generous treatment of 
his prifoners been admired by every 
nody; indeed fo much fo, that 
Monf. de la Vallee, French Conful 
General here, thought it incumbent 
on him to write a line to me to ex- 
prefs his fenfe of n, in the ftrongeft 
terms of encomium and gratitude. 

The Fame mounts twenty guns, 
fix-pounders, on one deck, and four 
&pdn her quarter-deck, viz. two 
four-pounders and two three-pound- 
ers, and 108 men. 

Xitigftw, July 22. OnThurfday, 
in coniequence of the intelligence 
received by the Punch, his Excel- 
lency the Governor was pleafed to or- 
der a general embargo to be laid on 
all the flapping in the different ports 
of this ifland. — It is not meant, how- 
ever, to reftrict veflels coming from 
the out-ports to this harbour, 

Kingftm* Angufi 12. The fchoo- 
ner Punch, Captain Perkins, re- 
turned on Tuefday from reconnoiter- 
ing the harbour of Cape Francois, 
in which, on the 29th ult. there 
were 26 fhips of tht line, with thret 



flags flying, and feven on eight -fri- 
gates. Captain Perkins again look- 
ed into the Cape the 6th inftant, and 
obftrved the fame number of veflels 
at anchor. 

The intended expedition from this 
place, under the command of his Ex- 
cellency the Governor, is for the 
prefent pofloned, 

Kinifett, Augnft 12. The fixa- 
tion ot his Majefty's troops in thU 
ifland has, for a long time raft, 
been truly wretched. The pay-bill* 
(being the provifion made by this 
country for fubfifiing them) were for- 
merly paid with (ome degree of 
punctuality, but of late, nrt a (hil- 
ling could be obtained from our 
Treafury or Receiver-general's Of- 
fice. — In confequence of which, mefi 
landed out of transports from Eng- 
land, in full health and vigour, 
dwindled to mere fpe&re*, and their 
mtferable countenances foon exhibit- 
ed hunger and defpair. — Little did it 
avail, the fending troops here undef 
fuch circumftances, — and amidft the 
factious clamours of party*- becaufe 
of fomc detachments fent on foreign 
fervice, not a fyllable is dropt re- 
fpefting the wretched fituation of 
thofe who remained,— wanting every 
nece/Tary, and daily falling victims 
to famine and difeafe.— - In vain did 
the Aflembly come to a resolution for 
giving credit to the pay^biHs, they 
dairy funk ; public credit was too far 
gone, and feems now almoft annihi- 
lated. 

C bar Us -town, Aug* 29. 

Cofy of a Proclamation iffked by 
General Gates, at redee, tbe 
^tb inftant* 

By Horatio Gates, Efq. Major- 
general and Commander in Chief of 
the army of the United States in the 
Southern Department of America, 

lSc t Ut. wv. 

A Proclamation. 

The patriotic exertions of tlfc vir- 
tuous citizens of the United State* 
having enabled 'me, under the pro- 
" N n 2 " teftion 
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Se&ion of Divine Providence, to vin- 
dicate, the rights of America, in this 
State', and by the approach of a nu- 
merous, Well appointed, and formid- 
able army, to com, pel our late trium- 
phant arid ihfulthig foes to retreat 
from their molt advantageous (softs, 



of many of the apoftate fons of Ame* * 
rica, had long e'er this been driven 
from -the Continent. 

The inhabitants of this State may- 
rely on the aflurauice that an army 
qqmppfe'd cf their brethren and fel- 
low-citi&ens cannot be" brought 'a- 



with precipitation 'and, difmay. J ihong them with the hoftile vices of 
have judged i^cioJI expedient, .d£ plunder arid' 'depredation., Sucf\, 



this, period of my progrefs, to give triumphs, under* the colour of pro- 
ailurances of forgivenefs and. perfect* tcclion and fupport, arc left to grace 

antifti arms' alpnc ;. bur they 



ftcujrity to .fuch* pf the unfortunate^ the JBr 

citizens of this State, as have been mayre;J t fa'tisiied'^; tKut the, genuine, 
induced! by .the terror of fangtrinary' motive' which has given energy to 
p^nifhments, the menaqe o'f cpnhfca r ' thej:>refent exertipris, is the hope of 
tipn," and all the' arbitrary measures' refeuihg them ffora/thelron rod ojf 
QfipiU.tary 4omiaation v apparently t,p? dppreflion, and reftoring to' therp t 
acquiefce* ujjdej *t-hc\ i?ntilh gcverri- thofe'blcfiings of, freedom and inde- 
cent, a.nd to xriak'e afore'ed declark: ( pendence which t it .is the'duty arid 
tion of .allegiance and fupport to. a- lhterefl: of the 'citizens of thefe 
tyranny, which t?he" ."indignant " foujsf United. States, jointly and recipro^' 



o'f citizens rcfolved .on 'freedom, in- 
wardly revolted at, with horror. and' 
^etgftatipn.j ^f tt \ 
/And in order* to afford an pppbr-". 
tunityto the real friends of America, 
tp t teftify the affeftiqh and attach.-^ 
rnbnt to the'eaufe of liberty, an in!-" 
vitation, is hereby held. out to them, 
to.aflert that rank* among the free, 
and independent citizens of America,! 
in .which their former exertions and. 
ze'alKafj. defervedjy placed them, and 
tt> join .heartily,, when called upon, 
in 'refcuing thcrnfelVes , and their;* 
country from an opposition of a go- 
vernment impofed on„the)n by the t 
ruffian hand of ccn'qiie'iU'Nevcfthe-', 
lefs, I cannot at prefent refolve to 
extend thefe offers pf pardon and 
feeurity to fuch, as in the hour q£ ing u; 
devaluation, have exercifed acb of this o 
barbarity and deprecation on the per- 
jfons and property .of their fellow- 
citizens; nor to fuch, . as being ap-^ 
prized of the fecurity, afforded tq 
theni by the army under my com- 
mand, ffialr be fo Iofl to a fenfe of 
honour and the, duty they owe to 
their country, as hereafter to give 
countenance and . fupport to that 
CBemy,' wab ? -.butTor the difafreclipij. 



cally, to fupport and* confirm.. 

Given at Head-Quarters, on the. 
rive;; Fedee, this, fourth day of 
Auguf!, in the .year "of our Lord one 
thouiand feven hundred and eighty, 
and in the fifth year qf our inde- 
pendence'. . . '. > * ' v , ", ' * 

. Horatio 'Gates. 

Ijy the General's command, 

Christ. Richmond, ,Sec* . 
From the South-QaroHna Gatzette of 
'Augufl igt. ^ 
Copy pf General G^tes'j Orders, . 
\ After prjlersi 

Camp^at Ruglefsl .l^tjj Aug. 1780. \ 
, The nck ; the extra artillery llores, 
the^ heavy baggage, and fuch Quar- 
ter-maitcrs itores'gs are, not irame- • 
diately wanted, to -march this even-. 
' pder a guard to Waxhaws ; to 

order the Qeneral requefts the 



;jgadier-gerierals to fee that thofc 
under their \ command pay the moil 
exaft and fcrupulous obedience. 
' Lieutenant-colonel Edmonds, with 
the remaining guns of the park, will 
take port, and march with the Vir- 
ginia brigade under Gen. Stevens ; 
he will direil, as any efficiency hap- 
pens in the artillery affixed to the 
pther brigades, to Ajpply it unmedi- 
* ' ' * atel/ 
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at'ely; his military ftafFs, and pro -^ 
pcrtfori of' his. officers, with forty of 
hh men, arc to attend him and wait" 
his orders, 

The troops will be ready to mnrch 
prec'fl-ly at ten "o'clock, in the fcU t 
lowing order, viz. Colonel Aland's' 
advance," cavalry commanded by 
<JqIdnci Armani: Colonel Porter-, 
field's light infantry on the right 
flank of Colonel Armand's, in Indi- 
an file,' two hundred yards from the 
road;. 'Major Armstrong's light in- 
fantry in the fame '.order as Colonel _ 
FpVterficld's on the left flank of the 
legioh ; advance guard of foot, com- 
pofed of the advanced. picquets, fir'H 
brigade of Maryland, fecond brigade 
of Maryland,* " qivifion of North-Ca- . 
rolina, Virginia divifion ; rear-guard 
Volunteers,, cavalry on the right and 
left of the baggage, equally divided ; 
in this order t\e troops will proceed 
this. night; in cafe of an attack by 
the I enemy's cavalry, in front, the 
light- infantry on - each flank will in-/ 
fl[antly march up, and give, and con- 
tinuejhe moll, galling fire upon the, 
enemy's horfc ;, this will enable Co- 
lonel Armand's not only to fupport ' 
the enemy's charge, but .Anally 
route them; the Colonel will there- 
fore confider the orders to Hand the 
attack of the enemy's cavalry, be. 
their numbers what they may,, as 
pofifive .:. General Stevens will im- 
mediately order one Captain, two 
Lieutenants, one Enfign, three Ser- 
jeants, one drum, and 60 rank and . 
file, to join Colonel Porterficld's in- 
fantry; thefe men are to betaken 
from the moft experienced woodf-v 
men, and men every way fitteft for 
the fervice. . 7 

The General will .likewife com- 
plete Armftrong's liglit infantry to 
their original number, thofe muft be 
immediately marched to the advanc- 
ed poft of the army." The troops 
will preferve the profoundeft filence 
on the march, and any foldier who 
piFejrs to fir^ a without the command 



of his officer, mud be inftantly put 
to. death. 

When the ground will admit of it, 
and the near approach to the enemy 
renders it necetfary, the army will, 
when ordered, march in columns ; 
the artillery at the head of their re- 
fpeftive brigades, and the baggage 
in the rear. The guard of the 
heavy baggage will be compofed of. 
the remaining officers and foldiers of 
the artillery. One Captain, two 
Subalterns, four Serjeants, four 
drums, and 60 rank and file, and 
no perfon whatever is to prefume to 
fend any other foldier upon that' 
fervice. 

All batmen, waiters, &c. who are 
foldiers taken from the line, are 
forthwith to join their refpeftive re- 
giments, and aft with their mailers,* 
while they are upon duty. — The 
tents of the whole army to be ftruck 
at tattoo. 

Auguft 28. Laft week, as a fmall 
party of our troops and militia were, 
efcorting one hundred and forty of 
the priibners, taken near Camden, 
to this town, they were met by a 
ftroiig party of the mounted Ameri- 
cans, under the command of a Col. 
Horry, who refcucd v them. It being 
impofTible to findhorfes for all, about- 
flxty or feventy returned to furrender 
them reive v forty' of whom arrived 
here laft night, and a few this morn- 
ing. .. 

Charles-to-wH, ¥ae/aay\ Au%\ 22. 
The following orders of the Right 
Honourable Lieutenanf.-geaeral Earl 
Cornwallis, after tl*e- glorious vic T 
tory obtained by .h^Xordfliip bve* 
the Rebel army, on the i6tlf iriflant,* 
and other interefHng and important 
advices, juft arrived in town frdrn 
Camden, are. publifhsd^ by r autho* 
rity : . " * . ' 

Camden, -Aug,. 1*7., 1780. 
Lord Cornw>*lli£ v s , Orders. 
My fenfe of gratitude^ and axlmira- t 
tioa for the behaviour of Jjie troops 

which 
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Whkh.I had the honour to command 
in the action of yefterday is fo great, 
that words cannot exprefs my feel- 
ings* The determined intrepidity 
with which every foldier fought in 
that glorious field, proved his fincere 
affe£hon to his King and country, 
and his refolution to maintain their 
rights, and revenge their injuries. 

My thanks are particularly due to 
Lord Rawdon, and Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Webfter, for the great atfiftance 
which I received from them, and for 
the courage and ability which they 
ijiewed in condu&in^ their refDettive 
divifions. Tiie fpin.ted exertions of 
the commanding officers of the dif, 
ftrtnt corps ofiniantry deferve my 
warmell praife and acknowledgment. 
I am much indebted toLieutenant- 
/colonel Tarleton, who commanded 
the cavalry, and Lieutenant M*I,eod, 
who commanded the . artillery, for 
the great fervice they performed on 
that important day, 

I mutt likewife exprefs mv obliga- 
tions to Lieutenant-colonel Hamil- 
ton, and have no doubt that the ar- 
dour which was fhewn by the young 
troops under his command will, in 
future, be productive of the beft con- 
Sequences in the caufe of Britain,. 

I feel noil fenfibly die advantages 
I received from the zeal and good 
conduct of my Aid-de-Camps, Cap- 
tain Rofs, and Lieutenant Haldane, 
and Major of ^Brigade England, aeV 
jgag as Deputy Adjutant-general and 
the Majors* of Brigade, Manly and 
l?ojrle ; 

Ro. England. 
AftingDep". Adj. General, 
South -Carolina. 
ty the Right Honourable Charles 
'* Ear! Corn wall is, Lieutenant- 
general of bis Majejly's fortes, l$c+ 

Proclamation. 

Whereas it hath been rcprefented 
onto me, that fome litentious and 
evil-difpofed perfons have lately 
flrove away, from the plantations of 



feveral of the inhabitants in tfcb 
province, the cattle which were upon 
the fame, falfely averting that they 
were properlv authorifed lo to do, to 
the great lots and injury of the pro- 
prietors of the faid cattle : in order 
that a flop may be put to fo iniquit- 
ous and unjuft a praclice, I do, by 
this my Proclamation, moft fixicllv 
prohibit and forbid the fame ; and I 
do hereby give notice, that if any 
pcrfon or perfons mall hereafter of- 
fend therein, he or they (hall not 
only be compelled to majce recono- 
pencc and fatisfaftion to the owners 
of cattle fo drove away, but jfhall be 
further punifhed, in a manner that 
ah offence of fo great enormity and 
evil example doth deferve*. And, 
the more effe&ually to prevent com- 
plaints and irregularities in future, 
I do hereby give notice, that when- 
ever a future exigency may render it . 
neceflary to imprefs, for the ufe of 
his Majefty's troops, any cattle*, the 
field officers of the militia of the 
diftrift will receive the proper orders, 
and be authorifed to caufe the fame 
to be done ; and no perfons what- 
ever, except thofe acting under their 
authority, are, upon any pretence, 
to interfere therein : anl all perfons 
whatever are hereby moft ftridly re- 
quired to pay a aue obedience to 
this Proclamation, as they will an- 
fwer the contrary at their peril. 

Given under my hand, at Qharte- 
town, the eighteenth day of -July, 
Anno Domini,, 1780, and in the' 
twentieth year of his Ma/lefty's 
reign. 

CoRNWALtXS. 

By his jLordfhip's command, 

A. Ross, Aid-de-camp* 

By their Excellencies Sir Henry 
Clinton* K< /?. General and 
Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jetlfs Joyces, and Marxot Ar- 
"BUTHNOT, Efq. Vice-admiral of 
the Blue y Commander in Chief of 
his Majefiy*s flips, &c. &c* ^r. 
bit Mdjejly** CoenmiJJtoners to re- 
• "' ' ' ■ ' • • '* fore 
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Jfore peace and good gov rnment to 
< the fmeral Colonies in rebellion in 

North- America, 

Proclamation. 

Whereas by an Aft of Pariiament, 
made and parted in the feventeenth 
year of his Majefty's^ reign, entitled, 
"An Aft to authorize the carrying 
of the captures therein mentioned 
into any port of his Majefty's domi- 
nions in North America, and for af- 
certaining the value of fach part of 
mips and goods, as belong to the re- 
taptors ;" it is enafted, that the 
perfons appointed by his Majefty to 
grant pardons, may grant his licence 
or wa/rant, authorizing any captors, 
or any other perfons in their behalf, 
to carry the captures therein defend- 
ed into any t harbour or place in any 
of his Majefty's dominions: we do 
hereby give fall licence and warrant 
to the Commanders of his Majefty's 
mips and veflels of war, and to all 
others" legally and properly autho- 
rized to make the captures. describ- 
ed in the above-mentioned Aft, to 
fend atl fuch captures to the ports of 
New-York and Charles-town, South- 
Carolina. And we further declare, 
that fuch captures, or any part of 
fuch captures, after condemnation as 
lawful prize, may be exported into 
and landed in Great Britain, or any 
other of his Majefty's dominions 
txpotr payment of the faid duties, and 
fubjeft to the fame reftriftions in all 
other #tfpe£s, as the fame now are 
fubjeft to by the faid recited Aft; 
the officers, appointed on the Pro- 
clamations of their Excellencies Sir 
William Howe on the 17th of July, 
1777, and Sir Henry Clinton on the 
27th of May, 1780, granting, fuch 
licence* for the faid expectations as 
we UtaH direft. 

Given under our hands and fealfr, 
in New- York, the 15th day cfjuly, 
1780. H. Clinton. 

M. Arbvthnot. 

Bf their Excellencies command, 
J, Simpson, ^Secretary. 



ExtraS of a letter with* ty Baroti 
K a l B E , found in bis pocket > offer 
he *vjos made p* ij oner, 
" General Gates arrived the 24th 
of July, and took the command on 
the 26th, to my great fatisfaftion : 
with what I have provided, and 
what he expeftcd from Providence 
(for he had and could have no cer^ 
tainty of fupplies) continued moving 
on, without feeing the enemy ; they 
retreat before us ; it is true they artf 
not mach better off for proviftons 
than we are, and are very hckly, our 
army has not fo many nek as they 
have, although our troops have fuf- 
fered amazingly : we have been of- 
ten five or fix days without bread, 
flour, or meal, and fometimes with- 
out meat, living on apples, green* 
peaches, and green corn, when it 
was to be had in a barren thin- fet- 
tled country. Now we-are in hopes 
of faring better, if we can reach; 
Camden. lam apt to believe th& 
enemy will not ftand there, and con- 
fine themferves to Charles-town. 
Strength of Majtr -general GatesV 

army* 
Maryland and Delaware line 
Cafwell's militia — 

Virginia 

Rutherford's - 

Armand's horfe 
Portcrfic4d 



Deduct for defertion, &c 




5,50a 



1 ft. General Gates, 
2d. General de Kalbe, 
3d. General Cafwell, 
4th. General Smallwoefd* 
r/th. General Stephens, 
6th. General Gregory, 
7th. General Rutherford, 
8th. General Harrington. 
General Gntt6n coming o* 
800 men at Cheraw-hill. 



witfc 

Front 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( *to ) 



From tht Maryland Gazrttee. 

The Honourable the Senate, hav- 
ing rejected the bill propofed by the 
Houfe of Delegates, for the confis- 
cation of Britiih property, originated 
and fent to the Houfe of Delegates a 
bill, of which the inclofed is a full 
abftxact. I doubt not it wi;l attract 
the attention of the public, as the 
object of it is evidently to preferve 
the property of our enemies. It was 
rejected by the Delegates without 
any debate, five members voting for 
it. 
Jbfirag of the Aft for the fecurity of 

the State and ibe fubjecls thereof, 

and for ether purpofs. 
Pre mble. 

King and Parliament of Great- 
Britain profecute a cruel and unjufl 
war, upon pretence of rebellion. 

The Hate and fubjects thereof have 
tonfiderable property in Great-Bri- 
tain, 

Sundry perfons y in Great-Britain, 
claim property, of considerable value, 
within this State, and it is right and 
proper that every reafonahle fecurity 
for the claims of this State, and the 
fubjects thereof, be taken and re-* 
tamed, and alfo that the fubjeds of 
and refidents in Great-Britain (who 
claim property in this State) make 
their election, within a reafonahle 
time, after notice, and become fub- 
jecls of this State, and amenable to 
its laws, or, by neglecting to make 
fuch election, relinquifh all claims of 
right to property within this State. 
Enabling Claufes* 

I ft. Real and perfonal property 
(debtt excepted) of Britiih fubjecls, 
refidents of. Great Britain, and of 
inhabitants of Maryland, who fince 
Augufl 14, 1775, vvithdrew from, 
and deferted the. defence of this 
country, who fliall not come into the 
State, on or before the firil day of 
May, 1781, and within twenty-days 
thereafter, take oath of fidelity,. &c„ 
fhall from and immediately after faid 
twenty days, be taken, veiled in, 



and pofTe/Ted by Commifuoners, to be 
appointed by the legislature, and 
held and po/Teiled by them as a 
pledge and fecurity, that juftice be 
dune by the King of Great-Britain, 
and his fuhjeftt, towards this State, 
and thejubjeBs thtreof 

2d. CommiiTioners to pay annu- 
ally the profits of fuch eilates into 
the treafury, to be, applied to fink 
and pay fuch part of the new bills of 
credit, to be iflued under refolve of 
Congrefs, of the 18th of March, 
1780, as may be tjie juft proportion 
of this State. 

3d. Such eftates and property to 
be kept by Commitfioners, and the 
profits thereof applied, as aforcfaid, 
until the end of the war, or until 
the expiration of fix years, from the 
1 8th of March, 1780; and if the war 
fhall not end in fix years, then faid 
eflates and property to be foldj and 
the product thereof applied to tfi« 
difcharge and payment of all debts, 
and demands (according to the. true 
ftrfing value thereof) due. and ow- 
ing by the King cf Great-Britain, 
and his fubjects, to this State, or the 
fubjects thereof, and the furplus to 
be applied to the payment of fuch 
of the faid bills of credit aforefaid, 
- as may be then in circulation, and to 
fuch other purpofes as the legislature 
fhall direa. 

Prcuifo. — Britiih fubje&s, or re- 
fidents of Great-Britain, if an infant, 
under 18 years, femme covert, or 
non compos, allowed .ivJthin fin 
years from the 1 8th of March, M780, 
nine months after difability remov- 
ed, to. come into the State, and to 
take oath of fidelity, &c* Widow 
to have her dower of thirds, fernpie 
covert to have thi/d part of the eliate 
and property for life, to be. affighed 
them at the time of taking fuch pro* 

p* rtv - -» .-, ' 

4th.. Commifli oners to fell petijb-* 
able articles, faun$;upon, or belong- 
ing to, or of the pFoducenraf fuch ar-> 
tides, at the time, of taking the fame, 
4 an4 



Digitized by 



Googk 



( a*i. ) 



And to render accounts thereof, and 
pay prodaft thereof, into the trea- 
sury, to be applied to the purpofes 
aforefaid,^and accounts to he evi- 
dence of the value of fuch perifhable 
articles. 

5th. No alienation, or transfer 
hereafter made, by any Britijh fub- 
jefls refident of Great-Britain, or by 
any perfons "above defcribed (abfen- 
tees or refugees) {hall be valid lit 
law, unlefs fuch Britifh fubjects, &c. 
come to this State, and take (he oath 
of fidelity, &c. within the time 
aforefaid. 

Provi/o — A& not to affecl or da- 
mage. 1 ft. any perfon, who hath 
fince the 19th of April, 1775, been, 
or may be employed by United 
States, or any of th«m, and manifeft- 
ed his attachment to United States, 
or any of them. 2d. Or any perfon 
who hath withdrawn from Great- 
JBritain, with defign to partake in 
the prefent revolution, and mall l>e 
certified by any minifter of the United 
States, ia Europe, to be a friend to 
America. 3d. Or to fuperfede, not 
to punilh crimes, &c. (February M- 
fions,, 1777, cap. 20.) 4th. Or to 
prevent a trial of fubjecls of this 
State, who have committed treafon, 
or any other crime, againft this or 
any of the United States. 5th. Or 
to relieve perfons liable to treble tax 
impofed by a£t for Jjetter fecurity of 
government (October feffiqn 1777, 
cap. 20.) 6th. Or to confer on any 
.perfon coming into the State, in con- 
Sequence thereof, a right to hold any 
office of profit or truft, under this 
State, or to vote at any election, but 
fuch perfons (hall be for ever inca- 
pable of holding or exercifing the 
laid privileges. 

6th. Whereas, fince the late hap - 
py revolution quit-rents have ceafed 
throughout the Stjates, and it is in- 
confiftent with the fafety, liberty, 
and independence of this State, to 
acknowledge any . fuperior or lord 
paramount, by continuing, reviving, 
/Vol. X. 



or permitting, qkit-wttf to exirt .th&e- 
in: Be it declared*, that quit-rent* 
have ceafed, and of right ou^ht to 
ceafe* and be for ever aboliJhed. 

7th; Governor and Council t(J 
tranfmit copies of acY to the Com- 
mander in Chief, to be by him fent 
to Commander of Britifh army, at 
New- York, and alfo^to our Dele- 
gates in Congrefs, to be by them 
fent to the Miniftef of the United' 
States, jn France, that he may trans- 
mit the fame to Great-Britain, to 
the end that all, who may be there- 
by affected, may have notice thereof- 
From the Maryland and Pcntfylvamd 

Journals of June loft* 
ExtraQ from the Journals of Congrefs f 
March 21. 
" A motion was made by Mrj 
Griffin, feconded by Mr. Burke, 
That the Jfcefolution pa/fcd on the 
third day of December laft, for the 
adjournment of Congrefs from the 
city of Philadelphia be repealed. A 
motion was made by Mr. Livingfton, 
feconded by Mr. Schuyler, that the 
confideration thereof be poftponed* 
,0n the queftion for poftponing, the 
yeas and nays . were required ; it 
paffed in the negative. On the ques- 
tion to agree to the refclution, the 
yeas and nays were required, and it 
pafled in the negative. 

*' A motion was made by Mr* 
Livingfton, feconded by Mr. Mat- 
thews, that a committee of three be 
appointed to report a proper place 
where buildings may be provided for 
the reception of Congrefs, together 
with an eftimate of the expence of 
providing fuch buildings, and the 
neceffary offices for the feveral boards* 
On the queftion to agree to this, tjie 
yeas and nays were required, and it 
was refolved in the affirmative. 

" The members " chofen, are Mr. 
Houfton, Mr. M'Kean, and Mr* 
Livingfton." 

Annapolis % May to. OnTuefday 

laft the General AfTemblyof this State 

adjourned the Senate to the 5th day 

Oo of 
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of June, and the Houfe of Delegates 
to the 20th day of Auguft next, after 
having faffed the following laws : — 
I , An aft for the adjournment of the 
general court for the eaflern fhore. — 
z, A fupplement to the aft for re-' 
cruiting the quota of troops of this 
State-in the American -army. — 3. An 
i& to aid the proceedings of the 
cbmmiflioners of the tax, and for 
other purpofes.— 4. An aft to com- 
pel the attendance of the members 
of the General Affembly. — 5. An aft 
to veil an eflate of inheritance, in 
feefimple, of certain lands in Anne- 
Xrifndel county, in Bafil Burgefs, of 
the fame county* and fo enable him 
to fell or -otherwife difpofe of the 
fame.— 6.,A fupplement to the aft 
. for creeling new warchoufes in the 
town of Bladenflburg. — 7. An aft for 
the relief of Robert Long.*— 8. An 
aft to declare and afcertain the pri- 
vileges of the fubjefts of France re- 
Tiding within this State. — 9. An aft 
for the relief of Henry Griinth, of 
Montgomery county.^10. Ah ad 
to prohibit the going at large fwine 
ahdgeefe in Queen Vfown, in Queen 
Anne's county.— 11. An aft to re- 
vive and aid the proceedings of Cal- 
vert county court, and for other pur- 
pofes therein mentioned. — 12, An 
aft to revive and aid the proceeding* 
' of Caroline county courts, — 13. An 
"aft to raife a company of infantry to 
* ferve within theState. — 14. An aft 
; to make valid a deed from George 
Conn to Jofias Shaw, of Prince 
. George's county.— 15. An aft to 
make valid a deed from Mary Athey 
to John Webiter, of Prince George's 
' county.— 16. An aft to encourage 
the deitroying of wolves. — 17. An 

■ aft for the relief of feveral nonjurors, 
—18. An aft to aboliih for ever the 

* payment of quit-rent.— 19. An aft 

■ for the adjournment of the General 
Court for the weftern fhore, and of 

Dorchcfter county Court. 20. A 

fupplement to the aft, entitled* An 
act for fecuring the title of the pro- 



prietors of lots and houfesin Charte-» 
town, in Charles county. — 21. An 
aft to continue theafts of affembiy 
therein mentioned. — 22. An aft re* 
lating to the ffofes and neceflaries 
heretofore granted to the officers of 
this State. — 23. An aft to enable the 
Judges of the Court of Appeal, to 
appoint a clerk.— 24. An aft for li^ 
Cenfing and regulating ordinary keep- 
ers.— 25*. A fupplement to the aft 
for the afTeffment of property within 
this State.— 26. An aft for the relief 
of certain nonjurors . — 27. An aftr 
relating to fines, forfeitures, and 
penalties, and to eftablrm the allow- 
arfce to witneffes, and fees of con- 
stables. — 28. An aft for the relief of 
Richard Colegate, arrd John Cole- 
gate. — 29. An aft to increafe the 
allowances of juftkes of the peace 
and jurymen. — 30. An aft- for the 
relief of certain colleftors of the pub- 
lic afleflment. — 31. An aft for the 
payment of the journal of accounts. 

Providence, May 20, 

ExtreQofa letter from am officer in tbt 

American army y dated May 4, 1780. 

" On Thurfday we were muiftered 
and infpefted by the Barqiv Stubev 
We had likewife the honour of his 
Excellency's prefence 1 . The- appear- 
ance of the troops, their arms, ac- 
coutrements, &c. drew the applaufe 
of that great man, who does honour 
to thr name of foldier. The dignity 
of his manners, the elevation of hi» 
fentiments, and the nobility of his 
foul, fpeak him the firft of charac- 
ters. Did I ever mention to you an 
anecdote which refpefts him? -For 
fear I never did, 111 relate it : His 
Majefty of Pruifia, wilhing to beftow 
fome mark of his efteem on fo exalted 
a charafter, fent him his pifture; 
underneath werethefe words: "From 
the oldeft General in Europe, to the 
greateft General irr the world'* 

Baltimore^ M*yz$* Congrefs have 
refolved, " That the papers and ori- 
ginal affidavits relative to the capture 
of the brig Eagle, John Afltmead, 
* commander. 
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cffinroande?, under a fort m the 
ifland of Saba, be filed in the ofHce 
of the Secretary of the United States, 
in Congrefs aflembled. That au- 
thenticated copies thereof, figned \>y 
•the faid Secretary, be tranfmitted to 
their High Mightinefles the States 
General of the United provinces, 
_ by the Miniiler Plenipotentiary of 
thefe United States, % at the Court' of 
Verfaiiles ; and that he be directed 
to apply to them for their aid in pro- 
curing fatisfactlon for the lofs of the 
faid brig Eagle, and cargo ; -and for 
fome affurance that the flag of the 
United States of America ihall be 
. protected from infult, when in the 
.porta of the United Provinces." , 

A motion was lately made in Con- 
-grefs* by fclr. Matthews, and fe- 
conded by Mr. Holton, " That the 
thanks of Congrefs be returned to 
1 Captain Paul Jones, and the officers 
and feamen of the fquadron under 
his command, for their brave Spirit- 
ed conduct in the engagement with 
.the Serapis and Counters of Scarbo- 
rough ihips of war, on the 

day of laft, and for the fervice* 

-rendered in the common caufe, in 
the late expedition to the coaft.of 
Great-Britain." — This motion wis 
referred to by the Board of Admi- 
ralty. 

Philadelphia,, June*?. 
In Congrefs* June I, 1780. 
Refolved unanimoufly, That £he 
thanks of Congrefs be given to the 
- Legislature, and to the Prefident and , 
Supreme Executive Council of the 
' -State of Pennfylvania, for tneir ready 
attention to the matters, which the 
. committee of conference laid before 
them, and the fatisfa&ory meafures 
they have taken in confequence 
'thereof. Extract from the minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Sec, 
In General Affembly of Pennjyl<vania. 
Wednefday^ May 31, 1780. 
Agreeable to the order of the day, 
fhe Houfe went into the election of 
Jwo Delegates ia Congrefs, when 



Jared Ingerfol, and-- Timothy Mat- 
Jack, Efquires, were chofen by bat- 
lot, in addition to John Armftrong, 
James Searle, James M*Cleane, and 
Fredericke Miihjenburgh, Efq. 
Thurfday, June J, 17.80. 

Whereas the exigencies, which 
may arife in a ftate of war, are fre- 
quently of a nature that require 
fuch fudden and extraordinary exer- 
tions, as are impoflible for the Legf- . 
flfltlve Body to provide for by the 
ordinary courfe of law : therefore, 

Refolved unaninioufly, That dur- 
ing the reccfs of this Houfe, mouTd 
the circ una fiances of the war make 
it fteceflary # - the Prefident, ' or Vice 
Prefident in Council, be authorized 
and iropowered, and they are hereby- 
authorized and lmpo'wefed.to declare 
martial law, fo far as the fame may 
be conducive to the public fecurky, 
arid, to the fafetv ang deferfce of the 
good and faithful citizens of this 
Commonwealth. Extract from tlje 
minutes, v „\/ , ^/ / ';"' 

TrMbf hV MATLACK/SeB. 
Clerk of the General Auemb)$, 
lu Council, Philadelphia, Junib % 
17S0. /; . " v * 

Whereas the refidence of the wives 
and children of thofe perform who 
have joined the enemy, ha> 4; all 
times proved * Inconvenient* t£ ^tjje 
public interefts, in confequencf pf 
the correfpbndence- and interjcourfe, 
which has been :conftantly'obferveA, 
and as it is now become too danger- 
ous to be longer permitted or. con- 
nived at ; ; , ' r c . 

Refolved, That public notice ^e 
given to fuch perfons, that they de- 
part this State within ten days ; aid * 
any of them remaining after tiat 
time, will not be deemed as entitlejd ' 
to any protection, but liable >to\ fie 
proceeded agairift as enemies of the 
State. Extract from the minutes^ 
Timothy Matlack, Sec. 
In Council, Philadelphia, June 6 9 
1780. . 

Whereas in the prefent ilate q( 

Oo 2 P u ^Sc 
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public affairs, it may be neceffary to 
inalce extraordinary exertions for the 
'fupply of the army, and fupporting 
other-meafures, which maybe adopt- 
ed for the fafety and fecurity of the 
State in its freedom and indepen- 
dence; and it will be juft and rea- 
sonable, that in the execution of fuch 
meafures, a difcrimination fhould be 
made between thofe who have made 
nranifeil their attachment to their 
country, in the prefent coriteft with 
Great-Britain, and thofe of a con.* 
ttrary character, — Whereupon, 

Refdlved, Tfiat i't'be recommend- 
ed t$ ail perfons, who have fhewn 
j^eij, allegiance tn the State, by tak- 
ing an path or affirmation of fidelity 
\o it, and of their abjuration of the 

•S$%^ Great-Britain. to ^ e P tne j r 
'^rtjgScates thereof ready to be pro- 
jd'ucpd pn the fhorteft notice. And 
to all perfons wljo ]£ave loft their cer- 
ti^cat^s, to obtain "duplicates, or to 
give fucli afluran'ces, to as to obtain 
Cegiiicates, or they m^y be in da'rt- 
gpfof lpiing the indulgence a,nd dif r 
>nction to which they arc juftlyen- 
ifitlc4r TJxtra^fnpm the minutes, 

Tx^othy 'M^XfcACK, Sec. 
. Frm the 'jtyhpftori fttercury. 

. v . r C^M9ri<}ay the p& ult. a conl- 
.mttfee ftpgi $e 'Honourable general 
"Afiewbjy .of jbe.St^te, then fitting 
in'tjis town, waited' on his ifcxcelr 
*fe? c y : t^e.Frpch'General, with die 
follQwing addreis, vii. 

"The Reprefentatives of the Sfate 

qf %kq$£ lfland { and Providence Flan- 

jtationsj' in General Affembly '* con- 

:;iep<dy;^uhlbe'^pft pleafing fatis- 

,''&&&, take the earlieft opportunity 

\m c^gratufating Count de Rochani- 

liefu, Lieutenant-general of flie arijiy 

©f hi? Mqft ChriHian Majefty, updn 

Ws fife arrival within the United 

States^ \ IJponthisoccafion, we can- 

norbe too* expreflive of 'the grateful 

fenfe 'we entertain of the generous 

*nd magnanimous aid afforded the 

tinned States, by their illuflr ( ious 

irietfdand ally: fuffident had been 



the proofs of his zeal and friendmijn 
the prefent inftance mull cohftraia 
even envious, difappointed Britons, 
to venerate the wifdom of his coun- 
cils, and the fincerity of his noble 
mind. We look forward with a mod 
pleafing expectation to the end of a 
campaign, in which the allied-force 
of France and thefe United States, 
under the fnriles of Divine Provi- 
dence, may tje productive of peace 
and happinefs, to the contending 
powers, and mankind in general. 
We affure you, Sir, our expectations 
a*e enlarged, when we confider the 

" wjfdpm df his Molt Chriftian ^Majefty 
in your appointment, as the con** 
mander of his army, deftined to ottr 

"afliftance. 

"Be affured, Sir, of every exer T 

"tioniif the*power of this State, to 
afford the .neceffary refrefhments to 
the army' under your command, ana 
to render the fervice to all, ranks as 
agreeable and happy as it is honour- 
able.'* 
'To which his'Excellency was pleaf r 

* edlo return theToilowirrg anfwer : 

Gentlemen, 

**■ *Fhe King, my mailer, hath (ent 
tnet'o J the affiftahce of his good arid 
faithful allies', -the United States' of 
•America. At prefent, I only bring 
over the vanguard of a much great** 
force defKhed for tljfeir aid, and the 
King hats ordered meto affure them, 
that his whole power mail be exerted 
for 'their fupjjort. 

" The ^French troops are under 
the ftneteft difpiplthe;" and, acting 
under the orders of 'General Waft- 
itigfcn, wiHlive wkh- the Americtes 
' as' tfteir brethren ; and nothing wHI 
afford me greater happinefs than coii- 
"iffbuting to AfeirTucceTs. 

• '"I am JrteMy Tehfrbje of tfce 
marks of reryect fliewn me by the 
General Affenrbly, l an4 beg kave\o 
affure Uiem, that as brethren, not 
only- my Kfe, bjt the fives of the 
troops under my command, areentire- 
ly devoted to theif fervice. -(Signed) 
'• The Count De RociiAMBiAu." 
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-T*r> following is a perfect lift of the French fleer undefthe Chevalie* 
4^ Ternay, now at Rhode Ifland : 



Ships names. ■ guns. men. 

Le Due de Kourgogne, "- 84 1200 

Le Neptune, - -74 700 

Le Conqucrant, - - . 74 700 

L'Eveilie, - 64 60b 

Le Province, - - 64 $00 

Ardent, (olim Britifh) - 64 600 

Le Jafon, . _ - - 64 600 



commanders. 
Admiral de Ternay,. 
Deftouches. 

DeTribiand. 
CB.de Meflgny. 



La Fantafque ferving as an hofpital flap. 
Frigates. 



La Surveillance, 
L'Androanaque, 
La Sibella, 
. La Hermiose, 
Pelican, American veJTel, 



40 300 De Caillet. 
36 250 De Ronevel. 
36 250 Bar. de Clugney. 
36 250 De la Toucne. 
20 160 * • 

Armed mips. 
Le Bruen, — — Des Arros. 

La Complafe, — De Noulds. 

The land forces confift of 
Regiment de Bourbonnois, 

de Royal Deux Ponts, 
de Saimonge, 
de Soiflbnois, 
Legion de Laufun, 
j ft battalion of artillery. 
The frigates are to go out on a cruize. 
The Chevalier de Ternay, Admi- made his efcape ; fo that on ^he 1 8th 



rat of the French fleet now at Rhode 
Ifland, was Chief d'Efcadre, in May 
1 y6t 9 when he failed from Brd^ in 
the fcobufte, of fcventy-four guns, 
wkh the Eveille, of fixty-four, the 
Garonne of forty-four guns, and the 
Licorne of thirty, convoying the 
Compte de Houfonyile, with one 
thoufand five hundred foldiers, and 
'ftcaned poffeflion of St. John's, New- 
foundland, garrifoned by forty-three 
oi«n, which' they took on capitula- 
tion, and held until the September 
Sallowing, when the prefent General 
William Amherft, with eight fcun- 
idred men, partly convalefcents, join- 
ed Lord Colville ; who, with ohe 
ftip of the line, and a frigate only, 
blocked op the French fleet in the 
Jiarbour of St. John* jjnjil ayiotent 
gale of wind drove Lord Colville a 
fcon£de*ftbJe4iftance from the coaft, 
in whofe abfence the Chevalier, in a 
jhick fog, flipped hu cables, and 



of September, the Compte furren- 
dered himfelf and his garrifon, among 
which were a body of French grena- 
diers, prifoners of war. This fer- 
vice was effected without the lofsof 
above twenty Britifh foldiers. "i 

New-York, Jug. ao. Major-ge* 
neral Pattifon's ill itate of health 
obliging him to relinquish- the com- 
mand of the city and garrifon of 
New-York, his Excellency, Lieu- 
tenant-general Robertfon, who com- 
mands the diftrift, takes upon him 
the duties hitherto exercifed by Ma- 
jor-general Pattifon. 

NrwrTori, Aug. 2$. By hh Ex- 
cellency Lieutenant-general J. Ro- 
bertfon, &c. &c. AH orders and 
proclamations i/Tued by the generj. 
officers who have commanded in this 
city, are to be eonfidered as in full 
force. . 

T^O. MvJtRAY- Aid-de.Carap. 

FbiladtlpUm. 
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Philadelphia, July I©. ' The er- 
rand of the three French fhips which 
lately anchored in the road of St. 
Euftatia, appears to be the fafe con- 
ducting to windward of a large fuj>- 
ply of provifions (15,000 barrels it 
is faid) laid in by the Dutch traders 
for the ufe of his'Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty's forces. Thefe French fhips, 
with their charge, had left the ifland 
after three day's flay. Whilft the 
provifions were preparing, the French 
^officers were treated with great at- 
tention, and, on their departure, the 
Dutch Commodore weighed his an- 
chors, and accompanied them for 
fome diftance from the ifland. 

July 18. Laft Sunday arrived at 
Chefter, a flag from Bermuda, with 
forty prifoners. 

Leters from Virginia advife, that 
the Lower Houfe of Aflembly of this 
State, have voted their ratification 
of the boundary lines between them 
and Pennfylvania, as adjutfedby the 
Commiflioners from the two States, 
who met in Baltimore in Au|ufl laft. 
As there is no-reafon to believe the 
Senate of Virginia will refufe their 
concurrence, we venture to congra- 
tulate the public on the profpeft of 
an amicable clofure of a debate which 
produced anarchy and confufion with- 
' in the controverted territory, and 
which weakened the common caufe. 
Nrw-London, July ai. His Ex- 
• cellency the Governor has iffued a. 
proclamation, ftriftly prohibiting the 
tranfportatkm out of this State, by 
land or water, any butter or cheefe, 
turnips, potatoes, onions, or any 
other vegetables or roots ; except by 
perfons properly authorized for that 
purpofe. 

Newport, July ig. Th* Britifli 
fleet of fixteen or feventeen fail, 
which have been oiFBlock-Jfland for 
ibme time paft, remained nearly in 
the fame fituation the day before 
Tefterday, fince which the weather 
has been fo thick, only three kav$ 
been difcovered from hence. 



His Excellency Governor Trum« 
bull, of Connecticut, has iiTued a 
proclamation, recommending and 
ftHftly enjoining it upon all officers, 
civil and military,. and other perfons, 
as they regard .their own and coun- 
try's fafety, at this critical jun&ure 
of our -public affairs, to. take up, and 
flop all perfons unknown, and* others 
fufpefted to be inimical, travelling in 
that State, without proper certificates, 
conformable to an aft of the General 
Aflembly of that State, entitled, an 
ait to prevent traiterous confpiracks 
againft that, and the United States 
of America, and to proceed againft 
them according to the direction^©/ 
faid. aft. 

Bofton, July 27. The fum total 
of the donations, -received <by the la- 
dies of Philadelphia, in their feveral 
diftrifts, for the foldiers of .the Ame- 
rican army, amounts to three hun- 
dred thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty dollars. An example truly well 
worthy of imitation ! 

Newport, Auguft 5. It is almoil 
impoflible, fays a correfpondent, to 
conceive the fpirit arid ardor of the 
country, in puihing forward to meet 
the enemy on Rhode-Ifland, mould 
they be fo daring as to attack it. 
There is now about ten thoufand 
fine militia and about fix months 
men about the north end of the 
ifland, and might have been twenty 
thoufand before this, had they not 
been Hopped coming in. 

The people hetongmg to the French 
tranfports have, to a man, volunta- 
rily agreed to aft in the numejoHS 
forts and batteries on this ifland', &c. 
in cafe the enemy fhould make an 
attempt on the. fame. 

The great and fmajl artillery 
landed by our generous allies, aad" 
difpofed in different parts of d*is 
town and ifland, exceed any thing of 
the kind ever feen heje. They have, 
brafs cannon, from four to forty- 
tight pounders^ and in great plenty. 

A Utyr. 
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A letter from an officer 1 of the American 
army, at Head Quarters, Pracanefs, 
dated July 22, 1780, ant aim the 

" The following is an extracl from 
General orders : It is recommended 
to the officers of the American army, 
to have black and white cockades, 
a black ground with a white relief, 
emblematic of the expected union of 
the two armies. / 

Head Quarters^ July 20, 1780. 

" The Commander in Chief has 
the pleafure to congratulate the army 
on the arrival of a large land and 
naval ' armament, at Rhode-Ifland, 
frnt by his Moft Cliriftian Majefty, 
to co-operate with the troops of thefe 
States againft the common enemy ; 
accompanied with every circumftance 
that can render it honourable and 
ttfeful ; the generofity of this fuccour, 
and of the manner in which it is 
given, is a new tie between France 
and America. The lively concern 
which our- allies manifeft for our 
fafety and" independence, has a claim 
to the affection of every virtuous ci- 
tizen. The General, with confidence, 
a/Tares the army, that the officers 
and men of the French forces came 
to our aid, animated with a zeal 
founded in fentiments for us, as 
well' as in duty to. their Prince; and 
■chat they will do every thing in their 
power to promote harmony and cul- 
tivate friendfhip : he is equally per- 
fuaded on our parts, wc (hall vie 
with them in their good difpofition ; 
tt> which we are excited by gratitude, 
as well as by a common intereft ; and 
that, the oaly contention, between 
the two, armies, will be to excel each 
other in good offices, and in the dif- 
play of every military virtue ; this 
'will be the pledge of the moft folid 
advantage to the common caufe, and 
of a glorious iflue to the campaign." 

Baltimore, Aug, 1 1 . The Houfe of 
Delegates of the State of Virginia, 
on the 6th inlh paffed a refolution, 
which was agreed to .by the Senate, 
to oblige the members of the General 



Affembly to give unequivocal proof*-, 
of their attachment to the caufe of. 
America. 

Philadelphia, Aug. 8. 

Extras of a letter from Paris, <* 
March 27, 1780. 

" The art of war is fo well and fa 
equally underlined by the great na- 
tions of Europe, and they are fo 
equally furniihed with Statefmen, 
Generals, Admirals, and other offi- 
cers capable of conducting it well, 
that it is now generally confidered as 
a conteft of finances ; fo that the na- 
tion' which can the longeft find mo- 
ney to carry on the war, can gene- 
rally hold out the longeft. 

" The French and Spaniih na- 
tions are probably as well ftored with 
politicians t and warriors as the jjri- 
tim, and it is very certain they have 
an immenfe fuperiprity , in wealth. 
The French King has. not yet laid 
any new impofition upon his fubjects j 
whereas the Eugliih have ever iince 
177a. been laying on, without xne^cy 
or diftin&ion, additional taxes. 1 ' 



Monf L a, To u che, Commander of 
his Moft Chrijlian Majefty* $ Jhtp 
Her mi one, having fent a Utter* im 
the French language, to Captain 
Hawk e r, Commander of hie Bri- 
tannic Majefty** Jkip hit, refpe&ing 
the engagement hetweex thofe two* 
frigates the jih of June~The fol~ 
lowing is a translation of Captain 
Dz La ToucHt'j letter, <wit% 
Captain Hawked'; anfwer t* tbt 
fame. 

Translation. 
On hoard the French frig at e-Hermicne, 
June tz, 17S0J . * , "* 
It is with equal furprize and in- 
dignation that I read in the New- 
York GaEette of the loth inilant, 
the article which relates to our cri- 
jjagement^ n the 7th. V do not be- 
lieve tha:' a Caotain in .the ( £ritilb 
navy can fo far forget what is due ip 
the dignity of J\is' character and fo 
. trutfvwhic.li Js.^the foundation of a)l 
'"military virtue, as \o Tiave *f ecourFe 
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to t& groffeft impositions, and to 
endeavour by the vileft means to 
eftablifh as a truth, that he gained 
an advantage which he never had, 
fever his enemies, 

I flatter myfelf in the belief, that 
die Gazetteer Rivington has followed 
Upon this frecafion, his natural in- 
clination, to mifreprefent all facts, 
3iVd to ftate lies as truths ; if it is fo, 
his affertkms merit only my con- 
tempt ; but i ftmll expect, from your 
juftice and equity, to ftate the affair 
in a proper point of view, as you 
ought to do, Sir, when affertions fo 
falfehave been advanced, as that of 
my pretended flight, and the ap- 
pearance of an American frigate 
towards the end of the action. 

Jn the account of which I ferrt to 
the Court of France, I have done the 
ftri&eft juftice to your readinefs to 
engage, and to the officer-like man* 
Jier in which you began the fight ; 
indeed it excited my efteem for you, 
and 1 fhalr regret having reafon to 
alter this firft fentiment, if yon do 
me not* the juftice which is. due to 
me. From the inftant I firft faw 
you, I determined to attack you, I 
advanced towards you in confe- 
quence, you fpated me half the 
trouble by meeting me, you ma- 
noeuvred before and during the 
aftion, a$ a man worthy to be trufted 
with the command of fo fine a fri- 
gate: but if you affert that I fled 
from you, you impofe upon your- 
lelf, and you know me little. I have 
never yet incurred the fhame of re- 
treating from an enemy of equal 
force, nor 1 will I ever. 

Your ihet having damaged my 
rigging, as mine had your hull, I 
was unable to keep the wind and 
renew the a&icm ; your fhip was in 
a better ftate for. fervice than mine, 
and when I heard that you kept your 
luff, I attributed your retreat to the 
number of men yon muft have loft, 
cf "which I was perfuaded, becaufe 
;ypur* fire ; 'had Slackened. Having 



formed this opinion, yoti may jndge* 
of my furprize when I faw in the* 
fame Gazette, you had only 7 men 
killed and 9 wounded. I am more 
candid than you, Sir ; I confefs to? 
have 10 killed, and 37 woundedy 
two of my officers and felf are among' 
the latter. You fee that I hefitate 
not to fpeak the truth, becaufe I am 
on this occafion fuperior to reproach. 

I fhall clofe my letter with a pro- 
feffional obfervation, that if your 
men and your fhip fuffered left tKan 
mine, you could have no folid reafon 
for discontinuing the combat, feeing- 
the diftreffed ftate to which I was 
reduced, and my utter inability to 
chace and follow you ; while on the 
other hand your iltuation was fuch, 
as enabled you to avail yourfelf of * 
favourable wind to get off — You have 
either then difingenuoufly concealed, 
your loffes, or having fuffered fo in- 
confiderably, muft be deficient in 
fpirit, by declining the conteft with 
the advantages that fortune had 
given you over me. — You know well 
there was no American frigate in 
.fight. 

In this dilemma, I fhall fufpend 
judgment of your abilities, till you 
have explained your motives, or we 
fhould meet to try again the fate of 
war, which I fwear to you I ardently 
defire. 

In the mean time, I fhall remain, 
with the fentiments your firft conduct 
infpired me with, 

Sir, your moft humble, &c. 

(Signed) De La Touch*. 

To Captain Hawker. 
From his Britannic Majtfiy*s Frigate 
Iris, July 20, 17S0. 
Sir, 

It was rather wkh fentiments of 
furprize than refentment, that I read 
your's of the zz& ult. I, however, 
intend this to go by the firft oppor- 
tunity to own the receipt of it, and 
to fay, in ahfwer, that I am not ac- 
countable for the Several different 
reports in the public .gazettes, rela- 

tire 
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tive to our engagement oh the 7U1 
ult. but in a fubfequent paper of 
Mr. Rivington's, there was a pretty 
juft account of it, which, perhaps, 
might not have come to your hands $ 
and as you are defirous of having the 
particulars of the action from me, 
the following is a copy of my letter 
of the detail I gave of it, as it ap- 
peared to my officers, fhip's company 
and felf, to Vice Admiral Arbuth* 
not, our Commander in Chief on 
the American ftation : 

" On the 7th inftant, being in 
$hace of two vefTels, which I con- 
jectured to be privateers, a fhip was 
difcovered on the lee-beam of the 
Iris, on the pppofite tack, the wea- 
ther being extremely hazy, I in- 
ilantly wore fhip, and Hood towards 
her, which I had no fooner done, 
than we tacked and flood towards 
the Iris, and, at about a mufket (hot, 
(he hoifted French. colours ; we parted 
very clofe to each other, and ex- 
changed broadfides, and directly 
after, both fhipswore, and met go^ 
ing large ; we continued a clofe action 
under our topfails, which lafted an 
hour and twenty minutes, when the 
French frigate, for fuch fhe proved 
to be, and is called the Hermione, 
made (ail from me, by fetting her 
courfes, and very foon after had two 
gallant (bidding fails. ^ I made all 
the fail poffible ui purfuit of her, but 
the Iris was very much damaged in 



away, and the main-mall, fdre-mafr, 
and bow-fprit, would inevitably have 
gone alfo, had not the water been 
extremely fmooth, as there were 
feveral large fhot through each of 
them. The Iris had 7 men killed, 
and 9 wounded ; among the latter 
is Lieut. Bourne, of the Marines* 
and one fince dead. The Hermione 
is of 36 guns, and appeared to be 
very much mattered in her hull." 

I mufl obferve to you, Sir, the 
Iris carried only 32 guns, and that 
this is as perfect an account of our ac- 
tion as is in my power to give ; and as 
you were pleafed to fay you ardently 
defired to try again the fate of war 
with us, mail only reply, that if our 
ihips mould meet, I hope the Her- 
mione will not find any deficiency of 
fpirit from the Iris. Your being 
wounded, I imagine, prevented in 
fome degree your attention to the 
latter part of the action. 

I am well informed, the fhip we 
faw was an American, and who took 
a fnow that was under my convoy 
from New- York, and was in fight 
during the action, and as we were 
obliged to lie by to refit, me parted 
from us to proceed on her voyage, 
but was followed by the above ihip, 
and taken in a few hours after. 

Governor Paterfon, of the Iflanci 
of St. John's, and Captain Bayard, . 
of the Orange Rangers, were da 
board the Iris in the action, and are 



her. rigging and fails, and moil of witnefles to the truth of this detail, 
her Audding fail booms and geerfhot and of the 7 



away, fd that the frigate went from 
us very fall; however, I cpntinued 
the chace with top-gallant fails fet, 
about three quarters of arj, hour, 
when a ilrange fail was feen a-head, 
it being 1K1I extremely hazy, the 
frigate foon after firing a gun, and 
hauling towards her, I concluded it 
Was a private fignal to the flranger, 
which I, from that circumflance, 
imagined was her confort ; I there- 
fore hauled upon a wind, in doing 
which the fore top-fail yard wejit 
Vo*. X, 



Hennione's making fail 
from the Iris. 

As you published your letter to 
me in the New-England papers, I 
fhall in confequence publim this ia 
the New- York Gazettes. 

I am, Sir, your moil obedient 
humble fervant, 
(Signed) Jambs Hawker, 

Commander of his Britannic Ma* 
jefly's frigate-Iais. 

De laTouchb, E<$. 

Commander of his Mod £hriftiaa 
Majefiy's frigate Heemiqns. 
Pp This 
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This is to certify, that I, Robert 
Thompfon,of the city of New-York, 
merchant, being apaffenger on board 
the Snow Diana, was an eye-witnefs 
of the above aclion, on the con- 
clulion of which I faw the Hermione 
make fail from the Britifh frigate 
Iris, who immediately purfued the 
Hermione, and continued the chace 
full half an hour. 

Robert Thom*sok. 
New-fork, Aug, 22, 1780. 

From the Pennjfyl'vania Pat kit, 
Jug* '» 1780.* 
Head- Quarters (Bergen County) 
July 26, 1780. 
Sir, 
- Having received information that 
tnere were considerable numbers of 
Cattle and Korfes on Bergen Neck, 
within reach of the enemy, and 
having reafon to fufpect that they 
meant fhortly to draw all Supplies of 
chat kind within their lines, I de- 
tached Brigadier-general Wayne, on 
the 20th, with the foil and fecond 
Pennfylvania brigades, with four 
pieces of artillery attached to them, 
and Colonel MoylaiyPs regiment of 
dragoons to bring them off. I had 
it alfo in contemplation to attempt, 
at the fame time, the deftru&ion of 
a block-houfe, creeled at Bull's 
Ferry, which ferved the purpofes of 
covering the enemy's wqod-cutters, 
and giving fecuriry to a body of re- 
fugees, by whom it was garrifoned, 
and who committed depredations 
upon the well-affecled inhabitants 
for many miles round. 

General Wayne having difpofed 
of his troops in fuch a manner as to 
guard the different landing places' on 
the Bergen more, upon which the 
enemy might throw over troops from : 
York-Ifland to intercept his -retreat; 
and having fent down his- cavalry to 
execute the bufihefs of driving, off 
the ""flock,- proceeded with- the firft, 
fecond ami tenth regiments, and the 
artillery, to the- block-Jieufe* which 



he found fiirrroortded by an abattk 
and ftccka.de* He for fome time 
tried the effect of his field pieces upon 
it, but though the fire was kept up 
for an hour, they were found too 
light to penetrate the logs of which 
it was eonftrucled. The troops* 
during this time, being galled by a 
eonftant fire from the loop-holes of 
the boufe, and feeing no chance of 
making a breach with cannon— -thofe 
of the firft and fecond regiments, 
notwith {landing the utmoft efforts 
of the officers to reftrain them, r'ufhed 
through the abattb to the foot of the 
ftockade, with a view of forcing ah. 
entrance, which was found impracti-*- 
cable. This acl of intemperate va- 
lor,- was the caufe of the lofs we 
Aiftained, and which amounted in 
the whole to three officers wounded, 
ic non-commiffioned and privates 
killed, and 46 non-commiffioned and 
privates wounded. The wounded 
officers are, Lieutenants Hammond, 
and Crawford, of the firft, and 
Lieutenant D'Hart of the fecond* 
the laft fince dead. I cannot but 
mention his death with regret, as ha 
was a young gentleman of amiable 
qualities, and who promifed fair to. 
be ferrkeable to his country. 

The dragoons, in the meaa time, 
drove off the ftock which were found 
in the Neck ; the {Loops and wood, 
boats in the dock, near the block- 
houfe, were burnt, and die few 
people on board them made pri- 
soners. 

I hare been thus particular,, left 
the account of this affirir fhould have 
reached Philadelphia much exag* 
gerated, as is commonly the cafe 
upon fuch occafions. 

I have the honour to be, 

with the greateft refpeft i Sin, your 
Excellency's moft obedient Servant, - 
* George Washiji<?to»u ' 

His Excellency 
Samuel Huntington, Eiq, 

Published by order of Congress, 

CUARLBsT»OM50W, Sec* 

Fr*m~ 
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From the Pennsylvania Packet* 

Philadelphia- 

An Aft to fufpend the operation for a 

limited time of the f&vtral Imut of 

this Commoniveahhyfor making the 

Bills of Credit of the United State* 

a legal tender in the payment of 

debts, equal to gold and filler. 

Whereas Certain of the bills of 

credit, emitted by the Honourable 

Congrefs of the United Colonies or. 

States of America, have hitherto 

been, by the laws of this State, 3 

legal tender in die payment of all 

debts, dues, and contracts, equal 

to gold and filver : and whereas the 

total repeal of the faid acts, or the 

farther continuance of the faid bills 

as a legal tender, equal to gold and 

filver, might, in the preient Situation 

-of affairs, be attended with many 

and great inconveniences: for re* 

inedy whereof, and until fome mode 

more fuited to the intereft and cir- 

cumftances of the parties concerned 

be devifed, 

Be it enabled, and it is hereby 
enacted, by the Reprefentatives of 
the Freemen of the Commonwealth 
i>£ Pennfylvania, in General Affenv 
try met, and by the authority of 
the fame, That From and after the 
pafling of this A&> £o much of the 
Several 3&sof Aflemblyof this State, 
is make the faid bills of credit a le- 
gal tender, equal to gold and filver, 
Sail be and they are hereby fufjpended 
for and during the fpace of three 
months, and from thence until the 
end of the next fitting of the General 
Aflembly. 

\ Provided always, That this Act, 
nor any thing herein contained, fhall 
extend or be conftrued to extend any 
debt, contract, bargain or agreement, 
bad, made, 07 entered into fince the . 
firfl: day of November, one thoufani 
feven hundred and feventy-nine, or 
to any debt or demand whereupon 
any diibeft may be made, or upon 
which any action or fuit ihall be 
commenced ja any court of law 



within this State, or to any fheriff, 
attorney in law, or fact, executor, 
guardian, or other perfon having re- 
ceived money by legal authority in 
right of another ; but that it ihall, 
and may be lawful to make payment 
in all fuch cafes, as might have been 
done before the pamng this Act. 

. John Bayard, Speaker. 
. Enacted into a law at Philadel- 
phia, on Wednefday the thirty* 
nril day of May, one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty. 
Thomas Paine, Clerk of the 
General Affembly. . . 
In Congreff, January 1 5. 1780.^ 

Refolved, That a Court be eftab- 
lifhed for the trial oif all appeals from 
the Court of Admiralty in thefe 
United States in cafes of capture, to 
confift of* three Judges, appointed 
and commiflioned By Congrefs, either 
two of whom, in the absence of the 
other, to hold the faid Court for the 
difpatch of bufinefs : 

That the faid Court appoint their 
own Regifter : that the trials therein 
be according to the ufage of nations, 
and not. by jury : . 

That the faid Judges hold their 
£rft feffions as foon as may be at 
Philadelphia, and afterwards at fiiclj 
times and places as they mail judge 
moft conducive to the public good, 
fo that they do not at any time filf 
farther eaftward than Hartford in 
Connecticut, or fonthward than Wil- 
Iiamiburgh in Virginia. 

May 24. Refolved, That the 
flile of the Court of Appeals ap- 
pointed by Congrefs be " 1 he Court 
of Appeals in cafes of Capture," 

Refolved, That the Judges and 
Regifter of the faid Court mall re- 
spectively take an oath of office be- 
• rore-tbey enter upon the duties of the 
fame, , 

That the oath of the Judges be 
In thcworcls following ; — " You do 
fwear, or affirm, that you will well, 
faithfully, and impartially execute 
the office of -one of the Judges of the 

f p a Court 
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Court of Appeals in cafes of Capture, 
according to the beft of your flcill 
and judgment. So help you God.'* 

That the oath of the Regifter of 
the faid Court fhall be in 'the words 
following : " You do fwear, or affirm, 
that you will well and faithfully ex- 
ecute the office of Regifter of the 
Court of Appeals in cafes of Cap- 
ture, according to the beft of your 
{kill and judgment. So help you 
God." 

T)iat the Judges of the faid Court 
fliall be qualified in the manner 
aforefaid DeFore the Prefident of 
Congrefs, and certificates thereof 
lodged in the office of the Secretary 
of Congrefs ; and that the Regifter 
ihall be qualified before the faid 

Jfud ges, and certificates thereof 
odged in the faid Court of Ap- 
peals* 

Jtefolved, That appeals from the 
Courts of Admiralty ip the refpective 
States be as heretofore demanded 
within five days after definitive fen- 
tence; and in future fuch Appeals 
be lodged with the Regi£er of the 
Court of Appeals, in cafes of Cap- 
ture, within forty days thereafter, 
provided the party appeajing fhail 
give fecuritv to profecute fuch ap- 
peal to effefi. 

Refolved, That all matters refpeft- 
ing appeals in cafes of capture now 
depending before Congreft, or the 
Commiffioners of Appeals, confift 7 
ing of members of Congrefs, be re- 
ferred to the newly eredted Court of 
Appeals, to be there adjudged and 
determined according to law; and 
* £hat all papers touching appeals in 
eafes of capture, lodged in the office ■ 
of the Secretary of Congrefs, be 
delivered to and lodged with the 
Regifter of the Court of Appeals.' "** 
Extract from the Minutes, 
Charles Thomson, Secretary, 
Congrefs have elected the Honl 
William Paca, Efq. the Hon. Titus 
Jlofmer, Efq. and the Hon. Cyrus 
Griffin, Efq. Judges of the above 
fcpurt.' ' • - 



Extract of a letter from ?in intelligent 
gentleman in the neighbourhood of 
Morrtftoivtt, jfune 9, 17^0, 

" Although extremely* fatigued, 
I catch a moment to inform you, 
that I have juft returned from Eliza^ 
beth-town, where I have been re- 
connoitering the enemy's fituation 
and ftrengthi 

" To give you any tolerable ide^' 
of their ravages and cruelty, is be- 
yond my defcriptive abilities. They 
came out in force on Tuefday night 
and Wednefday morning, and landed 
in EHzabeth-town before day. Moll 
obfervers differ in the account of their 
numbers ; from my own observation, 
I fuppofe them about 5000, witlj 
17 pieces of artillery, and every pre- 
parative for a lengthy march. 

" They advanced to Connecticut 
Farms, about five miles diftance, 
very early in the morning of Wed-i 
nefday; and although they obfervetj 
great difcipline and decorum in EH* 
zabeth - tpwn, . yet . at the Faivis 
every ftep was marked with -wan tog 
cruelty and caufelefs devaftation. 
They fet fire to and entirely deftroyed 
the Prefbyteriari church, and fourteen 
dwellihg-houfes and barns ; & that 
there are (I think) but two dwelling- 
houies remaining in that fertile fet-*- 
tlement- But, njas ! Sir, this is onl^ 
one part of the horrid fcene ! 

,l In this neighbourhood lived the 
Rev, Mr. James Caldwell, whefe 
zeal an<l activity in the caufe of his 
country had rendered him an objeft 
worthy of the enemy's keeneft re T 
femment. 

** His vigilance, and attention had 
always evaded every attempt to in- 
jure him, and therefore it war now 
determined to wound him in an un- 
guarded part. Following the abfiird 
principles of tod many of our incau- 
tious countrymen, he left his wife 
and family at home, truftine to the 
politenefs and humanity of the ene- 
my towards an amiable woman K and 
a number «f .helpleft and innocent 
children. 
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riuldren, though he did not think it 
prudent to truft them with his own 
fafcty, He had been warned of their 
atmoll hatred to him, and therefore 
diffaaded from leaving his family in 
their power ; but, alas ! his confi- 
dence in their benevolence towards 
thehelplefs, has-been his deftruclion. 
Soon after their pofiefilng themfelves 

, of the neighbourhood, a foldier came 
Jfco the houfe, and putting his gun to 
the window of the room where this 
worthy woman was fitting (with her 
children, and a maid with an infant 
in her arms along-fide of her) he 
jhpt her through the lungs dead on 
the fpot. Soon after an officer with 
two Heffians came in and ordered a 
hole to be dug, and her body thrown 
in, and the Houfe to be fet on fire. 

At the earneft requeft of an officer 
of the new levies, and with fome dif- 
ficulty, the body was fufFered to be 
tarried to a fmall houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood, and Mr. Caldwell's dwel- 
ling houfe immediately fet pn fire, 
jand every thing belonging to him 
jconfumed together. The only com- 
fort arifing to this afflicted family is, 

m that the wretch who ferved* as the 
executioner of this murdered lady 
(who from her excellent eharadier 
iieferved a better fate) did his bufinefs 
fo effectually, that fhe loft her life 
without'diftrefs or pain. Thus it is, 
thai even the tender mercies of the 
wicked are cruelty. This melancholy 
Affair, with their cruel burnings, has 
taifed the refentment pf the whole 
country to the higheft pitch ; they 
are ready almoft to fwear an everlaft- 
ing enmity to the. very name of a 
Briton. So far is this cruelty and 
devaluation from terrifying to fub- 
miffion, that it roufes die molt timid 
to feats of defperate heroifm* 

QTrakflatiim of the King of Stain's 
Edi8 concerning the faan of three 
militant offiaftrts % $$c. 
Don Carlos, by die grace of Cod 

$ing of Caftile, Leon, and Arragon^ 



&c. &c. To all my well beloved an4 
trufty Counfellors, to Prefidents and 
Auditors of my Audiences and Chan- 
ceries, to the Alcades and Alguazils, 
of my Court of Houfhold, and to alt 
the Corregidors, Affiitants, Gover- 
nors, Alcades, fuperior and ordinary, 
and other judges and Juftices what- 
foever, as well Royals as Seigniorials, 
Epifcopals or of religious orders, 
prefent and to come, and to all other 
perfons of whatever rank, dignity, 
and quality they may be, or might 
be, in all cities, towns, and place^ 
of my kingdoms and feigniories, 
whom the tenor of this, my prefent 
royal Edict, may concern in any 
manner whatever, greeting. 

Be it known unto ye .all. That 
my royal attention has for fome dme 
been directed to facilitate the means 
of fulfilling the obligation of ftate, 
without charging my' fubje&s with 
new taxes, and to contribute at 
the fame time to the augmentation 
and advancementof the interior com- 
merce of my .kingdoms* which is one 
of the principal branches by which 
the nation receives its maintenance,; 
and the neceflary means to arrive at 
the higheft degree of its welfare, 
without expofing my royal t re 'Jure 
and my fubjeQs* to the lefs, by the 
rifi* of the prefent *u)ar, of the great 
fums ofmontv now detained in my do* 
minions in N<>rth and South America* 

For this reafon I Have thought pro- 
per, after mature deliberation with 
my Minifters and other intelligent 
perfons, equally zealous for my fer- 
Vice as for the national welfare, to ac* 
cept the propofidon which has been 
made unto me byfeveral commercial 
houfes, well known and eftablifhedl 
in my dominions, and by which they* 
have offered to remit into my royal 
treafure, the fum of nine millions of 
piaftres, a 128 quartoes per piaffire, 
in ready money, or bills payable in 
the fame Q>ecie, as a loan reimburs- 
able at the will of my royal pleafure T 
within the term jot twenty years, 
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with intertft, at the nte of four per 
cent, per annum* To this cad J 
have given orders to iiTttC 15,000 
bills, of 600 piaibes ci*ch, at the 
rate of 1 jS quartces pa niaftre, for 
the faid Aim and amount of this Cd- 
pulated commiffion, whi:h bills ihall 
oear b cmc Walloon iuterelt per diem, 
or 361 reals per annum, which is 
Equivalent to the JHpulated intereft 
of four per cent, per armum j and 
*hich bills {hall be deported in my 
general treafiiry, as an :iFeclive ca- 
pital, In order that my chief trea- 
surer, after hiving entered the whole 
amount thereof to his charge, may 
deliver the faid billi unto the fame . 
commercial houfes, or fuch part 
thereof as mail balance the erTeefcve 
capital which they wall have remit- 
ted, the payment whereof is to be ef- 
fected into the hands of the treafurer 
in ordinary. In the fame manner as 
all Others. In confequence thereof, 
the faid commercial houfes ihall be 
audio riled to employ the faid bills in 
circulating them throughout the 
whole kingdom, then? to have cc-urfe 
in commerce and where they are to 
be taken, as well as in all royal of- 
fices and u eafuries, in the fame man- 
ner as erTeflrve fpecie, fubject. howr 
ever to be renewed every year in my 
general trcafury, until my faid royal 
treafury mall effect the extinction 
th ereof by the r elrnb cr fern e n t of t he 
faid capital; which reim bur fement, 
as has been mentioned before, fkall 
take place within the term cf twenty 
years, in, withdrawing every year a 
certain number of tfcfc bills, pro- 
portionable to the amount of the 
whole, without prejudice to the exz&, 
payment of the interefl which ihall 
become due annually. 

And of thefe aunial payment^ a* 
well of the payjnen; as the irtercji, 
»y chief treasurer is hereby ordered 
to keep a fepurate account, in car- 
rying equ a! ly to h i s a nn ual r, .: 1 ou n t M 
and under particular rubricksj all the 
piymencs he ihall have made, as 



well ofoae as of the other fort, with 
the requlfite verification, and accord- 
ing to the eliabltmed roles for all 
oilier pay men Li of my royal finances; 
obfervipg moreover, betides all that 
has been mentioned above, the rule* 
an 4 diftsoiitions agreed upon with the 
aforefaid commercial houfes, and 
which nave been communicated to 
my Privy Council* with my royal re- 
fold tion, contained in the ordinance 
ngned by me on the 30th of Augufi 
hdl, in ord^r that after due exami- 
nation of tlv fame, my laid Council 
might iiTue the necetiary edict i which 
royal ordinance having been duty 
published in Council on the £ ril of 
this month, the obfervarion and exe- 
cution thereof has been properly or- 
dered ; and being remitted, to that 
effect under my three Fifcala, and 
feeing afterwards what they have ex- 
pafed in anfwer thcrcio on tht 3d . 
lnllant, together with my royal ap- 
probation, my faid Council have ac- 
cordingly iffued this prefent edicl. 

For thefe reafcns 1 dcfire, and it is 
my will and pteafure, that to avoid 
all trouble in the courfe of thefe bills 
re falling from thi* negotiation of 
nine millions of piafcras, concluded 
wjih the a fore laid commercial houfes, 
conformable to my royal refolucton 
above- men t ion rd ; all the rules and 
difpohtions agreed with the faid com- 
mercial houfes, mail be obferved in 
the following manner : 

Art, I- The remittance of the 
faid nine millions and nine hundred 
tioufand piau'res being duly effected, 
either in (he whole or in part, iqjq 
my general trea(ury» under a receipt 
which is to be given by my chief 
treafurer, in canjuoelian with the ca- 
Jhier. Re im b u rfe rae n t mall be m ad e 
unto the faid commercial houfes of 
the fonV, to which their remittance 
and the premium of their commiffiou 
/hall amount, by a proportionate 
number of bills of 6co piallres tach t 
a 1:1 quartoesper piaftre, which are 
to be lifted at th£ time fated , or to 
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fee fixed hereafter V and' which bills 
are to bear intereftone real per diem, 
or 361 reals, each bill per" annum, 
which is equivalent to.four per cent,' 
and which intereft fhall commence on 
the firft day of G&obea next, and 
(hall become due oaihe 26th of 
September of the next following year, 
and fo for the future. 

Art. II. The faid bills lhall be 
printed, and fhall bear the dirtinctive 
mark of being iffued by the Lord the 
King, and lhall be numbered from 
No. 1, to No- 16,500, and be fides 
the feal or cypher, which is to be put 
to each, of them, and which ihall be 
a different one every year, they mall 
be figned by the prefent chief trea- 
surer Don Francifco Monies, and by 
the cafhier of the general treafury, 
Don Domingo de Marcoleta. Thefe 
bills mall contain the name of the 
perfon, to whofe order they are iffued, 
aa well as the year during which they 
are to be in circulation, %5 it is un- 
derftood they are to be renewed every 
year, at the fame time when the 
intereft due upon them (hall be paid 
to thofe who fhall then be the bearers 
or proprietors of them, and when 
they are again to be figned by the 
chief treaiurer and by the cafhier of 
the general treafury for the time 
being. 

A*t. III. All th# faid bills being 
made out at the lime fixed, and after 
the receipt of the amount of the 
remittance in effective fpecie, fhall 
have been prefented unto the cafhier 
of the general treafory, to be by him 
kept and entered into his books, as 
alfo after the chief treafurer fhall 
have entered the amount of all the 
faidroilfe to his charge, remit* ance. 
fhall then be made by the fatd cafhier, 
to the perfon properly autfcorifed by 
the ftid commercial houfes to receive 
the fame, of the number of bills 
forming the equivalent of the effec-' 
tire fum which they fhall have fur- 
sHhed, as well as- of the- am6unt of 
their commiflioa ; and the' bills fhall 



be made to tftfortfeftf (ndfe's* ffeaflf 
be indicated by the perfon fo aatho* 
rifed, who lhall give a formal re- 
ceipt for the fame: which receipt 
being eovnterfigned by the cafhier of 
the general treafury, fhall be a fuffi* 
cient voucher for the chief treaferc* 
for paffcng his accounts. And in cafe 
the remittance of the total of the 
faid nine millions mould not be made 
by the faid commercial houfes, the 
reit of thefe bills fhall remain in the 
general treafury, as effects belonging" 
thereto, to be given in payment and 
Attributed whenever k fhall appear 
neceffary and convenient ; the fame 
as may be done by the faid commer- 
cial houfes with the bills belonging; 
unto them. 

Art. IV. For the greater fecu- 
rity of the commerce, ana fuch other 
perfons as mail acquire the said effecla 
of credit or bills, it is hereby ordered 
to receive the fame for the fu!l amount 
of their refpe&ive capitals and the; 
intereft due upon them, as well ior 
the general treafury, as in that of ther 
army, of the general and provincial 
revenues, boards, ami offices, as well 
near the court as elfewherc, either 
in payment of taxes and royal im~ 
pofts, or any other debts and demands* 
in favour of my royal finances, in the- 
fame manner as if the payment wa* 
made in effective, lawful, and cur-* 
rent coin of my kingdom. 

Art, V.. Confequently all my* 
fdrbjects and other inhabitants of my 
kingdoms, of what rank, condition,* 
ahd dignity foever they may be/ 
fhall be equally obliged to receive' 
the faid bills in the fame maimer,- 
with the intereft due thereupon, at* 
all times whea they fhall be offered'' 
unto them, in airy of the above- 
mentioned rt>yal treafuries, boartir 
or offices, in payment of any demands* : 
of what nature foever, they may*, 
have upon my royal finance's, as it is* J 
irhderftood, by what has been men- 
tioned above, that' they are to* be r 
cdn fide* red as^eady ca¥h r *and as efc- 
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fedi drculatitg in commerce, with- 
out any obftacle or hindrance what- 
ever. From, this general ruk fhall 
only be excepted, fuch payments as 
jure made in my faid royal treafuries» 
boards and offices, for falaries, pen- 
sions* and appointments to the mini* 
fters, the troops, and other perfona 
of my royal houfe ; and no perfon, 
comprehended in any of thefe claffcs 
(hall be forced to receive the faid 
bills in payment of what they have 
to receive, either annually or month- 
ly, under the title of falary or pen- 
lion, unlefs they accept the fame of 
their own accord. 

Art. VI. The fame exception 
and liberty to take the faid bills with 
their intereft, or not, fhalHikcwife 
e.-uend to all ranks of working peo- 
, pie, artificers, fhopkeepers, journey- 
men, day-labourers, domeftics, and 
all thofe who are employed in any 
retail trade, for all what regards 
their wages and falaries, as alfo the 
buying and felling by retail, or for 
all other daily occurrences with indi- 
viduals of the faid claffes ; fo that 
they mall not be forced to receive 
the faid bills in payment, unlefs they 
confent to do it, with full knowledge 
of the fame, and of their own ac- 
cord; as it is eflentially neceflaryy 
that all what regards the daily fub- 
fiftence, and all retail trades, fhould 
be paid in real and current coin as 
heretofore. 

Art. VII. At all times, when 
the faid bills and their itftereft are 
transferred from him, to whofe order 
they are made, into other hands, 
for what motives foever it may be, 
the fame fhall be teftified by an in- 
dorfement on* the back of each bill, 
in the fame manner as is cuftomary 
with bills of exchange; and whoever 
ihall be the bearer or proprietor of 
the (ame, at the end of the year, 
during which they are in circulation,, 
ihall be obliged to bring them each 
year, from the 20th day of Septem- 
ber, to the 15 th day of O&ober next 



following, into the General /FrcA* 
futy, as well to receive the intereft 
of three hundred and fixty-one reals, 
due upon each bill, as alfo to have* 
the new ones, which are to (erve th« 
next year, made out to his order ; 
rt being uriderftood, that thefe bill* 
fhall orfly have courfe during one 
year, and always with a different 
feal or cypher, in order .to prevent 
their being counterfeited ; as it is to- 
be well ooferved, that the bill or 
bills, which fhall not be pre fen ted 
each year within the time above- 
mentioned, to be renewed, and to* 
receive the intereft due thereupon, 
fhall be confidered extinft, ana re- 
imburfed ,by this ad. 

Art. VIII. Such proprietors of 
thefe bills, as refide at a diftance 
from the Court, may bring them 
within the time fixed by the preced- 
ing article, to the different treafurer* 
of the army, where they fhall be 
paid the intereft for the year due up- 
on them, and from whence the faid, 
bills fhall be fent to the General 
Treafury, there to be renewed and 
replaced by others, to the order of 
thofe who were the proprietors of the 
old ones, at the time of their being 
prefented, according to the laft in- 
dorfement that fhall appear on the- 
back of them, fo that the faid pro- 
prietors may make convenient ufe of 
the fame, during the courfe of the 
next year; and the different trea- 
farers of the army fhall give a receipt 
at interim to the proprietors of thelfe 
hills, which receipt fhall be returned, 
by them, when they receive their 
new bills ; but in cafe the faid pro- 
prietors, either on account of the 
great diftance, or any other motive, 
could not or would not bring thefe 
bills to the faid treafuries or offices, 
they may fend them by a commif* 
fioner, or any other perfon properly 
authorized, to the General Trea- 
fury, provided the fame be always 
done within the time above-men-* 
tioned. 

Art. 
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Art. IX* Each proprietor fhall 
pe at full liberty to make what ufe 
he. pleafes of thefe bills, either in 
keeping them all the year round in 
his hands, to enjoy the intereft which 
lhall become due upon them, and 
which he may receive at the term 
fixed, and. at the fame time when 
the bills mail be renewed for his ufe, 
during the next following year, or in 
giving them in payment of any debt 
whatever^ he may have contracted, 
br'in negodating them, as may be 
inoft convenient, (without, however, 
altering in the leaft the value of thefe 
bills, which fhali always be of £x 
hundred piaflres, . a hundred and 
twenty-eight quartoes per piaftre 
each, with the intereft fixed, here' 
above) and in the fame manner as 
he would or might do with any other 
effects, or with the fame fum in rea- 
dy cafh, which thefe bills are intend- 
ed to, and actually ihall, reprefent. -, 
Art. X, For that reafbn no per- 
fon t whateyer, excepting only fuch- as 
have been mentioned in the articles 
V. and VI'. mail excufehimfelf from 
receiving the faid bills for their full , 
value, ^ and the intereft due upon 
them, in payment of all debts what- 
ever, contracted by the proprietors 
Of the fame, as well by means of any 
reward, notes, bills of exchange, or 
any other obligations whatever, and 
of what nature foever, they may, or 
might be; and, notwithstanding the 
payment mould have been ftipulated 
to be made in gold or filver, obferv- 
ine always, that the faid bills, as 
well as the intereft due thereupon, 
are to be confidered and taken as real 
and current coin: confequtntly it 
ihall not be permitted to. proteft any 
bill of exchange for want of payment, 
whenever the fame has been offered, 
by means of thefe bills; and all pub- 
lic perfons are hereby ftriclly forbid- 
den to lend their authority or affift- 
ance, for protefting any bill of ex- 
change in the like cafe. I declare 
moreover, that if any merchant re- - 
Vol. X. 



fufes to accept the faid bills, or if Jfc 
attempts to throw the. leaft difcredit 
upon them, either by devolution of 
any bills of exchange, or by any 
other direct or indirect means, h(S 
mail be ba'riifhed from my kingdoms^ 
without ever being permitted to re~ 
enter the fanie ; nor to have therein 
any commerce or tranfaction, either 
dire&ly or*iridirec"Uy, 

Art, XL All conveyances or 
transferring of the faid bills, with 
the intereft due thereupon, •which 
fhall be as many sveJon reals as there* 
fhall be days pat! until that of tranf-; 
ferring, exclufively, fhall be madg 
by means of Indorfement; on thjfc 
back of the faid bills, in the fame 
manner as it is done with bills of ex- 
change, without, however, making 
the indorfer thereby refponfible for 
the fame, any farther than in cafes 
of forgery or falfificaticm. And in 
order to prevent thefe, it fhall be 
the duty of every perfon who receives 
one of thefe bills from the hands of a 
third, to enquire after him who has 
made the laft indorfement or con-, 
veyance, and to procure the beft in- 
formation he poffibly can, concern- 
ing the authenticity of his f.*al, hi* 
mark, fignature and hand- writings 
and, if the indorfer is a foreigner, 
he fhall enquire at the place from 
whence the payment is made, in the 
fame manner as it is cuftomary in 
Commerce, for the payment or reim- 
burfement of bills of exchange; 
which precautions ihall be obligatory 
and lawful for all treafurers ana 
other perfons belonging to royal 
offices, where the faid bills are re- 
ceived and paid, together with their 
interefts'. 

Art. X1L And in order that' 
the detention for the annual pay* 
ment of the intereft, and for the re- 
newing of the faid bills in the Gene- 
ral Treafury, may not be inconve- 
nient or prejudicial to the proprietor 
thereof (befides that tfcey are always 
to bear intereft, withouu.ntermifEon, ? 
Qjj fro$ 



Digitized by 



Googk 



f»n the i & of October, to the 26th 
of September, of the next following 
year) care fhall be taken to difpenfe 
with as many, in effecting the pay- 
ment thereof, as (hall not be abso- 
lutely neceflary for the Chief Trea- 
furcr to pafs his accounts. To this 
end the printed receipt, which the 
proprietor?, or authorized commif- 
fioners are to fign, (hall be kept in 
readinefs % as well as the new bills, 
which they mall receive at the fame 
time,, foe their ufe, during the next 
following, year. But as it might 
happen, during this interval',, that 
the proprietors might be in want of 
their bills, for the payment of any 
bilh of exchange, that might expire 
between the time abovementioned 
for prefenting the faid bills at the 
General Treafury, in order to be re- 
newed there, the detention of which, 
might be of great prejudice to them ; 
notice is hereby given, in regulatings 
for this cafe only, the days of grace 
which are ufually granted in com* 
merce {after the expiration «f bills 
of exchange) that all payments of 
bills of exchange, that are to be 
made in commerce, either in the 
provinces or at Madrid, on or front 
the zotb day of September, mall re- 
main fufpended until the 15th day 
of October next following; ob- 
ferving that thefe days of grace are 
the effeel of a tacit convention, and 
cuftomary in commerce, and that 
thus they may be prolonged or 
abridged without any prejudice ; not 
to mention that all parties receive 
hereby timely notice, and, confe- 
quently may regulate, among them- 
felves, the terms of expiration which 
(hall feem moll convenient unto 
them. 

Art. XIII. All perfons convicl- 
ed of forging, or falfifying any of 
the faid bills, their accomplices, and 
thqfe that (hall be aiding and affix- 
ing in pafling and diflribudng the 
fame, fhall be fubjedt, to the fame 
punifhments,, as are all falfe coiners. 



) 

And in order that they may be the 
more eaiily difcovered, befides the 
precautions which have already been 
mentioned, in renewing thefe bills ' 
every year, with a new feal or new 
cypher,, and independently of others; 
that are ftill referved, and which will 
reader their falfification extremely 
difficulty it is hereby again* eameftly 
recommended to all thofe, who fhall 
receive any of the faid bills in pay- 
ment, to take particular notice of 
the Signatures on each bill, of its- 
feal, and its whole form ; but more 
eipecially to demand and take know- 
ledge of the bearer and laft indorfer 
of the faid bill, in the fame manner 
as it is done with regard to bill* 
of exchange,, and as is already or- 
dained in* Article XI. And it is. 
Hereby enacted, that the laft pro- 
prietor of an unlawful bill, mail 
have no other recourfe to realize its 
value than upon the laft indorfer^ 
from whom he (hall have received 
the faid bill- 

Art. XIV. All* Iaw-fuus that 
may happen, and be commenced oa, 
the fubjeel of this negotiation, and 
the incidents refulting therefrom, 
mail be decided and judged by the 
fame judges who decide and judge 
all other cattfes concerning payments, 
obligations, contracts for money, or 
any other trefpafs relative thereto^ 
But in cafes of forgery,, the caufe 
fhall be brought before the judges 
and tribunals that take cognizance of 
the crime of counterfeiting the cur- * 
rent coin of thefe realms,, under the 
charge only of returning the bills, : 
aft«r the caufes fhall: be decided,, te> 
the deputies of my finances,, with a 
certificate of the refult, and the fen-* 
tence rendered upon the fame j. 
which fhall by them be remitted to 
the Intendant-general of my Royal 
Finances, that he may adjuft the' 
matter with my Chief Treafurer. 
And in cafe of any trivial trefpafs, 
caufe or contract, they fhall be ad-* 
jufled and judged, by the ordinary 
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•jtidgeB of the finances, by the refpec- 
tive councils, or by fuch other tri- 
bunals as fhall be competent in re- 
gard to the parties concerned, or the 
.quality of the caufe itfelf, always 
without prejudice of appeal to a fu- 
perior tribunal, according to cuftora 
;in law. 

Art. XV. ftp die proper ad- 
miniftration of this negociation, there 
,ftall be an accurate regifter kept in 
■the General ^Treafury, of all tke 
above-mentioned -bills^ according to 
rthe order of their numbers, fo that 
Jthe propriety and authenticity of tke 
fame may at aH times be verified* 

We therefore command u,nto aH 
and each of ye, in your refpective 
jflaces, diftrifts and jurisdictions, that 
y6u conform to this- my royal .refec- 
tion here-above exprefled, as well as 
to the rules and difpofitions agree! 
upon with the faid commercial 
Koufes; that von obferve, fulfil, and 
execute the fame, in the whole and 
-every where, according to the man- 
ner in which they are therein con- 
tained and declared, without caufing 
any obftacle nor tergfverfation What- 
ever ; becaufe, for their ftill greater 
validity, 1 inter'pofe my royal autho- 
rfry aiad edict, in due form; and it 
is my will, that whenever it mail be 
•eceflary, ye give orders, and take, 
*ir caufe to be taken, fuch other mea r 
Yures as may be required for f. he 
punctual accomplifhment of the fame; 
9 for this is requifite for my royal fer- 
vice, for the good faith of what has 
been ftipnlated for the public caufe^ 
and for the utility of my fubiecis. 
And you Ihall give the fame belief 
and faith unto the printed copy of 
jthis myprefent edict^ figned by Don 
Antonicf Martinez Salazar, keeper of 
my archives, and firft Secretary of my 
Council, as is due unto the. original. 

<jiveri at St* lidephonfe, the 20tli 
day of September, 1780. 

(Signed) I, THE KING. 

(AndU<wer) 1, D. Juan Bran* 
jtsco de Lastihi, Stcretary to ' 



the King, our Lord, have cau fed the, 
above to be written, by his order. 

D. Manuel Ventura Figueroa. 

D. Manuel D02. 

D. Luis Urries y Cruzat. 

D. Juan Acedo-Rico. 

D. Blafs Hinojofa. 

{RegifteredJ IX ' Nicol. Berdugo, 
Keeper of the High Chancery. 

"State of $e<w~Jerfey t 
An " A<B for fft-ablijbing a fund for 
finking and redeeming the proportion 
of the bills of credit $f the United 
States ctjjigned as tbt quota of this 
Stotr. 

AncTbe it further enacted, That 
each of the perfons in this act ap- 
pointed to fign and number the faid 
bills of credit, fo to be iiTued as 
aforefaid, fhall, previous to his en- 
gaging in the duties of his ap- 
pointment, Xake the following oath 
or affirmation before any of the juf- 
tices of thefupreme court, to wit : 

/* t will .well and tr^y % n the 
bills of credit directed to be jflued 
upon the faith .of this State by virtue . 
of an act, entitled, ** ^n >cl for 
*' eftabliihing a fund for finking and 
** redeeming the proportion of the 
" bills of credit of^e Uni;ed States, 
" affigned as the quota of this 
V £tate j" and 1 will not fign any 
greater or lefs number than ehe one- 
: twentieth part of* the nominal amount 
of the J?jlls of the continental cur- 
rency which lhall l^ave been lodged 
in the continental loan-office for this 
State, to be cancelled and deflroyed - f ; 
and will deliver fix-tenth parts in * 
value of the faid bills to the Trea- 
surer of the State for the time being, 
and will depofit and leave the re- 
maining four-tenths in the hands of 
the continental loan-officer for this 
State." 

And be it enabled by the authority 
aforefaid, That the faid perfons, ap- 
pointtd in this act to fign and num* 
ber the faid .bills of credit fo to be if- 
fued, fhall be allowed tke fum of one 
9J1 ? flulling 
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filling each for every hundred bills 
by them figned and numbered as 
aforefaid, to be paid by the Trea- 
surer of the State for the time bemg, 
on delivery of the proportion of the 
faid bills directed m {his aft to the 
faid Treafurer, and- on producing a 
certificate from the continental loa'n- 
ofRcer of this State, fpecifying the 
amount and number of the bills by 
them figned and numbered, and alfo 
the receipt of the faid Ipan-ofHcer for 
the proportion of the faid bills in this 
«ft directed to be with him depofned 
for the ule of the Congrefs of the 
United States. 

And be it enacted by the authority 
aforefaid, That in cafe the faicj Phi- 
lemon Dickinfon fhall neglect, de- 
cline, refufe, or be othervife incapa- 
citated to fcrvt in his appointment, 
the Honourable John Jmlay, Efq,, 
fliall be and he hereby Is appointed 
to fign and number the faid bills in 
hie room and flead ; and in cafe the 
faid D. Brearley mall negleft, decline 
or refufe, or be ptherwife incapaci- 
tated to {crvc in his appointment, 
Moore Furmao, Efcj. fltajl be and he 
1>treby is appointed to fign and num- 
ber the faid bills in his room and 
ftead ; and the faid perfbns thu* ap- 
pointed {ball be vetted with the fame, 
powers, perform the Jik$ duties, and 
fliall receive the fame reward^ as the 
figners, herein before appointed io 
this aft* ^ " 

And be it enacted by the authority 
afcrefaid, That it : fhall and may be 
Jawful for die Treafurer of the! State 
for the time being, and he is hereby 
required as foon as any of the' faid , 
fcills fo to be i|Tue4 fhaji be uumber- 
cd, figaed and com pleated, and to 
liim delivered, to give ip exchange 
to any perfpn who, fnall make an ap- 
plication to'him for that purpofe any. 
Turn in the faid. bills ibr continental 
currency, at the rate of one dollar of 
the faid bills for forty dollars of the, 
Continental currency : Provided al- 
ways, That the Treafurer. be not au- 



thorized to exchange any c-f the fad- 
new money for the .present continen- 
tal currency, after the Aim of twelve* 
million of dollars, afligned by Con-* 
grefs as the quota of the continental 
currency to be funk by this State, 
(hall come into his hands by taxes ot 
otherwife* 

And be it further *enafted by the 
authority afiprefaid, That from and 
after the publication of this aft, no 
certificates (hall be given by die coun- 
ty contractors appointed in or by 
virtue of the aft, intitled, " A fup- 
plemental aft to the aft, intitled, an 
aft for procuring prcvifions for the 
ufe of the army, and other fupplies 
for carrying on the war, and for fet- 
tling the public accounts of this 
State," to be paid in any other cur- 
reocv than the faid bills of credit ib 
to be iflued agreeably to the direc- 
tions of this aft. 

And be it further enafted, That 
each and every perfon who fhall coun- 
terfeit or alter any of .the faid bills of 
credit direfted to be iffufed upon the 
faith of the State by tills Aft, or 
.fhall utter or pafs the fame, knowing 
them., to, be- counterfeited or altered 
as aforefaid, is hereby declared to be 
guilty of felony, and being thereof 
Jegally cenvifted, flull fuffer death! 
without benefit of clergy. 

And be it enafted by the authority 
aforefaid, That the faid 'bills of cre- 
dit foto 'be iflued upon the faith of 
this State, fhall be, and the fame are £ 
hereby declared to be a legal tender 
in all payments of money equal with 
gold ana filver* and each dollar of 
the, faid bills of credit, exclufivepf 
the intereft thereon, fhall pafs at the ^ 
rate and be deemed equal in value 
to a Spanifh mifled. dollar, weigh- 
ing feyenteen {pennyweight and £x 
grains, !or fevfin/JnilJipes 1 and fix- 
pe^fceJawiFul money bf'tfiic State, or 
four Ihiilin^s anJA'fupcnce flerling; 
an height oi\the faid paper dollars <»■ 
bills of credit, exelufcve pf the inte- 
retl thereon, • lhall be faken and 

deemed 
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deemed equal in value to one Portu- 
gal half Johannes, weighing nine 
penny-weight, and in the fame pro^ 
portion for all other gofd and filver 
coin : and that $he intereft arifmg on 
the faid bills \>c valued in the fame 
proportion : and every perfon who 
tfiali refufe to take any of the faid 
bills of credit, when the .fame (hall 
be properly tendered, in payment of 
any debt or demand whatfoeyer, pro- 
vided the whole of fuch debt or de- 
mand be fo tendered, fhall be for 
ever barred from fuing for or reco T 
veriog the fame in any court in this 
State ; and if any fuit or fuits (hall 
be commenced for fuch debt or de- 
jnand after tender and refufai as 
afore laid, the defendant may plead 
payment, and give this act and 
the fpecial matter thereof in evi- 
dence. 

And, to the end that eviUminded, 
difaiFectcd or interefted perfons, may 
be prevented from depreciating or 
deftroying the credit and currency of 
the faid bills of credit in this* aft di- 
rected to be iflued upon the faith of 
this St te, Be it enacted by the au» 
thority alorefaid, That every peribn 
within this State' having goods or 
chatties, lands or tenements for fale, 
who (hall refufe to fell the fame for 
the bills of credit fo to be iflued as 
alorefaid, or who mall fell or offer 
for fale fuch goods or chatties, lands 
or tenements at a lower price for 
gold or filver, or who fhall aflc, de- 
mand or receive more in the faid bills 
of credit in exchange for any gold 
or filver coin, bullion, or any other 
fpecies of money whatfoever, than 
& the nominal fum or amount thereof 
in Spanifh milled dollars as the faid 
bills are herein before rated in this 
ad, and ihall be thereof legally con- 
victed, (hall, at the difcretion of the 
Court before which fuch "conviction 
ihall be had, forfeit any fum not 
exceeding two hundred pounds for 
each offence, or fuffer imprifonment 
for any term not exceeding three 



And whereasit is neceflary, }n or- 
der to comply with the faid recited^ 
refolutions of the eighteenth of March 
laft, that the whole of the bills or 
the currency of the United States 
now in circulation mould be called 
in by tax, that the fame may be de- 
ftroyed ; Be it therefore enacted by 
the authority aforefaid, That the 
fum of three million feven hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds Ihall be 
atfefled, levied and raifed on the fe- 
veral perfons, articles and things 
made rateable by the act, intitled, 
** An Act to raife the fum of three, 
million three hundred and feventy- 
five thoufand pounds in the State of 
^ew Jerfey," and in the manner 
and form therein directed, and paicj 
into the treafury of this State in two 
equal payments at the periods follow- 
ing, that is to fay, the fum of one 
million eight hundred and feventy- 
five thoufand pounds, the firft pay- 
ment thereof, to be levied, raifed 
and paid into the treafury on or be- 
fore the firft day of November next ; 
and the fum of one million eight 
hundred and feventy-five thoufand 
pounds, the fecond payment thereof,, 
on or before the firft day of March,' 
which will be in the year of our 
Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighty-one; which faid aiTeflf- 
ments mall be received from the fe- 
veral inhabitants of this State in the 
bills of credit heretofore emitted by; 
the United States in Congrefi aiTenv. 
bled, or in the bills of credit in this 
act directed to be iflued upon the 
faith of this State, at the rate of one; 
dollar of the laft mentioned bills in^ 
lieu of forty of the continental cur- 
rency. 

And be it enacted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That in afleffine eacK 
of the faid payments of t^e faid fum, 
all lands* horfes, cattle and hogs, 
and all and every of the certainties in 
the faid act made rateable, ihall be * 
valued and rated as in the faid act is 
directed; andthat the faid fum of 
three million feven hundred and fifty 
thoufehu 
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Aoufand pounds fliaTl be afTefled, le- 
vied and raifed by the feveral coun- 
ties in this ftate in the proportion 
following, videlicet, 

By the county of Bergen, exclu- 
de of the townfhip of Bergen, the 
fum of ninety-fix thoufand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-one pounds feventeen 
(hillings and fix-pence for each pay- 
ment. 

By the county of Eflex, the fum 
of one hundred ami thirty-fix 'thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty-eight 
pounds two fhillings and fix-pence 
for each payment. 

For the county of Middlefex, the 
fum of one hundred and forty-two 
thoufand four hundred and nineteen 
pounds feven (hillings and fix-pence 
for each payment. 

By the county of Monmouth, the 
fum of one hundred and eighty thou- 
fand nine hundred and thirty-fix 
pounds feventeen fhillings and fix- 
pence for each payment. 

By the county of Somerfet, jhe 
fnm of one hundred and fixty-one 
thoufand fix hundred and twenty- 
£ve pounds for each payment. 

By the county of Burlington, the 
fum of onehandred and ninety thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty three 
pounds live fhillings for each pay- 
went. 

By the county of Gloucester, tfte 
foti of one hundred and fiftyrtwo 
thoufand four hundred pounds for 
each payment. 

By the county of Salem, the fern 
of one hundred and twenty - five 
thoufand nine hundred and two 
pounds ten (hillings for each pay- 
imtit. 

By the connty of Cape-May, the 
fwn of thirty-Bin* thousand pounds 
feventeen (hillings and fix-pence for 
each payment. 

By the county of Hunterdon, the 
fum of two hundred and fifty-three 
thoufand nine hundred and thirty-fix 
pounds feventeen millings and fix- 
pence fbr tach payment. 



By the couuty of Morris, the fum 
of one hundred and fift)>fbur thou- 
fand nine hundred and fifteen pounds 
five fhillings for each payment. 

By the county of Cumberland, the 
fum of ninety thoufand three hun- 
dred and ninety pounds for each, 
payment. 

By the county of SufTex, the fum 
of one hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds for each payment. 

And be it enafted 'by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That the afleflbrs of 
the feveral townmips, precin&s or 
wards in this State, fhalL in con-* 
junction with the freeholaers chofe* 
agreeably to the direftions of the faid 
recited aft, aflefs the faid fum of one 
million eight hundred and feventy- 
five thoufand pounds, the firft pay- 
ment of the fum direfted to be raifed 
in this aft, on the duplicate of the ' 
fecond afle/ftnent made in virtue of 
the faid recited aft, and upon the 
principles therein held ' forth ; and 
the afleflbrs of the feveral townfhips, 
precinfts or wards in each county 
(hall refpeftively take a true account, 
and make out an exaft lift of the 
perfons and things made rateable in 
the faid recited aft, in the manner 
therein prefcribed, for the fecond 
payment of the fum direfted to be 
railed in this aft, between the firft 
and twenty-fifth days of December 
next; and the (aid afleflbrs (hall 
meet together for fettling and ad- 
justing the quotas of the feveral 
town/hips, precinfts or wards in each 
county, at the places in the faid aft 
direfted, for the (econd payment of 
the fum direfted to be raifi»d in this 
aft, on the firft Tuefday in January *** 
next ; and, after having fettled the 
faid quotas, (hall, in conjunftion 
with the faid freeholders, rate and 
aflefs each perfon, article and thing ' 
made rateable as aforefaid, according 
ta the dineftions in the faid recited 
aft prefcribed ; and the faid afleflbrs ' 
mail deliver to the collectors of their 
townmips, precincts or wards re- 
fpeftively^ 
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(peftlvelyv true and exaft duplicates 
or the firit afleflment on or before the 
firft day of September next ; and of 
tne fecpnd afteflrnent on or before 
the twelfth day of. January next; 
exaft copies of which" theymall alio 
deliver to the collectors 01 their re- 
fpeftivc counties, who are hereby 
required to tranfmit the fame to the 
legiflature,. on the fint day of their* 
next fubfequent fitting thereafter * % 
which duplicate (hall be made in the 
form in the faid recited aft pre- 
fcribed. 

And be it enacted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid* That the feveral af- 
iefTors and freeholders fhall^ previous 
to their engaging in the duties of 
their offices, take before any juilice 
of the peace of the county to which 
they belong, the fame qualification 
as is directed to be taken by them 
refpeftively In the faid recited ad, 
fubitituting only the title of this aft 
in lieu of the tide of the faid recited 
aft. 

And be it enacted by the autho* 
rity aforefaid, That the collector of 
each townfhip, precinct or ward in 
this State, ihall, within twenty days. 
after the receipt of the duplicate and 
aflefTment aforefaid from the afieiTor 
of the fame, make demand of the 
tax laid upon each perfon within 
ftich townfhip, precinct or ward, in 
perfon* or by notice left at his place 
of abode, and fhall deliver .a lift, 
containing the name and firname of 
every perfon who Ihall neglect or re- 
flife to pay liis tax within fifteen days 
after the expiration of the time above 
Hmtted,, with the fum due from each, 
to fome juftice of the peace of the 
county, who fhall thereupon proceed 
a« in the feventeenth fection of the 
faid recited act is djrefted ; and the 
faid collector fhalf deliver the du- ' 
plicate of the firit afleflment on or 
before the twentieth day of October 
aext; and the duplicate of the fe- 
coaid afleflmeot on or before the 



twentieth.day of February n&f, &* 
gether with the fums collected there-; 
en, and fuch forfeitures as he may 
receive, for the ufe of the State, to- 
the collector of the county to which 
he beiges,* who is hereby required 
to pay\f the treafurer of this State* 
the fums by him received on the firit 
afleHment made in virtue of this act, 
on or before the flrft day of Novem- 
ber next ;r and the funis received on* 
the fecond aiTeflment-, on or before 
the firft day of IVIarch next,* taking 
lus receipts for the fame- 

And be it enafted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That each and every 
j uilice of the peace, county collector, 
afTeifor, precinct, townfhip or ward 
collector, freeholder and conftabley 
and each and every other perfon on 
whom any duty is enjoined in the : , 
faid recited act to which- this act is 
referred,, is hereby required to per- 
form the like duties accruing or 
arifing under this act, and mail be? 
veiled with tke fame powers, receive 
the fame fees and rewards, be fubject 
to the fame penalties, fines and for-, 
feitures, for neglect or refufal of 
duty, to- be recovered in the fame' 
manner, fhall be entitled to the like 
exemptions, and all vacancies ch>. 
curing by death, removal, nefufal 
or neglect of duty, or otherwife,' 
fhall be fupplied in the fame man-' 
ner, and each and every delinquent' 
mail be fubject to the fame punifli-' 
ment, fine or forfeiture, and the fame 
mode fhall be purfued for the rece- * 
very of fuch fine or forfeiture, as alfo . 
for the recovery of the tax or;afleuV 
ment laid upoavany lands, tenements, • 
goods or chatties, within the State," 
as is mentioned, prefcrifced and di- 
rected, in the faid before recited aftr 
Provided always, That. the feventl 
afieilbrs fhall be allowed oply half 
fees on the firft aiTeflmerit directed to 
be'made by this act. 

And be it further enacted, That 
the comanifioners of appeal- ihall 

a'achr 
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fcacb of thetn be'eatitled to receive 
the fum of fix* pounds by the day, 
- for the fervices enjoined on them in 
this and the faid recited act, in lieu 
of the wages allowed them by the 
fourth fection of the ad, entitled, 
" An act to afcertairi fhelluty of 
commiffioners of appeal," paired the 
fifth day of June, one thoufand feven 
hundred and feventy*feven J which 
fees fo to be paid to the faid com- 
tniflioners, as alfo the feet and re* 
wards, fines and forfeitures, herein 
before required and enjoined, fhall 
be paid in continental currency, or 
in the bills of credit to be iffaed on 
the faith of this Stafe, at the rate 
herein before mentioned ; And that 
the faid commiffioners of appeal 
jhall give notice to the faid afleffor, 
or to one or more of the faid free- 
holder's* of the time and place ap- 
pointed for the hearing arid deter- 
mining of appeals in the townfhip 
for which they were appointed, which 
notice the faid aJTeffbrs or freeholders 
are hereby required to obey, and 
attend accordingly; 

And be it enacted by the autho- 
rity aforefaidj That in every cafe 
where it (hall fo happen that the tax 
fcy this aft laid, cannot, by reafon 
of the Vicinity of the enemy, or other 
Unavoidable caufe, be aflefled and 
fcolle&ed within the time herein be* 
fore limited and prefcribed, the fame 
Jhall be aiTeffed and collected as foon 
thereafter as the afleflinent and col- 
lection can be made. 

And be it further enacted, That 
if it fhWl appear on the next fettle* 
inent or the quotas for the fereral 
counties, by a more clear and com- 
pleat account of the feveral perfons, 
articles and things made rateable 



From tht Ptnnjy!*vanla Gaktiti &f 
Augufi % 1780. 

An AdnaEss from the SvpafcMd 
Executive Council, to tbi 
Inhabitants cf Pennsvl 1 

▼ANIA. 

Friends and Countrymen, 
When firft we refoived to refill the 4 
tyrannical ericroachmencs of Britain, 
and rather to meet herin the field as 
an enemy, than to fubmit to her il- 
legal domination, mankind beheld 
oar determination with wonder and 
allonifhment ; arid however they ac- 
knowledged the jullice of otir caufe, 
and creatnefs of our fpirit, trembled* 
for the event.- Britain in the zenith 
of glory, miftrefs of the ocean, great* 
in arms, and connected by friendlhip' 
or alliance with every nation in Eu- ; 
rope. America without a friend to 
confult, or ally to give aid, on- 
practifed in arms, and without fundi 
or refources. The coriteft appeared 
{0 unequal, that the lofig enjoyment 
of liberty, and the confiacration that 
death had charms when compared td 
flavery, would alone juftify our pro-; 
ceedings. But commending ourfelves 
to the Ruler of the Univerfe, and 
Confiding in the goodnefs of onr 
caufe, we clofed with the appeal to 
arms, and braving danger and diffi-. 
culty in the fervice of freed6mj 
boldly delpifed the disparity of 
ftrength, determining to maintain 
our caufe, or fall in the conflict. 
The love of liberty* and equal go- 
vernment, inrpired our resolutions^ 
and to fall in fo glorious a contefl 
was worthy of freemen ; but it refted 
with Him who directs the councils 
of mankind; folly to reward the ge^ 
nerous effort. Our ambition would 
have been gratified with a redrefs of 



therein, that the quota of any conn ty^yjrievances, and the repeal of a few 



as laid in this act is greater than its 
juft proportion, the iurplus fhall be 
credited to fuch county in the fet- 
tltment of its next quota. 
PalTed at Trenton, June 9, 1780. 



obnoxious Acts of Parliament, but 
he determined to raifo us to glory 
and to empire, and from the humble . 
dependents on a dillant ifland in the 
Atlantic, to give us tank among. the 
aations,— * 
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lhations. — Under his conduct and 
direction, we have baffled the^mofl 
flrenuous eiYorts of the beft difci- 
plined, well appointed* and formi- 
dable armies, and humbled beyond 
the conceptions of mankind, and 
our own mofl fanguine expectations, 
the haughtiest and proudefl nation 
in Europe. There now, therefore, 
remains but one vigorous exertion, 
to put an eternal period to her info- 
Ience, her power, and her cruelty. 

The time is" come when an hon- 
ourable peace mult be the mofl ardent 
,wifli to every friend. to happinefs and 
mankind, and the war has been fo 
conducted on the part of the enemy, 
as mult fatisfy the mofl obflinate of 
her adherents, that he who inclines 
to refide in America, muft maintain 
her Independence. But to obtain 
thefe much wifhed-for objects, the 
States muil firfl be cleared of the 
enemy. We have often been amufed 
with the profpedls of approaching 
peace. The commotions in Ireland, 
committees in England, and fa- 
vourable fentiments of European 
powers, have been held up as omens 
prognoflicating this happy event. 
But it ought to be engraven on the 
heart of every American, that the 
pride, the obflinacy, and the venge- 
fn\ difpofition of the power we con- 
tend with, will never grant us a 
peace worth accepting, whilfl fhe 
can maintain a fingle pofl in our 
country, or the fhadow of an army 
amongfl us : the luft of power, the 
hopes of divifion, the falfe informa- 
tion of the difaffected, and the rapa- 
city of her armies, will induce her to 
reinforce, and tempt a continuation 
of the war. To oblige her to peace, 
we mull fweep her armies off the 
continent, and even Britilh folly can- 
not hope to replace them. 

To men who; in the cool mo- 
ments of temperate deliberation, 
pledged their lives, their fortunes, 
and their facred honours, and who, 
appealing te Heaven for the juflice 



of their catife, the rectitude of their. » 
intentions, and the firtnnefs of their 
refolutions, drew the fword in de- 
fence of their liberties, every attempt 
to animate to action may be deemed 
unneceflary.' But as no other period 
of the contefl has furnifhed fuch co- 
gent reafons for vigour and activity, 
nor could any combination of cir- 
cumftances exhibit a more glorious 
profpect, we have been induced to 
addrefs you on this interefling oc- 
casion. 

Our enemies having long fince 
relinquifhed the idea of conquefl by 
arms, have converted a war of manly 
offence into one of mean diilrefs and 
pitiful depredation, hoping to weary 
us out; and by that wicked induftry, 
for which fraud and art are oftef* 
confpicuous, fow diflentiens, and - 
thereby encourage that momentary 
fupinenefs, to which they owe the 
few fucceffes they have to boafl. It 
is their lafl refource ; and perhaps 
the only inflance in which their pride 
and ignorance have yielded to mo- 
tives of difcretion. 

But it is alfo univerfally acknow- 
ledged, that we are able by on? 
common effort to crufh the remaining 
force of the foe, terminate the war, 
and remain poftefled of that peace, 
liberty, and fafety, for which we 
have hitherto encountered fuch diffi- 
culties, and fo freely bled. Were 
this not the cafe, our great aiyl ge- 
nerous Ally, infpired with the pureffc 
zeal for the common interefls, af- 
fection* to our caufe, and refpefl for 
our virtue, has fent to our aid fuch 
a reinforcement as puts it entirely in 
our power. And Providence, by 
granting the enemy a late partial 
fuccefs, has fo divided her force, 
that it is impoflible for the one to 
give aid to the other. If we mean 
not then to be wanting to ourfelves, 
regardlefs of "our allies, and to re- 
nounce the favourable interpofition 
of Heaven ; if we mean not to 
furnifh our unfeeling and haughty 

R r enemy 
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enemy with a barbarows triumph, 
let us,, by one heroic exertion, con- 
vince thofe cruel fpoilers, that we 
are able and determined to expel 
them our country. 

There is not an evil, of which we 
complain, but is comprehended in 
the continuation of the war, and the 

. longer it remains, the more they 
will accumulate. Put a fuccefsful 
period to the one, and* the other 
terminates of courfe. The credit of 

. our money will inftantly revive, 
taxes become moderate, commerce 
return to its proper channel, and 
avarice be forced to content itfelf 
with moderate gain ; fpeculation and 
monopoly will ceafe for ever, and 
foreigners of all ranks Mock to our 
country, to e^njoy the liberty for 
which we have fo gallantly fought* 
Shall we for ever complain of the 
diitrefs of the times, and yet have it 
in our power to end them whenever 
we pleafe?. Shall we be thoroughly 
fenfible of the defigns of the enemy, 
and never take meafures effectually 
to counteract and defeat them ? If 
we wifh peace, profperity, and hap- 
pinefs to return, nothing is wanting 
but to drive the foe from our coun- 
trv. The fecret machinations of 
diiaffeftion and trcafon will only 

.ceafe with their expuliion. It refls 
therefore with ourfelves, whether we 
fhall be the victors or the vanquifhed; 
whether we fhall eftablifh a great, 
extenfive, and free empire ; or whe- 
ther we fhall finally furrender at dis- 
cretion to the treachery of Toryifm, 
and the rapacity of Tyranny. 

In conjunction with our filler States, 
we are called upon to join our ac- 
complifhed General, and his virtuous 
and brave army, to co-operate with 
the forces of His Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jefty, in the reduction of New- York. 
Can any thing equal the advantage 
and renown attending this glorious 
achievement ? Who that has one 
fpark of fpirit of patriotifm within 
him, could bear to have it recorded 



in hiflory, and tranfmitted topofle- 
rity, that Pennfylvania, whofe exer- 
tions have equally declared her fpirit 
and ability, after, fve years exhi- 
biting the moil unfhaken firmnefs 
and unconquered refolution. ; after 
refcuing the continent from apparent 
ruin, in the crifis of her fate ; and after 
fo eminently maintaining the weight 
of tfce war, and Supporting, by the 
credit and liberality of her citizens, 
the armies of the Union, fhrunk back 
from the contefl in the laft moment 
of action, and tarnifhed the glory of 
years by the folly of an hour ? 

Befides the honour and advantage 
which will refult to this in common 
with other States, from a happy 
termination of the war, Pennfylvania 
has peculiar reafon to exert herfelf 
with uncommon energy and effect* 
The immediate acceffion of wealth 
and inhabitants, which fhe will ac- 
quire by the event, makes it highly 
her interefl to pufh on the operations 
of the campaign with extraordinary 
vigour* And our affairs are fo cir- 
cumftanced, that every man in the 
State may be ufefully employed, and 
enjoy the exquifite pleafure of re- 
lating to his offspring, m the peace- 
ful hour of domeftic fecurity, the 
ihare he had in the contefl* and how- 
much hifr exertions contributed to 
the falvation of his country* The 
benevolent hand of all bountiful 
Heaven, in a plentiful harvefl, has 
furnifhed the means of Applying* our 
armies for the campaign, and on 
that fupply depends the fuccefs* of 
their operations ; every man, there- 
fore, whether at home or in the field, 
has it equally in his power to affift ia 
clofing the war, and Hopping the 
further effufion of blood. 

We entreat you to reprefs the fpi- 
rit of difcontent, and uncharitablenefs^ 
towards our rulers, or each other, 
ever remembering that our great 
flrength lays in union, and that a 
Hate of war is always attended with 
many unavoidable calamities aftd 
ditfreflei. 
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,<lftre fles.. You will alfo remember 
how difficult it is for thofe entrufled 
with the conduct of affairs, to regu- 
late to advantage our internal police, 
or to call to account the public de- 
faulters, while their whole time is 
employed in furnifhing the means of 
refilling the attacks, or flopping the 
progrefs of the common enemy. In 
vain fhall we bewail the diflrefTes of 
the time?, and the laying wafte our 
country; unjuftly fhall we arraign 
the conduct of our rulers, if we do 
not ftep forward with the moll deter- 
mined activity to fupport the prefent 
exertions of authority, crufh the 
murmurs of obftinacy and difcontent, 
and oblige every man, and even dis- 
affection itfelf, to contribute to the 
immediate relief of America. Placed 
at the head of government, and en- 
truiled with the power of enforcing 
every falutary meafure, we wifh to 
be indebted to your feelings, as pa- 
triots, rather than to any poffible 
exertion of authority. We call upon 
you, therefore, by every conudera- 
tion which can animate men, enliven 
hope, or invigorate refolution, not 
to fuffer the curfe of another cam- 
paign to reft on America, fo far as 
depends on you. The forces of our 
ally have croffed the ocean, and al- 
ready taken the field in our favour, 
determining to fhare with us the 
danger and glory of terminating the 
war. The eyes of all Europe are 
upon us. The devaftation of our 
frontiers, the cries of women and 
children, flying in diflrcfs before 
inhuman favages, %nd unoffending 
infants, butchered in the prefence of 
their captured, parents, point to the 
field. The ghofts of our fellow citi- 
zens, fuffocated in prifon-fhips, and 
tfarved in the goal of -New-York, 
demand vengeance on the enemy, 
and Providence feems to declare its 
purpofe, that where the crimes were 
committed, there the criminals 
fhould fuffer, and appointed us to 
fhc honourable fervice,— .Roufe, 



then, friends and fellow-citizens, at 
the call of your country! Set on 
more example worthy of Pennfvlva- 
ria to your filler States. View that 
liberty, that darling liberty, for 
which you fo chearfully flew to arms. 
Behold that peace, fafety, and in- 
dependence you fo long fighed for. 
All are within your grafp, and will 
be the reward of your vigorous ex- 
ertions. Furnifh in time the fup- 
plies to the army, follow with ala- 
crity your commanding officer to the 
field, partake with him and your 
brethren in the neighbouring States, 
in c *ne glory of finilhing the conteil:, 
anfi r haflen the happy hour wtfeu 
agriculture fhall flourifh, commerce 
revive, peace be in your borders, and 
plenty in all your dwellings. 

Joseph Reed, Prefident. # 
Counc'l Chamber, Aug, 7, 1 780. 



From the Pennfyl*vama Packet, 
\To the Inhabitants of AmericuJ\ 
My Countrymen, 

The inefficacy of all meafures hi- 
therto taken with our finances is fo 
evident, that to dwell on them would 
be a tedious abfurdity. «To the ma- 
ny intrinfic defects peculiar to each, 
we muft add a general defe£t which 
pervades the whole. The plans 
adopted for aiding' our paper, have 
been themfelves but mere paper; 
having no fubflantial connection with 
the univerfal money of commercial 
nations. Of confequence, rhey fub- 
fill and act independently of that 
univerfal medium ; fo that as the 
paper-money ultimately refls upon a 
paper tax, it cannot, by that means, 
be brought at all nearer to fpecie 
than it was before. Hence, a tax in 
fpecie becomes necefTary, to regulate 
the prefent value of our paper. 

In confidering of ways and mesne, 
I fhall firft ftate the taxes and their 
produce ; fecondly, the appropria- 
tion ; and thirdly, the mode of col- 
lection. 

R r 2 And 
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And firft, I propofe a tax of two 
dollars per hundred, in fpecie, for 
every hundred acres of appropriated 
lands within the United States ; to 
continue until ten years after the con- 
clufion of the war ; with a provifo, 
that any perfon who fhould bring in 
the value'pf twenty dollars, either in 
bills or certificates, according to the 
cftimate mentioned in a former pa- 
per, mould be freed from this tax 
for one hundred acres, and be en- 
titled to receive annually, after the 
war, pne dollar in fpecie for ten 
years, and fo in like manner for any 
greater number of acres; the jtrper 
Or certificates fo brought in to bede- 
flroyed in his prefence. 

Secondly, I propofe a tax of two 
dollars, in fpecie, on every man able 
to bear arms, and not actually in the 
Continental army, as a military offi- 
cer or as a foldier. This tax alfo, to 
continue until ten years after . the 
war, with a provifo neverthelefs, 
that it may be paid during the war, 
either in fpecie or paper, at the rate 
of forty for one, but in fpecie alone 
after the peace. 

Thirdly, I propofe, that quotas 
be laid for raifing the annual fum of 
forty millions, payable in paper on- 
ry, and to continue until five years 
after' the conclusion of the war. I 
propofe quotas, if that mode fhould 
be deemed preferable to any other, 
as it probably may be by fome per- 
fons however unreasonable. But if 
it fhould be found inexpedient, as 
on experience it undoubtedly will, 
then, in lieu of it, this fum fhould 
1 be raifed by an addition to the other 
taxable articles, or fuch of them as 
ihali Le mod proper. 
' , Fourthly, I propofe, that a per- 
petual tax of five- per cent; be laid 
on all exports, and one dollar per 
■ ton annually on all vefTels above 
twenty tons ; and that it be an addi- 
tional article of confederation, that 
every State lay what regulations and 
reftri&ions they may think proper on 



trade, but that the fifcal produce 
thereof be paid to the United States. 
Laftly, 1 propofe, that the follow- 
ing rates be laid, payable in fpecie 
or in paper at forty for one, to wit, 
one dollar per head on all horfes 
above a year old, and half a dollar 
per head on all cattle above a year 
old, and one dollar each for every 
glazed or fafh window, in a houfe 
having more than ten windows. 
Thefe rates to continue only fo long 
as the public exigencies mail require, 
Having Mated thefe taxes, our 
next object is to enquire into their 
probable produce. This can only 
be determined, at rrefent, by a rude 
eftimate, which aeferves more the 
name of a guefs than a calculation ; 
it mult therefore be made within 
bounds, efpecially as the coft of col- 
lection is fuppofed to be deducted. 
And firft as to the land-tax. 

From PafTamacadi Bay, in the lati- 
tude of forty-five degrees north, to 
the mouth of St. Mary's River, in 
the latitude of thirty-two degrees 
north, and fixteen degrees weft-lon- 
gitude from PafTamacadi, is in a di- 
rect line, along the furface of th« 
globe, about thirteen hundred miles. 
This line, however, is too much ex- 
tended for an ceconomical calcula- 
tion ; we will therefore reftrain it to 
the length of one thoufand miles. 
from Cafco Bay to the mouth of Sa- 
vannah River, and we will take an 
average breadth of cne hundred and 
fifty miles, which is Jar from being 
the extent of appropriation in many 
States, though it exceeds that of 
fome others,— This length and 
breadth will contain one hundred 
and fifty thoufand fquare miles,, or 
ninety-fix million acres. But we muft 
make a deduction firft for bays, ri« 
vers, lakes, and other lands covered 
with water ; iecondly, for moun- 
tains, waftes, defarts, marfhes, and 
other lands not yet appropriated; 
thirdly, for highways, cities, Jmd 
public teritoriesf fourthly, for lands 
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fcn poffeffion of the enemy , or other- 
wife not within the power of the 
States; and'lailly, for the expencos 
of collection. This deduction will 
be nearly, if not entirely, equal to 
one half of the fuperikial content. 
Wherefore we will take off forty-fix 
millions of acres, and calculate only on 
the remaining fifty millions ; which, 
at two dollars per hundred, will give 
a revenue of one million. 

The number of inhabitants within 
thefe States hath uluaily been efti- 
mated at three millions, and perhaps 
they may amount to it ; the pro- 
portion of men able to bear arms 
is as one to five, To that the number 
of fuch men, in America, ought to 
be about fix hundred thoufand. 
But from this number we mull, for 
very obvious reafons, make a con- 
fiderable deduction ; wherefore the 
pumber of taxable polls may be 
flated at half a million, fo that the 
tax of two dollars each, willamount 
to one million. 

As to the quotas, if the tax of 
forty millions in paper be laid that 
way, then it will be the bufmefs of 
the States to apportion it ; but if it 
be not fo laid, then it will be diilri- 
buted on articles which experience 
fhall have demonflrated to be fuffi- 
ciently productive, wherefore this 
tax may alfo be confidered as 
amounting to one million. 

The amount of our exports cannot 
be precifely afcertained, but there 



with melancholy truth, we may now 
reduce them to one tenth of what 
they wer?, or three millions. But on 
the other hand, the enhanced prices 
will perhaps raife the value of this 
about one third, fo that we may (late 
it at four millions, .which, at five 
per cent, gives two hundred thou- 
fand ;,in which fnm the tonnage is 
fuppofed to be included. 

If there is difficulty and uncer- 
tainty in numbering the acres, and 
the men of America, the Cattle and 
horfes will be eftimated with flill 
greater difficulty and uncertainty. 
Without any calculations therefore, 
I fhall fuppofe' the horfes above a 
year old, to amount to one million, 
and the horned cattle of the fame 
age, to two millions. Thefe num- 
bers are, I have reafon to believe, 
within bounds, and, if fo, then 
the tax on each will amount to a 
million, being equal to the land and 
poll tax. 

How many houfes there may be 
having above ten windows, and how 
many windows there may be in fuch 
houfes, no man can accurately de- 
termine, but the wealth of the Ame- 
ricans, compared with that of other 
nations, gives room to fuppofe, that 
here are a mucjh greater proportion . 
of houfes liable to the tax now under 
confideration in this, than in* any 
other country, and of ,thofe houfes 
which are fubject to it, there are 
probably a greater number with 



are good reafons for placing them as t above thirty windows, than under 



hi#h as feven millions (lerling before 
the war, which we will, for greater 
Certainty, reduce to thirty millions 
of dollars. The many natural and 
artificial reafons which have con- 
fpired to leflen the amount of our 
exports, operates fo forcibly, that, 

The account of the whole will Hand thus 
I. Land, 50,000,000 acres, at 2 percent. 
3. Men, ' 500,000 at % per poll, 

3, Quotas, 40,000,000 dollars, at 40 for ooe, 
* 4. Export, 4,000,000 at 5 per cent. 

' 5. Horfes, 4,000,000 at 1 each, 



twenty. The average therefore 
might be flated at twenty-five, but 
we will take it at twenty, and ftate 
the houfes at one hundred thoufand, 
wherefore this tax would produce 
two millions. 



1 ,ooo,oao 
1, 000,000 
1 ,000,000 
200,000 
1,000,000 

6. Cattle, 
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6. Cattle, *,ooo,ooo 

7. Windows, 2,000,000 



Of thefc taxes the three firft fhould 
be appropriated as a finking fund, to 
the full and final difcharge of the 
public debts, and cancelling of the 
paper. And on this head it is to be 
obferved, that as the fum payable 
for this purpofe during the war 
would be at the moft not above feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand, fo there 
would be a further appropriation of 
the refidue, being two millions two 
hundred and fifty thoufand, which 
ihould be to the expences of the war. 
Two hundred and fifcy thoufand of 
this furplus would be in fpecie, 
which ihould be fet apart for fecret 
fervice, and the fupport of our coun- 
trymen in captivity. It is alfo very 
probable that a further fum of fpecie 
would refult from thefe taxes, and 
if fo, then it would be proper that 
our army and navylhould be paid in 
that kind of money ; though no pro- 
mife mould be made, becaufe it is 
unwife and unjuft to make promifes, 
which the courfe of accidents may 
prevent us from performing. But 
further it is to be obferved, that as 
the fum arifing from the" land and 
poll tax might exceed two millions, 
. and as the funded debt would pro- 
bably fall -Ihort of fifteen millions, 
fo there would remain a balance 
above what is neceiTary to fink that 
debt ; this balance therefore would 
admit of a further approbation, as 
the pledge for payment of fuch fur- 
ther domeflic loans, as the exigencies 
of the war might require. And 
laftly, as forty millions of paper 
annually, would be fufHcient to fink 
two hundred millions in five years, 
and as thefc two hundred millions 
would be leflened by the part brought 
in and funded, as alfo by the watte 
and lofs attendant on our frail and 
peri filing medium ; fo there would 
remain a confidcrable furpliu, which 



at 

at 



1-2 each, 
1 each, 



1,000,00© 
2,000,000 ' 



7,2CO,000 

might be appropriated to 'finking 
fuch monies as might be iiTued to 
make up deficiencies in the circu- 
lating medium, if it fhould be found 
deficient. 

The fourth of thefe taxes, on 
exports and fnips, ought, in reafon 
and propriety, to be appropriated to 
the fupport of our navy, under which 
head muit be comprehended packet- 
boats ani the like. As it muft be 
the wifh of every good American, 
that our navy fhould flourifh, en- 
creafe and endure, fo we fhould take 
care that the fund to fupport it be 
certain, growing and perpetual. 
Here then let me indulge a fhort 
digrefJion, while an imagination, 
fond and fervid for the general wel- 
fare, anticipates the rifing glories of 
our country. That moment, when 
the rapid growth of her agriculture, 
commerce and fifheries, mail mul- 
tiply her exports; in proportion to 
the energetic principles of freedom, 
which give them liability, vigour 
and animation, thence fhall arife a 
naval force, which, governed with 
ceconomy, and directed by prudence, 
fhall protect our native fhores, and 
wave, in dignity, our peaceful and 
commercial flag over the remoteft 
verges of the ocean. 

The fifth, fixth, and feventh of 
thefe taxes fhould be appropriated 
to the fupport of the war, and fhouM 
continue until the various accounts 
and expenditures of it be finally 
liquidated and adjufled; among 
which accounts mull be" taken that 
of foreign loans already made, or 
which we 'may hereafter be neceffi- 
tated to make. But after this final 
adjuftment, thefe taxes may all be 
decreafed, or one or more remitted, 
fo as to leave only what is necefTary 
for the half pay of the army, and 
the fupport of fuch fortifications and 
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troops as may be neccfTary during 
the peace. 

It will appear that in this eftimate 
and appropriation no notice is taken 
of two objects, namely, the general 
civil lift, and the fupport of govern- 
ment in the feveral States. The 
latter of thefe, is properly an object 
of internal policy to each State. I 
will however drop a fentiment with 
relation to both thefe things. And, 
as to the firft, the pofl-ofRce, if pro- 
perly regulated, would produce a 
revenue fuiFicient for the greater or 
general civil lift, by which is meant 
the fupport of the civil officers and 
officers of Congrefs, both foreign 
and domcftic. As to the fecond, or 
lefTer civil lift, this would be fully 
provided for by a light ftamp duty, 
la addition to the fees and perquiutes 
of office. It is hard to conceive 
taxes more eafy and more beneficial 
than thefe, for they defray the ex- 
pences of government, by facilitating 
the commerce, and fecuring the 
property of individuals. Some 
readers may not fee the force of the 
latter part of this obfervatien, but 
thofe who know that frauds and 
forgeries have been frequently de- 
tected, by means of the (lamps affixed 
to deeds and other inftruments, will 
readily perceive it ; and all will feel 
the difference between a ftamp act 
made by our own legiflatures, and a 
liamp act impofed by a foreign 
power. Roads, bridges, and inland 
navigations, will, if I may be al- 
lowed the expreflion, provide for 
therafelves. In other words, they 
are moil equitably and moft ef- 
fectually maintained by tolls and 
turnpikes; which, with a proper 
adminiftration, will leave a furplus 
to fupport the poor. Thefe different 
things are mentioned merely to fliew 
the propriety of the other taxes, and 
the appropriation of them. Let us 
then further advert to this reafon 
and propriety in themfelves, and in 
relation to each Other. 



I know that afinoft Innumerabfe 
objections will be raifed againft thefe 
proportions. We (hall be told, that 
the bufinefs of Congrefs is not to lay 
rates but quotas, that is to fay» they 
have a right to demand money by 
guefs, but not on fair and equal 
principles. We fhall be told, that 
the land-tax would fall heavy on the 
rich, the poll tax on the poor, and 
the other taxes on all. That fom« 
of thefe taxes would fall heavy an the 
merchant, and fome on the hu(band- 
man ; fome on the city, and fome on 
the country. If all this be admitted, 
it would only (hew that thefe taxes 
would be heavy to the whole com- 
munity, and all agree that heavy 
taxes muft be raifed, I mean all good 
Whigs ; but every one will drive to 
eafe his own moulders of the bur* 
then. All complain of the evil, yet 
nobody inclines to look it in the 
face, which is the only reafon why it 
exifts. Congrefs call on the State* 
to raife quotas, of which an equitable 
account is to be made bye and bye,, 
that is* they will, by the wealth of* 
a State twenty years hence, deter- 
mine what it is to pay in the prefent 
moment. After a month's debate r 
on a fubject of fuch magnitude that 
all agree it cannot admit of a mo- 
ment's delay, Congrefs at length 
give their fiat, and then the States 
take up the refolutions. The firft: 
thing the States do, is to complain 
of the apportionment; and the fe- 
cond, to make excufes why they 
cannot pay. At length, however,, 
in imitation of the very thingHhey 
complain of, the States alfo quota 
their diftricts or counties. Thefe, 
in their turn, guefs at the wealth of 
individuals, or compel the individuals 
to declare it on oath, which is infi- 
nitely worfe. Thus guefs generates 
guefs, delay produces delay, and 
murmur fucceeds to murmur ; till 
when, with grumbling difcontent r 
a little pittance is paid ; one half its 
value is fwept away, by the rapid 
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current of 'depreciation. In the 
mean time the war is left to fupporc 
itfelf, as if the army could be fed 
and cloathed, our enemies beaten 
and firbdued, or our liberties fecured 
and etlabliihed, by idle debates, 
v*ain reproaches, or quibbling fub- 
tleties. 

Without adverting, therefore, to 
the little cavils which may abun- 
dantly 1 be made againft any and 
every plan, I fhall aifign a few rea- 
fons in favour of thefe imports, ge- 
nerally and particularly. And we 
are to obferve generally, firft, That 
the land, labour and commodities of 
our country were originally mort- 
gaged* for our debts, and muft 
eventually redeem them. Secondly, 
That unlefs taxes are laid on fpe- 
cific articles, they cannot confifl 
with freedom ; becaufe freedom is 
to be governed by laws, and flavery 
by men ; he therefore who pays a 
tax levied on a fpecific thing is free, 
becaufe he is governed by the law, 
but otherwife he is not free, being 
governed by the will or whim of 
the affeffor or colleaor. Thirdly, 
That no other taxes can confirt 
with juftice, for it is ju# that men 
and ftates fhould pay in propor- 
tion to their respective wealth; 
that is to their land, labour, and 
commodities, not the opinions of 
others. Laftly, That as no other 
taxes can confift with private freedom 
and juftice, fo by no other means 
can the rights and liberties of the fe- 
veral States, and the general fuper- 
intendsnee of Congrefs. fubfift toge- 
ther. If Congrefs can compel the 
Jeaft State to pay as large a tax as the 
gmteft, their rights and liberties 
are no more, and a prevailing faction 
in Congrefs may commit the moft 
horrible injuftice. If every State has 
a right to deliberate and determine 
for itfelf on the propriety of the 
quota allowed to it, the authority of 
Congrefs is a ftiadow, our union a 
thread, and our force an idea. 



We will next eonfider thefe tax'e* 
in their fucceffive order; and here 
we muft remember, that land is the 
ultimate object of human, avarice, for 
which there is the greateft conteft 
among States and among men. On 
this, then, let the tax be laid. Let 
the landholder pay for the defence, of 
his land. A monopoly of the foil is 
pernicious, or even deftructive to 
fociety ; let taxes, therefore, compel 
the owner ? either to cultivate it him- 
felf, or fell to thofe who will culti- 
vate it. Land can neither be carried 
away nor concealed, no care, there- 
fore, is neceilary to fecure, no art to 
difcover it. Other objects may elude 
the grafp of the Legislature, but this 
is always open to nheir infpecYion, 
always fubject to their authority. 

'There is, indeed, an objection, 
that fome lands are better #haa 
others. This obje&ion would be 
more folid if it were propofed to tax 
land alone ; ftill, however, it has 
weight ; but a part of it will be re- 
moved when we reflect, that if it is 
unjuft to tax the bad land of A, as 
high as the good land of B, it is 
equally unjuit to tax the coft and la- 
bour which C. has expended, to ren- 
der his farm better than that of D. 
And the objection will almoft vanifh 
when we eonfider, that if a valuation 
were made, it would be very partial 
and unequal in the prefent moment, 
but more fo in the fpace of a few 
years; not to mention the time and 
expence, neither of which can be 
fpared. To this may be added, that 
the above tax, 'though unequal at 
firft, would foon become equitable, 
by the changes of property, and the 
efforts of induftry. 

As to the tax on polls, we muft 
remember, that labour is fcarce and 
dear at prefent in this country, be- 
yond any other country and any 
other period ; fo that it is difficult tp 
procure foldiers with every poffible 
exertion/ If therefore a tax De laid 
oa men, they xauft either work to 

pay 
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Jrtfy It, or become foldiers to avoid 
$t,~ either of which is a defirable con- 
fequencei And to this, that the 
poll-tax wilj fall on the rich rathei: 
than on the poori efjjecially fuch a 
x poJl-iax as that how propbfed; be- 
cauie. from the nature of the tKing, 
«he labourer mull be paid for by his 
employer, add the" ilave by his 
iriafteK . , ,, 

The. tax {in exports is Hot liable td 
the objections againft the two for- 
mer, but will; perhaps, ttartle thofe 
who expecYto difcourage foreign ar- 
ticles, by laying duties on impor- 
tation, and to encourage native pro- 
ductions by bounties oH exportation. 
This fubjec\ would lead ftie too Far, I 
ihall therefore quit it with ij fevfr 
fhort but leading obfervations. Firft^ 
thecohfumer or the article pays the 
tax/ with the profits of the merchant 
and the retailer. Secondly, Taxes 
muft either be paid from the furplus 
produce which remains to the coun- 
try after maintaining its inhabitants, 
or Tome of thofe inhabitants muft be 
flarved. Thirdly, The cheapnefs of 
the neceflariesof life is the fource of 
population; and together with it 
forms the wealth and firength of a 
nation. Add Fourthly, A tax on 
■' exported commodities will equalize 
Ull others, and ftll precifely on the 
wealth of each in4ividual. To 
«?Vince thefe pofitions, let us fdppofe 
that the farmer, who confumes in 
Iiis family about forty gallons of im- 
ported fpirits annually^ is tp be tax- 
ed five pounds. To obtain this fiim, 
b duty might be laid on fpirits of 
two and fixpence per gallon, but the 
merchant Who pays this two and fix- 
pence; in the firil iiiftarice, would 
take a fifth prbfit, or perhaps more, 
which would bring it op to three 
fallings on the retailer; who, iu hii 
turn, would take a third, or more, 
And thereby increafe it to four ihil- 
Itngs ; wherefore the farmers tax on 
forty gallons would amount to eight 
pounds, instead of five, If the uuc 

Vol. X. 



were laid on the produce the farmed 
brought to market, then he would 
jjay the five pounds and no more* 
not to mention the advantage of be- 
ing taxed in the very moment when 
he fold his commodities: Befidti 
this; he would, pay nothing on hh 
own neceflary confumptioiii If be 
did not bring His furplus produce to 
market, it would be fo milcb rhe 
cheaper in the country, and thtie- 
fore the means of fubfiiience, and 
consequently labour and manufac- 
tures would be the cheaper. , Some- 
thing would at length pi exported, 
and the five per cent. 6n this feme- 
thing would operate backwards, a 
gentle tax oh all thofe who had con- 
tributed to its production and im- 
provement^ The propriety of carry- 
ing all duties to the general. account, 
will appear from the fmgle cbhfc&era* 
tioii, that as the confunier pays the 
tax, fo when one State carries on 
the commerce of another, that other 1 
would be irftiirectiy taxed by thofe 
who carry, oh their trade, over and 
above their general proportion. 

The tax on horfes arid cattle will 
encourage the breeding of good ftockj 
which next to the culture of our lands 
ought to be one great object of our 
policy. Horfes mtift be very indif- 
ferent which are not vtfofth on an 
average forty dollars each, and cattle 
which are hot worth twenty, the tax 
therefore would be but two and at 
half per cent, on their value. 

Laflly, as to the tax on windows, 
I can bnly fay, that I know of none 
which bids fb fair to be proportionate 
to the wealth of the fubje&j and 
which will, at the fame time, fo 
well bring the city and country ort 
an equal footing of taxation. 

There lies* I know, an objection 
to aU thefe taxes, which, indeed, ap- 
plies with equal force to all others, 
that the advanced, prices near the 
feat of war, will better enable the 
inhabitants of that part of the Con- 
tinent to. pay, than thofe more re* 

S s mote. 
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mote. It is true that there 15 fuch ever, the weight of our burthens* 
an advantage, but I can fafe ly ven- 
ture to pro mi fe on the part of thofe 
who enjoy it, that they will readily 
give it up 10 fuch as are in ore defir- 
cn^ of *bemg in the neighbourhood 
ot die enemy. To determine, h&w- 

The rich man would pay. 

For him fc If and thirty labourer* or ilaves, 

for ten thoufind acres of land, 

Tor iixty horfes, 



l"l us, before we quit this fubjedt, 
make an eflimate er the taxes which, 
in confequence of the ^abeve plan, 
would be levied from a rich nan, a 
wealthy hufbandnian, and a poor 
labourer* 



For one hundred *nd twenty cattk, 
For thirty-fix window^, — 
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Fcr his quota of 40,000,000 paper, in proportion to tHe abovfe 

fum 2786 2 3, or ■ ■— ■ - > 69 2 5 

Proportion on exports according to the poll- &x» 12 1 5 

The wealthy hufbandman would pay, 
Per himfejf and three more, * — ■ — ■ 

For three hundred acres of land f *— ~* 

For eight horfes, 

Fox ftxteen cattle, ■»■'■ » ■ ■ 

, For, twelve window* ■ ■ 








For his quota at above 280, of 
Proportion on exports as above. 



The poor labourer would pay* 

For himfelf, — 

Or he wouM iniift and pay, 
Thefe then are taxes which are far 
from being opprejlive- We will next 
proceed to enquire into the proper 
anode of collecting die in, but we 
Hi uft fir ft take notice of two objec- 
tions which may be urged, although 
contradictory to each other- One, 
that the land-tax being payable in 
fpecie alone would depreciate the 
paper ; the other, that the circulat- 
ing medium would not be fufficient 
to pay the taxes. Neither of thefe 
objections, are folid. The land-tax 
would not depreciate the payer, be- 
caufe there is a means of paying it in 
paper, fo as to render every land- 
holder fecurity to himfelf for the pa- 
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per he pofleffesj and becaufe Uif 
other taxes will amount to more than 
two hundred and forty millions of 
paper, fo that when the certificate! 
alone are funded, even if no bills are 
brought in, Hill the tax will exceed 
the whole paper medium by on* 
fifth. The fecond objection admits 
of an anfwer equally fliort and clear. 
If the circulating medium is too £malJ r 
one of two things will certainly hap- 
pen, either the value will rife, op 
more money will be demanded bf 
the people* If the value rifes, lefa 
of it will anfwer the pnrpofes of go- 
vernment* If m ore is req uired T go - 
verntuejit may emit more, without 
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#ny danger of depredation. It 
might, however, have been prudent 
to obviate it, by raifmg the paper 
higher than -forty, but, fmce theft 
taxes are not all to be raifed in the 
fame moment, as will more fully ap- 
pear when we fpeak of the coHeclion, 
Hie paper will ferve to pay more 
than wonld at firft view be fuppofed.- 
At any rate we had better labour 
tinder the weight of taxes, and fuf- 
fer the want of a circulating me- 
dium too, than permit our laft ftrug- 
gles in this glorious conteft to become 
feeble and ineffectual. 

I am your friend, 

An American. 



Philadelphia. 
Jit A& far the Regulation of the 

Militia of the Commonwealth of 

Penkfyl'vania. 

Whereas a militia law, founded 
jupon jufl: and equitable principles, 
hath been ever regarded as tl>e beft 
jfecurity of liberties, and the moft 
jeffeftual means of drawing forth and 
exerting the natural ftrength of * 
State ?■'■ 

And whereas a well-regulated 
militia is the only fafe and confti* 
iutionfal method of defending a free 
State, as the neceijity of keeping up 
a ftandihg army, especially in times 
iftf peace, w thereby fupereeded : 
* And whereas the militia law of 
this commonwealth, enafted by the 
General AttemWy the 17th day of 
March, 1777, from a change of cir- 
cumftahees and- other caufes, hath 
become insufficient to anfwer the 
purpofa aforefaid, which renders it 
inptly neceflary that a new law fhonli 
be enacled ; therefore^ 

SeaSon 1. Be h enacled, and it 'ft 
hereby enacted, by the reprefttt* 
tfctives of thefreemen of the eommtfn- 
wealth of Pennfylvania, in General 
AflemNy me*, ami oy the authority 
of the lame, that the Prefident in, 
Council, or, in his abfence, the 
Vice-Prefident in Council, of thtf 



Commonwealth, IBa.lI 'appoint and 
commiffionate one reputable free- 
holder in the city of ''Philadelphia,' 
and one m each county within this 
State, to ferve as lieutenants of the 
milirin for the faid city and countieV 
refpeclively ; and alfo any number 1 
of perfons not exceeding two for 
the faid city ; and in the feveral 
counties any number not exceeding 
the number of battalions now or to 
be hereafter formed ; tcJ ferve as fub* 
lieutenants in the faid city and 
counties refpeclively ; who, befide* 
the powers which are given him and 
them by this aft, fhall have the title 
and rank which the, Prefident in 
Council, or, in his abfence, the. 
Vice-Prefident in Council, fhall 
confer ; which faid lieutenant, or, 
in his abfence or incapacity,' two cr 
more fab-lieutenants, mall have fuH 
power and authority to do and *per> 
form, all and lingular the duties re* 
quired of the faid lieutenants by this 
aft. '■ ' 

Seel. 2. And be it enacled by the 
authority aforefaid, That the lieu- 
tenants and ftb^lieutenants, before 
they enter upon the execution of 
their offices refpeclively, fhall give 
bond to the treafurer of the county 
5h which theyfeverally refide, in the 
name of the prefident or commander 
in chief of the State, with one fuffi- 
cient furety, in tKe fum of twenty 
thoufand pounds, ' conditioned for 
the faithful accounting for and pay* 
Ing of all the 'monies which fhall 
jcome to their hands, by virtue <>f thi* 
aft, when thereunto lawfully re- 
quired. And that the public bonds 
giveri or to be given l>y the treafurer 
pf the State, or county treafurers; 
for the due difcharge of their re- 
fpeftive offices, * mail be ' deemed ' to 
extend to the faithful performance 
of the truft hereby committed to 
them refpeclively. 

Seel. 3. And he it further enacled 
by the authority aforefaid, That the 
faid lieutenant or fub-lieutenants 
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(once in ertry yearVftiajI ifTt^cr liis 
or their warrants to the captain or 
commanding ©$cer for the pme be- 
ing of cadi company of the feveral 
battalions in the "fajd cify and 
counties refoee'lively, or to fome 
ether fjiitcWe perfon, commanding 
him, in the name of the Common- 
wealth, to deliver to him or them, 
the faid lieutenant or fub-Iieutenants, 
within ten days from and after the 
tfate of the faid warrants (unlcfs the 
lieutenant or fub- lieutenants (hail 
judge a longer time to be neceiTafy, 
which he or they are hereby ;m pow- 
ered fo grant) on oath or affirmation, 
which any of them is hereby impow- 
Cfed to adininifter, a true and exact 
lift of the names and fimames of eacji 
and every mnle white perfon inha- 
biting or reading within nis pwn- 
fhip, plough/ ward* qr diftrift, be* 
tween ' the 'ages of eighteen anq 
fifty-three (delegates in Congrefs, 
membres of the Supreme Executive 
Council, members of the general 
aflembjy, judges of the fupreme 
court, attorney - general for the 
State, the judge of the admiralty, 
freafurer of the State, fheriifc, 
gc'alers and keepers of work-houfes, 
jninLTters of the gofpe.1 of every de- 
nomination, prcfefTor* and teachers 
in the univerlity, poft-mafters and 
^oft-riders belonging to the general 
poft-office, menjat Servants of am- 
pafladors or ininiflers and confuls 
from foreign courts, and of delegates 
in Congrefs from other Hates, re* 
giftered with the fecretary of the 
Supreme Executive Council of this 
State, and fervauts purchafed bona 
fide and for a valuable co nil deration, 
pnly excepted.) 

. Sc£i. 4. And be it further ena&ed 
by the authority aforefaid, That the 
lieucenant and fub-lieutenants afore- 
faid.ijialj, wi;hin five days after they 
ihall receive the lifts aforefaid, if 
they fee caufe, alter the prefent di- 
Vifions of the city and counties 
refpe&ively, and ..divide them into. 



new diftrifts, each di£ri& to cpntak| 
not lefs than four hundred and' forty, 
nor more than one thoufand, officers? 
ancl privates included, at the dif- 
cretion of the faid lieutenants and 
fub-Ueutenants ; and then fub- divide 
the faid diftrids into eight parts,, at 
nearly equal as maybe, paying due 
regard in each diviiion to the" con* 
venience of the inhabitants : Pro- 
vided always, fhaf two-thirds of the 
lieutenants mef for the above purpofe 
agree to fuch diviiion, and that each, 
perfon fee annexed to the numerical 
dais to which fre formerly belonged. 

Sefti 5. And be it further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, That t{^ 
militia of the I^orth.etn' Liberties o£ 
the city of Philadelphia, the diibicl 
of Southwark, and the townlhips of 
fijoyarpenfirig and PafTyunk, be, and 
they hereby 1 are, united to the city 
of Philadelphia, to aft in conjunction 
with the militia of the faid city, and 
diftinct from the reft of the county of 
Philadelphia; that they draw lot< 
for rank in battalion, and-^e joine^ 
in brigade, and acl in every other 
matter that refpects the militia law^ 
as if they were inhabitant of the 
faid city, and to be undef the di- 
rection of the lieutenant and fub* 
lieutenants of the city. 

Se&. 6. And be it further enaclsed 
by the authority aforefaid, That the) 
lieutenant and fub-lieutenants of the 
city of Philadelphia, and diitri&s an? 
nexed, fjiall, out of the feveral baN 
talions of the faid city and diftriel* 
annexed, take fuch a number as will 
compofe ejght companies, to form 
one battaliojq of artillery, to be offi- 
cered and arrayed as follows, that is 
to fay, one lieutenant-colonel, one 
major, eight captains, eight captain 
lieutenant*, eight firft Lieutenants, 
ftxteen fecond lieutenants ; the fenior 
to bear the Handard; and the junior 
to do «the duty of "conductor; pay- 
master, adjutant and quarter-mailer 
to be taken from the line ; one fur* 
geon, one fcrjeant-major, fife-majo^ 
< : ■ . ' . , drtini-maJQr, 
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4wm-major, eight clerks, thirty-two , 
ferjeants, forty-eight bombardiers, 
fony-eight gunners, eight drummers, 
eight nfers, and four hundred ma- 
trofles; and both the officers and 
privates of the laid battalion ihall be 
fubject to the fame fines and penal- 
ties for any omifiion of duty as the 
infantry : Provided neverthelefs, 
jhat jhe perfons compofing the artil- 
Jery heretofore formed may be per- 
mitted' t to continue as a part of the 
faid battalion of artillery ; and the 
pficers ihall be elected in the fame 
manner as is directed by this a& for 
jhe "election of officers of the in- 
fantry. 

Sect. 7- And be it further enacted 
hy the authority aforefaid, That the 
feveral captains of the artillery bat- 
talion ihall determine their rank by 
Jot, and b$ numbered from one to 
eight 'in numerical order, and be 
fubject to be drawn forth into actual 
fervice in rotation by companies, 
Recording to their number in rank, 
, number one in ra£k with, the firft 
jplafs of the militia, and it* on, until 
BH.fhall take their tour, or otherwife 
as tjje commander in cl^ef tq£ the 
militia ftiall direct. 

Sect. 8. And whereas it is expe 7 
dient to embody fuch a number of 
Ji^ht horfe as will be ufeful when the 
militia Is called? into actual fervice : 
therefore, : ' ' " 

1 Bo it further enacted by the autho- 
rity aforefaid, That each of * the 
lieutenants of the (feveral counties of 
^his State may form *a "corps of light 
horfe, not to exceed fix privates for 
jeach battalion of infantry in 'each 
county, to be taken driiributively 
Out of each, |n cafe* volunteers oiFer; 
otherwife at large throughout ■ the 
icounty 1 and the Jight horfe ihall he 
officered as light horfe ufually are£ 
and ihall be fubject to appear upon 
mutter-days, and -fhajl jturn out in 
fla£es as other militia ; and i& cafe 
fiay perfoa who ihall be admitted 
pto the (aid light horfe ihall fail of 



providing himfelf with, a fuitabl© 
horfe, weapons and furniture, fuch 
'perfons fhall be liable, to <be called 
out, and ferve in the foot militia* 

Sect. 9. And be ic further enacted 
by the authority aforefaid, That the> 
troop of light horfe in the city of 
Philadelphia ihall be lintitted so the 
number of fifty, exciufive of officers! 
the vacancies thereof to be filled in 
the manner heretofore practifed ; 
and the faid troop ihall be liable to* 
appear on mufter-dayi, and to.be 
called out into fervice as other 
militia ; and the light horfe of this, 
State, when in actual fervice, ihalfc 
be fubject to the fame rules and re*-. 
gulations as the foot militia, and to 
like fines and penalties for neglect o£ 
meeting en mufter-days, or turning 
out on their tour when thereunto 
called; fuch fines and penalties to 
be appropriated as the fines and pe-j 
nakies for like offences in other 
cafes. ; 

Sect. 10. And be it further ecact- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, Th*t 
if any light horfemen ihall be Sleeked 
or appomted a coramiffiohed officer? 
in any battalion of infantry of hi* 
proper city or county, and on notice 
given him in writing by the lieu- 
tenant ihall accept thereof, his place 
in the faid light horfe ihall be va*i 
cated ; and any light horfeman who? 
ihall be abfent more than faur 
months from his city or county, ihall. 
vacate his place in the troop to. 
which he belonged. 

Sect. 11. And be it further enact- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
the lieutenant or fub-lieutenant ihall 
appraife the horfe of each perfoa 
ferving as a light-horfeman imme- 
diately before every time of going 
into actual fervice, and enter the. 
fame in a book ; and in cafe fuch 
horfe ihall be killed or die in actual 
fervice, or be taken, by the enemy, 
otherwife than by neglect, he ihall 
f>e paid the value of fuch appraife- 
mem, by an order to be drawn by 
,.-... . 'the 
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fb'&tttcBairt, ortnyiwb fub-tieu* 
tenants, on the militia fund, in the 
feands- of the treafurer for that pur- 
pofe. * 

l-5c&. it* And be it further enaft- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
the faid lieuteaants ;iball give public 
mice, by adtenifemenu' at ten or 
aaeteof the mod public places in the 
jtekl dlftrifts reflectively, of the faid 
diaifions being made/ and appoint a 
certain day for each diftrift, not Jef* 
than- ten days after the faid notice, 
and recrniring the male white inha- 
bitant* between the age* aforefaid, 
jtefiding in the faiddivifions refpec- 
u»ely> so uaett at a certain place, as 
■ear the centre of the-faid division as 
ibay be, and then and there, between 
the. hours of ten in the morning an<$ 
fix in the afternoon of th« faid day/ 
a* cleft by ballot two field officers, 
thai is to fay* one lieutenant colonel 
and one.ciajor. And the inhabitants* 
of the faid fub-divifions refpefttvely 
Pi all elect by ballot as aforeiaid, on 
tfcc fame or fome other day, as Toon 

♦ is convenient, one captain, one lieu- 
tenant, and one cafig* ; prerious to 
•hith faid election, the faid inhabit- 
ami fhall cleft two freeholders to 
prefide as judges thereof; and all and 
each of thefc officers refpeftively fhall 
be fuch perfbns as have taken the 
Oath of allegiance and abjuration 
agreeable to the laws of chis ihte; 
aad each captain fhall appoint a fa it- 
able perfon for a clerk in his com- 
pany ; and the Aid lieutenant or 
ti&> lieutenant (hall attendant! foper- 
ifctend each and every of :he faid 
Battalion elections, and ihali caufte 
tfee lieutenant-colonels fo clefted in 
the city and counties refpeftively to 
meet together as focn zs may be, and. 
call Jots for raak. of the battalions ; 
and the rank of the officers in cacti 
tattalion (hall be determined by the 
k>C drawn by their refpeftive Heute- 

H *nt-colone]$ ; and the captains foj 
•le&ed in the fub-diviiions fliall meet 
and ca4 lets for*-their rank in the bat- 



taHoa to which they fcisloflg; *ad~<th> 
rank of the fubaltern officers in each 
company fhall be determined by the 
let drawn bf tjh'eir refpe#ive captains : 
and the faid lieutenants fhall, within 
ten days, or ae ibon as may bey hav* 
ing regard to their local fituation* 
tranfmit prtpto certificates to »he £fe> 
ftdent of the Supreme Executive 
Council, of the names of the perfon* 
fo as aforefaid elected and their ranki 
both of battalion and companies tft 
the feverel battalions, in order that 
commiflions may be forthwith grant-* 
td to them, agreeable to the faid cer* 
tificates : and ejections fbr officers 14 
the ligKt horfe fhall be made in Hbf 
manner as elections for officers in tne 
infantry. 

Seft. 13. And be it farther enaft^ 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any battalion, troop,* orcompaUy, 
fhall negleft or refute to eleft theft 
officers as aforefaid, then, and in fuch 
cafe, it ffiall and may be lawful for 
the lieutenant, with the advice and 
confent* of -two-a* more of the fub± 
lieutenants of the city of PhttadfoU 
phiai and of -fuch county where fuck 
negleft or f* Wat ft all be, to worm- 
nate one reputable perfon to the Su- 
preme Executive Council, in the room 
of each officer foneg^efted to be choi 
f*n: and the faid Council approving 
th*w0f'fha4Pcort«ftiulon the faid peri 
fon, which fhatl be as effectual, to 
all intent* and pu*pofes, as if the feu) 
officers had 'been elefted as before, 
directed* and thefeW lieutenant fhalli 
as foon as may be, acquaint the parties 
fo neglecting or refufing with the ap- 
pointmentslOasaforefaidnwde. And 
the faid feveral ar>drefpeftfre officers* 
elected or appointed as aforefaid; 
mail fetve refpe&Wely as officers of 
the- militia for the fpace of three 
years; at the end of which time the 
lieutenant of the city and counties 
refpeftively, in' the manner hereto 
^before directed, ftiatl caufe a new 
eleftion to beheld in the faid city and 
counties refpeftively,: but- nothing 

herein 



Digitized by 



Googk 



i wi 



fapfwivcoiuirtedftaltbtfcoitftrotfd to 
render any of the former officers in- 
capable of being rc-ele£ted.< 

Seel. 1 4,: And be it further enact- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
the conraniioQed officers of each com- 
pany 'fh all appoint three ferjeatrts,' 
three cafporais, one* dwwfrmer and' 
lifer for their refpt&ive companies^ - 
and alt perfons who fcave heretofore 1 
been officers in the miliria onder die ■ 
late taw> if not re^efa^ed, fhaJl de-* 
liver up* ibeir arm«/ accoatrementsi-' 
dfums, £fes Md; colours, if pahd for 
by the paWic, to the lieutenant or r 
ftfb-1ieotenant of the city. Or county 
aforefaid*. And the lieutenant oTthi ; 
city of Philadelphia, and the lieute- > 
uants of the counriei wfpeftivety* * 
ate hereby 'authorized to purchafe" 
fuchdniinf, fifesarxhcoloors as may • 
be afterwards wanted t» frppty the 1 
companies in- the city -and counties : 
refpe&ively. 

Sea: 1 5 * And tie k further mad- - 
ed by the authority ^foiefaid, That 1 
the field officers of each battalion in * 
this Staoe frail cooftttMe* and appoint ' 
in their - refpe&iv$ battaHohs otter 
chaplain, one qu^rter^marftef , * <H!e ' 
faigeon, one adjusanty one quarter- 
tnafter fesjpant, one ferjcant-ttiaje*; < 
oat drum -and fift*major; art* «tei 
lieutenants and fttelwatanawts **rf* 
the »<aty and counties* retpei&frely 
fludl, at their tfrcrewny furaifoand- 
procure* proper carnages "for thefcat- '[ 
taHons or drafts of the militia,-' -When * 
it flwdl bei*ece4ary, m "> * ..: 

Scft. *6. And be iv further eriacl- 
cd>by the awhorit^irfbrefald/ ?That * 
the > lieutenant* or tf4b-liea*enants>f ; 
tkre city and count**' refpe&freJy- 
AalLpoy fuch wage* as iihaftbeW- • 
ceflary to otiead^a^t^onetftfefter^^ 
laaffter, ferjeant,- and one-' dfctfnwhe*^ 
aad : fifer„ for every day tlmtfie fer-f ; 
. Viceasnay require them, -out of the? ' 
JDO&ies arifing from ^nes^ofi > the ftdd 
adjutant, • quarter-matter, ^fer^ant; • 
drummer andfiferprodiictug aeerti- ' 
feate of the feme* & .performed, 



from the eornman<iirfg ©IKcer of th^ 
faid battalion or company. 

Seel, iy. And whereas the firms* 
allowed by the late militia law for a" 
druWmer and fifer hare been irrfuf- 
fidient, and riiany "officers have beer**' 
obliged- to pay corifiderkbly more:*: 
Be it -therefore chatted by the au-' 
thority aforefMd, That the lieate-" 
na"rtts*fhriH and hereby arc required* 
to' pay unto fuch' captains or corn- 
maiding officers' of companies fucit 
rearfbnable funis as they have ex- r 
pfcnded for drummers and fifers, ore 
their producing m account of fuch?* 
cofts properly certified. 

Sea* *8. And be it farther eV£cV 
ed by the authority aforefaid, ThatT 
the commifltoned officers of each com- ; 
pany of militia fhall nominate and 
appoint one difcreet^erfon,* who malt* 
bcttrfled the almdner, refiding in theT 
diftricYor fub-divifion out oFwfachf* 
their company is formed, provided :: 
fuch almoner is abo?e the age of* 
fiffyjthree years, td take proper care' 
of r the families of fuch' Odor mijitia' 1 
men within their respective dftbi£s ' 
as>remaftu£frfervic« in their owi*' 
ta*n, and to 'grant them fuch fup- 
pbrt as their ifeceflities may require ^ 
pfoVrded ftkrh-fupport do not exceed 
half-the price of daily labour as the" 
fame mail be. aftertame'd as herein^ 
affefftdirecled; and the faid officers^ 
oPtfoe^company, or any two of thenv * 
(haTf miike out a ceraficate of their 
noWmatroti and appointment, direcV" 
ed'tothe lieutenant of the city or' 
lieutenant or fub-Heuteuant of the ' 
cohrify to which the company be- 
longeth*; wMch 5 certirTcate fhail en* ' 
able* the' faid : almoner thereby ap^ : 
poktted t to drawfrom trme to time oit 
the ""faitflieutenant of fub-lieutenants, 
for. Tuchfum; dr Aims of money as 
Ufall be necefTary for *the purpofe 
aforefaid; arid he ! (hall render. aa, 
acco'tmt of tht tnoniea by Him draWa 
to the faid lieutenants. .' ; ' 

Seft. i^. And be it further enati-' 
ed by the authority afbrefaU; That' ' 

every 
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fevery fub-lieutenant of the laid city 
and feveral counties fhall, once in 
every three months, render an ac- 
count to his proper lieutenant of all 
monies received by him, arid of his 
expenditures by virtue of this acl, 
and fettle and pa^ to him the ba- 
lance of the fame : and the lieute- 
nants of the faid city and each coun- 
ty refpeclively (hall make out com- 
pleat accounts of all the monies re- 
ceived by him and of his expendi- 
tures, and return the fame to the Su- 
preme fexetutive Council once in 
every fix months ; and each lieute- 
nant a'nid iub-litutenaht is hereby 
jmpowered to employ one clerk) .the 
better to cotfipleat the fame j .and on 
failure /of accounting as aforefaid 
each lieutenant and fub-lieutenant 
Shall forfeit and pay n for every fuch 
neglecl, tne fum of ten thoufand 
founds, to be applied as other fines 
are directed to be applied by this 

Seel; ao. And be it further ehacl- 
W by the, authority aforefaid; That 
t&e precedence of the officers of the 
city of Philadelphia* ,ahd of the fe- 
deral counties in this Commonwealth^ 
ihall be determined as follows ; that 
is to fay, when the. cbmtfiiiuons ar£ 
of equat^ rank and date* the oficeut 
of the city of. Philadelphia and dif- 
tricls annexed ihall take rank or pre T 
cedence of all other oncers of equaj 
rank in this itate.j and next tb T them 
the officers bf the county of Phila- 
delphia, and ft> on, accbrdingto the 
fehiority of the counties refpeclively; 

Seel; 21. And be it further enact- 
ed by the authority aforefaid, That 
tHe whole of the militia fo enrolled 
aft afore fa id fliall be fabjecl to be ex* 
ercifed in companies under their re- 
fpeclive officers as followeth : that is 
to fay, in the city of Philadelphia 
and diftricls annexed, in companies 
On the two laft Mondays in the month 
$f April, and in battalion on the firft 
Mondays in the month of May : and 
iHe futt battalion mail mutter ia bat- 



talion on the third Monday in May ^ 
the fecond battalion on the Tuesday 
following ; the third battalion on the 
Wednesday, and fo on till. the whole 
number of battalions mall have muf- 
tered, according to their numerical 
rank, on any or every day of the 
week, (Saturday and Sunday ex- 
cepted) until the whole number of 
battalions (hall have muttered in the 
afbrefaid manner} and on the day 
following, mould it not happen to 
be Saturday or Sunday, the whole 
number jof battalions belonging t# 
the city brPhiladelphia and diftricls 
annexed ihall meet in brigade ; and 
the militia of the cty of PhiladeU 
phia and diftricls annexed ihall meet 
to exercife in companies the two lad 
Mondays in the month of Auguft, 
and in battalion on the two firft Mon- 
days in the month of September ; 
aod the firft battalion pn the iecond 
Monday in the month of Oclober, 
the fecond battalion on the Tdefday 
following; and the third battalion on 
the Wednefday ; and fo on until the 
Whttlt number of battalions, accord- 
ing to their rank* have mattered, 
except sis before excepted! And then 
on the day following (with the fbrc* 
KOihg exceptions) the whole batta- 
lions Hull meet in brigade. And in 
each and every County in the follow* 
ing manner* that is to f*y, in com* 
panics the twd laft Mondays in the 
month of April, and the two firft 
Mondays in the month of May ; and 
{hall begin their muttering in bat* 
talioh in the following manner, to 
wit f the firft batulion (hall meet in 
battalion on the third Monday of the 
faid month, the fecocld battalion on 
the Tuefday following; the third baM 
talion pn the Wednesday, and fa on, 
according to, the rank of battalions 
in the aforefaid manner, tfiufterin* 
each day in the week (Saturday ana 
Sunday excepted) until the whoW 
number of battalions belonging to 
each county fliall have muttered iri 
this manner ; and in companies the 

two 
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-two lirft Mondays in the month of 
October, and the two firft Mondays 
in November, and the firft battalion 
in battalion on the third Monday in 
the month of November, the fecond 
battalion on the Tuefclay following, 
and the third battalion on the Wed 
nefday, and in this manner until the 
whole number of battalions belong- 
ing to each county, according to 
their ranks feverally, fhall have muf- 
tered on any day it may happen (ex- 
cept on a Saturday or Sunday as be- 
fore excepted.) And on each of the 
faid days ev^ry militia man fo en* 
rolled lhall duly attend, with his 
arms and accoutrements in good or- 
der ; and a fcrjeant or the clerk of 
each company fhall, at the end ** of 
one hour after the time appointed 
for the meeting of the company or 
battalion, call oyer the multer-roll 
of the company, noting thofe who 
are abfenj ; and on that day fhall 
make return in writing to the cap- 
tarn or commanding officer then pre- 
fect, of fuch abfentees ; and all per- 
fans fo abfent at the time of calling 
oyer the roll, or who fhall depart 
from the parade before duly dis- 
charged, fhall be liable to the fines 
hereafter mentioned. 

Se£. 22. And be it futher enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any commiflioned officer fhall neg- 
left or refufe to attend on any of the 
days appointed for exercife in com- 
panies, as aforefaid (unlefs prevented 
by ficknefs, or fome other unavoid- 
able accident) fuch comxniffioned of- 
ficer fhall forfeit and pay the price of 
three days labour; an4 any rtoii- 
commiffioned officer or private, and 
all enrolled perfons, fo refufing or 
neglecting {except as before except* 
pd) fhall forfeit and pay the price of 
one and a half day's labour j and on 
a brigade or battalion day, a field* 
officer fhall forfeit and pay the price 
of fix days labour, and a commimon- 
ed officer under that rank, the price 
of four days labour, and a non-com- 

Vol. X. 



miflnned officer or private, and all 
enrolled perfons refufing to meet and 
exercife, the price of two days labour 
(excepting as before excepted) the 
faid prices to be afcertained as here r 
after directed ; the name; and fur- 
names of all which perfons, fo incur- 
ring the faid fines and penalties (ex- 
cept fuch as may have paid the fame 
into the hands of the captain or com- 
manding officer of the company) fhall 
be duly returned by the captain or 
commanding officer of each company, 
under his hand, together with fuch 
fines as he has received, to the lieu- 
tenant-colonels, or commanding offi- 
cers of the battalions refpedtively, on 
each field day ; which faid lieutenant- 
colonel, or commanding officer of bat- 
talion, fhall, on receipt of fuch fines 
and returns, forthwith tranfmit the 
fame to the lieutenant, or one of the 
fub-lieutenants of the county : and 
alfo a duplicate thereof to the trea- 
furer of the county ; and the faid lieu- 
tenant, or fub-Iieutenant fhall, im- 
mediately after ths faid returns are 
refpadtively made to him, caufe the 
fame to be recovered, by ifTuing his 
warrant to the.fherifF, conftable or 
other fit perfon that he can procure, 
to levy the aforefaid fines by diftrefs 
and fale of the offenders goods and 
chattels, together widj five per cent. 
for collecting where no diftrefs is ne- 
cefTarv to be made, and feven and an 
half per cent, in cafe of diftrefs and 
faie ? in full for his trouble for levy- 
ing, felling and collefting (unle'fs 
\\\c offender (hew caufe of abfence by 
ficknefs orotherwife, and can pro- 
duce a certificate from the captain or 
commanding officer of the company, 
who may give fuch certificate, if he 
verily believes the offender ought to 
be eXcufed from paying the (aid fines) 
but if no goods and chatties can be 
found, then to feiie and take the 
body of fuch offender, and commit 
aim to the common goal, or fome 
other place of clofe confinement, for 
the fpace of ten days for each fine, 
T t unJefs 
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unlefs he fooner pay the fame. And 
the lieutenants mail, twice in each 
year, tranfmic the faid fines, when 
collected, inro the hanJs of the Coun- 
ty Treafurcr, who fhall pay the fame 
inro the hands of the State Treafurcr, 
to be kept; a* a fund, fubject to fuch 
draughts as may be made upon him, 
from time to time, by the Lieutenant, 
or at leaft two Sub-lieutenants for the 
ufeof the militra of that county. But 
if the funds of any county, by the 

Generality of their turning out, mould 
e inefficient to anfwer the draughts 
for the fupport of perfons ferving or 
fullering in the militia, in that cafe 
the Executive Council fhall be im- 
powered to draw on the funds of fuch 
other counties w,hofe furplus may be 
molt enabled to bear it. 

Sect. 23. And be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
the Treafurcr of each county, and 
the State Treafurcr, fhall keep all 
the monies arifing from fines by the 
militia law, feparate from all other 
monies, 8nd keep feparate books to 
enter the fame, for the purpofes here- 
in after mentioned. 

Sect. 24. And be it enacted, by 
the authority aforefaid, That when- 
ever it may be nece (Tary to call into 
actual fervice any part of the militia, 
in cafe of a rebellion or invafion of 
this or any of the adjoining States, 
then it fhall and may be lawful .for 
the Prefident, cr Vice-prefident in 
Council, to order into actual fervice 
fuch part of the niilitiq, by clafles, 
of the city of Philadelphia, or of any 
county or counties, as the exigency 
may require. Provided, • That the 
part fo called doth not exceed four 
cjaffes of the militia Gf the county or 
counties fo called out ; and provided 
aifo, that fuch counties fhafl not be 
again called upon to furnifh any 
more'miluia, until an equal number 
of claffes of the militia of the other 
counties, reflectively be firft called; 
unlefs the danger of an invafion from 
J^dians 'pr others ftiou|d make it nc- 



ceffary to keep in referve the militia 
of fuch county or counties for their 
own immediate defence. , 

Sect. 25. And to the end that the 
militia, when called by clafles, mall 
be properly officered, the following 
order is hereby directed and enjoin- 
ed, that is to fay ; ' 

For the firft draft. The captain of 
the firft company, the lieutenant of 
the fecond, and the enfign of the 
fourth. 

Second draft. The captain of the 
fecond company, the lieutenant of 
the firft, and the enfign of the third. 

Third draft. The captain of the 
third company, the lieutenant of the 
fourth, and the enfign of the fecond. 

Fourth draft. The fourth captain, 
^the lieutenant of the third company, 
and the enfign of the firft. 

Fifth draft. The fifth captain, the 
lieutenant of the fixth company, and 
the enfign of the eighth. 

Sixth draft. The fixth captain, 
the lieutenant of the fifth company, 
and the enfign of the feventh. 

Seventh draft. The captain of the 
feventh company, the lieutenant of 
the eighth* and the enfign of th« 
fixth. 

Eighth draft. The captain of the 
eighth company, the lieutenant of 
feventh, and the enfign of the fifth, 

'Non-commiffioned officers to take 
the tour of duty with the comnuffion- 
ed officers. 

And the field officers of battalions 
in the city of Philadelphia, and in 
. each county of this State fhall be di- 
vided in like manner, and each clafs 
' to .be confujered as a detachment 
'frpiri different corps, liable to ferve 
two months and no longer, and to be 
. relieved by the clafs next in numerical 
order, the,relief to arrive at leaft two 
days j^efore the expiration of the term 
of the clafs to be relieved ; but no- 
thing herein contained fhall prevent 
the Supreme Executive Council from 
employing oi* calling but part of any 
clafs or. any company or companies, 
battalion 
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battalion or battalions, without re- 
fpcct to tips rule, whenever the exi- 
gency is too fiifldcn to allow the af- 
fembling of the fcattered militia 
which compofe the particular clafies ; 
and the fcrvice of the perfons fo call- 
ed out fhall be accounted as part of 
their tour of duty; and the militia 
in nc~hi.il fcrvice (hall receive the 
fame pay ard rations as continental 
troops ; their pay to commence two 
days befcre marching;, and receive 
pay and rations at the rate of fifteen 
miles per day on their return home. 

Se&. 26. And whereas the mili- 
tia, when called into actual fervice, 
are not entitled to any bounty, fuck 
as cloathing, at the public cxpence ; 
and therefore their reward is not 
equal to that of the regular troops. 

Be it therefore enacted, by the au- 
thority aforefaid, That when the 
militia, or any detachment thereof, 
are called out on duty, each non- 
commiffioned officer and private fhall 
receive fuch a fum as, including the 
continental pay, will amount to the 
price of common labour for the time 
of fervice given, to be drawn from 
the treafury, by the pay-mailers of 
the militia from time to time ap- 
pointed ; and the officers, whofe 
duty it may be, are hereby required 
to make out feparate pay-rolls of the 
faid -bounty, and that all commiffion- 
cd officers ihall, over and above the 
pay. eftablifhed from time to time by 
the honourable Congrefs, receive 
the fame bounty which a private 
lhall receive. 

.Sect. 27. And be it. further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
at each quarter-feffious of the peace 
of the city, and in the feveral coun- 
ties throughout' the State, the price 
of common labour, then curreat in 
the faid city and Counties refpecliyely, 
lhall be enquired into and ascertain- 
ed.; and the juftices, or a majority 
of them attending the faid courts, 
are hereby required to fix and deter- 
mine what is the average price of 



common labour, at that time, by the 
day; which price, fo determined by 
the faid jufiices, fiiail be confidered as 
a rate by which all fines fhalf be deter- 
mined for neglects or omiffions of 
militia duty, during and from that 
time to the end of the next quarter- 
feffions cf the peace ; and the faid, 
jufiices are hereby required to make 
out a certificate cf the price fo deter- 
mined for the lieutenants of the faid 
city and counties refpectively, under 
their hands and feals. 

Seel. 28.' And be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
when any clafs or clafTcs of the milf- 
tia fiiail be called to perform any 
tour of duty, the Lieutenant or Sub- 
lieutenant fhall caufe each and every 
perfon fo called, tp be notified of 
fuch call, at leaf! three days before 
the time of afiembljng the faid mi- 
litia, by a written or printed notice 
being delivered to him perfonally, or 
left at his houfe or ufual place of 
abode, by Tome officer, or other fit 
perfon employed for that purpofe by 
the commanding officer of faid com-* 
pany ; and any perfon rcfufing or 
neglecting to perform fuch tour of 
duty fhall pay, for each and every 
day he fhall fo neglect or refufe, the 
price of one day's labour; and in 
cafe he fhall be pofTefied of fuch 
eftate as is herein after mentioned, 
fhall pay fuch additional fum as by 
this acl is further directed. 

Sect. 29. And be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
the mafler or miflrefs of any appren- 
tice, and the father or mother of any 
minor, liable to fcrve in the militia, 
who fhall refufe or neglect to attend 
as aforefaid, fuch minor being in the 
fervice of his father or mother, maf- 
ter or miflrefs, they ihall be refpec- 
tively accountable for the fine or fines 
fo incurred, by fuch minor or ap- 
prentice. 

Sect, 30, And "be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
no mariner or feaman fhall be fubject 
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to the fines and penalties of this aft 
for not performing militia duties, if 
fuch mariner or feaman is in attual 
employ by Toeing fhipped for a voy- 
age, or abfent at fea. 

Sect. 31. And be it further enabl- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
the militia of 1 this State, whilft in 
the actual fervice of the United 
States, mall be fubject to the fame 
rules and regulations as the federal 
army : Provided, that upon any 
tranfgreflion or offence of a militia 
man, whether officer or private, 
agaioft the rules and regulations of 
the fcederal army, the caufe fhall be 
tried and determined by a court- 
martial of the militia of this State ; 
and that it fhall be in the power of 
the Prefident of the Supreme Execu- 
tive CouncH, or in cafe of his ab- 
fence, of the commanding officer 
of the militia, to mitigate, fufpend 
or pardon, any punilhment to which 
any militia man may be fentenced 
_by a general court-martial. 

Sett. 32. And be it further enact- 
ed, by the authority aforefaid, That 
if any delinquent fhall neglect or re- 
fufe to pay the fine for an omiffion of 
performing his tour of militia duty* 
within five days after the appeal 
herein after mentioned, it fhall and 
may be lawful for the Lieutenant, or 
any Sub-Iieutenanr, to iflue his war- 
rant to the fheriff, or any conftable 
or other fit perfon that he can pro- 
cure, to levy the faid fine, by diilrefs 
and fale of the offender's goods and 
chatties, lands and tenements, to- 
gether with feven and a half per cent. 
with the charges of keeping the dif- 
trefs, in full for his trouble of levying, 
felling, and collecting, which faiddif- 
trefs and fale fhall be made according 
to the directions of the law for levy- 
ing and felling goods and chattels 
diftrained for rent; but if no fuch 
goods and chatties, lands and tene- 
ment can be found, then to feize 
and take the body of fuch offender, 
and commit him to the common jail, 



or fome other place of clofe confine- 
ment, for the fpaceoffour months, 
unlefs he fooner piys the faid fine > 
and no procefs fhall ifine to flay the 
execution of fach warrant, unlefs in 
cafe of the feizureofrcal eftates. Pro- 
vided always, That if any perfon 
mail think himfelf aggrieved in the 
fcizureofhis lands and tenements, he 
may enter an appeal before the juiUces 
of the next Court of Common Pleas 
for faid county, and on the party** 
giving fufficient fecurity, within fix 
days next after any lands and tene- 
ments (hair be feized or diftrained as 
aforefaid, to profecute fuch appeal 
with effect, the juftices fhall receive 
the fame and flay further procefs; 
and the faid juilices fhall return every 
fiich appeal on the firft day of the 
next term, and the court fhall direct 
a trial by a jury of the county, as in 
cafes of debt, whofe verdict fhall be 
final and conclufive ; and except in 
extraordinary cafes, of which the 
court mail judge, all fuch appeal* 
fhall be tried at the term to which 
fuch returns fhall be made : Provid- 
ed alfo, That in cafe real eftate be, 
fold as aforefaid* fuch fale fhall be 
made by the fheriff of the county, 
who fhall make a fufficient deed for 
the fame, and put the purchafer intt 
jpofTemoa thereof. 

To Sir Gbor-CB Savile, Bart. 
Member of Parliament for the 
County ofTork. — [See Sir Georgj 
Savile's addrefs to t he Freeholders 
6/ the County of Yovk % /. a^Z.] 

Sir, 
As every public acTdrefs, upon con- 
flitutional fubjects, to any- part of 
the community:, is n<ceflariry an ad- 
drefs to the whole, I truff I fhall 
not pafs the line of propriety in- thus 
publicly prefenting you with the fol- 
lowing thoughts, occafioned by your 
letter to the freeholders of Yorkshire, 
dated Sept. 5 ; and I affure myfelf, 
that though I fhould not entirely ac-. 
cord with you in fentiment, jou will 

yet 
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yet put a candid interpretation upon 
what I beg leave to offer to your con- 
. iideration. 

It is but agreeing with the general 
opinion, when 1 think that the letter 
above-mentioned contains evidences 
not only of thofe pure intentions, 
but of that fuperior undemanding, 
which, in the eftimation of your 
country, have long been attributed 
to you. Yet, Sir, there is no de- 
gree of difference and refpect which 
ought to beget an implicit acquie- 
fcence in the deciiions of any one, 
on thofe points whereon conviction 
is wanting. I am not convinced nor 
fatisfied by Tome part9 of your letter. 
They are points of importance to the 
liberties of my country, I mall, 
jtherefore, difcufs them with that 
Hnccrity which on fuch occasions is 
due to the public. 

Firft, Sir, let me fay, that I like 
not your ftrain of "defpondency upon 
the afcendency gained by the Crown 
over the other branches of the Legi- 
ilature ; for, as I have never relied 
my hopes on the conversion of pro- 
ftitute kgiflators, but on the good 
fenfe and the fpirit of my country- 
men at large ; fo I fee no caufe to 
defpond, bscaufe of the extravagant 
excefs to which parliamentary proftL- 
tution hath been carried, but quite 
the contrary; iince the notoriety, the 
fhameful caufes, and the deftruilive 
cpnfequences of that proiiitution* 
are at length awakening the people 
to a 'fenfe of the netefftty of a fcrious 
and effectual reformation, hut, Sir, 
were things yet worfe, were they as 
hopelefs as you fcem to imagine, 
teacH us not, I befeech you, to de- 
fportd. Our minds ought to revolt 
at the thought, were it even now 
the laft moment of choice, between 
flavery and death. He who is deter- 
mined to live free, if he lives at all, 
has no place in his breaft for fuch a 
fentiment. Although a military def- 
potifm domineered it over his coun- 
try, yet, while poireiled of a mind to 



conceive the means of recovering id 
freedom, and of a hand to attempt 
the execution, his foul could not 
brook that degrading fomething 
which accompanies defpondency. 
Infatuated men may fancy they have 
fo far entangled in their toils the 
EnglifhLion, that he ihall become 
a fer vile animal, to lick their feet, 
and bear their burthens and their 
infults: but let them beware! Lion? 
fometimes fleep, and are fometimej 
made tame and gentle, but they air 
lions iiill. 

That we were not, like the unhappy 
Swedes a few ytars agv 9 enflaved 
when the military power was fet 
paramount over the laws and civil 
magiilracy on occasion of the late 
riots, it feems, by the account of 
the noble Lord who moved the ad- 
drefs in die Houfe of Peers, we are 
to efteem as an a& of wonderful 
virtue, and clemency in his Maje&v„ 
Ave ! was it fo r — So then, had his 
Tvlajefty afpircd to arbitrary power, 
he might,, on that occafion, have 
feized k ; and, together with a 
flaughter of a profligate banditti, 
have deltroyed the lalt remnant of 
our Conftitution. Kings- may be 
virtuous, but the people who iuffer 
the poffibilky of fuch an event, are 
criminally negligent of their fafety. 
What ! has a King, who defires, to 
enflave us, nothing more to do than 
to contrive a riot in the metropolis, 
and then to call forth his arrn^ and 
fuperfede ail the civil powers of the\ 
State? If this friendly admonition 
from a young nobIeman, t and the re- 
colleftion of that infamous bufmefs r 
as well as the difgraceful helpfcflhefs 
of the inhabitants, through nrgkft «f 
the laws fill in /one for all houfz* 
keeper* to be armed for defence of tht 
public liberty and peace* fhall not 
roufe ui from pur fupinenefs, and 
animate us to guard a^ainft fimilar 
dangers, it muii be acknowledged, 
that we fhall deferve to be'enflaved. 
The price of a mufket is. a few mil- 
ling*, 
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lings, and in a few days is learnt 
the ufe of it. The exercifes are 
manly, healthy and amufing. Thus 
cheap and agreeable are the means 
of public fafety ; to fay nothing of 
the fatisfaction and honour of feeling 
ourielves the conftitutional and un- 
fufpedled guardians of the liberty 
and property of our fellow citizens. 
Let thofe who will not move a finger 
to' avert conflagrations and pillige, 
and who relifh arbitrary government, 
military laws, and taxations, at the 
point of the bayonet, fit them down 
by the fire fides in fervile floth, until 
mobs and mercenary foldiers ccme to 
take their fpotfs ! 

But to return, Sir, from this di- 
greffion, to parts of your letter, 
which I like ifill lefs than J do your 
defponding language, it is with fur- 
prize and concern I obferve, when 
you fpeak of the duration of parlia- 
ment* and of the rep re/en tat ion of the 
people in thofe parliaments, that you 
treat them not as mailers in which 
the people have any rights, but 
merely on the ground of State ex- 
pediency, which I take to be the very 
worfl of all fecurities for public free- 
dom. In what you fay on thefe fub- 
jeits, there are no fundamentals, no 
ipk- firit principles of eternal juftice, no- 
thing certain and immutable to build 
on, hut.the whole is enveloped with 
uncomfortable doubts and apprehen- 
fions, in obfeurity and fearful dark- 
nefs ; and the expedients you adopt 
with fo much hefitation and fo little 
hope, appear at laft to be a flimfy 
fuperftrucWe without a founda- 
tion. 

With refpeft to reprefentation and 
the duration., of Parliaments, have 
. the people, or have they not, any 
pofitive rights, founded in the 
laws of nature, and remaining un- 
alterably the fame through all ages ? 
You have not only, Sir, omitted to 
afTert them, but your reafoning, as 
it appears to me, implies that you 



think they have no fuch rights. 
When you fpeak of " a perfect right 
in the fender to Judge for what time 
he, who is fent to Parliament, mail 
fit there," you evidently fuppofe a 
right changeable at will ; right to ap 
point reprefentatives for three years 
or for feven ; for thirty or for feven- 
ty, or any other term whatever: 
not recollecting the cilbnrial dif- 
ference between rights perfonal and 
political; and* that no a£l ^of any 
body of electors can divert their fuc- 
ceflbrs in the community of their 
election rights, for any term either 
longer or fhorter. What you have 
inadvertently called " a perfect 
right," is, therefore, no right, but 
an abfolute power of en flavin g pof- 
terity. I am as tenacious as any 
man of popular rights, but I will 
not compliment even the majefly of 
the people with prerogatives that do 
' not belong to it ; much lefs (hall I 
allow, that the prefent qualified elec- 
tors are " a fort of reprefentatives of 
all the people, whofe rights they are 
in the'firft inftance intrufled with ;" 
for I deny that members of Parlia- 
ment are the deputies cf deputies, as 
that any fuch trull as is here fpoken 
of, is by onrConilitution repofed in 
thefe electors. 

Thecxclufion of the non-electors 
is naked unpalliated defpotifm ; and 
more than any other, and all other 
caufes combined, it hath been pro- 
ductive of that corruption which has 
well nigh ruined the State. But, 
Sir, you tell us, that ** all the peo- 
ple would be too numerous to vote 
thcmfelves." — Aye, indeed ! — But if 
they be too numerous to vote, they 
are too numerous to be free. The 
conclufion is unavoidable. But this 
aflertion is an unguarded one, in- 
deed, from the reprefentative of 
Yorkfhire, who boafts in the fame 
page of his " twenty thoufand elec- 
tors*^ If thofe iivent) thoufand be 
not too numerous to vote in . one 
dection, 
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election, I beg to know how three. 
th'oujand would be too great a body- 
to exereife this franchife : and that 
is a greater number than ever would 
be concerned in any one election, ac- 
cording to any of the plana lately 
fubmitted to the public for an equal 
and univerfal .reprefentation ; be- 
lides, that the propofal for taking a 
poll in every parifh, would fubdwide 
this number into feveral fmall par- 
ties, who would go through the bufi - 
nefs of an election with as much peace 
and quietnefs, as now they attend 
divine fervice.* All the people of 
England^ we all know, could not 
vote at one. and the fame election ; 
but if every man were multiplied into 
a million, (till it is evident, that all 
might vote without inconvenience. 

I hope, Sir, 1 mifunderitand you, 
when I conceive it to be your opi- 
nion, that, upon the points in quef- 
tion, the people have no poiitive 
rights, but are doomed to reft the 
fecurity of their, lives, property, and 
freedom, on State expediency. That 
they have fuch rights, Nature pro- 
claims aloud. Thofe rights and the 
firir principles of politics are the fame. 
Without firft principles, there could 
be no fcience nor any ground of 
knowledge. Without human right?, 
there could exift no compacts, nor 
foundation whereon to erect law and 
government ; but confufion and 
anarchy muft dhTolve fociety, and 
the condition of mankind muft be 
worfe than that of the brutes. 

On the queftion under difcuflion, 
it is happy for our country, that 
truth is not far to feek. Appeals to 
the primary truths of nature or Jirft 
frincifleji to undeniable maxims* 
immediately and unavoidably dedu- 
cible from thofe firfl principles, and 



a reference \.ofa&, will fatisfy every. 
enquirer. 

I will now concifely Hate the 
rights of the people, in refpect of 
reprefentation and the duties of par- 
liaments, as they appeared to me to 
reit upon the foundations of eternal 
truth and juftice. 

1 . Man is capable of virtue and 
vice, happinefs and mifery, being a 
mortal agent, accountable to his 
Creator. 

2. Free-agency is efTential to the - 
nature of man, otherwife he could 
not be capable of virtue and vice. 

3. All men, by nature, are equal 
fo far as relates to the common rights 
of humanity. 

4. But if a part of any community 
were governed by laws, made by 
perfons whom other men had fet oxter 
tbem % natural equality and common 
right would be deflroyed. 

5. Hence it is efTentia! to natural 
equality and common right, that 
all have a voice in the appointing 
of legiflators, 

6. It is alfo evidently efTential to 
that common right, that the inha- 
bitants of each particular diftrict of a 
country, ihould fhare in the national 
reprefentation, as their numbers re- 
fpectively are proportioned to the 
numbers of the whole people. 

,7. Legiflative elections, according 
to juftice and common right, can only « 
be for a fingle feflion ; becaufe, 
whenever continued for a longer 
period, than thofe, who fince the 
, expiration of that feflion are of years 
competent to vote, are denied their 
right ; and, being governed by men 
whom other perfons. have fet over 
them, they are enflaved. 

Thus, Sir, our rights to an eqnal t 
annual, and unvverfal reprefenta- 



* See the Duke of Richmond's bill; a plan of election drawn by the 
Sub-committee of Weftminfter; Mr. Northcote's corrupt influence re- 
moved; the legiflative rights of the commonality vindicated, and the 
people's barrier. x s 
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lion, are, as I conceive, undeni- 
ably proved * ; and proved to be 
inherent in onr nature, facrcd and 
unalienable. If To, let me afk who 
fhatt prcfume to violate them, and 
to fet up their fanciful ideas of State 
expediency to fuperfede the unalter- 
able laws of God ! — Away, then, 
with triennial parliaments) additional 
knights, and all fuch trumpery ! 
When our whole parliamentary frame 
is rctten, our freedom an abfol'ute 
uxeck, and the waves of tyranny 
threaten it with inftant annihilation, 
to content ourfelvea with flopping 
one leak, while we leave a hundred* 
unclofed, -would be the wifdom of 
infancy or infanity. 

By one and the fame a*c"l, every 
violated principle muft be reftored ; 
a plan, complete in all its parts, 
tnuft be adopted * y nor will a *' mi- 
Tmdt" be neceffary to its fuccefs, 
onlefs it be a miracle for men pro- 
fefiing patriotifm, to yield to deraon- 
firation, and to abftain from violating 
the rights of their fellow citizens. 

I look not into the calendar to fee 
what kind of a new Parliament we 
have gotten t *Tis fufficient for me 
that the greateft part of the founda- 
tions are rotten, and its corner ftones 
laid in iniquity. Scarcely a tythe of 
the people — not<witkfi anting lis Ma- 
jffll's J'peecb — have any (hare in elec- 
tions, and a majority of it are chofen 
by a t<ueo-bundrcd- and fiftieth part of 
them; but it is from this majority 
that his Majciry is to take the fenfe 
of the nation ! As, like yourfelf, Sir, 
'* I expert no miracles," I do not 
look for reformation from fuch a 
Parliament; and lam fomewhat de- 
ceived if fuch a Parliament will con- 
fhrt :o your clipping the wings cf 
imlwrnce, by abolifhing places and 
praiiens, and reftrictmg the expen- 



diture of public money. The chil- 
dren cf corruption are wife in their 
generation, and will laugh you to 
fcorn, if you mould think to gain 
upon them ftep by ftep, vote by vote, 
bill by bill, until you fliall have re- 
ftored the Conftitution. If the ftep 
by ftep movements of patriotifm — of 
oppofition, I mean, ever fmce the 
Revolution, have only placed us far- 
ther and farther from freedom, I fee 
no caufe to truft in fuch a water- 
gruel medicine, for the cure of our 
political diitemper, in . the lad ftage 
of its malignancy. 

A plan, I fay, complete in all its 
parts, and reftoring every violated 
principle, muft be adopted. It muft 
manifeft the perfect difintereftednefs 
of its propofers, it muft free them 
from the moft diftant fufpicion of 
contending for the loaves and fifties 
of office, or coveting inordinate 
power ; and it muft held forth to the 
people their election rights unabridg- 
ed, and power annually to create a 
breach of Legiflature, perfectly in 
their own intereft. * Such is the plan 
in the bill propofed by the Duke of 
Richmond; a bill, which, without 
exception, contains the nobleft de- 
claration of rights that ever came 
before an Engliih Parliament. Let 
the oppofers of corruption unite in 
this plan, and upon this noble ground 
invite the people to meet them ; and 
if they fucceed not, it will then be 
time enough to blame the people for 
wanting fenfe, fpirit, and virtue, and* 
to defpair of the commonwealth. 

But, from obfervations which I 
can depend upon, I am warranted to 
pronounce, that the blame lies not 
at the door of the people. They will 
come forward whenever treated with 
a plain dealing which they can un- 
derftand, and an integrity of which 



# As this doctrine cannot be difproved, it is, it (ecms^ if poffible, to be 
brought into ridicule ; and I find a proilitute buffoon, who is the profefled 
advocate of Miniihy, has, undertaken the talk; but, like the divine 
Socrates, the do&ine ftands forth, and bids the buffoon defiance. 
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£t mall be impoffible to doubt. When 
the^fhall fee clearly to the bottom 
of the bufinefs, and perceive that 
the propofed reformation will eive 
power to thcmfelvcs, and a laffing 
fecurity againft oppreflion or delu- 
sion from any quarter ; while their 
leaders, although made Minifters 
that moment, mall be placed effectu- 
ally under the controul of their 
\freely-chofen and independent re* 
j>refentative$, no in^ance of their 
conduct can be quoted whereon to 
found the flighted fuipicion, tjiat 
they would not venerate fuch lead- 
ers, and carry them triumphantly 
through their generous undertaking. 
To yourfelf ,Sir, to AdmlralKeppel, 
and Mr. Fox, I would particularly 
appeaj for the juftnefsof thisobfer- 
vation. 

I would not infinuate^ that I 
^haik the admirable bill above-men- 
tioned incapable of amendments. It 
may have its trivial defects ; tor a 
mind intent on feving a nation, may 
<eafily overlook trifles ; and were I 
to alter it to my own entire liking, 
I mould add to it the ballot. In- 
. deed, with all the deference I moll 
fenfibly feel for its noble aflthor's 
discernment and judgment, 1 can- 
pot diyeft myfelf of the opinion, 
that the 'ballot is neceflary to free 
elections. If is faid there is fome- 
thing mean and freaking in the idea 
-of an Englishman's not giving his 
vote openly Ifor the candidate he 
molt approves of. In reply, let me 
aik, if it be not fomething worfe, 
if it be not itabbing the coniHtution 
in a vital part, for Engjifhmen 
fublicly to give t^eir votes for can- 
didates they do w/moft approve of, at 
theimperious mil of aMimfter,amaf- 
ter, a landlord, or employer ? and that 
this fpecies of flavery, for want of ft 
ballot, is notorious, and as cxtenfive 
as the wide field of relationfhip in 
thofe feveral refpecls, cannot be de- 
nied.— But when we talk of fneak- 
ingnefs of voting by ballot, we 
ihould recollect that few of us but 



practife it in fotne club or feleft 
fociejy ; and its univerfality in fuch 
elections may well be admitted as a 
proof of its utility. For my own 
pair, I fhould not feel, that at an 
election of a reprefentative, I acted 
inconn^lently with the higheft de- 
gree tf£ human dignity, in giving -z 
fecret fnffrage. Were all men inde- 
pendent in their fortunes, a ballot 
would certainly be unnecefTary : 
but as that is comparatively the cafe 
with-few, why in the name of equity, 
humanity, and mornliry, - fhall we 
lay fnares for men's consciences; and 
expofe the upright to puniihment, 
while the piran and /making fhall 
purchafe favour by their bafenefs? 

Tlvus, Sir, have i laid before you 
my thoughts very freely upon thofe 
rights which I claim for myfelf 
and my fellow citizens, upon th* 
means of unanimity, and upon 
the practicability of thofe re- 
forms which are wantkg to reftore 
the confutation. 

That you may be an inftrument 
in the hands of Pivine Providence to 
bring about an event fo dcfirable, is 
the finccre wilh of, Sir, 
Your xnoft obedient humble fervant, 
John Cartwrioht, 
P> r o<v* 6tS, 1780. 

In Sir <3eorge Savile's Addrefs 
to the freeholders of York, in page 
244, line -8, inftead of, I do intend to 
give my voice, read, I do net intend. 

In page 226, mention h made 
(from the London gazette) of the 
(Capture of the Hon. lienry Laurens ; 
when he landed in England, he was 
brought to J^ndon, and committed 
clofe" prifoner to the Tower. 

Xbc commitment of Mr. Laurens 
to the Tower of London, by the 
three Secretaries of State, runs thus : 

" Thefe arein his Majefty's name, 
to authorize you to receive into your 
cuftody, the perfon of Henry Lau- 
rens, Efq. fent herewith on fufpicion 
of high treafon, whom you are to 
keep fafe until be fhall be delivered 

Uu by 
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fcy due courfe of law: for'fo dping 
this is your warraut. 

Dated at Whitehall, the 6th day 
pf Q&ober, 1780. 

Stobmont. . 

HlI.LSBOR.OUCH. 
G. Gfi-RMiVlN. 

To Charles Earl Cqrnwallis, Con- 
. jlable of the.Tower of London, .' 
or his deputy." 



' ' Hague* New* ^. 

Qn tbe zzth of QQtber bis Higbnefs 
gave the following hpiiee to tbe 
• States of Holland <uuL Wefi^ Frief- 
land* 

«' Noble ami Great Mightineffei, 
<( Sir Jofeph Yorke, Jus Britannic 
Majeity's Ambaflador, having deli- 
vered to me a few days ago, in the 
jiame of the King, his matter, the 
.papers hereto annexed, which were 
found among thofe of I^aureiis, for- 
merly Prefidein of the Congrefs., 
now a flate prisoner at I^ondon, I 
thought it my duty to lay them be T 

•fore your Nqhie*and Great Mighti- 
hefles, that ypn might: take fuch re- 
solutions on. the. fubje&'as to -your 
enlightened wifdom-ftjould appear 
-necefTary. I c^ni«M; r however, ^re- 
frain from .certifying, that I never 
had'any knowledge of any confulte- 
"tions \ being- -held* mveh lefs- an 
authority bejng^given for cpmmenc-. 

, ing a treaty "with .the Colonies of 
North America."^ , 

Upon his HighneOi having been 
thanked forthe^ommunicatipn which 
he had made,, as .well as/or theconti- 

- anal proofs of.his paternal fulicitude, 
and his vigilance for tf>e interefb of 

• the State, and haying afterwards 
taken it into Cheir con federation, that 
the papers in queftlon appeared to 
relate to a certain, private correfpon- 
idenceand fecrernegociation, which 
had- taken place between a Commif- 
fary from the Congrefs of North 
America, and the merchants of 
the city of Amfterdam, authorifed 
by the order and inftruftions of a 
Minifter of tl*e feme city, touching 



the formation of a treaty of eom* 
merce between the Republic and the 
Npr^h American Colonies, the fo-? 
yereigntyand independency of which 
have never been acknowledged by 
this St^te; that their High Mighti- 
nefles have never deliberated in any 
manner for the purpofecf drawing on 
fuch.anegociation, muchlefs has any 
authority or qualification of that kind 
been granted to any perfon what- 
ever: it has been decided ** that 
.copies of the above-mentioned pieces 
Should be fent to the Burgcmafters 
and Magiftrates of the City of Am- 
.fterdam, that they might communi- 
tate their advice upon this fubjett tQ 
their Noble and Great Mightinefles 
as ibon as poflible." 

'In confequence of this notification, 
the venerable Magiftrate of Amfter- 
dam replied on the 25th,. ult.' in the 
following manner : 
*• u Noble and Great Mightiness, 
** To fatisfy tbe refolution and 
nioft refpeftable notification of your 
Noble an,d Great Mightinefles,, by 
which your Noble and Great Migbti- 
nefies have required our advice upon 
the iivis pieces thereto annexed, we 
liave*. not loft any time, but have 
_ replied to it .wijth all poflible cele- 
rity/. , 

" We' have : fir ft the honour to 
obferve, that it is notorious, that In 
J778, the. Britifh Court; by Commif- 
fioners, treated with the Colonies of 
. Korth America, upon the fubjecl: of 
* an accommodation, refpecling the 
troubles fuhfiftiag with the Colonies. 
.That it is no' lefs known that the 
,faid American Colonies have formed 
_ a defenfivc alliance with France^ 
, and have already concluded a treaty 
iof commerce with the fame king- 
dom. That at laft tbe jcaloufy of 
, our neighbours, with regard to na^ 
vigation and commerce, is become 
manifeft; and it is no lefs certain^ 
that on that very account, and par- 
ticularly in the prefent moment, the 
Republic finds itfelf continually ex- 
posed to the difadvantages which 
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muft result to the principal fource of 
its exigence. That in this ftate of 
things, Co long as the Britifh Colo- 
nies of North America are not pub- 
licly acknowledged as independent 
by any of the European powers 
(France alone excepted) it is abfo- 
lutely impoiTible that any delibera- 
tions concerning a regular negocia- 
tion or treaty of commerce, with 
the United States of America, could 
have been commenced* or that any 
introductory proportion could have 
been made to that effect, either by 
the City of Amfterdam, or by any 
other member of the High Govern- 
ment, and that by a neceffafy con- 
fequence no fuch thing could have 
taken place, but as a preparatory 
meafure, to prevent an exclufive 
treaty with other powers, and orrry 
was to have been carried into execu- 
tion when the affair had gained fo 
great a degree of maturity as to have 
Furnifhed the matter for a form of 
deliberation of the ftate, as a propo- 
fal from this city; or in fome other 
manner. 

" The magiftrates of cities, flou- 
rifhing by their commerce, who are 
at the fame time members of the 
integral parts of the fovereignty, 
Would acquit themfetves very in- 
difFerently of their duty both to the 
inhabitants, and with refpect to the 
public caufe, if they were not care- 
ful to feize all occafions that were 
prefented to them, by which they 
of themfelves, might fupport, and 
contribute to the advancement of the 
intereft of national commerce in 
general, and that of their refpective 
cities in particular. 

Thus, Noble and Mighty Lords, 
in confequence of thefe confidera- 
t ions, the Burgqmafters, after having 
been informed that a Commiflioner 
of the Gongrefs of North America 
had made fome overtures to a Dutch 
merchant of Amfterdam, that they 
nad an intention of forming fome 
commercial ties with this Republic, 



compriiirig "oh one part that front 
the circumftance of the United States 
of North America, not having yet 
been acknowledged as an indepen- 
dent ftate, it was impoflible to pre* 
fent to your Noble and Great Mighti- 
neffes any impofitions tending to the 
commencement of a formal negocia- 
tion ; whilft the Burgomaftcrs were 
no lefs perfuaded that on account of 
the jealoufy already dfplajed t and 
continually increafengin the ntighbour- 
ing powers on the fubje3 of the com* 
tnerce and navigation of this country^ 
as well as on account of all the enter* 
prizes undertaken, which are too no- 
torious not to create in them a perpe- 
tual partiality towards the welfare of 
this ftate, and induce them to grant 
on this occofi'ity advantages which 
are not ft ipu fated in t>cati t s of peace 
and commerce ; their indifpenfible 
duty required that they fhould make 
fuch Ufe of the overtures prefented 
by the faid American Commiflioner 
as the fituation of affairs would ad- 
mit. That in the prefent circum- 
ftances they could not do otherwife 
than give as much hope, as the 
1 Burgomafters could actually, at a 
proper time fulfil, and exact, on the 
other hand, every thing that the 
above-mentioned American Com* 
miflioner, and thofe whom he repre- 
fehted, could prortiife. 

" And this laft point was chiefly 
to conftitute the promife, that on at- 
count of the prefent negociaticn of mn 
accommodation with England (under r 
the ftipulation of independence) they 
•were not to promife any exclufive nd* 
vantages refpecling commerce that 
might he detrimental to the Republic 
of the United Provinces ; the Burgo- 
mafters on their parts not being able 
to promife any thing, but that in 
the deliberations of the ftate, which 
might be commenced for forming a 
treaty of commerce (not only be- 
tween the city of Amfterdam and 
the United States of North America, 
but between thofe ftatcs and their. 

Uu2 High 
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Jfi'gh Mightineff«.) ; They, Ca/u 
fuc, in thefe deliberations of the ftate, 
and not in any other, would do all 
in their power for eftablifhing, as 
fion as the independency of North 
America Jhculd be acknowledged by 
England, in the moft advantageous 
manner, the navigation and com- 
merce between the reciprocal States ; 
from whence it naturally refulted, 
that on each fide a plan was pro- 
jected, to which, as far as could 
witlj probability be fbrefeen, the 
refpeciive fovereigns wouJd have 
given their concurrence.. 

" Thefe ideas of the Burgo- 
mafters, which had not folely in 
view the private infreft of the- 
merchants refiding at Amfterdam, 
but that of the commerce, of all the 
Republic in general f ideas which 
befides can hardly be fufpecled of 
originating in adefign to injure, or 
fhew contempt to any member of the 
Supreme Government, fince without 
theirconcurrence and unanimous c6n- 
fent, no treaty could be concluded be- 
tween their High Mightinefles and the 
United States of America, infomuch 
that whatever might be treated of 
before fuch a fancUon was given to 
it, could only be confidered as a 
- Ample project ; in one word r fuch a 
defign might without doubt have 
been conceived by the members of 
the Supreme Government, have 
been laid before the eyes of your 
Noble and Great Mightinefles, and 
there have been propofed as a fub- 
je& of deliberation, without fuch a 
proceeding ever, being difapproved 
of on. the 'part of a member,, or your 
being able to find it improper ; and, 
what is yet mere, it has never be- 
come a queftion, whether or no a 
member of the Supreme Govern- 
ment had occafion for any authority, 
in forming fimilar projecly, and pre- 
ferring them for deliberation. 

From thefe confiderations the Bur- 
gomafters took the refolution of 
employing their moll: ancient Pen- 
gouer to declare in their name to the 



American Commiffioner,. that in cafe 
the negotiation commenced between 
Great Britain and the Congreft of the 
United States of North America, 
did not contain any conditions contrary 
to the advantage of this Republic^ the 
Burgomaftcrs then on their fides, as 
Jbon ax the independency of the States 
fbould have been acknowledged by 
England, would exert their utm*ft 
power that the treaty of commerce 
which kad been projeQed and 'approved 
of, might be agreed to„ and ratified bf 
t^e other co-all/e:.. — That befides this, 
and with their confent, the faid Pen- 
fioner had employed the mercLmt of 
Amfterdam- in queftion,.. to* continue 
the above-mentioned conferenceswifJv 
the faid American Commiffioner, and 
to fbnn with him a plan for a treaty 
§f commerce* which, as foon as th* 
independence in queftion fhould have 
been acknowledged, mijjht have been 1 
propofed as an object tor the delibe- 
ration- of your Noble and Great; 
MightinefTes, by the magiftracy of 
the city of Amfterdam., 

*' Such has been throughout th« 
affair, the conduct of the Burgo- 
masters, and their Minifter ; in which 
they have had evidently no other 
view but that of guarding the com- 
mercial infereft of the Republic ; 
infomuch, that it was in the power 
of any particular member of the go- 
vemment of this province, to have 
fafhioned it fo as to have prevented 
the refult of if: from being the fmall- 
eft dlfadvartfage to any of the other 
members. 

" It is true, that this proceeding 1 
will in all probability difpleafe thofe 
powers, who view the commercial- 
pro'fperity of this country with an. 
unfavourable eye ; but however that 
may be,; we can fcarcely imagine it 
poffible that the members who com- 
pofe the affembly of your Noble and 
Great: Mi ghtineiTes, can confider our 
conduct as a private correfpondence, 
and ftcret negociation, incompatible 
with the , intcreft of the States ; and 
we think, that it may be concluded* 

from: 
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from what has been fated, that the 
Burgomafters in a&ing thus, have 
• not formed any engagement what- 
ever, bat have merely patted a decla- 
ration of what at a proper time, in 
cafe of a regular treaty of commerce 
taking place, they intended fully to 
ratify. 

** As to what concerns the other 
annexed papers, as they confifl en- 
tirely of a correfpondence by letters, 
in which we have no concern, as ap- 
pears manifeftly by the iignatures of 
thofe letters, and to which the above- 

- mentioned declaration, which was fent 
by our moft ancient Penfioner, who 
received our authority for fo doin~, 
to the abovefaid American Commif- 
fioner, bean no reference; as its fole 
object was the forming of the plan 
in queftion, we are not able to give 
any information refpecting them* 

" As we now think that we have 
entirely complied with the refpect- 
able commands of your Noble and 
Great Mightinefles, we imagine that 
we may in confequence expect that 

. your Noble and Great MightinefTes 
will make no difficulty of declaring, 
as foon as poflible, that you are en- 
tirely fatisfied with the information 
we have given you ; and we have the 
greater right to infift upon this, as 
Various reports relative to this af- 
fair have come to cur knowledge ; 
and as no member of the Slate ought 

, *0 fuifer in his character, we can- 
not help- endeavouring to remove 

. thofe falfe impreflions by every means 
in our power, Andbefeeching, noble 
and great Lords,' that the Almighty 
would be pleafed to grant to your 
Noble and Great Mightiness the 
bJeffings of a happy government. 

We are your Noble and Great 
Mightinefles' moft obedient fen ants, 
The Burgomasters 
of Amfkrdam." 
Signed by order, 

J. M. Vak Paest. 

Uagut^ Nov. 12. On the ioth 

inftant Sir Jofeph Yorke prefented to 

tlie States-General a memorial, era* 



cerning the jive papers found-amoug^ 
thofe of Mr. Laurens, late Prefideat 
of the Congrefs ; it is to the follow- 
ing purport; . ' 

" High and Mighty Lsrdj, 
*' The King, mymafier, has, dur* 

, ing the whole courfe of his reign,, 
manifefted the flrongeft defire <( 
maintaining the union that has fub- 
filled for above a 'century between 
him and this Republic. Tins union 
refts on the firm bafis of reciprocal 
intereft ; and, as it ever vva^ known 
lo contribute greatly to the advan- 
tage of both nations, their natu- 
ral enemy has fet to work all the 
engines of politics to deftroy it.—- 
For fome time fuch attempts have- 

. met with but too great a fticceAv 
being countenanced by a faction 
that wifh.es to rule over the whole 
Republic, aftd is ever ready to Sa- 
crifice the public good to its own 
private views. His Majefty fees* 
with no lei's furprize than concern, 
the little regard that has been hitherto 
paid to his reiterated claim of the 
affiftance ftipulated by treaties, aid- 
to the rcmonfirances made ky hii. 
AmbafTador, on the daily inErac"lioaw 
of the moft folemn engagements. 

" The King's moderation has m~ 
daccd las Majefty to look upon the 
conduct of ^your High MightinerTcv 
as the working of a predominant ca- 
bal, and L iliil periuaded that youF 
wifuom and jufticc will dire.61 you oa 
fulfil your engagements towards him, 
and to. mew by all the tenour of yot*' 
future conduct, that you are deter- 
mined to purfue with vigour, the plaa 
fet on foot by the wifdo-n cf your an- 
ceHors ; the only one that can fecuxtf 
the fafety and glory of the Repufc- 
lie. 

u The anfwer your High Migh- 
tinefies will be plcafed to return to* 
the following declaration, which t£e 
underwritten now prefects by expreft 
command of his court r will prove the 
touchier,? cf your intentions ami 
fentiments towards Jus Maje.lv. 
*' For a ic^g tine pa ft his Mijeuy 
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has had numbeflefs fufmifes of the 
dangerous defigns hatched by an-un- 
bridled faction ; but the papers of 
the Sieur LaUrens, -calling hlmfelf 
Prefident of the pretended Cortgfefs^ 
have led* to the difcovery of a plot 
unprecedented in the annals of the 
Republic, It appears by the papers 
alluded to, that the States of Am* 
fterdam have entered into a clandef- 
tine correfpondence with the Ameri* 
can rebels, fo early as the month of 
Augufl, 1 778 ; that inftructions and 
powers have been given by them, for 
the purpofe of entering into a treaty 
of indiffoluble friendfhip with the faid 
rebels, natural fubjefts of a fovereign 
to whom the Republic is joined by 
the ilri&eft ties of friendfhip. The 
authors of this plot do not pretend to 
deny it. They* on the contrary, 
avow and.labour, though in vain, to 
juftify it. In thefe circumftances, 
the King, relying on the equity of 
your High Mightinefles, requires 
that fo irregular a conduct may be 
formally dilayowed, as it is no Iefs 
contrary to your moll facred engage- 
ments, than repugnant to the Dutch 
conftitution'. The King further in- 
fills on fpeedy fatisfaclion, adequate 
to the offence, and the exemplary 
punifhment of the Penfionary Van 
Berkel and his accomplices, as dif- 
turbers of the public peace, and vio* 
laters of the rights of nations. His 
Majefly flatters himfelf that the an- 
f,ver of your High Migh tint -Tcs^ will 
be fpeedy, and to the purpofe in every 
refpeel; but if the contrary mould be 
the cafe, and your High MightinefTes 
fhould refufc to comply with fo juft a 
requeft, or endeavour to pafs it over 
in filence, which will be deemed as 
a denial, the King cannot but look 
on the whole Republic as approving 
ofmifdeeds, which they would refufe 
to difavow or punifh; and in fuch a 
cafe his Majefly will think himfelf 
obliged to take fuch fleps as become 
his dignity, and the interefh of his 
fubjects. 



Written at the Hague, Hov. io£ 
1780. 

Le Chevalier Yorke.'* 



Tranfiation cf an Arret of the Frentb 
Council *f State, for opening a 
Loan by «way of Lottery, re-imburf- 
able in nine years* "Dated at Mat- 
ty the 2Qth of October, 1780* 
Extracted from the Regifters of the 
Council of State, 

The King in -ordef to fupply the 
wants occafioned by the prefent 
circumftances, has thought proper to 
open a loan of thirty-fix millions of 
livres, reimburfable in nine years, 
and confifting of thirty thoufand bills 
or tickets, at the rate of one thou- 
fand and two hundred livres each* 
The fubferibers or lenders will find 
many chances of fortune therein, 
and will, moreover, befecured, even 
in the mofl unfavourable cafe, of 
the reimburfment of their capital 
with an additional fum of three hun- 
dred livres for each ticket. Thefe? 
annual payments, to which his Ma- 
jefly engages himfelf, will be nearly 
balanced by the natural extinction 
of fome other reimburfements, and 
by that of life annuities; fo that 
this loan will in no manner difturb 
the ordinary courfe of operation of 
his Majefly's finances. Which there* 
fore meaning to enact, after having 
heard the report, the King, being 
in his Council, has ordered, and or- 
ders as follows : 

Article I. On the 6th day 
of November next, a loan fliall be? 
opened in the Royal Treafury, at the 
Sieur Micault d'Harvelay's, which 
mall confift in thirty thoufand bills 
or tickets, at the rate of one thou- 
fand and two hundred livres each, 
forming in the whole a capital of 
thirty-Sx millions. 

Art. IL Before the day here 
abovementioned for the public dif- 
tribution, offers will be received 
from fuch perfons as wifh tointerei!: 
tbemkh'es for any confiderable num- 
ber 
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berof tickets; that is to fay/ from 
'one hundred and above, but only 
to the amount of fifteen thoufand 
tickets : and from and after the 6th 
day of November next, the other 
fifteen thoufand tickets fhall be dif- 
tributed, for ready money only, and 
in fmall quantities. 

Art* III. In the month of Ja- 
nuary 1782, the fum of one hundred 
livres fhall be reimburfed or paid 
upon each ticket, and the like fum in 
each of thetwo following years, until 
themonthof January lyS^inclufive ; 
and in the month of January 1785, 
the fum of two hundred livres ihall 
be paid upon each ticket, and the 
like fum in each of the five follow- 
ing years, until the month of Ja- 
nuary 1790 znclufive ; which, in the 
whole, will amount to fifteen hun- 
dred livres each ticket. 

Art. IV. Qn the firft day of 
May next, four thoufand tickets 
fliall be drawn, which tickets ihall 
have part in a lottery of prizfes, that 
fhall be drawn during the laft days 
of the month of September next fol- 
lowing, and which fhall be conform- 
able to the fcheme hereunto an- 
nexed. 

Art. V. During the eight fol- 
: lowing years, that is to fay, from 
1782, until 1789 inclufive, and at 
the fame periods, the number of 
two thoufand tickets fhall be drawn 
every year, which tickets fhall have 
part In a lottery of prizes that fhall 
likewife be drawn tvery year con- 
formable to the fcheme hereunto 
annexed. 

Art. VI. All the tickets which 
Ihall thus be drawn every year to 
have part in the prizes, as well as 
even thofe tickets that fhall have 
gained any of thofe prizes, fhall be 
put again into the wheel, fo that the 
fame ticket fhall have a chance of 
gaining feveral prizes. 

Axt* VII. In order to execute 
the more eafily the difpofitions con- 
tained in the preceding articles, each 
of the faid thirty thoufand bills 
{ball be comppfed of nine reimburf. 



ments or lottery tickets, conform^ 
able to thfe fcheme and form 
hereunto annexed. 
. Art. VIII. All the drawings of 
the tickets and lotteries he/e above- 
mentioned, fhall be made publicly, 
in the great hall of the Hotel de 
Ville (Guild-hall) of Paris, in the 
fame manner, and with tfie fame 
formalities as ufual, in the prefence 
of the Provoft of Merchants (Lord 
Mayor) and the Alderman of the 
faid city. 

Art. IX. All the payments fti- 
pulated by the preceding difpofitions, 
ihall alfo be made publicly, from 
the 1 ft of January every year, by 
the keeper of the Royal Treafury 
for the time being. 
, Art. X. All his Majefty's fub- 
jefts, of what age, fex, quality, 
and condition foever, they may be, 
may intereft themfelves in the faid 
loan ; as alfo all foreigners j his Ma- 
jefty having renounced, and renounc- 
ing by the prefents, in favour of the 
faid foreigner, even in regard to, 
thofe. who are fubjeft to princes and 
ftateswith whom his Majefty at pre- 
fent is, or hereafter may be, at war*, 
to all duties and taxes, difcounts, 
confifcations, and reprifals, which in 
other cafes to him might appertain... 
Done in the Council of State, prefent 
the King's moll excellent Majefty, 
holden at Marly the twenty-ninth 
day of Odlober, one thoufand fevea 
hundred and eighty. 

(Signed) Amblot. 

[The above is declared by the 
Court of France to be the only fum 
which they ihall have occafion to 
raife upon thefubjedls for the fervice 
of the enfuing year.] 

American account of the Battle $f 
Camden* 

Philadelphia, Sept. 12. 

Extra*? of a letter from Gen. Gates 

to the J>rejident of tht Congrefs* 

dated Hilljborough % Aug. zo t 17 80. 

" Sir., 
f * In the deepeft diilrefs andanxiety 
of mind, I am obliged to acquaint 

T JSW 
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'jour Excellency with the defeat of 
the troops under my command. I 
arrive! with the Maryland line, the 
artillery, and the North-Caroling 
wiilitia, on the 13th inftant at Rug- 
Icy, thirteen miles from Camden ; 
look poft there, and was tj\e next 
<tay J6ined by General Stephens, with 
'TOO militia from Virginia; Colonel 
Jrjmptcr, who was ac the Waxaws 
v -ith 400 Sou'h-Caroiina irnliiia, had 
jhc? Sunday before, killed :md taken 
near 300 of the enemy, who were 
petted at the Hanging Rock. This, 
*nd other ilrokes upon the enemy's 
advanced polls, occafioncd their z'A- 
Jmgin all the out-pofts to Camden* 
The 15 th acday-lf^ht I reinforced 
Colonel Suiopter with 300 North - 
Carolfna militia, 100 of the Mary- 
land line, and two threc-poundcrs 
from rWe artillery, having previoufly 
wdered him down to the Waxaws, 
arrd directed, as focn as the reinforce- 
ments joined him, that he fhould pro- 
ceed down the Watcrec, oppofite 
Camden, intercept any {lores coming 
10 the enemy, and particularly the 
troops from Ninety-fix, who were 
J&cwiTe withdrawn from that pofl. — 
This was well executed by Colonel 
5umpter, as his letter in:iofed w2I 
few. 

'* Having communicated my plan 
to the general officers in the after- 
noon of the' 15th inftant, it was re- 
ferred to march at ten at r.ight, to 
take poft in a very advantageous fili- 
ation, wnh a deep creek in front, 
leven miles from Camden ; the heavy 
baggage, &c. being ordered to march 
immediately by the Waxaw road. — 
At ten the army begnn to march in 
the following order: — Colonel Ar- 
snand's legion in front, fupported on 
Iwfli flanks by Colonel Pottcrfield's 
rrgiment, ana the light infantry of 
'five militia, the advanced guard of 
infantry, the Maryland line, with 
their artillery in front of the brigades, 
tfieNcrth'-Carolina militia, the Vir- 
ginia militia, the artillery, &c. and 
-d*e rear guard. Having lurched 



about five miles, the legion waf 
charged by the enemy's cavalry, an<J 
well fnnported on the flanks, a* taey 
were ordered, by Col. Potterfield, 
who beae back the enemy's horfe, 
and was himlclf unfortunately wound- 
ed; but the enemy's infantry ad- 
vancing with a heavy fire, the croops 
in front gave way to the firft Mary- 
land brigade, and a confufion enfued 
which took fome time to regulate.— 
At length, the army was ranged irt 
line of bittie, in the following order: 
Genera? Gift's brigade upon the 
right, with his right ciofc to a fwamp, 
tjie North Carolina militia in tfre 
center, and the Virginia militia, 
with the light infantry and Pottep- 
f eld's corps upon the left ; the artil- 
lery divided to the brigades, and the 
fir ft Maryland brigade as a <:orps d^e 
refers, and to cover the cannon in 
the road, at a proper diftance in the 
rear. Colonel Armand's corps were 
ordered to the left, to fupport the left 
Hank andoppefe the enemy's cavalry. 
At day-lit/ lit the army attacked and 
drove in "our light party in front, 
when I ordered the left to advance- 
and attack the enemy; but to my 
aftonifhmenctheleft wmgand North- 
Carolina militia gave way. General 
Cafwell and myfelf, aftifted by a num- 
ber of officers, did all in our power 
to rally the broken troops, but to no 
purpofe ; for theenemy eoming rouod 
the*left flank cf the Maryland dhri- 
fion, comoleated the rout of the 
whole militia, who left the conti- 
nentals to oppofe the enemy's whole 
force. I endeavoured, with General 
Cafwell r to rally the militia at fome 
diftance, on an advantageous piece 
of ground, but the enemy's cavalry 
continuing to harrafs their rear, they 
ran like a torrent, and bore all be- 
fore them. Hoping yet, that a few 
miles in the rear, they might recover 
from their panic, and again t>e 
brought into order, I continued my 
endeavottr, but this iikewife proved 
in vain. 

" The militia having taken {he 
* wood* 
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wood* in aft direcliom, I concluded 
with General Cafwell, to retire to- 
wards Char*oUc. I gftt here late in 
the night, but reflecting there was 
no proipeft of coffering a force at 
that place, educate to the defence 
of the country, I proceeded udth ali 
pofiible diipatch Irither, to endeavour 
to rail upon fcme plan o£ defence, in 
conjunction with the leg?fla:ti\>e body 
of the iiate. I &all immediately dif- 
patch a flag- to Lord Cornwallb, to 
kno\v the fituation of our grounded, 
and die number and condition of the 
prifoners in his hands.' * 
{lepy ef a Utter f ram Ceh SLtmFTriR, 
t* General G AT B9 % Jattd IVaitrtt. 
Ferry , A^. 15, 1780* 

" Dear Genera!, 
^ I have jnft tin>e to. inform you, 
that early this morning I took pof- 
JSrfionofall the pafs-wuys over the 
Wateree river, from Elksnfes ford bo 
Sir. Wkitcar's ferry, five miles below 
Camden. The enemy had guards 
at many different places upon the ri- 

- yer, all of which were evacuated . lait 
»ight or thi? morning-, and tlje 
guards ordered into Camden r except 
$hofe at Wa^erec Kerry, "which was 
continued otfboth ndes o^the rivta, 
of which the guard apon ' the weft fide 
was furprized by a part/' of my men, 

-who killed feven and toolt/ about 3*0 
prifoners, among which, was Col. 
Gary, the commander, "'together 

• with 3$ waggons, loaded "with corn, 

mm, &c. alia a number of fcorfes:; 
the boats' are all tfpon the* oppofite 

-fide of the river, the ground' "ttpon 
this fide is very bad, the enemy keep 
ftp a conftant fire, but I have receiyed 

.no damage yet. I intend to ke&I 

< poffemon if I can, nntil I am honour- 
ed with your Excellency's further 
command. I fhould not havVbcen 

-fo precipitatein my movements, but 
fbreraw the exceffive disadvantage 
that would refutt from their having 

:the communication open, whereby 

,$heyw«re coniiantly receiving both 
|nen and provifions* 

/•Vol. X. 



, •* The number of troops, regakrs 

I mean, da not exceed 2,000, and 
not as many as 1,000 of she. mit&a, 
who are generally .ackiy and much 
diff rritcd - f there is a reinforcement 
faid to be upon the road from tows, 
which v$l arrive in two days, the 
number about coo. 

**■ As foon as poiEMe will gbe 70a 
an accoent of what h paflrng. 
I am, dear Genera!, 
with the greatest refpect, 
Your Excellency** soo& obedient 
hamble Servant, 

TilOMAS SBMFTEi„*' 
Hh ExctJIenry Gjtner^l G«;//. 

" P. S. I have the pleafore tp 
inform your Excellency, that I have 
this intent made about 70 prifoaers, 
all Sridih, fix waggons, baggage, &*. 
juft from Kinet y-fcx, many of the pri- 
fouers are fick." 
Rxia& fif a later fr&m G*wm*r 

N^SH fc t9 the &ehgxtts if Karxk- 

CerUina* dated HittJl*rQ*gb % d»g* 

?3t *?*<*- 

*' Since out late defeat near Cam- 
Am, J delayed writing till I could 
give yon feme; certain account of 
that nnhappy affair. The militia, 
except one North- Carolina regiment 
commanded on the occasion by CoL 
-i^on, of the regulars, gave way on 
the firft £re, and fled with the utmoft 
precipitation. The regulars and the 
regiment jnft meptioned', bravely 
•ftootf and pufhed bayonets to the JafL 
By the desertion of the militia, the 
enemy were able to turn the left of 
the {landing troops, and tp bend 
their whole- force againil them. The 
confii£t was obfiinate and bloody, 
-and bfted for fifteen minutes. After 
o,nr briave troops had rett.-eated from 
the ground, they were fierceiy charg- 
ed by a party of £riti$ hoHe, whom 
they repulfcd ; and, to their immor- 
tal honour, made goo4 their retreat. 
General Cafwell has fcnt inaffag, 
and a furgeon to attend the wounded. 
As yetwe have no particular accowut 
of the fate of the mining, except a 

X x ' icw 
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few principal officers, among thefe is 
the Baron de Kalb, faidto bemor- 
tallywounded. Generals Gift, Small- 
wood, Stephens, Rutherford, But- 
ler, and Gregory are fafe, fo is Col. 
Gunby, who was faidto be killed. — 
To add to our misfortunes, Colonel 
Sumpter, who the day before the 
action captured a party of the Britifh 
with 40 waggons, was the day after 
the a&ion overtaken and furpriied 
Bear the Hanging-Rock, by a party 
Of the Britifh horfe. They came on 
him fo unprepared, as to oblige him 
*nd his men to fly to the woods, leav- 
ing their prifoners, waggons, and 
even their arms behind them. Gen. 
Stephens writes to General Gates, 
that he has collected between feven 
and eight hundred of Virginia militia 
• and ftate troops. Gen. Cafwellmadea 
itand at Charlotte, near the boundary 
' iine, and called in upwards of 1,000 
4refc men. Thefe he added to Col. 
•Sumpter's party of about 700, and 
gave him the command of the whole, 
.whilft he came here. - I have ordered 
out three regiments from this diftrift, 
and mean to put them under the com- 
jnand of General Sumner, and the 
officers of the three regular regiments 
of this State, fo that I hope in a few 
(days we (hall he able to afiumc a tole- 
rablegood countenance." 
Extra A 0/ a letter from General 
Oaths'"/* the PreJidentofCongrrfs* 
dated Hilljfareugb, Aug* 30, 1780. 

" Sir, 
«• I have the honour to endofe to 
your Excellency, for the perufal of 
Congrefs, my letter of this date to 
•General Wafhihgton. 
ExtraQ from the enchfed letter to Ge- 
neral W a shington, dated Hiilj~ 
btrougb, Aug, 30,. 1780. 
«« Since my public letter to Con- 
grefs, I have been able to cojleft an-. 
thentic returns of the killed, wounded 
<and miffing of the officers of the Ma- 
ryland line, Delaware regiment, ar-, 
fillerifts, and thofe of the legion un* 
dcr Colonsl Ariaand, They aje eg. 
Slofed, 



*' The militia broke fo early in 
the day, and fcattered in fo many di- 
rections upon their retreat, that very 
few have fallen into the hands of the 
enemy-. — By the firmnefs and bravery 
of the continental troops the victory 
is far from being bloodlefs-xm the part 
of the foe, they having upwards of 
coo men, with officers in proportion, 
killed and wounded. Lord Corn- 
wallis remained with his army at 
Camden, when I received the laft 
accounts from thence. Two days 
after the action of the 16th, fortune 
feemed determined to continue to 
diftrefs us; for Colonel Sumpter, 
having marched near 40 .miles up the" 
river Wateree, halted with the wag- 
gons and prifoners he had tal^en 
on the 15th. By fome indifcretien* 
the men were furprized, cut off from* 
their arms, the whole routed, and 
the waggons and prifoners re-taken. 
Colonel Sumpter, fince his. furprize 
and defeat up the weft fide of the Wa- 
teree, has rein it a ted and encreafed 
his corps to upwards of ieoo men.— 
I have directed him to continue to 
harrafs the enemy upon, that fide; 
Lord Cornwall is will therefore be 
cautious how hemakes any condfierr- 
able movement to the eaftward, while 
this corps remains in, force upon his 
left flank, and the main army is in a 
manner cantoned in- his front.— 
Anxious for the public good, I (hall 
continue my unwearied; endeavour* 
to flop the progrefs of. the enemy,, 
to rei n ftate our affairs , to recommence^ 
an oifenfive war, and recover our lof- 
fes in thefe Southern States. 

The enclofed return is as follows t 
Lip of the Continental officers killed, 
/ captivated t , nvvunded and miffing^ 

in the afiionsAf the ibtb and xfSb 

ef*A*guft i% 1 7 go. , . 

Killed. - The Honourable Major- 
general the Baron deKalb; Capt, 
Williams^ ,6th Maryland regiment ; 
Capt; £>uvall, *d ditto;* Lieutenant 
Donovan,, 6th ditto ; v Lt f and Adj. 
Coleman, artillery.. 

Wounded. Capt. Somervell, 6th 
. '. Maryland, 
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Maryland regiment; Gibfon, 5th 
do. Roan, Virginia State artillery ;. 
Lieut. Duvall, 3d Maryland regt. 
Se:irs, do. Enfign Fickle, 7th. 

Prifoners. Lieut. Col. Wool- 
ford, 5th Maryland regt. wounded ; 
Lieut. Col. Vaughan, Delaware ; 
Lieut. Col. Potterfield, Virginia 
State, wotmded; Lieut. Col. Du 
Bufon, A. D. Camp Gerald Kalb , 
do. Majors Winder, ill Maryland 
regiment ; Pcnton, Delaware regi- 
ment ; Pinckney, A. D.Camp Ge- 
neral Gates, wounded ; Captains 
Brice, 3d Maryland regt ; Hoops, 
cth do. Lynch 5th, Hamilton 5th, 
Hard man 2d, wounded ; Smith, 3d, 
do. Dorfet artillery do. Lieutenant 
Srnne, legion, do. Rhoads. Dela- 
ware regiment ; Lamout, do. Capt. 
Lieut. Waters, artillery; Lt. Shoe- 
maker, 4th ; Maryland regiment, 
wounded; Hanfon, 4th, do. do. 
Norris, 6th do. do. Wallace artil- 
lery ; Foot legion ; Mofely, artillery ; 
Doll, Delaware regt. Skillington, 
do. Lt. and Adj. Penvie, do. Ea- 
fjgns, Burgis, 4th Maryland regt. 
Roach Delaware, regiment.. Volun- 
teers, Nelfon, 6th Maryland regi- 
ment, wounded, Rutledge, 4th do. 

Mifline. Captains Morris, 7th 
Maryland regiment, wounded, Gaf- 
fay, 2d do. Lieut. Gaflaway, 2d do. 
Captain Meredith, artillery, Capt, 
Lieut. Blair, do. 

" Sir, 
, ** The above is the moft accurate 
return at prefent — thofe who have 
received flight contufions, which do 
not hinder their doing duty, are not 
included. 
- Your moft dbedtent humble fervant, 

O. H. Williams, 
Hill/borough, 'Aug, 29, 1 780. 

" N. B. Seven hundred non- 

cotnmiffioned officers and foldiers of 

the Maryland divifion have rejoined 

the army. Afl exacY return thereof 

fiiaH be fent by thfr next conveyance, 

HoftATio Gates.-'* 

Publifhed by order of Congtefc, 

- Charles Thomson, Sec. 



Arw-lW, Sept. $> The folio** 
ing account may be depended on :— . 
At the fort now called fort Ranfa* 
laer, Sir John Johnfoa and Captain 
Brant have burnt 51 houfes 
42 barns 
17 killed 
' 5 a prifoners. 

At Schoharie (burnt) 27 houfes 

) t . -7 killed - 

21 prifoners* 

At Norman's Creek (burnt} 20 houfea 

Total of the rebel lofs at the above 

three places. Houfes and barns 

burnt 140; killed 24; prifoners 73* 

Philadelphia* Auguft, 12. 
In Congrefi, June, 25, 1780. 

Whereas it has been reported, in 
order to feduce the States of South- 
Carolina and Georgia from their 
allegiance to there United States, that 
a treaty of peace between America 
and Great-Britain was about to take 
place, in which thofe two State* 
would be ceded to Great-Britain; 

Refolved unanimously, That the? 
faid report is infidious, and utterly 
void of foundation ; that this confe- 
deracy is moft facredly pledged tc^ 
fupport the liberty and independency 
of every one of its membert, and, iri 
a firm reliance on the divine bleffing, 
will unremittingly perfevere in their 
exertions forthe eftebliihment of the 
fame, and for the recovery and pre- 
servation of any and every part of 
thefe United States, that hafe been, 
or may hereafter be invaded or pof- 
feffed by the common enemy. 

Extract from the minutes, 

Charles Thomsqr, See, 

Extras of a letter from Philadelphia* 
Aug ; 50. 

«« Congrefs has lately paired fede- 
ral refolutions, tending to fupjport 
the credit of the new bills, viz. To 
call in and deftrojr all die continental 
immediately ; to lay a tax, to be col- 
lected forthwith, in new bills, or -fil- 
ter or gold, of three millions of doj* 
lars, to be applied to pay debts and 

X x a intercft 
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intereft of loans; Imd recommend- 
ing to the States not to emit bilk on 
their own credit, lb as to have more 
in circulation at any one time, than 
their quota of the ten rnDitons of 
dollars: that what any State has 
emitted, be accounted part of titlr 
quota of the fum recommended by 
Congfefs on the iSth of March fcaft* 
They have alfo agreed to make up 



the depreciation on debt? for fu^M 
plies fnrnilhcd the .army, ire" 



Reg. 
i. 

2. 

6. 
7- 

*3- 
*S- 
3o- 
34* 
39* 

P: 

57- 
5 «. 



*4- 

16. 

•7- 

iS. 
19. 
20. 
21. 



27- 

28. 
29. 

4>- 
4*- 
43- 

44- 

46.. 

47- 



£«*/«*/ AW 20. A gent!enran 
lately arrived from America has 
brought the following lift of the A me* 
rican forces, and the places where 
they were Rationed on the ill of Sep- 
tember, 1 7 80. The UA is publiihed 
ky the authority of Congreis. 
A lijt if the Land Farca ef 4 be UmmcJ $t*(*s tjf Amtrittx* 
With General Washington, and in U»e jarovincc of New- York* 



Commanders 
Putnam — 
Thomas^ — — 
Warner — 
Wilcox 



Raymond — 

Field > 

Pain — - 
Timmons — 
Bafhaw 



M'Donnel 
Foard — 
Minetom 
M'Dowel 
Wilmot 



Men 
Sio 

75* 
S04 

760 

669 

624 

900 

696 

94 6 

57 6 
680 
695 

59 s 



Reg. 
6z. 

63- 
73- 
74- 
92. 

S3- 
94- 

95- 

109. 

121. 

123. 

'34- 
136. 



Commanders 

Madden — 

O'Hara 

ThraJe — 
Rimraonds 
O 'Madden 

H U nt 

Faint — 



Lee — — — 
WaJhington — 
Sams ■ 



Sterling — 

Crofleys — 
Edmonds — — 

Gannon — 

Lawlba 

Sands ■ ' 

Manders — 

Total, 28 reg'iments 22,591 men. 

In Virginia. 



690 
800 
701 
677 

660 



Webfter 

Shenrey — t- — 
Dkkenfon — — 700 

Cadwall 1 — — 664 

Gaynor — 790 

Total, 16 regiments- 
In Bollon, and in the Province of Maflachufett's Bay. 



.' 22. 
3«- 
3*- 
78. 



70- 
80. 

112. 

113. 



Arnold ■ ■ ■ 
Swan — — 
M'Cabe 
Whight — 
Waringan 
Wilding 
Orm&on 
Naihe 
-11,108 men. 



Men 

8x9 

1000 

7$8 
7S1 ' 
1000 
900 
850 
956 
750 

KOOO 

654 

910 

3O00 

lOOO 



646 
908 

544 
569 



Byrne 
Williams - 

Grigg — — 
Faltam — 
Hewitt 
Ryan *-— 
Hamilton 
Thompfon 
Hartley - 
Swafli : — 
Poifom 
Willctt * 



*94 

— 850 
— X700 

— 660 
700 
699 

99° 

800 

g 

700 

$74 



53- 
54- 

ft" 
65. 

66. 

6;. 

68. 

69. 

7°v 

7«« 

? 2. 



Pierfon 

Daly , 

Savage — 

Pendergrais 

Flood 

Lucas — ■— 

Mayor — 

Barrow 

Hiry 



Thoranton 

Waifh 

Hume 
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50. 
5*. 



3- 
40. 

76, 



Hodfoa ■ 

Lamb ik — 

We« ' — 

Hammond — 
Total 

Wefcerft . 

Gardiner — ■ — 
Upton — 
Haley — — 
Swamp - 
Handley 



35- 
36. 
37- 



82. 




0*Mara 



Hope 

Smith — 
Talbot - 



--24,993 men. 



!archui£ towards Canada. 



33* 
J 14. 



X42* 



.3*- 
12;. 

*37- 



«6. 
97- 






Pemberton — ■ 

Herdar ■ 
' Gordon — ■ 
GTaivd — 
Weftema — 
Moore ■ 

Total, 



Rooirty 

Schalxn 
Rogen 



Slake 

Bryan 
Power - 
Mitts 
Collier 
* Daniel 
Total, iz regiments — —9,085 *meau 
In Annapolis. 



£4.0 
fax 
49S 
99° 

954 

664. 



1^9. 

130. 

140. 
141. 



Marine — - 
Pompat 
Pens — 
Xemon — 
Hntchinipn 
Templeton 



j 3 8, Naughton 



1 2 regiments 9?*44 men. 

In North-Carolina. 

Soo I 1 -19. Molloy 
j 20. Dermot 

148. Pungoe 

149. Peniland 




Total, 8 regiments 5,327 men. 

Marching from South to North-Carolina. 
X) um .. — ^94] r *6- M*Nab — 

Blofs — " '_. looo' 117. Tubber 

Dawfon — — 910 j 150. Punchard - 

Total, 6 regiments- 5,241 men* 

In Georgia. 



Tuney — S81 

Hampden — — 805 

M'Guire — . — j6$ 
Total, 6 



Nell 

Nuns 
.Archer 



145. Ablbm — 

146. Hobottg — 
347. Thompfba - 

regiments- — 5,335 men. 
In Kent. 



— 74<* 

— ^01 

— 66b 



138. 
J39. 



Uircher 
Downing 



Total, 5 regiments 3>$57 ^en- 

la Pennsylvania. 
' Newconrb — — 969 J 98. Fitzpatrick 
Halfpenny — — 974 | 99. Xing •«— 

Total, 4 regiments -3,732 maju 

In Albany. - 
Hancock * — — 1100 1 aoz, JRowIan — 

Soval ' — 999 I 124. Walk '- 

Total, 4 regiments 3,831 mea* 



3i» 

9*4 



*54 

954 
Jp5» 

,96* 

7^ 

754 



774 
774 
78f 

744 



.19*. 

^00 



£4! 



•621 
1611 



754 

2009 



889 

909 

S6S 
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In Connecticut. 
OTJermot — — 991 | 91. Fay - 

Adam* — 883 | 

Total, 3 regiments 2*519 men. 

In New-Jerfey. 

4. Pribble — 790 | iz. Simmons 

Total, 2 regiments 1,656 men. 

In Rhode-Ifland* 



■50* 



— — . 640 



-* — ■ S6o> 



10% 
II. 



*3- 



{ackfbn — — 658 86. Warns — 
hilllps — — 770 87. Broom 

Wilfoft — < — 721 88. Handle 

Total, 6 regiments 4,271 men. 

In Philadelphia. 

Cox — ■ — 784 ( 40. • Cfibfbn — 

Total,, 2 regiments 1695 men. 



716 

716 
690 



— 9 1 * 



no. 

T'cta t Infantry, 

Regiments Stations 
28 With Gen. Wafliington , 
and in New- York 
16 In Virginia — 
33 In Bofton and Mafia- 7 
chufett's Bay 5 

tz MarchingtowardsCa-7 
nada — — J 
12 In Animpolif — 
8 In North-Carolina 
6 Marching from S. to 7 
North-CaroKna J 

6 In Georgia . — — 
* 5 In Kent — — — 
4 In Pennfylvania — 

4 In Albany — . 

3 in Coimedicut — 
2 In New-Jerfey — 
6 In Rhode- Ifland — 
2 
I 



In New-London 
Powell 



Men 
} 2 M9i 

11,168 



In Philadelphia - 
In New-London 



H>993 

9»P^3 

9»*44 
5.3^7 

5»24i 

5>335 
3.S57 
3.732 
3.*3» 
M'9 
2,6co 

4,271 
1,695 

800 



448 n?»i77 

N, B. There is no mention in 

the above lift of the 9th and 133d 

regiments. 

. Befides thefe infantry, there are 

aow with General Wamington, 
2 Regiments of artillery 803 
2 Regiments of Huflfars . 1234 

Making together 2037 
In Virginia, 1 reg. of artil- r 
]*ry, of — I 



402 



— 800 

In Canada, i reg* ditto 490 

In N. Carolina, 1 reg. diftc* 410 
In Pennfylvania, X reg. ditto 490 
Ditto, 1 reg. Huflars 608 

In N. London; 1 reg. artillery 120 
In the Lower Countries, ; 7 *. 

reg. ditto " 3 po ^ 

In fundry places — 500 



*"*]«* 



9 Reg. of. artillery 
3 Reg. of.Huffars. 1,842 
Provincial Militta- 
New-York x - - 36,60c* 
Virginia - - 60,00a 

Georgia - * 1 0,00c* 

North-Carolina - 7 17,006 
South- Carolina - - , 20,006 
Pennfylvania - 3Moa 

Connecticut - - - 30,000 
Rhode-Ifland - - - 21,60a 
New-Jerfey - - 25,500 

Maflachuflett's Bay - - . 39,990 
New-London - - 26,10* 
Hampshire - - * -17,760 
Lower Cot*ntrie$ - ' - ' * 20,cxScr 
Maryland » * 40,06* 

Total Wifitia, 395,5^. 

Cavalry. 

i Reg. with Gen. Waftington 50a 

1 Ditto rn Pennfylvania 50a 

2 Ditto in New-Jerfey 96^ 



&s*afitw?*tk*, 
Foot regular troops 



X56JT 

Amllcrf 
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Artillery 
Huflars 

Militia 
Horie 



395>59<> 
1,969 



Total force 517,700 
Compared \vith ; the general re- 
turns made to Cohgrefs this Jirft of 
Sept, 1780, * ' 
: G4 Ingersol, Mufter-Mafter- 
' * General. 



From the London Gazette, 
Whitehall Nov. 14, 1780. • 
•Copy of a letter from Sir Henry 
Clinton, K. B.to L'rdGzoRGZ 
Germain, cue of bit Majefy's 
'Principal FecretarUs of State, re- 
tei*ved by Capt* Sr. George, one 
ef Sir Hekry Clinton'/ Jids 
de Campt <w bo arrived from Neiu- 
Y&rk in the Fortunee frigate, 

to*v-York> 08. 12, 1780. 
My Lord, 
Inmy ft: parate letters cfyefterday's 
date, \ haU the honour of informing 
your I^ordfmp, that the American 
tylajor-generai ;Arnold had quitted 
the rebel fervice, and joined the 
XingYflandard; and I at the fame 
time gave your Lordihip a circum- 
itantial detail of the reakms that in- 
duced him to take this fiep, as well 
: as of the unfortunate failure of a plan 
which I had the moil fanguine hopes, 
if carried into execution, would have 
•been productive of the greateit good 
<onfeqyences to his Majeily-'s fervice, 
but which terminated moil fatally for 
Major Andreemy Adjutant-General, 
who, being taken prifoner, was tried 
by a board of Rebel General Officers, 
_and condemned by their fentence to 
fuffer death; which fefctence was or- 
dered, by the Rebel General Wafliing- 
ton to ; be.caitied into execution up- 
on this unhappy gentleman on the 
ad inltanu I fincerely lament the 
melancholy fate of the officer, who 
was a very valuable .afliflant to me, 
and promifed to be an honour to his 
country, as well as aa ornament to 
)xis prpfeffion. 



I had the honour to tntnfinit to 
your Lordfhip, in my difpatch, mark- 
ed 104, a copy of the inftru&ionsl 
propofed giving to Major-general 
Leflie, whom 1 had appointed to 
command the expedition to Chefa- 
peak, in order that your Lordihip 
might be informed as to the principal 
objects of it. 

This expedition will certainly -fall 
the/firrt favourable wind, troops hav- 
ing been embarked for fome days, 
and every neceffary arrangement 
made for that purpofe. 

Your Lordfhip will receive here- 
with a Hate of the troops under my 
command of the iftinflant, together 
with a distribution of the fame as 
they Hood on the 6th of that monti. 
I have the honour to be, 
with the greatell refpeft, 

Your Lordfhip's moll obedient, 
and moil humble fervant, 
, (Signed) H. Clinton 

Admiralty -Office -, Nov. 14, 1783. 
CaptainBrilbane, late commander of 
his Majeily's mip Alcide, arrived at 
this office yeflerday with difpatches 
from Admiral Sir George Brvdges 
Rodney and Viee-Admiral Arbuth- 
not, giving an account of the arrival 
of the former at New- York on the 
14th of September laft, with 11 fajl 
of the line of battle mips and four fri- 
gates, and of his having taken upon 
him trfe command of his Majeiiy's 
fhipsonthatftation. 
E*tra3 of a Utter from Vice- Admiral 

Arbuthnot to Mr. Stephens,, 

dated on board tht Royal OaA y <of 

fea, Ocl, 17, 1780. 

Having accidentally fallen in with 
the Fortunee, under the orders of 
Admiral Sir George Rodney to pro- 
ceed to England, I avail myfelf of, 
the opportunity to acquaint you, for 
their Lordfhips information, that I 
put to fea with this fquadron from 
Gardiner's Bay on the loth inftant, 
intending to cruize between the eaii 
of Long-Ifland and Nantucket Ihoals; 
but, on the 14th. falling in with the 
tranfports and victuallers under the 

*fcor* 
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ffcprt of tKe Hy*na, (from which 
-the Adamant had feparated a Few- 
days} I fudged it expedient, an ac- 
count of the numbers of rebel priva- 
teere fitted out to intercept it, to fee 
tfcei»off Sartdy-Hook^ T-vhich they 
•utered yeftte'rday. " 

Earn now proceeding- to- refurae the 
ttuizing ftatioii before-mentioned. 

The^CnevaljerdeTernay and hi* 
ifjuadron yet remain at Rhode-Ifland- 

Th-e-fquad'ron under my command 
* xsir* the belt order,, and ready for 
any feyvicff^ 

* Six prrvatemv mourrtiag so-gurrsv 
and manned by ur>waid of 700 fea- 
merr r have heerr,, fince* my lall, car>- 
flUred from the rebels by Jus Majeny's. 
■•ruizers, andcarriedinto New- York; 
and this, day, after a chace from the 
ffcuadron r hy fignats, for fee hours r 
At Chlloden came up with and'toolc 
the privateer fmp Wafhington, of 
Ifofton, mounting zo fix pounders* 

Qn il*e 30th uTt. the Peart, being off" 
Bermuda, fell in with- the French fri- 
gate L.'Efperarfce r of z& twelve poun- 
Aers,. which after arr a&ion of two 
Hours ftriack to the- fuperior gallantry' 
and good condu&ofCapt* Montague. 
The prize arrived sJL New-York two. 
days ago.. 

For; the particulars of the above- 
mentioned action fee the following 
«xtK»£V'c£ Cap*. George Montague's- 
ftrttecto Admiral Sir George Rrydges. 
Rodney, dated o£ New-York, G&. 

ExtraB of aletter fr&*C*£t. George 
MofiiT.AG.UE. cf his Majefty's foip 
Pearly to Sir George Brydses 
Ro»ni r. 

On- the jotfr of September we feJF 
5* with a French- fhip r who engaged 
trrcfbfe fbrtwohoors, and maintained 
ahrutming; fight for two hours and an 
flalf more, wherr me ftruck. She 
pnoved to be L'Efperarece, from Cape 
Jfran^pis, bound to Rourdeaax, a 
frigate belonging- to the King, but 
folded by; the merchants* and havings 



only a letter of marque, mamttfng 
z& twelve pounders on her main-deck* 
and two fix pounders on her quarter-- 
deck j with J73 men*: (be had 2^ 
killed and 2^ wounded. I think it 
it a juftice due to the" Captain to Cay^ 
that he defended his fnip with great 
bravery. The Pearl had £x &>e» 
killed and ten wounded;: among the 
former was firlt Iieuteijast Fou4ke of 
Marines, and the latter Mr .I^unhar* 
m-after- 

Yhe very coal and determined be- 
PutViour of the ouicfers-and fhip's com- 
pany meritr my mpftfincere acknow*-^ 
ledgements. 

^Bm fntitFwin-j is General AfclfO-RD^'V 

Astdrgfs tti tht Inhabitants of Awe- 

rica f taken from the New York. 

Gazette, a*d ddied at that cit^ 

Mv. 1*, I780I" * *" 

iC Fo the Inhabitants ef America- 
'** t fhould forfeit* even in my 
own opLniory the place 1 have f& 
long held in yours, if Leonid fee irr-' 
different to your approbation^ and 
filent o*> the motives which Ikave in*- 
duced me to join the King'sarms. * 

** A very few wcfrdsTiowever fhaff 
fuiftce upon: a fubject fa perfbrtal-i. 
for to the thoufandsrwho foffer &ndes 
the tyranny of the ofurpets in the 
revolted provinces/ as well as to- the 
great multitude who have long; wifh- 
ed for its fuhVerJion; this instance of 
my conduct can want revindication 
and as to the cla& of men ' who we 
criminally protraftmg the war from 
finifter views, at the expence of the^ 
pcbKc intereil^ I prefer therre'eomity 
to their applaufe. I ai», theFefore^' 
only concerned in this addrefs, to ex- 
plain myfelf to fuch of my country- 
men,: as* want abilities or opportuni- 
ties tcv deteil the artiiicesby whkh 
they are duped. * ■ ' 

**> Having fcmght by yovr ^de 
when the love of cmr country animat- 
ed otir arms, I (hall expeft, from 
yourjuftice and candour, wltat your 
dectivess, wittt mo*e* art and lefs 
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nonefty, will find it ihconfiftent with 
their own views to admit. 

" When I quitted domeflic hap- 
pinefs for the perils of the field; I 
conceived the rights of my coun- 
try in danger, and that duty and 
honour called me to her defence. A 
redrefs of grievances was my only 
bbjedr. and aim ; however I acquiefced 
in a ilep which I thought precipitate^ 
the declaration of independence : to 
juilify this meafure many plaufible 
reafons were urged, which could no 
longer exift, when Great Britain, 
with the open arms of a parent, of- 
fered to embrace us as children, and 
grant the wifhed-for redrefs. 

"And now that the worft enemies 
are in her* own boTomv I mould 
change my principles, if I confpired 
"with their dcfigns : yourfelves being 
judges, Was the war the lefs juft, be- 
cause fellow-fubje&s were confidered 
as our foe ? You have felt the tor- 
ture in which we raifed our arms 
againft a brother. God incline the 
guilty protectors of thefe unnatural 
diflcnfions to refign their ambition, 
and ccafe from their delufions, in 
companion to kindred blood* 

" I anticipate your queftion, Was 
not the war a defertfive one until the 
French joined in the combination ? 
I anfwer, that I thought fo. Vou 
will add, Was it not afterwards ne- 
ceflkry, till the feparationof the Bri- 
tifh empire was complete ? By no 
means ; in contending for the wel- 
fare of my country, I am free to de- 
clare my opinion, that this end at- 
tained, all ftrife mould have ceafed. 

" I lamented therefore the impo- 
licy, tyranny, and injuftice, which, 
with a fovereign contempt of the peo- 
ple of America, ftudioufly negle&ed 
to take their collective fentiments of 
* the Britifh propofals of peace, and to 
negociate, under a fufpenfion of 
arms, for an adjuftment of differen- 
ces ; I lamented it as a dangerous 
facrifice of the great interefts of this 
•ountry to . the partial views of a 



proud, anticnt and crafty foe; I 
had my fufpicions of fome imperfec- 
tions in our councils, on propofals 
prior to the parliamentary cornmif* 
fionof 1778 ; but having then lefs to 
do in the Cabinet than the field* I 
will not pronounce peremptorily as 
fome may, and perhaps jufily, that 
Congrefs have veiled them from the 
public eye; I continued to be guid- 
ed in the negligent confidence of a 
foldier. But the whole world faw, 
and all America confeffed, that the 
overtures of the fecond commifliori 
exceeded our.wifhes and expectations, 
and if there Was any fufpicionof the 
national liberality, it arofe from its 
excefs. 

" Do any believe we were at that 
time really entangled by art alliance 
with France? unfortunate decep- 
tion ! they have been duped by a 
virtuous credulity, in the incautious 
moments of intemperate paflion, to* 
give up their felicity to ferve a na- 
tion wanting both the will and the 
power to protect us, and aiming at 
the deftruclion both of the mother 
country and the provinces* In the 
plainnefs of common fenfe, for I 
pretend to no cafuiftry, did the pre- 
tended treaty of the Court of Ver- 
failles, amount to more than an over- 
ture to America? Certainly not, be- 
caufe no authority had been given 
by the people to conclude it, nor to 
this very hour have they authorifed 
its ratification . The article* of con- 
federation remain ftill unfigned. 

" In the firm perfuafion therefore, 
that the private judgment of an in- 
dividual citizen of this country is as 
free from all conventional reitraints, 
fince as before the infidious offers of 
France, I preferred thofe from Great 
Britain ; thinking it infinitely wifer 
and fafer to cad my confidence upon 
her juftice and generofity, than to 
trufl a monarchy tco feeble to eftablilh 
your independency, fo perilous to 
her diftant dominions; the enemy 
of the Proteftant faith, andiraudu- 
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lently Avowing an affe&ion for the 
liberties of mankind, while (he holds 
her native fons in vafTalage and 
chains. 

'* I affe£t no diiguife, and there- 
fore frankly declare, that in thefe 
principles I had determined to retain 
my arms and command for an op- 
portunity to furrender them to Great 
Britain ; and in concerting the mea- 
fures for a purpofe, in my opinion, 
as grateful as it would have been 
beneficial to my country, I was.only 
folicitous to accomplifh an event of 
decifive importance, and to prevent 
as much as poflible, in the execution 
of it, the eifufion of blood. 

" With the higheit fatisfaftion I 
b«ar tellimony to old fellow fol- 
diers and citizens, that I find folid 
ground to rely upon the clemency of 
our Sovereign, and abundant con- 
viction that it is the generous inten- 
tion of Great Britain not only to 
* leave the rights and privileges of the 
. colonies unimpaired, together with 
their perpetual exemption from taxa- 
tion, but to fuperadd fuch further 
benefits as may confifl with the com- 
mon prosperity of the empire. In 
fhort, I fought for much lefs than 
the parent country is as willing to 
grant to her colonies as they can be 
to receive or enjoy. 

*' Some may think I continued 
in the druggie of thefe unhappy days 
t«0 long, and others that I quitted 
it too Joon.— To the firit I reply, 
that I did not fee with their cy€s, 
nor perhaps had fo favourable a fi- 
tuatinn to look from, and that to 
our common matter I am willing to 
fbnd or fall. In behalf of the can- 
did among the latter, fome of Whom 
I believe ferye blindly, but honeflly 
— in the binds I have left, I pray 
God to give them all the lights re- 
el uifite to their own fafety before it is 
too late; and with refpe£t to that 
herd of cenfurers, vvhofe enmity to 
me originates in their hatred to the 
principles by which I am now led to 



devote my life to the re-union of thtf 
Britifh empire, as the beit and only 
means to dry up the fleams- of mi r 
fery that have deluged this country, 
they may be aflfured, that confeious 
of tl*e rectitude of my intention, I 
fhall treat their malice and calum- 
nies witli contempt and neglect. 
New-York, t B. Arnold. 

oa: 7, 1780. 

By bis Excellency Sir Henry Clik- 
TOtf, Knrgbt of the Moft Honour- 
able Order of (be Bath, Genera} 
and Comjnander in Cbirf of ail bis 
Majefty's fo>ces f nthtbin the colt- 
nits lying on the Atlanlie Ocean % 
from Neva Scotia (a Weft Florida % 

Proclamation:, 
Whereas there are feveral deferters, 
from the Britifh and foreign troops 
under my command,, who are ferv- 
ing with the enemy, or are con- 
cealed in the rebel country;, I have 
thought fit to iflue this my procla- 
mation, offering a free and unlimited 
pardon to all fuch deferters, who 
ihall furrender themfelves to any of 
his Majeity's troops before the firit 
day of December next. 

And whereas there are many of 
his MajcuVs European fubjeets at 
this time "ferving in the rebel army 
againit their King and country, who, 
ftung with remorfe, and fenfible of 
the hcinoufnefs of fuch an unnatural 
proceeding, would.be anxious to re- 
turn to their allegiance, did not their 
demerits, before their arrival in 
America, make them doubtful of 
meeting with protection and fuppor? 
within thefe lines. — I do therefore 
hereby promife to all fuch who fhall 
come in before the above-mentioned 
firit day of December, in addition 
to the benefits, protection, and fup- 
port, to which they would be entitled 
under any other proclamation, to 
procure for them his Majefty's molt 
gracious pardon, for all felonies and 
treafonj (murder excepted) which- 
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they have heretofore been guilty of, 
provided they will take up arms in 
his fervice, and give their affiftance 
to the quelling this unnatural rebel- 
lion againft his government. 

Given under my hand at Head- 
quarters, in New-York, the 23d day 
of September, 1780. 

H. Clinton* 

By bis Excellency s command y 

John Smith. 



Ne-v York) Sept. 1 4. We are in- 
formed that Mr. Wafhington has 
again Ihifted his pofition, and is now 
ported between Paramus and Englifh 
Neighbourhood. 

New-York, Sep!, 23. By a perfon of 
good reputation, and perfectly intel- 
ligent, juit arrived from the North- 
ward, we are informed, that about 
a fortnight ago Fort Stanwix, after 
having been five or fix weeks clofely 
inverted, was taken by 600 Britirti 
troops, commanded by a Lieutenant- 
colonel, fuppofed to bo the King's, 
of 8th Regiment: our faithful friend, 
Capt. Jofcph Brant, with a party of 
Indians, fhared in the glory of this 
conquek. The Indians have laid 
wai^e the whole country, the Tory 
houfes excepted, down to Schenec- 
tady, where forhe rebels are throw- 
ing up works to oppofe the progrefs 
of the Britifh troops and our Indian 
allies ; the rebel women and children 
have retired to Albany, where, from 
a confeicufnefs of their unprovoked 
perfections and murders, terror and 
jeopardy prevail even to diftraftion. 

Sept. 20. Laft Saturday morning 
arrived in town the Right Hon. Lord 
Vifcount Chewton, fon to the Right 
Hon. the Earl of Waldegraye, Lie.u- 
tenant-colonel Commandant of the 
87th regiment; the Hon. Major. 
Darner, (on of the Right Honourable; 
Lord Milton, Major to that Corps ; 
the Right Hon. the Earl of Win- 
•helfea, the Right Hon. Lord Dal- 



rymple, fon of the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Stair, and nephew of Ge- 
neral Dalrymple, Quarter-mafter-ge- 
neral in America, Captains in that 
regiment; the Hon, Mr. Finch, fon 
of the Right Hon. the Earl of Ay- 
Iesford, Lieutenant, with feveral 
other officers of the fame battalion, 
who have acted as marines on board 
the royal Weft India fleet fince the 
month of January laft. 

Ne^-York, Sept. 20. We are 
informed that one thoufand Pennfyl- 
vania militia had been called out by 
General Reed, and were as far as 
Trenton, on the^r route to Mr. Wafh- 
ington's camp a few days ago, 

Mr. Waihington detached eigh- 
teen hundred of his troops, from his 
army to the Southward, on Monday 
laft. 

New+Y*ri k Oa. 11. William 
Hamilton- and David Franks, Efqrs. 
of Philadelphia, are taken up at that 
place, by order of the Congrefs, and 
committed to gaol for practices offen- 
five to the States of America. 

Ne<w-York, Oa. 11. The follow- 
ing particulars are come to hand from 
the Eaftward. " Colonel Bird, with 
detachments from the Regulars, Loy- 
alifts, and Indians, came down in 
June laft from Niagara, on the fron- 
tiers of Virginia, and proceeded to. 
the New Settlement of Cawtuck 
(lands purchafed by the Congrefs 
and their adherents, allowed to fet- 
tle free from taxes, accounted the 
fined land in America), deftroyed a 
number of fmall forts, and made a 
number of prifoners. The Colonel 
intended to proceed to the falls of 
the Ohio; but a Colonel Clarice 
being fent here, with a force fupe- 
rior to his, he withdrew to the Shaw- 
anefc towns, fortifying himfelf, and 
waiting for reinforcements : f rom 
the extraordinary mild treatment of 
the Colonel, moft of the inhabitants 
of thefe new fettlements accompa- 
nied him, preferring to fettle in the 
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countries " under the Kmg, to thofe 
of the Congrefs ; feveral of them 
are gone to Niagara, DetK.it, &c. 

Aeiv York. OJ?. II. On Saturday 
the Refugee poll at Bergen, under 
the command of Captain Thomas 
Ward, was attacked by a party of 
the American infantry and horfe,' 
confifting of two hundred men ; 
after receiving a fmart fire from the 
artillery and mufquetry of the Re- . 
fugees, IfTifted by cannonade from 
the gallics, the enemy were forced 
to retreat. On the preceding night, 
as Captain Frederick Hanfer, in the 
Refugee gun-boat, was rowing 
guard, he met, near Brown's Ferry, 
with a detachment of the enemy in 
five boats, which, it feems, were in- 
tended for the burpofe of making 
good a retreat for the above-men- 
tioned party, in cafe they mould hap- 
pen to be prevented from retreating 
by the way of Bergen : upon being 
hailed, and refuiing to give an ac- 
count of themfelves, Captain Han- 
fer immediately fired upon them, 
when two of the boats ftruck : on 
which were made prifoncrs, four 
continental light infantry ; the others 
on board made their efcape by fwim- 
ming on more. Another boat was 
funk, having one killed and four 
pounded left by the crew, wno de~ 
fe*rted her. Mr. Charles Homfray, 
two men, and a boy, belonging to 
the refugee party, who landed fome 
time before the enemy were difco^ 
vered, were taken by fome American 
horfe. 

BoJIcA, Aug* 28. Certain intel- 
ligence having been received atHead- 
quartefs, that Sir. Henry Clinton had 
embarked the principal part of his 
force, and had proceeded to Hun- 
tington Bay, on his way to Rhode . 
Ifland, to make a combined attack 
upon the fleet and army of, our al- 
lies now there, his Excellency Gen. 
Wamington marched from his camp 
at Prackmcfs, the -2p.th of July, and 



croffed .the North River the JluV 
where a junction was formed with the 
troops under the command of Major- 
general Howe. His Excellency ha^ 
refolved, in cafe the enemy mould 
continue their couxfe to Rhode-If- 
land, to march immediately to New- 
York and attack it. All the necef- . 
fcry preparations were made for this 
purpofe, when intelligence arrived 
that the enemy had put back the 31ft 
inlt. It is to be regretted that they 
did not go on with their intended 
expedition^ as our allies were pre- 
pared to receive them, and they 
would have met with nothing but 
difgrace and defeat in this quarter j 
while in that we had reafon to ex- 
pec\ from the number and fpirit of 
our troops, the moft decifive and 
glorious fuccefs. Sir Henry no doubt 
relinquished his.proje&in confequence 
of this movement of 'our army ; and 
it mull be confefled, that he aban- 
doned it with much more prudence 
than he urfdertook it. The object, 
for which the army crofled the river 
being ceafed, the whole recrofled the 
4th inft. and were marching towards 
JDobb's Ferry, in the profecution of 
the original plan formed for the cam-t 
campaign. 

Trunjlathn of an Arret of the 
. French Council of State* forbidding 
ai/ Captains of privateers, to ran* 
fdkyiytf the enemy's Jhips at fea-> 
dafid Ferfaillesy 0<ff. II, 1 780. 
Extracted from the Regifters of tht 
Council of State, 
"His Majefty having been in- 
formed, that though the article XLI. 
of the declaration of the 24th of 
June, does not authorize the captains 
of privateers to ranfom any (hip be- 
longing to the enemies of the ftate, 
but under certain circumltances, the 
ranforaing of fuch mips is however 
of late become fo frequent, that it 
is now almoil daily praclifed, without 
any regard to fuch circumftanc.es; 
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and that independently of the loft 
j-efulting therefrom, ^ for the fhips' 
companies and the invalids of the 
marine, the ranfom (whatever it may 
be) being always inferior to the real 
value of a prize, the true object of 
privateering, which is, to weaken 
the enemy's forces, by taking their 
fhips* crews, and depriving them of 
their fhips, is thereby totally eluded. 
His Majefty has therefore thought 
proper to put a flop to fuch abufes, 
which are as contrary to the welfare 
• of the Hate as to his intentions in 
the encouragements which he has 
granted to privateers. Which mean- 
ing to enad, the King, after hear- 
ing the report, being in his Coun- 
cil, has forbidden, and hereby for- 
bids all Captains and Commanders of 
privateers, to ranfom henceforth any 
of the enemy's fhips at fea, under 
pain of being deprived of their fhares 
in the faid ranfoms, and rendered 
incapable of their functions during 
the fpace of three months ; which 
order mail take place after the expi- 
ration of two months from the date 
pf this prefent arret. 

" His Majefty excepts, however, 
from this prefent order, all prizes that 
fhall be taken in the Irifh feas, in the 
Channel of Briftol, in that of Saint 
Oeorge, and to the North- Weft of 
Scotland, which the Captains of pri- 
vateers may continue to ranfom as 
heretofore. 

" And it is his Majefty's will and 
pleafure, that none of the ranfoms 
tiiat fhall be made in the feas here 
above-mentioned, fhall be valid, un- 
Iefs the abfolute neceffity thereof fhall 
be certified by a verbal procefs, figned 
fcy all the officers of the privateer, 
and by at leaft one third part of the 
crew, whenever it fhall not exceed 
the number of thirty men, and fo in 
proportion ; and the faid verbal pro- 
cefs fhall be joint to the report which 
js'to be made to the Admiralty, and 
\Mich is afterwards to be fent to the 



Secretary of State for the Marine de^ 
partment. 

" His Majefty farther commands, 
that all the faid Captains of priva- 
teers, whenever they fhall ranfom t 
any vefTel in the cafe allowed by this 
prefent arret, fhall take, .for the 
greater fecurity of the faid ranfom, 
five, men, over and above the num- 
ber of hoftages ufuallyrctained, when- 
ever the crew of the ranfomed vefTel 
fhall confift of thirty men ; three, if 
the crew ihall confift only of twenty 
men, and two in every other cafe ; 
and the faid Captains of privateers 
fhall alfo require, and take from the 
Commander of the ranfomed vefTel, 
a fufheient quantity of provifions for 
the maintenance of the faid hoftages, 
until their arrival at the port to which 
they are to be conducted. ' 

" His^ Majefty, therefore, orders 
and enjoins to the Duke of Penthi- 
evre, High Admiral of France, to 
caufe this prefent arret to be regif- 
tered in the different Courts of Ad-, 
miralty, and the contents thereof to 
be properly executed. Done in thto 
King's Council of State, prefent the 
King's moft excellent Majefty, holden, 
at Verfailles, the nth day of Oc- - 
tober, 1780. 

(Signed) De .Sartin*. 

By the Duke of Pbnthievre, High, 

Admiral of France* Governor and 

Lord Lieutenant for the King, in 

his Province of Br if any. 

Having feen the arret of the King's 
Council of State, as here above, aud 
directed to us, we hereby command 
and enjoin to all the officers of the 
different Courts of Admiralty, to 
caufe the fame to be regiftered at their 
refpeftive Courts, and all of them, 
in their refpeclive places, to fee the 
fame duly executed. 

Given at Paris, the 12th of Oc- 
tober, 1780. 

(Signed) L. J. M. t)i Bourbon. 

By his Serene Hignefs's command, 

(Signed) DuCqudray. 
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For the RfeMI MBIAKCER. 

$bcrt Hifiory of the. Taxation of An- 

tient Colonies. 

Much pains has been taken to juf- 
tify the taxation of America, and 
sH rhe confequenccs of that attempt, 
from the •principles and practices of 
amient flares. And great have been 
the rewards to writers who have writ- 
ten in fupport of the Britim miniilers 
clajms to tax the colonies in Ame- 
rica. I think, however, that in : 
duftry accqrfed, and thofc arts exe- 
crable,, which we have feen fo fatally 
employed in feducing the people of 
this devoted country to become par- 
takers, and, in fame degree, intfru- 
jneirt5 of their country's ruin : for, 
J Km perfuaded, had not our minif- 
ters been feconded by that gcncrsl 
zeal of much violence, but little 
knowledge, that of late appeared 
throughout the kingdom, they would 
not have been fo forward to plunge 
tfteir J£irrg» their country, and them- 
fefves, in a civil war, of which we 
fee! the prefent efFecls with forrow, 
arid look to the future confequences 
with- horror. 

But there is a peculiar malignity 
in perverting the fountain of fcience 
to the purpofes of national dcluiion. 
Hitfory is the bell fource of practical 
and nfeful knowledge ; but if facts 
are untruly ftated, and inferences un- 
fairly drawn, hiftcry itfelf may be- 
come -an infidions guide to error; it 
may glofs the weakeft and moft per- 
nicious meafures, with colours of 
found policy ; it may give to falfe- 
hcrf, an air of truth ; to folly and 
raifrule, a fictitious fanftion of wif- 
dom and experience ; and it may con- 
ceal tyranny, under a rhaflt of free- 
dom. Is it then dealing fairly by 
our country, to tell us, what were 
tfce paths in which the free ftates of 
antiquity have trodden, and to mark 
tbem as the ways in which we ought 
to go, without informing us that 
tbofe very paths led to flavery.and 
^eftruftioni 



The fubject is interefling ; J frialf , 
therefore, extract a few particulars, 
with fairnefs and impartiality. 
Carthage* 

Before J relate any particular 
events from the hiflory of Carthage, 
permit me to mark a particularity in 
her fa;e ; which is-, that fhe did not 
produce one hiftorian. — And, is it not 
Grange, that fo great a nation, if not 
the firffc to invent, yet the £rft that 
improved, encouraged, and difTufed 
the ufe of letters, mould be left, 
like the lion in the fable, without one 
native writer, to define her conftitu- 
tion, compofe her annals, and pre- 
ferre the fame of her itatefmen und 
her heroes r 

What we collect, of Carthage i* 
gleaned from the hiftories of other 
nations. The little information I 
ihali fend you, is taken from Po- 
lybius ; but, to give all polKble au- 
thority to my narrative, permit me, 
to remind you who my author was. 
Polybius was a native and citizen ef 
that famous republic of Achaia, 
which, though leafl: in power, became 
the firft ftatc of Greece, "by the repu- 
tation of wifdom and integrity in her 
government.' Acharawas the centre 
of union, the arbitmtrix, judge, and 
model of all Greece. In this go- 
vernment, Polybius became eminent 
in the feveral ftarions of foldier, 
ftatefman, phzlofnphcr, and crator. 
Not only the means of knowledge, 
but the, pureft fentiments of liberty 
were congenial to his birth and edu- 
cation, being the fon of Lycortas, 
who was fecond to Philopaemen whilft 
he lived, and at his death became 
the firft man of the ftate.' At an 
early period of life, Polybius was 
appointed to great offices; he was 
minifter for foreign affairs, and ge- 
neral of horfe. 

When the Romans reduced Greece 
to the condition of a province, they 
remained frill jealous of the Achaians, 
and fearful left fome of their chiefs? 
might incite the Grecians to aim 
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©nee more at a recovery of their 
freedom. They, therefore, feized 
an hundred of the principal men of 
Achaia, and fent them to different 
pfifons in Italy. In this forrowful 
company was Pdybius. His place 
of confinement was Rome ; where 
the fame of his learning brought the 
great Scipio to vifit him ; he obtained 
his releafe, and appointed him tutor 
to his fon. The firft effort of his 
own liberty was to procure that of 
his furviving countrymen, who were 
but few. Though Scipio himfelf 
made the motion for their deliverance, 
the Senate appeared a\erfe to com- 
pliance, till Cato gave a turn to the 
debate, by faying, " It was unwor- 
*' thy of a Roman Senate to wafte 
" time in debating, whether a few 
** miferable Grecians fhonld be bu- 
** ried at Rome, or in Greece ! In 
*' the name of the Gods (faid he) 
" let the poor wreiches chufe their 
" own place of burial." 

After his difcharge from imprifon- 
ment, Polybhis was afiigned to the 
pitiable employment of a Roman 
commiflary, to fettle fuch constitu- 
tions of government, as the Senate 
thought fit to impofe*on the different 
Hates of Greece. . This commilTion 
he executed fo, as to give his un- 
happy countrymen as much comfort 
as they were capable of receiving. — 
On his return to Rome, he was ta- 
ken into Scipio'* family, and attended 
him in all his campaigns. But his 
time was devoted to the compofmg 
of his hiftory. He had been an eye 
witnefs to the wreck of many a free 
ftate, and it feems his main object to 
warn future nations againlt running 
upon the rocks on which they fpllt. 

Happily he has not left us without 
his opinion pointed to the very fub- 
je£t of the taxation of colonies. He 
recapitulates, firft the plea of ne- 
ceffity on which Carthage proceeded 
to tax her colonies. He ihcn re- 
marks, chat the calamities, which 



enfued, Were rncompara*b1y gtwftef 
than all fhe fuffered ,in a war of 
twenty-four years duration widi 
Rome ; that the attempt to curtail 
the pay of the foreign mercenaries, 
was the fpring of thefe calamities.. 
which were fwelled up to a torrent by 
the taxation of the colonies. 

After fumming, up thefe facts, Po- 
lybius gives this fhortbut important 
leifon : ** That they who are in- 
truiied with the adminiltration of 
public airairs, ought not to form their 
fyftem on the exigencies of the day, 
but look forward to the confequences 
which their meafures may produce 
in future times." 

It was my intention to fay no more 
of Carthage than what merely re- 
lates to the taxation of her colonies. 
It was the clofe of the firli war witfc 
Rome, when that meafure was fub- 
ilantially and extenfivcly adopted* 
but I wL<h togiveycuaihort account 
of the events of that period, that y<M» 
draw your own comment on ihu pre- 
cedent of the taxation of colonies.-^- 
The war had laited twenty-ibwr' 
years ; each country had experienced 
great viciflitudes of fortune; eadr 
had fuffered many IoiTes of fleets aud 
armies; and a reipite became eqaially 
ncceilary and equally defireable on 
both fides* But, the peace, whz& 
obtained, was uaderftood to be bat 
temporary; each nation had fuffex&l 
too many inj urie* to make a recipro- 
cal friendfhip lafUng; each party- 
had gained luccels enough to ho^e 
for a better event of another war. — 
They were jealous and eavious of. 
each other ; Carthage as anxious t& 
preferve the dominion of the fea, as 
Rome was ambitious to wreft it £roa* 
her hands. 

In this fituation, every ground of 
prefent neceffity and of future danger 
called upon the government of Car- 
thage for a fupply and fcparation ©f 
htr finances. But, thevc was another 
and more urgent diftrefs irill; for, 
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Vuch had been the inattention of her 
Minifters, that there was no money 
in the Exchequer to pay off the arrears 
.of thofe foreign troops, whom they 
had employed in Sicily. 

At this dangerous and important 
trifis*, Ha nno (the chief of the party, 
which Hood in oppofition to the Bra- 
cine faction) took the lead in the af- 
fairs of Carthage. The Admini fixa- 
tion of the colonies was entirely in 
•his hands; Hanno appears to have 
been a very indolent man, and a moil 
improvident Minifter ; without a 
•capacity to forfee and guard againft 
events, but waiting always for events 
to be governed by them. 

The body of unpaid diflatrefied 
mercenaries confifted of 20,000 men, 
proud of their fervices and confcions 
of their importance, who had with- 
ftood the whole force of Rome-, and 
procured peace for Carthage. But 
io thoughtlefs were the Minifters, 
that they received this difcontented 
army within their walls ; their cla- 
mours encreafed every hour. Hahrio 
attempted to footh them by a fpeech, 
but his eloquence, however efficient 
in the Senate-houfe, made no im- 
preffion on the old foldiers. They 
tcok up arms. The Senate began a 
treaty; but the more concetfions 
were oftered, the higher the male- 
coritehts rofeiri their demands: They 
now required payment, at an high 
price, tot every horfe they had loft 
during the war, arid that their ar- 
rears ihould be computed at the high- 
eft rate that corn had ever fold for* 
during the time of their fervice. — 
*Thefe demands it was impracticable 
either to liquidate or difcharge. The 
Senate, therefore, refolved to oppofe 
force to force. Hanno affumed the 
conduct of the war, and by the in- 
duftry of the officers whom he em- 
ployed in the inferior departments, 
having foon prepared an army, de- 
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feated the mercenaries in the firft en* 
gagement; but prefuming on their 
want of difcipline, and that they 
would never be able to rally, he re- 
turned to the city as if all was over; 
and his officers, who were infecled 
with the fame prefomption as him- 
felf, neglected to guard their camp. 
But thefe veterans, who had been 
trained under the great Amilcar, 
knew how to ral»y as well as to re* 
treat ; they had retired in a clofe 
compact body to an adjacent hill ; 
from whence obferving the loofe and 
unguarded fituation of their enemy, 
they renewed the engagement, forced 
the Carthaginian entrenchments, and 
after killing a great number, put 
the reft to flight, and took poffeffion 
of the camp, with all the tents, bag- 
gage, and machines of war; 

Hanno, either intimidated by this 
event, or confcioiis of his own infe- 
riority to the revolted Generals, de- 
clined all opportunities (though many 
offered) of rifquing another battle ; 
he advanced and retired, marched 
and counter- marched, came often 
clofc to their entrenchments, and as 
often retreated from them; This 
dilatofinefs, arid difgraceful conduct, 
obliged the Senate to remove Hanno 
from the command of the army, and 
to confer it upon Amilcar. 

But the pernicious conduct of 
Hanno, in his department of Minifter, 
had raifed other and more dreadful 
enemies to his country. Thefe were 
the dependent ftates and colonies of 
Carthage; which, till this unhappy 
period, had formed a main part of 
her riches and her ftrength ( The 
Carthaginians were a commercial 
people, and maintained their great- 
nefs by trade and navigation. They 
had their Navigation Act *, by which 
they reftrained their colonies from 
trading with any other nation but 
their own. From thefe colonies they 



* The Navigation Act of Charles IL is founded on the fame principles as 
that of Carthage* 
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alfo drew ftipplies of fcimen, fol- 
diers, provifions, and military ftores. 
Now thefe refources not only failed, 
but were turried againft them. But* 
Polybius tells us, " Their misfor- 
tunes were owing to themfelves ; for, 
on the pretence of public neceffity, 
they had impofed a double tribute 
on the cities; and etfa&ed from the 
country one half of the annual pro- 
dace. To taxation, they fuper-added 
irritation and infult." Our hifto- 
rian informs us, *' That contempt 
and hatred of the colonies was the af- 
fected tone of Harino and his Cabi- 
net. Such Governors as acted with 
juftice and humanity, were difre- 
garded by the Miniftry at Carthage ; 
whilft they who behaved with info- 
lence and cruelty* were careiTed and 
rewarded.*' 

People thus injured wanted rto in- 
citements to revolt; a fingle meflage 
was fufficient. Great armies were 
foon raifedln the now rebellious co*- 
fonies, and the very women brougHt 
together their jewels, ornament*, 
and gold, which formed no >incon&- 
dcrable fund towards defraying th£ 
iirft expences of the wan 

This war lasted almoft four years, 
with fuch fury, revenge* and havock, 
that its enormities and horrors aife 
not paralleled ' in hiftoryr More 
than once were the city, the' fiat*, 
and the very being of Carthage, on 
the brink of ruin; the country laid 
wafte; many of the nobleft and bell 
•citizens, and fome of the moft emi- 
nent commanders, put to death ; fe- 
deral of them' with horrid tortures, 
*ahd every circumftarice of indignity, 
that invention could contrive. At 
length, the Senate, the Generals^ and 
the people, were reduced to fuch 
defpair, that, as 'their, laft and only 
effort, they compelled every indivi- 
dual citizen to bear arms. Norcould 
their " immediate delfruction have 
been prevented, had it not been for 
the tranfeendant abilities of Amilcarj 
nor could even tifefe have been effec- 
- Voi. X. 



tual, had not fortune favoured them 
with an accidental, unlooked-for dk 
vifion of the rebel forces ; for, Nara« 
vafus, one of their chiefs, came over 
with a body of troops, jufl: at the eve) 
of an engagement, and enabled him 
to gain a victory at a time, .when de- 
feat muft have been fatal. After all^ 
the great genius, of AniHcar was faia 
to condefcend to treachery at laft ; 
for having received the rebel Gene^ 
raisin his tent, as - ArabaJfedors-to 
treat for peace, he feiaeo) "their perV 
foris; and thenatttcking their nrmy> 
by fnrprize, gaxe\ thema decifiw 
blow which put an «nd to the war;^ 

Let us now ettcjoire what the Ro- 
mans were doineat this juncture:-**- 
We are not fsarticuiarry informed?; 
but imagination may fhpply the want 
ofhiftory; fb as to defcribe the eye 
with which Ronrtbehetld her natural 
enemy and rival -waging her beft 
•blood, and the remains ofher impair- 
ed ftrength, in a civil war againft 
thofe.veny people who'.had enabled 
htr to fupport a wa> with Rome* 
At iirft, indeed, the Romans obferv- 
ed the late treaty, iand affected. to 
talk a language of friendship ; bat an 
event foon happened which manifeft* 
<ed on which tide- their wifheslay; 
for fome Roman merchants having 
attempted to fupply the rebels with 
provifions, the Carthaginians feized 
the carriages, together with fitc 
.hundred perforw who efeorted the 
convoy. The Senate of Rome, with 
great haughtinefs, demanded their 
releafe, which the Carthaginiaqs 
durft not rcfufe, and on this concef- 
fion the Remans renewed their pro- 
feffiofts of friendship. But they foon 
threw off the maik. 

In the midft of the war, the mer- 
cenaries that were garrifonedin Sar-r 
dkia, revolted alfo, artd murdertd 
the Governor, with all the officers, 
citfil and military, that were com- 
miflioned from Carthage. The Car- 
* thaginiansfent a General of the name, 
ofHannoj but his troops joined the 
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fltoels, feized and crucified Hanno, 
Soon after, thefe very foldiers- were 
expelled by the Sardinians, who 
formed a government and- conftitu- 
tion of their own ; and the iiland of 
Sardinia thus afTumed a ftatc of inde- 
pendence. But when the rebellion 
on the continent was quelled, the 
Carthaginians attempted to recover 
Sardinia. Then the Romans inter* 
fared* Sardinia was a populous and 
fertile iiland - r it had furniihed great 
Supplies of provifions during the Sili- 
ciao war, and (what was- itill of more 
confideratioe) aayport of Italy mighc 
be invaded from thence; it might 
fcrve as a ftation* for mips K a lodgment 
for troop, and a xepofrory for arms 
and magazines af all forts. 

Rome determined to take advan* 
tage of the diftrefies of Carthage, to 
deprive her of this valuable, and to 
ker own ftate> dmngtrvus pofleiSorr. 
No {boner, therefore, did the Car- 
thaginians attempt to bring back the 
Sardinians* to* their allegiance, than 
Rome took them openly into her 
prote&ion, and even declared war in 
support of their independence 

The Carthaginians, in thtir weak- 
ened and deje&ed condition, could 
not raife their thoughts to a war with 
Rome* To the ceffion of Sardinia 
was added the humiliating demand 
of a tribute of twelve hundred ta- 
lents, which they were compelled to 
pay, as well as fubmit to the lofs of 
all the -refources, con&quence and 
power, that were annexed to the pro- 
perty of Sardmsaw 

Thefe were the fruits that Car- 
thage reaped from the taxation of 
her colonies; yet Ihe did not only 
fow the feed, but, for a few feafons, 
gathered in the harveft of taxation ; 
. which, after all her unexampled fuf- 
feringsin the late, civil war, ended 
at laft in. findbig herfclf exhaufted, 
infulted, ijpoiled, and at length,. *<**- 
tdby the very people, with whom, 
through the affiftanceof her colonies, 
and in union with them* ihe had 



waged war, and made peace u port- 
equal terms. 

, Rome, 

I Hull extract but one palTage 
from the Roman annals on the fub- 
jedl of taxation. It is in the Hif- 
tory of the Decline of the Empire. 
The author 4 (Mr, Gibbons) acquaints 
us, "That the Roman Empercr 
GaleriRs, either to gratify ,his ava- 
rice, or to fupply the exigencies of 
the {late, made a ftritt and rigorous 
inquifjtion into the property of his 
fubjecis, for the pnrpofe of a gene- 
ral taxation,, both oa thttir lands 
and perfons, Italy had been for, the 
fpaee of five hundred years, ever 
£nce the conqueit of Macedon, ex- 
empted from taxation. She valued 
thM privilege the mere, as it was the 
only diiiin&ion fhe enjoyed from the 
other fabjecls of the empire. She 
felt it not, therefore, as a violation of 
her property only, but it hurt her 
pride to lofc this fingular. privilege." 
The fame writer obferves, that "Even 
when xht/pirk of frttdm hath been 
jntterly extinguished, the tamed fub- 
je&s have fometimes ventured to rejjft 
a* unprecedented in<vafion of the rpra~ 
ptrtj. On this occafion (he fays) the 
injury was aggravated by iufult, and 
the fenfe of private inftereft was quick- 
ened by that o£ national honour. 
For, though they had long fubmitted 
to defpotifm in every form, they 
could not yctAifier Rome to be num- 
bered among the tributary, cities of 
the empire* The rifipg fury of the 
peopJe was encouraged by the autho- 
rity of the Senate - r and the feeble 
remain* of the Praetorian guards em- 
braced ih-ts honourable pretence, to 
draw their fwords in the fervice of 
their country, and the Emperor Gar 
lerius wa$i&/e/k/." P, 408, 

Gwee. . 1 

I have examined the hiiftdry of 
Greece,* but oannot find that any 
fuch principle as aright to tax cplo* 
nies,* on the ground of their fnring 
colonies^ wa» ever heidj nor, that 
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*Ae pra8tc$ of taxing colonies, as 
^colonies, did ever prevail in Greece. 

The following are a few remarks 
t>n the policy of the two principle 
ftates, Sparta and Athens. 

Till the battle of Marathon, Sparta 
had taken a decifive lead in the af- 
fairs of Greece ; but fo little was 
taxation any part of her fyftem, that 
the ufe of gold and filver was pro- 
hibited : iron money, which would 
have »o currency m foreign coun- 
tries, was alone permitted. The 
character of the Spartan government 
is finely drawn by one of her .exiled 
kings: "Poverty (faid he) is her 
mother and her nurfe ; in abftinence, 
ihe preferves her virtue ; in the 
fchootf of adverfity, fhe learns wis- 
dom ; and by the fteadinefs of her 
difcipline, maintains her liberty, 
and her power. 

The whole, fyflem of Lacedaemo- 
nian policy was formed, not for con- 
queft hut defence. As often, there- 
lore, as any neighbouring people 
were either opprefled, or under ap- 
prehensions of injury, Sparta was 
peforted to, as a fure and fafe pro- 
tectrefs. Alliances naturally court 
thofe in whom neither injustice nor 
violence are fufpe&ed. At Lace- 
dsemOn, therefore, where was no 
ambition to acquire territory, nor 
even the ufe of money allowed, there 
could be none of thofe dangers that 
have generally accompanied the in- 
tervention of foreign powers. 

-It is often fuppofed men naturally 
love that'eonftitutien of government 
moft, which lays haft restraint upon 
their inclination's and paflions. At 
the firft blufh, it feems fo; but hif- 
tory proves the reverfe to be true. 
It is wonderful with what patience 
men fubmit, and with what con- 
flancy they adhere to laws, which 
maintain an equal liberty, and at 
the fame time exclude licentioufnefe, 
luxury, and all temptations to ex- 
travagance and diffipation. Thro* 
«-couii ff .ages, during which the 



other fhtes of Greece, {particttlaify 
Athens) underwent many revolu- 
tions, the confutation pf Sparta re- 
mained entire, without change .or 
innovation, from its eftabliihmj*it 
by Lycurgus, till the fob breach was 
made by Lyfander's introducing of 
gold and filver currency.. 

Bar the defenders of America* 
taxation, who are fo anxious to prove 
the reclitude of taxing colonies, from 
the examples of the Free States of 
Antiquity, ufe the authority of Thu- 
cidides, to mew the practice of La- 
cedaemon ; and quote the following 
paflage, as if tranflated froni that 
great hiitorian : -f* In the begin- 
ning of the Peloponefian war, they 
(the Lacedaemonians) demanded a 
fum of money, and five hundred 
/hips from the Colonies of Sicily and 
Italy." ! 

The ientenoe is mif-ftated and 
naif-quoted p-ofsly. The term Co-# 
lonies is never mentioned, nor any 
tiling like it; the defcription is, 
,e they who had entered into volun- 
tary engagements with them." Nor 
does (Lacedemoniois) fignify that 
particular ftate, but the whole Lace- 
daemonian league* The true con- 
ftru&ion of the fentence is this^ * 
" The conftituent parties of the La- 
oedasnoniaft league propofed to raife 
a navy of five hundred mips, befides 
what may be collected from their 
allies in Sicily and Italy." 

But fo far were the Sicilian States 
from acknowledging allegiance or 
fubj edlion , as colonies either of 
Sparta or of Athens, that when the 
ambafladors of both nations came to 
afk their fupport again ft the Pcrfians > 
they refufed it, unlefs Qelon, their 
King, might be appointed com- 
mander in chief of the Grecian army. 
The demand was refufed, and the 
Sicilians flood neuter. 

The refources on which Sparta 
depended, were the quotas of men 
and money, that fhe ftipulated with 
her allies, to furnifh, in confidera- 
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tlon of the prote&ion they received. 
She alfo exacted contributions on the 
nations ihe conquered, during the 
progrefs, and at the end of wars. 
— And, from this part of her con- 
duel, there arifes a remarkable proof 
of the danger of laying hands on 
the property of a free people, how- 
ever reduced, and by long fubmiffion 
inured to oppreflion. I allude to an 
early period of the Lacedaemonian 
hiftory, at the clofe of the firft Mefle- 
nian war. 

The Menenians being entirely 
fubdued, and having yielded to fuch 
terms as their conquerors thought fit 
to impofe, the chief article was, 
<' That they fhould cultivate all their 
lands, and fend half the produce to 
Sparta." This grievous and flavifh 
tribute was paid for thirty years to- 
gether. At length pheir fpirit broke 
forth;' the Meflenians renewed the 
war, rather than fuffer this tax to be 
levied any more. — That war proved, 
from the variety of its difaftrous 
events from its duration and expence 
of blood, the fevereft conteft that 
Sparta ever fuftained. 

The next enquiry goes to Athens, 

The conftitutional revenues of 
Athens confifted of the annual rents 
of public lands, the profits of mines, 
and the produce of woods ; of taxes 
upon certain arts and handicraft 
trades ; of a poll tax upon aliens ;— 
and for the expences of war, and 
on great emergencies, they raifed 
the fupplies within the year by 
a poll-tax on citizens, fojonrners, 
and freed fkves. During the mo*- 
iiarchy, the Kings levied a tenth 
part of every man's fubftance to 
maintain their ftate ; but when 
royalty was abolifhed, that tax 
ceafed to be raifed in common, 
"but was renewed on particular and 
prefling occafions. 

Thefe were "the only taxes levied 
for the u'fe and fupport of the 
Athenian ftate, till the 75th Olym- 
piad, after the famous victories of 



Marathon', Plataea, Salamis, an4 
Mycale, and after the retreat of 
Xerxes from Greece. A new fund 
of taxation was then created, For, 

Notwithftanding all the defeats of 
his innumerable armies, the Periian 
monarch could not give up the vain 
ambition of becoming the conqueror 
of 'Greece, and was actually pre- 
paring again to invade the country 
with an army not inferior, either 
in numbers or equipment, to thai 
with which Xerxes had c roiled the 
Hellefpont. At this alarming crifis, 
it was. propofed, that the Grecian 
ftates fhould form a bond of union 
for their common fafety and defence. 
For this purpofe, a joint fund was 
neceflary, to procure and maintain a 
fleet at fea ; no fmgle ftate being able 
of herfelf to fupply fhips enough to 
reiift the naval force of Perfia. The 
plan concerted was, for each confe- 
derate ftate to furnifh a certain quo-i 
ta ; and Sparta being ftill the lead- 
ing power, the King, and the ma- 
gistrates of that city, were to make 
the aflefTments, and the application 
of the revenue was to be entruite4 
to them. 

But a concurrence of events hap- 
pened, that turned the courfe of 
this arrangement from Lacedacmon to 
Athens. 

In the progrefs of the Periian wars, 
the Spartans loft a great deal of their 
popularity and importance. The 
Afiatic Greeks had implored their 
afliftance, but been denied it. Even 
at the time of aftual invafion, the 
Lacedaemonians were flow, irrefolute, 
and fupine ; whilft the Athenians were 
active, vigorous, and firm. The- 
battle of Marathon was fought by 
the Athenians alone, the Lacedae- 
monians loitering on their march, on 
a pretence of waiting for the full of 
the moon. Above all, the victory 
at Salamis, over the Perfian fleet, 
confirmed to the- Athenians the ad- 
miration . and attachment of all 
Qreece. Their glorious fpirit, on 
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that occafion, is indeed unparallel- 
ed. They withdrew their families 
from Athens ; they at once aban- 
doned their city, their houfes, and 
poifeffigns ; they * threw themfelves 
on board their (hips to fight their 
enemies at fea. J 

The two victories at Mycale, one 
at fea/ the other at land, we# ob- 
tained the fame day as that of Sala- 
mis ; but after thofe fuccefles, the La- 
cedaemonians withdrew their forces, 
whil.it the Athenians kept an army 
in the country, to fecure the con- 
quells already made, and to protect 
the inhabitants from future afTaults. 

The Lacedaemonians alfo made a 
propofal, to compel theAfiatic Greeks 
to tranfplant themfelves to Greece ; 
but the Athenians undertook to pro- 
ted them in their fettlements. 

To thefe general caufes of difguft 
were added perfonal confiderations, 
that helped to alienate the confe- 
derates from Sparta, and attach them 
to Athens. Befides the national au- 
flerity of manners, affected by the 
former, the particular behaviour of 
their King, Paufanias, was infolent 
and tyranical ; whilft the Athenian 
commanders, Ariftides, Cimon, and 
Themiftocles; were remarkable for 
their affability and courtefy. Plu- 
tarch fays, " That Themiftocles 
, could never have vanquifhed his 
enemies by his courage, if he had 
not firft gained the allies by his 
condefcenfion." 

The Spartans were not, indeed, 
forward of themfelves to become the 
principals of this alliance. The le- 
vying of taxes, and conducting af- 
fairs by dint of money, was new to 
Sparta ; it was contrary to her policy, 
and repugnant to the firft principles 
of her conftitution. There was, 
moreover, a pofitive law of Lycur- 
gus, which forbad all intercourse 
with foreign nations ; which law they 
mull inevitably break, were tKey 
to erect themfelves into a maritime 
£ower* - : ;t r 



But the treafon of Paufanias, fet- 
tled the matter at once. He was. 
convicted, and put to death for cor- 
refponding with the Perfian govern- 
ment. 

This accident determined the con- 
federates to give their confidence to 
Ariftides, the great ftatefman of A- 
thens, fo famed for his wifdom and 
virtue, and whofe diftinction was 
Jufttce. They elected him their 
treafurer, and authorized him, on 
his own judgment, to fix the parti- 
cular fums that each State was to 
furnifh. 

Thus was the power of levying 
taxes on independent dates acquired 
at Athens. It was a truft delegated, 
not to that State, but to a man of 
that State. The powers afiigned to 
the truft, did not extend to the dif- 
pofal of the public money, but to 
the aflefTment only. Delos was the 
place appointed for their bank; 
there the confederates, by their re- 
prefentatives, were to aiTemble at 
ftated times, to debate and to decide 
on the expediency of meafures, and 
the appropriation of their common 
fund. * 

The conditions to which the con- 
federates bound themfelves, were 
nothing more than to revenge the 
injuries that Greece had fufFered 
from the Perfians, and to preferve 
the nations free from the 1 barbarian 
yoke. 

■ We are told by Thucidides, "that 
till after the confederacy among the 
Grecian States took place, Athens 
had no dependent ftates " on whom, 
{he levied taxes, or to whom (he 
prefcribed laws." 

Taxation and confederacy, there- 
fore, bear the fame date; but ig- 
norant writers have confounded alli- 
ance with colonization. A recital of 
a few hiftorical facts will mew, that 
alliance <was t and that colonization 
was not the principle on which the 
taxes in queftion were levied by the 
government of Athens. Let us only 
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»2t, Who the contracting parties 
*vere that bound themfelves to pay 
taxes according to the afleflments of 
.Ariftides? — They were*, fomc of 
ihem, independent ftatcs of Greece, 
as the Meflenians, Acarnanians, Pla- 
taeans Sec. iomc of them were the 
colonies, of independent States, as 
were Corcyra and Potidxa of Co- 
rinth, and Zacuuhus of Achuia, 
{ihefe certainly could not be taxed 
as the colonies cf Athens). 

The others wer-j the Afiatic 
Greeks, and die Samians, Chians, 
leftuans, and others, who inhabited 
the iflands in the Archipelago and 
the concurrent fe<is. 

The iilands had been peopled by 
emigrants from Greece many centu- 
ries before the asra of taxation ; and in 
their early days became moil of them 
<onfiderahle in trade and fhipping. 
In the different States, they had dif- 
ferent forms of government; in 
fbme were nbfolutt, in fome limitted 
.monarchies, and in feme cf them 
Republics. Their governments un- 
derwent many changes and revolu- 
tions ; but till they became the allies 
of Athens, none of them were fub- 
jeft to the control of that republic. 

The Greeks, on the continent of 
Afia, came originally, part from 
Peloponefus, part from Ionia. The 
former claimed Sparta for their mo- 
ther country; the latter Athens. 
.But a fhort acount of their firft fettlc- 
jnents will make it clear, that the 
connexion they bore with Athens 
r/as that cf genealogy, net allegi- 
,-ancc. . 

Indeed, I am unable to define al- 
legiance in general terms, as relative 
to a colony and the mother country. 
If any conditions are annexed, I 
conceive they mufi either be cxprcf- 
£ed by charter, be fettled by fpecific 
regulations, or have become pre- 
scriptive by ufage. Jn no colony of 
fregdun can I fuppofe the mother 
country to aflume an aclive power 
'over the property cf it? inhabitant? ; 



it would be a contradiction in terms. 
Wherever a colony has been planted 
under the fanftion of its native go- 
vernment, has imported its laws, 
been nourished by its care, and pro- 
tected by its hand, thfre is an un- 
doubted propriety in making requiii- 
tions on one fide, and an obligation 
to give aiTiftance on the other. But 
time and circnmftanc.es can alone de- 
termine the reafcnablenefs of . the 
demand, and the dety of acquief- 
cence. 

There is alfo a ^diftinSion to be 
made betwixt tohnijls and emigrants. 
By the latter I underftand that any 
number of men, who, through choice 
or neceflity, have quitted their na- 
tive foil, taking the world before 
them, and fortune for their guide; 
but without owning any obligation 
or retaining any intercourfe with the 
country they forfake. There is a 
paiYage in Thucidides which marks 
the diftinftiom It is this, " The 
Egeilcans of Sicily, being of Ionian 
defcent, applied for fuccour and pro- 
tedlion from Athens, on the ground 
of their being an Athenian colony ; 
but they were anfwered by Nicias 
(one of the belt and wifeft citizens 
that Athens ever bred) That they 
were mere emigrants , and had there- 
fore no right to claim protection as 
cuhnijls" 

Under the fame predicament as 
thofe of Sicily, were the lonianswbo 
were fettled in Afia. They owed 
no allegiance, nor could Athensjuf- 
tify the exercife of fovereignty over 
them. 

A fhort account of their emigra- 
tion will fet the matter clear. The- 
feus erefted a pillar on the neck of 
theilthmus, to fix the boundaries of 
the two countries ; Ionia was writ- 
ten on one fide, and Peloponefus on 
the ether. Migrations from both 
countries were very frequent ; bat 
the cjufes were different, becaufe the 
foi's were of different kinds.- The 
lands of Peloponefus (i. e, wUhi'u 
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the lflhmus) were exceedingly fruit- 
ful, and therefore an alluring objecl 
to invader? ; and fuch invafions, as 
ufed formerly to happen in Britain, 
were very frequent there, and the 
landed property changed owners as 
pften as bands of at! venturers could 
coUecl: tMemfeives into a fuflfcient 
flrenpth to difpoifcfs the natives. 

But Ionia (the country 'without the 
lflhmus) was rocky and barren, fuch 
a* yielded no profit to invaders, and 
was therefore undillurbed by them. 

But population encreafed exceed- 
ingly, both on account of trade and 
navigation, and the encouragement 
given foreigners to fettle in Attica ; 
fo that the production of their I*nds,. 
not being adequate to the confump- 
tion of the inhabitants that emigra- 
tior which, from Pelcponcfus, was 
compulfive, became voluntary from 
Ionia ; the fcarcity and de.irnefs of 
provifions prompting them to feek a 
refidence where the necefTaries of life 
were more eafily to be acquired. 
There were not lefs than forty colo- 
nies of thefe lonians. 

Pericles, in one of his orations, 
mentions it as a very honourable cir- 
c'umflancc, in the annals of his coun- 
try, " That their anceftors had been 
for ever fixed in their native fettle- 
ments." But the frequent inva- 
fions of Peloponefus made fuch a 
chaoge and rotation of pofleflbri, 
that the inhabitants could not afcer- 
tain their genealogies ; they were, 
therefore, looked'upon as people of 
a fpurious race. 

iiut the certainty, of their origin 
made the lonians proud of it ; and 
wherever they went, they carried 
tHa5 pride along with them. A graft- 
hopper was the Athenian creft; its 
conftancy to the ground it fprings 
from,? being an emblem of their own 
immemorial refidence. And the 
lonians who lived in Afia, to dif- 
ftngirifb tfiemfclves from other Gre- 
cians, had grafshoppers engraved on 
ftcclarjs chut bound chei* haitf.- They 



built a magnificent temple, cafleJ 
it Pan-Ionion and excluded flie> 
other Greeks from joining in 
their worfhip. This reparation 
gave rife to the diflin&ion bfloni- 
ons and* Dorians, which divided 
the Grrxcians into two parties, like 
the Guelphs and Ghibelines of the 
German empire* In every one of 
theirdifferent fettlements they kept 
up this diffinction, and remained 
always, not only as a feparate people, 
but hoftiie to each other. 

Jt is true, they were aH careful ta 
preferve the memory of their parent* 
ilates, but there is~ not a trace of 
their acknowledging any dependence? 
upnn ancient Greece, The fir ft fet- 
tlements were made at a time, of 
which there are no records, long bev 
fore Athens herfelf became a free 
flate. The had lived at re a ft five/ . 
centuries as an -independent people, 
when Crcefus conquered, and made 
them pay the fir fl tribute' that was 
ever exacted from them ; when Crce- 
fus was himfelf conquered by Cyrus, 
the Afiatic Greeks, with this tribute* 
on their eftates, were aftigned over ta 
their new matters ; but they revolted,, 
and fent Ambaflfadors to implore the' 
afliftance of Sparta and pf Athens * 
not as* colonies (which was a claim 
not to have been omitted, if they had 
been entitled to it) bin " btecaufe of 
their confanguin'ity. ,,, 

The victories at Mjrcale reffored 
their freedom, and exempted them, 
as they thought, from* the impofttioa 
of all future tribute. It was not 
long after this event, w,hea thefe 
Afiatic Greeks, Dorians as .welj a* 
Ionions, became the allies o£ Athens'^ 
and agreed to be taxed by Ariftide* 
for their common defence. 

Before the breaking out of thr 
Peloponeftan war, and among th* 
caufes that led to if, was a dif. 
pute betwixt Athens and Corinth, rela-" 
rive to Potidsea. Pecidaea was a colony 
of Corinth; but being a party to the 
great confederacy witk Athens, had 
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paid her quota of taxes. The Athe- 
nians, who affected to treat' their al- 
lies as their fubjects, fent the Poti- 
dxans a mandate to demolifh their 
walls, and expel the magiftrates that 
were fent from Corinth. Here the 
Corinthians interpofed, and refitted 
the mandate of the Athenians over 
their colony. But Had taxation been 
deemed an inherent right in the mo- 
ther country, Corinth would never 
nave fullered that right above all 
Others to have been exercifed by 
Athens; though, as an ally, PotU 
daa might pay her proportion of the 
afleflmenta, as adjufted by Arif- 
tides. 

This hiftorical fact, is an irrefrag- 
able proof, that alliance <was, and 
that colonization was not, the prin- 
ciple on which the taxes in queftion 
were levied by the government of 
Athens, 



For the Remembrancer* 
As Mr. Burke'j fpeech, upon it* 

xlining the poll, atBnftoI, ispreferved 
in the Remembrancer (feepag* H$J 
it is defired by many, that the fol- 
lowing extraft from his much ad- 
mired fpeech at Guildhall, in Briftol, 
previous to the election, may alfo, 
fiand in the fame work : 

* *• I am fenfible that no endeavours 
nave been left untried to injure me in 
your opinion. But the ufe of cha- 
racter is a fhield againft calumny. I 
could wifh, undoubtedly (if idle 
wifhes were not the moft idle of all 
fehines) to make every part of my 
conduct agreeable to every one of 
iny "conflituents. But in fo great a 
city, and fo greatly divided as this, 
it is weak to expect it, 

*' Gentlemen, we mull not be 
peevifh with thofe who ferve the peo- 
ple. For none will ferve us whiiff 
ther« is a court to ferve, but thofe 
who are of a nice and jealous honoar. 
They who think every thing, in com- 
panion of that iionpur, to be dufiV 
*ud arties, will not bear to have it 



foiled and impaired hy thofe, for 
whofe fake they make a tkoufand fa- 
criiices to preferve it immaculate and 
whole. We mall either drive fuch 
men from the public ftage, or we 
fhall fend them to the court for pro- 
tection; where, if they muft faenfice 
rhetr reputation, they wi/I at leaft 
fecure their intereft. Depend upon 
it, that the lovers of freedom will be 
free. 

" At prefent, it is the plan of the 
Court to make its fervants infignifi- 
cant. IF the people fliould fall into 
the fame humour, and mould choofe 
their fervants on the fame principles 
of mere obfequioufneO, and flexi- 
bility, and total vacancy or indiffer- 
ence of opinion in all public matters* 
then no part of the Hate will be 
found ; and it will be in vain to 
think of faving it. 

'* The charges againft me, I think* 
are four in number ; — my neglect of 
a due attention to my conftituentsj 
the not paying more frequent vifitj 
here ;— my conduct on the affairs of 
the firft Irifh trade act j my opinion 
and mode of proceeding on Lord 
Beauchamp's Debtors Bills ; — and 
my, votes on the lace affairs of the 
Roman Catholics, All of thefe (ex- 
cept perhaps the firft) relate to mat- 
ters of vtry confiderable public con- 
cern ; and ir is not left you mould 
cenfure me improperly, bur left you 
fhould form improper dpinions on 
matters of fome moment to you, that 
I trouble you at all upon the fubjecl* 
My conduct is of fmall importance. 

•« With regard to the firft charge, 
my friends have fpoken t& me of it in 
the ftile of amicable expoftulation ; 
not fo much blaming the thing, as la- 
menting the effects. Others, lef* 
partial to me, were lefs kind in affign* 
ing the motives. I admit there is a 
decorum and propriety in a Member 
of Parliament's paying a refpectful 
court to his constituents. If I were 
cpnfcious to myfelf that plea/ure or 
di/fipation, or low unworthy occu- 
pation'* 
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(nations, had detained mc from* pisr- 
bnal attendance on you, I would 
readily admit my fault, and quietly 
fubmit . t<xjhe penalty. But, Gen- 
tlemen, I live at an hundreq mjles 
Alliance fromBnfloL; and at the end 
C*f a feljibn J come to my own houfe, 
fatigued in body and mjnd, to a 
little repofe, and to a very little "atr 
tendon, fo my family and my private 
concerns t A vifu to Briftol is al- 
ways a fort of . canyafs ; elfe jt will do 
more harm than gppd. "fo pafs from, 
the toils of a fefiion: to the toils of a 
canvafs, is the furtheft thine in the 
world from r^epjofc. I could hardly 
ferve you as I have done, and court 
you too. Moft of you have heard, 
.that I do not very remarkably fpare 
jnyTelf in public biifinefs ; and in the 
private bufinefs of niy conftitqents, I 
have done very ripar as much as thofc 
who have nothing elfe to do. My can* 
vafs of you was not on the 'Change* 
-nor in the county meetings^ nor in the 
cluos of this city. It was in the 
Houfe <?f Commons; it was at the 
£ufl:om-houfe ; it was at the Coun- 
cil; it was at the Treafury ; it was 
|t the Admiralty, t canvafled you 
'through your affair^, and not you/ 
perfons. I was not only your r$* 
preventative as a body, I was the 
agent, the folicitor of individuals' $ 
1 ran about wherever your affairs 
could call me; and in afting for 
you, 1 often appeared rather as . a 
fhip-broker, than as a member of 
parliament. There was nothing too 
laborious, or tooibw forme to under- 
take. The meannefs of the huftnefs 
was raifed by the dignity of the ob- 
ject. If fome .Jefier matters have 
"flipped through my 4. n g ers * ll was 
becaufe I filled my hands too full ; 
and in niy eagernefs to ferve you, 
took in' more than any hands could 
grafp. Several gentlemen Hand round 
Ac who are my willing witnefles ; 
: and there are others who a if they 
"were here, would be itill better; be- 
-caufe they would be unwilling wit- 
VOL.X. 



pefTes to the fame (ruth. It was In 
jjie middle of a fumjner refidence ih 
.London, and in the middle of a nego- 
tiation at die Admiralty for your trade f 
that I was called to Briftol j and this 
late vifit, at this late day, has been 
poflitly in prejudice to your affairs., . 
" Since I have touched upon this 
matter, let me fay, Qentfemen,.that 
if I had a difpofition, or a right to 
complain, I havefbme caufe of com- 
plaint on my fide.. With a petitioa 
of this city in my hand, pafled through 
tye corporation without a diflenting 
voice, a petition, in unifon with almpfl: 
the whole voice of the kingdom, 
(with whofe formal thanks I was co- 
hered over) whilft I laboured on nc* 
lefs than five bills for a public reform, 
and fought, again ft the opposition of 
great abilities, and of. the greate$ 
power, evefy claufe, and every word 
of the large 1* of thofe bills, almofl: 
to the very laft day of a very long 
feffion ; all this time a canvafs in., 
BriUol was as calmly carried on as if 
I were dead. I was cqnfidered as a 
man wholly out of the queftion* 
Whilft I watched, and faded, and 
{Veat.ed in the Houfe of Commons—! 
by the moll eafy and ordinary arts ojf 
election, by dinners and vifits, by 
**. How do you do's," and, " My 
worthy friends," I was to be quietly 
moved out of my feat— and promifes 
were made, and engagements entered 
into, without any exception or re- 
serve, as if my .laborious zeal in my 

/duty had been a regular abdication 

*of roy truft. 

«« Tci open my whole heart to you 
on $his fubjeft, I do confefs, however, 
that there were other times befidei 
the two years, in which I did vifit you, 

i When I was -qqc wholly without leifure 
fpr repeating tha^ mark of my ref- 
pecl. But I could not bring my mind 
to fee you. Vou remember, that in 
ther.beginning of tljis American war 
(jhat sera of calamity, difgrace and 
downfall, an sera which no feeling 
mind will ever mention without a 
A a a teat 
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tear for England) you were greatly 
divided ; and a very ftrong body, u 
not the ftrongeft, oppofea itfel.f to 
the madnefs which every art and* 
every power were employed #to ren- 
der popular, in order that the errors 
of the rulers might be loft in the 
general blindnefs of the nation, fnls 
oppofition continued until after our 
great, but moft unfortunate viftory 
at Long-ifland. Then all the mounds 
and banks of our conftancy were 
borne down at once j andth'e'phren- 
zy of the American war broke in! 
upon us like a deluged Thfs victo- 
ry, which feemed toput an imme- 
diate end to all difficulties, pcrftfted 
us in that fpirit of domination, which 
our unparalleled profperity had but 
too long nurtured. We had been fo 
very powerful, : and fb very profper- 
eus, that even the humbled of us 
were degraded into the vices and 
follies of kings. We loft all mea- 
sure between ' means and ends; and 
our headlong defires became bur po- 
litics and? Our morals. All men who 
wifhed fpr peace, or retained any fen- 
thnents' of moderation, were over- 
borne, orfilenced; and tEis city was 
led by twrry artifice (and prooably 
with the more management, becaufe 
I wasojie of your members) to dif- 
tlnBultfi. kfelf by its zeal for that 
fataVcaufe. In this temper of yours 
and of my mind, I fhould fooner 
hare fled to the extremities of the 
earth, than hatfe v fhewrt myfdf }ierc f 
JF, who faw in every American viftory 
(for you have had a long feries of 
misfortunes) the germ and feed of 
the naval power of France and Spain, 
which all our heat and warmth 
againft America was only hatching 
into life,— I fhould not have been ^ 
welcome vifitant with the brow and 
the language of foch feelings. When 
afterwards the other face of your ca* 
lamity was -turned"' upon you, and 
fhewed itfelf fa defeat and diftrefs, I 
fliunned you full : as much. I felt 
forely this variety in our wretched- 



nefs ; arid I did not wifb t£ have tlie 
leaft appearance of infulting you* witfi 
thatfhew of fuperibrity,* which thought 
it may not be aflumed, ; Is generally* 
fufpedled in a time of calamrtyj from 
thofe whofe previous warnings have 
been defpifea. I could not near t0> 
fhew ycu a representative whofe facer 
did not refleft that of his coAftitnentsj 
a face that could not joy in your 1 joys^ 
and forrdw in your forrows. But time 
&C length has made us all of one 
opinion; and We have all openect 
our eyes on the trite nature of the 
American war,' to'the true nature of 
aW its fucceftes* and all its failures. 

" In that public ftorm too I had tny 
feelings. J had feen blown' down 
land proftrate pn the grcrund feveral 
of thofe htmfesto wnom f was chiefly 
indebted for the honour this city has 
done me, I cbnfefs, ttiat whilft th$ 
wounds of thofe' I loved were yet 
>reeh, I could : not bear to (hew my- 
felf in pride- and triumph in thai 
place into which their partiality had 
brought me, and to'appear at feafh 
and rejoicings, in the mi<Ht of the 
grief and calamity" of my warm 
friends, my zealoa> furroorters, my 
generous benefactors. This is a true, 
unvarhifhed, undifguifed flate of thfe 
rfffair. You will judge of it." 

" This is the only orie of the charges 
in which I am perfonalj/ concerned.' 
As to the other matters objected 
againft me, which in tlteir turn I 
ftiall mention to you, remember once 
more I do not mean to extenuate or 
excufe. Why fhould I, when the 
things charged are among thofe upon 
which I found all my reputation? 
What* would be left to me, if I my- 
felf was the man, who foftened; and 
blended, anil diruted, and weaken- 
ed, all the diftmguiihing colours of 
my life, fo as to leave nothing dif- 
tinft and determinate in my whole 
condudl ? 

; " It has been faid, that it is the ft- 
cond charge, that in. the questions of 
the Irifti trade, I did not confult die 
; f , k, : - " v ' • interest 
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5ntere.il of nhy .tenftituehti>. or, to 
fpeak out ftrongly, that I rather act- 
ed as a native of Ireland, than as ah 
Engliili member of parliament. 

" I certainly have very wafiri 
good Withes for the place of my 
birth. But the fphere of ,my du- 
ties is my true country. It was> 
as a man attached to your interefts,, 
and zealous for the confervation 
of your po\yer and dignity, that I 
acted on that occafion, and on all 
Qccafions. You were involved in the 
American war. A new world of po- 
licy was opened, to which it was 
neceflary we mould conform whether 
we would or not; and my only 
thought was how to conform to our 
fituation in fuch a manner as to 
unite to this kingdom, in profperity 
and in affection, whatever remained 
of the empire. I was true to my 
old, landing, invariable principle, 
that all things which came from 
Great-Britain, mould iflue as a gift 
of her bounty and beneficence, ra- 
ther than as claims recovered againft 
a ftruggling litigant; or at leaft, 
that if your beneficence obtained. 
no credit in your conceffions, t yet 
that they ihould appear jthe faiutary 
provifions of your wifdom and fore- 
fight; not as things wrung from you 
with your blood, by the cruel gripe 
of rigid necellity. The firft concef- 
ceffionsi by being (much againft my 
will) mangled and ftripped of jhe 
parts/which were neceffary \jo make 
out their juft, correfpondence and 
connections in trade, wereofnoufe. 
^The next year a feeble attempt was 
made 7 " to bring the thing into better 
ftiape. Thil attempt (countenanced 
by the minifter).' on, the very firft ap- 
pearance of fome popular uneafinefs, 
was after a cbrifidcrable progrefs 
through the Houfe, thrown out by 
him,' 

" What, was tlie confequence ? 
The whole kingdom of Ireland was 
inftantly in a flame. Threatened by 
foreigners,- and, as they thought, 
frifuked by England; they refolved 



at once to refift the power of France^ 
• and to caft off yours. As for us, 
we were able neither to protect nor 
to reftrain them. Forty thoufand 
men were raifed and difciplined with- 
out commiflion from the Crown. 
TVo illegal armies were feen with 
banners difplayed at the lame time, 
and in the fame country. No exe- 
cutive magiftrate, no judicature, in 
Ireland, would acknowledge the 
legality of the army which bore the 
King's commiflion.; and no law, or 
appearance of law, authorifed the 
army commiffioned by itfelf. In 
this unexampled Gate of things, 
which the leaft error, the leaft tref- 
pafs on the right or left, would have 
hurried down the precipice into an 
abyfs of blood and confufion, the 
people of Ireland demand a free- 
dam of trade with arms in their 
hands. They interdict all commerce 
between the two nations. They 
deny all new fupplies in the Houfe of 
Commons, although in time of war. 
They ftint the trtift of the ol^ reve- 
nue, given for two years to all the- 
King's predeceflbrs, to fix mqntljs. 
The Brititli Parliament, ih a former 
feflion , frigh i ened into a limited coif- 
cefiion by the menaces of Ireland, 
frightened out of it by t^e menaces 
of England, was now frightened 
back again, and made an . univerfal 
furrender of all that had been thought 
the peculiar, referred, uncommu- 
n^icable, rights of England :--Tne 
exclufive commerce ot America, /of 
Africa, of 'the Weft-Indies— all the 
enumerations of the acts of naviga- 
tion—all the manufactures,— iron, 
glafs, even the laft pledge of jea- 
loufy and pride, the intereft hid in 
the fecret of our hearts, the* invete- 
rate, prejudice moulded into the con- 
ftitution of bur frame, even the fa- 
cred fleece itfelf all went together. 
No referve ; no exception ; no de- 
ception; no debate ; no djfeuflion. 
A fudden light broke in upon us all. 
It broke in, not through well-con- 
trived and weilcdjfpofed windows, 
A a a z buc 
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but through, flaws, and breaches ; 
through the yawning chains of our 
ruin. We. were taught wifdom by 
humiliation. No town in England ' 
prefumed to have a prejudice ; or 
dared to mutter a. petition. What 
was worfe, the whole Parliament of 
England, which retained authority , 
for nothing but furrenders, was de- 
fpoiled of every fhadow of its ,fu- 
pprintendence. It was, without any 
qualification, denied in theory, as it . 
had been trampled upon in practice. 
This fcene of fhame and difgrace, t 
has, in a manner whilft I am fpeak- 
ihg, ended by the perpetual eftab-. 
Iifhment of a military power, in the 
dominions of this Crown, without 
confent of the Britlih legiflature, 
[The Irifh perpetual Mutiny' Aft]" 
contrary to the policy ,pf the . con- , 
ftitution, contrary* to the declara- 
tion of right: and by this , your, 'li-.. 
berties are fwept away along .with 
your fupreme authority — and both,' 
linked together from the, beginning,) 
have, I am afraid, both together' 
perifhed forever. 

" Whatl Gentlemen, was I not 
to forefee, or forefeeing, was J not 
to endeavour to., faveyou from all, 
thefe multiplied inifchiefs and di£] 
graces.? Would the little, filly/ 
canvafs prattle of obeying induc- 
tions^ and having no dpihions "but* 
yours, and fuch idle fenfejefs tales,, 
which amufe the'vacant ears of un-' 
thinking men, have fayed you : from. 
4t the pelting of the pitilfifs flohn," 
to which the Ioofe improvidence, the' 
cowardly rafhnefs of thofe who dare 
not look .danger in the face, (p as' 
to provide againft it in time, and 
therefore throw .thcmfelves' headlong 
into the midft of it, have expofed 
this degraded nation, beat down'and' 
proftrate on the earth, urifheitered, 
unarmed, unrcfifting ? Was. I an 
Irifhman on that day, that I boldly 
withllood our pride ? or on the day 
that I hung down my head,* and 
wept in fhame and iilence over, the 



humiliation of Great Britain ? I 
becarrie.unpppular in England for tht 
one, and in Ireland for thtf other. ^ 
What then ! ; What obligation lay" 
on me to be popular ? I was bound " 
to feive both kingdoms. To be 
pleafed with my fervice, was their * 
affair, not mine. 

**' I was an Irilhman in 'the'IrifK '; 
bufinefs, juft as much as I was" 
aa American, when on the fame" 
principles, I wifhed you to concede 
to America, at a time when fhe ' 
prayed conceffion. at our feet. Jufl" 
as much was I ah'Awicrican when I" 
wifhed Parliament to offer terms in " 
vi&ory, and not to wait the well- ' 
chofen hour of defeat, for making^ 
good by weaknefs, and by fupplica^ 
tibn, a claim ofc^ti&tivc, prej-, 
eminence, and authority. ","-, ■"<■ " 
* '*" InfteadV of./rroutri^^it frdift* 
me, as a point- pr duty, to kindle, 
with your pajRioh*, liad you all beea . 
as.cool as I was, you would have" 
been fayed difgraces and diftrefles 
that are unutterable. Do you re^* 
member our commifTion ? We fent 
out ,a folerun embafly acrofs the 
Atlantic ocean, to' lay the Crown, 
the ''Peerage, the Commons of Great 
Bnjaj'n* at t)ie feet of the American' 
C^ongtsk , That our difgrace might 
want ho' fort of brightening and 
burnrflung, obferve .who they were 
that compofed this famous. embafTy* 
My Lord Caxlifle is among the firnV 
ranks of our nobility. He is the 
identical man who but two years 
before, had been put forward, at 
the opening of a Teflion in the- 
Houfe of Lords, as the mover of an. 
haughty and" rigorous addrefs againft* 
America, fie was put in the front 
of' the embaffy of fubmiffion. Mr. 
Eden was taken from the office of 
Lord Suffolk, to whom he was then 
under Secretary of State ; from the 
office of that Lord Suffolk, who but 1 
a few weeks before, in Ins place b$-. 
Parliament, did not deign, to enquire 
where a. Congrefsr of vagrants was 
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to be founc*. This Lord Suf-.- 
folk fent Mr. Eden to find , 
thefe vagrants, without knowing 
where his s King's G e nerals were 
to be found, who were joined in 
the fame commiffion of fupplica- . 
ting thofe whom they were fent 
to fubdue. They enter the capi- 
tal of America* only to abandon 
it j and thefe afiertors and repre- 
fpntatives of the dignity of Eng- 
land, at the tail of a flying army, 
let fly their Parthian (hafts of me- 
morials and remonstrances at random 
behind them. Their ,promifes and, 
their offers, their flatteries and their 
menaces, were all ' defpifed ; and, 
we were faved' the, dif^race, of their 



pre il'cj ta i: v* wor thy o f v o u , o ugh t to 
be a perion of liability- I am to 
iook t indeed* to your opinions * bat 
to fijeh opinions us you and x m*jt 
hnw five years hence, i was not u 
look to the flafh of the d:iy. t 
knew thai you chofe me* in tnv 
place, along with others, to be a 
pflljr eF the Jtate, nsid no: a weji- 
thercock on the top of th? cJir ; r-r, 
exalted for my levity and veriatfli 
and of no life but to indicate the 
mt flings of every tafliton.ble ^ale. 
V.Viuld to God, the value of my 
fen t latent; on Ireland aud on Ame- 
rica had been at* this day a fubjsifc 
of doubt and difcumon ! Nouiii* 
ter what my fu fibrin gs had be^n, fi 



formal reception, only, becauff the * that this kingdom had kept the au- 
Congrefs fcorned to receive them; tftontyj wiiheu it to malnuin, by a 
whilltthe State-houfe of independent gr.av,e foreflglit^ aj\& .fijf an r^uUsbte 
Philadelphia opened her doors' to the' temperance in the i;fe of lis p£>w 
public entry of the Amhaflador of. ■* T./»e' next^vtu3«jCi(..C^arijc a 

myVj;pitic ccMoS, jmd'th.;; 
fnd ruber the tudA'pfcv&lsnc.of a!J ft 
: ]. ■; d Beau dump 1 3 EiL , J iiKMri. 
his ! Ul of Jaft tefllon iir reforming 
ifie l.iW-proccB cQnccr^ing impufaa.- 
rncf\t. It u ii\d f tij ^ggrai^te ibe 
r\'— <, ;h.v, r trest-jd th= p-Tj;: 
oj (his citv with eoAtfl/iW eveji lit 
1 T[j[i- it to. the Roufc p arid' e:;- r 
mvfclf iu t*r,m« or rn.'.rjtci" 
grace of England. I 'am. a hdii, "I d 1 rt efpeft . Had t h h latter part uf 
felt for the nvJancholy/ reverse of; :v..^ge,jl>ccn true* no nieri?£ oa 

human affairs, in the full of :hc nrfc l the ti^'n.jpti .which I ti> k, 

power in the world." "" '." \\^' ' c .?^ :: p.offibiy'cxtyfe hie. BtKlani + 

" To read what was app vouching, . -^''^J'ii./^'rg this city ,with 
in Ireland, in the black a fid bloody .^ cr )' ionunately, at th s 

of the 'American 'war, mmut(. (U"mv bad/ye%ht decs not 



Franc e . from v/a r and, b lo J , . . . 

to fubmifuon ; and from fubnujTionj 
plunged bad; again "' to wan and 
blood, to defolate and be acfblated, - 4 
without meafure, hope, cr end. ,1' 
am a Royalift, I bkifiied for this 
degradation of the Crown.. ' I .am a , 
Whig, I blufhed for the dishonour 
of Parliament.' I am a true EngliiTi-' 
inari, I felt to the quick f-y the ^di^. 



characters 

was a painful, but it y/zc. a.r.ecefTary. 
part of my public duty, fqr, Gen- f 
tlemen, it is not your fond defires 
or mine that can. alter the nature of 
things; by contending againft which, ,. 
wliat have we got, or /hall ever get,* 
but defeat and ihame ? t di^ not 
obey your inilruflions : No, Icon- 
formed to -the inih-u&ions of truth 
and nature, and maintained your in- 
tereft, agaihfl: your opinions, with 4 
confcgncy t£at became m"« A re- 



:) * the wunhy ge^ile^.i* 
depletion ^his bu line fa llan J? direct- 
Iv b^fbre me, To him I appe^l # 
wiicti^er I did not, tfriugh It mili- 
tated wuh my ohkft and my nioU re* 
cent public opinions, deliver th^ pe- 
tition wi;ha ilrong, and more t!u.A 
gftral recommendjtloti to the conji- 
deration of the Houfe, on account 
of the chara&er and confequcn-e nf 
thofc \vho ligned it^ 1 believe th<? 
worthy gcndcoiin vrill tell you* that 

the 
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the very day I received it, I applied 
tb the Solicitor, now the Attorney- 
general, to give it an immediate 
confideratlon ; and he moft obliging* 
Jy and inftantly con Tented to employ 
a "great deal of his very valuable 
time, to write ah explanation of the 
bill. I attended the committee with 
all poffible care and diligence, in Or- 
der that every Objection of your$ 
might meet with a folution ; or pro- 
duce an alteration. I entreated your 
learned Recorder (always ready in ba- 
fihefs in which you take a Concern) to 
attend. But what will you fay tothofe 
who blame me for fvpportiag Lord 
Beauchamp's bill, aa a difretpe&fol 
treatment of your petition, when you 
hear, that out of refpect to you, I 
myfeifw** thecante of the loft of 
that very bill ? for the noble Lord 
who brought it in, and who* I moft 
fay, has much merit for this and 
fome other meaforcs, at my reqneft 
confented to pot k off for a week, 
which the Speaker's illneft lengthen* 
ed to a fortnight r and then the fran- 
tic tumult about ropery, drove that 
and every rational bafinets from the 
Houfe. 

" Nothing remains now to trouble 
you with* but the fourth chargeagainft 
me--»the bttflneft of the Roman 
Catholics. 

«' In explaining to yon the proceed* 
fnjfci bf Parliament which have been 
cbAplained Of, I will ftatetoyoa*— 
firft, the thing that was done } — next, 
the perrons who did it J— and laftly, 
the groendS and rfcafont upon which 
the legiflatnre proceeded in this deli- 
berate acl of public Juftice and public 
prudtncci . 

; " A ftatute Was fabricated in the 
year 1699, by which the faying maft (a 
church-focvice in the Latin tongue, 
itot exacTtly the fame as our Liturgy, 
but very near it, and containing no 
ofience whatfoever againft the laws, 
or againft good morals) was forged 
into a crime puniihable with perpe* 
tual imprifonment. The teaching 



fchool, an ufeful and virtuous occu- 
pation, even the teaching in a prf- 
vate family, was in every Catholic 
fubjecled to the fame un proportioned 
punimment. Your induftry, and 
the bread of your children, was taxed 
for a pecuniary reward to ftimulate 
avarice to do what nature rcfufed, to 
inform and profecute on this law. 
Every Roman Catholic was, under 
the fame a&« to forfeit his eftate to 
his nearrft Protectant relation, until, 
through a profeffion of what he did 
not believe, he redeemed by his by* 
pocrify, what the law had transfer- 
red tfi the kinfman as the recompenctf 
of his profligacy* When thus turn- 
ed out of doors from his paternal 
eftate, he was di fabled from acquiring 
any other by any induftry, donation, 
or charity ; but was rendered a fo- - 
reigncr in his native land, only be- 
caufo he retained the religion, along 
with the property, handed down to 
him from thofe who had been the 
old inhabitants of that land befgte 
him* 

" Does any one who hears me 
approve this fcheme of things, or 
think there is common juflice, com- 
mon fenfe, or common honefly in 
ahy^partof it I If any does, let him 
fay «, and I am ready to difcufs the 
point with temper and candour. But 
inftead of approving) I perceive a. 
virtuous indignation beginning to 
rife in your minds on the mere cold 
itattttg of the ftatute* 

" lot what will you feel # when 
you know from hiftdry how this fta- 
tute patted, and what were the mo- p 
tives, and whatthe mode of making 
it? A party in this nation, enemies 
10 the (yftem of the revolution, were" 
ihoppofnion to the government of 
King William. They knew, that 
Our glorious deliverer was an enemy 
to all perfection. They knew that 
he came to free us from flavery and 
Papery, out of a country, where a 
third of the people are contented 
Catholics under a Prateftant govern- 
ment 
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ynentf He came with apart of his 
army compofcd of thofe very Catho* 
lies, jp overfct the power of a Popifh 
Prince, Such is the effect of a tole- 
rating fpirit ; and fo much is liberty 
ferved in every way, and by all per- 
fons. by a manly adherence to Its own 
principles, Whilft freedom is true 
to itfelf, every thing becomes lubject 
to it ; and its veryadverfaries are an 
inflrument in its hands. , 

*' The party Ifpeak of (Hkefome 
amongfl us who would difparage the 
bed friends of their counrry) refo!ved 
f> make the King either violate his 
principles of toleration, or incur the 
pdium of protecting Papifts. They 
therefore brought in this bill, aod 
made it purpofcly wicked and abfurd 
that it might be rejected. The then 
court-party difcovering their game, 
turned the tables on them/ and re- 
turned their bill to them fturTed with 
: ftill greater abfurdkies, that its lofs 
frtight lie upon its original authors, 
They, finding their own ball thrown 
back to them, kicked it back again 
to their adverfaries. And thus this 
f acl, loaded with the double injuftice 
of the two parries, neither of whom 
intended to pafs, what they hoped 
the other wotld be perfuaded to reject, 
went through the legiflature, contrary 
to the real wiih of all parts of it, and 
of all the parties that compofcd it, 
" ' " The effects of the aft have been 
'■' as roifchievous, as its origin was ludi- 
croas and fhamefnl. ' From that time 
every perfon of that communion, lay 
x and ecdeuaffcc, has been obliged to 
fly from the face of day. The cler- 
gy, Concealed in garret* of private 
Houfes, or obliged 'to rake' a (belter 
(hardly fafe to rhemfelves, but 'infi- 
nitely dangerous to their country) 
«rder the privileges of foreign Mini- 
fters, officiated as their fervants/and 
under therr protection. ■ The whole 
body of the Catholics, condemned to 
beggary ahdto ignorance in their na- 
tive land, have been obliged to learn 
Ac principles pfleucn/at the hazard 



of all their other principles, froqi 
the charity of your enemies. They 
have been taxed to their ruin at the 
pleafure of neceflitous and profligate 
relations, and according to the mea^ , 
fure of their neceflity and profliga- 
cy. Examples of this are many and 
affecting. Some of them are known 
by a friend who (lands n^ar me in this 
hall. It is but fix or feven-yearsiince 
a clergyman of the nameof Malony/a 
man of morals, neither guilty nor 
accufed of any thing noxious to die 
State, was condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment for exercifing the func- 
tions of his religion ; and after laying 
in jail two or three years, was re- 
lieved by the mercy of government 
from perpetual imprisonment, on 
condition of perpetual banifhment. 
A brother of the Earl of Shrewfbury, 
a, Talbot, a name refpeftable in thjs 
country, whilft its glory is any part 
of its concern, v^as hauled to tne 
bar of the Old Bailey among com- 
mon ,' felons, and only efcaped the 
fame doom, either by fome errpriyi 
the procefs, or tnat. the wretch who 
If ought him there could not corre<cJ- 
ly defcribe his perfon ; I now forget 
which. — In fhort, the perfecution- 
would never have relented for a mo- 
ment, if the judges, fuperfedfnk 
(tho' with an ambiguous exampl|) 
the (trift rule of their artificial dflfy 
by the higher obligation of thejtr 
conscience, did 'not constantly throyv 
every difficulty in. the way of (ucfc 
informers. But fo ineffectual' is tjie 
power of* legal' evafion againft legal 
iniquity, that it was but the other 
day, that a lady of condition, be- 
yond'the middle of life, was On the 
point of being ttripped of her whole 
fortuneTfcy a near relation, to whofSt 
fhe had been a friend and benefactor : 
and (he muft have been totally runj- 
ed, without a power of redrefs or 
mitigation from the courts of law, 
had not the legiflature itfelf ruihid 
in, and by a fpecial aft of Parlia- 
ment refcucd her from the iniuitice 
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'of its cwn fktiites." One cf the ach 
authorising fuch tUngs was that 
which we in part repealed, knGwIng 
what our amy was ; and doing that 
duty, as rr.cn of honour and virtue, 
as good Prote/fonts, and as good ci- 
tizens. Let him ftand fbnh that 
disapproves what we have uone ! 
■ " G; n L a men, bad laws are the werft 
. fcrt oi tyranny. In fuch a country 
*as this, they are, cf all bad things, 
'the woiir, worfe by far than any 
.where elie; and they derive a parti- 
cular malignity even from the wif- 
dem and foundnefs of -the reft cf our 
inftitutions. For very obvious" rea- 
sons you cannot trull the Crown with 
a difpenfmg power over any of your 
'laws. However, a government, be 
It as bad as.it may, will, in the ex- 
■ercife of a difcretionary power, dis- 
criminate times and periens ; and 
will net ordinarily purlue any man, 
wherl its own Safely is not concerned. 
A mercenary informer knows no dis- 
tinction. Under fuch a Syftem, the 
Obnoxious people are flaves, not on- 
ly to the government, but they live 
at the mercy of every individual; 
they are at once the flaves of the 
'whole community, and of every part 
"of it; and the worft and molt uri- 
"inerciful men are thofe on whofe 
jgoodnefs they mod depend. 
"" The aft repealed was of this direel 
tendency,; and it was made in the 
jnanner which I have related to you, 
' I will now tell you by whom ' the 
bill of repeal was brought into Par- 
liament. I find it has been induftri- 
'oufly given out in this city (from 
"kindnefs to me unquestionably) that 
*I was the mover or Seconder. The 
fact is, 1 did not once cpsri my lips 
'on the Subject during the whole pro- 
gfcefs cf the bill. 1 do not fay this 
' as difel aiming my ihare in that mea- 
fure. Very far from it. 4 1 inform 
;yon of this 'fuel, left I ihould feem to 
*arrogaie to myfelf the merits which 
belong to others. To have been the 
* Wirchcfcn out to redeem our fellow 



citizens from - flayary j to purify our 
laws from abfuru xy and injuftke j 
and to Cjlcanfe our religion from' the 
blot and Itain of perfecntion, would 
be an honour ajid happineSs to which x 
my wifhes would undoubtedly afpire; 
but. to which, nothing but my wiihes 
could pciilbiy have entitled me* 
That great , work was in hands in 
every reSn^ct far better qualified than 
jnise. 'i'n: "cortr of th~ bill was 
Sir George Savilc. 

" When an act of great and fignal 
.humanity was to be done, and done 
with all- the weight and authority 
that belonged to it, the world could 
caft its eyes upon none but him. I 
hope that few things,, which have a 
tendency to blefs or to adorn life, 
have wholly efcaped my observation, 
in my pafiage through it. I have 
Sought the acquaintance of that gen^r 
tleman, and have. Seen him in all 
Situations. He is a true genius ; 
with an underftanding vigorous, and 
acute, and refined, and diftihguiflp- 
ing even to excefs ; and illuminated 
with a mcfl unbounded, peculiar, 
and original call of imagination. 
With thefe he pp/Ieh^s jnany external 
and inftrumental advantages ; and he 
makes ufe of them all.. His fortune 
is among the larg^ft ; a fortune 
which, wholly unincumbered, as it 
is, with one fmgle charge fnwa lux- 
ury, vanity or excefs, finks under 
the benevolence of its difpenfer. 
This private benevolence, expanding 
.itfelf into patriotifm, renders his 
whole being the eftate of the public, 
in which he has not referved a pecu- 
Hum for him Self of profit^ diverfion, 
or relaxation. During the felfion, 
the firft in, and the laft out of the 
HouSe oS Commons j he pafies frojri 
. the Senate to the camp ; and, Seldom 
. feeing the feat of his ancefiors, he is 
always in Parliament to ferve his 
country, or in the field to defend it. 
But in all well -wrought compofi- 
tions, fome particulars ffond otft 
more eminently than the reit ; and 
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and the things which will carry his 
name to poflerity, are his two bills ; 
I mean that for a limitation of the 
claims of the Crown upon landed 
eftates ; and this for the relief of the 
Roman Catholics. By the former, 
he has emancipated property ; by 
the latter, he has quieted*cenfcience ; 
and by both, he has taught, that 
grand leilbn to government and fub- 
ject— no longer to regard each other 
as adverfe parties. 

" Such was the mover of the acl that 
%s complained of by men, who are 
not quite fo good as he is ; an aft, 
moft aiTuredly not brought in by him 
from any partiality to that feet which 
is the object of it, For, among his 
faults, I really cannot help reckon* 
ing a greater degree of prejudice 
againft that people, than becomes fo 
wife a man. I know that he inclines 
to a fort of difguft, mixed with a con* 
fiderable degree of afperity, to the 
fyftem ; and he has few, or rather 
no habits with any of its profefibrs. 
What he has done was on quite other 
inotives. The motives were thefe, 
which he declared in his excellent 
fpeech on his motion for the bill ; 
namely, his extreme zeal to the Pro* 
pedant religion, which he thought 
utterly difgraced by the act of 1699 ; 
and his rooted hatred to all kin<i of 
oj>prcffion, under any colour qr upon 
any pretence whatfoever. 

M The feconder was worthy of the . 
mover, and the motion, I was not 
the feconder; it was Mr. Dunning,, 
Recorder of this city. I mall fay the 
Jefs of him, becaufe his near relation 
to you makes you more particularly 
acquainted with hit merits. But I 
fhould appear little acquainted with 
them, or little fenfible of them, if I 
could utter his name on this occafion 
without expreflmg my efteem for his 
character. I am not afraid of offend- 
ing a moil learned body, and moll 
jealous of its reputation for that 
learning, when I fay he is the firft of 
hi| pjpfeffion. It is a point fettled 
Vol, X, ■ J - 



by thofe who fettle every thing elfe ; - 
and I mail add (what I am enabled 
to fay from my own long and clofe 
obfervation) that there is not a man* 
of any profeffion, or in any Situation, , 
of a more ereel and independent fpi** 
xit; of a more proud honour; a 
more manly mind ; a more firm and 
determined integrity. Allure your* 
Selves, that the names of two fucfe 
men will bear a great load of preju- 
dice in the other fcale, before they 
can be entirely outweighed. > 

" With this mover, and this fe- 
conder, agreed the *u*b*U Houfe of 
Commons; the ivbolg Houfe of 
Lords ; the <wbolt Bench of Bifhops ; 
the King ; the Miniftry ; the Oppo- 
sition; all the diiUngmibed Clergy 
of the ^ftablifhment ; all the emi- 
nent lights (for they were confulted) 
of the Diflenting churches. This v 
according voice of national wifdom 
ought to be liftened to with re- 
verence. To Say that all the descrip- 
tions of Englishmen unanimously 
concurred in a fcheme for introduc- 
ing the Catholic religion, or . that 
none of them understood the nature 
and effects of what they were doing, 
fo well as a fewobfecre dabs of peo- 
ple, whofe names you never heard 
of, is Shamelefsly abfurd. Surely.it 
is paying a miferable compliment to 
the religion we profefs, to fug£e(r f 
that every thing eminent in the king- 
dom is indifferent, or even adverS© 
to that religion, and that its fecurity 
is wholly abandoned to the zeal of 
thofe, who have nothing but their 
zeal to diftinguiih them. In weigh- 
ing- this unanimous concurrence pf 
whatever the pation has to boaft of, 
I hope you will recoiled^ that alt 
thefe concurring parties do by no 
means love one another enough to 
agree in any point, which was not 
both evidently and importantly 
right. 

il . To prove this; to prove, that 
the meafure was both clearjy and 
materially proper, I will next Iaj 
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before you (as I promifed) the poli- 
tical grounds and reafons for the re. 
peal of that penal iUtnte;.and the 
motives to its repeal at that partieu- 
Jax-time. 

" Gentlemen,. America — When 
the Engliih nation feemed to be dafr- 
gerouily, if not irrecoverably divicU 
ed; when one, and! that the mcA 
growing branchy was torn- from the 
patent, ftock, and. engrafted on the 
power of prance, ai great 'terror, fell 
upon this kingdom, On ,a &dden 
we awaketfed frooiBuir^dreamsof con; 
queflv'and.favy, ourfelves threatened 
with^a irranediate .iirrafion*. which 
we were, iat>thafc time^ very ill preJ 
paced to trefilb \*You remember the 
clo.ud that, gloomed* over us all. . In' 
thai hour of. our difmay, from the 
botiom of the; ^riding-places,- intt» 
which the iadifcriminate rigour 'of 
our ft at u tea had- driven them, came 
out the body of the Roman Catholics.. 
Thiey appeared before the fteps of a v 
tottering throne; withrcne of the moil' 
fobes, .meafured, fbeady,, and.dutiful; 
addiejfes»; that-wasiever prefenttd tsa 
the .Citnvrw It wasnb holiday cere«^ 
mojny ; no anaiveHary .compliment: 
of parade. aud-Jbow; . Jt^was iigned 
by almoft every gentleman of that 

gjrfnafion, of note -tot property, in; 
agland*. At fuch a cnf», nothing* 
hut a decided refolution^to ftand or : ' 
fall with their country could have 
di&tfed'&ch anaddrtis:; the direcY 
tendency .of which was to cut off all" 
retreat ;. and to render them pecu- 
liarly obnoxious. to an invader of 
their own communion. The addrefs 
fhelved,. what, I long languifhed to~ 
fer, that all the fubje&s of England 
had. caft off all foreign views and 
connection, and that every man 
looked for his relief from every : 
grievance, at the hands only of his 
pwn natural government. 

if IpvaSneceffary, on our part, that 
the natural government ihould fhew 
Jtfelf worthy of that name. It was 
tteceffarv ; at the criQs I fpeak of, ' 



that the fupreme power of the flate 
mould meet the ^conciliatory difpoft-. 
tions of tjie febje&. To delay pro- 
tection, would be to rejeft allegiance^ 
And why ihould it be rejected, or even 
coldly andrfafpicioufly received ? If 
r any independent Catholic ilate fhould 
choofe to take part with* this kingdom 
in a warwith France and Spain, that 
bigot:(if fuch a bigot could be found} 
Would be: heard with little refpe£fc, 
who could dreanv of ■ objecting his 
religion to an ally,, whom the nation 
troabtLnox only receive 'with ks freeft 
thanks, but purphafe with the la?ft 
remains- of its. fc efrhan tied treafure* 
To: fuch an ally:we mould not dart- 
to iwhifper a fingle; fyllable^of thofe 
bafe and invidious 'v topics, upon 
which, fome unhappy men would 
perfuade the ftatey to rejeft the dnty 
and allegiance of its own- members.* 
lait.then; becaufe foreigners are in 
a condition .to fet our malice at de-i 
.fxaltce, that : with tketrt^ we are will- 
ing to contra&engagements of friend- 
ftnpv and to keep them with fidelity 
and honour; but that, becaufe we 
conceive fome defcriptions of our 
countrymen are notpowerful enough 
tppuhrlh our raalignity r we will not , 
permit them to lappoYtour common' 
intereft? is it .on that, ground, that- 
our range; is to be kindled by their 4 
offered kindness I Is lit on that- 
ground/that they arrio befubje&eii' 
to penalties, becaufe they are willing,- 
byadnalmerit, to .purge themfehres 
from imputed crimes I Left by an ad-* 
herence to the caufe of their country 
they Ihould acquire a title to iair and - 
equitable treatment, are 'we refolved- 
to fuxniih them with caufe* of eternal' 
enmity; and rather Supply them 
with juit and founded motives to dif- ' 
affection, than not to have that dif- i 
affection in exiftence to juftify an- 
oppreffibn, which, not from policy 
butdifpofition, we have < predeter- 
mined to exercife i 

" What ihadow of reaibn could be 
afligned, why, at a tbae, when the* 
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taoft Froteftant part of this. Proteftant 
empire found it for its advantage to 
unite with the two principal Popilh 
6tates, to unite kfelf in the cloVeft 
bonds with. France and Spain, for 
our deftruelion, that we mould, re- 
fufe to unite with our own Catholic 
countrymen for our own preTerva- 
tion ? No perfon ever reprobated the 
American war more than £ did, and' 
<io, and ever ihail. But I never. wilt 
confent that we ihould Jay additional 
voluntary penalties on ourfelves, for 
a fault which carries burtoqmuchof 
its own punimmentin its own nature. 
** 1 confefs to. you freely^ that the 
fufferings and diftreiTes of the people 
of America in this cruel war, have 
at times aJFefted. me more deeply; 
than I can exprefs. I felt every Ga- 
zette of triumph as a blow upon my 
heart, which hasan hundred titties 
funk, and .faulted within me at all the 
mifchiefs- brought upon thofe who 
bear the whole brunt of war in the 
heart of their country. Yet the 
Americans axe utter ftran£ers to me ; 
a nation, among whom I am not 1 fare 
that I have a fmgle acquaintance. 
Was I ta fuirer my mind to be fo un- 
accountably warped ; was t to keep 
fnch iniquitous weights and meafures 
of temper and of reafon, as to fym- 
pathife with thofe who tare in ooen 
rebellion againft an authority which 
I refpect, at war with a country 
which by every title ought to be, and 
is nroft dear to me ; and yet to have 
no feeling at all for the hardfhips 
anoVindignities faffered by men, who, 
by nheir very .vicinity, are bound up 
in a nearer relation term ; who con- 
tribute their firare^ and more than 
their (hare, to the common profpe- 
rity.; who perform the common of- 
fices of focial life, and who obey the 
laws to the full as- well as I do ? > 
Gentlemen, the danger to the State 
being out of the queftion (of which, 
let me tell yon, ffatefmen themielves 
are apt too have but to exquifrte a 
fenfe) I could aflign no one reafon of 



jtifticfr, policy,', or feeling; for" hot 
concurring moft cordially, as moft 
cordially I did concur, in foftening 
fome part of that fhameful ferriiude, 
under which federal of my worthy 
fellow- citizens were groafi ing. ; 

*■ Important effects followed' this* 
aft of wifdom. They appeared afc 
home and abroad, to the ^great-be*-, 
nefit of this. kingdom; ana; let me 
hope, to the advantage of mankind 
at large. It betokened union among 
ourfelves; It ihewed fourtdnefs, feven 
on the part of thm' perfected, which 
generally is the weak fide of erery 
community. But its racft-enential 
operation Was not in England* The 
adb was immediately, though very 
imperfectly v copied in Ireland! and 
this imperftft tranfeript of an impter- 
fe& acl, this nrft faint feetch of to*, 
leration, which did little more than 
difclofe a principle^ and mark out a 
difpofition> completed in a moft won*, 
derful manner- the re-union to the* 
Aatej of all' the Catholics 'of that 
country* It , made us, what we 
ought always to have been, one fa- 
nnfy> one body! ome heart and fottl, 
againft the famiry^combination, and 
all other combinations of our ene- 
mies," ■ ~ > 



Copy ef an kddrifs to the Court of 

. Proprietors from the 'Commute* of 

. Britijh fubje&s> in Bengal, Read 

at a General Odtfrt hi the India' 

Houfe on the U/£ of November^ 

17S0. 

To the Proprietors tf India Stock. 

" Gefltlemen, • ■ 
«' The BrMfh ihitabhanu of Ben* 
gal having -determined upon a>peti- ' 
tion to Parliattieat, for *h> redtefs of 
the grievances they faffef from the ■ 
institution of the ^upteme Oourtof , 
Judicature!* and having nominate^ >■ 
us bv fcallomo-take cfcarge* 4f it, 
tranimit it to Bngfofoftt, and thififadt 
the bufinefs appertaining to it ; we • > 
fhould hold ourfelves inexcufable, if * 
we did not on this occaficn, addrefs 
B b b % the 
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the Proprietors of Eaft-India flock, 
who are fo materially concerned in 
whatever relates to the welfare of 
Bengal. 

" A petition which has for its 
principal object the eftabliihment of 
a trill by jury, in all cafes where 
admitted by law in England, is the 
concern of every man who values the 
liberties of his country, and mult 
come home to your feelings as indi- 
viduals ; but as Proprietors of ex- 
tenfive and valuable pofTeflkms, yon 
can but confider yosrfelves as highly 
intereited in the fuccefs of a petition 
calculated &Hb to reftraia powers, 
the exerxife of which, if continued, 
rnui fooner or later caufe the deftruc- 
tion of your poflefltons in Bengal. 

** Our complaints axe not the con- 
Sequence of faction or perfcnal refent- 
ment, nor are our fears ideal ; they 
are fonndtd on experience and ob- 
servation ; but fuppoiing for a mo- 
ment, that pur apprehensions as ex- 
prefled in the petition, are rather the 
ftfult of. oar feelings, than juftified 
by any circomftances, which have 
hitherto happened ; that the natives, 
patient and forbearing by habit, may 
yet fubmit to further provocation 
before they refill, and out off for 
fome years longer the extirpation of 
the European inhabitants m Bengal ; 
y« the powers of the Court, exer- 
«tfed without hound or contrcml, 
m-uil foon produce ruin in detail, and 
render thefe kingdom* of no ufe or 
value to any pofleflbrs. 

** When the enormous expencesof 
the .Court on one fide, and the loCs 
of the revenues owing to their inter- 
ference in a department, where the 
Iegifiature have not granted them au- 
thority, on the other, are consider- 
ed; when to thefe are added the 
amount of fines, cofts>, damages, and 
expences, incurred, in defending 
your fervants in foils kltituted 
agahift them, you will want no other 
evidence of the truth of our afferw 
turns. If any mould be required,' the 



petition (entered in Fort William 
Confutations of Feb. 19," 1779) 
from the renters of the Patna pro- 
vince, the general complaints of your 
fervants, and the reprefentatives of 
your Governor and Council, all 
which are to be found upon your 
own records, will furnifh it.' 

" Apprehenfrve 'for their liberty 
and property, your miniiterial offi- 
cers can no longer aft with vigour, 
the government of this country is re-* 
laxed in all its branches, and the 
ftrongeft tendency towards anarchy 
and confufion prevails* 

" We call, upon you, therefore, to 
join your utmoft efforts with ours 
upon this oceaiipn, from the firmeft 
conviction, that it redrefs is not given,, 
you will have ports without trade, 
pofleflio*s without revenue, and 
lands without inhabitants." 

Signed by the 

Gentlemen of the Committee- 



The Address and Memorial of 
the principal Britijb Inhabitants 
cf the Provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Orija, to the Honour* 
able Warren Haftings, Efqnire* 
Governor -Genet al, and to Richard 
BanxeH, Philip Pranth, and Ed- 
ward Whel$r t Eff*irei 9 and Lien* 
tenant ^General Sir Mfre Coot*, 
Knight of -^ the Math, Members of 
the Supreme Council at fort-WU* 
Ham in Bengal, 

Sheweth, 
That your memorialifts have, froa* 
the time when the Supreme Court 
of Judicature was eftabli&ed, be- 
held, with equal apprehenlton and 
concern, the method purfuid by die 
Judges to-extend their own authority 
and influence beyond tnofe limits, * 
to whkh your memosiftlifis conceive 
it was the intention «£ the legisla- 
ture they Should beconfined. 

That it has appeared to you* me* 
morialifts, that the Judges, as well 
by particular ads and adjudications 
of the court* as by the general teaor 

of 
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of the language held from the 
bench, have uniformly* and fyftema- 
-cally endeavoured to eftabhih im- 
proper diftinclions in the minds of 
the natives, and to imprefs them 
With an idea, that the Governor- 
General and Council did not by law 

, ' hold the government of the Provin- 
ces, but were merely the represen- 
tatives of 'the Eail-India Company 
as a commercial body ; and that the 
fupreme authority and controul in 
all cafes was vefted in the Court of 
Judicature : the efFeft of which dis- 
tinctions has been in a great meafure 
. to annihilate the authority of this 
government as veiled in the Gover- 
nor-General and Council, or at 
kaft to render it contemptible and 
inefficacious in the eyes of the 
natives « 

That by feveral decifions of the 
Court, as well as by their own con- 
duel, the Judges have introduced a 
levelling principle between the na- 
tives and Europeans ; which your 
memorialifts apprehend to be nei- 
. ther fuitable to the genius and man* 
ners of the former, nor compatible 
with the exiftenee of the Britiili do- 
minions in Bengal ; and that by the 
general application of the laws and 
cuftoms of England to cafes and 
tranfactions in Afia (unlefs where 
natives of Great Britain only are 
concerned) the undefined and un- 
limited powers given to four men to 
.. decide on the rights and property 
; «f every individual,, without any 
fcontroui nearer than England, and 
from the manner in which thefe 
-powers have been exercifed here, 
innumerable hardfhips and unexam- 
pled difficulties and embarraflments 
nave ami muftcontinue to take place ; 
*n4 that the- efFeft of fuch hardihips 
and difficulties has already teen . fe- 

f verely felt as well by the government 
as by individuals; and in the decline 
of commerce, and of that mutual 
trail and confidence fo neceffery to 
fubfift amongft the members of the 
* iaae community. 



That the Governor-General and 
Council are, by the aft of the 13th 
of his prefent Majefty", veiled with 
the whole civil and military govern- 
ment of the prefidency of Fort-Wil- 
liam, and the ordering, manage- 
ment, and government of all the 
territorial acquifitions and revenues 
in the kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, 
^nd Oriffa, in like manner to all in- 
tents and purpofes whatsoever, as the 
fame might have been exercifed by 
the Prelidentand Council, or a felecl; 
committee in the faid kingdoms. 

That the country courts of juflice, 
commonly known by the name of 
the Dewtfnny Adawluts, in which 
caufes of property are tried between 
the natives, or between Europeans 
and fuch natives as may not be fabr 
jeil to the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature, are neither by the late aft 
of Parliament, nor by his Majefty** 
charter of juflice, made fubjeel to 
the jurifdiftion of the Supreme 
Court ; and that the Courts •£ Fou- 
jidarry Adawlut, in which criminal 
juftice is admiuiilered to the natives, 
are in like manner Exempted from 
its controul. 

That neverthelefs the Judges of 
the Supreme Court have, in various 
infhnces, which ftand on your re- 
cords, exercifed jurifdifiion in mat- 
ters which merely concern the reve- 
nue, talcing upon themfelves not 
only to releafe defaulting renters, 
but to give heavy damages againft 
your officers and delegates for necef- 
fary acts done by them in the collec- 
tion of the public revenue; and that 
by a late decifion they have declared 
a numerous clafs of the natives, on 
whom government depend for their 
refources, the farmers of the public 
revenue, fubjecl: to their jurifdidion, 
and made fuch natives amenable to 
an Englifh court of law for all trans- 
actions had or done by them with, 
other natives. 

That in like manner they Have ex* 
ercifed jurifdlftion over the country 
Courts of Judicature, as well civil* 
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ris criminal, either direelly over the 
Courts themfelves, or indirectly over 
theperfons of the Judges and officers 
belonging to them, not only fctting 
afideand annulling the decifions, but 
decreeing enormous and moft grievous 
damages (which in a late cafe a- 
mounted to perpetual imprifonment) 
againft the parties in whofe favour 
fuchdecifions had been made by the 
country Courts, and againft the 
Judges thereof who made them, al- 
though there was no other tribunal 
to which the former could have ap- 
plied for redrefs, and although the 
latter were by their public duty re- 
quired to afford it. 

That by fuch interference of the 
Judges in matters of revenue, and 
exercife of jurifdiction over the coun- 
try Courts, it is become extremely 
hazardous, if not impoflible, for the 
officers and delegates of government 
to perform their feveral functions, 
fmce they become liable either im^ 
mediately, or at any time hereafter, to 
be made refponfible as individuals for 
acts done by them in a minifterial or 
judicial capacity, although the per- 
formance of fuch ac>s may have been 
indifpenfible from their public duty, 
and abfolutely neceflary for the 
peace, order, and good government 
of the country. 

That the officers of government 
and Judges of the country Courts 
being thus intimidated from the per- 
formance of their public, duty, great 
detriment mull have arifetj to the 
public revenue; the courfe of juftice 
throughout the country is entirely 
flopped ; the delegates pf* govern- 
ment are deprived of all authority 
and refpeel in the eyes of the natives; 
and the mafs of the people lefl in a 
ftnee of anarchy, without protection, 
or the means of obtaining redrefs, 
but by quitting their homes, and 
coming perhaps fome hundred miles 
to carry on cxpenlive and tedious 
fuits in an Englifh Court of law, 
v/herc their caufes jnuft be tried on 



principles and by rules calculated 
for another flate of fociety, and in a 
language they do not uriderfland. 

That in many inftances the Judges 
have endeavoured to extend their j«-* 
rifdiction to the Zemindars or land- 
holders of the provinces ; and that 
the Sheriff has lately, without the au- 
thority or aid of the executive Ma* 
gillrate, employed an armed force ta 
execute his procefs on a principal 
Zemindar, the Rajah of Coffijurah ; 
which has been attended with many 
circumflances of great violence to thfe 
inhabitants of a diitant province* and 
and of hidignity to the Rajah, and 
fuch as were extremely (hocking to 
the prejudices of the natives in gene- 
ral ; and that on tbis occaiion it ha* 
appeared to your Memorialists, that 
government has been compelled, for 
the protection of the Rajah, and fox* 
the prefervation of the peace of the 
country, tooppofe fuch armed force* 
and has been reduced to the alterna- 
tive either of leaving the Rajah ex- 
pofed to fuch violence, or by oppof- 
ing the judicature to give the natives 
an example of divisions fubfifting 
within ourfelves, and of powers mili- 
tating witluand operating agaiuft 
each other. 

Your Memoriatffls verily believe,, 
that no parallel can be adduced either 
from hifiory, or inftarice fhewn dur- 
ing the prefent times, of a govern- 
ment, or its fubjecls, fo circumftanced 
as thofe o£ <h$ provinces they reiide 
in j and they venture to affirm, that 
thepiclure they have given of the 
embarraflmerits of adminiilration, 
and perils to which every individual, 
is expofed, is neither heightened nor 
exaggerated; And if, as they be- 
lieve it will be admitted, a native 
government thus circumftanced muft 
carry in it the feeds of its own de- 
ltru&ion, the application is.aflnredly 
much ftronger to the cafe of a foreign 
dominion fituated as this is, at fo 
great a diftance from the feat of em- 
pire ; where the governing people. 
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as in thefe provinces, bear fo fmall a 
proportion to thofe governed ; and 
where the exiftence oN our dominion 
over the natives depends more on 
, Their opinion of our itrength, and 
their reverence for our government, 
-than on any real means of coercion 
which we po/Tefs. 

And your Memorialifts conceive, 
that the Judges of the Supreme Court 
could not have chofen'any time more 
peculiarly improper to urge and con- 
tend for the rxtenfion of their juris- 
diction, by which the minds of all 
orders of men are difgufted and alien- 
ated, than the prefent period, when 
the Britifli nation is engaged in a cri- 
tical and dangerous war, when the at- 
tention of his Majeity's Minifters and 
all the refources of government at 
home are engaged and called forth, 
and when the hearty union and con- 
currence of every Britifli Subject may 
b£ required for the defence of thefe 
diftant and extenfive dominions. 

Your Memorialifts, moved by a 
juft fenfe of the dangers of their par- 
ticular fituation, and of the imml- j 
nent hazard to which thefe valuable 
provinces ftand expofed, were in- 
_ duced fomt time ago, unknown to 
you, to join in a general representa- 
tion to the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, to whom they were informed 
it appertained to afford them redrefs : 
and they dp not entertain a doubt, 
that, when their representation fhall 
be received in England, and fiall ap- 
pear as' an additional teftimony to 
the remonftrances already made by 
the honourable the Court of Direc- 
tors and your board, the wifdom of 
the legiflature will (as foon as conve- 
niently may be done) make Suitable 
provifions for the remedying the 
evils they have Set forth. 

But fince, from the unavoidable 
confequence of our extreme diftance, 
and poffibly-frpm the uncommon era- 
barraflments of nis'Jiajefty's Mini- 
fters, a long period 'of time may 
$Iapfe before notice U reived here 



of fuch falutary provifions, your Mp r 
morialifts have reaSon to apprehend, 
that the moft fatal effects to indivi- 
duals , and even to the government 
itfelf may during Such interval be 
experienced. 

Your Memorialifts beg leave, 
thereSore, to addreSs you on So trying 
an occaSion, and humbly to Solicit 
you " that whereas it appears, that 
evils of a great and alarming nature 
.have arifen in tfiefe provinces from 
the exercife of the powers claimed 
oraftumed by the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, which evils from the 
new and uncommon circumftances of 
the cafe could not have been forefeen 
and provided againft by the legifla- 
ture at the time cf paffing the late 
act, that you, as the lawful repre- 
sentatives of the Eaft-India Company 
and Britifli nation in Bengal, and as 
the truftees to them for this dominion, 
will until fome further provifion 
enacted by the legiflature, take upon 
you to make fuch prefent provifion 
apply fuch temporary remedies, as 
may appear to you in your wifdom 
beft calclated to relieve your Memo- 
rialifts from their prefent well-, 
, grounded apprehenfions, and to pre-i 
Serve theSe provinces from the fataj, 
effects to be expe&ed at fuch a crifis^ 
from a total relaxation or fufpenfion { 
of the powers of government: anfy 
that you will make fuch reprefenta^ 
tions to England of- the fituation of 
your Memorialifts and that of thefe^ 
provinces in general, as may induce, 
our moft gracious Sovereign and the, 
Parliament to take the matter jn to y 
their moft ferious confideration, and 1 
form an eftablifhment better fuited,; 
to the circumftances and fituation q£-, 
thefe fettlements and your Memori-^ 
alifts, than that of the prefent Supreme- 
Court of judicature. t 

And your Memorialifts truft, that^. 
in adopting Such meafures as may be^ i 
neceffary under the prefent circum* " 
ftances, the falutary endpropofed, the^ 
ftrong neceffity of the caie, the impof^ 

Ability* 
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Hbtlky of obtaining any other remedy, 
vf all which your Memorial:**;. no;y 
give their tcftimony, are arguments 
to which the grcatcft weight muft he 
given on any occafion of future dif- 
cufuon ; and fuch as your Memoria- 
lifts apprehend will he deemed an anv 

J>Ie and fufucient justification to you 
or the e.\crcife of .1 ncceflary difcre- 
tion, as well in the eye of our molt 
gricicus Sovereign zrA the, legisla- 
ture, as in the opinion of all wife and 
upright men. 

London i Nov* 21. This day, about 

\ ,0 o'clock, Mr. John Trumbull, 

ja of Governor Trumbull, of Con- 

-.ecticut, in America, was examined 

% X the Public-office in Bow-flreet, l>e- 

jSrc Sampfon Wright, Efq. and Mr. 

Addington, when three letters, a- 

aiongft others found in his pofieflion, 

were [; reduced, and read in evidence 

again ft him ; of which the following 

are copies, viz, 

[ No. I. ] 

L'ndstt, &'//. %th s I780. 

" Kon. Sir, 
* c Tn two letters, which I have 
written you lately from this place, I 
have faid as much as fitting on poli- 
tical news. I write this at the re- 
queft of Mr. Temple, who means to 
follow foon to America; who wifhes 
to be received as a deferving friend 
to his country. While he expects 
that weak and wicked men may at- 
tempt to injure his reputation, I feel 
myfelf happy in having it in my 
power, from my fituation, to obviate 
every infinuation which may be made 
to you, and to fay, that his refidence 
in this country fince he laft left Bof- 
ton, has been eflentially ferviceable 
tothecaufc of America, by giving 
fuch ideas of her temper, and re- 
sources, as have preferved ftcady to 
•her interefls, the few noble friends 
flie has in both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, and daggered her numerous 

enemies. The Duke of R- , 

}Ai. D. Hartley, Dr. Price, and 



names of 'fi miter dignity and prin-. 
ciplcs, are Mr. Temple's acquain- 
tances her?; and among fuch names, 
his principles or integrity cannot he 
doubted; His defire is to return to 
Europe, in fome public character, as 
he formerly talked to you; I cannot 
hut moft heartily wiih him fuccefs in 
his purfuit, and the particular favour 
and attention of my friends to his in- 
terefts. With fincere affection to all 
my friends, I fubferibe myfelf, ho- 
noured Sir, your moft dutiful fon, 

John Trumbull, 
Gav* ^Trumbull. 

[ No. II. ] 

Pajfr, 0<?. 3, 1780. 
V Dear Sir, 
" Your favour by Mr. Hartley I 
duly received. It is true we have 
had fome late arrivals from America, 
but no letters have come here for 
you. If any do, I mail forward them 
as you direct. 

** My grandfather directs me to 
make you his bed compliments, and 
likewise to Mr. Tyler, to whom I 
beg you to prefent mine ; and believe 
me very fincerely, dear Sir, your 
friend and humble fervant, 

W. T. Framclin," 
J* Trumbull t E/q* London. 
[ No. 1U. ] 
" Dear Sir, 
*' I have this moment received 
your very friendly and polite letter, 
and fincerely thank you for its con- 
tents. Your obfervations are very 
juft, and I fhall, in every particular, 
follow ^our advice. 

" Smce I wrote to yop, I have 
had fome con verfation with myfather 4 
oh the fubject of my intended expe T 
dition ; and, as he ftrongly oppofes 
my thoughts of going by the way of 
the Weft-Indies, and at the fame time 
warmly recommended our old rout? > 
by Oftend and France, I am a little, 
dubious how to act, but mail, I be- 
lieve, relinquifn my original plan, 
and adopt the laft. In that cafe, the. 
providing myfelf with camp equipage 

hero 
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here would be unneceffary, from the 
impoflibility of conveying it with me; 
at the fame time that I mall, in the 
kingdom of our dear and great ally, 
be able to procure myfelf every thing 
that is neceiiary and as good in qua- 
lity as in London. From thefe con- 
fiderations, requeft our mutual friend 
Waters not to execute my late or- 
ders, until he hears further from me, 
and, if he has already given his di- 
rections, to flop them, as in the cburfe 
of a few days I ihall be finally re- 
folved. 

" I fhall rejoice to join you in any 
plan that you and Waters may adopt, 
and hope in God, that your expecta- 
tions may not be difappointed. A 
direct conveyance is certainly of all 
others to be preferred ; but ihould 
your prefent hopes not be realized, 
what other fchenies have you, and 
when do you expect to leave Eng- 
land ? If you will not look upon one 
as an intruder, I will accompany you 
in any way that promifes to lead to 
the defired port, I ihall hold myfelf 
in readinefs to obey the fummons, 
and will, at any time, leave this in 
twenty-rfour hours. As I fhall anxi- 
pufly wait the ifTue of your delibera- 
tions ; be fo obliging as to drop me 
a line upon the receipt of this, and 
at the fame time fend me your di- 
rection, 

M The papers mention, that Mr. 

1, is permitted to walk about 

the Tower ; is the report founded in 

fact? Remember me kindly to 

Waters and Tyler, and believe me, 
Sincerely your's, 

William Whits." 
Lyme, in Dorfet, Nov, 1780- 
Jobn Trum&ull, Efq. to. the 
care of Mr. Waters, No. 
23 , Filler s-ftreet, Strand, 
London. * 

Mr. Bond being fworn, depofed, 
that the letter (No, I.) he found up- 
on the perfon of Mr. Trumbull, and 
thofe marked No. II. and III. in his 
bureau, at his r«£dence in George* 
Vol. X v 



ftreet, York-buildings, at a Mr. 
BufhePs ; that the prifoner behaved 
much like a gentleman, making no 
. attempt to efcape, only defiring to 
go to the necefTary; which Mr. Bond 
faid he could no't confent to, till he 
had firft delivered up the papers that 
were about him j under an apprehen- 
fion that he wanted by tins pretext u> 
make away with them. 

Juftice Wright now addrefling Mr, 
Trumbull, faid, it was necefTary he 
ihould interrogate him a little fur- 
ther relative to the above extraordi- 
nary correfpondence ; but humanely 
intimated at the fame time, if it ap- 
peared to him that any qucftion came 
from the bench that might materially , 
affect, him, he was under no neceflity 
of anfwering it. Mr. Trumbull's 
replies to the feveral interrogatories, 
amounted to the following narrative, 
viz. " That he was the fon of John 
Trumbull, Efq. now Governor of 
Connecticut, an office his father had 
enjoyed previous to the breaking out 
of the American war, which, unlike 
the other colonies, was elective in the 
province only, and that even with- 
out his Majefty's ' approbation : that 
he ftill poflefTed the, government un- 
der the American Congrefs : that he 
himfelf, foon after the commence* 
ment of the war, was made Deputy 
Adjutant-general of the American 
forces, with the titular rank of Co- 
lonel ; but. that he ceafed to be a 
military man, when he threw up hm 
Adjutant-generahhip, zzd February, 
177.7, and embarked for Europe, on 
board the Nerefs, Captain LandofF, 
with Mr. Tyler, a Major in the 
American fervice; and that they 
were landed at Nantz in May, after 
a few weeks, voyage, Frem thence 
he and Mr. Tyler went 'to Paris ; 
where foon after he confefled to have 
been well received by Doctor Frank- 
lin, and to have been upon very in- 
timate terms with Mr. W. T. Frank- 
lin, the Doctor's erandfon : that laft 
fummer he and Mr. Tyler took a 

C c c paflagc 
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frntfage on board the Oftend packet, 
(neither the name or Captain of 
which he could recollect) and arriv- 
ed in England the beginning of July. 
That the profeffion he had in view- 
on his arrival, was painting ; which 
Mr, Weil, rhe hiftorical painter, 
could inform the bench fully of, as 
well as the maner how he ufually 
fpent his time : that he and Tyler 
lodged together, in George-itreet,. 
York -buildings ; that he had very 
little connection with Tyler fince 
their arrival in England, their dif- 
pofitions being widely different ; Mr. 
Tyler being a man of pleafure, and . 
he of quite a contrary turn* As to- 
Mr. White he knew nothing further 
of him than- a common-place ac- 
quaintance, whom he accidentally 
met at Vauxhali, not even having 
learned his profeffion or connections. 
All things therefore being <tuly 
weighed, he conceived he was en- 
titled to his liberty, being fully en* 
titled, in his own opinion, to £he 
benefit of his Majefty*s proclamation, 
which preceded the resignation of his 
American employment. But being 
aficed here, whether he had any 
proof of having made the aeceflary 
furrender? he replied, he had not. 

The bench having heard every 
thjlng he had to offer in his defence, 
figned his warrant of commitment 
for the New Prifon, Clerkenwell, on 
account of the prefent unimpaired . 
ftate of Newgate. 

Mr. Trumbull now aflced ^Vfr* 
Wright, whether he might write a . 
note to Mr. Weft, informing him of 
his fifuation ? which was. granted 
him. He further hoped, that he 
ihould meet with all the indulgence 
that could be allowed him, viz. to 
fee his friends : to which Mr. Wright 
anfwered, " By all means ; as to his 
friends vifiting him, he could have- 
no objection ; for though in com- 
mitments- to the Tower, for high 
treafon;, warrants of the Secretary of 
State generally expreiled,. that they - 
,fhauld be committed clofe prifoners ^ 



JuiHces of the Peace were only aft* 
thorized to commit to the fafc cuf- 
tody of the feveral goalers." 

He is a genteel looking man, 
about thirty-five years of age^ and 
rather of a fallow completion ; ap- 
pears to poilcfs a clear and manly ■ 
nnderftandiug, and conducted him- 
felf through the whole of this trying 
fcene with a collected fortitude, 

highly becoming his fituation. 

He is confined among the common 
felons. 



The following letters were found 
among Mr- Laurens's papers. 
From (he Council of Majfaehufett* s 
Bay. 

Council Ch*mhe*> Sofion % Nw. 3, 

1778. 
Sir, 
" The Hon. John Temple, Efq. 
having, on his arrival into this State, 
waited on this Board, and given a rood 
explicit declaration of the principles 
which induced him to return to Ame- 
rica, and explained the neceffity of 
coming through the channel he did, 
the Board configuring the laudable and 
exemplary conduct of thatgentleman 
during his former residence in this 
State, in the offices he fuftained un- 
der the- Crown of Great-Britain, and 
his exertions to counteract the mea- 
fures of thofe who were for pro- 
moting the tyranny of Great Britain 
towards thek States, and alfo his at- 
tachment and kind offices exercifed 
to them while in England, to the 
rifqae*v«n of life, (not tojnentioa 
a great facrifiee in the lof&of a vcry^ 
profitable commiflion under the 
•Crown, -and other f offerings in con- 
fequence of his conduct *n4 attach- 
ment as aforefaid> induce the Board, 
in juftice to Mr., Temple's merits 
to declare, we have no reafon to 
doubt that gentleman *s retaining the 
warmed affection and regard to his 
country, which-fome of the members' 
of your honourable body have had 
full evidence of in time.pafl r and 
therefore will, with ^rcat fatisfao- 
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. tion, take this Opportunity to reeom- 
mend him to the notice of the ho- 
nourable Congrefs, as he intends co 
pay his refpelb to them. In the 
name and behalf of the Council, 1 
am, Sir, with great refpetf, your 
very humble fervant, 

, |er. Powell, Prefident," 
** Hen. Henry Laurens, Efquire" 

Lebanon, \6tb No-v. 1778, 

(Copy.) 
.Sir, 

•" This letter wiil be delivered by 
the Hon John Temple, Rfq. — He 
hath done and f uttered much for the 
caufe of this his native, and much 
injured country. 

I had the pleafure of converting 
with him when returning from Great 
Britain, via New- York to Bofton, 
and- now on his journey to Philadel- 
phia.— He is well acquainted with 
the public tnen and meafures in the 
Britifh Court.— He appears a warm 
and real friend to our American li- 
berties and independence. 

" I recommend him to your re- 
gard, trulHng he will meet the eftecm 
and refpeel due to his fervices, fuf- 
ferings, and merit. I am, with great 
elleem and regard, 
S 1 a, 

'* Your obedient humb'e fervant, 

" Jotfw Trumbull." 
" Hon. Prefident Laurens." 

(Copy.) 
Head-Quarters, Fredericksburg > 23/ 
Nov. 1778. 
« Sir, 

** John Temple, Efquire will have 
- the honour of presenting thi^ to your 
Excellency. I do not know what "Mr* 
Temple's views are ; but it feems he 
has fome application to make to Con* 
greft. I never had, till how, the 
pleafure of a pcrfonal acquaintance 
with him, but, from the terms in 
which Mr Bov^'oin fpeaks of hi m , as 
your Excellency will perceive by the 
fcclofed letter, and from other recom- 
mendations' I have had of him, 1 
conftder him as a gentleman of fenfe 
and merit, and of warm* attach- 



ment to the rights of his country, fof 
which he appears to have fufFered 
greatly in the prefent con tell. . 
1 have the honour to be, 
With the higheft refpeft, 
Your Excellency's 

Molt obedient fervant, 
-Geo. Washington.** 
Jits Excellency Henry Laurens. 
Exrrat? of a letttr found among Afrv 
Laurens'/ papers frttn Dofior 
F R a n K L I n to the CJmmittee of Con- 
grefs, for Foreign Affairs, dated 
Faffy, May 26, 1 779- 

C o p y. 
•* Doctor Price whofe afiiftance 
was requeued by Congrefs, has de- 
clined that fervice, as you will fee 
by the copy of his letter inclofed." 
Doflor Price's Utter to the Com* 
mijjioners at the Court of France." 
London, January 18, 1779. 
*' DocT: r Price returns his beffc 
thanks to the Hon. Benjamin frank- 
Arthur Lee, and John Adams, Efq. 
for conveying to him the Refolu- 
tion of Congrefs of the 6th of Octo- 
ber laft, by which he is invited to 
become a Member of the United 
States, and to give his amftance ia 
regulating their finance. It is not 
pomble for him to exprefs the fenfe 
he has of tho honour which this refo* 
lution does him, and the fatisfaclioa 
with which he reflects on the favour-* 
able opinion of him which has occa- 
fioned it. B ut he knows himftlf not 
co be fufficientlv cjuajified for giving 
fuch affiftance; and he is fo ccrtne&cd 
in this country, and alfo advancing 
fo fall into the evening of iife^ that 
he cannot think of a removal. He 
requefts the favour of the Honourable 
Cotvmiffioners to tranfmit this reply 
to Congrefs, with aflurances,' that 
Doctor Price feels the waraieft grati- 
tude for the notice taken of him, and 
that he looks to the American (late* 
as no*w the hope; and likely focd 
to become the refuge of mankind V* 
,€ A true copy from the original, 
" A Weft, 

« W, S. FaAvatrN/* 
Friftc$t$n>, 
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Princeton, Nov.. 29, 1 77 8, 
" Sir, 
** Notwithstanding my natural, 
or rather political jealoufy and fuf- 
picion, and. the reports that were 
circulated concerning the bearer of 
this, the Hon, John Temple, Efq, on 
his firft arrival in America; yet from 
the abundant teftimpnials which he 
has laid before me, and from the 
whole courfe of his converfation, I 
am fo convinced of his attachment 
to, and fufrerings for the caufe of 
America, that I think if b ut common 
jufticc to that gentleman to declare 
fuch my conviction. 



" I believe Mr. Temple to be both 
able and *i!ling to ferve our caufe, 
and am Are that Congrefs has fuffi- 
cient judgment to difiinguifh our 
friends, and fufficicnt grant u4e to 
reward their merits. 

I have the honour to be, 
with the preateft eftecm, 
your Excellency's 
tnpft obedient, 
and mod humble fervant, 
William Livingston." 
His Excclhn<y Henry 
Laurens, Efq* Pre- 
Jident of Congrefs, 



End of the Tenth Volume, 
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